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PREFACE. 


fN  prefentiog  the  Fifth  Volume  of  the  New  Annual 
,  Regifter  to  the  public,  there  is  no  neceffity  -for 
fpecifying  diftinctly  the  parts  of  which  it  confifts,  or 
the  mode  of  conducting  them  we  have  endeavoured 
to  purfue.  Thefe  are  points  that-  have  heretofore 
more  than  once  been  explained  \  and  therefore  we 
fhall  only  add  the  expreffion  of  our  hope,  that  we 
ft  all  not  be  found  to  have  failed  in  our  ufual  attention 
to  the  objeQs  which  our  work  profefles  to  accom¬ 
pli  fh. 

There  is  one  drcumftance,  with  regard  to  the 
department  of  Public  Papers,”  which  may  feem  to 
require  an  apology ;  and  that  is,  the  interruption,  in 
the  prefent  volume,  of  the  Reports  of  the  Commif- 
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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


fioners  of  Accounts.  This  hath  arifen  from  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fitu  at  ion  of  affairs  in  the  year  1784. 
The  diffolution  of  the  old,  and  the  choice  -of  a  new 
parliament,  gave  rife  to  contefted  elections  uncom¬ 
monly  interefting,  and  in  which  it  was  thought,  by 
great  numbers  of  Englifhmen*  that  the  political  con- 
ftitution  of  this  country  was  deeply  concerned.  Hence 
a  peculiar  importance  was  derived  to  many  of  the 
papers  and  advertifements  written  upon  the  occahon  ; 
and  which,  therefore,  we  have  thought  ourfelves 
obliged  to  infert  with  feme  degree  of  copioufnefs. 
Asa  new  parliament  is  not  the  work  of  every  year* 
there  will  be  room,  in  our  future  volumes,  to  fupply 
any  defeds  which  have  been  the  refult  of  a  parti¬ 
cular  iundure. 


In  our  article  of  Domeftic  Literature,  we  Hand 
indebted  to  the  fame  able  affiffance,  in  the  account  of 
Philofophical  and  Medical  Publications,  which  we 
had  the  advantage  of  receiving  laft  year;  and  we 
here  make  our  grateful  acknowledgments  to  our  ano¬ 
nymous  correfpondent,  for  his  ingenious  and  learned 
communication. 


It  has  been  intimated,  by  feme  of  our  friends, 
that  it  would  be  defirable  to  enlarge  the  article  of 
Domeftic  Literature.  Our  readers  muff  perceive  that 
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this  article  has  every  year  grown  upon  our  hands,  fo 
that  it  takes  up  a  very  competent  portion  of  the 
work :  but5  at  the  fame  time,  we  wifh  it  to  be  under- 
ftood,  that  we  have  no  intention  of  rivalling  the 
Reviews  ;  and  we  ihould  be  forry  to  have  the  New  , 
Annual  Regifter  at  all  confidered  in  that  light.  It  is 
our  exprefs  dehgn  only  to  give  a  concife  view  of  the 
literary  productions  of  the  year,  arranged  in  a  fcien- 
tific  form.  In  doing  this,  the  writer  of  that  depart¬ 
ment,  though  as  much  read  as  in  oft  men  in  the  pub¬ 
lications  continually  produced,  freely  acknowledges 
the  occafional  afliftance  which  he  has  drawn  from  the 


Reviews.  To  this  afliftance  he  is  more  particularly 
obliged  in  his  account  of  Foreign  Literature  ;  w  hiie 
it  has  been  no  trifling  labour  to  colleCt  the  fcattered 
notices  of  things,  and  to  reduce  them  to  foniething 
of  a  fyftematic  order. 


T 


One  objection  has  furprifed  us,  and  that  is,  that 
there  is  a  want  of  fpecimens  of  the  books,  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  which  are  given.  It  is  ftrange  that  it 
fiiould  not  occur  to  every  gentleman,  that  the  papers 
relative  to  Biography,  Manners  of  Nations,  Claftical 
and  Polite  Criticifm,  Philofophy,  Antiquities,  Mis¬ 
cellaneous  Learning,  and  Poetry,  difplay  examples 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  rnoft  important  works 
of  the  year  are  written. 
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Upon  the  whole 5  while  we  commit  ourfelves  to  the 
judgment  of  our  readers  with  a  becoming  deference, 
we  feel,  alfo,  a  certain  degree  of  courage,  arifing  from 
a  confcioufnefs  that  we  have  tafked  our  abilities,  in 
order  to  render  the  New  Annual  Regifter  not  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  public  approbation. 
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A 


SHORT  VIEW 

OF  THE 

STATE  OF  KNOWLEDGE, 
LITERATURE,  AND  TASTE, 

IN  THIS  COUNTRY, 

From  the  Accession  of  King  Edward  the  Fird,  to  the  Ac** 

cession  of  Henry  the  Fourth. 


IN  the  general  account  that  was  given  of  the  lad  period, 
we  took  a  furvey  of  the  amazing  power  to  which  the 
popes  had  arifen,  the  abfurd  and  inddent  claims  they  ad¬ 
vanced  and  exercifed,  and  the  temporal  authority  they  af- 
fumed  over  the  kings  and  princes  of  the  earth.  It  was  the 
difgrace  of  England,  that  it  fubmitted  to  all  the  preten- 
fions  of  the  court  of  Rome,  and  thereby  afforded  an  evi¬ 
dent  deniondration  that  human  reafon  was  fadly  defaced 
among  us,  and  true  fcience  reduced  to  the  mod  abjedt  date. 
Indeed,  the  tide  of  knowledge,  in  this  refpedt,  feems  to  have 
funk  al'moft  as  low  as  it  poffibly  could ;  and,  when  it  could  ebb 
no  farther,  it  might  naturally  be  expected  that  it  would  begin 
to  flow  in  again.  Accordingly,  the  sera  we  are  now  treating  of, 
opens  with  the  agreeable  profpedt  of  feme  enlargement  in  the 
ideas  of  our  countrymen.  Whether  it  was  that  the  impo¬ 
litic  ns  of  the  Roman  fee  were  too  barefaced  to  delude  any 
longer  the  groffed  underftanding ;  whether  the  principle  of 
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feif-intereft  contributed  to  open  men’s  eyes  ;  whether  the 
fchifms  which  had  happened  in  the  church  had  brought  its 
governors  into  difefteem  ;  whether  Grofteft  and  Roger  Ba¬ 
con  had  taught  the  Englifti  to  look  upon  the  pontiffs  with 
lefs  reverence  :  whether  it  was  owing  to  a  combination  of 
thefe  or  other  caufes,  it  is  an  undoubted  fad:  that,  from 
this  time,  the  high  veneration  for  papal  demands,  and  the 
obedience  which  was  paid  to  them,  began  to  decline.  It 
is  true,  the  fpiritual  power  of  the  bifhop  of  Rome  conti¬ 
nued,  for  a  long  feries  of  years,  to  be  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged  :  but  his  iecular  dominion  was  vigoroufly  attacked  ; 
and  hence  the  way  was  gradually  opened  for  withdrawing 
from  him  the  regard  he  claimed  in  religious  matters.  The 
fame  difpofidon  now  appeared  in  the  reft  of  Europe,  and 
particularly  in  France;  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that 
Boniface  the  Eighth,  who  flourifned  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  thirteenth  century,  was  the  laft  pope  that  openly  aft 
fumed  to  himfelf  the  right  of  exercifing  a  temporal  author- 
ity  over  the  jurifdidion  of  princes.  This  claim  he  infilled 
upon  with  as  much  haughtiness  as  any  of  his  predeceffors  * 
but  his  infolence  involved  him  in  fo  many  calamities,  that 
the  pontiffs  have,  ever  fince,  wifely  and  filently  dropped  their 
pretentions,  without  giving  them  up  in  exprefs  terms, 

Edward  the  Firft  is  the  perfon  to  whom  the  nation  was 
principally  indebted  for  the  happy  change  in  England* 
Whether  this  monarch  was  poffeffed  of  literature  or  not, 
we  cannot  abfolutely  determine.  It  is  probable,  from  the 
character  of  the  age,  and  the  mode  of  education  which 
then  prevailed,  that  he  had  little  or  nothing  of  what  could 
be  called  learning.  But  being  endued  with  a  fuperior  un- 
derftanding,  and  a  vigorous  mind,  he  rofe  above  fome  of 
the  prejudices  of  the  times ;  and  feveral  things  were  tranft 
adted  during  his  reign,  and  under  his  peculiar  direction, 
which  deferve  to  be  recorded  in  a  hiftory  of  knowledge. 
Befides  his  general  oppotition  to  the  papal  claims  of  fe¬ 
cular  dominion,  he  took  other  meafures  to  prevent  the 
undue  influence  and  power  of  the  Romifh  church.  His 
ftatute  of  mortmain,  in  particular,  has  rendered  his  name 
extremely  celebrated,  and  is  thought  to  have  been  the  firft 
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of  the  kind  that  was  made  by  any  Chriftian  prince.  By 
this  datute  it  was  enadfed,  That  no  one  fhould  bequeath 
his  edate  to  focieties  which  never  die,  without  the  king’s 
confent.  A  wife  provifion  !  for,  without  fuch  a  law,  the 
priefls,  who  could  not  alienate  their  poffeiTions,  would, 
by  ptadifing  on  the  weaknefs  of  the  people,  have  gotten 
Into  their  hands  almod  all  the  land  of  the  nation,  in  fe- 
veral  other  refpedts  the  authority  of  the  clergy  was  retrained 
by  Edward.  Infiances  are  recorded,  in  which  he  even  ufed 
them  with  great  feverity  ;  and  the  meafures  purfued  by 
him  had  an  evident  tendency  to  make  his  fubjedts  entertain 
a  lower  degree  of  veneration  for  the  facred  order,  Upon  the 
whole,  he  feems  to  have  been  lefs  tindfured  with  fuperflition 
than  many  of  his  contemporaries.  It  is  true,  that  he  retained 
to  the  lad  a  zeal  for  the  crufades  :  but  this  was  probably  a 
military,  as  well  as  a  religious  paflion;  Palefiine  being  the 
theatre  on  which  not  only  an  attachment  to  the  crofs  was 
to  be  difplayed,  but  where  glory  in  arms  was  chiefly  to  be 
acquired.  With  regard  to  Edward’s  harfh  treatment  of  the 
Jews,  it  feems  to  have  proceeded  from  avarice,  and  not 
from  bigotry.  This,  however,  does  not  afford  the  lead  exte¬ 
nuation  of  his  condudh  Nothing  can  more  fhongly  evince 
the  narrow  fpirit  and  the  barbarous  fentiments  of  the  age, 
than  that  a  difference  of  religion  could  be  looked  upon  as 
fufficient  to  judify  the  mod  {hocking  oppreffion  and  cru¬ 
elty. 

The  reign  of  Edward  I.  was  dill  farther  didlngnidied  by 
the  great  improvements  that  were  made  in  our  conditution 
and  laws.  The  commons  had  become  a  didind:  branch  of 
the  legiflature  during  the  adminidration  of  Henry  III ;  but 
it  was  under  his  fon  that  the  lower  houfe  was  condituted  in 
its  prefen t  form.  Then  it  was  that  Reprefentatives  were 
fummoned  from  the  boroughs  as  well  as  the  counties ;  and 
after  the  time,  of  their  having  a  different  place  of  meet¬ 
ing  from  that  of  the  barons,  bifhops,  and  mitred  abbots, 
their  weight  and  importance,  as  an  effential  part  of  the 
government,  continually  increaled.  It  was,  likewife,  dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  this  monarch  that  the  famous  charter. 
Which  had  fo  often  been  broken,  and  fo  often  renewed, 
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received  its  indisputable  confirmation.  Whatever  arbitrary 
meafures  were  purfued,  the  validity  of  this  grand  inftru- 
ment  was  no  longer  called  in  queltion.  Henceforward^  it 
was  always  regarded  as  the  foundation  of  the  Englifh 
privileges,  and  as  the  rule  by  which  the  authority  of  every 
cuilom  ought  to  be  tried.  Befides  the  general  fettlement  of 
the  conflitution,  Edward  enriched  his  country  with  a  variety 
of  excellent  laws  ;  and  from  the  days  of  Alfred,  down  to 
our  own  age,  there  is  not  one  of  our  princes  who  appears 
with  equal  Splendor  as  a  legifiator.  It  is  on  this  account, 
that  he  hath  frequently,  and  indeed  defervedly,  been  enti¬ 
tled  the  Juftinian  of  England.  The  numerous  ftatutes  en- 
&ded  in  his  reign,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  Coke,  alone  merit  the  name  of  eflablifhments,  and 
are  more  conffant,  Handing,  and  durable,  than  any  which 
have  been  made  fince.  He  corrected  and  extended  our 
laws  with  fo  much  wifdom  and  judgment,  and  tranfmitted 
them  in  fo  improved  a  Hate  to  pofterity,  that  they  received 
very  little  additional  perfection  till  the  time  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution.  By  him  the  jurifdicfion  of  the  feveral  courts  of 
judicature  was  adj ufted  ;  the  office  of  juftices  of  the  peace 
fettled  ;  and  the  whole  face  of  the  internal  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  changed.  The  reformation  he  effected,  and  the  pru¬ 
dent  courle  of  adminiffration  fixed  upon  by  him,  gave  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  common  law  to  refine  itfelf,  brought  the 
judges  to  a  greater  certainty  in  their  determinations,  and 
the  lawyers  to  more  precifion  in  their  pleadings. 

Such  were  the  alterations,  both  in  religious  and  civil 
matters,  which  Edward  the  Firft  carried  into  execution  ; 
and  undoubtedly  they  were  of  real  advantage  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  knowledge.  They  had  a  tendency  to  open  the 
mind,  to  wear  off  the  rough  neis  of  the  age,  and  gradually 
to  introduce  more  rational  views  of  things. 

A  cuilom  which  at  this  time  began  to  take  place,  is  of 
too  much  confequence,  with  regard  to  the  fu Inject  before  us, 
to  be  paffed  over  without  notice.  It  now  becamemfuai  for 
the  fans  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  family  and  fortune 
to  ffudy  the  laws  of  their  country  at  the  inns  of  court  and 
chancery,  which  were  in  fad  fo  many  colleges,  that  conftE 
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rated  an  univerfity  for  this  purpofe.  One  important  effect: 
of  the  practice  we  have  mentioned  was,  that  bodily  exer- 
cifes  were  no  longer  regarded  as  the  only  neceffary  parts  of 
education.  The  attention  of  young  men  was  directed  to 
objects  which  could  not  be  purfued  without  a  certain  de¬ 
gree  of  literature  :  nor  was  it  poflible  for  them  to  unite  in 
a  regular  fociety,  fituated  in  the  center  of  the'  metropolis, 
without  being  called,  on  various  occafions,  to  fuch  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  mind,  and  to  luch  connections  in  life,  as  would 
have  a  tendency  to  enlarge  their  underdandings,  and  to 
(often  the  roughnefs  of  the  feudal  manners. 

The  weak  reign  of  Edward  the  Second,  does  not  afford 
much  information  relative  to  our  main  fubjedt.  The  caufes 
of  improvement  already  fpecified  continued,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  to  operate;  and  our  free  conftitution  of  government 
acquired  frefh  vigour.  In  confequence  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  becoming  totally  feparate  from  that  of  the  lords, 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  attained  to  a  greater  regu¬ 
larity  in  their  proceedings,  and  acquired  a  higher  import¬ 
ance  in  the  date.  There  is  a  circumdance  which  difplays 
in  a  drong  light  how  much  the  principles  of  liberty  were 
advance#! :  for  it  is  in  the  beginning  of  this  reign,  that  we 
find,  the  drd  indance,  upon  record,  of  the  coronation  oath 
which  our  kings  folemnly  take,  to  adhere  to  the  laws  of 
the  land,  and  to  preferve  the  privileges  of  the  fubjedt  The 
folemn  depodtion  of  Edward  the  Second,  by  parliament, 
is  another  driking  fadt  in  the  hi  dory  of  Englifh  freedom, 
and  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Englifh  mind.  It  exhibits  our 
ancedors  in  a  far  more  honourable  view  than  that  in  which 
they  appeared,  when  they  crouched  under  the  tyranny  of 
the  Tudors,  and  embraced  the  flavifh  dodtrines  of  the 
Stuarts. 

Edward  the  Third,  as  is  known  by  all  who  have  the 
lead  acquaintance  with  the  Britifh  annals,  was  a  monarch 
of  didinguifbed  talents,  who  acquired  great  glory  by  his  en- 
terprizes  in  France,  and  whoraifed  the  nation  to  the  highefl 
pitch  of  military  fplendor  :  nor  was  the  genius  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  which  by  him  was  fodered,  confined  to  war  alone,  but 
extended  to  different  objedts.  The  fpirit  of  chivalry,  and 
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the  paffion  for  tournaments,  though  juftly  banifhed  from 
later  ages,  may  be  confidered,  in  a  more  barbarous  period, 
as  real  improvements,  and  as  having  been  eminently  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  cultivation  and  refinement  of  the  human 
mind.  The  devoted  attachment  every  true  knight  profeffed 
to  lb  me  beautiful  lady,  and  the  rules  of  generofity  and 
honour,  by  which  this  attachment  was  conducted,  proved 
ferviceable  to  the  caufe  of  virtue  and  politenefs  ;  and  could 
not  fail  of  promoting  the  cultivation  of  poetry  and  other 
elegant  arts.  The  inflitution  of  the  order  of  the  Garter 
fhewed  that  Edward  was  poffeffed  of  an  enlarged  underhand- 
ing  :  and  to  his  tafte  for  building,  under  the  direction  of 
William  of  Wickham,  we  are  indebted  tor  the  cafile  of 
Windfor,  which  is  a  noble  monument  of  what  hath 
commonly,  though  improperly,  been  called  the  Gothic 
architedure.  This  fpecies  of  archite&uie,  as  it  exiiled  in 
our  cathedrals,  and  other  ecclefiaftieal  firufilures,  was  now, 
by  the  introduction  of  pointed  arches,  and  various  orna¬ 
mental  improvements,  riling  to  that  high  degree  of  per** 
feCiion  which  has  fo  defervedly  excited  the  admiration  not 
of  antiquaries  merely,  but  of  men  who  are  poifeiied  of  the 
me  ft  refined  taiie.  Nor  was  this  the  only  art  of  defign  to 
which  feme  attention  was  paid.  Painting  on  glafs,  which 
Henry  the  Third  had  encouraged,  continued  to  be  exem 
cifed  ;  and  the  illuminators  of  manuferipts,  notwithstanding 
the  general  ft  i  finds  of  their  drawing,  were  fometimes  happy 
in  their  reprefentations  of  animals,  flowers,  and  foliage, 

1  he  period  we  are  treating  of  was  diftinguifhed  by  the 
invention  of  artillery,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  fir  ft  made 
u(e  of  at  the  battle  of  Creffy  ;  and  is  thought,  by  feveral 
writers,  to  have  contributed  to  the  grand  victory  which  the 
Englifh  obtained  in  that  famous  engagement.  Though  it 
was  fome  time  before  the  application  of  it  was  brought  to 
perfection,  the  dilcovery  of  this  new  method  of  attacking 
an  enemy,  forms  a  remarkable  epocha  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
world,  as  it  gradually  introduced  an  alteration  in  the  whole 
military  art,  and  has,  confequently,  been  attended  with 
no  fmail  influence  on  the  ftate  of  civil  focieties.  Nor  is 
tne  invention  of  gun-powder  and  cannon,  however  fom 
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mid  able  it  may  appear,  to  be  regarded  as  a  hurtful,  but 
a  beneficial  difeovery  ;  fince  it  has,  in  fad,  been  the  means 
of  rendering  wars  lefs  cruel,  and  of  preferving  multitudes 

More  rational  fentiments  with  refped  to  trade  began 
now  to  prevail.  This,  perhaps,  was  owing  to  an  addi¬ 
tional  intercourfe  with  Flanders,  which  had  alreaay  giown 
extremely  rich  by  its  commerce.  Whatever  was  the  caufe, 

•lt  is  certain,  that  Edward  encouraged  the  weaving  of 
'woollen  cloth,  and  enaded,  by  parliament,  that  no  cloth 
ihould  be  worn  which  was  not  of  English  make,  except- 
inrr  by  the  king  and  queen,  and  their  childien.  Farther 
to  promote  thisllaple  manufadure,  it  was  ordained,  that 
thofe  perfons  only  who  had  a  yearly  rent  of  a  hundred 
pounds  Ihould  be  entitled  to  d refs  in  filks  or  furs.  In  con- 
fequence  of  thele  ftatutes,  I  homas  Blauket,  and  other  in¬ 
habitants  of  Briftol,  fet  up  looms  in  their  houfes.  John 
Kempe,  an  eminent  woollen-manufadurer  of  _  Flanders,  by 
his  rnajefty’s  encouragement,  came  over  to  this  country, 
with  his  workmen  and  apprentices.  In  the  fame  year,  no 
lefs  than  feventy  families  of  Walloons  fettled  in  England; 
and  thefe  were  followed  by  other  families,  in  the  courfe  of 
fome  fucceeding  years.  The  reiult  of  all  this  was,  that 
the  manufactory  of  woollen  cloths,  before  the  end  of  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Third’s  reign,  arrived  to  what  might  compara¬ 
tively  be  called  a  very  fiourifhing  ftate.  It  was  not,  how¬ 
ever  thoroughly  and  univerfally  eftabliihed  among  us,  till 
the  Flemings  fled  into  this  ifland,  from  the  perfections  of 
Philip  the  Second  of  Spain.  We  fhall  here  add,  that  the 
genius  of  our  countrymen,  rouzed  by  the  example  of 
their  monarch,  and  other  concurring  caufes,  exerted  melt 
abroad,  not  only  in  France  and  Italy,  but  in  more  diftant 

regions,  and  particularly  in  the  Faff. 

Having  mentioned  thefe  circumftances,  though  remotely 
conneded  with  our  principal  fubjed,  becaule  they  ferve  to 
ftew  the  fpirit  of  the  age,  and  to  mark  the  progrefs  of  hu¬ 
man  reafon,  we  pafs  on  to  the  farther  improvements  that  were 
made  in  political  and  religious  knowledge.  During  the 
reigns  of  Edward  the  Third,  and  his  fucceffor  Richard  the 
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Second,  the  freedom  of  our  conftitution  continued  to  5n- 
creafe  :  the  ho'ufe  of  commons  rofe  every  year  in  its  power 
and  influence,  and  affumed  a  confiderable  importance  in 
ail  public  concerns.  As  its  bufinefs  grew  weighty  and 
various,  it  formed  itfelf  into  a  regular  method  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  and  chofe  a  fpeaker.  The  firft  upon  record,  as  elected 
to  that  high  office,  though  perhaps  not  the  firft  that  was 
ever  chofen,  was  fir  Peter  la  Mare.  The  fame  gentleman 
was  the  firft  perfon  who  diftinguiftied  himfelf  by  that  po¬ 
pular  eloquence  which  has  fince  made  fuch  a  mighty  figure 
in  our  parliaments,  which  has  alternately  been  the  inftru- 
ment  of  patriotifm,  avarice,  and  ambition;  and,  as  it 
has  been  well  or  ill  employed,  has  produced  the  beft  or 
the  worft  effects.  How  low  the  ftate  of  oratory  in  general 
was,  appears  from  the  fpeeches  of  the  king’s  chancellors, 
whole  cuftom,  in  their  addrefles  to  the  peers  and  reprefen- 
tatives  of  the  nation  was,  to  pitch  upon  fome  text  of  Scrip¬ 
ture  as  the  foundation  of  their  difcourfe,  and  to  run  a 
variety  of  quaint  divifions  upon  that  and  any  other  paf- 
fages  of  the  ft  ere  d  writings  which  occurred  to  their  memory* 
William  of  Wickham  had  the  good  fenfe  to  depart  from 
this  abfurd  method,  and  to  propound  the  public  bufinefs  in 
clear  and  natural  language.  It  ought  not  to  be  omitted 
thar,  during  this  rera,  the  life  of  the  Norman  tongue  in  law 
proceedings  was  for  ever  abolifhed  ;  an  alteration  which 
might  partly  be  the  refult  of  the  hatred  that  had  now  taken 
place  between  the  Englifh  and  the  French,  in  confequence 
of  their  violent  wars.  But  the  reafon  for  it  afligned  in  the 
preamble  to  the  flatute  is,  that  the  French  language  was 
too  much  unknown.  Hence  it  is  apparent  that  the  Saxon 
tongue  had  been  preferved  by  the  body  of  the  people ; 
though  with  the  intermixture  of  many  Norman  words, 
which  mu  ft  unavoidably  have  crept  in,  from  the  French 
having  been  the  fafhionable  language  of  the  great  and  the 
learned  for  the  fpace  of  alnioft  three  centuries. 

With  regard  to  the  papal  encroachments,  the  fame  fpirit 
which  was  fhewn  by  Edward  the  Firft,  was  carried  on  by 
Edward  the  Third.  This  fpirit  had  relaxed  under  Edward 
the  Second,  who  hoping  to  find  in  the  pontiff  a  protection 
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ao-ainft  bis  own  fubjeds,  pradifed  forne  condefcenfions  and 
Hbmiffions,  which  were  very  difhonourable  and  prejudicial 
to  the  nation.  But  no  fuch  meannefs  exifted  in  his  illus¬ 
trious  fon,  who  took  frefh  meafures  to  corred  the  info- 
lence,  and  difappoint  the  claims  of  the  Roman  fee.  One 
method  purfued  by  him  was  to  repeal  the  tax  which  had 
been  laid  upon  the  kingdom,  when  John  Lackland  had  in- 
famoufly  yielded  his  crown  to  the  pope.  Though  this  tax 
had  often"  been  negleded,  and  the  payment  of  it  deferred 
for  a  confiderable  time,  the  right  to  it  feemed,  never- 
thelefs,  to  be  allowed,  and  the  bifhops  of  Rome  ufed  to 
obtain  the  money  at  favourable  opportunities.  The  tribute 
of  thirty  years  was  now  cue,  and  Urban  the  Fifth  de¬ 
manded  it  with  fuch  haughtinefs,  as  to  nominate  com- 
miffioners  to  Summon  Edward  to  his  court  in  cafe  of  a 
refufal.  Our  brave  monarch  was  not  a  of  a  temper  to 
brook  this  treatment.  He  laid  the  matter  before  his 
parliament,  who  unanimoufty  decided,  that  the  king  of 
England  could  not  legally  bring  the  nation  into  fuch  a 
fervitude,  and  that  the  engagement  was  abfolutely  null. 
With  equal  unanimity  both  houfes  declared,  that  they  would 
oppofe  the  pontiff  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  if  he  at¬ 
tempted  to  profecute  his  pretenfions. 

The  papal  authority  received  a  farther  blow,  by  the  two 
famous  ftatutes  of*  provilbrs  and  praemunire.  By  the  fir  ft  it 
was  ordained,  that  the  pope  fhould  not  collate  any  ecclefi- 
aftical  benefices  in  prejudice  to  the  right  of  the  fovereign, 
the  chapters,  and  the  patrons ;  and  that  every  perfon  who 
procured  refervations  from  Rome,  fhould  be  imprifoned. 
The  fecond  enaded,  that  all  who  carried  caufes  into  a  foreign 
court,  the  cognizance  of  which  belonged  to  the  king’s, 
fhould  be  deprived  of  their  liberty,  and  forfeit  their  lands, 
goods,  and  chattels  to  the  crown.  Thefe  ftatutes  evidently 
ftiew  that  the  minds  of  men  were  not  held  in  that  flavifh 
fubjedion  to  the  Roman  fee  to  which  they  had  heretofore 
been  fubjeded..  Indeed  the  laity,  at  this  time,  were  ex¬ 
tremely  averfe  to  the  impofitions  of  the  priefts,  and  com¬ 
plained  of  them  to  parliament  in  a  manner  which  fhewed 
that  they  were  not  wholly  unprepared  for  a  more  general 
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reformation*  This  difpofition  of  the  people,  acquired  ad¬ 
ditional  ftrength,  in  confequence  of  the  frefh  ichilrn  wnich, 
hi  the  beginning  of  Richard  the  Second’s  reign,  broke  out 
in  the  church,  between  Urban  the  Sixth  and  Clement  the 
Seventh*  The  contefts,  likewife,  between  the  Mendicant 
friars  and  the  fecular  clergy,  tended  to  open  the  under* 
flan  dings  of  the  latter  ;  and  they  had  that  effebf,  in  par¬ 
ticular,"  with  regard  to  John  W  icklifr,  woo  introduced  the 
great  eft  alteration  and  improvement  in  religious  knowledge* 
that  any  nation  had  experienced  for  many  centuries. 

This  man  had  the  fortitude  to  attack  not  only  the  tem¬ 
poral  claims  and  encroachments  of  the  fovereign  pontiff* 
but  even  to  (trike  at  the  foundation  of  the  papal  hierarchy. 
He  advanced  the  very  principles  now  embraced  by  P  rot  ti¬ 
tan  ts,  and  went  farther  than  Luther  and  ieveral  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  reformers  afterwards  did.  i  he  age  was  not  iuKiciently 
emerged  from  barbarifm,  it  was  not  fufficiently  capable  of 
fpecuiation,  to  admit  a  general  change  in  its  fentiments  and 
WorOiip  :  Wick  lift,  however,  was  attended  with  a  fuccefs 
which  could  fcarcely  have  been  expedied.  His  opinions 
were  embraced  by  ieveral  learned  men,  especially  at  Ox¬ 
ford  ;  at  which  univerfity  they  maintained  their  ground  for 
a  conficlerable  time.  He  was  fupported  by  tome  of  the 
principal  nobility,  among  whom  were  the  Lord  Henry 
Percy,  nsarfhal  of  England,  and  John  of  Gaunt,  duke 
of  Lancafter.  His  enemies  were  not  able  to  bring  him 
TO'  any  capital  puniihment  ;  and  his  followers  became 
fo  numerous  as  to  conftitute  a  ftrong  party,  who  fepa- 
rated  in  form  from  the  church  of  Rome,  and  had  fuch  a 
confidence  in  their  multitudes,  and  the  dignity  of  their 
patrons,  as  boldly  to  propofe  their  fyftem  to  the  confi- 
deration  and  reception  of  parliament.  To  the  influence 
of  thefe  patrons  it  was  probably  owing,  that  the  power 
aflamed  by  the  bifhops  of  proceeding  againft  heretics,  was 
revoked.  Nor  was  the  light  ftruck  out  by  Wickliff*  con¬ 
fined  to  his  own  country.  R*wa$,  in  fome  meafure,  carried 
to  Bohemia  by  his  celebrated  difciples,  John  Hufs  and  Je- 
rom  of  Prague,  where  it  produced  mighty  commotions  and 
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There  was  another  literary  revolution,  which  took  place 
in  the  reigns  of  Edward  the  Third  and  Richard  the  Second; 
and  that  was,  the  appearance  of  poetry  in  our  own  tongue, 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  fplendour.  The  efforts,  (Id me  of 
them  not  inconfiderable)  which  were  made  at  writing  in 
Latin  verfe,  have  been  represented  by  us  in  -a  former  ar¬ 
ticle,  To  the  prefent  period  was  referved  the  honour  of 
engaging  the  Mufes  to  (peak  in  Engiifh  with  inch  dignity 
as  to  call  for  general  attention  and  admiration.  We  are 
not  to  imagine  that  before  this  time  no  attempts  of  verfifica- 
tion  were  made  in  our  native  language.  The  poetical  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  age,  if  fuch  they  may  be  called,  were  very 
numerous,  and  our  old  libraries  are  full  of  them.  Pre~ 
vioufly  to  the  jera  concerning  which  we  are  treating,  the 
Lives  of  the  Saints  were  written  in  verfe,  and  many  parts 
of  the  Bible  were  tranflated  in  the  fame  manner.  A  love- 
fong  and  feme  competitions  of  a  mifcellaneous  nature  occur 
in  the  reign  of  king  John.  Another  form  in  which  our 
early  poetry  often  appeared  was  rhat  ot  fa  tire  ;  and  when 
the  fatire  was  clothed  in  allegory,  it  was  fometimes  con¬ 
ducted  w’ith  fuccefs.  The  objedts  on  which  it  was  exerted 
were,  for  the  moft  part,  the  lawyers  and  the  clergy.  But 
the  principal  efforts  of  our  yet  untutored  Mules,  were 
rhyming  chronicles  and  metrical  romances.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  the  Firft,  the  character  of  our  poetical  compolitions 
was  confiderably  changed.  Either  fictitious  adventuics  were 
fubftituted  by  the  minftrels  in  the  place  of  hiflorical  or 
traditionary  fads,  or  reality  was  difguifed  by  the  mifrepre- 
fentations  of  invention  ;  and  a  tafte  for  on  amental  expref- 
lion  gradually  prevailed  over  the  rude  fimplicity  of  the 
native  Engiifh  phrafeology.  This  change  w'as  occahoned, 
among  other  caufes,  by  the  introdudion  and  increafe  of  the 
tales  of  chivalry.  *  It  was  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Second  that  the  metrical  romances  chiefly  flourifhed  ;  and, 
though  the  poetry  of  them  was,  in  general,  very  rude,  im¬ 
peded,  and  feeble,  they  occaiionally  exhibited  gleams  of 
imagination.  One  of  them,  entitled  “  Kyng  of  Tm" 
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has  a  warmth  of  defcription  in  certain  paffiages  that  is  not' 
unlike  the  manner  of  Chaucer.  From  the  productions  we 
are  now  f peaking  of,  this  great  poet  and  his  contemporaries 
undoubtedly  derived  fotne  advantages  ;  but  it  was  their 
acquaintance  with  Italian  learning  that  fti-11  more  enabled 
them  to  produce  a  literary  revolution  in  their  own  country; 
Surprifing  effeCts  had  been  wrought  in  Italy  by  the  genius 
and  the  writings  of  Dante  and  Petrarch.  Our  Englifh 
poets  were  not  equally  happy  in  their  endeavours  to  en¬ 
lighten  the  underflanding,  and  to  refine  the  tafle,  of  the 
Englilh  nation.  They  had  greater  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  and  were  far  more  unfavourably  Situated  for  obtain¬ 
ing  a  conqueft  over  them*  Their  ftyle  was  rough,  and  the 
harmony  of  their  poetic  numbers  was  very  defective.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  we  are  much  indebted  to  them  for  applying  fo 
affiiduoufly  to  the  iftu'dy  of  their  native  language,  and  for 
contributing,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  to  its  enrichment 
and  cultivation.  The  change  effected  by  them  is,  upon 
the  whole,  an  important  event  in  the  hiftory  of  Britifh  lite¬ 
rature.  A  more  particular  view  of  their  abilities  and  cha¬ 
racter,  will  occur  in  the  account  which  follows  of  the 
learned  men  who  flourifhed  between  the  acceffion  of  Ed¬ 
ward  the  Firfl  and  the  death  of  Richard  the  Second. 

When  we  look  intp  the  accounts  of  the  Britifh  writers 
which  have  been  given  us  by  Leland  and  other  biogra- 
ph  ers,  and  obferve  the  multitude  of  perfons  whom  thefe 
biographers  have  refcued  from  oblivion,  together  with  the 
praifes  they  have  bellowed  upon  them,  as  excelling  in 
almofi  every  branch  of  knowledge,  and  only  defective 
with  refpeCt  to  the  elegance  of  their  fly le,  we  are  ready 
to  believe  that  the  times  preceding  the  Reformation  were 
much  more  learned  than  has  ufually  been  imagined. 
Should  we  allow  full  credit  to  the  encomiums  which 
our  hiflorians  have  fo  liberally  poured  on  a  number  of 
"men,  whole  works  are  now  either  totally  loft,  or  utterly 
negleCted,  we  might  hence  fee  that  literature  is  of  no  avail 
without  tafle  ;  and  that,  if  fcience  be  communicated  in  bar¬ 
barous  language,  it  will  be  treated  with  difregard  and  con¬ 
tempt  by  a  polite  and  cultivated  age.  But  the  greateft 
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part  of  our  ancient  monaftic  authors,  notwithftanding  the 
pompous  eulogiums  we  read  concerning  them,  were  as  de- 
fpicable  for  the  matter,  as  for  the  ex  predion  of  their  per¬ 
formances,  In  every  view,  therefore,  they  were  juftly 
configned  to  dud:  and  worms  ;  and  though  we  poffefs  fome- 
thing  of  an  antiquarian  fpirit,  we  are  not  endued  with  fuch 
a  portion  of  it,  as  to  be  extremely  fond  of  things  which 
are  recommended  by  nothing  but  their  antiquity.  Several 
perfons,  however,  may  deferve  a  place  in  a  hiftory  of 
the  progrefs  of  knowledge,  whole  compofttions  are  no 
longer  valuable ;  and,  as  learning  cannot  be  purfued,  even 
in  the  mod:  difadvantageous  manner,  without  produc¬ 
ing  good  effects  in  certain  inftances,  a  diligent  enquirer 
will  always  find  fome  few  names  that  are  worthy  of  being 
mentioned  with  particular  efteem,  Where  this  is  the  cafe, 
there  is  a  pleafure  in  paying  the  tribute  due  to  departed 
merit ;  and  it  is  doing  honour  to  our  country,  to  let  none 
be  forgotten  who  have  a  lawful  title  to  remembrance  and 
applaufe. 

1  Though  general  light  feemed  rather  to  inereafe  during 
the  period  we  are  treating  of,  yet,  excepting  two  or  three 
illudrious  men  who  fprang  up  towards  the  conclufion  of  it, 
it  did  not  produce  a  let  of  writers  equal  in  abilities  and 
character  to  thofe  who  flourifhed  in  the  preceding  sera. 
Natural  philofophy,  unlefs  we  are  difpofed  to  grant  that 
appellation  to  the  idle  treatifes  of  the  fchoolmen,  was  much 
upon  the  decline.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  deemed  furprifing, 
when  it  is  confidered  what  a  bright  example  was  let,  and 
what  prodigious  difcoveries  were  made,  by  Roger  Bacon* 
But  his  very  example  might  deter  others  from  following 
the  Rudies  which  had  only  expofed  him  to  perfecution  ; 
and  the  reflections  thrown  upon  him  as  a  magician,  might 
occafion  his  works  to  be  defignedly  negledted  and  avoided. 
The  fucceffion  of  pefti’ences  which  broke  out  in  the  four^ 
teenth  century,  and  which  were  terrible  and  deftruCtive  to 
a  degree  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  in  hiftory,  niufl,  li-ke— 
wife,  have  obftru&ed  the  advancement  of  fcience.  Th« 
great  plague  in  1349,  carried  off  nine  parts  in  ten  of  the 
clergy.  The  parilh  churches  were  deferted  ;  the  fchools  at 
Oxford  were  lliut  up  *  the  fcholars  either  died,  or  difperfed 
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themfelves  into  remote  quarters ;  and  illiterate  laymen*  who 
had  loft  their  wives  in  the  general  defolation,  were  permit¬ 
ted  to  aflame  the  ecclefiiftic  d  habit.  This  plague  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  others,  in  1361,  1370,  1381*  and  1382.  Such 
dreadful  events  rnuft  evidently  have  tended  to  deftroy  the 
little  learning  which  then  fubfifted  in  the  nation  ;  and*  as 
peculiar  havock  was  made  by  them  at  Oxford,  they  might 
contribute  to  a  fpeedier  forgetfuRefs  of  Roger  Bacon*  and  his 
admirable  improvements*  Some  few  there  were*  however* 
who  trod  in  his  fteps,  though  their  names  cannot,  in  any 
meafure*  be  put  in  competition  with  his.  Thomas  Bongey 
was  a  diligent  cultivator  of  natural  knowledge,  and  fo  fu- 
perior*  in  this  refpecr,  to  his  contemporaries*  that*  like  his 
illuftrious  predeceffor*  he  was  charged  with  addidling  him- 
felf  to  magic,  Roger  of  Hereford*  whom  we  mentioned* 
in  a  former  article,  as  having  drawn  up  a  Theory  of  the 
Planets*  which  fad:  we  now  confider  as  doubtful,  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  author  of  a  work  upon  metals*  faid  to  have 
been  fkillfully  and  elegantly  written.  Chemiftry,  or  rather 
alchemy*  which*  in  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century* 
had  palled  from  the  Spanilh  Saracens,  through  France* 
Into  England,  and  had  been  purfued,  for  a  while*  with 
great  zeal,  was  almoft  wholly  negle&ed  in  the  prefent  pe¬ 
riod. 

The  aftronomy  of  the  times*  which  too  much  confided 
in  the  abfurd  calculations  of  judicial  aftrology,  was  ftudied 
by  feveral  perfons ;  among  whom  we  find  the  names  of  Man- 
duit,  Ofterwood,  Bright*  who  wrote  a  treatife  upon  the  Pla¬ 
nets,  and  Nicholas  Linenfis,  who  is  referred  to  by  Chaucer, 
in  his  Aftroiabe.  The  fame  men  devoted  themfelves  to  the 
mathematics ;  and  others  may  be  added  to  the  lift.  Among 
thefe*  Bradwardin,  afterwards  archbilhop  of  Canterbury* 
was  the  moft  celebrated*  and  hath  obtained,  even  among 
foreigners,  the  reputation  of  having  been  the  beft  mathe¬ 
matician  of  his  age.  Nor  did  John  Halifax  come  much 
behind  him  in  geometrical  feiehee,  if  indeed  he  was  at  all  his 
inferior  in  that  refpeQfc.  We  read  too  of  one  mechanical 
genius,  Richard  of  Wallingford,  abbot  of  St.  Albans, 
who  applied  his  mathematical  knowledge  to  practice,'  and 
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caufed  a  clock  to  be  conftruCted,  which  was  then  e deemed 
the  mod  carious  piece  of  workmanfhip  of  the  kind  in  Eu¬ 
rope*  It  marked  the  courfe  of  the  fun  and  the  moon,  and 
the  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tide  ;  was  adorned  with  a  repre- 
prefentation  of  the  fixed  ftars,  apd  contained  a  prodigious 
number  of  lines,  with  figures  and  demondrations.  The  In¬ 
ventor  of  it  gave  it  the  name  of  Albion,  and  compofed 
a  book  deferibing  its  mechanifm,  with  directions  tp  the 
monks  in  what  manner  to  keep  it  in  order.  Among  the 
mathematical  indruments  which  were  then  in  ufe,  quadrants 
and  fpecula,  or  fpying-glafles,  are  frequently  mentioned. 

Michael  Scot,  generally  edeemed  a  native  of  the  county 
of  Fife  in  Scotland,  though  fome  writers  reprefent  him  as 
having  been  born  near  Durham,  ought  to  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  hv  us  in  our  lad  Number,  as  he'  fiourifhed  during 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third.  He  obtained  the  title  of 
the  mathematician  among  the  learned,  and  of  the  magician 
among  the  vulgar.  So  great  was  his  reputation,  that  he 
was  invited  by  the  emperor  Frederick  the  Second,  of  Ger¬ 
many,  to  affid  him  in  the  defign  of  procuring  Latin  tranfla- 
tions  of  the  works  of  Aridotle,  and  of  the  other  philofo- 
phers  and  phyficians  of  Greece.  For  this  talk  he  was  well 
qualified,  both  by  his  knowledge  of  Aridotie’s  writings  and 
his  acquaintance  with  the  Arabic  and  Grecian  languages* 
With  all  the  learning  he  had  all  the  credulity  and  weak- 
nefles  of  the  times ;  for  judicial  adrology,  alchemy,  phy¬ 
siognomy,  and  chiromancy,  were  among  the  fiudies  that 
engaged  his  attention.  * 

The  love  of  life  implanted  in  the  bread  of  man,  and 
which  urges  us  to  feek  for  remedies  when  we  are  attacked 
by  didempers,  did  not  permit  the  art  of  medicine  to  be 
wholly  negledfed.  Manduit,  already  mentioned  as  an  adro- 
nomer,  was  likewife  a  medical  writer.  John  de  Gaddefden 
was  the  author  of  a  treatife,  entitled,  Rofa  Medica ;  and 
Gilbert  Englifh  wrote  feveral  tra&s  that  have  been  highly 
extolled,  but  which  only  (hew  that  his  fkill  as  a  phyucian 
put  him  upon  a  footing  with  fome  of  the  abisfl  of  his  com 
temporaries. 
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Philological  and  Polite  Literature,  till  it  was  revived  at 
the  clofe  of  this  ^ra,  was  in  as  low  a  (late  as  Natural  Phi— 
iofophy.  We  meet  with  but  one  perfon  who  was  fkilled  in 
the  Hebrew  language,  and  this  was  Gregory  Hunter,  a 
monk  of  Ramfey,  who,  when  the  goods  of  the  Jews  were 
confifcated  and  fold  at  Stamford  and  Huntingdon,  during 
the  perfecution  that  was  railed  againft  them  by  Edward  the 
Fir  ft,  bought  their  manufcripts,  and  betook  himfelf  to  the 
affiduous  ftudy  of  the  Old  Teft ament  in  its  original  tongue. 
We  know  not  that  any  others  did  the  fame  :  for,  though 
William  Britton  drew  up  a  Lexicon  to  the  Bible,  yet,  as  we 
are  exprefsly  told  that  it  was  calculated  only  for  the  fervice 
of  common  divines,  we  may  be  well  allured  of  its  having 
had  a  reference  to  nothing  but  the  Vulgate  Latin. 

Though  we  have  feen  that  fo  much  poetry  was  produced 
In  the  beginning;  of  the  period  before  us,  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  names  of  the  writers  of  it  are,  for  the  molt  part, 
buried  in  oblivion*  We  know  not  to  whom  we  are  in¬ 
debted  for  far  the  greater  number  of  metrical  romances,  and 
other  compolitions  which  the  age  afforded,  it  is  probable 
that  they  were  the  productions  of  monks,  who  lived  and 
died  unknown  in  their  convents.  The  firft  poet  whole 
name  occurs  is  Robert  of  Gloucefter,  who  flourifhed  about 
the  year  1280.  He  was  a  monk  of  the  abbey  of  Glou¬ 
cefter,  and  cqmpofed  a  poem  of  confiderable  length,  which 
is  a  Hiftory  of  England  in  verfe,  from  Brutus  to  his  own 
time.  At  the  clofe  of  Edward  the  Firft’s  reign,  we  meet 
with  another  poet,  named  Robert  Mannyng,  but  more  com¬ 
monly  Robert  de  Brimne,  who  appears,  however,  only  as 
a  tranflator.  The  work  tranflated,  or  rather  paraphrafed 
by  him,  was  originally  written  by  Robert  Groftelt,  and  was 
entitled,  Manual  de  Peche,  or  the  Manual  of  Sins.  Among 
the  authors  of  the  metrical  romances  in  Edward  the  Second’s 
time,  Adam  Davie  is  the  only  perfon  whole  name  has  de- 
feended  to  pofterity.  Robert  Ballon,  a  poet  who  attended 
this  monarch  in  his  expedition  to  Scotland,  wrote  chiefly 
in  Latin.  It  was  not  till  Edward  the  Third’s  reign  that  the 
geniufes  fprang  up,  who  produced  that  poetic  revolution  we 
have  already  mentioned,  and  which  reflects  fo  much  honour 
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on  fcbemfelves  and  on  their  country.  Richard  Hampole,  a 
dottor  in  divinity,  of  the  order  of  St.  Augufline,  muff  not 
be  reckoned  in  the  number  of  thefe  geniufes.  Robert 
Longiande,  who  fiouriPied  about  the  year  1350,  and  who 
was  the  author  of  the  poem  called  “  The  Vifion  of  Pierce 
Plowman”  merits  a  far  fuperior  diPindtion.  This  poenl 
contains  a  feries  of  diPind  vifions,  in  which  the  vices  of 
aimoP  every  profeffion,  particularly  of  the  clergy,  and  the 
abfurdities  of  fuperPition,  are  ridiculed  with  much  humour 
and  fpirit.  The  fatire  is  accompanied  with  a  Prong  vein  of 
allegorical  invention.  The  grand  defed  of  Longiande  lies 
in  his  language.  He  hath  adopted  the  Pyle  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  poets,  and  imitated  them  in  their  alliterative  verfifL 
cation;  the  confequenee  of  which  is  that  he  is  remarkably 
uncouth,  and  fometimes  obfcure.  It  is  to  be  lamented  that 
fo  much  genius  and  abilities  fhould  be  hidden  by  fuch  an 
unpleafant  and  ungracious  mode  of  compofition.  Bad  as 
the  model  let  by  Longiande  was,  he  had  a  number  of  imi¬ 
tators.  There  was  a  Scottifh  poet  in  the  preferit  period  who 
is  entitled  to  diPinguifned  pfaifes.  The  perfon  we  have  in 
view  is  John  Barbour,  arch-deacon  of  Aberdeen.  His  poem 
called  u  The  Hiftory  of  Robert  Bruce,  King  of  the  Scots,” 
allowance  being  made  for  the  time  in  which  it  was  written, 
is  eminent  for  the  beauty  of  its  Pyle.  Another  bard  of  the 
fame  country  wrote  a  poem  on  the  exploits  of  fir  William 
Wallace,  which  abounds  with  fine  pafiages.  Both  thefe 
writers  rofe  to  a  Prain  of  verfification,  expreffion,  and  poe¬ 
tical  imagery,  greatly  fuperior  to  the  age  and  country  in 
which  they  lived 

We  are  now  arrived  to  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  who  claims 
the  higheP  place  of  diPindion,  on  account  of  his  pre¬ 
eminent  merit,  and  the  more  extenfive  influence  of  his 
example.  Into  the  particulars  of  his  life,  which  are  mi¬ 
nutely  difeuffed  in  the  Biographia,  we  fliali  not  enter.  It 
may  be  fufficient  to  fay,  that  he  was  converfant  with  the 
cotirt,  and  engaged  in  public  affairs ;  that  he  was  clofely 
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connected  with  John  of  Gaunt,  and  married  the  filler  of 
the  famous  Catharine  Swynford  ;  that  he  was  involved  in 
the  misfortunes  of  his  friend  and  mailer  *  that  he  was 
obliged  to  flee  into  Holland  when  the  duke  was  difgraced ; 
and  that  he  afterwards,  returned  into  England,  upon  the 
reffo ration  of  his  patron  to  power  and  favour.  Our  buli- 
nefs  is  with  his  literary  character,  which  was  truly  iliuf- 
trious ;  though  on  this  it  is  the  lefs  neeeffary  to  enlarge,  as 
it  has  within  thefe  few  years  been  fo  accurately  and  amply 
difplayed  by  fucli  writers  as  a  Tyrwhit  and  a  Warton. 
Clipucer  was  fkilled  in  all  the  learning  of  the  age,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  aftronomy,  as  appears  from  his  Aflrolabe,  wherein 
he  hath  collected  together  whatever  was  valuable  in  the 
works  of  thofe  who  had  gone  before  him  in  the  fludy 
of^that  fcience.  He  wrote  in  Engiifh  profe,  as  well  as 
yerfe,  being  perfuaded  that  it  was  the  duty  of  able  men  to 
cultivate  their  native  tongue  ;  to  which  opinion  he  fcems 
to  have  been  led,  by  confidering  the  fuccefs  of  Petrarch 
in  adopting  the  fame  method  in  Italy. 

Chaucer  is  entitled  to  eminent  praife  as  a  poet.  He  was 
eqdued  with  a  fine  genius,  and  fhone  in  very  different  kinds 
of  compofition.  His  Canterbury  Tales  are  mailer-pieces, 
which  exhibit  a  wonderful  variety  of  talents ;  for  they 
abound  with  the  fublime  and  the  pathetic,  with  admirable 
fatire,  genuine  humour,  and  an  uncommon  knowledge  of 
life.  The  ftories  told  by  the  feveral  gueils  are  exactly 
fuited  to  their  characters,  and  clearly  evince  that  the  author, 
notwithflanding  the  aids  he  derived  from  his  acquaintance 
with  Italian  literature,  was  poffeiTed  of  a  noble  invention 
and  a  fruitful  imagination.  Whatever  were  the  defeCts  of 
his  flyle,  they  were  entirely  the  defeats  of  the  period  in 
which  he  flourifhed.  At  the  fame  time  it  has  a  claim  ro 
much  higher  praife  than  it  hath  frequently  received.  The 
accufations  of  a  want  of  harmony  in  his  verfification  have 
often, proceeded  from  an  ignorance  of  the  flruCture  of  our 
language  in  that  age,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
pronounced.  Chaucer  is  ufually  characterized  as  the  father 
of  the  Englilh  poetry  ;  he  was  undoubtedly  the  firft  perfon 
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In  England  to  whom  the  appellation  of  a  peer,  in  its  ge¬ 
nuine  luftre,  could  be  applied.  Be fi d e s  t h e  e n r i c h m e n r t h a £ 
he  added  to  our  native  tongue  in  general,  he  had  thddid- 
nour  of  eftabl lining  the  Engliffi  hero;c  verfe,  in  w  hiclhib 
many  beautiful  compofitions  have  fince  appeared. 

It  is  obfervable  that  Chaucer  was  uncommonly  free  da 
his  religious  fentiments,  and  employed  his  talents  not  only 
in  lathing  the  immoralities  of  the  priefis,  but  even  ifr  co¬ 
vertly  attacking  fome  of  the  dodtrines  of  the  Chit  tell  of 
Rome :  nor  hath  it  been  imagined  without  reafon  that  he 
was  a  great  favourer,  if  not  a  diredt  follower  of  Wick  1  iff. 

Another  poet  of  this  sera,  who  is  entitled  to  consider¬ 
able  applaufe,  is  John  Gower.  He  was  the  intimate  friend 
of  Chaucer,  and  co-operated  wfith  him  in  all  his  valuable 
defigns,  With  refpedt  to  religion,  he  was  equally  enlarged 
in  his  fentiments ;  fo  natural  is  the  connection  between 
genius  and  the  love  of  liberty.  Though  he  was  much  in¬ 
ferior  to  Chaucer  in  fpirit,  imagination,  and  elegance,  his 
language  is  not  deftitute  of  perfpicuity,  and  his  verification 
is  frequently  harmonious.  His  courle  of  reading  was  very 
extenlive,  and  his  learning  was  accompanied  with  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  life.  He  critically  cultivated  his  native  tongue, 
thar  he  might  reform  its  irregularities,  and  eftablifh  an  En¬ 
gl  i  fin  ffyle.  His  poems  are  diflingui filed  for  their  moral 
merit.  In  fhort,  if  Chaucer  had  not  exified,  Gower  would 
alone  have  been  fufficient  to  refeue  the  age  he  lived  in  from 
the  imputation  of  barbarifm 

From  the  poets  let  us  pafs  on  to  the  hifiorians,  whom  we 
finall  not  find  equal  to  their  predeceffors  in  the  fame  fpecies 
of  compofition.  The  Compendium  of  Thomas  Wikes, 
which  begins  with  the  Conqueft,  and  ends  at  the  death  of 
Edward  1.  is  clear  and  full  in  its  narration  of  feverai 
events.  The  Chronicle  that  goes  under  the  name  of  John 
Brumpton,  is  copious  in  its  accounts  of  the  Saxons,  and 
tranferibes  many  of  their  laws  at  large.  Higden,  though 
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a  plagiary,  preferves  Tome  things  which  would  other wife  haye 
been  loft.  Matthew  of  We  ft  minder  concluded  his  Annals 
at  the  year  1307  ,*  but  his  work  was  continued  by  other 
hands,  and  particularly  by  Adam  de  Merimuth,  to  1380* 
All  theft?  authors  are  ufeful,  for  want  of  better  inftruc- 
tion ;  and  we  may  add  to  them,  though  he  was  iomewhat 
later  in  point  of  time,  hr  John  Froiffart,  who  was  born  in 
France,  and  wrote  in  the  language  of  that  country,  but 
who  was  brought  up  in  the  court  of  Edward  the  Third, 
His  view  of  the  reigns  of  that  monarch,  and  his  grandfon 
Richard  the  Second,  is  plain,  honed:,  and  valuable  :  it  is  de» 
fcriptive  of  the  manners  of  the  times ;  and  has  been  of  no 
fmall  fervice  to  our  modern  hiftorians.  Walter  Hemming- 
ford,  Nicholas  Trivet,  Ralph  Baldock,  Thomas  Otterbourn, 
Robert  de  Avefbury,  Henry  Knyghfon,  John  de  Fo.rdun,  and 
William  Fackington,  fecretary  to  the  Black  Prince,  were 
hidqrical  writers  during  the  prefent  period.  The  merit  of 
Trivet  and  Robert  de  Avefbury  is  fuperior  to  that  of  the  red. 
1  he  Hiftories  of  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Second,  by  John 
de  Trokelowe,  and  Henry  de  Blaneford,  contain  fome 
curious  circumftances,  the  knowledge  of  which  couki  not 
be  obtained  from  any  other  iources. 

But  this  age  produced  what  was  then  extremely  remark¬ 
able,  an  extenfive  and  illuftrious  traveller.  This  was  fir  John 
Mandeville,  a  ]>erfon  defcended  from  an  ancient  and  noble 
family.  He  had  received  his  education  at  the  m  on  after  y  of 
St.  Albans,  and  applied  himfelf,  for  a  while,  to  the  common 
ftudies  °f  the  day,  and  efpeeially  to  phyiic;  but  at  length 
oe  was  feizcd  with  an  invincible  defire  of  vi firing  Ada  and 
Africa.  Having  amply  provided  himfelf  for  the  purpofe, 
he  fet  out  upon  his  undertaking  in  1332,  and  was  abfent 
from  England  thirty-four  years.  When  be  returned  to  his 
native  country  he  was  fcarcejy  known,  and  had  long  been 
given  up  for  dead  by  his  relations  and  friends.  He  acquired 
aii  acquaintance  with  many  modern  languages,  in  the  courie 
ol  his  adventures,  and  wrote  his  Travels  in  Latin,  French, 
and  Englifh.  Several  falfe  and  fanciful  things  are  to  be 
lound  in  them*  as  he  was  extremely  credulous,  and  tells  us 
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not  only  what  he  faw,  but  what  he  heard.  In  other  re- 
fpeds  his  account  of  the  countries  he  palled  through  de* 
ferves  attention  ;  and,  excepting  Paulus  Venutus,  he  was 
the  fird  man  that  opened  the  knowledge  of  the  remoter 
parts  of  the  world  to  the  Welle rn  Europeans. 

We  come  now  to  the  divines  of  the  period,  and  might 
here  mention  a  great  number  of  fchoolmen ;  but  as  we 
referve  them  for  future  confideration,  we  fhall  only  at  prefen t 
take  notice,  that  John  Duns  Scotus  and  William  Ockham 
are  iliuflrious  names  in  the  hiflory  of  fcholaftic  theology 
Thomas  Doching,  Nicholas  Gorham,  and  T.  Hall,  beiides 
their  proficiency  in  this  theology,  diflinguifhed  themfelves 
as  interpreters  of  Scripture.  But  it  was  John  Baconthorpe 
who  was  the  moil  eminent  in  this  refpedt.  Indeed,  confider- 
ing  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  he  was  an  extraordinary  man. 
He  publifhed  Commentaries  upon  the  whole  of  the  Old  and 
Ne  w  Teftament,  and  his  works  gained  a  reputation  abroad, 
which  continued  a  long  time.  Bradw^ardin’s  Treatife  againft 
the  Pelagians  was  likewife  much  celebrated  for  feveral 
centuries. 

The  grand  luminary  of  this  sera,  as  wre  Aave  already 
feen,  was  John  Wickliff.  He  was  educated  at  Oxford, 
where  he  made  an  uncommon  progrefs  in  all  the  literature 
of  the  age,  and  obtained  the  chief  rank  in  philofophy  and 
divinity.  His  abilities  and  character  recommended  him  to 
the  notice  of  Iflip,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  who  ap¬ 
pointed  him  redor  of  Canterbury-hall ;  but  under  Lang- 
ton,  the  fucceifor  of  Iflip,  he  and  the  other  members  were 
turned  out,  to  make  room  for  the  Mendicant  friars.  Some 
impute  to  this  event  his  oppofition  to  the  Romifb  church* 
Whether  there  be  any  juflice  in  this  imputation,  cannof  now 
be  certainly  determined  ;  but.  whatever  his  motives  were, 
he  dared  to  think  nobly  and  to  write  freely.  That  he  had'  a  fo- 
lid  and  enlarged  underftanding  is  evident  from  the  principles 
advanced  by  him  ;  principles  which  will  appear  the*  Wore’ 
remarkable,  when  we  confider  the  period  wherein  he 
exiflcd,  and  that  he  aftually  went  farther  than  many  of 
the  fird  reformers.  He  had  the  good  ferife  to  fix  Clinflianity 
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on  its  right  foundation,  by  afTerting  the  abfolute  fufficiency 
of  the  Scriptures  as  a  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  He  denied 
the  fupremacy  and  jurifdi&Ion  of  the  pope,  the  corporal 
prefence  of  our  Saviour  in  the  ftcrament,  and  the  authority 
of  the  bifhops  to  inflidt  temporal  punifhments  upon  reli¬ 
gious  offenders.  That  his  fentiments  were  not  in  every 
refpedt  equally  rational,  will  be  no  matter  of  furprize  to  a 
refledting  mind.  The  wonder  is,  that  in  an  age  fo  igno¬ 
rant,  anci  with  disadvantages  fo  great,  he  proceeded  to  the 
length  which  he  did  in  the  rejection  of  error  and  the  in- 
veftigation  of  truth.  For  his  heretical  opinions  he  was 
cited  before  his  fuperiors,  and  his  dodtrines  were  condemn¬ 
ed  ;  but,  being  fupported  by  powerful  patrons,  he  efcaped 
the  malignity  of  his  enemies,  and  lived  and  died  in  peace. 
It  ought  not  to  the  omitted,  that  he  tranilated  the  Bible  ;  a 
grand  undertaking  !  which  Hie  wed  his  real  regard  for  the 
honour  of  revelation.  He  was  not,  however,  the  fir  ft  that 
gave  us  the  Old  and  New  Teftament  in  the  vulgar  tongue, 
John  Trevyfa,  canon  of  Weftbury,  in  Wiltfbire,  and  a 
great  traveller,  did  the  fame,  in  the  period  we  are  treating 
of ;  and  mention  is  made  in  our  ancient  authors  of  other 
verfions,  of  a  ftill  older  date.  This  Trevyfa.  was  one  of  the 
fir  ft  fcholars  of  his  time,  and  was  patronizedTi  lids  learned 
undertakings  by  Thomas  lord  Berkeley.  Wickliff,  who 
does  not  appear  ro  have  underftood  the  Hebrew  Hftguage, 
collected  what  Latin  Bibles  he  could  find;  from  which  he 
made  one  corredt  copy,  and  from  this  he  tranilated.  He 
afterwards  examined  the  beft  commentators  then  extant, 
and  from  them  inferted  in  his  margin  the  paffages  in  which 
the  Latin  differed  from  the  Hebrew  *. 

Mr.  Hume  has  reprefented  Wickliff  and  his  followers  as 
a  fet  of  enthufiafts.  Without  entering  into  a  controverfy 
with  this  elegant  hiftorian,  we  {hall  content  ourfelves  with 
obferving,  that  nothing  peculiarly  enthufiaftic  can  be  traced 
in  the  character  and  conduct  of  Wickliff'  himlelf.  It  is  ap¬ 
parent,  from  his' whole  behaviour,  that  he  was  not  one  of 
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thofe  men  who  icorn  to  decline  danger,  and  feem  to  court 
perfection.  Let  it,  at  the  fame  time,  be  remembered,  that* 

'  had  it  not  been  for  fuch  enthuliads  as  WieklifF,  truth, 
knowledge,  and  liberty,  would  never  have  exifted  in  the 
world. 

Among  the  learned  difcipies  of  this  reformer,  Pateihull, 
after  his  mailer’s  death,  was  the  chief  defender  of  his  fen- 
timents,  and  was  at  length  obliged  to  fly  into  Bohemia, 
where  he  became  very  famous  ampng  the  Huffites.  Re- 
pyndon  appeared  for  a  while  in  the  fame  caufe,  but  was 
induced  to  defert  and  perfecute  it,  for  the  fake  of  pre¬ 
ferment. 

The  opinions  advanced  by  the  Lollards  gave  rife  to  a 
grand  controverfy,  in  which  Bin  ham,  Dymock,  Sharpe, 
Svvaffham,  and  many  more  whole  names  are  not  worthy  of 
being  refcued  from  oblivion,  diflinguilhed  thernfelves  on 
the  opposite  fide.  Another  fubjedt  of  debate  was,  the  me¬ 
thod  of  healing  the  famous  fchifm  between  Urban  VI.  and 
Clement  VII.  John  Golden  and  Thomas  Palmer  exerted 
their  talents  on  this  queftion,  which  was  deemed  important 
in  thofe  days,  but  mull  now  be  regarded  as  altogether  in- 
iignificant  and  contemptible. 

We  fhall  conclude  this  article  with  mentioning  a  few  per- 
fona  who,  though  not  eminent  fcholars  thernfelves,  merit  our 
gratitude  and  aj^plaufe  as  the  generous  patrons  and  promoters 
of 'Tkef  acute.  Edw^y  d  the  Third  is  laid,  by  fome  writers,  to 
have  been  an  enceurqsger  of  learning ;  and  the  account  will 
not  be  thought  improbable,  when  we  rededt  on  the  great 
improvements  that  were  made  in  the  latter  end  of  his  reign. 
John  of  Gaunt,  Duke  of  Lancader,  is,  without  controverfy* 
entitled  to  diftingu idled  honour  in  this  refpedt  ;  for  he  was 
the  zealous  protector  and  friend  of  the  two  molt  illullrious 
men  of  the  age,  Chaucer  and  WicklilF.  Richard  Autigcr* 
vyle,  chancellor  of  England,  fpared  no  labourer  expence 
in  colledling  books  from  all  parts,  of  which  he  made  a 
prefent  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  where  he  e&ablifhed  a 
public  library.  But  the  molt  liberal  benefadtor  to  fcience 
was  William  of  Wickham,  who,  during  his  own  life,  and 
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at  a  prodigious  expence,  founded  the  college  at  Winchefter, 
and  New»college  at  Oxford.  Thefe  feminaries  were  formed 
by  him  upon  a  plan,  the  wifdom  of  which  hath  rendered 
them  Angularly  ufeful  down  to  the  prefent  day  ;  and  he 
had  the  honour  to  be  exactly  imitated  by  feveral  illuftrious 
men,  as  will  be  feen  when  we  fhall  have  occafion  to  mention 
the  literary  eftablifiiments  of  Henry  Chicheley,  William  of 
Waynefleet,  and  king  Henry  the  Sixth* 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Meeting  of  P  arli ament .  Votes  of  Supply,  Receipt  Tax.  Committee  to  enquire 
into  Frauds  committed  on  the  Revenue.  Fxpulfion  of  Mr,  Atkinfon. 


r”|“^HOUGH  the  great  variety 
JL  of'  public  buiinefs,  and  the 
change  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
adminiftration  of  affairs,  had  pro- 
traded  the  fitting  of  parliament 
■through  a  great  part  of  the  bum¬ 
mer  of  the  year  i  7  8  3 ,  it  was  thought 
proper  to  call  them  together  again 
for  their  fourth  feflion  lo  early  as 
the  nth  day  of  November,  'This 
affembly  had  not  indeed  as  yet 
palled  through  the  half  of  the  pe* 
riod  of  exifence  affigned  them  by 
law  ;  but  few  of  their  predecelfors 
had  witnelfed  fo  many  revolutions 
of  the  perfons  called  upontotranf- 
ad  the  buiinefs  of  their  country. 
They  had  been  eleded  under  the 
aufpices  of  lord  North  ;  and  we 
believe  the  minifler  had  as  much 
reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  his  fuc- 
cefs  in  that  affair,  as  with  any  of 
the  various  operations  that  had 
taken  place  under  his  diredion. 
They  had  indeed  afterwards  been 
adive  in  difplacing  him  from  the 
helm  of  government ;  but  the 
caufe  of  that  proceeding  is  to  be 
fought  in  a  certain  combination 
pf  circumffmces  that  no  human 


policy  could  rehfi,  and  not  in  any 
original  want  of  congeniality  and 
friendfhip  to  the  noble  lord  in  this 
houfe  of  commons.  Though  drip¬ 
ped  of  power  and  patronage,  he 
fill  retained  an  influence  in  thofe 
walls,  which  would  render  him  a 
formidable  enemy  to  any  miniller 
againtl  whom  he  fliould  dired  his 
exertions  •  and  it  was  fpeedily  per* 
ceived,  that  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  thofe  threats  of  profecution  and 
punifhment,  which  are  naturally 
pointed  againft  an  unfuccefsful  mi* 
nifler,  to  teach  him  the  leflbns  of 
timidity  and  forbearance.  The  ad* 
minifration  of  lord  North  had  been 
followed  by  the  appointment  of  a 
let  of  men,  from  whom  the  majo* 
rity  of  their  countrymen  had  form* 
ed  very  fanguine  expedations. 
But  thele  expectations  were  defined 
to  be  overturned  almofl  as  foon  as 
raifed.  The  untimely  death  of 
their  leader,  and  the'  unhappy 
mifunderfandings  that  fueeeedea, 
fpeedily  demolifhed  a  fabric,  of 
which  the  public  had  conceived  far 
other  hopes.  The  wing  of  the 
building  (if  \ye  miyy  be  allowed  to 
A  2  '  purfue 
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purfue  our  metaphor)  that  full  re¬ 
mained,  had  perhaps  by  this  de¬ 
falcation  been  too  much  narrowed, 
to  bid  fair  for  any  long  duration. 
The  fubfequent  afcendancy  of  the 
earl  of  Shelburne  was  fcarcely  be¬ 
held  by  any  party  with  an  eye  of 
complacence ;  and,  though  the 
manners  of  that  nobleman  be  ex¬ 
tremely  elegant  and  courtly,  they 
feemed,  by  a  ftrange  fatality,  lei's 
to  have  conciliated  good-will  than 

O 

to  have  excited  jealoufy,  fuipicion, 
and  envy. 

The  adminiftration  formed  in  the 
fp ring  of  the  year  1783  was  uni- 
verfaliy  acknowleged  to  be  able, 
powerful  and  active.  All  men 
agreed  to  look  up  to  them  for  feme- 
thing  bold,  enterprifing,  and  de- 
cilive.  Such  an  adminiftration  as 
this,  raid  their  friends,  comprifed 
ip  it  all  that  was-  requiftte  to  heal 
the  wounds  and  re  fore  the  pro¬ 
sperity  of  their  country.  From  fo 
happy  a  combination  of  native  ge¬ 
nius  and  long  experience,  of  Spirited 
adventure  and  fugacious  heiitation, 
every  thing  might  be  premifed. 
Nor  were  thefe  qualities  unattended 
with  that  circumftance,  without 
which  no  qualities  can  avail,  a  juft 
lnafs  of  weight,  connexion  and 
intereft.  But  the  very  fame  con- 
iiderations  that  infpired  their  ad¬ 
vocates  with  hope,  were  regarded 
by  their  opponents  as  the  fruitful 
fources  of  terror  and  misfortune. 
Their  ability  would  be  found  only 
an  ability  to  contrive  our  deftruc- 
tjQn,  their  influence  an  influence 
t  ^at  would  carry  the  werft  meafures 
a1  eaflly  as  the  bell,  and  their  aCti- 
vjty  a  refilefs  enemy,  againft  which 
n  o  prudence  could  fecure  us.  'J'he 
numerous  fet  of  men,  who  had 
contracted  the  extremeft  averfion 
to  lord  IS  orth’s  adminid  ration, 
cou  d  not  eaf  ly  reconcile  themfelves 
to  i  is  adoration  to  power.  Thole 


who  inferred  an  abandonment  of 
public  character  from  impropriety 
of  private  conduct,  or  who  con¬ 
ceived  an  ample  property  to  be  the 
moft  eligible  lecurity  for  minifterial 
rectitude,  were  by  no  means  pleated 
to  fee  Mr.  Fox  reftored  to  lo  con- 
fpicuous  a  ftation.  And  the  friends 
of  prerogative,  and  tome,  who 
would  have  been  difpleafed  at 
being  included  in  the  appellation 
of  Tories,  were  averfe  to  the  pre- 
fent  government,  becaufe,  as  it 
was  faid,  44  they  had  taken  the 
clofet  of  the  fovereign  by  florin.’9 
As  men,  they  wifhed  to  fee  the 
prince  upon  the  throne  unihackled 
m  the  choice  ot  his  iervants*  And 
as  politicians,  they  believed,  .that 
for  the  appointment  of  minifters  to 
originate  m  the  houfe  of  commons, 
was  to  confound  t  he  three  branches 
of  our  happy  conftitution.  Par¬ 
liament  might  remove  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fervants  for  mifconduCt  and 

J  m> 

delinquency,  but  they  ought  not 
either  to  prescribe  to  his  choice 
in  the  frit  indance,  or  to  condemn 
the  men  he  fhould  choofe,  untried, 
in  the  fecond. 

The  fpecch  from  the  throne  be¬ 
gan  with  obferving  upon  the  fate 
of  the  treaties  of  peace,  and  the 
probability  there  was  that  the  ie- 
veral  parties  to  thofe  treaties  would 
concur  with  the  king  in  his  in¬ 
clination  to  keep  the  calamities  of 
war  at  a  diftance.  An  apology  was 
made  for  the  calling  parliament  to¬ 
gether  after  fo  fhort  a  recefs.  The 
fituation  of  the  Raft  India  company 
was  reprefented  as'  claiming  their 
utmoft  exertions  ;  and  the  provid¬ 
ing  for  the  lecurity'  and  increafe  of 
the  revenue,  by  the  fuppreflion  of 
the  illicit  trade,  was  ftrongly  re¬ 
commended.  The  reduction  of  the 
war  eftablifliment  was  mentioned 
with  complacency  ;  and  the  no¬ 
velty  of  their  fituation  hinted  at* 
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In  .'thefe  circumftances,  the  king 
milled  that  their  counfels  would 
provide  what  was  called  for  by  that 
Situation,  and  their  wifdom  give 
permanence  to  what  had  been  found 
beneficial  by  the  experience  of 
ages. 

The  addrefs  was  moved  in  the 
.house  of  lords  by  the  earl  of  Scar- 

it  # 

borough,  and  leconded  by  lord  vil- 
count  Hampden,  each  of  whom 
had  only  that  day  taken  their  feats 
in  the  houfe.  One  other  lord,  earl 
Temple,  rofe  to  deliver  his  ienti- 
meats  upon  this  oceafion,  it  being 
the  fir  If  time  he  had  been  in  the 
houfe  fmce  the  appointment  of  the 
prefent  mini  hers.  This  nobleman 
began  in  a  high  lfyle  of  oppofition. 
He  meaned  not,  however,  to  put 
his  negative  upon  the  addreis  ;  and 
he  fhould  never  defcend  to  the 
meannefs  of  a  factious  oppofition. 
He  was  neither  the  adherent  nor 
the  dupe  of  any  faction.  He  had 
received  his  late  appointment,  in 
the  moft  honourable  manner,  from 
the  crown  ;  he  had  maintained  it 
by  the  pure  ft  and  moft  upright 
means  ;  and  it  was  by  a  bold  and 
unconftitutional  attack  upon  the 
dignity  of  the  crown,  that  he  had 
been  induced  to  lay  it  at  his  ma- 
•jefty’s  feet.  He  was  of  opinion, 
that  by  this  attack  the  prefent  mi- 
nifters  had  fhaken,  if  not  deftroyed 
the  conftitution  of  their  country  ; 
and  he  reproached  that  houfe  with 
an  inactivity,  by  which,  in  a  moft 
intere fling  moment,  they  had  fhrurik 
themfelves  into  a, cypher, 

Eut  the  earl  had  reafons,  from 
the  conduCt  of  minifters  fmce  they 
Came  into  office,  for  diftrufting 
them.  Where  was  the  vaunted 
•commercial  treaty  with  America  ? 
He  was  not  inclined  lightly  to  give 
Credit  to  rumour  ;  but  it  was  cir¬ 
culated  with  great  openhefs,  that 
this  treaty  had  been  broken  oft, 


and  was  not  likely  to  be  renewed, 
for  reafons  by  no  means  favourable 
to  the  perfons  who  fat  at  the  helm 
.of  government.  Why  had  not  the 
preliminary  articles  with  Holland 
been  wrought  up  into  a  definitive 
treaty  ?  For  what  reafon  had  the 
affairs  of  India  been  deferred  to  fo 
late  a  period  ?  He  was  more  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  fpeech  for  its 
omiffions,  than  for  what  it  con¬ 
tained,  The  entire  filence  it  pre- 
ferved  refpeCfing  the  extraordinary 
fall  of  the  flocks,  and  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  Ireland,  was  in  his  mind 
totally  unpardonable. 

In  the  houfe  of  commons  the 
bu.finefs  was  opened  by  the  earl  of 
Upper  OiTory,  and  feconded  by  fir 
Francis  Ballet.  Mr,  Wiliiam  Pitt 
bellowed  his  applaufe  both  upon 
the  fpeech  and  the  addrefs ;  and 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  unanimity, 
fo  often  recommended,  and  fo  fel- 
dom  leen,  would  appear  upon  this 
occafion.  He  remarked  it,  how¬ 
ever,  as  a  matter  of  furprize,  that 
the  figning  of  the  definitive  treaties 
had  been  fo  long  delayed  ;  and  ob- 
ferved  upon  the  inconiiftency  of 
minifters  in  propofing  to  thank  the 

king  for  the  conclufion  of  that  very 
^  *  * 
peace,  for  the  procuring  of  which 

they  had  refufedto  thank  him  eight 
months  before.  As  to  the  affairs 
of  India,  he  warned  them  that  it 
would  not  be  enough  to  attempt 
meafures  of  palliation,  and  of  a 
temporary  nature,  that  would 
only  increafe  the  danger,  by  re¬ 
moving  its  diftance  to  a  fhort  pe¬ 
riod,  Thefe  affairs  were  now  be¬ 
come  an  objeCt  of  the  greateft  con¬ 
federation  in  the  empire,  with  only 
one  exception,  that  of  her  finances. 
She  could  never  recover  her  fixa¬ 
tion  among  the  nations  of  Europe 
but  by  the  moft  rigid  ceconomy  ; 
an  ceconomy,  which  fliould  not 
flop  at  rendering  her  revenue  equal 
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to  her  expenditure,  but  fhould  pro¬ 
duce  a  redundancy  for  the  extinc-  - 
tion  of  the  national  debt.  He  re¬ 
commended  to  miniiters  to  adt  with 
boldnefs :  our  fituation  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  new  in  many  refpedts  ; 
it  therefore  called  more  loudiy  for 
enquiry ;  nor  could  profperity  be 
expected,  it  the  danger  was  flirunk 
from,  or  the  true  hate  of  the  na¬ 
tion  concealed.  Mr.  Pitt  ridiculed,' 
the  language  and  condudt  that  had 
been  held  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the 
commercial  treaty  with  America. 
The  late  miniiters  had  been  blamed 
for  not  completing  this  work  in  a 
very  {hort  Ipace  ot  time.  But, 
though  a  gentleman  of ; the  molt  in- 
exhaufiible  refources,  and  who  was 
not  a  little  fanguine  of  fuccels,  had 
liiice  been  fent  out  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  though  a  conliderable 
part  of  that  feffion,  and  the  whole 
recefs  had  palled  away,  the  fpeech 
had  not  once  mentioned  this  treaty. 
Mr.  Pitt,  however,  was  acquainted 
with  the  difficulty  of  the  bufinefs, 
and  was  willing  to  afcribe  the  delay 
to  the  nature  of  the  negotiation. 
But  he  expedted  that  the  fubject 
would  loon  be  brought  forward, 
and  that  not  by  piece-meal,  but 
that  one  grand  fyllem  of  commerce 
would  be  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  for 
their  conlideration.  If  the  mea- 
fures  of  miniiters  met  his  ideas,  he 
would  not  endeavour  to  defeat 
them  by  an  ignoble  oppofition, 
but  would,  on  the  contrary,  give 
them  all  the  fupport  in  his  power. 

Mr.  Fox  delired  to  return  his 
thanks  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  and  declared, 
that  few  things  could  give  him 
.more  fatisfadtion  than  to  find  that 
the  fpeech  and  addrefs  appeared 
unexceptionable  to  him,  and  were 
to  be  honoured  with  his  fupport. 
He  acknowleged  that  the  definitive 
treaties  might  have  been  concluded 
ft  oner  ;  but  heobferved,  that  there 


were  fome  few  points  in  which  they 
varied  front  the  preliminary  ar¬ 
ticles  ;  variations,  that  had  been 
procured  without  additional  ex¬ 
pence,  and  any  one  of  which,  in 
his  opinion,  would  have  compenfat- 
ed  the  delay  of  a  few  weeks,  or 
even  a  few  months.  The  prelimi¬ 
nary  articles  had  paid  no  attention 
to  the  protection  of  the  proteitant 
and  Britifii  inhabitants  of  Tobago  ; 
and  had  afcertained  no  boundaries 
for  our  carrying  on  of  the  gum 
trade,  but  had  referred  them  to  an 
epoch  when  it  was  carried  on  by 
violence,  and  continually  attended 
with  a  els  of  hoftility.  They  had 
been  equally  inexplicit  in  their  de- 
feription  of  the  pofielfions  or  our 
allies  in  India  ;  and,  which  was  of 
more  confequence  than  all,  when 
they  had  limited  the  period  for 
concluding  a  general  commercial 
treaty  to  two  years,  they  had  laid 
nothing  refpedting  the  eventual 
fiate  of  commerce,  if  a  treaty  were 
not  concluded  within  that  time® 
All  thele  defedts  h  ad  been  re¬ 
medied  in  the  definitive  treaties. 
Mr.  Fox  retained  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  he  had  uniformly  profeffed  of 
the  conditions  of  the  peace,  as 
inadequate  to  the  relative  fit  nation 
of  our  affairs.  He  yet  conceived 
it  to  be  highly  proper  to  thank 
the  fovereign  for  having  put 
the  finifhing  hand  to  a  treaty, 
the  lignin g  of  which  was  lefs  a 
matter  of  choice  than  necefiity. 
There  was  a  little  circumfiancc, 
which  difiinguifhed  the  former 
from  the  prefent  Iituation.  The. 
faith  of  the  nation  was  now  to  be 
taken  againil  the  fiate  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  And  this,  in  his  apprehen- 
lion,  was  a  conlideration  of  fo 
much  weight,  that,  now  the  bufi¬ 
nefs  was  concluded,  he  would  not 
hefitate  to  fay,  that,  committed  as 
the  public  faith  had  been  by  the 

pre- 
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preliminary  articles,  he  would  have 
concluded  the  defini  ive.  treaties 
upon  the  balls  of  them,  if  the  mi* 
mtlers  of  the  other  belligerent 
powers  had  thought  proper  to  ad¬ 
here  to  their  letter. 

Mr.  Pitt  had  expreffcd  his  fur* 
prize  that  the  bulinefs  of  India  had 
been  fo  long  pollponed.  Upon  this 
fubjedt  the  iecretary  was  ready  to 
take  fhame  to  himfelf ;  for  the  Rate 
of  our  affairs  in  the  Eai.1  had,  tor 
forne  time,  been  iiich  that  they 
could  ill  brook  any  delay.  Mean¬ 
while  various  committees  had  been 
appointed  by  that  houfe  ;  infinite 
pains  had  been  taken  to  inveftigate 
the  real  date  of  our  India  terri¬ 
tories  ;  and  fo  able  and  accurate 
were  the  reports  that  had  been 
made,  that  no  popular  affembly 
could  poiliblv  be  better  informed 
upon  the  fubjedt.  To  convince 
them  that  it  was  his  defign  to  bring 
forward  the  bulinefs  immediately, 
Mr.  Fox  took  advantage  of  the 
full  houfe  he  then  faw,  to  give 
notice,  that,  on  that  day  fevennight, 
he  would  make  a  motion  relative 
to  India. 

The  fecretary  was  particularly 
pleafed  with  the  manly  and  open 
manner  in  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 
pointed  out  the  remedy  that  mull 
be  applied  to  the  date  of  our  finances. 
It  was  to  look  the  fituation  of  the 
country  in  the  face  ;  to  determine 
to  meet  the  difficulty,  great  as  it 
was,  and  to  provide  for  the  bur¬ 
den,  grievous  as  it  mud  unavoid¬ 
ably  be  found.  The  feheme  of 
taxing  the  funds,  that  had  been 
fuggeded  by  certain  obfeure  wri¬ 
ters,  was  not  lefs  difhoned  than  it 
was  impracticable.  There  was  a 
maxim  laid  down  in  an  excellent 
political  work  *,  which  had  been 
ridiculed  for  its  fimplicity,  but 

*  Treat  ft  on  the  Wealth  of 


HISTORY.  7 

which,  in  his  mind,  included  the 
grand  fecret  for  the  government  of 
finance.  It  was  there  remarked, 
that  the  only  way  to  become  rich* 
was  to  contrive  that  our  income 
Ihould  exceed  our  expences.  The 
maxim  applied  equally  to  an  indi¬ 
vidual  and  a  nation.  Oeconomy 
ought  to  be  the  principal  object  of 
minilfers.  Nor  was  this  enough  ; 
minifters,  in  his  opinion,  would 
difeharge  but  the  half  of  their 
duty,  if  they  did  not  fomethmg 
towards  eftablifhing  an  actual  link¬ 
ing  fund,  capable  of  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  a  conltant  and  feniibie  di¬ 
minution  of  the  public  burthens*. 
The  great  difficulty  lay  in  drawing 
the  line,  and  diftmguilhing  how- 
far  the  public,  in  time  of  peace, 
could  bear  to  be  additionally  bur- 
thened,  and  how  far  it  was  pru¬ 
dent  for  miniders  to  go.  It  might 
be  aliened,  that  the  people  ought 
not  to  be  fo  far  prelled  as  to  de¬ 
prive  them  of  all  eladicity  and  vi¬ 
gour  in  the  event  of  another  war* 
This  argument  had  its  weight,  in  a 
certain  degree  ;  but  he  fliouid  think 
it  better  policy  to  make  them  tern- 
poraiy  than  lingering  fufferers.  If 
that  houfe  would  have  the  forti¬ 
tude  to  lay  afide  local  prejudices, 
and  the  fear  of  a  momentary  un¬ 
popularity,  and  look  only  to  the 
general  welfare,  the  path  to  pro¬ 
sperity  would  be  conliderably 
fmoothed,  and  the  national  pro- 
fpedt  brighten  apace.  Whenever 
the  prefent  minidry  were  found  to> 
fhrink  from  their  duty  in  this  re- 
fpect,  he  defired  the  houfe  to  with¬ 
draw  from  them  their  fupport ; 
but  it  depended  upon  parliament  to 
give  effedt  to  the  plans  that  mini- 
lie  rs  lliould  propofe,  Hfe  wilhed 
mod  earnedly  to  imprefs  this  idea 
upon  the  minds  of  the  houfes 
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that  ffrengthening  the  hands  of  go¬ 
vernment  was  not  ffrengthening 
the  prefent  adminiff  ration.  It  was 
not  a  matter  of  jparty,  of  one  fide 
the  houfe  or  the  other.  To  obtain 
this  durable  fituation,  great  re¬ 
forms  muff  yet  be  made,  and  much 
mull  depend  upon  the  virtue,  con- 
iiancy,  and  ability  of  government. 
If  he  could  indulge  the  idea,  that 
the  unanimity  of  this  day,  an  una¬ 
nimity  which  gave  him  the  mod 
fenfible  delight,  was  the  earned  of 
future  temper,  moderation  and 
union — if  he  could  fee  the  pro- 
fpecf,  that  the  fpirit  of  diffeniion 
was  at  length  to  give  way  to  the 
neceffities  of  the  country,  and  that 
at  lead  they  were  to  fulpend  their 
perfcnal  animofities  till  the  deli¬ 
verance  of  the  country  was  ac- 
complifhed ;  he  fhould  indeed  be 
warm  in  his  expeditions,  and  fhould 
believe  that  a  very  few  years  would 
behold  us  in  renovated  drength  and 
fplendour. 

On  the  19th  of  November,  the 
houfe  being  in  a  committee  of  fup- 
ply,  admiral  Pigot,  from  the  ad¬ 
miralty,  moved  a  refolution  for 
twenty-fix  thoufand  feamen  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1784.  At 
the  fame  time  he  obferved,  that  five 
drips  of  the  line,  and  two  .large 
frigates,  which  were  under  orders 
to  return  from  India,  would  ar¬ 
rive  in  March  or  April,  and  would 
then  be  paid  off:  the  feamen  on 
board  thefe  drips  he  computed  at 
145  c  men,  and  confequently  the 
vote  for  next  year  would  be  lefs 
than  that  for  the  prefent  by  that 
number.  Mr.  Jenkinfon  obferved, 
that  the  circumdances  of  the  coun¬ 
try  were  fuch  as  demanded  the  ut- 
mod  attention  to  oeconomy  ;  and 
he  remembered,  that  fifteen  thou¬ 
fand  feamen  had  been  fettled  by 
fome  of  the  greated  men  that  ever 
governed  this  country,  as  perfedily 


adequate  to  all  the  purpofes  of  a 
peace  edablidrment.  Mr.  Fox  ae- 
knowleged,  that  the  proper  peace 
edablidiment  would  be  greatly  lefs 
than  the  prefent  vote  ;  but  remark¬ 
ed,  that,  at  the  end  of  fo  extenfive 
a  war,  it  would  be  unwife  to  pre¬ 
cipitate  the  forming  that  effabiilh- 
ment. 

On  the  foth  of  December,  the 
bufinefs  of  the  fupply  was  again 
refumed,  and  the  lecretary  at  war 
moved  for  17,4.83  men  for  the  land 
fervice  of  the  en fuing  year.  Mr, 
Huffey  had  hoped,  that  a  fmaller 
force  would  have  been  deemed  fuf- 
ficient ;  and  fir  Jofeph  Mawbey 
particularly  objected  to  three  regi¬ 
ments  intended  for  Ireland,  and  two 
battalions  of  Hanoverians,  includ¬ 
ed  in  the  detail ;  and  propofed  an 
amendment,  dating  the  requifite 
force  at  ten  thoufand  men.  The 
commander  in  chief  replied  ;  and, 
in  regard  to  the  Irifh  regiments, 
obferved,  that  the  parliament  of 
that  country  had  demanded  them, 
and  that0 the  perfons  belt  acquainted 
with  its  fituation,  had  recommend¬ 
ed  the  meafure. 

Two  days  previous  tc  this  mo¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Henry  Flood,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  took  his  feat 
in  the  Britilh  houfe  of  Commons, 
as  member  of  parliament  for  the 
city  of  Winchefter.  The  abilities 
of  this  gentleman  we  have  more 
t/han  once  had  occalion  to  comme¬ 
morate  :  plans  had  been  repeatedly 
formed  by  the  minuter  of  the  day 
for  fum moiling  him  as  an  auxiliary 
to  the  Englifh  parliament,  which 
for  fome  reafon  or  other  had  never 
been  carried  into  effeeff  ;  and  the 
greateft  expectations  were  enter¬ 
tained  of  his  graceful  and  perfpi- 
cuous  eloquence,  now  that  it  was 
to  be  difplayed  upon  a  theatre  more 
calculated  for  the  attainment  of  the 
highefi  reputation. 
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But  the  experiment  was  defiined 
tt>  have  the  mod  mortifying  con- 
clulion.  Stimulated  by  the  aCfiye 
and  fanguine  character  of  his  dif- 
pofition,  Mr.  Flood  favoured  the 
Britifh  commons  with  the  hr  ft  ef- 
fay  of  his  eloquence  on  the  very 
day  that  he  enrolled  himfelf  in  their 
number.  It  was  received  by  them 
neither  with  the  complacency  of 
admiration,  nor  with  the  indul¬ 
gence  that  tafle  and  urbanity  ever 
delight  to  pay  to  the  openings  of 
genius.  Mr.  Courteney,  a  gen¬ 
tleman  not  lefs  diftinguifhed  by  the 
gaiety  of  his  humour  and  the  keen- 
nefs  of  his  wit,  than  Mr.  Flood 
himfelf  for  logical  acumen  and  en- 
thufiaflical  fervour,  undertook  to 
anfwer  his  countryman.  Fiis  an- 
tagonift  was  by  no  means  the  per¬ 
fect  character  that  leaves  nothing* 
open  to  the  batteries  of  fatire.  On 
the  contrary,  the  injudicioufnefs 
of  his  conduct,  and  the  egotifm  of 
his  Ifyle  could  only  be  atoned  by 
the  greatnefs  of  his  abilities.  Per¬ 
haps  Mr.  Courteney  was  never  fo 
happy,  or  his  humour  fo  exube¬ 
rant  as  on  this  occafion.  No¬ 
thing  is  fo  incurable  as  the  wounds 
of  ridicule*  Mr.  Flood  was  de¬ 
graded  at  once  from  that  eminence 
to  which  his  reputation  had  raifed 
him  in  the  opinion  of  his  audi¬ 
tors  ;  and  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  a  lofty  Pyle  and  a  faturnine 
manner  to  banifh  from  their  re¬ 
membrance  the  diverfion  that  had 
been  afforded  them* 

When  the  refolutiop  for  the  num¬ 
ber  of  men  for  the  land  fervice  was 
reported  to  the  houfe  on  the  i  ith 
of  December,  Mr.  Flood  thought 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  animadvert 
on  what  had  fallen  from  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  on  the  fubjedt  of 
Ireland.  He  had  not  then  been  in 
the  houfe,  but  he  underflood  that 
that  minifler  had  alligned  a  deli- 
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cacy  in  the  fituation  of  Ireland  as 

a'reafon  for  voting  fo  large  a  num¬ 
ber  of  men.  This  language  had* 
been  interpreted  to  allude  to  ths 
volunteers  of  that  kingdom ;  if, 
therefore,  it  palled  unexplained,  it 
might  produce  the  mod  mifehievous 
confequences.  But  did  any  fuipedt 
the  volunteers  of  Ireland  of  evil 
deiigns  ?  Did  any  man  imagine 
they  intended  to  moled  the  quiet 
of  this  country,  or  didurb  the  re- 
pole  of  their  own  ?  If  fuch  were 
the  real  feelings  of  an  individual, 
let  that  individual  come  forward  and 
avow  his  fentiments.  If  it  were 
the  fe.ntiment  of  a  body  of  men, 
let  the  body  of  men  declare  that 
they  thought  fo.  The  volunteers 
of  Ireland  had  given  ample  proof 
of  their  loyalty,  ample  proof  of 
their  claim  to  public  confidence. 
They  had  flood  forward  in  the  hour 
of  difficulty  ;  they  had  undertaken 
the  caufe  of  their  country  in  the 
moment  of  danger.  They  had  pro¬ 
tected  Ireland  from  the  invafion  of 
a  foreign  enemy ;  they  had  fup- 
ported  its  internal  police  in  a  man¬ 
ner  never  known  before.  It  was 
therefore  neceflary,  if  they  had  not 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  that  it  fliould 
be  known  ;  and,  if  they  had,  that 
the  grounds  of  fufpicion  fliould  be 
avowed  and  explained. 

There  is  a  lerioufnefs  and  deli¬ 
beration  in  the  character  of  a  peo¬ 
ple  verging  towards  political  ener¬ 
gy,  that  rendered  the  nation  of 
Ireland  a  lcene  peculiarly  favour¬ 
able  to  the  difplay  of  Mr.  Flood’s 
abilities.  As  the  inhabitants  of  this 
country  have  neither  the  Irifli  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  deficiency,  nor  the 
Irifli  ambition,  they  have  lefs  in¬ 
dulgence  and  lels  docility.  At¬ 
tached  to  every  thing  that  affords 
them  mirth  and  amufement,  they 
willingly  immolate  at  their  fhrine 

tha 


BRITISH  AND 


JO 

the  honours  of  merit  and  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  fenfihility.  Acutely  dif- 
cri mi  mating  the  (hades  of  an  artifi¬ 
cial  propriety,  they  have  no  fym- 
pathy  for  the  honeft  eftervefcencies 
of  zeal,  and  the  venerable  ebulli¬ 
tions  of  genius.  Mr.  Flood  had 
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recently  been  held  up  to  them  as 
ah  object  of  ridicule.  He  had  now 
chofen  to  dilate  upon  a  fubjedt  of 
confiderablc  delicacy,  and  he  had 
done  this  perhaps  with  too  little 
attention  to  the  leffons  of  prudence. 
The  houfe  had  felt  itfelf  dilgufled. 
When  he  rofe  the  fecond  time,  in 
confequence  of  having  been  egre- 
gioufly  mifreprefented  by  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  had  undertaken  to  an- 
fwer  him,  he  was  immediately  li¬ 
cenced  with  the  cry  of  Spoke  ! 
Spoke  :  Irritated  at  this  treat¬ 
ment,  he  loft  all  that  felf-poffeiiion, 
which  was  more  than  ever  necei- 
fary,  and  rofe  again  and  again,  in 
defiance  of  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe. 
But  he  was  overpowered  by  num¬ 
bers.  He  was  treated  by  feveral 
perfons,  and  particularly  general 
Luttrel,  with  the  extreme  ft  afpe- 
rity  and  invective,  without  being 
permitted  to  utter  a  word  in  his 
defence.  In  confequence,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  this  was  the  lalt  time  he  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  walls  of  the  Englilh* 
houfe  of  commons. 

The  day  following  Mr.  Min- 
chin,  from  the  office  of  ordnance, 
moved  a .  reiolution  for  111,634!. 
9s.  6d.  for  the  unprovided  fervices 
of  1783,  and  430,369b  7s.  cjd.ftor 
the  fervice  of  the  enluing  year. 
A  part  of  this  latter  fuin  was  de¬ 
stined  for  the  completion  of  works 
already  begun,  and  the  repair  of 
others,  which,  if' not  immediately 
undertaken,  would  fall  to.,  ruin  ; 
and  the  fum  of  i8,iool.  had  been 
expended  in  the  pure  hale  of  fir 
Gregory  Page’s  houfe,  at  Black- 
heath,  for  the  purpofe  of  a  royal 
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military  academy.  This  purchafd 
was  particularly  excepted  to  by 
Mr.  HuiTey  and  Mr.  Charles  Brett. 
It  was  defended  on  the  ground  of 
the  extreme  incommodity  and  un- 
wholefomenefs  of  the  houfe  at 
Woolwich,  which  was  at  prefent 
employed  for  that  purpofe.  Thefe 
weie  itated  to  be  fo  great,  that 
feven  of  the  young  gentlemen  were 
at  prelent  lodged  in  a  room  not 
twenty  feet  fquare,  and  one  third 
of  their  number  had  for  a  long 
time  pa  ft  been  upon  the  lick  lift. 
In  the  mean  time  the  inftitution 
Itlelf  received  the  warmeft  eulo- 
giutns.  Formerly  our  artillery  had 
been  entirely  ferved  by  foreign  en¬ 
gineers.  The  late  duke  of  Cum¬ 
berland,  defirous  that  we  fhould 
have  a  native  force  for  this  pur- 
pole,  proportioned  to  the  number 
ol  our  army,  had  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  military  academy  ;  and 
its  fu reefs  had  been  fuch  as  to  ju- 
ftify  the  expectations  of  its  warm- 
eft:  friends.  A  young  gentleman 
was  inftanced,  of  the  name  of 
O’Hara,  grandfon  to  the  late  lord 
Tyrawley,  and  only  fifteen  years 
of  age,  who,  having  been  appoint¬ 
ed  to  an  arduous  fervice  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  havingliad  all  uis  men 
killed,  1  corned  to  fly  ;  and,  though 
quarter  was  offered  him,  refuted,  it, 
pre! erring  death  to  the  fuppofed 
difgrace  of  having  loft  his  guns. 
To  theie  coniiderations  it  was  add¬ 
ed,  that  the  purchafe  was  in  the 
higheft  degree  an  economical  one. 
'The  houfe  had  been  bought  in  for 
the.  value  of  its  materials;  and,, 
though  the  fum,  for  which  they 
had  come  to  parliament,  was 
i8,rool,  yet  the  additional  grant 
would,  in  fact,  amount  to  only 
6000C  300c I,  voted  for  building 

a  chapel  at  Woolwich  might  be 
converted  to  this  new  objedt,  and 
leveral  officers  belonging  to  the 
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ordnance,  to  whom  government 
now  paid  a  fum  of  near  500!.  per 
annum,  as  an  allowance  for  lodg¬ 
ing,  would  for  the  future  be  ac¬ 
commodated  in  the  houle  that  had 
been  purchafed.  Mr.  Steele  can¬ 
didly  allured  the  houfe  from  his 
own  knowlege,  that,  if  the  duke 
of  Richmond  had  continued  mailer- 
general  of  the  ordnance,  he  had 
intended  to  make  the  purchdfe  in 
queilion.  Sir  William  Dolben  and 
Mr.  Martin  each  of  them  rofe  to 
declare,  that  they  conceived  the 
demand  to  be  perfectly  juft  and 
reafonable.  Mr.  Huffey,  however, 
periitVing  in  his  objection,  lord 
fohn  Cavendifn  propofed,  that  the 
propriety  of  the  meafute  fhould  be 
referred  to  the  conlideration  of  a 
committee. 

On  the  26th  of  November  a  bill 
was  brought  into  parliament  by 
lord  John  Cavendifh,  for  explain¬ 
ing  and  amending  an  act  of  the 
lait  feiiion,  impofing  certain  damp 
duties  on  receipts.  The  principal 
object  of  this  bill  was  to  make  every 
p&rfon,  who  fhould  lign  a  receipt 
on  undamped  paper,  liable  to  the 
fpecific  penalty  of  five  pounds. 
Some  of  the  abled  lawyers  indeed, 
particularly  the  late  and  the  pre¬ 
sent  attorney-general,  had  decided, 
that  the  a£t  of  lad  year  clearly  im¬ 
pelled'  the  penalty  in  quedion.  But 
opinions  of  a  different  tenour  had 
br.en  indudiioufiy  diffeminated,  and 
it  was  not  proper  that  a  doubt  fhould 
remain  upon  the  minds  of  the  fub~ 
jecl  in  a  matter  of  this  nature. 
Thefe  opinions  were  particularly 
complained  of.  rI'he  tax  in  its  out¬ 
let,  it  was  laid,  hid  exceeded  all 
the  expectations  that  had  been 
formed  of  it;  but  upon  tfie  publi¬ 
cation  of  thefe  opinions,  it  had 
fallen  off  immediately.  Britifh  fub- 
jccts  had  a.n  undoubted  right  to 
{peculate  upon  every  political 
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queftion  ;  but  it  were  to  be  wiflied 
that  gentlemen  would  turn  their 
{peculations  fome  other  way,  ra¬ 
ther  than  to  the  diminifhmg  the 
revenues  of  their  country.  "  The 
opinions  alluded  to  had  been  figned 
by  Mr.  Kenyon,  Mr.  Arden  and 
Mr.  Macdonald.  Thefe  ftrictures, 
therefore,  called  up  each  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  who  defended  with 
fome  warmth  the  decifion  they 
had  pronounced. 

But  the  receipt  tax  had  been  too 
extenfively  unpopular,  not  to  pro¬ 
duce  one  more  regular  effort  for  its 
abrogation.  A  great  number  of 
cities  and  towns  had  inftrudled 
their  reprefentatives  to  employ 
their  moil  ftrenuous  exertions  for 
that  purpofe.  With  fome  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament  it  was  an  ar* 
tide  of  political  orthodoxy,  im¬ 
plicitly  to  conform  themfeives  to, 
the  known  fenfe  of  their  coiifti- 
tuents  ;  and  others  polfibly  there 
were,  who  were  difpoied  to  adopt 
the  fame  line  of  condudl  through 
timoroufnefs  and  ferviiity,  that, 
thefe  purfued  from  a  fcrupulous 
adherence  to  what  they  conceived 
to  be  the  principles*  of  liberty. 
From  the  operation  of  fome  or  all 
of  thefe  caufes,  a  queftion  was 
brought forward  on  the  4th  of  De¬ 
cember  for  the  repeal  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  tax.  It  was  moved  by  Mr. 
alderman  Nevvnham,  and  fupport- 
ed?  among  others,  by  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge,  fir  Watkin  Lewes,  fir  Ce¬ 
cil  Wray,  lord  Galway,  Mr.  Thorn¬ 
ton,  lord  Sheffield,  lord  Mahon, 
Mr.  Macdonald,  Mr.  Coke  of  Not¬ 
tingham  and  Mr.  Martin.  It 
was  ingcnioufly  obferved  by  Mr. 
Macdonald,  that  it  mull  neceffariiy 
be  unpopular,  becaufe  it  was  a 
ready-money  tax ;  people  would 
more  willingly  pay  a  ihilling,  which 
came  to  them  difguifed  under  fome* 
thing  elfe,  than  a  penny,  expli- 
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citly  for  the  fupport  of  govern* 
merit;  and  unproductive,  becaufe 
it  was  optional.  Some  gentlemen 
conceived  it  to  be  their  duty,  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  moved  for 
the  repeal  of  one  tax,  to  propofe 
another  that  might  be  fubflituted 
in  its  place  ;  and  accordingly  Mr. 
Coke  i'uggerted  a  tax  on  pews,  on 
grave-ftones  and  on  dogs ;  and  hr 
Cecil  Wray  informed  the  houfe, 
that  he  had  been  mftrubied  to  pro¬ 
pofe  a  tax  of  ten  fhillings  per  head 
on  maid  fervants.  The  latter  pro- 
pofal,  however,  feemed  to  meet 
with  no  countenance  from  any  part 
of  the  houfe ;  and  lord  North  re¬ 
marked  upon  the  ideas  thrown  out 
by  Mr.  Coke,  that  they  came  in 
every  part  under  the  fame  defcrip- 
tion  with  the  receipt  tax  ;  they 
were  ready-money  taxes,  and  they 
were  optional.  The  quehion  was 
finally  carried  again il  Mr.  alderman 
Newnham,  149  to  47. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  November  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  by  lord  John  Caven- 
difh,  for  the  appointment  of  a  fe- 
ledt  committee,  to  be  chofen  by 
ballot,  for  enquiring*  into,  and 
fuggefting  methods  to  prevent  the 
illicit  practices  employed  in  de¬ 
frauding*  the  revenue.  The  com¬ 


mittee  was  declared  on  the  z6ths 
and  comifled  of  the  following  per- 
fons :  the  right  honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Eden,  the  right  honourable 
lord  Sheffield;  fir  Thomas  Dundas, 
baronet,  Mr.  alderman  Newnham, 
Henry  Beaufoy,  William  Baker, 
George  Dompfler,  William  Hu ffey, 
Henry  Thornton,  Richard  Jack- 
ion*  Hans  Sloane,  Charles  Brett, 
George  Daubeny,  Winchcombe 
Henry  Hartley  and  Abraham  Raw- 
linfon,  efquires. 

A  delay  of  ten  days  having  been 
previoufly  granted,  at  the  requefl 
of  Mr.  Atkinfon’s  friends,  on  the 
4th  of  December  it  was  moved  by 
the  attorney-general,  that  Chrifio- 
pher  Atkinfon,  efquire,  having  been 
con v idled  of  wilful  and  corrupt 
perjury,  be  expelled  the  houfe  of 
commons.  The  caufe  of  the  de¬ 
linquent  was  pleaded  with  much 
earneflnefs  by  Mr.  Bamber  Gaf- 
coyne  and  hr  Robert  Herries,  and 
a  motion  was  made  and  feconded  by* 
thefe  gentlemen,  that  the  debate  be 
adjourned  to  the  24th  of  January 
next.  The  queflion  was  loft  by  a 
majority  of  131  to  62,  and  the 
vote  of  expuifioa  was  carried  with¬ 
out  a  divifion. 


CHAP.  II. 

JIf r •  Food s  India  Did*  Debate*  PaJJcs  the  Commons  by  a  great  Majority 

Is  rcjeBcd  by  the  Lords * 


ON  the  iBtli  of  November, 
Mr.  iecretary  Fox,  in  the  ab- 
fence  of  his  noble  colleague,  de¬ 
tained  from  the  houfe  by  illnefs, 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  veiling  the  affairs  of  the  Eafl 
India  company  in  the  hands  of  cer¬ 
tain  commiffioperSj  for  the  benefit 


of  the  proprietors  and  the  public, 
it  was  perhaps  impoffible  for  a  fub- 
jedt  of  greater  dignity  and  weight 
to  be  brought  under  the  infpedlion 
of  a  Britifh  parliament.  It  involved 
the  befl  interefls,  if  fuch  be  the 
denomination  we  choofe  to  bellow 
upon  the  fources  of  commerce  and 

opulence 
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•opulence  of  the  empire.  It  was 
intimately  connected  with  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  fair  fame  of  the  Englifh 
nation.  And,  which  was  of  a  thou- 
fand  times  more  importance,  it  was 
to  give  a  colour  to  the  fate-  and  the 
happinefs  of  thirty  millions  of 
men.  It  might  alfo  be  conlidered 
in  another  light.  The  patronage 
and  the  wealth  of  India  might 
prove  a  perennial  fource  of  influ¬ 
ence  and  corruption  ;  and,  placed 
implicitly  in  wrong  hands,  they 
might  overturn  that  balance  of  the 
conflitution,  which  we  have  been 
habituated  to  view  with  fo  fond  an 
admiration,  and  give  a  new  face  to 
the  government  of  the  ifland. 

It  is  not  impaflibie  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  had  been,  regarded  in  this  laid 
light  by  preceding  adminiAra- 
tions.  The  fyflem  of  1773,  had 
invaded  the  chartered  privileges  of 
the  company,  had  changed  fome- 
what  in  aimofl  every  department 
of  their  adminiflration  ;  but  it  re¬ 
mained  to  be  feen  how  far  it  had 
meliorated  their  affairs,  or  given 
order  and  tranquility  to  the  vaft 
continent  of  India.  It  was  in¬ 
deed  narrow,  disjointed  and  inef¬ 
fective.  It  did  not  feem  the  refult 
of  comprehenfive  views  of  policy, 
or  of  the  flrmnefs  and  enterprife 
of  heroic  virtue.  But  however 
that  be,  and  whatever  were  its  in¬ 
tention,  in  the  execution  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  include  in  it  the  feeds  of 
its  diffolution.  Accordingly,  the 
fame  mini  Ary  came  forward  again 
in  178 with  a  Aep,  that  feemed 
to  have  very  little  of  a  temporifing 
afpect.  It  threatened  no  lei's’1  than 
the  immediate  recall  of  the  prefent 
monopoly. 

The  fubflAing  government  of 
India  had  long  been  an  objedl  from 
which  the  eyes  of  good  men  had 
had  turned  away  with  pain  and 
gverflon.  It  fpokc  gn  unambigu¬ 
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ous  language  of  lordly  defpotifnr 
and  ibamelefs  extortion.  It  was 
inconflant,  capricious  and  flckle. 
Its  effedls  were  more  deplorable, 
than  any  that  fyftematical  defpo- 
tifm  and  fyAematical  extortion 
could  poffibly  have  produced.  This 
was  the  light,  in  which,  we  be¬ 
lieve,  it  was  univerfally  feen  by 
men  of  fpirit  and  liberality.  Mr. 
Mailings  indeed  has  found  de¬ 
fenders  among  the  beA  and  the 
moA  venerable  ;  and  undoubted- 
edly,  whatever  may  be  his  fuppofed 
demerits,  he  is  a  man  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  Aamp  from  the  herd  of  our 
late  governors  in  India.  For  the 
reA,  who  they  may  be  who  have 
chofen  to  undertake  their  defence, 
we  confefs  we  have  not  yet  heard. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  this 
Ante  of  things,  that  early  in  the 
year  1781,  two  committees,  madd 
up  of  fome  of  the  moA  refpehtable 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
were  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  adminiAration  of  juAice  in  the 
province  of  Bengal,  and  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  caufes  of  the  war 
then  fubflAing  in  the  Carnatic.  I11 
the  courfe  of  the  fame  leflion  fe- 
veral  reports  were  brought  up 
by  both  committees,  and  a  bill 
was  introduced  and  carried  through 
the  houfe  by  the  chairman  of  the 
former,  eAablilhing  in  the  judiciary- 
proceedings  of  Bengal  feveral  new 
regulations,  in  the  feflion  of  1 78,2, 
and  during  the  adminiAration  of 
the  late  lWarquis  of  Rockingham, 
the  houfe  was  moved  by  the  chair¬ 
man  of  each  of  thefe  committees, 
to  come  to  feveral  refolutionSi  Somer 
of  the  principal  objects  of  thefe 
refolutions  were,  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  inflicting  penalties  on  fir  Tho¬ 
mas  Rumbold  and  others,,  to  recall 
from  the.  governments  of  Bengal 
and  Bombay,  Warren  Haflings 
and  William  Hornby*  efquires,  and 
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to  recommend,  the  reducing-  into 
one  the  feveral  abls  of  parliament 
made  for  the  government  of  India, 
and  the  ebablidiing  lome  new  re¬ 
gulations  and  provifions  for  the 
fame  purpofe. 

He  would  not  have  gentlemen 
to  be  led  abray  with  the  idea*  that 
the  public  had  no  right  to  control 
the  government  of  the  company  ; 
for  his  part,  he  knew  too  well  the 
great  intereft  the  public  had  in  their 
profperity  ever  to  fubfcribe  to  that 
dobtrine.  What  was  the  whole 
amount  of  the  dividend  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  ?  About  250,000!.  And 
what  fum  did  the  nation  derive 
from  the  cuftoms  paid  by  the  com¬ 
pany  ?  More  than  1,300,000!. 
The  people  of  England,  therefore, 
had  a  much  greater  hake  in  the 
bufinefs  of  the  company  than  the 
Eaft  India  proprietors. 

From  this  time  the  liftings  of  the 
committee  for  enquiring  into  the 
war  in  the  Carnatic  were  di fcon- 
tinued,  but  the  committee  of  juf- 
tice  purfued  their  enquiries  during 
the  leffions  of  1783  to  1784.  In 
the  former  of  thefe  years,  and  foon 
after  the  difmillion  of  the  earl  of 
Shelburne  from  the  helm  of  af¬ 
fairs,  Mr.  Dundas,  late  chairman 
of  the  war  committee,  prefented 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  a  bill, 
which  was  intended  to  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes  of  the  delired  revo¬ 
lution  in  India,  but  which  was  re¬ 
jected.  Indeed,  leaving  entirely 
out  of  the  queftion  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  there  feemed  to  be  a  rea- 
fonablenefs  and  propriety,  in  a 
meafure,  which  embraced  objects 
pf  fucb  unbounded  magnitude, 
being  originated  with  a  perfon, 
holding  one  of  the  great  refponh- 
ble  offices  of  gfovernment.  Some- 
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thing  however  was  acknowleged 
on  all  hands  to  be  neceflary  The 
incelfant  revolutions,  which  the 


adminibration  of  this  country  had 
lately  experienced,  had  created  a 
delay,  which,  viewed  in  all  the 
comprehenfivenefs  of  its  confe- 
q uences,  was  much  to  be  deplored. 
The  very  refolutions  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  for  the  recall  of  the 
Aliatic  governors  were  difobeyed, 
and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  one  of 
them  fubftituted  in  their  place  by 
the  court  of  proprietors  :  a  pro¬ 
ceeding,  which,  whatever  might 
be  its  intrinfie  demerit,  feemed  to 
look  with  no  favourable  afpebt  on 
a  fybem  of  reform,  that  was  to 
originate  in  the  fame  a  {Terribly. 
The  fubjebf  in  every  view  prefled 
extremely  upon  a  mimftry,  which 
feemed  to  promife  fo  much  liabi¬ 
lity  and  brength  as  the  p  re  lent. 

The  fydem,  propofed  by  Mr* 
Fox,  was  marked  with  all  the  cha~ 
rabteribics  of  his  ardent  and  dar¬ 
ing  fpirit.  It  was  no  fcheme  of  a 
day,  calculated  to  podpone  the 
hour  of  danger,  and  then  leave  it 
to  fall  with  double  ruin  on  his  due* 
cefiors.  It  was  no  crude  and  nn* 
digeded  plan,  the  child  of  narrow 
and  unextenfive  views,  and  brought 
forward  under  the  aufpices  of  cow¬ 
ardice  and  irrefolution.  It  was  a 
meafure,  full  of  decidon,  and  that 
claimed  the  fevered  ferutiny.  What 
was  aderted  of  its  author  by  the 
abled  and  the  warmed  of  his  friends, 
will  infallibly  held,"  according  to 
the  decidon  of  poderitv,  to  his  im* 
mortal  honour,  or  his  indelible 
difgrace.  u  He  may  live  long,  he 
may  do  much.  But  here  is  the 
fummit.  Fie  can  ne\rer  exceed,’* 
either  in  public  virtue  or  delin- 
quenev,  “  what  he  does  this 
day.”' 

The  plan  of  the  fecretary,  while 
it  preferved  the  monopoly,  and  left 
untouched  the  queftion  of  the  ter* 
ritorial  right,  propofed  no  lefs  than 
to  take  from  the  directors  and  pi*04 
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©rietors  the  entire  adminiltration  of 
their  territorial  and  commercial  af¬ 
fairs.  It  took  from  them  their 
home  in  Leadenhall-ftreet,  toge- 
gether  with  all  books,  papers, 
and  documents,  veiling  the  entire 
management,  the  appointment  of 
all  officers  and  fervants,  the  rights 
of  peace  and  war,  and  the  diipoial 
of  the  whole  revenue,  in  the  hands 
of  certain  commifiioners.  Thefe 
^ommiffioners,  though  their  ap* 
point m ent  was  hereafter  to  veil  in 
the  crown,  were  to  be  appointed  in 
the  fir  ft  inftance  by  the  whole  le* 
giilature.  They  were  to  hold  their 
offices  by  the  lame  tenure  as  the 
judges  of  England,  during  their 
good  behaviour,  and  they  were  to 
be  removed  only  by  addreis  from 
either  houfe  of  parliament. 

The  whole  fyftem  feemed  to  be 
formed  upon  the  bafts  of  opennefs, 
efficiency  and  refponfibility.  The 
commiiiioners  were  required  to  come 
to  a  decifton  upon  every  quell  ion 
within  a  limited  time,  or  to  affign 
a  fpecific  reafon  for  their  delay. 
They  were  never  to  vote  by  ballot, 
and  they  were  in  almoft  all  cafes 
to  enter  upon  their  journals  the 
reafons  of.  their  vote.  They  were 
to  fubir.it  once  in  every  ftx  months 
an  exact  Hate  of  their  accounts  to 
the  court  of  proprietors,  and  at  the 
beginning  of  every  felfton  a  Hate 
of  their  accounts  and  eftablifh- 
rnents  to  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
Their  number  was  limited  to  fevqn, 
and  their  names,  as  filled  up  in  the 
committee,  were  William  earl  Fitz- 
wiliiam,  the  right  honourable  Fre¬ 
deric  Montagu,  George  lord  vif- 
count  Lewifham,  the  honourable 
George  Auguftus  North,  fir  Gilbert 
Elliot,  baronet,  fir  Flenry  Fletcher, 
baronet,  and  Robert  Gregory, 
efquire.  They  were  to  be  affifted 
f)y  'g  board  of  nine  perfons,  each 
of  them  proprietors  of  2,000 1. 


company  *s  ftock,  who,  as  well  as 
the  commiffioners,  were  appointed 
in  the  firft  inftance  by  parliament, 
and  were  afterwards  to  be  chofeu 
by  the  court  of  proprietors.  They 
were  made  removeabie  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  any  five  of  the  commiifion- 
ers,  and  were  difqualiiied  from 
fitting  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
This  fyftem  was  originally  propofed 
to  be  extended  to  the  term  of  three 
or  five  years. 

The  bill  for  veiling  the  govern¬ 
ment  in  commiffioners  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  aTecond  bill,  the  pro- 
felfed  ohjedf  of  which  was  the  pre¬ 
cluding  all  kinds  of  arbitrary  and 
defpotical  proceedings  from  the 
adminiftration  of  the  territorial 
pofteftions.  The  bill  afeertained 
more  precifely  than  had  hitherto 
been  done,  the  powers  of  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  and  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil  ;  it  tended  to  eftabbfh  a  princi¬ 
ple  of  opennels  and  refponfibility 
in  India  ;  it  took  from  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  all  power  of  acting  in¬ 
dependently  of  his  council ;  it  pro- 
feribed  the  delegation  of  any  truft  ; 
it  declared  every  exifting  Britifli 
power  in  India  incompetent,  to  the 
acquifition  or  exchange  of  any  ter¬ 
ritory  in  behalf  of  the  company, 
to  the  acceding  to  any  treaty  of 
partition,  to  the  hiring  out  the 
company’s  troops,  to  the  appoint¬ 
ing  to  office  any  perfon  removed 
for  mildeineanour,  and  to  the  hir¬ 
ing  out  any  property  to  any  civ  if 
fervant  of  the  company  ;  it  voided 
all  monopolies  ;  and  it  declared 
every  illegal  prefen t  recoverable  by 
any  perfon  for  his  own  foie  be¬ 
nefit. 

But  that  part  of  the  prefent  bill, 
upon  which  the  principal  value 
feemed  to  be  placed  by  its  author 
and  fupporters,  and  which  received 
the  g  reate  ft  applaufe  from  impar¬ 
tial  perfons,  related  to  the  zemi- 
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liars,  or  native  landholders,  whom 
it  employed  every  means  to  fee  it  re 
in  the  pbffeilion  of  their  refp'edive 
Inheritances,  and  to  defend  from 
oppreifion.  It  particularly  endea¬ 
voured  to  preclude  all  vexatious 
and  u furious  claims  that  might  be 
made  upon  them,  to  forbid  mort¬ 
gages,  and  to  the  fubjeding  all 
'doubtful  claims  to  the  examination 
fend  cenfure  of  the  comnfiiiioners. 
Finally,  it  preicribed  a  mode  for 
terminating  the  difputes  between 
the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  raja  of 
Tan  jour,  and  it  difqualified  every 
perfon  in  the  lcrvice  of  the  company 
from  fitting*  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  during  his  continuance  in 
their  ferviee,  and  for  a  certain 
ipecified  term  after  his.demiffion. 

The  arguments  iu  favour  of  this 
fyfiem  were  principally  borrowed 
from  two  foun  es  ;  the  durable  and 
eomprehenfive  abufes  that  had  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  government  it  pro- 
pofed  to  new  model,  and  the  dif- 
treffed  and  embar raffed  hate  of  the 
finances  of  the  company.  Mr. 
Fox  remarked,  that,  in  the  ftate  of 
refponfibility  in  which  he  was  go¬ 
ing  to  place  himfelf,  he  felt  much 
confolation  in  this  ei  return  fiance, 
that  the  meafure  to  which  he  fliould 
call  the  attention  of  parliament 
was  not  of  choice,  but  of  necef- 
fity.  It  was  no  idle  experiment, 
it  was  no  romantic  fp.ee  u  la  tion  up¬ 
on  his  part  ;  the  buline  s  forced 
it'felf  on  him  and  on  the  nation  ; 
and  even  if  he  would,  he  could 
neither  efcape,  nor  poftponc  its 
difeuffion.  He  was  not  therefore 
to  be  regarded  as  obtruding  any 
vifionary  projeds  of  his  own.  He 
came  forward  for  no  other  reafon 
upon  earth  than  becaufe  the  necef- 
fity  was  fo  urgent,  its  pre  ffure  fo 
irrefiOible,  that  no  farther  delay 
could  be  admitted.  He  was  happy 
at  the  fame  time  in  the  alfiftance 


he  fhoiild  derive  from  the  reports 
of  the  two  committees  that  had  fat 
upon  India  affairs  ;  reports,  con¬ 
taining  a  body  of  information  fo 
complete,  that  perhaps  no  popular 
affe.mbly  had  ever  been  fo  fully  in¬ 
formed  ill  the  fubjed  they  were 
called  to  examine,  as  that  h  >ufe.. 

Upon  the  fubjed  of  finances 
the  fecretary  fiated,  that  their  de¬ 
plorable  fituation  would  be  fuffici- 
ently  obvious,  if  thole  who  heard 
him  would  only  recoiled,  that  the 
company  had  applied  laid  year  to 
parliament  for  pecuniary  alfiftance  : 
they  had  alked  leave  to  borrow 
500,  mol*  upon  bonds;  they  had 
petitioned  for  30c, bool,  in  exche¬ 
quer  bills,  and  for  the  fufpenfion  of 
a  demand  upon  them  on  the  part  of 
government,  for  700,000 1.  due 
for  cuftoms.  It  might  be  remem¬ 
bered  alfo,  that  according  to  an 
ad  of  parliament  in  being,  the 
directors  cannot,  of  their  own  au¬ 
thor  ty,  accept  bills  drawn  in  In¬ 
dia  to  the  amount  of  more  than 
307,000  1.  Thus  circumfianced, 
the  houfe  would  probably  be  afio- 
nifhed  to  hear,  that  there  were  bills 
at  this  moment  confine  over  for 
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acceptance  to  the  amount  of 
2,"'0  ,000 1.  fterling.  !t  was  im- 
poffible,  therefore,  to  fuggeft  that 
government  was  impertinently, 
raflily,  or  unneceffarily  interfering 
with  the  company’s  affairs :  on  the 
contrary,  nothing  but  that  inter¬ 
ference  could  prefer ve  them  from 
eventual  bankruptcy.  Their  adual 
debt  amounted  to  11,20  ,coal. 
and  they  had  ftock  in  hand,  to¬ 
wards  paying  this  immenfe  fum,  to 
the  amount  of  about  3,200,000!* 
The  refult  of  this  comparifon  was 
a  balance  of  8,ooo,ocolr  ;  a  fum 
in  the  highefi  degree  alarming, 
when  compared  with  the  capital  of 
the  proprietors.  Such  was  the 
fituation  in  which  parliament  was 

placed 
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placed  at  this  moment.  If  the 
company  were  not  affifted,  they 
mull  unavoidably  be  ruined  ;  and 
the  ruin  of  a  body  of  merchants 
fo  extenfive  in  their  concerns,  and 
fo  important  in  the  eyes  oi  Europe, 
muft  necellarijy  give  a  very  alarm¬ 
ing  blow  to  our  national ,  credit. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  requifite 
aiiitlance  was  a  matter  of  very  ex  - 
tenhve  conlideration.  It  would  be 
abfoluteiy  neceil'ary  to  permit  the 
acceptance  of  the  bills  to  the  a- 
mount  he  had  mentioned.  And  to 
do  all  this,  without  examining 
their  affairs,  without  meliorating 
their  fyftem,  and  without  reform¬ 
ing  their  conftitutjon,  would  be 
only  to  throw  away  the  public  mo¬ 
ney,  and  for  the  houfe  to  take  the 
lair  fhiiling  out  of  the  pockets  of 
their  conftituents,  to  lend  it  to 
men,  bankrupts  in  reputation,  and 
equally  notorious  for  prodigality 
of  their  revenues,  and  abfurdity 
and  impotence  in  their  political 
meafures. 

Upon  the  fubject  of  the  abufes 
that  prevailed  in  the  government  of 
India,  the  fecretary  firft  adverted 
to  the  proceedings  of  that  houfe, 
and  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  in 
the  affair  of  the  recall  of  Mr.  Haft- 
injrs.  The  chairman  of  the  fecret 
committee,  had  moved  the  houie 
of  commons,  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Eaft  India  company  to  re¬ 
call  Mr.  Haftings  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  Bengal.  '1’he  houfe  very 
readily  and  very  propeily  agreed 
to  the  morion  ;  judging  no  doubt, 
that  it  would  be  expedient,  in  con¬ 
demning  the  fyftem  lately  purfued 
in  India,  to  fix  fome  mark  of  dif- 
approbation  upon  the  perfon  who 
had  been  the  foul  of  that  fyftem. 
The  directors,  in  obedience  to  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe,  refolved  that 
Mr.  Haftings  ihould  be  recalled  ; 
but  not  thinking  they  had  a  power 
to  decide  finally  on  the  fubjedt, 
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they  fubmitted  their  proceedings 
to  the  court  of  proprietors.  By 
that  court  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
refotution  of  the  directors  ftiould 
be  refeinded.  The  whole  affair 
however  came  from  the  diredora 
to  the  then  fecretary  of  ftate,  and 
was  by  him  laid  before  the  houfe 
of  commons.  But  what  was  in 
the  mean  time  the  fituation  of  the 
company’s  government  in  India  > 
It  was  critical  beyond  defeription. 
It  was  a  government  of  anarchy 
and  confufion.  The  whole  conti¬ 
nent  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  refolution  of  that  houfe 
for  recalling  Mr.  Haftings ;  the 
refolution  of  the  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors,  by  which  he  was  fecured 
in  his  government,  was  kept  back. 
Fie  was  left  in  a  fituation  in  which 
even  his  enemies  mufc  pity  him. 
Would  any  man  wifh  to  fee  a  go¬ 
vernor-general  of  Bengal  thus  cir- 
cumftaneed  ?  Could  the  affairs  of 
the  company  profper  in  fuch  a 
ftate  ? 

Beftde  thefe  contradictions  an¬ 
other  had  lately  occurred.  The 
court  of  proprietors  had  voted  their 
thanks  to  Mr.  Haftings.  Thefe 

o 

thanks  muft  be  communicated  to  go¬ 
vernment,  who  ading  under  the  fpi- 
rit  of  the  refolutions  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  could  not  perhaps  luffer 
them  to  be  conveyed  to  India.  This 
naturally  led  Mr,  Fox  to  comment 
upon  the  charade r  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  the  nature  of  their  con¬ 
nexion  with  their  ferv.ants  abroad. 
There  were  a  few  perfons  among 
them,  who,  being  real  proprietors, 
endeavoured  to  promote  the  trade 
of  the  company,  and  increafe  its 
revenues.  For  the  reft,  their  views 
were  direded  not  to  commercial, 
but  to  political  purpofes.  The 
former  were  naturally  inclined  to 
fupport  that  governor,  who  en^ 
abled  them  to  make  large  divi¬ 
dends  ;  and  who  for  that  purpofe, 
B  ,  ■  after 
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after  having  peculated  for  his  pri¬ 
vate  advantage,  had  no  other  way 
to  prevent  his  being*  called  to  ac¬ 
count,  but  by  obliging*  the  unhappy 
Natives  to  undergo  a  fecond  fleecing 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors. 
The  latter  could  not  better  gratify 
their  willies,  than  by  fupporting 
a  governor,  who  had  in  his  power 
fo  rpany  opportunities  of  providing 
for  his  friends. 

The  next  charge  of  abufe  was 
derived  from  that  regular  and  uni- 
form  disobedience  of  orders,  which 
had  charadterifed  the  company’s 
lervants.  In  bringing  forward  a 
comprehenfive  fcherne  for  the  re¬ 
formation  of  that  government,  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  enter  into 
any  retrofpedt  ;  accufation  was  by 
no  means  his  objebt ;  but  it  was 
not  poffihle  to  iilulfrate  his  obfer- 
vations,  without  occaiionally  al¬ 
luding  to  particulars.  The  lupreme 
council  of  Bengal  had  refelved  in 
oppo'lition  to  Mr.  Ha  (lings,  to  fend 
two  gentlemen,  Mr.  Fowke  and 
Mr,  Endow-,  to  re  fide,  the  one  at 
the  court  of  the  nabob  of  Oude,  the 
other  at  Benares^  Mr.  Raftings 
however  refuted  \o  fend  them  : 
the  dlr-etftors  tranfmitted  the  moll 
polio  ve  orders  to  carry  the  vote  of 
the  fupreme  council  into  execu¬ 
tion.  Still  Mr.  Haiti ngs  difobey¬ 
ed  ;  and  he  alleged  in  his  defence, 
that  he  could  not  employ  perfons 
in  whom  he  had  no  confidence. 
Towards  one  of  thefe  gentlemen 
the  fubfequent  conduct  of  the  go-* 
vernor-general  was  curious  indeed. 
He  granted  to  Mr.  Fowke  a  con- 
tradt,  with  a  com  million  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  which  he  obferved  was 
a  great  fum,  and  might  opeiate  as 
a  temptation  on  him  to  protract 
the  war.  “  But,”  added  he,  “  the 
entire  confidence  I  have  in  the  in¬ 
tegrity  and  honour  of  Mr.  Fowke, 
amounts  to  a  full  and  perfect  fecu- 
rit y  on  that  head.” 
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To  thefe  infianc&s,  the  fccretarg 
added  the  bufinefs  of  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  raja  of  Benares  from 
his  dominions,  and  the  confiscation 
of  the  princelfes  of  Oude,  which 
he  commented  on  with  much  fe ve¬ 
rity. 

The  fyftern  for  the  government 
of  India,  was  a  fubjedf  of  much 
afperity  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
It  was  efpoufed  with  earneftnefs 
and  enthuliafm,  by  t-hofe  whole 
habits  had  formed  them  to  an  at¬ 
tachment  for  the  minifter ;  and  h 
was  attacked  with  all  the  vehemence 
of  indignation,  and  all  the  energy 
of  mvedtive,  not  only  by  thoTe 
perfons,  who  might  be  iuppofed 
to  afpire  to  the  great  offices  of  ad- 
rnmiftration,  but  by  feveral  country 
gentlemen,  perfectly  independent 
in  their  charadter,  and  of  the  high- 
eft  reputation  for  integrity  and  pro¬ 
bity.  It  was  faid,  that  Mr.  Fox 
had  once  been  regarded  by  them 
with  the  fondeft  admiration.  They 
had  expected  from  him  the  deliver¬ 
ance  of  the  empire,  and  the  fecur- 
ing*  our  liberties  upon  the  moil 
permanent  bafts.  They  recounted 
the  perfeverance,  the  animation 
and  the  ardour  of  his  exertions* 
when  a  leader  of  oppolition.  It 
was  iinpoffible  to  hear  him  without 
being*  convinced.  It  was  iinpoffible 
to  doubt  of  the  ftnglenefs  of  his  zeal, 
and  the  fincerity  of  his  reproba¬ 
tion.,  But  they  miift  ever  regard 
the  connexion  he  had  formed  with 
thes  nobleman,  again  ft  whom  his 
efforts  .had  been  fo  well  and  lb  luc- 
cefsfuily  directed,  as  an  inftance 
of  political  deletion  and  apoftacy 
that  v  v.  .ild  admit  of  no  defence. 
They  had  augured  every  thing  un¬ 
happy  and  every  thing  tremend¬ 
ous  from  that  moment.  Happy 
would  they  have  been,  had  thefe 
dark  and  melancholy  apprehen- 
lions  been  fhown  to  be  ill  founded. 
But  the  meafure  of  that  day  proved 
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but  too  well  how  juftly  they  had 
judged.  It  was  big  with  corrup¬ 
tion  and  misfortune.  It  was  im- 
poifible  that  a  (lain  fo  deep  could 
ever  be  removed  from  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  fecretary.  It  was  im¬ 
potable  that  he  could  ever  here¬ 
after  be  trufted  as  the  minitier  of 
this  country.  In  fine,  the  palling 
of  thefe  bills  into  a  law  was  depre¬ 
cated,  as  an  event,  which  would 
render  the  future  fittings  of  that 
houfe  ludicrous  and  abfurd.  The 
crown,  robbed  of  its  brighteft 
jewel,  would  be  no  longer  worth 
the  wearing.  The  fpeaker,  by 
leaving  the  chair,  in  order  to  the 
bills,  going  into  a  committee,  would 
confign  the  conftitution,  the  li¬ 
berties,  the  glory,  and  the  dignity 
of  the  Britifh  empire,  to  ultimate 
and  irretrievable  ruin. 

But  the  moil  regular  and  fy- 
jfematical  oppofition  to  the  bills 
brought  into  parliament  by  the  fe¬ 
cretary  of  date,  was  conducted  by 
Mr.  William  Pitt*  Two  objections 
were  principally  infilled  upon  by 
this  gentleman  and  his  fupporters  ; 
the  one  built  upon  its  infringe¬ 
ment,  or  rather  annihilation  of  the 
charter  of  the  company  ;  the  other, 
upon,  the  new  and  unconilitutional 
influence  it  was  calculated  to  create. 

India  it  was  true  wanted  re¬ 
form  ;  but  not  fuch  reform  as  this. 
It  wanted  a  conflitutional  alteration, 
and  not  a  tyrannical  one,  that  broke 
through  every  principle  of  equity 
and  juftice.  By  the  bill  before  the 
houfe  an  attack  was  made  on  the 
mo  ft  folemn  charters.  It  pointed 
a  fatal  blow  againll  the  integrity 
and  the  faith  of  pa  filament  ;  it 
broke  through  every  tie  by  which 
man  was  bound  to  mam  This 
charter  did  not  owe  its  birth  to  the 
foolifh  prepofleflion,  or  the  mad 
prodigality  of  a  Plantagenet,  a 
Tudor,  or  a  Stuart,  It  was  a  fair 
purchafe  made  of  the  public,  an 


equal  compact  for  reciprocal  ad« 
vantages  between  the  proprietor 
and  the  nation  at  large. 

The  principle  of  this  bill  one© 
eftablifhed,  what  fecurity  had  the 
other  public  companies  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ?  What  fecurity  had  the  bank 
of  England  ?  What  fecurity  had 
the  national  creditors,  or  the  public 
corporations  ?  Or  indeed  what  af- 
fu ranee  could  we  have  for  the  great 
charter  itfelf,  the  foundation  of  all 
our  privileges  and  all  our  liberties  ? 

It  would  be  folly  in  the  extreme  to 
fuppofe  that  the  principle,  once  ad¬ 
mitted,  would  operate  only  on  the 
prefent  occafion,  and  only  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Eaff  India  company. 
Good  principles  might  fleep,  but 
bad  ones  never.  It  was  the  curfe 
of  fociety,  that  when  a  bad  prin¬ 
ciple  was'  once  eftablifhed,  bad  men 
would  always  be  found  to  give  it 
its  full  effedt. 

The  charter  conveying  the  rights 
of  the  company  was  conceived  in 
the  cleared  and  ftrongeft  terms  that 
could  be  imagined.  It  was  clearer, 
ftronger,  better  guarded  in  point 
of  ex prellion, '  than  that  of  the 
bank  of  England.  The  right,  by 
which  our  gracious  fovereign  held 
the  feeptre  of  thefe  kingdoms,  was 
not  more  fully  confirmed,  was  not 
farther  removed  from  the  pofiibility 
of -all  plaufible  queftion. 

The  bill  under  confideration  in¬ 
cluded  a  confifcation  of  the  pro¬ 
perty,  and  a  disfranchifement  of  the 
members  of  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 
pany.  What  was  the  idea  of  con- 
fifeation  ?  Was  it  not  the  feizing 
by  violence  the  property  of  one  in¬ 
dividual,  and  the  transferring  it  to 
another  ?  It  was  impoffible  for 
this  to  take  effect  in  a  fuller  and 
clearer  manner  than  was  required 
by  this  bill.  The  bill  required  the 
directors  to  deliver  up  all  lands, 
tenements,  houfes,  books,  records, 
charters,  inftrurnents,  v  die  is,  goods, 
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money  and  fecurities.  Imagina¬ 
tion  was  at  a  lofs  to  guefs  at  the 
moll  inlignificant  trifle  that  had 
efcaped  the  harpy  claws  of  a  ra¬ 
venous  coalition.  The  power  in¬ 
deed  was  pretended  to  be  created 
in  trull  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  :  but,  in  cafe  of  the  groHeif 
abufe  of  trufr,  to  whom  was  the 
•appeal  ?  To  the  proprietors  ?  No ; 
but  to  a  majority  of  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  which  the  mofc  drivel¬ 
ing  miniiter  could  not  fail  to  fe~ 
cure  with  the  patronage  of  above 

two  millions  fielding  given  by  this 
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It  had  been  fugged  eel,  that  the 
bill  was  not  a  bill  of  disfranchife- 
ment,  becaufe  it  did  not  take  from 
the  proprietors  their  right  to  an  ex- 
clufive  trade.  Was  this  trade  the 
only  franchife  of  the  proprietors  ? 
There  was  a  property  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  a  freehold,  for  inftance,  to 
which  a  franchife  was  annexed. 
The  franchife  might  be  taken  away, 
yet  the  property  remain.  But 
iurely  the  freeholder  would  loudly 
and  juftly  complain.  The  cafe  was 
parallel  as  to  Eait  India  flock.  Per¬ 
sons  poffeffed  of  flock  to  a  certain 
•amount  were  entitled  to  a  vote  upon 
e  very  important  queflion  of  the  com¬ 
pany/s  affairs.  The  purchafe  money 
was  more  confiderable  from  this  in- 
trinfic  value  it  was  fuppofed  to 
poffefs.  This  privilege  was  to  be 
taken  away  by  the  bill  ;  and  yet  it 
>vas  averted,  that  the  proprietors 
would  not  be  disfranchifed.  God 
forbid  that  the  people  of  England 
fhould  have  many  fueh  defenders  of 
their  franchifes  in  a  Britifli  houfe  of 
commons ! 

Nor  was  the  bill  fo  objectionable 
when  regarded  as  annihilating  the 
moil  facred  charters,  as  it  was  in 
the  other  view  in  which  they  be¬ 
held  it.  No,  it  was  harm lefs  as 
the  wafle  paper  on  the  table,  com¬ 
pared  to  the  confequences  that  mull 


neceflarily  follow  to  the  liberties 
and  conilitution  of  this  country 
from  its  paffing  into  a  law.  The 
bill  was  calculated  to  increafe  the 
influence  of  the  crown,  and  that 
in  a  degree  beyond  all  precedent 
enormous  and  alarming.  Seven 
commifiioners,  chofen  oifenfibly  by 
parliament,  but  really  by  admini¬ 
stration,  were  to  involve  in  the 
vortex  of  their  authority  the  whole 
treafure  of  India.  Thefe,  poured 
forth  like  an  irrefiffible  torrent  upon 
this  country,  would  fweep  away 
our  liberties  and  all  we  could  call 
our  own.  If  the  fecretay  expreff- 
ed  himfelf  apprehenfive  of  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Mr.  Haflings,  an  indi¬ 
vidual  unknown  in  this  country, 
but  for  his  lltuation  in  India  ;  if  he 
fhuddered  at  the  fuppofed  preva¬ 
lence  of  Afiatic  intereff,  under  the 
.  name  of  a  fubjeft  unconnected 
with  refpeCtable  families  and  ex- 
tenfive  factions,  how  much  greater 
reafon  was  there  to  fear  left  the 
wealth  and  patronage  of  India, 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  uniting 
faffions,  and  thefe  armed  with  the 
power  of  the  crown,  fhould  per¬ 
petuate  their  authority  and  render 
it  irrefiflible  ? 

But  the  oppofition  did  not  con- 
find  their  llriCtures  to  the  intrinhc 
merits  of  the  bill.  They  expa¬ 
tiated  on  the  motives,  which  they 
believed  to  have  fuggefted  its  ori¬ 
ginal  idea.  The  fecretary  had  ac- 
ktiowleged  himfelf  to  be 
man, 

Thefe  indeed  were  the  principal 
features  of  the  meafure  before  the 
houfe.  It  there  appeared,  that  no¬ 
thing  could  fatisfy  his  inordinate 
ambition,  fhort  of  a  perpetual  dic- 
tatorfliip.  They  profelfed  to  per¬ 
ceive  in  him  many  refpe viable  qua¬ 
lities,  but  they  could  by  no  means 
confent  to  fee  him  exalted  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  conilitution.  “  He 
would  be  crowned.  How  that 

might 
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and  a  man  of  ambition. 
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tni;‘  ht  change  his  nature,  there’s  the 
queftion.”  This  idea  was  placed 
in  a  great  variety  of  lights,  and 
ijlufi  rated  by  companions  borrowed 
from  Csefar,  from  Cromwcl  and 
from  Catiline.— it  appeared,  that 
he  was  prepared  to  facri'fice  the 
king,  the  parliament,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple,  at  the  fhrine  of  a  party.  He 
deiired  to  elevate  his  prelent  con¬ 
nexions  to  a  fituation,  in  which  no 
political  convullions  and  no  Drift¬ 
ings  of  power  might  be  able  to  de- 
ilroy  their  importance,  and  put  an 
end  to  their  afcendancy. 

In  addition  to  thefe  animadver- 
fions,  it  was  remarked  by  feveral 
independent  members,  that  a  few 
"fell] on s  ago,  they  had  voted  that: 
the  influence  of  the  crown  was  too 
largely  increafed,  and  had  lent 
their  hand  to  its 'diminution.  This 
had  been  in  feme  degree  effected  ; 
but  what  was  the  proportion  oi  in¬ 
fluence,  diminifhed  by  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  a  few  boards,  compared  to 
that  which  would  be  created  by  the 
prefent  bill  ?  induced  by  this  re- 
collection,  they  enumerated  the 
battles  they  had  fought  in  this  ve¬ 
nerable  caufe.  They  would  not 
have  been  hurt  in  the  degree  in 
which  they  now  were,  if  the  fe- 
cretary  had  deferted  alone,  and 
had  not  deluded,  and  carried  along 
with  him  numbers  of  men,  high 
in  the  public  eftimation,  and  with 
whom  they  had  formerly  thought 
it  an  honour  to  alfpciate.  In  the 
mean  time  they  intreated  Mr.  Fox, 
that  he  would  not  hurt  their  feefe 
jngs  by  the  mention  of  the  name  of 
a  late  noble  marquis,  who  would 
have  been  among  the  fir  ft  to  repro¬ 
bate  a  fcheme  big  with  fuch  fatal  con- 
fequences.  And  they  called  upon 
thole,  who  had  formerly  been  their 
fellow  foldiers,  if  they  had  any  re¬ 
maining  attachment  to  Britifh  li¬ 
berty  and  the  Brhifh  confiitution, 
wr-if  they  had  ever  been  fincere  in 
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their  patriotic  exertions,  to  come 
over  and  vote  with  them  in  this 
great  and  deciding  quell  ion. 

Mr.  Dundas,  the  late  lord  advo¬ 
cate,  did  not  object  to  the  meal  lire 
under  confideration,  becaufe  it  in¬ 
creafed  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
but  becaufe  it  did  what  was  much 
worfe,  created  a  new,  enormous  and 
unexampled  influence,  which  it 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  minifies 
and  his  party  for  five  years.  In 
this  the  fecretary  had  out-heroded 
Herod.  Mr.  Dundas  did  not  ac- 
cufe  him  of  deferting  the  cauie  he 
had  formerly  fupported.  On  the 
contrary,  he  had  gone  beyond  all 
his  former  atchievements  in  re¬ 
ducing  the  influence  of  the  crown. 
He  was  creating  an  immensity  of  pa¬ 
tronage,  independent  of  tire  crown 
and  of  parliament,  and  that  would 
follow  him  into  private  life.  He 
was  creating*  a  fourth  eftate  in  the 
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realm,  big  with  the  rnoft  alarming 
confequences,  and  that  in  its  pro* 
grefs  might  overturn  the  crown 
and  fubvert  the  confiitution,  of 
Britain. 

Previoufly  to  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  Eaft  India  coinmiflioners  bill, 
a  petition  was  prefented  from  the 
proprietors  and  another  from  the 
directors  of  the  company,  repre- 
fenting  the  meafufe  as  fubveriive  of 
their  charter  and  operating  as  a 
ccnfifcation  of  their  property,  with¬ 
out  charging  againlt  them  any  fpe- 
eifi'e  delinquency,  without  trial, 
and  without  conviction ;  a  pro¬ 
ceeding  contrary  to  the  moll  fa* 
cred  privilege  of  Britifh  fubjeCts. 
They  therefore  prayed  that  the  acts 
of  delinquency  prefumed  againil 
them,  might  be  Hated  in  writing, 
and  a  realbnable  time  allowed  them 
to  deliver  in  their  anfwer  ;  and  that 
they  might  be  heard  by  themfelves 
or  their  counfel,  again  ft  the  bill. 
Meanwhile  the  chairman,  who  was 
a  friend  to  the  fy item  of  reform, 
B  3  ant) 
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it 

and  who  was  afterwards  named  in 
the  committee  as  one  of  the  feven 
commiftioners,.  refigned  his  cilice 
in  the  company’s  fervice.  About 
the  fame  time  a  ft  ate  was  delivered 
In,  on  the  part  of  the  diredtors,  of 
their  pecuniary  fituation,  the  de- 
fign  of  which  was  to  overthrow 
what  had  been  afferted  upon  that 
fubjedt  by  Mr.  Fox,  upon  the  open¬ 
ing-  of  the  buiinefs.  In  this  e in¬ 
mate  they  reprefented  the  creditor 
fide  of  the  account  as  amounting 
to  14,311,1  73I  ;  and  they  brought 
themfelves  in  debtors  in  the  fum  of 
10,342,6921.  Of  confequence  the 
refult  of  their  fiatement  was  a  ba¬ 
lance,  in  favour  of  the  company, 
of  3,368,481!. 

The  arguments  of  the  counfel 
were  of  courfe  nearly  coincident 
with  thofe  of  the  oppoiition.  As 
foon  as  they  were  withdrawn,  Mr. 
Fox  rofe,  and  with  much  ^cute- 
nefs,  ingenuity  and  detail,  con¬ 
troverted  a  great  number  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles  in  the  eftimate  of  the  direc¬ 
tors.  He  faid,  that  he  was  really 
furprifed,  that,  after  the  various 
objections  that  had  been  hated  to 
his  fyhem,  he  found  himfelf  this 
day  attacked  upon  a  ground  wdiere 
he  had  lead  expended  it.  The  vio¬ 
lation  of  charters,  the  defpotifm 
and  opprdlion  of  the  bill  were  topics, 
which  he  expedled  to  have  heard 
enlarged"  upon  in  every  poflible 
variety  of  expreffion.  But  thefe 
grounds  were  nearly  abandoned  ; 
and  now  he  was  to  be  attacked  on 
the  fide  where  he  felt  himfelf  moil 
firong.  Yet  he  would  confefs  that 
he  was  forry  he  was  fo  firong  there, 
fince  his  firength  rnufi  be  founded 
in  the  weaknefs  of  the  company. 
It  was  an  old  maxim  of  policy  in 
times  of  danger  from  a  foreign  ene¬ 
my,  to  paint  the  refources  and  the 
condition  ot  the  fiate  in  the  moft 
favourable  colours  ■>  but  our  pre- 


fent  fituation  was  inch  as  iv  to 
allow  of  the  p ran  ice  of  thefe  de¬ 
ceptions.  No  e  fie  dual  remedy 
could  be  applied,  if  we  did  not 
begin  with  looking  that  lituation 
in  the  face. 

The  fecretary  went  on  to  fiate, 
that  he  had  objections  to  make  to 
different  parts  or  the  paper  upon  the 
table,  to  the  amount  of  fomething 
rnore  than  12,000,000!.  fiejrling. 
He  would  not  affirm  that  they  would 
carry  conviction  to  the  minds  of  all 
who  heard  him,  but  he  would  freely 
declare  that  they  were  convincing 
to  him. 

The  firfi  article  in  the  account, 
held  out  as  the  property  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  was  the  fum  of  ,2  c,oool. 
originally  advanced  by  the  com¬ 
pany  as  a  confideration  for  the 
purchafe  of  their  charter,  and 
which  was  not  liable  to  be  re¬ 
paid,  but  upon  the  diffolution  of 
the  monopoly.  This  fum  ought 
in  candour  to  have  been  dated  at 
the  price  it  would  probably  obtain, 
Ihould  the  company  think  proper 
to  fell  the  dock  towards  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  their  debts.  And  as  this 
was  two  fifths  below  the  nominal 
value,  he  fliould  conceive  himfelf 
intitledto a dedu&ion  of  t,68c,ooc1. 
The  debts  from  France,  for  the 
fubiidence  of  prifoners  in  the  war 
which  concluded  in  1763,  for  ex- 
pences  on  the  Manilla  expedition, 
and  for  hofpital  expences,  amount¬ 
ing  to  422,0  ml.  were  fuch  as  it 
was  lurely  highly  improper  to 
include  in  the  fiatement  of  pro¬ 
perty  applicable  to  the  difcharge 
of  the  company’s  debts.  The 
next  article,  upon  which  the 
fecretary  thought  proper  to  ani¬ 
madvert,  was  that  of  the  rner- 
chandife  exported  to  India,  but 
not  arrived  when  the  lafi  accounts 
were  drawn,  to  the  amount  of 
i,2  1 9,091?.  Heobjededto6co,oocl. 
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of  this  article,  as  confining-  of  mi¬ 
litary  fores  to  be  con  fumed  in  In¬ 
dia,  and  therefore  incapable  in  any 
form  of  being  applied  to  the  liqui¬ 
dation  of  their  debts.  The  next 
article  was  for  the  advance  of 
freight  to  be  dedu  fed  on  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  their  ihips,  172,334!. 
To  this  article  he  had  a  very  great 
and  'olid  pbjeo'ion.  The  company 
had  advanced  the  freight  on  fifty- 
three  ihips ;  of  theie  fourteen  had 
come  home,  two  had  been  burned 
and  blown  up,  and  there  re¬ 
mained  thirtyTeven,  on  which  the 
remaining  freight  and  demurrage 
were  iblf  to  be  paid,  at  the  rate  of 
50,000!.  per  fli ip.  So  that  i ahead 
of  this  film  which  they  had  taken 
to  their  credit,  they  were  to  be 
charged  on.  the  account  with 
1,850, -oH.  for  which  they  were 
bound,  and  .which  they  mu  ft  pay. 
The  fecretary  delired  to  know,  what 
parliament  would  have  thought  of 
any  minifter  in  that  houfe,  who 
fhould  have  prefented  an  account 
fo  miferably  fallacious.  ’The  fol¬ 
iowing  fums  of  j  2,3001.  as  the 
value  of  their  flapping,  and  of 
253,616  k  for  their  warehoufes  in 
this  country,  Mr.  Fox  objected  to 
in  totn.  They  could  not  be  brought 
forward  but  on  the  prefumption 
of  their  bankruptcy,  a  prefump¬ 
tion  which  he  had  never  made, 
and  which  could  not  be  taken. 
To  the  article  of  703,8241,  the 
prime  coil  of  certain  cargoes  on 
their  padage  to  Bengal,  he  object¬ 
ed  in  part.  It  was  well  known, 
that  the  company  buffered  a  confi- 
derable  lots  upon  Bengal  goods  ; 
and  he  would  take  this  lofs  at 
1 17,824  1.  The  cargoes  from  Ben¬ 
gal  to  the  other  preiidencies,  which 
were  dated  at  364,5^1.  confided 
of  military  dores,  and  the  entire  fum 
was  for  that  reafon  deducted  from 
{he  account  by  the  fecretary.  Up- 
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on  the  fame  principle  was  druck 
off  the  fum  of  6b’o,  509 1.  from  the 
quick  dock  at  Bengal,  The  fum 
advanced  by  them  to  the  board  of 
trade  ought  to  be  lefs  by  1 6c, 000!, 

T  he  article  of  789,828!.  as  the 
debt  due  from  the  nabob  of  Glide, 
Mr.  Fox  wifhed  at  once  to  ftrike 
off,  along  with  every  other  article 
of  the  fame  nature.  He  believed, 
that  the  feelings  and  the  magnani¬ 
mity  of  the  country  would  go  with 
him  in  faying,  that  they  would  ra¬ 
ther  be  doomed  to  pay  all  that  the 
company  owed,  ill  as  they  could 
at  this  time  bear  it:  ill  as  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund  could  fu flain  the  lhock, 
they  would  rather  apply  to  that, 
than  wring  it  from  the  princes  of 
the  country,  by  aiding  them  in  the 
oppreffion  and  ruin  of  their  inno¬ 
cent  people.  To  the  eifimate  of 
the  quick  dock  at  Madras,  Mr. 
Fox  made  fimilar  objections,  and 
by  virtue  of  them  reduced  the  ba¬ 
lance  in  favour  of  the  company 
from  2,078,078  1,  to  little  more 
th  an  500,000 1.  From  the  quick 
flock  at  Bencoolen,  he  deduCled 
100,000 1.  which  were  exhaiitled 
in  the  expences  of  the  edablifh- 
ment.  The  entire  quick  dock  at 
St.  Helena,  27,6 1 81.  was  difallowed 
on  the  fame  principle.  The  balance 
againft  the  company  at  Bombay, 
which  was  taken  by  the  directors  at 
967,085!.  the  fecretary  increafed 
to  1,177,085  b  There  was  an  ad¬ 
ditional  arrear  to  be  taken  as  due 
to  the  army  in  India,  beyond  what 
the  account  dated,  of  140,0  ob 
The  fum  of  300,0001,  due  to  the 
fuba  of  the  Decan,  was  alfo  to¬ 
tally  omitted.  Thefe  objections 
taken  together  he  confidered  as 
amounting  to  9,400,000  h  To 
this  was  to  be  added,  the  fum  due 
to  the  proprietors,  3,200,0001, 
which  would  make  the  whole  con- 
dderably  more  than  1 2,000,000  L 
B  q  A  re- 
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A  rejoinder  to  the  animadver- 
lions  of  the  fecretary  was  after¬ 
wards  delivered  in  by  the  directors. 
The  difference  between  then'  repre- 
fentations  of  the  company’s  filia¬ 
tion,  turned  chiefly  upon  two 
points  ;  the  ErE,  whether  any  pro¬ 
perty  befide  that  which  was  now 
in  hand,  ought  to  be  taken  into 
the  eflimate  of  available  property 
for  the  dif  charge  of  their  debts  ; 
the  fecond,  whether  or  no  the  ba¬ 
lance  was  to  be  flruck  upon  the 
fuppofition  of  their  bankruptcy, 
and  the  confequent  fale  of  their 
houfes,  warehoufes  and  {hipping. 
Another  objedlion  was  farted  to 
the  fecretary’s  having  enumerated 
the  capital  of  the  proprietors  a- 
mong  the  debts  of  the  company. 
Never,  it  was  faid,  had  it , in  any 
former  inflance  been  heard  of,  that 
the  original  (lock  of  the  trader 
fhould  be  enumerated  in  the  cata¬ 
logue  of  his  debts,  and  that  he 
fhould  be  treated  as  infolvent  un- 
lefs  he  were  able  to  make  up  that 
fum.  *’ 

Having  refuted  the  fallacious 
reprefentation  the  company  had 
made  of  their  finances,  Mr.  Fox 
faid,  that  he  was  now  ready  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  if  every  {lulling  of  that 
property  were  real  and  forthcom¬ 
ing,  a  bill  of  the-  nature  of  the 
prefent  would  not  be  the  lefs  ne- 
ceffary.  He  trufted,  that  the  mea- 
fure  he  had  the  honour  to  intro¬ 
duce,  would  not  be  fo  far  degraded, 
as  for  it  to  be  faid  for  a  moment, 
that  it  originated  in  the  poverty  of 
the  company.  If  any  mifunder- 
flanding  had  hitherto  taken  place 
upon  that  head,  he  trufted,  that 
it  would  ceafe  henceforth,  and  that 
fo  odious  a  libel  upon  this  country 
would  not  pafs  current,  as  that 
fordid  motives  only  had  induced 
the  government  of  England  to  do 
that,  which  we  were  bound  to  do 


as  politicians,  as  Chritlians,  and  as 
men,  by  every  coniideration  which 
made  a  nation  refpeCUble,  great 
and  glorious. 

The  bill  had  been  combated  up-? 
on  various  principles  ;  but  to  the 
hour  he  was  fpeaking,  it  had  not 
been  can  vailed  upon  its  own  in- 
triniic  merits.  1  he  nature  and 
fubEanee  of  thefp  attacks,  he  con- 
Erued  as  the  ErongeE  comment 
upon  the  excellence  of  the  me  a- 
fure.  If  a  more  rational  oppofi- 
fition  could  be  made  to  it,  no  doubt 
it  would  have  been  made.  Such 
as  they  were  however,  he  would 
endeavour  to  remove  the  difficult 
ties  that  had  been  created. 

Much  had  been  faid  refpecting 
the  violation  of  charters.  The 
novelty  of  the  proceedings  now 
under  confederation,  had  been 
mentioned.  Certainly  perfons  who 
talked  thus  had  never  read  the 
other  acts,  by  which  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  charters  had  been  altered  to  a 
great  extent,  'i  he  regulating  act 
of  1773,  had  effected  various 
changes,  and  had  given  the  whole 
military  and  civil  government  to  par¬ 
liamentary  commiffioners,  though 
unfortunately  to  commiffioners  in 
1  ndia.  T  he  different  acts  by  which 
the  dividends  of  the  company  had 
been  reErained,  had  pointed  di¬ 
rectly  at  their  commercial  concerns 
* 

and  had  affeefed  their  property. 
The  neceffity,  in  fhe  prefent  Etna- 
tion  of  afairs,  of  fome  alteration  of 
the  reigning  fyEem  had  been  uni- 
verfally  acknowl eged,  and  his  op¬ 
ponents  had  warned  the  houfe  a- 
gainft  palliatives  and  haif-meafures. 
He  would  he  glad  to  hear  how  it 
was  poffible  to  adopt  a  new  fyltem 
by  parliamentary  authority,  with¬ 
out  Miking  at  thofe  charters  which  | 
intitled  the  company  to  continue 
the  old  one. 

The  plea  of  neceffity  was  there¬ 
fore 


FOREIGN  HISTORY, 


•fore  the  plea  to  which  he  had  ad¬ 
verted.  But  it  had  been  objeBed 
to  him,  that  neceility  was  the  creed 
of  flaves.  He  would  tell  thole  ob¬ 
jectors,  that  it  was  alfo  the  creed 
of  freemen.  Every  fy liable  that 
had  been  uttered,  reipeding  the 
intangibility  of  claims  made  vene¬ 
rable  by  prefcription  and  parch¬ 
ments,  was  a  battery  agaiml  the 
main  pillars  of  the  Britilh  confti- 
tution.  No  man  would  affirm,  that 
a  trull  to  a  company  of  merchants 
Yood  upon  the  fob  inn  and  fanbti- 
Eed  ground,  by  which  a  trull  was 
committed  to  a  monarch.  The  ar¬ 
guments  therefore  of  his  opponents 
might  have  been  adopted  with  ad¬ 
ditional  propriety  by  king  James 
the  Second,  He  might  have  claim¬ 
ed  the  property  of  dominion  ;  but 
what  had  been  the  languag  e  of  the 
people  ?  u  No,  you  have  noproperty 
in  dominion.  Dominion  was 'veiled 
in  you,  as  it  is  in  every  chief  magil- 
trate,  for  the  benefit  of  the  com¬ 
munity  to  be  governed.  It  was  a 
facred  trull  delegated  by  compabt. 
You  have  abided  the  trull.  You 
have  exerclfed  dominion  for  the 
purpcfcs  of  vexation  and  tyranny, 
not  cf  comfort,  protection  and 
good  order.  Vie  therefc  *e  refume 
the  power  which  was  originally 
-ours.  We  recur  to  the  firflt  prin¬ 
ciple  of  all  government,  the  will 
of  the  many  ;  and  it  is  our  will 
that  you  Ihall  no  longer  abufe  your 
dominion.3’ 

Under  the  head  of  influence, 
Mr.  Fox  animadverted  upon  the 

incontinent  obiedlions  of  Mr.  Dun- 

•»* 

das  and  the  country  gentlemen. 
It  had  been  charged  upon  him  by 
the  latter,  that  all  he  had  formerly 
done  in  reducing  the  influence  of 
the  crown  was  nothing,  compaied 
with  the  immenfe  acceffion  of  power 
that  he  was  now  acquiring  for  it. 
Certain  however  it  was?  that  this 


bill  as  little  augmented  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  crown,  as  any  meafure 
that  could  be  deviled  for  the  go- 
vernment  of  India,  with  the  flight¬ 
ed  promife  of  fuc cels.  The  very 
genius  of  influence  conlilled  in 
hope  or  fear,  fear  of  loiing  what 
we  had,  or  hope  of  gaining  more* 
Make  the  commiffioners  removeable 
at  will,  and  you  fet  all  the  little 
paffions  of  human  nature  afloat, 
invest  them  with  power,  upon  the 
fame  tenure  as  the  Eritifh  judges 
hold  their  ftation,  removeable  up¬ 
on  delinquency,  puniiliable  upon 
guilt,  but  lea  riels  of  power  if  they 
difeharge  their  trull,  and  they  will 
be  liable  to  no  Inducement,  and 
will  execute  their  funbtion^  with 
glory  to  themfelves,  and  lor  the 
common  good  of  the  country  and 
mankind. 

1  he  fecretary  intreated  the  houfe 
to  compare  the  bill  now  upon  their 
table,  with  the  bill  brought  in  dur¬ 
ing  the  hill  lellion  by  the  lord  ad¬ 
vocate  of  Scotland.  The  bill  of 
Mr,  Dundas  had  created  an  ar¬ 
bitrary  and  delpotic  power  in  one 
man  over  millions  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  not  in  England,  where 
the  remedy  was  always  eafy  and  at 
hand,  but  in  the  Fall  Indies,  the 
feene  of  every  mifehief,  fraud  and 
violence.  1  he  bill  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  lellion  afforded  the  moll  e«** 
tenfive  latitude  lor  malverfation ; 
the  bill  before  the,  houfe  guarded 
again  ft  it  with  all  imaginable  pre¬ 
caution.  ft  prefumed  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  bad  adminillration ;  for 
every  word  in  it  breathed  fufpicion. 
it  fuppofed  that'  men  were  but 
men  ;  it  confided  in  no  integrity  ; 
it  milled  no  character  :  it  annexed 
refponfibility,  not  only  to  every 
action,  but  even  to  the  in  aft  ion  of 
the  powers  it  created.  Mm  Dun- 
das  had  remarked,  that  he  would 
have  been  better  pleated  with  the 

bill 
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bill  had  it  confided  the  affairs  of 
India  to  a  new  fee  ret  ary  of  date, 
or  had  it  even  blended  them  with 
the  bufinefs  of  Mr.  Fox’s  office. 
Mr.  Fox  begged  to  fubmit  it  to  his 
audience,  what  would  have  been 
the  probable  comments  of  the  other 
fide  of  she  houfe,  had  either  of 
thefe  propolitions  originated  with 
him. 

But,  faid  Mr.  Dundas,  I  have  no 
apprehend  oil  s  from  the  tendency 
of  this  bill  to  augment  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  crown ;  the  object  of 
my  terror  is  the  influence  it  creates 
in  oppolition  to  the  crown  ;  the 
novel  principle  it  eftablifhes  of  an 
irnperium  in  imperio,  ft  was  irr pof- 
fible,  as  the  fecretary  conceived, 
for  Mr.  Dundas  to  have  fo  defpica- 
ble  an  idea  of  the  good  fenfe  of 
that  houfe,  as  to  expedt  the  flight¬ 
ed:  attention  to  this  remark.  It 
was  intended  only  for  the  people 
without  doors.  But  even  there  it 
would  produce  no  e  fie  ft.  The 
multitude  knew  the  fallacy  of  it  as 
well  as  the  learned  gentleman  him- 
felf.  They  kne  w  that  the  difiolu- 
tion  of  the  Eab-India  company 
had  been  w idled  for  fcores  of  years, 
by  many  good  men  in  this  country, 
for  the  very  reafon  that  it  was  an 
i mperium  in  imperio .  The  word  fpe- 
pes  of  government  was  that  which 
could  run  counter  to  all  the  ends 
of  its  inditution  with  impunity. 

Nothing  could  poffibly  create  the 
{mailed  expectation  of  benefit,  in 
any  perfon  who  underflood  the  fl¬ 
irtation  of  India,  but  a  fydem  of 
permanency.  Allowing,  for  argu¬ 
ment’s  fake,  to  the  governor  gene¬ 
ral  of  India,  under  Mr.  Dundas’s 
bill,  the  mod  unlimited  and  fupe- 
rior  abilities,  with  foundnefs  of 
heart  and  integrity  the  mod  un- 
quedionable  ;  what  fair  hope  could 
be  entertained  of  the  fuccefs  of  his 
projedts,  when  perhaps  before 


he  could  enter  upon  tile  execution 
of  one  of  them  he  might  be  re¬ 
called,  in  confequence  of  oiie  of 
thofe  changes  in  adminifti ation, 
which  of  late  years  had  been  fo  fre¬ 
quent  ?  “  If,”  added  the  fecretary, 
u  the  dilpenfers  of  the  plan  for  go¬ 
verning  India,  (a  place  from  which 
the  an l we r  of  a  letter  cannot  be 
expedted  in  leis  than  twelve  months) 
have  not  greater  liability  in  their 
fituations  than  a  Britifli  minidry, 
adieu  to  all  hopes  of  rendering  our 
Eaitern  territories  of  any  advan¬ 
tage  to  this  country  ;  adieu  to 
every  expectation  of  purifying  the 
Indian  fySlem,  of  reform,  of  im¬ 
provement,  of  regulating  the  trade 
upon  its  proper  principles,  of  re- 
enablifhing  the  natives  in  comfort, 
and  of  fecuring  the  perpetuity  of 
thefe  blellings  by  the  cordial  recon* 
cilement  of  the  Indians  with  their 
former  tynuys,  upon  terms  of 
amity,  frieiidfliip  and  fellow  fhipT 
As  to  the  cireumdance  of  the  com- 
miffioners  being  nominated  by  par¬ 
liament  in  the  fird  in  fiance,  it  was 
fo  far  from  being-  any  thing  new, 
violent  and  alarming,  that  the 
houfe  would  recolledi  that  in  no 
parliamentary  com  mi  if  on  down  to 
the  comjp.iffioners  of  the  land-tax, 
had  it  ever  been  otherwise. 

The  fecretary  had  already  fpoken 
of  himfelf,  and  he  mud  add  fope 
other  obfervations  on  the  fame  fu b~ 
jedt.  The  houfe  would  fee  that 
the  aukward  talk  was  rendered  iit- 
difpenfible,  infinitely  more  having 
been  faid  concerning  him  in  thefe 
debates,  than  concerning  the  quef- 
tion.  which  was  the  proper  fubjett 
of  agitation.  He  had  been  charg¬ 
ed  with  defertion  and  apoftacy  from 
thofe  principles  of  liberty  upon 
the  former  affertion  of  which  he 
was  now  fo  highly  complimented. 
In  reply  to  this  charge  he  would 
aide rt3  that  were  they  to  fearch  the 
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hi  {lory  of  his  life,  they  would  find 
that  the  period  ol  it,  in  which  he 
had  il.ru ogled  mol  for  the  real,  fub- 
flantial  caufe  of  liberty,  was  that 
very  mcmuit.  What  was  the  mod 
odious  fpecies  of  tyranny  ?  Pre- 
cifely  that  which  the  bill  was  in¬ 
tended  to  annihilate  :  that  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  men,  free  them  {elves,  fhould 
execute  the  m Oil:  bale  and  abomin¬ 
able  defpotifm  over  millions  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  that  inno¬ 
cence  fhould  be  the  victim  of  cp- 
preftion.  that  induftry  fhould  toil 
for  rapine,  that  the  harmlefs  la¬ 
bourer  fnould  fweat,  not  for  his  own 
benefit,  but  for  the  luxury  and  ra¬ 
pacity  of  t\  rannie  depredation  :  in 
a  word,  that  thirty  millions  of  men 
lifted  by  providence  with  the  or- 
dinary  endowments  of  humanity, 
fhould  groan  under  a  fyltern  of  def¬ 
potifm  unmatched  in  all  the  hiito- 
ries  of  the  w<'rld. 

But  the  charge  wras  frill  repeated, 
and  that  fide  of  the  houfe  were  de- 
ferters.  A  few  cold  and  diiaffebled 
members  fell  off,  then  turned  about, 
and  to  palliate  their  own  defection, 
called  the  body  of  the  army  de¬ 
serters  1  They  had  not  deferted  ; 
here  they  were  a  firm  phalanx. 
Deferted  indeed  they  had  been  in 
the  moment  of  difafter,  but  never 
dejected,  and  feldorn  complaining. 
Some  of  thole  who  vole  upon  their 
wreck,  and  who  eagerly  grafped 
the  power  they  had  had  the  labour 
of  e  retting,  now  called  them  de- 
fetters.  They  retorted  the  term 
with  juft  indignation.  But  an  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  had  advifed 
Mr.  Fox  not  to  mention  the  name 
pf  the  marquis  of  Rockingham, 
who  would  never  have  counte¬ 
nanced  a  bill  of  this  kind.  This 
was,  indeed,  impofing  hard  condi¬ 
tions  on  thofe  who  had  Rifle  red  a 
fort  of  political  martyrdom  in  the 
caufe  of  that  nobleman,  and  had 
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fur  rendered  pomp  and  power  rather 
than  remain,  where  his  principles 
ceafed  to  he  fafhionable,  and  were 
withering  into  contempt.  At  no 
period  of  his  life  did  Mr.  Fox  men¬ 
tion  the  marquis  with  more  confi¬ 
dence,  than  at  this  moment,  when 
he  laid,  that  his  foul  (poke  in  every 
line  of  the  bill  before  the  houfe, 
for  his  foul  fpoke  in  every  me  a  fare 
of  virtue,  wiftiom,  humane  policy, 
and  national  honour. 

A  gamq  of  a  twofold  quality 
was  playing  by  the  other  fide  of 
the  houfe  upon  this  occafion,  to 
which  he  hoped  the  houfe,  and  he 
hoped  the  kingdom  would  attend. 
They  were  endeavouring  to  injure 
adminiftration  through  two  chan- 
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riels  at  the  fame  time  ;  through  a 
certain  great,  quarter,  and  through 
the  people.  They  were  attempt¬ 
ing  to  alann  the  firft,  by  aflerting, 
that  the  bill  increafed  the  influence 
of  min  ill  ry  again  ft  the  crown  ;  and 
they  were  roufing  the  people  under 
an  idea  that  it  increafed  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  crown  againft  them. 
That  they  would  fail  in  both,  he 
doubted  not.  In  the  great  quarter 
he  trufted,  they  were  well  under- 
flood,  and  the  princely  mind  of 
that  high  perfon  was  a  fecurity  a- 
gainft  their  devices  :  they  were 
running  fwiftly  to  take  off  -what¬ 
ever  little  impoiition  might  have 
been  put  upon  any  part  even  of 
the  multitude.  He  wifhed  to  ref- 
cue  the  character  of  the  public 
underlfanding  from  the  contemptu¬ 
ous  implication  that  it  was  capable 
of  being  gulled  by  Rich  artifices. 
He  felt  for  his  country’s  honour 
when  he  laid,  drat  Englifhmen,  free 
themfelves,  and  fond  of  giving  free¬ 
dom  to  others,  dildained  luch  lira- 
t  age  ms,  and  were  equally  above 
the  fdiinefs  of  crediting  the  reviiers 
of  this  aeft,  as  above  the  baienefs 
of  confederating  and  making  a  com¬ 
mon 
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roon  eaufe  with  thofe,  who  would 
fuppott  a  fyjftem  that  difhonoured 
the  country,  and  kept  thirty  mil¬ 
lions  of  the  human  race  in  wretch- 
nefs.  He  made  allowance  for  the 
hare-brained  delulions  of  folly  and 
ignorance,  and  the  eifeCts  of  dehgn. 
To  fuch  evils  every  meafure  was 
liable,  and  every  man  mu  ft  expeCt 
a  portion  of  the  confequence.  But 
for  the  ferious  and  grave  determi¬ 
nations  of  the  public  judgment  he 
had  the  higheft  value ;  he  ever 
had,  and  ever  ftiould  have.  If  it 
were  a  weaknefs,  he  confefted  it, 
that  to  lofe  the  good  opinion  of  the 
meaneft  man  gave  him  fome  pain  ; 
and  whatever  triumph  his  enemies 
could  derive  from  fuch  a  frame  of 
mind,  they  were  welcome  to.  But 
he  would  rilk  his  all  upon  the  ex¬ 
cellence!  of  this  bill.  He  would 
rilk  upon  it  whatever  was  moil  dear 
to  him,  whatever  men  mold  valued, 
the  character  of  integrity,  of  ta¬ 
lents,  of  honour,  of  prefent  repu¬ 
tation  and  future  fame  :  thefe  he 
would  ftake  upon  the  ccnftitutional 
fafetyk  the  enlarged  policy,  the 
equity  and  wifdom  of  this  meafure. 
And  he  had  no  fear,  when  he  faid 
(whatever  might  be  the  fare  of  its 
authors)  that  this  bill  would  pro¬ 
duce  to  this  country  every  blefting 
cf  commerce  and  revenue  ;  and  that 
by  extending  a  generous-  and  hu¬ 
mane  government  over  thofe  millions 
whom  the  infcrutable  difpenfations 
of  providence  had  placed  under  us 
in  the  remote!!  regions  of  the  earth, 
it  would  confecrate  the  name  of 
England  among  the  nobleft  of  na¬ 
tions. 

The  fpeech  of  Mr.  Burke  upon 
this  grand,  turning  point  of  the 
then  adminiftration,  v.  as  perhaps 
the  moll  beautiful,  fublime  and 
finifiied-compolition,  that  his  ft  tidies 
and  his  labours  had  produced.  He 
declared  himfelf  a  little  concerned 


to  perceive  the  fpirit  and  temper  in 
which  the  debate  had  been  all  arong 
purified  upon  one  lide  of  the  houio. 
The  declamation  of  gentlemen  who 
oppofed  the  bill  had  been  abundant 
and  vehement  ;  bur  they  had  been 
refer vea,  and  even  blent,  about  its 
fitnefs  or  uniitnefs  to  obtain  the  ob¬ 
ject  it  had  in  view.  By  fome  it  was 
taken  up  (by  wav  of  exercife  he 
prefumed)  as  a  point  or  law  on  a 
queftion  of  private  property  and 
corporate  franchife ;  by  others  it 
was  regarded  as  the  petty  intrigue 
of  a  faction  at  court,  and  argued 
merely  as  it  tended  to  fet  thi-  man 
a  little  higher,  or  that  a  little  loaer, 
in  lituation  and  power.  The  void 
had  been  filled  up  with  invectives 
againft  coalition  ;  \vith  allubons  to 
the  lofs  or  America;  with  the  ac¬ 
tivity  and  inactivity  of  minifters. 

j 

The  intereft  and  well-being  of  the 
people  of  India,  the  intereft  which 
this  nation,  had  in  the  commerce 
and  revenues  or  that  country,  could 
fcarcely  obtain  the  attention  of  a 
moment.  It  was  not  right,  it  was 
not  worthy  of  that  houle  in  this 
manner  to  depreciate  the  value,  to 
degrade  the  majefty  of  th'.s  grave 
deliberation  of  policy  and  empire. 

i  he  claims  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  under  it's  charters  had 
been  after  ted  in  very  lofty  language, 
and  had  been  mentioned  IVy  the 
phrafe  ot  the  chartered  rights  of 
men.  The  phrafe,  Mr.  Burke  ob- 
ferved,  was*  full  of  affectation  and 
ambiguity.  i  he  rights  of  men, 
that  is,  the  natural  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  were  indeed  iacred  things  ; 
and  for  any  public  meafure  m;f- 
chievoufiv  to  affeCt  them,  ought  to 
be  an  objection  fatal  to  the  mea¬ 
fure,  even  if  no  charter  could  be 
fet  up  againft  it.  If  thefe  natural 
rights  , were  farther  affirmed  by  cx- 
prefs  covenants,  they  were  in  a  bill 
better  condition  :  they  partook  not 
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only  of  the  fanctity  of  the  objeCt, 
but  of  the  folemnity  ot  that  public 
faith  by  which  they  were  fecured. 
Such  were  the  charters  oi  king 
John  and  king  Henry  the  third; 
and  thefe  charters  had  made  the 
very  name  dear  to  the  heart  of  ail 
Enylidiman.  But  there  were  char- 
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ters,  not  only  different  from  thefe, 
but  formed  on  principles  the  very 
reverfe  ot  theirs.  The  rights  they 
communicated  (to  fpeak  ot  them 
in  terms  of  the  great  ell:  poffible  mo¬ 
deration)  did  at  lead:  iufpend  the 
natural  rights  of  mankind  at  large, 
and  were  liable  to  fall  into  a  direct 
violation  of  them.  Such  was  the 
charter  of  the  Ball  India  company. 
It  was  (lamped  by  the  faith  of  the 
king ;  it  was  damped  by  the  faith 
of  parliament ;  it  had  been  bought 
for  money,  honedly  and  fairly 
paid  ;  it  had  been  bought  for 
valuable  confideration,  over  and 
over  again.  More  than  this  could 
not  be  afferted  by  the  mod  dre- 
nuous  advocates  the  company  had 
to  boad. 

It  was  true  however  of  every 
fpecies  of  political  dominion,  and 
every  defcription  or  commercial 
privilege,  none  of  which  were  ori¬ 
ginal  rights,  or  grants  tor  the  mere 
benefit  of  the  holders,  that  they 
were  in  the  drifted  fenfe  a  trud  ; 
that  the  perfons  to  whom  they  were 
delegated  were  accountable,  and 
that  they  Were  liable  torally  to 
ceafe,  when  they  fubdantially  va¬ 
ried  from  the  purpofes  of  their  exi- 
dence.  1  he  very  charter,  which 
was  held  out  to  exclude  parliament 
from  aff  interference,  was  the  thing 
which  at  once  gave  a  title,  and  im- 
pofed  a  duty '  upon  them,  to  inter¬ 
fere  in  all  cafes  of  flagrant  malver- 
fation.  Parliament  had  fold,  it  was 
admitted,  all  they  had  a  right  to 
fell ;  that  is,  their  authority,  not 
their  control.  They  had  not  a 
right  to  /make-.  a  market  of  their 


duties :  and  paffively  to  bear  with 
oppreffions  committed  under  the 
fanCtion  of  their  authority,  was,  in 
truth  and  reafon,  to  be  an  accom¬ 
plice  in  the  abufe. 

The  drong  admiffion,  Mr.  Burke 
was  confcious,  that  he  had  made 
of  the  company’s  rights,  bound  him 
to  do  a  great  deal.  He  ought  to  be 
able  to  Ihow  that  the  object  affected 
by  the  abufe  was  great  and  impor¬ 
tant,  that  the  abufe  was  habitual 
and  of  confiderable  magnitude,  and 
that  without  an  entire  change  of 
fydem  it  was  utterly  incurable.  All 
this  ought  to  be  made  as  vinble  to 
him  as  the  light  of  the  fun,  before 
he  would  drike  off  an  atom  of  the 
charter.  His  reluctance  for  the 
fake  of  a  theory,  however  fpecious, 
to  the  dedroying  any  edablifhed 
fydem  of  government,  was  infupet- 
able. 

After  having  dated  the  extent  -of 
territory  and  population,  which 
was  the  objeCt  of  this  bill,  Mr. 
Burke  defended  the  quality  and 
character  of  the  inhabitants.  They 
did  not  confift  of  an  abjeCt  and  bar¬ 
barous  populace ;  much  lefs  of 
gangs  of  favages,  like  the  Guaranies 
and  Chiquitos,  who  wandered  on  the 
borders  of  the  river  of  Amazons 
or  the  Plate.  They  were  a  people 
for  ages  civilized  and  cultivated  ; 
cultivated  by  ail  the  arts  of  ponded 
life,  while  we.  were  yet  in  the  woods. 
There  had  been  (and  dill  the  fkele- 
tons  remained)  princes  once  of 
great  dignity,  authority  and  opu¬ 
lence.  There  were  to  be  found  the 
chiefs  of  tribes  and  nations.  There 
was  to  be  found  an  ancient  and  ve¬ 
nerable  priefthood,  the  depofitary 
of  their  laws,  learning  and  hi-» 
dory,  the  guides  of  the  people 
while  living,  and  their  confolation 
in  death  ;  a  nobility  of  great  anti¬ 
quity  and  renown  ;  a  multitude  of 
cities,  not  exceeded  in  population 
and  trade  by  thofc  of  the  drd  clafs 

in 


B  R  I  X  1  S  H  A  N  D 


in  Europe  ;  merchants  and  bankers, 
individual  houfcs  of  whom  had  mice 
vied  wish  the  bank  of  England, 
whofe  credit  had  often  lupported  a 
tottering  hate,  and  preferved  their 
governments  in  the  mid  ft  of  war 
and  defoiation ;  millions  of  inge¬ 
nious  manufacturers  and  mechanics, 
millions  of  the  moll  diligent,  and 
not  the  leaft  intelligent  tillers  of  the 
earth.  Here  were  to  be  found  al- 
moft  all  the  religions  profefied  by 
men,  the  Bramincal,  the  MufTul- 
man,  the  eaftern  and  the  weftern 
Chriftian. 

In  delcribing  the  magnitude  and 
atrocity  of  the  abufe,  Mr.  Burke 
affirmed,  with  refpedt  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  company  towards  powers 
and  ftates  independent,  or  that  not 
long  iince  were  fuch,  that  there 
was  not  a  fingle  prince,  ftate,  or 
potentate,  with  whom  they  had 
come  into  contaCf,  whom  they  had 
not  fold  ;  that  there  was  not  a  iingle 
treaty  they  had  ever  made  which 
they’  had  not  broken ;  and  that 
there  was  not  a  fingle  prince  or 
Rate  that  had  ever  put  any  truft  in 
the  company,  -  and  was  not  utterly 
ruined.  Mr.  Burke’s  firft  inftance 
was  in  the  Great  Mogul,  the  de- 
fcendant  of  Tamerlane.  This  high 
perfonage,  as  high  as  human  vene¬ 
ration  could  look  at,  was  by  every 
account,  amiable  in  his  manners, 
refpeCtable  for  his  piety  according 
to  his  mode,  and  accompliihed  in 
all  the  oriental  literature.  Money 
was  coined  in  his  name ;  in  his 
name  juftice  was  adminiftercd  ;  he 
was  prayed  for  in  every  temple 
through  the  countries  we  pofftlTed 
„ — but  he  had  been  fold.  To  this 
example.  Mr.  Burke  added  the  lale 
of  the  Rohillas,  thofe  of  the  nabob 
of  Bengal,  of  the  polygars,  of  the 
Maratta  empire,  of  Ragoba  the  pre¬ 
tender  to  that  empire,  and  of  the 
Riba  of  the  Decan.  The  tranfac- 


tions  in  the  beginning,  and  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  Maratta 
war,  furnifhed  a  very  copious  lift 
of  inftances  under  the  fecond  head. 

In  regard  to  the  ruin  of  luch 
princes  as  had  confided  in  the  com¬ 
pany,  the  houle  would  be  pleafed 
to  look  to  the  hiftory  and  prefent 
condition  of  the  nabob  of  Glide. 

In  the  year  1779  this  country  had 
been  afflicted  with  a  general  famine  ; 
a  calamity  which  was  known  to  relax 
the  feverity  even  of  the  moft  ri¬ 
gorous  government.  In  this  litua- 
tion  the  prefldent  of  Bengal  had 
pat  an  abfolute  negative  upon  the 
reprefentation  of  the  prince,  add¬ 
ing,  that  perhaps  expedients  might 
be  found  for  affording  him  a  gradual 
relief,  but  that  thefe  could  not  be 
^applied  at  once,  and  that  their  effeCt 
"muft  be  diftant.  This  diftant  re¬ 
lief  however  never  arrived,  and 
the  country  was  ruined.  Mr.  Haft- 
ine's  aeknowleged,  that  the  “  event 
had  proved  the  reverfe  ot  his  hopes, 
and  had  yielded  nothing  but  accu¬ 
mulation  of  di  ft  refs,  debafement 
and  diffatisfaClion  to  the  nabob,  and 
difappointment  and-  dif  grace  to  him- 
ielf.”  But  in  the  mid  ft  of  this 
grand  wafte  of  the  company’s  do¬ 
minion,  one  country,  like  an  ifland, 
ftill  bore  the 'marks  of  fertility  and 
plenty.  “  The  whole  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  fay  the  enemies  of  its  unfor¬ 
tunate  prince,  is  what  the  whole 
country  of  the  Rohillas  was,  cul¬ 
tivated  like  a  garden,  without  one 
neglected  fpot  in  it.  Fizulla  was 
fuppofed,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few 
years,  to  have  doubled  the  popu¬ 
lation  and  revenues  of  his  country.” 
Di\  Swift  had  fomewhere  laid,  that 
he  who  could  make  two  blades  of 
g-rafs  grow,  where  but  one  grew  be¬ 
fore,  was  a  greater  benefactor  to 
the  human  race  than  all  the  poli¬ 
ticians  that  ever  exifted..  This 
prince}  who  would  have  been  deified 
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by  antiquity,  who  would  have  been 
ranked  with  Ofiris,  and  Bacchus 
and  Ceres,  and  the  divinities  moil 
propitious  to  men,  was  for  thefe 
very  merits  attacked  by  the  com¬ 
pany’s  government  as  a  cheat,  a 
robber  and  a  traitor.  H  is  terri¬ 
tory,  fmalier  in  extent  than  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  already  paid  to 
the  Britifh  government  ty  ,ooel. 
per  annum,  and  a  demand  was  now 
made  upon  it  to  the  amount  of 
qoo,oocl.  more.  The  lituatioii  of 
Faruckabad  appeared  to  be  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  territories  of  Fizulla. 
To  this  might  be  added,  the1  affair 
of  the  polygars,  and  the  lltuation 
of  the  prince  who  had  ruined  the 
polygars,  Mahomet  Ali  Khan.  The 
liory  of  the  raja  of  Benares,  and 
of  the  prince  lies  of  Oude  were  nlfo 
related  by  Mr.  Burke  with  much 
warmth  of  colouring. 

From  the  conduct  of  the  com¬ 
pany  towards  the  independent  pow¬ 
ers  and  Hates  that  furrounded  them, 
the  liotife  would  turn  to  the  litua- 
tion  of  the  countries  immediately 
under  the  charter  government.  In 
the  year  1772,  and  about  the  time 
in  which  Mr.  -Haiti ngs  had  become 
prefident  of  Bengal,  thefe  provinces 
were  laid  wade  with  a  famine.  The 
fuccour,  which  the  new  prefident 
and  council  lent  to  the  afflicted  na¬ 
tion —was  it  poffihle  to  believe  the 
relation  ?-• — was  the  fett’ng  up  the 
landed  intereil  of  a  whole  kingdom, 
of  a  kingdom  to  be  compared  to 
France,  to  public  auction.  No  pre¬ 
ference  had  been  given  to  the  ancient 
proprietors.  They  muff  bid  again  ft 
every  u Hirer,  every  temporary  ad¬ 
venturer,  every  jobber  and  fchemer, 
every  fervant  of  every  European, 
or  they  been  obliged  to  con¬ 
tent  themfelves,  in  lieu  of  their  ex- 
tenlive  domains,  with  their  houfe, 
and  fuch  a  penfion  as  the  date 
auctioneers  thought  fit  to  alii g  11. 


Another  reform  had  fince  come 
upon  the  back  of  the  fil'd,  a  new 
fcheme  of  oeconomy  had  taken 
place,  and  had  deprived  them  of 
the  penfion.  The  menial  fervants 
of  Englifhmen,  perfons,  u  whole 
fathers  they  would  not  have  fet 
with  the  dogs  of  their  flock,”  en* 
tered  into  their  patrimonial  lands. 
Mr.  Hadings’s  banian,  after  this 
audtion,  had  been  found  pb  defied 
of  territories  yielding  a  rent  of 
1.40,000!. 

A  total  revolution  in  the  year 
1781  had  alfo  taken  place  in  the  na¬ 
tive  adminidration  of  juftice.  In 
one  of  the  ufual  freaks  of  legislation, 
the  council  of  Bengal  had  trans¬ 
ferred  the  judicature,  till  then  ex - 
ercifed  by  the  principal  Mudiilnien, 
to  a  body  confiituted  of  certain' 
Englifh  fervants  of  the  company, 
and  the  Gertroo  zemidars  of  the 
country,  who  had  never  petitioned 
for  it,  and,  for  any  thing  that  ap¬ 
peared,  never  defired  the  boon. 
The  natives  however  had  foon 
the  confolation  of  perceiving  that 
the  Englifh  government  fared  no 
better.  A  board  of  juftice  and  re¬ 
venue  had  been  planned  by  the  pre¬ 
fident  and  council  in  1 772, and  fofar 
ratified  by  the  court  of  directors,  that 
they  gave  precife  orders  that  no  alte¬ 
ration  fhould  be  made  in  it  without 
their  confent.  In  this  condittuioa 
(whether  in  other  refpeCts  good  or 
evil)  there  hud  been  authority, 
communication,  mutual  check,  and 
control.  They  had  been  obliged  to 
enter  on  their  minutes  their  realons 
and  difients  •  fo  that  a  man  of  di- 
1  gence  and  tolerable  fagacity,  fit¬ 
ting  in  London,  might  be  able  from 
them  to  form  fome  judgment  of  the 
fpirit  of  what  was  going  on  on  the 
farthed  bank  of  the  Ganges  and 
Burrampooter.  This  conditution 
however,  without  any  previous 
ftep,  at  one  firoke,  by  the  autho- 
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nty  of  a  fiiigte  individual,  had  been 
fwept  away.  The  chief  or  each 
council,  and  one  European  col¬ 
lector  of  revenue,  only  remained. 
Their  continuance  was  publicly  de¬ 
clared  to  be  only  temporary  and 
permiffive*-  A  committee  had  been 
formed  in  Calcutta,  to  whom  not 
only  the  functions  of  all  the  inie- 
xior,  but  even  thofe  of  the  iupreme 
admini (Cation  of  revenue  were  de¬ 
legated.  In  the  obfcure  and  hlent 
gulf  of  this  committee  every  thing 
was  now  buried.  The  thickelt 
fhades  of  nEht  furrounded  their 
tr  aril  act  ions.  The  directors,  who 
had  dared  to  talk  with  fuch  con¬ 
fidence  of  their  revenues,  knew 
nothing  about  them.  What  ufed 
to  fill  volumes  was  now  com  unfed 

x 

under  a  few  dry  heads  on  a  Elect 
of  paper.  The  judicial  inftitution 
had  undergone  a  fimilar  change, 
and  judges  were,  placed  at  the  head 
of  each  court  taken  from  the  junior 
fervants  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Burke  proceeded  to  point 
out  a  few  of  the  many  lines  of  dif¬ 
ference,  which  were  to  be  found 
between  the  vices  of  the  company’s 
government  and  thofe  of  the  con¬ 
querors  who  preceded  us  in  India. 
The  feveral  irruptions  of  Arabs, 
Tartars  and  Perfians  had  been 
for  the  greater  part  wadeful  in  the 
extreme  :  our  entrance  into  the  do¬ 
minion  had  been  with  Email  compa¬ 
rative  effufion'  of  blood,  and  was 
lefs  effected  by  open  force  than  by 
■various  frauds  and  delufions.  But 
the  difference  in  favour  of  the  fir  ft 
conquerors  was  this ;  the  Afiatic 
conquerors  had  foon  abated  of  their 
ferocity,  becaufe  they  made  the 
conquered  country  their  own.  Fa¬ 
thers  there  depolited  this  hopes  of 
their  pufterity,  and  children  there 
beheld  the  monuments  of  their  fa¬ 
thers.  Poverty,  fterility  and  de- 

•  /  *  Mr.  Burke  excepted  the  t 


folation  were  not  a  recreating  pro- 
fpeCt  to  the  eye  of  man,  and  few 
there  were  who  could  bear  to  grow 
old  among  the  curfes  of  a  whole 
people.  If  their  palfion  or  their 
avarice  drove  the  i  artar  lords  to 
axfts  of  rapacity  or  tyranny,  there 
had  been  time  enough  in  the  fhort 
life  of  man  to  repair  the  defolatlons 
of  war  by  the  arts  of  magnificence 
and  peace.  But  under  the  Englifh 
Government  all  this  order  was  re- 

O 

verfed.  Our  conqueft  there,  after 

x  q 

twenty  years,  was  as  crude  as  it  had 
been  the  fir  ft  day.  The  natives 
fcarcely  knew  what  it  was  to  fee 
the  grey  head  of  an  Englifhman. 
Young  men  (boys  aimoft)  governed 
there  without  fociety  and  without 
fympathy  with  the  natives.  They 
had  no  more  focial  habits  with  the 
people  than  if  they  Hill  reiided  in 
England,  nor  indeed  any  fpecies 
of  intcrcourfe,  but  that  which  was 
neceflary  to  the  making  a  fudden 
fortune  with  a  view  to  a  remote 
fectlement.  Animated  with  all  the 
avarice  of  age,  and  all  the  impe- 
tuofity  of  youth,  they  rolled  in  one 
after  another,  wave  after  wave  • 
and  there  was  nothing  before  the 
eves  of  the  natives  but  an  endlefs, 
hopelefs  profpedt  of  new  flights  of 
birds  of  prey  and  paflage,  with 
appetites  continually  renewing  for 
a  food  that  was  continually  wafting. 
Every  rupee  of  profit  made  by  an 
Englifhman  was  loft  for  ever  to  In¬ 
dia.  With  us  were  no  retributory 
fuperftitions,  by  winch  a  founda¬ 
tion  of  charity  compenfated  for 
ages  to  the  poor,  for  the  rapine  and 
injuftice  of  a  day.  With  us  no 
pride  erected  liately  monuments, 
which  repaired  the  mifehiefs  pride 
had  produced,  and  adorned  a  coun¬ 
try  out  of  its  own  fpoils.  England 
had  erefted  no  churches,  no  ho- 
ipitals  *,  no  palaces,  no  fchools 

ifling  foundation  at  Calcutta., 

England 


/ 


FOREIGN 


HISTORY. 


33 


England  had  built  no  bridges,  made 
no  high  roads,  cut  no  navigations, 
dug  no  refervoirs.  Every  other 
conqueror  of  every  other  defcrip- 
tion  had  left  fome  monument  either 
of  if  ate  or  beneficence  behind  him. 
Were  we  to  be  driven  out  of  India 
this  day,  nothing  would  remain  to 
tell  that  it  had  been  poiTeffed,  dur¬ 
ing  the  inglorious  period  of  our 
dominion,  by  any  thing  better  than 
the  ourdki-outang  or  the  tyger. 

The  commercial  conduit  of  the 
company  had  not  been  a  whit  more 
prudent  and  judicious  than  their 
conduct  as  ihitefmen.  They  had 
paid  no  attention  to  the  principle 
of  buying  cheap  and  felling  dear  ; 
they  had  been  prodigal  in  their 
contracts  they  had  made  no  pro¬ 
vision  for  the  bills  which  were 
drawn  upon  them  ;  and  inftead  of 
that  accuracy,  which  was  effential 
to  a  merchant,  they  had  invented 
a  new  principle  of  account  upon 
honour,  which  in  reality  amounted 
to  an  entire  annihilation  of  the 
principle  of  all  accounts. 

Mr,  Burke  proceeded  to  examine 
the  lad  quedion  he  had  dated,  whe¬ 
ther  in  its  prefent  date  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Ead  India  company 
was  abfolutely  incorrigible.  Under 
this  head  he  declared,  that  if  the 
&ourt  of  directors  had  not  uni¬ 
formly  condemned  every  aft  which 
that  houie  or  any  of  its  committees 
had  condemned,  if  the  language 
In  which  they  had  exprelfed  their 
difapprobation  had  not  been  more 
indignant  than  anvvever  employed 
in  that  houie,  he  fhould  have  en¬ 
tertained  fome  hopes.  But  when 
he  reflected  on  the  uniformity  of 
their  fupport  to  the  objects  of  their 
uniform  cenfure,  and  the  date  of 
inligiiidcance  and  dilgrace  to  which 
all  of  thole  had  been  reduced  whom 
they  approved,  and  that  even  utter 
ruin  and  premature  death  had  been 
i'784* 


among  the  fruits  of  their  favour, 
he  mud  be  convinced  that  in  this 
cafe,  as  in  all  others,  hypocrify 
was  the  only  vice  that  never  could 
be  cured.  The  death  of  colonel 
Monfon  and  lir  John  Clavering, 
and  the  difgrace  of  Mr.  Francis, 
men  who  had  been  fent  out  to  re-¬ 
form  the  abufes  of  the  company’s 
government,  and  whofe  conduct  had 
received  their  uniform  applaufe, 
amply  confirmed  this  obfervation. 
But  worfe,  far  worfe,  had  been 
the  fate  of  the  poor  creatures,  the 
natives  of  India,  whom  the  hypo- 
crify  of  the  company  had  betrayed 
into  complaint  of  oppreilion  and 
difcovery  of  peculation.  The  drib 
woman  in  Bengal,  a  perfon  of 
princely  rank,  who  had  paid  above 
200, cool,  a  year  quit-rent  to  the 
date,  was,  according  to  very  cre¬ 
dible  information,  fo  completely 
beggared  by  her  thoughtlefs  trull 
in  the  company’s  honour,  as  to 
band  in  need  of  the  relief  of  alms* 
The  affair  of  Nundcomar  was  well 
known.  By  an  infult  on  every 
thing  which  India  held  refpeTable- 
and  facred,  he  had  been  hanged, 
for  a  pretended  crime,  upon  an  cx 
pojl  fa £1  o  Britifh  aft  of  parliament, 
in  the  midh  of  his  evidence  again!! 
Mr.  Hadings.  The  accufer  they 
law  hanged.  The  culprit,  with¬ 
out  acquittal  or  enquiry,  triumphed 
on  the  ground  of  that  murder ;  a 
murder  not  of  Nundcomar  only, 
but  of  all  living  tedimony,  and  of 
evidence  yet  unborn.  From  that 
time  not  a  complaint  had  been  heard 
from  the  natives  againd  their  go¬ 
vernors.  All  the  grievances  of 
India  had  found  a  complete  re¬ 
medy. 

T  his  had  been  their  condudl, 
and  it  had  been  the  refult  of  the 
alteration  which  was  infenlibly 
made  in  their  conhitution.  The 
company",  in  the  fenle  in  which  it 
G  was 
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was  formerly  tiiiderftood,  had  no 
exidence.  The  dock  was  of  no 
value,  whether  it  were  the  quali¬ 
fication  of  a  director  or  proprietor, 
and  it  was  impoffible  it  fhould.  A 
direCdor’s  qualification  might  be 
worth  about  2,500b  and  the  in- 
tered  was  about  160I.  a  year.  Of 
what  value  was  that  to  him,  whofe 
fon,  before  he  was  in  Bengal  two 
months,  fold  the  grant  of  a  fingle 
contrabt  for  40.000I  ?  Accordingly 
the  llock  was  bought  up  in  quali¬ 
fications  ;  and  its  end  was  to  fup- 
port  againd  judice  fdme  man  of 
power  who  had  made  an  obnoxious 
fortune  in  India,  and  to  obtain  in 
return  his  patronage,  that  he  might 
pour  the  fpoils  of  the  Ead,  44  bar¬ 
baric  pearl  and  gold,”  on  their 
children  and  dependents.  Mr.  Ha- 
iHngs  had  informed  us,  that  he  had 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  that  kind 
of  raw  materials,  who  expected  to 
be  fpeedily  manufactured  into  this 
merchantable  quality.  He  had  two 
hundred  and  fifty  young  gentlemen, 
foine  of  them  of  the  belt  families 
in  England,  as  hodages  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  that  houfe,  and 
of  his  condiments;  and,  loaded 
for  years  as  he  had  been  with  the 
execrations  of  the  natives,  and  the 
\  cenfures  of  the  directors,  and  itruck 
and  b laded  with  refolutions  of  that 
home,  he  ltill  maintained  the  molt 
defpotic  power  ever  known  in  India. 
The  lervants  in  India  were  no 
longer  appointed  by  the  dire&ors, 
but  the  directors  were  chofen  by 
them.  The  houfe  in  Leadenhall- 
itreet  was  nothing  more  than  an 
exchange  tor  their  agents,  faCtors 
and  deputies,  to  take  care  of  their 
affairs,  and  fupport  their  intereds. 

Mr.  Burke  went  on  to  anfwer 
fome  of  the  objections  that  had 
been  raifed  againd  the  bill.  With 
refpeCt  to  the  increafe  of  the  in- 
duence  ot  the  crown,  he  was  not 
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obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  this  ex^ 
pedient.  Much,  very  much  the 
contrary.  But  if  he  were  unable 
to  correCt  a  fyltem  of  oppreflion  and 
tyranny,  that  went  to  the  utter 
ruin  of  millions  of  his  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  and  fellow-fubjedts,  without 
fome  increafe  of  that  influence,  he 
was  there  ready  to  declare,  that  he, 
who  had  been  active  to  reduce  it, 
fhould  at  lead  be  as  active  and  fixe- 
nuous  to  redore  it  again.  He  was 
no  lover  of  names ;  he  contended 
for  the  fubdance  of  good  and  pro¬ 
tecting  government,  let  it  come 
from  what  quarter  it  would.  Ele 
concluded  his  fpeech  with  a  beau¬ 
tiful  and  animated  panegyric  upon 
the  mover  of  the  bill.  He  confelfed 
he  anticipated  with  joy  the  reward 
of  tnofe  whofe  whole  confequence, 
power  and  authority  exilted  only 
for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ;  '"and  he 
carried  his  mind  to  all  the  people, 
and  all  the  names  and  deferiptions, 
that,  relieved  by  this  meafure, 
would  blefs  the  labours  of  that  par¬ 
liament,  and  the  confidence  which 
the  bed  houle  of  commons  had 
given  to  him  who  bed  deferved  it. 
Tne  little  cavity  of  party  would  not 
be  heard  where  freedom  and  hap- 
pinels  would  be  felt.  There  was 
not  a  tongue,  a  nation,  a  religion 
111  which  would  not  blefs  the 

prefiding  care  and  manly  benefi¬ 
cence  01  that  houfe,  and  of  him 
Vviio  piopofed  to  them  this  great 
\\  01k.  i  heir  names  would  never 
be  feparated  before  the  throne  of 
the  divine  g'oodneis,  in  whatever 
language,  or  with  whatever  rites 
pardon  was  alked  for  fin,  and  're-, 
watd  for  thole  who  imitated  the 
godhead  in  his  univerfal  bounty  to 
his  creatures.  < 

Ehe  bill  was  oppofed,  in  the 
couife  of  thefe  debates,  among 
others,  with  much  afperity  by  fir 
J ames  Bowther,  Mr.  Buncombe, 

Mu 
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Mr.  T.  Pitt,  Mr.  Powys,  Mr.  Mar¬ 
tin,  the  marquis  of  Graham,  Mr. 
Jenkinfon,  Mr.  Arden,  Mr.  W. 
Grenville,  Mr.  Beaufoy,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce,  lord  Mulgrave,  and  Mr. 
Wilkes.  It  was  warmly  fupported 
by  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Erfkine,  Mr. 
Adam,  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr.  Rigby, 
lord  Maitland,  hr  Henry  Fletcher, 
the  chairman,  and  Mr.  Wilkinfon, 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Eaft 
India  company.  During  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  bill,  a  petition  v\as  pre- 
fented  by  the  mayor  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  London, 
praying  that  it  might  not  pais  into 
a  law.  In  the  committee  it  was 
determined  that  the  commiffioners 
fhould  not  be  difqualiiied  from  lit- 
-  ting  in  the  houfe  of  commons ;  but 
the  fame  privilege  was  not  extend¬ 
ed  to  the  alliftants.  Upon  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  hr  William  Dolben,  the  du¬ 
ration  of  the  bill  was  fixed  to  the 
term  of  four  years.  Behde  the  op- 
pohtion  it  encountered  with  regard 
to  its  principle,  much  complaint 
was  made  of  the  indecent  hafte  with 
which  it  was  carried  through  the 
houfe.  It  was  fupported,  however, 
through  all  its  Rages  by  a  confider- 
able  majority  of  members.  The 
divihon,  upon  the  fecond  reading, 
was,  ayes  217,  noes  103  majo¬ 
rity,  1 14. 

On  the  ninth  of  December,  Mr. 
Fox,  attended  by  a  great  number 
of  members,  prefented  the  bill  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords.  Upon 
this  occasion  earl  Temple  declared, 
that  he  was  happy  to  embrace  the 
firft  opportunity  of  entering  his 
proteil  again  ft  fo  infamous  a  bill, 
-againft  a  ft  retch  of  power  fo  truly 
alarming,  that  went  near  to  feize 
upon  the  molt  inefti  triable  part  of 
our  conllitution,  our  chartered 
rights.  The  duke  of  Richmond 
role  on  the  fame  fide,  and  infilled 
much  upon  the  inconfiftent  con* 


dudft  of  the  whig  part  of.  the  pre- 
fent  adminiftration,  which  he  il- 
lufirated  from  the  protefls  figned 
with  their  names,  and  entered  upon 
the  journals  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
againll  the  regulating  bill  of  1773. 
Lord  Thurlow  ,expreffed  himfelf 
with  much  deciiion.  He  obferved, 
that,  in  the  firft  inftance,  the  bill 
was  a  mo  ft  atrocious  violation  of 
private  property ;  a  proceeding 
which  touched  every  Englifhman 
to  the  bone,  and  could  only  be  juft- 
tilled  by  the  ftrongeft  neceffity. 
This  neceffity,  he  laid,  muft  be 
fully  and  fairly  proved  by  evidence 
brought  to  the  bar  of  that  houfe, 
and  not  by  reports  from  a  com¬ 
mittee,  to  which  he  fhould  pay  as 
much  attention  as  he  would  to  the 
adventures  of  Robinfon  Crufoe. 
They  were  told  that  the  finances 
of  the  company  were  much  de¬ 
ranged.  But  would  parliament  in 
its  juftice  forget,  that  the  company 
was  reftridled  from  employing  that 
credit  which  refulted  from  its  great 
and  flourifhing  lituation  ?  Would 
parliament  forget  that  the  bill- 
holders  were  willing  to  extend  the 
period  of  payment,  and  that  if  the 
reftridlions  were  taken  off  to-mor¬ 
row  morning,  every  demand  due 
to  the  ftate  would  be  difcharged  ? 
Would  parliament  forget  that  the 
politics  of  this  country  had  in¬ 
volved  the  company  in  an  extenlive 
and  ruinous  war,  and  that  while 
we  encountered  lofs,  misfortune 
and  difgrace  in  every  other  quarter 
of  the  globe,  this  delinquent  com¬ 
pany  had  lurmounted  the  mo.fl  aOo- 
nifliing  difficulties  in  India  ?  Would 
parliament  forget  that  when  peace 
was  reftored  to  this  unfortunate 
country,  the  conquefts  of  this  de¬ 
linquent  company  were  given  up, 
to  prevent  farther  facrifices  of  our 
more  favourite  polTeffions  ? 

Lord  Thurlow  remarked  upon 
C  z  the 
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the  language  of  lord  Loughbo¬ 
rough,  who,  while  he  held  up  his 
character  to  public  deteftation,  cau- 
tiouily  fuppreffed  the  name  of  Mr. 
Haftings.  Whence  this  remark¬ 
able  and  prepoflerous  delicacy  ?  Jf 
he  be  a  depopulator  of  provinces, 
if  he  be  a  plunderer,  and  an  enemy 
to  the  human  race,  let  his  crimes  be 
dragged  into  the  light  of  day,  and 
let  him  be  puniftied.  In  his  mind, 
Mr.  Haflings  was  one  of  the  moil 
venerable  charadlers  that  this  coun¬ 
try  had  produced.  He  had  ferved 
the  Eafi  India  company  for  thirty- 
three  years,  and  twelve  years  as 
prefidcnt  of  Bengal.  He  pofTeiTed 
2  moil  extenfive  knowlege  of  the 
languages,  the  manners,  the  po¬ 
litics,  and  the  revenues  of  Indoftan. 
He  was  a  man,  whofe  integrity, 
whofe  honour,  whofe  firmnefs  of 
mind  and  whofe  perfeverance  had 
'encountered  difficulties  that  would 
have  fubdued  the  fpirit  of  any 
other  man,  and  had  furmounted 
them.  No  impediment,  no  oppo¬ 
sition  could  have  been  more  for¬ 
midable  than  that  of  the  com- 
million  *i  which  feemed  to  have 
been  fent  out  for  the  exprefs  nur- 
ofe  of  thwarting  and  oppofmg  all 
is  meafures.  When  he  conlidered 
the  fcene  of  confunon  that  enfued, 
the  fadlious  and  perfonal  fpirit  by 
which  thefe  men  had  been  animated 
from  the  hour  of  their  landing,  he 
fincerely  wiflied  they  had  died  be¬ 
fore  tkiy  had  fet  foot  in  India.  But 
Mr.  Raftings  had  been  able  to  fur- 
mount  fo  arduous  a  trial.  And 
Rich  ffas  the  vigour  of  our  go¬ 


vernment  in  Bengal,  fuch  were  the 
regulations  for  the  admmiftratioii 
of  in  dice  in  the  provinces,  and 
fuch  the  oeconomical  arrangements 
formed  in  the  civil  and  military  de- 
partments,  that  he  did  not  believe 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the 
•folly  and  ignorance  of  the  moil 
favourite  clerks  Mr.  Fox’s  directors 
could  fend  out,  to  throw  Bengal 
into  confuiion  in  the  term  that  was 
affigned  for  the  duration  of  his  bill. 
The  fecond  reading  took  place 
on  the  15th  of  December,  when 
counfel  was  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  lords  on  the  part  of  the 
directors  and  proprietors  of  the 
Eaft  India  company.  At  eleven 
o’clock  in  the  evening  the  counfel 
requeued  of  the  houfe  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  to  the  next  day,  for  the  con- 
clufion  of  their  evidence  ;  and  a 
motion  being  made  for  that  pur- 
pole,  it  was  carried,  contents  87* 
not  contents  79.  On  the  17th  it 
was  moved  that  the  bill  be  rejected. 
The  principal  fpeakers  againll 
the  bill  were  earl  Gower,  lord 
Rawdon,  lord  Wallingham  and 
lord  Camden.  It  was  fupported 
conliderably  ift  detail  by  the  earl 
of  Carlille.  Lord  Sandwich  em¬ 
ployed  all  his  wit  and  humour  upon 
this  memorable  occalion.  And  the 
earl  of  Derby  difplayed  a  degree 
of  eloquence,  lincerity  and  pa¬ 
thos,  that  aftanifhed  his  audience, 
and  might  have  done  honour  to  the 
moil  acknowleged  abilities.  The 
bill  was  at  length  rejected,  contents 
95,  not  contents  76. 


.  Sir  John  Covering,  colonel  Monfon,  and  Mr.  Francis. 
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Interference  of  Lord  Temple,  Reflations  againft  fecret  Influence .  Addrcfs 
againji  a  Dijfolution  of  Parliament.  Recefs.  Further  Proceedings  in  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Nation .  Mr.  Pitt's  India  Bill .  It  is  rejelled. 


SUCH  was  the  concludiig  feene 
of  an  adminidration,  from  whole 
vigour  its  partifans  had  conceived 
the  moll  (anguine  hopes,  and  whole 
ilrength  had  been  reprefented  by 
its  enemies  as  fo  vail:  and  irrefidi- 
ble,  as  to  be  qualified  in  its  pro- 
grels  to  break  down  all  the  hold¬ 
ings  ot  monarchy,  and  all  the  bar¬ 
riers  of  the  confiitution.  Propor¬ 
tionable  to  the  prevalence  of  thefe 
ideas  mud:  be  the  afionifhment  that 
fo  fudden  and  premature  a  didblu- 
tion  is  calculated  to  create.  It 
cannot  be  luppofed  that  men  of 
fuch  unrivalled  abilities,  when  they 
entered  upon  a  meafure  of  fo  un¬ 
paralleled  magnitude,  could  have 
done  other  than  count  the  coils  of 
their  undertaking,  and  confider  be¬ 
forehand  the  probability  of  the  af- 
fent  or  oppoiition  of  the  feveral 
branches  of  the  legislature.  Here 
therefore  was  a  fudden  and  mod 
extraordinary  change  in  the  fenti- 
ments  of  one  houie  of  parliament, 
which  could  only  derive  from  an 
extraordinary  and  adequate  caufg. 
So  ludden  was  this  revolution,  that 
the  proxies  of  feveral  lords  were 
withdrawn  from  the  miniders,  in 
whole  hands  they  had  been  placed, 
only  a  few  hours  previous  to  the 
final  decifion. 

The  fecret  and  filent  event  that 
occalioned  this  grand  revolution, 
we  are  uule  to  Hate.  Though  it 
was  fuch  as  not  to  admit  of  legal 
and  judiciary  evidence,  its  evidence 
however  is  abundantly  fufficient,  if 
examined  at  the  bar  of  hiliory. 
On  the  iith  of  December,  earl 
Temple  had  a  conference  with  his 


majedy,  which  appears  to  have 
principally  turned  upon  the  bill 
then  depending  in  parliament. 
Though  it  had  been  generally  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  mod  entire  cordial¬ 
ity  and  confidence  upon  all  points 
did  not  fublid  between  the  king 
and  his  miniders,  yet  upon  this 
meafure,  which  refpebled  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  our  had  Indian  pofir 
feffions,  they  had  obtained  his  per¬ 
fect  concurrence.  It  was  probably 
the  language  that  had  been  held 
by  foine  members  during  the  de¬ 
bates  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
who,  among  other  things,  had  al¬ 
iened,  that  if  the  bill  paiTed  into 
a  law,  the  crown  would  be  no  Ion- 
ger  worth  the  wearing,  that  had 
firb  excited  doubts  in  the  royal 
bread.  In  the  mean  time  earl 
Temple  left  the  fovereign  a  com¬ 
plete  convert  to  the  fydem  and 
views  of  oppoiition. 

The  converfion  however  was 
fomewhat  of  the  lated,  and  it  feem- 
ed  difficult,  in  confidency  with  the 
honour  of  the  prince,  and  the  forms 
of  the  conditution,  to  give  it  its  full 
and  de  fir  able  efiedf.  The  medium 
that  fuggeded  itfelf  to  the  king  and 
his  advifer,  was  that  of  the  lords, 
many  of  whom  were  in  habits  dt 
perfonal  intimacy  with  the  fove¬ 
reign,  and  who  might  be  luppofed 
ready  to  gratify  his  wifhes,  could 
they  oily  be  finished  of  the  revo- 
lutimyfthat  had  taken  place  in  his. 
fenriments.  1'his  information  earl 
Temple  undertook  to  communicate. 
What  perfonal  interviews  palled 
between  him  and  thefe  noblemen 
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fuppofed  to  have  been  written  by 
lord  Temple  upon  this  occalion, 
was  produced  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the 
houle  of  commons.  It  was  here 
listed,  that  u  his  majefty  allowed 
earl  Temple  to  fay,  that  whoever 
voted  for  the  India  bill  was  not 
only  not  his  friend,  but  would  be 
coniidered  by  him  as  his  enemy. 
And  if  thefe  words  were  not  (Irony 
enough,  earl  Temple  might  ufe 
whatever  words  he  might  deem 
ftronger  or  more  to  the  purpofe.'5 

An  interference  of  lo  extraordi¬ 
nary  a  nature,  was  not  likely  to 
pafs  without  animadvedion  and 
cenfure.  In  a  political  conflitu- 
tion,  fo  complicated  and  intricate 
in  its  nature  as  the  Englifh,  if  feem- 
cd  to  be  of  the  utmoil  confequence, 
that  one  branch  of  the  legillature 
fiiould  not  interfere  with,  or  endea¬ 
vour  to  influence  the  deliberations 
of  the  other  two.  This  had  been 
regarded  in  various  parts  of  our 
hiitory  by  the  friends  of  liberty 
with  the  utrhoft  jealoufy  •  and  of 
ail  the  imprudencies  that  brought 
the  unfortunate  Charles  to  the 
block,  there  was  none  that  excited 
fo  great  a  flame,  or  bred  fo  much 
ill  humour  among  his  fubjedts,  as 
his  having  come  down  to  parlia¬ 
ment  to  deliver  his  opinion  upon  a 
bill  depending  before  them.  The 
circum dances  of  the  prefent  cafe 
were  however  certainly  different ; 
but  it  was  fuch  as  to  furnifh  at  lead 
a  fpecious  pretence  for  the  decla¬ 
mations  of  thole  to  whom  liberty 
fhouid  be  the  dalking-horfe  of  am¬ 
bition,  and  to  be  capable  of  excit¬ 
ing  the  ferious  alarms  of  rteen,  the 
moil  virtuous  in  their  difpLfitions, 
apd  the  mod  fincere  in  their  prin¬ 
ciples. 

But,  exclufively  of  the  blow  that 
feemed  in  this  cafe  to  have  been 
flruck  nt. all  that  in  which  Englifh- 
meil  mod  prided  themfelves the 


immediate  confequences  it  produc* 
ed  were  of  a  very  compreheniive 
nature.  It  had  defeated  a  fy hem 
that  would  certainly  have  changed 
the  face  of  rhe  whole  continent  of 
India,  and  which,  as  fome  imagin¬ 
ed,  would  have  totally  overturned 
the  Hri trill  conditution.  And  it 
difplaced  a  minidry,  from  whole 
principles  the  moll  extenflve  bene¬ 
fits  or  the  mod  tremendous  misfor¬ 
tunes  had  been  predidfed.  The 
friends  of  that  adminift ration  were 
not  likely  to  regard  the  event  with 
complacence,  fupinenefs  or  indif¬ 
ference.  Irritated*  by  all  the  mo¬ 
tives  that  could  awaken  the  mod 
contemptible  avarice.,  or  the  mod 
generous  ambition,  furnided  with 
a  fubjeht  of  declamation,  as  pl-au- 
fible,  as  compreheniive,  and  as  in- 
tereding,  as  rhetoric  could  demand, 
or  poetry  invent,  it  was  not  to  be 
fuppofed  that  they  would  dop  Ihort 
of  aimed  any  lengths  that  fuch  ad¬ 
vantages  could  afford  them. 

Thefe  confiderations  however,  if 
taken  alone,  would  have  furnifhed 
only  a  few  columns  for  a  newf- 
paper,  or,  at  the  mod  favourable 
e  dim  ate,  an  happy  opportunity  for 
the  difplay  of  an  eloquence  and 
ability,  that  might  recommend  its 
poffcfiors  to  a  future  fhare  in  the 
government  of  their  country.  It 
couid  have  produced  no  immedia'e 
erfedts.  It  could  not  have  furnifh¬ 
ed  that  grand  fpedfacle,  which  for 
many  weeks  feemed  to  engrofs  the 
attention  even  of  the  idle  and  incu¬ 
rious,  and  which  involved  Englifh- 
men,  already  diftiiiguifhed  for  their 
propenlity  to  political  fpeculatlons,  t 
ten  times  deeper  in  the  fea  of  po¬ 
litics  than  ever.  The  advantage 
by  which  this  eminence  was  ob¬ 
tained,  was  the  decided  majority 
which  adminidration  poflefled  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  which, 
in  a  conflderable  degree,  followed 
2  them 
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fchem  into  private  life.  They  were 
made  up  of  two  connexions,  each 
of  whom  purified  from  their  groffer 
particles  by  the  changes  of  two 
preceding  years,  was  marked  by 
the  moil  perfect  confiftencv,  fide¬ 
lity  and  firmnefs. 

Thefe  propenfities  were  improv¬ 
ed  in  them  by  confiderations  which 
opened  no  improbable  proipedl  to 
their  ambition.  A  contefi  between 
the  crown  and  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  had  been  long  untried,  and 
if  carried  on  with  the  moft  deter¬ 
mined  refolution  by  both  parties, 
it  was  by  no  means  certain  which 
would  come  off  victorious.  But 
fliort  of  this  they  had  much  to  ex- 
pebf,  from  the  fuperior  advantages 
in  point  ot  courage  and  perfever- 
ance,  which  a  body  of  men  ufu- 
ally  pofiefs  over  an  individual ;  from 
the  veneration  which  this  branch 
of  the  legiflafure  has  maintained 
in  the  hearts  of  Englifkmen  ;  and 
from  the  fenfe  of  honour  andfhame 
in  the  minifter,  againft  whom  they 
fhould  point  the  artillery  of  their 
refolutions.  For  a  number  of  years 
their  votes  had  decided  upon  the 
exiftence  of  adminiftrations.  It 
feemed  by  various  men,  not  defi¬ 
cient  in  judgment,  experience,  or 
courage,  to  have  been  given  up  as 
impracticable,  for  a  miniffer  to  act 
in  defiance  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people.  From  them  there  lay 
but  one  appeal,  to  the  body  by 
whom  they  had  been  originally 
elected.  And  the  popular  and  ref- 
pectable  names  ot  liberty  and  pri¬ 
vilege,  it  was  natural  to  fuppofe, 
would  in  this  reiort,  be  more  than 
a  balance  for  the  caufe  of  arifto- 
cracy  and  prerogative. 

The  caufe,  thus  intereffing  to 
every  fpebtator,  and  pregnant  with 
the  moft  momentous  confequences, 
was  opened  on  the  17th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  the  day  which  had  been  pre- 
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vioufly  feledted  for  the  decifion  of 
the  fate  of  the  India  bill  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  with  a  refolution 
moved  by  Mr.  William  Baker,  and 
feconded  by  lord  vifcount  Mait¬ 
land,  importing  :  “  That  it  was 

now  neceffary  to  declare  that  to  re¬ 
port  any  opinion,  or  pretended  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  king,  upon  any  bill 
or  other  proceeding  depending  in 
either  houfe  of  parliament,  with  a 
view  to  influence  the  votes  of  the 
members,  was  a  high  crime  and 
njifdemeanour,  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  the  crown,  a  breach  of 
the  fundamental  privileges  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  fubverfive  of  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  country.”  This  mo¬ 
tion  was  followed  by  two  refolutions. 
One,  by  the  fame  mover,  “  That  the 
houfe  would  on  the  22d  inftant,  re- 
folve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  to  confider  the  ftate  of 
the  nation.”  The  other  fuggefted  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Erikine,  That  it  was 
neceffary  to  the  moft  effential  in- 
terefts  of  the  kingdom,  and  pecu¬ 
liarly  incumbent  on  that  houle,  to 
purfue  with  unremitting  attention 
the  confide  ration  of  a  fuitable  re¬ 
medy  for  the  abufes  which  have 
prevailed  in  the  government  of  our 
Eaft-Indian  polfelfions ;  and  that 
that  houfe  would  confider  as  an 
enemy  to  his  country,  any  perfon 
who  fhould  advile  the  king  to  pre¬ 
vent,  or  in  any  manner  interrupt^ 
the  difcharge  of  this  important 
duty.” 

Thefe  refolutions  naturally  oc- 
cafioned  very  animated  debates. 
The  houfe  was  urged  by  Mr.  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  to  put  an  immediate  ne¬ 
gative  upon  them,  as  it  was  ex¬ 
tremely  unworthy  of  their  dignity, 
to  found  any  proceeding  upon  ru¬ 
mours  and  hearfay,  which  no  man. 
would  own,  and  which  no  man 
could  jtrace.  If  it  were  the  duty 
of  parliament  to  take  up  rumours, 
C  4  wher«*» 
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wherever  they  were  to  be  found, 
the  houfe  would  never  be  in  want 
of  fufficient  employment.  That 
monffer,  public  report,  was  daily 
fabricating  a  thoufand  abfurdities 

o  o 

and  improbabilities,  and  it  was  the 
greateft  farcafm  upon  every  thing 
ierious  and  refpectable,  to  fuffer 
her  to  intrude  upon  the  national 
buftnefs,  and  for  the  houfe  to  fol¬ 
low  her  through  all  her  fhapes  and 
extravagancies. 

But  it  was  alked,  how  minifters 
were  to  a£t  when  circumvented,  as 
they  complained  of  having  been, 
by  fecret  influence,  and  when  the 
royal  opinion  was  inimical  to  their 
meafures  ?  In  his  opinion,  their 
duty,  in  a  lltuation  thus  difhonour- 
able  and  inefficient,  was  obvious 
and  indifpenftble.  The  moment 
they  could  not  anfwer  for  their 
own  meafures,  let  them  retire. 
The  fervants  of  the  crown  were 
worfe  than  ufelefs,  whenever  they 
were  without  refponfibility. 

To  thefe  remarks  it  was  added 
by  earl  Nugent,  that  the  refolu- 
tions  went,  in  his  opinion,  to  an 
utter  annihilation  of  all  fovereignty 
5n  this  country.  What,  were  not 
the  peers,  by  their  rank  and  lltua¬ 
tion,  the  hereditary  counfellors  of 
the  crown  ?  Would  that  houfe  dare 
to  derogate  from  the  high  and  dif- 
criminating  dignity  which  the  con- 
flit  ution,  for  the  heft  and  wifeft 
purpofes,  had  annexed  to  their 
lituation  in  fociety  ?  Indeed,  fo  un¬ 
questionable  was  the  right,  that 
not  only  every  peer,  but  every 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  every  fubject  in  the  kingdom, 
bad  a  title,  under  certain  -modifi¬ 
cations,  to  addrefs  the  fovereign. 
But  the  tendency  of  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings  was  to  make  the  prince  a  kind 
of  prifoner  of  date,  and  to  fhut 
out  from  him  every  fpe.ies  of  in¬ 
formation  that  was  unacceptable  to 


the  exi fdng  adminiftratioR.  Tbeli* 
defgn  was  to  over-awe  and  fupprefs 
the  good  old  Englifh  fpirit,  that 
would  not  be  ftlent  in  the  moment 
of  danger.  But  would  parliament 
fet  itfelf  to  check  thefe  exertions, 
which  every  individual  was  called 
upon,  by  the  original  laws  of  rec¬ 
titude,  to  put  forth  in  the  crifts  of 
public  calamity,  when  innovations, 
fubverlive  of  every  birthright  we 
enjoy,  were  brought  forward  by 
the  ilrong  hand  of  authority  ?  Did 
they  mean  to  keep  the  few  virtues, 
which  yet  would  idem  the  torrent 
of  national  ruin,  at  a  diffance  from 
the  ears,  which  only  could  liften 
to  their  voice  with  fuccefs  ?  “1 
vow  to  God,”  continued  he,  4 4  were 
any  relation  of  mine  to  be  found 
capable  of  advancing  fuch  bold 
truths  to  the  royal  father  of  hi,& 
people,  and  were  he  to  be  dragged 
before  this  houfe,  and  to  receive 
condign  punifhment,  I  fhould  think 
it,  in  common  with  all  his  friends, 
a  triumph,  which  would  ill  nitrate 
his  name  to  the  late  ft  pofterity.” 

By  l’ome,  who  notwithftand- 
ing  oppoled  the  refolutions  now 
offered  to  the  houfe,  it  was  acknow- 
leged  that  the  conduct  alluded  to 
carried  with  it  an  appearance  foitse- 
what  clandeftine  and  cl i {honour able. 
1  bey  could  have  wi filed  that  a 
meature  fo  hypocritical  and  infidi- 
ous>  aud  big  with  fo  tremendous 
confequences  as  the  India  bill  lately 
before  that  houfe,  could  have  been 
defeated  by  iome  more  manly  and 
fpirited  proceeding.  They  could 
have  wiflied,  that  an  infamous  com¬ 
bination  of  men,  that  in  defiance 
of  principle,  and  in  defiance  of 
fhame,  had  ieized  upon  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  their  country,  could 
have  been  driven  from  their  pre- 
fent  elevation,  limply  by  the  exer¬ 
tions  and  indignation  of  a  free  and. 
generous  people.  But  at  any  rate 
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8.  great  good  had  been  obtained. 
And  perhaps  it  was  not  wife,  with 
too  accurate  a  difcrimination,  and 
too,  fevere  a  fcrutiny,  to  examine 
into  the  events  that  had  produced  it. 
They  rejoiced  in  the  happy  and  il- 
luftrious  confequences  that  might 
be  expedled  to  follow,  and  if  at 
any  time  they  were  obliged  to  look 
back  to  the  caufe,  they  would  find 
in  it  only  a  confirmation  of  a  phi- 
Iofophical  maxim,  and  would  con¬ 
tent  themfelves  to  deplore,  that 
great  and  important  good  was  fel- 
dom  obtained  for  fociety,  without 
fome  alloy  of  human  weaknefs  and 
abiurditVc 

The  motions  were  ftrenuouily 
fupported  by  lord  North  and  Mr. 
Erfkine.  But  the  principal  weight 
of  the  debate  on  this  fide  ’of  the 
houfe,  naturally  fell  upon  Mr.  fe- 
cretary  Fox.  The  rumour  he  laid, 
had  been  treated  with  a  levity,  which 
amounted  to  a  farcafm  and  lam¬ 
poon  on  the  dignity  of  the  houfe. 
It  had  been  put  upon  a  level  with 
anonymous  rumours  in  a  news¬ 
paper;  but  he  could  tell  gentle¬ 
men,  that  it  was  fomething  ftronger 
and  more  ferious.  Was  there  a 
man  in  that  houfe  who  had  not 
heard  it  ?  Was  there  a  man  that 
would  hand  up  and  fay  that  it. had 
not  had  its  e  fie  ft  ?  How  often  had 
the  friends  of  the  nobleman  in 
queftion  been  called  upon  to  ne¬ 
gative  the  propofition  before  the 
houfe,  by  vouching  for  his  inno¬ 
cence  of  the  charge  ?  Would  any 
ot  them  lay  his  hand  upon  his 
heart,  and  difavow  the  fa<St  in  that 
nobleman’s  name  ?  How  had  the 
queftion,  thus  unfuccefsfully  put 
to  the  friends  and  abettors  of  fe- 
cret  influence  in  this,  been  an- 
fwered,  by  the  noble  principal  in 
the  other  houfe  ?  Had  he  been 
ready,  and  eager  to  vindicate  his 
own  character,  and  refcue  that  of 
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his  fovereign,  from  fo  foul  a  re¬ 
proach  ?  No ;  but  he  replied  in. 
that  mean,  infidious,  equivocal, 
temporifing  language,  which  tend¬ 
ed  to  preferve  the  efteff,  without 
boldly  and  manfully  abiding  by 
the  confequences  of  the  guilt. 
Such  was  the  anfvver,  as  myfterious 
and  ill-defigned  as  the  delinquency 
it  was  intended  to  conceal  ;  and 
the  man  only,  who  could  ftoop  to 
the  bafenefs  of  the  one,  was  the 
mo  ft  likely  in  the  world  to  fcreen. 
himfelf  behind  the  duplicity  of  the 
other. 

So  much  had  been  faid  about 
the  captivity  of  the  throne,  while 
the  king  afted  only  in  concert  with 
his  minifters,  that  one  would  have 
imagined  that  the  Spirit  and  foul  of 
the  Brkifli  conftitution  were  yet 
unknown  in  that  houfe.  It  was 
here  wifely  eftablifhed  as  a  maxim* 
that  the  king  could  do  no  wrong* 
But  how  ?  Not  by  buffering  tyran¬ 
ny  and  oppreflion  to  pafs  with  im¬ 
punity,  but  that  the  minifter  who 
advifed  or  executed  an  unconfti- 
rational  meafure,  did  it  at  his  pe¬ 
ril.  What  was  the  diftinflion  be¬ 
tween  an  abfolute  and  a  limited 
monarchy  ?  That  the  fovereign  in 
the  one  was  a  defpot,  and  might 
do  as  he  pleafed  ;  and  that  in  the 
other,  he  was  himfelf  fubjebted  to 
the  laws,  and  confequently  not  at 
liberty  to  advife  with  any  one  on 
public  affairs,  not  refponiible  for 
that  advice* 

Had  this  alarming  and  unconfti- 
tutional  interference  happened  in 
matters  of  inferior  confequenc®, 
the  evil  would  not  l  ave  appeared 
fo  great  and  alarming.  But  let 
the  houfe  confider  the  nature  of  the 
bufine  s  it  was  intended  to  fup«<. 
prefs.  No  bill  had  ever  been  more 
loudly  demanded  by  the  exigence 
of  the  cafe,  or  inveftigated  at 
greater  length,  and  with  more  abi¬ 
lity, 
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lity,  than  that  he  had  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  introduce.  He  dared  any 
tone  to  mention  a  Angle  argument 
again ii  it,  which  had  not  been  can¬ 
didly  and  fairly  tried,  not  by  the 
weight  of  a  majority,  but  by  the 
force  of  plain  and  explicit  reafon- 
ing.  It  had  at  length  palled  under 
the  fandfion  of  a  large  and  honour¬ 
able  majority  of  the  moft  independ¬ 
ent  and  relpedtable  charadters  in 
this  country,  Thus  circumfianced 
however,  it  would  in  all  probabi¬ 
lity  be  loft  in  the  lords.  But  he 
Untreated  the  houfe  to  conlider  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  likely  to 
meet  fuch  a  fate.  Was  it  by  the 
voice  of  an  independent  majority  ? 
Could  any  man  view  the  lords  of 
the  bedchamber  in  that  refpedtable 
light ;  and  the  whole  fortune  of 
the  meafure  now  depended  on  their 
determination  ?  He  was  far  from 
faying,  that  men  in  high  office  and 
elevated  rank,  ought  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  poffefs  high  and  elevated 
fentiments,  an.  exquifite  fenfe  of 
peri'onal  honour,  and  the  moft  per¬ 
fect  probity  of  heart.  But  how  did 
this  defcription  agree  with  their 
mode  of  managing  their  proxies  ? 
Thefe  they  cordially  gave  in  before 
a  rumour  of  the  king’s  difpleafure 
reached  their  ears  ;  the  moment 
this  intimation  was  made,  in  the 
fame  day,  within  a  few  hours,  mat¬ 
ters  appeared  to  them  in  quite  a 
different  light,  and  the  opinion 
which  they  embraced  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  was  renounced  at  noon.  Upon 
this  occafion,  he  could  not  help 
recoiled ing  a  faying  of  an  able 
ftatefman,  by  whom  a  limilar  treach¬ 
ery  had  been  experienced,  which 
he  had  always  admired  for  its  bold- 
nefs  and  propriety,  “  I  will  never 
again,”  laid  he,  “  be  at  the  head 
of  a  band  of  janiffaries,  who  fur- 
round  the  perfon  of  the  prince, 
and  are  ready  to  ftrangle  the  minif- 


ter  at  the  nod  of  a  moment. ”  Such 
then  being  the  true  merits  of  the 
cafe,  the  fate  of  this  bill,  without 
example  in  the  annals  of  that  houfe, 
would  be  handed  down  to  the  re¬ 
mote!!  pofterity,  not  as  a  trophy  of 
vidtory,  but  as  an  in  fiance  of  the 
gTofficft  perfidy,  and  would,  as  it 
well  deferred,  be  branded  with  in¬ 
famy  and  execration. 

Mr,  Pitt  had  told  admini  ft  ration 
with  his  ufual  confidence  and  tri¬ 
umph,  that  their  duty,  circum- 
ftanced  as  they  were,  could  be  at¬ 
tended  with  no  difficulty  :  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  fovereign  withdrew  his 
confidence,  it  became  them  to  re¬ 
tire.  u  When  the  hour  comes,  ” 
faid  the  fecretary,  and  it  may  not 
be  very  diftant,  that  fhall  difmifs 
me  from  the  fervice  of  the  public, 
the  honourable  gentleman’s  exam- 
p!e  of  lingering  in  office,  after  the 
voice  of  the  nation  had  called  him 
to  quit  it,  fhall  not  be  mine.  I  did 
not  come  in  by  the  fiat  of  majefty, 
though  by  that  fiat  I  am  not  un¬ 
willing  to  go  out.  I  v\  ill  apprife 
gentlemen  however,  that  the  imita¬ 
tion  of  minifters  is  extremely  deli¬ 
cate.  They  ftand  pledged  to  the 
public,  and  a  very  honourable  ma¬ 
jority  of  this  houfe,  not  to  refill- 
quifh  the  affairs  of  the  ftate,  while 
they  are  m  fo  much  anarchy  and 
diftradtion.  .And  what  miniftry 
could  wilh  for  a  ftronger  or  more 
defirable  foundation,  than  fuch  a 
majority  as  have  confiantly  voted 
with  us  ?  The  people  of  England 
have  made  me  what  I  am.  It  was 
at  their  in  fiance  I  have  been  called 
to  a  fiation  in  their  feivice,  and 
perhaps  it  would  not  be  treating 
them  well,  haftily  to  abandon  the 
poft  to  which  they  have  railed  me, 
1  ever  flood,  and  wifli  only  to  Hand 
on  public  ground  :  I  have  too 
much  pride  ever  to  owe  anything 
to  fecret  influence  :  I  will  not  even 
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"he  the  mini  lie r  of  a  great  and  free 
people  on  anv  condition  derogatory 
to  my  honour  as  a  gentleman. 

44  It  is  i'mpoffible,”  continued  he, 
44  not  to  befurprifed  at  the  extreme 
eagernefs  of  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man  about  our  places,  when  twenty- 
four  hours  at  mod,  would  give  him 
full  fatis  faCtion.  Is  the  honourable 
gentleman’s  youth  the  only  account 
that  can  be  given  oi  the  Orange  pre¬ 
cipitancy  and  anxiety  wrhich  he  be¬ 
trays  upon  this  occaiion  ?  If  how¬ 
ever  a  change  mull  take  place,  and 
a  new  miniilry  is  to  be  formed  and 
fupported,  not  by  the  confidence 
of  this  houfe  or  the  public,  but 
the  foie  authority  of  the  crown,  I 
for  one  fhall  not  envy  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  his  fit  nation.  From 
that  moment  I  put  in  my  claim  to 
a  monopoly  of  whig-  principles. 
The  glorious  caufe  of  freedom,  of 
independence,  and  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  is  no  longer  his,  but  mine. 
In  this  I  have  lived,  in  this  1  will 
die.  It  has  borne  me  up  under 
every  afperfion  to  which  my  cha¬ 
racter  has  been  fubjeCled.  The 
refentments  of  the  mean  and  the 
averfion  of  the  great,  the  rancour 
of  the  vindictive  and  the  fubtlety 
of  the  bale,  the  dereliction  of 
friends  and  the  efforts  of  enemies, 
have  not  all  diverted  me  from  the 
line  of  conduct  wrhich  1  had  origi¬ 
nally  chofen. 

44  The  quefiion  before  the  houfe 
involves  the  rights  of  parliament 
in  all  their  confequences  and  ex¬ 
tent.  The  difeafe  is  come  to  a 
crifis,  and  this  is  the  juncture 
which  de (tines  the  patient  to  live 
or  die.  The  deliberations  of  this 
Slight  muff  decide,  whether  we  are 
to  be  freemen  or  Haves ;  whether  the 
houfe  of  commons  fhall  be  the 
palladium  of  liberty  or  the  organ 
of  defpotiim  ;  whether  we  are 
henceforth  to  poflefs  a  voice  of  our 


own,  dV  to  be  the  mechanical  echo 
of  fecret  influence.  We  are  robbed 
of  our  rights,  with  a  menace  of 
immediate  del! ruction  before  our 
face.  From  this  moment  farewei  to 
every  independent  meafure.  When¬ 
ever  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
the  rights  of  private  property,  or 
the  fiill  more  facred  privileges  of 
perfonal  faferv,  are  vindicated  by 
this  houfe,  the  hopes  of  the  public, 
anxious,  eager,  and  panting  for  the 
bTue,  are  to  be  vvhifpered  away,  and 
difperfed  to  every  wind  of  heaven, 
by  the  breath  of  fecret  influence.  A 
parliament,  thus  fettered  and  con¬ 
trolled,  inftead  of  limiting,  extends 
beyond  all  limit  and  precedent  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  has 
no  longer  any  ufe,  but  to  regifter 
the  decrees  of  deipotifm,  and  the 
arbitrary  mandates  of  a  minifier.” 
At  length  the  houfe  divided  upon 
the  queftion,  ayes  153,  noes  80  $ 
majority  73. 

Jt cannot  be  doubted,  that  the 
fituation,  in  wrhich  the  country  was 
now  involved,  was  full  of  fpecu- 
lation  and  uncertainty,  and  big 
with  the  moll  alarming  confe- 
quences.  On  the  one  hand,  for 
the  crown  boldly  to  enter  the  litis 
with  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  a 
conduCt  that  had  had  no  example 
in  the  annals  of  the  prefent  royal 
family  of  Great  Britain.  Indeed 
their  omnipotence  leemed  at  length, 
on  all  hands  to  have  been  fully  ad¬ 
mitted  :  and  the  kings  of  England, 
fatisfied  with  the  ample  revenues  of 
their  civil  lift  ;  with  the  complaifance 
and  attention  they  might  naturally 
expect  from  their  minifters,  be  they 
who  they  would  ;  and  with  that  ex- 
tenfive  and  overpowering  influence, 
which  enabled  them,  in  all  common 
cafes,  to  call  into  power  what  party 
they  pleafed,  appeared  quietly  to 
have  acquiefced  in  this  limitation 
of  their  authority.  To  refume  a 

claim, 


44 


BRITISH  AN  D- 


claim,  that  fee: rat'd  already  to  have 


been  yielded,  to  enter  into  open 
war  with  the  houfe  of  commons,  to 
bid  defiance  to  their  refolution*,  to 
refttfe  conformity  to  their  rep r den¬ 
tations,  and,  moved  by  their  want 
of  complaifance  and  lervility,  to 
put  an  end  to  their  evidence,  was 
certainly  a  condudl  by  no  means 
eligible,  and  that  demanded  much 
firmnefs  and  refolution. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  fituation 
of  the  prince  was  critical,  and  he 
bad  gone  %oo  far  to  be  able  eafiiy 
to  recede.  He  had  fliown  much 
difpleafure  againft  his  prelent  mi- 
nifiers,  and  that  rather  in  a  ilyle  of 
indignation  and  hoftility  than  of 
conciliation.  To  receive  them  again 
Into  confidence,  if  we  confider  it 
under  its  mod  favourable  afpeCt, 
was  to  facrifice  the  feelings  of  per¬ 
fonal  dignity  and  perfonal  pique  to 
the  benefit  of  the  community.  It 
was  to  do  fomething  more,  it  was  to 
yield  tip  a  point,  which  few  princes 
bad  ever  chearfully  yielded,  be¬ 
tween  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
and  the  liberties  of  the  people.  It 
were  certainly  better  never  to  have 
jftirred  the  queftion,  than  to  lit  down 
under  the  difgrace  of  a  recantation. 
Befides  thefe  difficulties,  which  the 
cafe  mull  always  have  involved, 
there  was  one  peculiar  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  crifis.  The  ramblers  were 
committed  upon  their  Indian  fyf- 
tem,  and  could  not,  without  a 
total  facrifice  of  perfonal  inde¬ 
pendence  and  the  reputation  of 
principle,  change  the  balls  of 
that  fyllem.  In  the.  mean  time, 
the  fovereign  had  declared  himfelf 
in  the  moll  peremptory  language, 
totally  adverfe  to  the  meafure  ; 
and  it  would  have  been  difficult, 
not  to  fay  impoffible,  to  have  dif- 
eovered  a  medium,  that  would  pre- 
ferve  unwounded  the  honour  of 
both,, 


In  this  fituation,  the  king'  did 
not  attempt,  what  previoully  to  the 
trial,  he  judged  to  be  impracticable. 
He  determined  upon  an  entire 
change  of  adm'millration.  Fur- 
fuant  to  this  refolution,  at  twelve 
o’clock  on  the  night  of  the  18th 
inftant,  a  melTage  was  delivered  to 
the  lecretafies  of  date,  intimating, 
that  his  majelty  had  no  farther  oc- 
caiion  for  thdir  fervices  ;  and  direct¬ 
ing  that  the  feals  of  office  fhould  be 
delivered  to  him  by  the  under  le- 
cretaries,  as  a  perfonal  interview 
would  be  difagreeable.  Early  the 
next  morning  letters  of  difmiffion, 
iigned  Temple,  were  lent  to  the 
other  members  of  the  cabinet.  Im¬ 
mediately  the  places  of  firft  lord  of 
the  treaiury  and  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  were  conferred  on  Mr. 
William  Pitt,  lord  'Temple  received 
the  feals  as  fecretary  of  date,  and 
earl  Gower  was  appointed  lord  pre- 
fident  of  the  council.  In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  proceedings,  a  ge¬ 
neral  refigjiation  of  offices,  with¬ 
out  almoll  a  fmgle  exception,  took 
place  to  a  degree  beyond  what  had 
ever  been  remembered  in  a  fimilar 
event. 

It  the  houfe  of  commons  had 
endeavoured,  previoully  to  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  thefe  decilive  meafures  by 
the  prince,  to  guard  againll  the 
event  of  a  difi’olution,  their  appre- 
henlions  were  now  much  increafed. 
An  effort  was  made  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das  on  the  1.9th  indant,  to  induce 
the  houfe  to  adjourn  to  the  next 
day,  which  was  Saturday,  for  the 
purpole  of  reading  the  land-tax 
bill  a  third  time,  which  was  the 
mod  important:  bufinefs  then  de¬ 
pending  in  parliament.  This  cir- 
cumdance  however,  was  deemed 
to  afford  fome  kind  of  protection 
againll  their  precipitate  annihila¬ 
tion,  and  the  adjournment  was  ear¬ 
ned  lor  Monday.  On  that  day  the 
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bill  was  fuffercd  to  pafs  the  hoirfe 
of  commons.  The  fame  day  earl 
Temple  refigned  the  feals  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate,  on  the  plea,  that  in 
jiis  private  capacity,  and  unpro-. 
tecled  by  the  influence  of  office, 
he  might  be  ready  to  anfwer  for 
his  condudft  the  moment  any  charge 
fhould  be  produced  again  ft  him. 
His  rehgnation  was  expofed  to  iome 
decree  of  ridicule,  as  the  accuia- 
tion,  exadfly  as  it  then  flood,  had 
been  notorious,  and  even  proceed¬ 
ings  held  upon  it  in  the  houfe  of 
eommons,  previoufly  to  his  appoint¬ 
ment.  On  Tuefday  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  a  cabinet  was  nearly  com¬ 
pleted,  lord  Thurlow  being  ap¬ 
pointed  chancellor,  the  duke  of 
Rutland  keeper  or  the  privy-feai, 
and  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen 
and  lord  Sidney  fecretaries  of  hate. 

On  Monday  the  2  2d  infant,  the 
houfe  being  in  a  committee  on  the 
ftate  of  the  nation,  Mr.  Erikine 
moved,  that  an  addrefs  be  prefent- 
cd  to  the  lovereign,  44  hating,  that 
alarming  reports  had  gone  forth  of 
an  intended  diffoiution  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  humbly  reprefenting  to 
the  king  the  inconveniencies  and 
dangers  that  appeared  to  that  houfe 
likely  to  follow  from  a  prorogation 
or  diffoiution,  in  the  prelent  con¬ 
juncture  of  affairs  ;  fugge fling  that 
the  maintenance  of  public  credit, 
the  fupport  of  the  revenue,  the 
diforders  prevailing  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Eah  Indies,  and  the 
hate  of  the  company’s  finances, 
required  the  immediate  aflihance 
of  parliament  j  and  reprefenting 
the  ill  confequences  of  referring 
shefe  Jaft  in  particular  to  a  new 
parliament,  unprepared  by  the  long 
and  intricate  enquiries,  which  for 
two  years  pafl  had  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  prefent  houfe  of 
commons.”  It  concluded  with  in- 
treating  the  foyereign  44  gracioufty 
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to  hearken  to  the  advice  of  that 
houfe,  and  not  to  the  fecret  advice 
of  particular  perfons,  who  might 
have  private  interefts  of  their  own, 
feparate  from  the  true  interefts  of 
the  king  and  his  people.” 

This  addrefs  occafioned  fame  de¬ 
bates,  but  was  finally  carried  withq 
out  a  divifion.  In  the  courfe  of 
thefe  debates,  Mr.  Henry  Bankes 
informed  the  houfe  that  he  was  au- 
thorifed  by  the  firft  lord  of  the 
treafury,  to  affure  them  that  he 
had  no  intention  to  adviie  a  diiTo- 
lution  or  prorogation  of  parliament* 
and  that  if  any  idea  of  that  nature 
fhould  be  adopted  by  government, 
he  would  mod  certainly  relign  his 
prefent  fit  nation.  Mr.  Bankes  went 
on  to  intreat  the  houfe,  it  they 
were  not  fat  is  lied  with  thefe  aftur- 
ances,  to  furnifh  him  with  itronger 
language  in  which  to  exprefs  his 
meaning  ;  and  he  prefumed  to  hope 
that  now,  that  the  fuppofed  necei- 
fity  of  addrefling  the  king  was  re¬ 
moved,  the  oppofition  would  of 
courfe  let  the  addrefs  drop,  and  not 
prefs  it  upon  the  committee,  la 
thefe  affurances  and  thefe  le  11  ti¬ 
me  nts  he  was  followed  by  Mr.  Dun- 
das.  Mr.  Fox  however  reprefented 
what  had  been  thrown  out  as  not 
fufficient  to  induce  the  houfe  to  al¬ 
ter  their  conduct.  He  had  much 
reliance  upon  the  honour  and  in¬ 
tegrity  of  Mr.  Pitt,  but  it  mull  be 
remembered,  that  the  cabinet  at 
this  moment  con  lifted  only  of  two 
perfons ;  and  that,  when  it  was  com¬ 
pleted,  it  was  very  pofliblc  that  the 
firft  lord  of  the  treafury  might  be 
left  in  a  minority  upon  this  quel- 
tion  ;  nay,  the  quellion  might  be 
carried  again  ft  the  cabinet  itleftf,  by 
the  fecret  advifers  of  the  crowa. 
In  that  cafe  it  would  be  a  poor 
cOmpenfation  to  that  houfe  and 
the  nation  for  Mr.  Pitt  to  relign 
his  offices. 

*  Oh 


BRITISH  AND 


46 

On  the  24th  of  December,  the 
add  refs  was  prefented  to  the  king', 
who  returned  the  following  an- 
fwer. 

a  Gentlemen, 

41  It  has  been  my  conftant  ob¬ 
ject  to  employ  the  authority  in¬ 
truded  to  me  by  the  conftitution 
to  its  true  and  only  end,  the  good 
of  my  people  ;  and  I  am  always 
happy  in  concurringwith  the  willies 
and  opinions  of  my  faithful  com¬ 
mons,  1  agree  with  you  in  think¬ 
ing,  that  the  fupport  of  the'  pub¬ 
lic  credit  and  revenue  mud  demand 
your  mod  earned  and  vigilant  care. 
The  date  of  the  Ead  Indies  is  alio 
an  object  of  as  much  delicacy  and 
importance  as  can  exercife  the  wif- 
dom  and  juft  ice  of  parliament.  I 
trud  you  will  proceed  in  theft  con- 
fiderations  with  all  convenient 
fpeed,  after  fuch  an  adjournment 
as  the  preftnt  circumdances  may 
feem  to  require  ;  and  i  allure  you, 
that  I  11  mil  not  interrupt  your 
meeting,  by  any  exercife  of  my 
prerogative,  either  of  prorogation 
or  diffolution.” 

The  fame  day  two  refolutions 
were  moved  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by  lord  vifcount  Beauchamp 
and  the  earl  ol  Surrey  ;  the  one, 
to  prevent  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
fury  from  permitting  the  acceptance 
of  any  more  bills  from  India,  till  the 
company  fliould  prove  to  that  houfe 
that  they  had  lufficient  means  for 
their  payment,  after  having  dif- 
charged  their  current  demands, 
and  the  debt  due  to  the  public  : 
the  other,  to  addrefs  the  kin q-  not 
to  grant  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  duchy  of  Lancader,  except 
during  pft.ifure,  before  the  ;oth  of 
January.  The  oftenfible  motive 
tor  this  lad  refolution  was  the  re¬ 
formation  that  had  been  intended 
in  the  court  of  that  duchy.  Its 


real,  defign  probably  was  to  pr@« 
elude  the  new  adminidration,  whofe 
continuance  in  office  teemed  10  be 
extremely  precarious,  in  return  for 
the  few  days  in  which  they  might 
direct  the  government  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  from  gratifying  their  friends 
with  linecures  for  life.  The  refo¬ 
lutions  were  carried  without  a  di- 
viiiom  At  length  the  houfe  ad¬ 
journed  itfelf  from  the  26th  of  De¬ 
cember  to  the  1 2th  day  of  January 
1784.  Two  days  previous  to  the. 
adjournment,  the  king  came  down 
to  the  houfe  of  lords  in  order  to 
pafs  the  malt-tax  bill,  the  land-tax 
bill,  and  fuch  other  bills  as  were 
ready  for  the  royal  affient. 

The  recefs  of  parliament  could 
not  be  unacceptable  to  either  of 
the  great  parties  into  which  the 
nation  was  divided.  The  majority 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  whether 
they  regarded  the  quehion  in  which 
they  had  jud  committed  themfelves, 
as  referring  to  a  grand  conflitu- 
tional  obj eel,  or  as  a  medium  of 
private  ambition,  could  not  in  all 
events  but  derive  coniiderable  ad¬ 
vantage  irom  this  circumftance. 
They  no  longer  either  could,  ■  or 
would  appear  to  be,  animated  by 
private  animofities,  by  petulance, 
by  rage,  or  any  of  the  little  exa¬ 
cerbations  that  might  be  expected 
to  be  produced  by  the  collifion  of 
factions.  Whatever  might  be-  their 
motive,  it  could  not  on  that  ac¬ 
count  be  of  the  lei's  importance 
for  them  to  preferve  the  character 
ol  gravity,  fobriety  and  wifdom. 
It  was  their  b'udnefs  to  join  mode¬ 
ration  with  firmnefs,  and  not  to  be 
lets  cool  than  they  were  unalter¬ 
able  in  the  allertion  of  their  privi¬ 
leges.  And  if  they  had  been  fuffi- 
ciently  1  anguine  when  they  fird 
broke  ground  in  this  important 
conteft,  their  hopes  were  certainly 
not  a  little  todered  when  they  look- 
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cd  to  the  character  of  the  prefent 
cabinet.  If  in  the  king*,  and  any 
of  the  counfellors  they  might  hy¬ 
pothetically  fisppofe  called  in  to 
his  affiftance,  they  had  built  upon 
the  probability  of  indability  and 
irrelolution,  this  probability  feem- 
ed  to  be  increased  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  fir  ft  miniller,  young  and 
inexperienced,  of  whofe  modefty 
many  had  talked,  and  whofe  fickle- 
nefs  they  conceived  to  bear  fome 
proportion  to  his  temerity.  It  had 
long  been  neceffary,  for  an  admi- 
niftration,  that  expected  to  guide 
the  helm  oi  this  country,  to  em¬ 
brace  a  confiderable  extent  of  par¬ 
ty,  connexion  and  influence.  But 
the  prefent  cabinet  was  made  up  of 
the  fhreds  and  remnants  of  parties, 
whofe  principals  were  fuppofed  to 
be  fliy  of  making  one  in  a  holiday 
paltime  and  an  ephemeron  admi- 
niftration. 

On  the  other  hand  the  leifure  of 
the  prefent  feafon  enabled  the 
minifters  to  complete  their  ar¬ 
rangements;  to  form  their  iyftem 
of  politics,  and  to  endeavour  to 
gain  partifans  to  the  cauie  in 
which  they  wrerc  engaged.  At 
the  fame  time  that  they  were  thus 
aclive  in  proceedings  in  fome  mea- 
fure  common  to  all  gdminiftrations, 
but  which  are  not  intended  to  ftand 
foremoft  upon  the  page  of  hiftory, 
they  were  not  carelefs  to  embrace 
thole  opportunities  which  were  cal¬ 
culated  to  iiicreafe  their  honour  and 
extend  their  reputation.  The  patent 
fine  cure  of  clerk  of  the  pells  in 
the  court  of  exchequer,  falling  va¬ 
cant  by  the  death  of  fir  Edward 
Walpole*  it  was  bellowed  upon  co¬ 
lonel  Barre  in  lieu  of. a  penfion  of 
nearly  the  fame  value,  payable  to 
that  gentlemen  whenever  he  fliould 
be  polfefTed  of  no  office  under  gor 
vernment.  This  conduct  acquired 
to  the  minifter  the  warmed  eulu- 


giums  :  eulogiums,  that  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  thought  fomewhat  extrava¬ 
gant,.  when  it  is  conf  dered,  that  for 
him  to  have  taken  the  place  for 
himfelf  or  any  of  his  intimate  con¬ 
nexions,  all  the  circumftances  of 
his  fituation  confidered,  would  have 
been  not  lefs  indecent,  than  utterly 
fubverfive  of  all  credit  for  difinte- 
reftednefs,  and  of  all  confidence. 
Meanwhile  young  and  unexperi¬ 
enced  as  the  new  mini  Hers  uvere  af- 
fiedled  to  be  reprefented,  it  does  not 
therefore  appear  that  they  were  more 
awkward  or  mal-adroit  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  their  defigns  than  any  of  their 
predeeelTors  in  office.  If  they  did 
not  open  the  parliament  upon  its 
re-aftembling,  with  a  majority  on 
their  fide,  this  is  not  to  be  imputed 
to  their  impolicy  or  their  indolence. 
A  circumdance  fo  untoward  how¬ 
ever  required  on  their  part  fome 
plan  of  conduct  and  fome  resolu¬ 
tion.  The  ground  was  either  to 
be  fairly  and  explicitly  ceded,  or  a 
bold  and  inflexible  countenance  af- 
fumed.  To  trifle  with  their  fitua¬ 
tion  s,  was  to  fport  with  the  bun  nefs 
and  the  exigencies  of  the  country* 
without  any  adequate  objed  by 
which  to  juftify  the  procedure ;  was 
to  facrifice,  in  the  moft  ignomini¬ 
ous  manner,  the  fovereign  whole 
champions  they  had  declared  them- 
felves  ;  and  was  to  fix  a  blot  upon, 
their  names,  which  would  be  as 
durable  as  the  conftitution  of  Bri¬ 
tain,  or  the  records  of  hiftory. 

So  early  as  three  o’clock,  on  the 
day  appointed  for  the  re-afiembfing 
of  parliament,  Mr.  Fox  rofe,  ia 
order  to  gain  poffeffion  of  the  houfe, 
and  moved  the  order  of  the  day, 
that  the  minifiers  might  not  be  at 
liberty  to  bring  forward  any  other 
bulinefs  previous  to  their  going  in¬ 
to  the  committee  on  the  date  oi'the 
nation.  Fie  was  of  courle  inter¬ 
rupted  by  the  feryants  of  the 
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crown,  who  had  gone  to  their  re* 
election,  and  who  now  took  their 
feats  in  parliament.  Admini Ora¬ 
tion  endeavoured  to  meet  the  ma¬ 
noeuvre  by  a  ftratagem  on  their  part, 
and  claimed  the  fir  ft  hearing,  as 
they  had  a  mefTage  to  deliver  from 
the  king'.  This  melfage  related  to 
a  fmall  party  of  Heffian  troops, 
which,  on  account  of  the  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  feafon,  had  been  ob¬ 
liged  to  take  up  temporary  quarters 
in  this  kingdom.  The  argument 
however  was  over-ruled,  and  the 
lioufe  proceeded  at  the  ufual  pe¬ 
riod  in  the  channel  that  had  origi¬ 
nally  been  marked  out  for  them. 

Oppofltion  had  prepared  no  lefs 
than  live  refolutions,  which  were 
this  day  fubmitted  to  the  fenfe  of 
the  houfe.  The  ftrft,  prohibited, 
under  the  fame  appellations  that 
had  been  employed  in  the  motion 
again  ft  fecret  influence,  the  iifuing 
any  of  the  public  money  after  a 
prorogation  or  dilfolution  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  unlefs  the  adtfhall  have  pre- 
vioufly  pafted,  appropriating  the 
fupplies  to  the  ipecific  fervices. 
The  fecond,  ordered  accounts  to 
be  laid  before  the  houfe  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  already  iffued  for  thefe  pur¬ 
poses.  The  third,  prohibited  the 
iifuing  of  any  money  till  this  ac¬ 
count  ihould  be  prefented,  and  for 
three  days  afterwards.  7' hefe  re¬ 
folutions  were  brought  forward  bv 
Mr.  Fox.  In  addition  to  them  it 
was  moved  by  the  earl  of  Surrey, 
firft,  That,  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  his  majefty’s  dominions, 
it  was  peculiarly  neceifary  that 
there  fhould  be  an  adminiftration, 
which  had  the  confidence  of  that 
houfe  and  the  public.”  Secondly, 
“  That  the  late  changes  in  his 
majefty’s  councils  had  been  im¬ 
mediately  preceded  by  dangerous 
and  univerlal  reports,  that  the 
facrad  name  of  tfie  king  had  been 


unconflitutionally  ufed  to  arfedl 
the  deliberations  of  parliament  t 
and  that  the  appointments  made 
were  accompanied  by  circumftances 
new  and  extraordinary,  and  fuch 
as  did  not  conciliate  or  engage 
the  confidence  of  that  houfe.”  In 
fine,  Mr.  Fox  moved,  4S  That  it 
be.  ordered,  that  the  fecond  reading 
of  the  mutiny  bill  be  deferred  to 
the  23d  da)/  of  February.” 

In  the  debates  upon  this  day,  it 
was  obferved  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  that  he  was  by  no 
means  anxious  to  prevent  the  houfe 
from  going  into  the  committee.  It 
was  not  his  defire  to  prevent  gen¬ 
tlemen  from  faying  any  thing  that 
they  might  imagine  would  fupport 
the  clamour  that  had  been  fo  in- 
fidioufly  raifed  in  the  country,  the 
petulance  they  had  fhown  before 
the  recefs,  the  unjuftifiable  violence 
and  the  unprecedented  fteps  they 
had  employed  for  the  purpofe  of 
exciting  jealoufies  for  which  there 
.was  no  real  foundation.  He  was 
happy  to  fee  the  houfe  met  again, 
that  now  the  mimfters  of  the  crown 
might  be  able  to  face  the  inftnua- 
tions  that  were  thrown  out,  and  to 
meet  the  enquiries  that  might  be 
agitated  ;  and  he  alfured  them,  that 
he  would  not  fhrink  from  any  at¬ 
tack,  queiHon,  or  charge,  that 
might  be  made  againft  him. 

He  intreated  them  however  to 
confider  that  this  was  the  firft  day 
that  the  new  minifters  had  met 
them  in  parliament.  They  had  I 
been  conftituted  and  called  into  of¬ 
fice  chiefly  on  the  ground  . of  the1 
India  bill.  They  had  not  oppofed 
the  laft  bill  by  cavilling  :  they  hadi 
not  objected  to  it  from  envy  to  the 
parents  of  it.  They  had  oppofed  it 
becaufe  it  created  a  new  and  enor¬ 
mous  influence  by  veiling  in  cer¬ 
tain  nominees  of  the  minifter  the 
patronage  of  the  Eaft.  This  Vau 
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tlie  point  upon  which  they  were  at 
iifiie.  Their  hr  It  duty  was  to  lay 
before  parliament  a  fyltem  tor  the 
government  ot  India,  i  his  he  was 
prepared  immediately  to  pertonn, 
if  the  ho ufe  would  agree  with  him 
in  pohponingrthe  order  of  the  day. 
And  he  hoped,  whenever  the  lub- 
jedt  was  brought  forward,  that  gen¬ 
tlemen  would  lay  aiide  pique,  party 
and  prejudice,  and  meet  him  fairly 
and  limply  upon  the  merits  of  his  bill . 

But  he  fhould  be  a  iked,  why  he 
had  accepted  of  office,  and  how  he 
could  prefume  to  expefl  attention 
to.  his  fyflem,  when  a  majority  of 
that  houfe  feemed  to  have  declared 
war  again il  him.  To  this  he  would 
reply,  that  he  had  proceeded  upon 
one  plain,  tingle,  intelligible  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  his  conduct  would  be 
underffood  and  applauded  by  the 
nation,  and  the  fvorld.  He  had 
come  in  to  lave  the  country  from 
the  India  bill,  which  threatened 
dedrudtion  to  its  liberties.  3n  this 
critical  iituation,  when  it  was  en¬ 
deavoured  to  force  that  defpotic 
fyflem  upon  the  king  and  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  fovereign  had  done  him 
the  honour  to  call  for  his  fer vices. 
It  was  impolfible  therefore,  that  by 
receding  he  could  lay  the  prince 
and  the  nation  at  the  mercy  of  the 
authors  of  that  bill,  ft  had  been 
fuggeiled,  that  it  was  difhonourable 
to  hold  an  office  in  government  in 
defiance  of  a  majority  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  To  this  he  would 
fay,  that  his  honour  was  in  his  own 
keeping,  and  he  would  not  allow 
that  any  other  man  could  prescribe 
to  him  the  line  in  which  it  was  to 
be  preferved. 

But  they  were  called  upon  to 
vote,  that  adminidration  had  not 
the  confidence  of  that  houfe.  Upon 
what  adticn  of  the  mini  tiers  was 
this  vote  to  be  founded  ?  What 
had  they  done  to  forfeit  the  conii- 
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dence  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
They  had  not  taken  a  Angle  Hep  ; 
they  had  not  entered  upon  any 
meafure.  What  then' would  be  the 
tendency  of  this  vote,  but  to  pro- 
fcnbe  one  fet  of  minifiers,  and  to 
thruil  another  fet  into  the  clolet  of 
the  fovereign  ?  It  would  be  more 
manly  to  infert  the  names  of  the 
minifters  whole  appointment  they 
demanded,  in  the  refolution,  and 
to  fave  to  the  prince  the  miferable 
and  ridiculous  farce  of  appointing 
men  in  the  choice  of  whom  he  had 
nofhare.  But  it  was  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  king,  the  mo  it  facred  and 
honourable  privilege  annexed  to 
the  crown,  and  which  he  would 
upon  all  occafions  vindicate  and 
affert,  to  eledt  its  own"  minifiers . 
Parliament  indeed  had  a  right  to 
demand  their  difmiffion,  if  upon 
trial  they  were  found  incompetent 
and  improper ;  but  to  do  this  in. 
the  firif  inilance,  was  to  engrofs 
to  themfelves  the  executive  branch 
of  the  conflitution,  and  to  reduce 
the  diadem  of  thele  kingdoms  to  a 
fpl^ndid  and  unmeaning  pageant. 

The  arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt  were 
anfwered  confiderably  in  detail  by 
Mr.  Pox  and  Mr.  Thomas  Erlkine. 
It  was  afferted  by  the  latter,  that 
the  whole  opposition  on  the  fcore 
of  India  was  a  pretext,  and  that  it 
had  been  equally  violent  on  the 
ground  of  the  late  coalition,  be¬ 
fore  the  fyflem  for  the  government 
of  India  had  been  introduted  into 
parliament.  Pie  laid,  that  he  did 
not  conceive  it  to  be  very  decent  in 
the  minider  to  tell  that  houfe,  that 
lie  lu?d  come  into  office  to  fave  the 
country  from  the  mifchiefs  of  the 
India  bill.  The  India  bill  was 
not  the  bill  of  an  individual,  but 
the  bill  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
carried  through  it  by  a  mod  refpec- 
table  and  honourable  majority  of 
almod  two  to  ope.  He  was  ado- 
D  jnifhed 
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nifhcd  that  when  the  affairs  of  In¬ 
dia  were  the  fir  ft  objects  of  govern¬ 
ment,  Mr.  Pitt  could  venture  to 
take  upon,  him  the  conduct  of  go¬ 
vern  !  ent  in  a  houfe  of  commons, 
adverfe  to  all  his  principles  upon 
the  fubjedt,  and  the  majority  of 
which  he  had  loaded  with  the  moil: 
opprobrious  epithets.  He  was  ah 
tonifhed,  that  he  could  expedt  to 
continue  one  dhv  the  minifter  of 
this  country,  in  that  Cituation. 

Mr.  hrlkiiie  drew  a  contrail  be¬ 
tween  Mr,  Pitt  and  the  late  earl  of 
Chatham.  He  faid,  that  the  earl 
of  Chatham  had  uniformly  thrown 
himfelf  for  his  political  exigence 
upon  the  fupport  of  the  houfe  of 
commons.  He  had  come  into  of¬ 
fice  in  defiance  of  the  efforts  of  ca¬ 
bal  and  intrigue.  It  was  by  the 
fecret  advifers  of  the  crown  that 
his  meafures  had  been  defeated, 
that  his  reputation  had  in  feme 
meafurc  been  darkened,  and  that 
he  had  accepted  of  a  peerage  for 
which  his  bed  friends  never  hear¬ 
tily  forgave  him.  It  had  been  the 
fubjedt  of  his  moll  fenous  lamenta- 
tic  that  he  had  found  44  a  power 
behind  the  throne  greater  than  the 
throne  itfelf.’*  In  imitation  of  the 
glorious  example 'that  was  fet  him, 
the  fon,  in  his  firtl  appearances  in 
that  houfe,  had  lupported  the  ge¬ 
nuine  caufe  of  liberty.  Every  eye 
had  been  turned  upon  him  with 
heart-felt  pleafure,  and  he  had  been 
the  objedt  of  joy  and  idolatry  to 
the  nation. 

— —■  - Look  you  now  what  follows. 

Dark,  lecrct  iziflucnce,  like  a  mildewed 
ear, 

Blading  this  public  virtue.  Has  he  eyes  ! 
Could  he  this  bright  affembly  leave  to 
pleafe, 

To  batten  on  that  bench  ! 

The  parallel  Parted  by  Mr.  Er- 
fii'ne,  was  purfued  by  Mr.  Fox, 
who'  predicted,  that  Mk  Pitt  would 


one  day  experience  the  fate  of  hk 
father,  and  would  have  reafon  to 
rue  his  having  ever  abetted  that  fe¬ 
cret  influence,  which,  it  he  fhduld 
at  any  time  become  refpeclabie, 
formidable  and  independent,  would 
moll  allu redly  undermine  his  po ;v  eiy, 
and  effedt  his  ruin.  Mr.  Fox  had 
much  veneration  for  the  F  matter 
of  the  young  man  who  now  held 
the  reins  of  government  ;  he  ad¬ 
mired  his  virtues,  and  refpedted  his 
abilities.  But  what  was  the  lan¬ 
guage  his  appointment  exhibited 
to  every  member  of  that  houfe  ? 
Was  it  not  laying  to  him  :  44  Spend 
not  your  time  in  politics  ;  ceafie  to 
ftudy  the  conflitution  of  your  coun¬ 
try  ;  aim  not  at  diilmdtion  and 
eminence  in  the  fenate  ;  fludy  ra¬ 
ther  the  arts  of  ductility  and  fecret 
intrigue ;  thefe  are  much  better 
calculated  to  give  you  di function 
in  the  llate  ;  thefe  will  render  you 
the  objedt  of  royal  regard.”  Mr. 
Pitt  himfelf,  if  he  would  conciliate 
the  favour  of  a  monarch  who  adted 
upon  thefe  principles,  mutt  facri- 
fice  every  ingenuous  quality  in  his 
nature.  He  mull  fubliitute  cun¬ 
ning  in  (lead  of  wifdom,  complai? 
fance  infiead  of  honefty,  and  mean-, 
nels  inftead  of  fortitude  and  mag? 
nanimity. 

But  it  was  improper  for  the  houfe. 
to  enter  into  a  vote  of  cenfufe 
againft  mini  tiers,  lince  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  miniffers  was  the  preroga¬ 
tive  of  the  crown.  Jt  certainly 
was,  and  let  no  man  expedl  from 
the  majority  of  that  houfe  a  diffe¬ 
rent,  language.  At  the  lame  time 
the  privilege  of  the  houfe  to  de¬ 
mand  from  the  crown  the  removal 
of  miniffers,  was  not  lefs  dear  and 
unequivocal.  This  indeed  was  ad¬ 
mitted.  But  it  was  laid  that  the 
commons  had  not  a  right  in  the 
firft  inilance  to  rejedl  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  minifiers,  and  that  they 
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were  bound  to  give  fuch  men  as 
the  fovereign  fhould  think  fit  to 
chui'e  a  probation,  candid  and  im¬ 
partial,  Would  any  man  however 
lay,  that  the  crown  might  not  trail 
the  great  offices  of  ttaie  to  hands 
ib  perfectly  unequal,  that  it  might 
be  proper  for  the  houfe  or  commons 
to  meet  the  mifchief  before  it  had 
run  its  lull  career,  and  to  advhe 
the  fovereign  to  difmifs  adminiitra- 
tion  before  mv  grofs  act  or  mif- 
conduct  had  been  committed  'f  Hut 
leaving'  this  fuppounon  out  <  f  the 
queihon,  might  there  not  be  cir- 
cum fiances  in  the  appointment  it- 
felt,  big  with  as  much  mifchief,  act¬ 
ing  as  inimically  to  the  firft  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  conftitution,  as  any 
that  could  pofiibly  be  incident  to 
their  lubfequent  conduct  ?  And 
was  it  in  any  degree  improper, 
could  it  be  imputable  to  the  houfe 
of  commons,  that  they  overflepped 
their  peculiar  province,  or  in¬ 
trenched  upon  any  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  legillature,  if  in 
fuch-a  cafe  they  fet themfelves  die- 
nuoully  to  oppofe  the  impending 
danger,  and  nobly  defended  the 
public  weal  from  being  undermined 
to  its  b  fis  ? 

Mr,  Fox  did  not  wifb  to  give  any 
delay  to  the  India  bulinefs.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  houfe  to  go  into 
the  difcuffioil  of  it  without  lofs  of 
time,  and  as  foon  as  it  was  poffible 
to  go  to  it  with  the  probability  of 
fuccefs.  To  do  that,  they  mint  go 
to  it  unembarrafled  and  with  free¬ 
dom  ;  and  this  he  averred  they 
could  not  do  while  the  clanger  of 
diflolution  hung  over  their  heads. 
rj  hat  they  were  under  this  danger 
was  clear  and  unqueftionable.  It 
was  meanly  and  equivocally 
couched  in  the  anfjver  to  the  ad- 
drefs  of  that  houfe.  it  was  in  the 
rumours  of  the  day,  It  was  the 
'  fpirit  of  every  part  of  the  conduct 
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of  minifters.  This  was  the  Ian* 
guage  of  their'proccedings  :  “  If  you 
dare  to  aflert  an  opinion  of  your 
own,  nay,  if  you  do  not  without 
reaion  or  argument  change  your 
ientiments,  you  fliall  be  diflblved. 
But  if  you  do  change  your  opinion, 
if  you  fiipport  the  minifters  of  the 
day,  you  ihali  live  ;  long  Ike  and 
proiperity  to  the  prelent  parlia¬ 
ment!”  it  had  been  d  mbted,  and 
that  by  a  lawyer  no  lefs  great  and 
venerable  than  lord  Somers,  whe- 
ther  it  were  ixi  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown  to  dilfolvc  the  parliament 
during  the  progrefs  of  a  feffion.  Mr. 
box  was  not  lawyer  enough  to  go 
to  that  length  with  lord  Somers ; 
but  if  it  were  a  prerogative,  it  was 
at  icaft  like  the  undoubted  privilege 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  to  refufe 
fupplies  to  the  crown,  a  privilege 
that  could  never  be 'put  in  pradfics 
without  extreme  confuiion,  and 
which  was  not  to  be  called  forth 
but  in  the  laid  refort, 

Mr.  Dundas,  who  had  juft  ac¬ 
cepted  the  office  of  treafurer  of  the 
navy,  fpoke  in  reply  to  the  ani- 
madveriions  of  oppofition.  Mr. 
Dundas  laid  it  was  extremely  eafy 
for  Mr.  Fox,  with  a  majority  at  his 
back,  to  draw  down  the  indignation 
of  the  houfe  on  the  head  of  any  in¬ 
dividual  member  under  the  pretence 
of  his  infulting  the  houfe.  But 
they  had  little  reafon  to  fear  the 
confequences,  while  they  could 
plead  the  example  of  that  gentle¬ 
man  himfelf.  Had  the  houfe  for* 
gotten  what  for  twelve  years  toge¬ 
ther  had  been  the  language  of  Mr. 
Fox?  Had  they  forg&tjpn  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  and  the  great  variety  of 
topics  that  had  been  difeuffied  in  the 
courfe  of  it,  during  which  on  no 
occafton  had  he  fpared  thole.,  whortx 
he  found  it  convenient  to  attack 
in  the  moil  bitter,  opprobrious  and 
unqualified,  language,  merely  be- 
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caiife  they  were  fupported  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  that  houle? 

Mr.  Dundas  intreated  the  com¬ 
mons  to  go  with  him  in  reflecting 
for  a  moment,  how  the  fove reign 
mu  ft  feel,  and  what  fort  of  lan¬ 
guage  he  mult  hold  to  himfelf, 
when  he  heard  of  thefe  refolutions. 
iL  You  fend  me  back  the  minifters 
B-have  juft  chofen  :  have  I  not  then 
a  right  to  chufe  my  minifters  ?  Cer¬ 
tainly  yes,  you  fay.  But  What 
crime  have  they  committed  ?  what 
is  it  they  have  fo  foon  perpetrated  ? 
Not  one  aft  of  their  adminiftration 
is  yet  palTed.  Are  they  therefore 
men  fo  weak  and  infufticient  that 
you  will  not  bear  with  them  even 
for  a  moment  ?  Is  the  minifter  who 
devotes  himfelf  to  the  ho ufe  of 
commons  particularly  fo  unpopular 
and  incapable  ?  I  had  Angled  him 
out  as  a  man  of  talents  the  moft  af- 
tonifhingj  of  integrity  the  moft  in¬ 
corrupt,  of  reputation  the  moft  ex¬ 
alted.  1  had  fondly  imagined  him 
the  favourite  of  my  people.  I  had 
been  taught  to  fancy  that  in  cele¬ 
brating  his  name  the  whole  nation 
joined  in  one  anthem  of  praife.” 

Mr.  Dundas  treated  the  charge 
of  fecret  influence  as  ridiculous, 
and  capable  only  of  deceiving  the 
meaneft  of  the  vulgar.  No  men 
had  ever  flood  clearer  of  fecret  in¬ 
fluence  than  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion.  What  was  the  utmoft  that 
common  report  itfelf,  the  patron 
and  fabricator  of  lies,  had  ever 

•  laid  ?  That  lord  Temple  had  indif- 

•  erectly,  wantonly,  and  it  might 
-  perhaps  be  laid  unconftitutionally, 

pub! ilhed  the  private  opinion  of  the 
fove  reign  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  In¬ 
dia  bill,  and  that  in  confequence 
Ot  this  fep,  and  through  the  ter¬ 
giversation  of  the  lords  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber,  the  bill  had  been  thrown 
out  in  the  other  'houfe.  But  was 
lord  Temple  a  minifter?  Did  lords 


of  the  bed-chamber  compofe  thtf 
cabinet  of  the  prince  ?  Who  there¬ 
fore  were  the  men  that  the  refolu- 
tion  meaned  to  Hander  ?  Mr.  Dun¬ 
das  called  upon  lord  Surrey  to 
amend  his  motion,  and  to  charge 
in  it  by  name  every  minifter  of  the 
king  on  whole  character  he  meant 
the  ftigma  to  light.  He  defied  any 
man  even  to  infinuate,  that  one 
member  of  admini ftration  had  ever 
had  the  leaft  fhare  in  that  fecret  in¬ 
fluence,  in  a  retrofpeft  of  which 
they  were  to  be  turned,  out  of  office. - 
They  were  not  even  accufed  ;  they 
had  a  right  to  be  accufed,  and  they 
would  deny  every  tittle  of  the  im¬ 
putation. 

The  contrary  aflertion  however 
was  ftikmuouily  maintained  by  the 
other  fide  of  the  houfe..  They  en¬ 
tered  into  a  hiflorv  of  the  prefent 
adminiftration,  and  allied,  What  it 
was  that  nnift  be  regarded  as  the 
moft  probable  inducement  of  any 
peer  to  tarnifh  his  honour,  and  be¬ 
come  the  meflage-carrier  of  the 
crown,  but  the  profpeft  of  undue 
and  perfonal  advantage  ?  No  other 
caufe  but  that  of  fecret  influence 
was  capable  of  being  produced  as  the 
ground  of  the  overthrow  of  an  ad- 
miniilration  of  high  integrity,  of 
great  ability,  and  fully  enjoying  the 
confidence  of  the  people  and  their 
reprefentatives.  The  nobleman  who 
had  been  the  vehicle  of  that  influ¬ 
ence  was  intimately  connected  with 
the  politics  of  the  individuals  com¬ 
pelling  the  prefent  adminiftration. 
He  had  himfelf  been  their  fore¬ 
runner  in  office,  and  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  had  juft  as  much 
analogy  to  fecret  influence,  as  the 
creature  had  to  its  creator. 

Mr.  Fox  regarded  the  filiation 
of  the  nflnifter  as  a  confpicuous 
proof  of  the  ground  upon  which  he 
flood.  What  was  the  reafon  that, 
induced  lord  North  to  refign  his 
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fkuation  at  the  head  of  the  tree- 
iii ry ,  but  that  he  refu fed,,  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  wiffies  of  the  lecret 
advifers  of  the  crown,  to  continue 
in  office  after  the  houie  of  commons 
had  withdrawn  from  him  their  fup- 
port  ?  This  was  the  can fe. that  had 
of  late  rendered  that  nobleman  io 
obnoxious  in  the  clofet.  Rut  what 
he  nobly  and  I i h  e  a  lover  of  the 
Britifh  eonititution  had  refufcd  to 
do,  the  prefent  adminiff  ration  had 
been  called  in  to  perform.  They 
were  to  exhibit  to  the  public  the 
novel  example  of  the  fervants  of 
the  crown  continuing'  in  office  with¬ 
out  the  confidence  of  that  houie. 
They  came  in  therefore  under  the 
aufpices  of  fecret  influence,  and 
the  avowed  champions  of  preroga¬ 
tive.  Mr.  Fox  had  himlelf  been 
much  in  the  habit  of  differing  from 
a  majority,  but  it  was  upon  points 
in  which  he  had  no  concern  as  the 
fervant  of  the  public.  This  was  a 
proceeding  of  which  there  were 
daily  examples,  and  which  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  confidered  as  a  ground  c  f 
accufation  againft  any  man.  If  he 
had  at  any  time  found  the  fenfe  of 
the  houfe  againft  him  as  a  miniffer, 
he  fhould  immediately  have  re- 
li'gned,  and  have  laid  to  parliament. 
You  muff  find  fome  other  in  lini¬ 
ment  to  do  your  bufinefs,  I  will 
never  be  the  agent  in  a  caufe  I  do 
not  approve. 

The  third  motion  propofed  by 
Mr.  Fox  was  withdrawn,  for  a 
time  at  leaft,  on  account  of  fome 
public  inconveniences  that  were  re- 
prefented  as  fp ringing  from  it.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  day  there  were 
two  divifions,  one,  upon  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
other  upon  the  concluding  refolu  • 
tion  propofed  by  lord  Surrey.  In 
the  former  the  numbers  were  ayes 
2 3 2,  noes  153,  majority  39  :  in 
the  fccond,  ayes  j 965  119.es  142, 
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majority  54.  The  houfe  did  not 
break  up  till  near  leven  in  the 
morning. 

On  the  16th  of  January  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  by  lord  Charles 
Spencer,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Wm. 
Baker,  grounded  on  the  refolutions 
lately  offered  to  the  houfe  by  the 
earl  of  Surrey,  and  afferting, 44  That 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  mi* 
ni iters  in  trulls  of  the  higheit  im¬ 
portance  and  refponfibility,  was 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
eonliitution,  and  injurious  to  the 
intereffs  of  the  king  and  his'  peo¬ 
pled’  Upon  this  quellion  the  houie 
divided,  ayes  205,  noes  184,  ma¬ 
jority  2!. 

During  the  difeuffion  of  theft: 
fubjeits,  the  oppofite  parties  were 
adfuated  by  a  much  higher  degree 
of  earned nefs  and  animofity  than 
ufually  takes  place  in  parliamentary- 
debates.  In  confequence  of  this 
temper  various  little  anecdotes  were 
dragged  into  public  view,  which 
at  any  other  time  the  general  fpirit 
of  prudence  and  good  humour 
would  have  fupprefied.  Mr.  Philip 
Yorke,  nephew  and  heir  to  the 
earl  of  Hardwicke,  brought  for¬ 
ward,  with  much  folemnity  and 
emphafis,  a  charge  againft  the  ex- 
minifters,  of  having  during  their 
continuance  in  office  lent  down  to 
Scotland  the  fum  of  5 col,  to  defray 
the  travelling  expences  of  Inch 
members  of  parliament  In  that  counv 
try  as  were  in.  the  intereif  of  go¬ 
vernment  ;  and  of  having  more  re¬ 
cently  offered  to  a  gentleman  in 
that  houfe  a  place  of  $ccl.  a  year 
on  the  event  of  their  reftoration  to 
office,  under  the  exprefs  ffipulation 
that  he  fhould  in  the  mean  time 
lend  them  his  voice  and  lupport  in 
parliament.  The  accufations  how¬ 
ever  were  completely  wiped  away 
by  the  Portland  adminiffration  in 
the  opinion  of  all  fides  of  the  houfe  ; 
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and  the  manly  and  intrepid  manner 
in  which  they  met  the  charge, 
gained  fome  addition.  1  credit  to 
their  character.  On  their  fide,  ge- 
neral  Rofs  related  in  a  circumilan- 
tial  manner  an  interview  that  had 
p ailed  between  him  and  the  ear!  of 
Galloway,  lately  appointed  a  lord 
of  the  bed-chamber  in  which  he 
reprefented  the  earl  as  having  af- 
fured  him,  that  whoever  voted  in 
fupport  of  the  late  minifters  would 
be  confidered  by  the  king  as  his 
perfonal  enemy.  At  the  lame  time 
fom$  llrietures  were  made,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  by  fir  Richard  Hill,  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  prince  of  Wales, 
who  about  this  time  frequently  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  gallery  of  thodioufe  of 
commons,  and  who  had  voted  with 
the  Portland  adminiftratibn  in  the 
lords  upon  one  of  the  quell  ions  re¬ 
lative  to  Mr,  Fox’s  India  bill. 

On  the  14th  of  January  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  brought 
.forward  his  projected  motion,  for 
leave  to  brine  in  a  bid  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  government  of  India,,  pie  role 
in  performance  of  his  engagement 
to  the  public  and  the  houfe,  and  to 
difeharge  a  duty  that  was  indifpen- 
fable  to  him  in  the  fit  nation  which 
he  held.  Fie  was  not  deterred  by 
the  circum llances  of  the  times,  or 
the  peculiar  fituation  in  which  he 
flood  with  that  alterably  ;  becaufe 
he  knew  the  fubjedl  of  India  to  be 
the  moll  immediate  concern  of  the 
country,  and  that  whifch  before  all 
things  claimed  the  confideration  of 
parliament,  pie  was  aware  that 
any  proposition  that  came  from  him 
was  not  likely  to  be  treated  with 
lenity,  'and  indeed  from  what  he 
had  beard,  he  mull  be  permitted  to 
apprehend,  that  from  iome  performs 
it  would  obtain  neither  impartiality 
nor  j  alike.  He  anticipated  the 
.triumph  which  he  lhould  afford  to 
a  certain  description  men,  u  hen 


he  informed  the  houfe  that  the  plan 
he  had  to  propole  had  been  ex¬ 
hibited  to  the  public  in  the  refolu- 
tions  of  the  proprietors  of  ndia 
Hock,  and  that  his  idea  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  concurrence  of  the  com¬ 
pany.  Pie  was  not  much  affeHed 
with  the  clamour,  that  his  was  to 
be  a  half  mealure  and  a  palliative, 
if  in  this  defeription  was  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  every  thin  that  did  not 
proceed  to  the  confifcation  of  pro¬ 
perty,  and  the  disfranchifetnent  of 
a  numerous  and  refpedtable  body  of 
men.  he  con  felled  himfelf  to  be 
fo  miferably  weak  and  irrefolute, 
as  not  to  venture  to  introduce  a 
bill  inro  that  houfe  on  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  violence  and  intrenchment. 
He  wifhed  to  be  tried  by  a  compa- 
rifbn  with  the  bill  of  Mr.  Fox,  and 
he  trailed  to  the  candour  and  fair- 
nefs  of  the  houfe,  that  it  they  found 
the  prov  ifions  oi'  his  bill  as  effec¬ 
tual  with  lels  violence,  affording  as 
vigorous  a  controul  with  lefs  pof- 
libility  of  influence,  fecuring  the 
dominion  of  the  Eall  without  con- 
fifeatmg  the  property  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  beneficially  changing 
the  nature  of  their  government 
without  infringing  on  the  chartered 
rights  ol  men,  that  they  would  give 
him  a  manly  and  liberal  fupp  it 
without  enquiring  what  party  of 
men  or  what  fide  of  the  home  was 
to  be  benefited  by  his  fucceis.  Fie 
tr tilled  they  would  not  love  his  plan 
the.  lefs  for  being  dellitute  of  the 
rapidity,  the  grafping  principle, 
the  enoimotis  influence,  the  inon- 
dinate  ambition  and  the  unconili- 
tutional  tendencies  of  the  bill  that 
had  been  rejected.  He  trailed  they 
would  find  he  had  not  objected  to 
that  bill  from  motives  of  perfona* 
li^y  and  caprice,  and  was  now 
to  feduce  them  into  the  approba* 
tion  of  a  mealure,  more  fpeciomiy 
coloured^  but  in  truth  ilolen  from 
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that  to  which  he  had  denied  his 
alien  t, 

i  he  general  objects  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for  in  the  formation  of  a  fyf* 
tem  for  India  were  the  civil  and 
military  government,  the  revenues, 
and  the  commerce.  \  he  quo  {lion 
rcfpeffing  the  perfons  in  whom  the 
property  of  their  territories  vefted, 
had  never  been  anally  fettled.  There 
were  claims  to  be  aieertained,  and 
interefls  to  be  divided.  The  claims 
of  prelcription  and  general  juftice 
were  to  be  attended  to  ;  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  natives  was  to  be 
iludied  ;  and  lad  of  all,  they  were 
to  co'niider  what  were  likely  to  be 
the  effects  of  the  government  of  In¬ 
dia  on  the  government  of  Britain  j 
how  it  might  affect  our  conftitution 
in  point  of  influence,  and  how  it 
might  be  rendered  at  once  vigorous 
and  unalarming.  In  his  attempt 
to  fee ure  thefe  points,  he  would 
lay  down  certain  principles  that  to 
him  appeared  indifpenfahle,  The 
civil  and  military  government  of 
India,  or  in  other  words,  the  itn« 
perial  dominion  of  our  territories 
in  the  Eaft,  ought  to  be  placed  un¬ 
der  other  control  than  that  of  the 
company  of  merchants  in  Leaden-* 
hall-ftreet,  the  control  of  the  ge¬ 
nuine  and  legitimate  executive 
branch  of  the  conftitution.  The 
commerce  of  the  company  fhould 
be  left  as  much  as  poffible  to  their 
own  fuperintendence :  commerce 
ought  always  to  be  left  to  the  mer¬ 
chant  unfhackled,  unembarrafied 
with  interferences,  which  might  im¬ 
pede  its  current,  and  di’minifh  its 
fecurity.  Finally,  capricious  ef¬ 
fects  from  the  government  of  India 
on  the  conllitution  ot  Britain  were 
to  be  affiduoully  avoided.  Mr.  Pitt 
undertlood  well,  that  it  was  more 
eafy  to  exhibit  principles  than  to 
adopt  provisions.  He  only  exhibited 
them  to  ferve  as  land-marks  to  the 
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honfe  in  the  examination  of  his 
fyftem,  fince  he  fhould  fucceed  or 
fail,  juft  lb  far  as  he  reached,  or 
came  fhort  of  thefe  ideas. 

A  control  in  the  executive  branch 
of  our  legislature  over  the  concerns 
of  the  company,  was  not  new  ;  it 
had  been  eftablifhed  by  the  bill  of 
1/73.  But  the  former  interference 
of  miniilers  had  not  been  beneficial., 
becaufe  it  had  not  been  adfive  and 
vigilant.  His  propofal  therefore 
was,  that  a  board  fhould  be  infii- 
tuted  for  this  individual  purpofe, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  king,  and 
to  con  lift  of  the  fecretarv  of  llate 
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for  the  home  department,  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  a  cer* 
ta:n  number  of  the  privy  council. 
The  dilpatches  of  the  company  were 
to  be  fubmitred  to  this  board,  were 
to  be  fubjecSt  to  their  control,  and 
were  not  to  be  lent  to  India  till, 
counterfigned  by  them.  In  order 
to  prevent  queftions,  re  fpe  cling 
what  thofe  things  migftu  be,  that 
belonged  to  the  commercial  and  to 
the  political  concerns  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  it  was  propofed,  that  the  dif- 
patches  upon  the  former  fubject 
fhould  be  fubmitted  to  the  board, 
and  that,  in  cale  of  any  difference, 
the  appeal  fhould  be  to  the  king  in 
council.  The  company  had  chear- 
fully  yielded  to  the  crown  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  councils  abroad. 
This  concelTion  Mr.  Pitt  had  not  ac¬ 
cepted.  He  thought  however  that 
the  appointment  of  the  commander 
in  chief  fhould  be  clearly  in  the 
crown.  He  propofed  that  he  fhould 
have  a  voice  in  the  council  next  af¬ 
ter  the  prefident ;  that  the  king 
fhould  be  empowered  to  bellow  the 
reverfion  of  his  office  ;  that  the  king 
might  recal  the  governomgeneral, 
the  prefidents,  and  any  members 
of  their  councils.  He  yielded  the 
appointment  of  all  officers,  with  the 
fingle  exceptions  he  had  dated,  to 
D  4  the 
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the  court  of  directors,  fubjeCft  to 
the  approbation  of  the  king,  and 
that  in  cafe  or  a  a  negative,  the 
directors  (lion Id  proceed  to  a  fecond 
choice,  and  fo  to  tics  quo  ties.  He 
took  from  the  court  of  proprietors 
their  privilege  of  refcmding  or  al¬ 
tering  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
of  directors.  With  refpe'Ct  to  the 
government  abroad,  it  was  Mr. 
Pitt’s  idea,  that  their  authority 
fhould  comprife  in  it  a  conliderable 
difcretion,  accompanied  with  the 
reftraint  of  refponiibility.  He  pro- 
pofed,  that  there  fhould  be  a  reviiion 
of  the  eftablifimients  in  India  with 
a  view  to  retrenchments,  that  ap¬ 
pointments  fhould  take  place  by 
gradation,  and  that  there  fhould  be 
erected  a  new  and  funlmary  tribu¬ 
nal  for  the  trial  of  offences  com¬ 
mitted  in  that  country.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  admired  the 
fpirit  of  Mr.  Fox’s  bill  with  relpeCt 
to  the  zemidars  ;  but  he  thought 
general  indifcriminate  re  hi  tut  ion  as 
bad  as  indifcriminate  confifcation. 
.He  propofed  therefore  that  an  en¬ 
quiry  fhouM  be  inftitnted  for  the 
purpofc  of  refioring  fuch  as  had 
been  irregularly  and  unjuft ly  de¬ 
prived,  and  that  they  fhould  be  fe- 
cured  againff  violence  in  future. 
Thete  lalf  provisions  were  not  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  bill  he  had  prepared 
fo*  the  confideration  of  the  houfe, 
but  they  formed  a  part  of  his  gene¬ 
ral  ideas  for  the  reformation  of 
India. 

The  bill  was  brought  up  by  Mr. 
1  itt,  and  read  a  hr  ft  time  on  the 
1 6th  of  January.  The  fecond  read¬ 
ing  was  appointed  for  that  day 
feven-night.  In  the  invetligation 
that  was  made  into  the  merits  of  the 
lyflem,  Mr.  Fox  obfervcd  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  conflder  it  dif- 
palfionately,  and  with  the  deference 
and  candour  it  deferved.  He  hoped 
no  perfou  would  fufpedt  hint  <*>f 
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prejudice  on  a  point,  which  ftuma- 
terially  affeCIed  the  proiperity  and 
character  of  the  nation,  and  the 
welfare  and  happinefs  of  a  vaft 
number  of  the  human  race. 

The  evils  exifting  in  the  ad  mi¬ 
ni  ft  rat  ion  of  India  were  great  and 
enormous.  They  derived  from  the? 
want  of  energy  in  the  government 
at  home,  and  the  undue  and  corru  pt 
influence  by  which  the  fervants  of 
the  company  had  been  enabled  to 
dictate  to  the  proprietors  and  the 
directors.  Mr.  Pitt  had  challenged 
a  companion  with  the  bill  that  had 
palfed  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
it  was  their  bufinefs  to  compare 
them  in  their  various  tendencies  to 
co;  rcCl  thefe  evils,  and  to  obtain  the 
advantages  of  a  good,  an  humane 
and  permanent  government.  The 
bill  under  confideration,  by  con¬ 
tinuing  the  powers  of  the  churt  of 
directors,  and  by  rendering  them 
dependent  for  their  exifcence  upon 
the  proprietors,  had  no  tendency  to 
eradicate  any  mifehief,  or  to  obtain 
any  valuable  improvement.  Mat¬ 
ters  were  allowed  to  move  on  in 
their  former  track.  Thole  who 
luperintended  mult  look  to  their 
conftituents,  and  thefe  might  ftiil 
be  decided  not  by  motives  of  public 
utility,  not  by  the  fentiments  of 
cool  deliberation,  but  by  corrupt 
influence  andperfonal  intereft.  No 
where  was  the  connection  between 
reprefenrative  and  conftituent  bo¬ 
dies  better  exemplified  than  in  that 
houfe.  There  every  man  wifiied  to 
accommodate  himfelf  to  the  incli¬ 
nations  of  the  eledtors,  and  was 
anxious  to  conciliate  their  approba¬ 
tion,  friendship  .and  good  offices, 
that  he  might  not  be  difmiiTed. 
Equal  to  and  greater  than  this 
muft  be  the  influence  of  the  ler- 
vants  abroad  over  their  mafters  at 
home,  fince  they  had  not  only  the 
power  of  election  in.  the  firft  in- 
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ftknCe,  but  the  means  of -corruption 
in  the  fecond. 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  was 
that  it  infured  no  effective  mode  of 
obedience.  According'  to  every  re- 
fpebtabie  idea  of  jtiriiprudence,  the 
executive  authority  in  every  well 
regulated  government,  ought  to  be 
placed  in  as  few  hands  as  poffible. 
'i'his  was  the  conffant  theme  of 
thofe  who  declaimed  on  the  advan¬ 
tages  oi  monarchical  government ; 
and  their. reafonings  ought  certainly 
to  be  admitted,  lb  far  as  they  were 
agreeable  to  the  maxims  ot  free¬ 
dom.  The  governors  however  in 
the  prefent  fyftem  were  not  only 
numerous,  but  they  conliffed  of 
two  diftinbt  bodies,  conftituted  on 
different  principles,  abtuated  by 
various  motives,  and  influenced,  as 
it  might  fometimes  happen,  by  op- 
pofite  intereffs.  The  one  is  to  have 
the  power  of  nomination,  the  other 
the  privilege  of  recal.  In  the  fame 
manner,  the  civil  governor  was  to 
be  appointed  by  one  party,  and  the 
commander  in  chief  by  another. 
But  was  it  not  the  nr  ft  objebt  of 
every  well-regulated  fociety  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve  an  entire  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  the  civil  and  the  military 
'  government,  and  a  complete  lub- 
ordination  of  the  former  to  tlie  lat¬ 
ter  ?  The  author  of  the  bill  had 
forefeen,  that  between  powers  fo 
independent  of  each  other,  an  ap¬ 
peal  would  be  fometimes  unavoid¬ 
able  ;  and  where  was  it  lodged  ?  in 
one  of  themfelves,  in  a  party  con¬ 
cerned,  -who  could  not  in  the  eye 
either  of  equity  or  law,  interefled 
as  he  was  in  the  iffue  .of  the  plea, 
abt  with  fairnefs  and  candour.  Le- 
giilatures  had  never  appeared  fo  ri¬ 
diculous  as  in  forming  laws,  which 
made  no  allowance  for  the  imper¬ 
fections  of  human  nature,  in  lo 
divided  a  government  as  this,  where 
could  there  exiff  either  energy  or 
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execution?  Founded  iiT principles 
fo  heterogeneous,  how  could  it  be 
other  than  the  conffant  victim  of 
internal  diftrabtion  ? 

By  this  bill,  the  governor-general 
was  to  have  the  fame  powers  of  in¬ 
terior  regulation  as  he  had  before. 
Did  not  the  very  alpebt  of  this 
fyffem  hold  out  rhe  molt  flattering 
encouragement  to  all  the  various 
modes  of  intrigue,  peculation  and 
outrage,  which  had  been  brought 
into  ufe  in  that  miferable  quarter 
of  the  globe  ?  Could  fucceffion  and 
gradation  be  eaiily  eitabiilhed  under 
an  officer  polfe  fling  the  very  fame 
privileges,  as  thole,  with  which  it 
has  been  fo  long  the  habit  to  abt 
without  regard  to  order  or  merit  ? 
Was  it  likely  that  thefe.  abufes 
would  be  avoided  at  a  diffance  which 
rendered  dncipline  impracticable  ? 
But  this  bill  provided  the  remedy 
of  recal.  And  of  what  value  was 
this  remedy  ?  Did  not  all  the  of¬ 
ficers  of  ffatc,  whether  political  or 
military,  depend  upon  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  ?  Would  they  not  re¬ 
gard  him  therefore  as  qqe  in  whole 
official  exiiience  they  were  pecu¬ 
liarly  interefled?  Would  they  not, 
if  he  fliould  chufe  to  be  refrabtory, 
ffrengthen  his  principles  of  difobe- 
aience  ?  The  governor-general  muffe 
be  more  than  man  to  with  hand  fo 
potent  a  temptation.  Surrounded 
and  fortified  by  a  variety  of  indi¬ 
viduals  in  every  department  of  life, 
who  owed  their  exiftence  to  him, 
it  was  not  the  orders  of  a  body  of 
men  however  refpebiable,  that  were 
in  a  great  meafure  unconnected  with 
the  country  in  which  he  refided, 
that  could  affebt  him. 

A  confiderable  fource  of  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  bill  which  had  been 
adopted  by  that  houfe,  had  been 
the  influence  it  was  fuppofed  to 
create.  The  bill  of  Mr.  fitt  cre¬ 
ated  an  equal  proportion  of  in¬ 
fluence? 
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fltience,  but  lodged  in  different 
hands,  and  exerted  in  a  different 
manner.  The  prefent  bill  lodged 
it  in  the  crown  ;  by  the  former  it 
had  been  placed  in  parliamentary 
commiffioners.  Whatever  influ¬ 
ence  had  been  embraced  by  that 
hill,  had  been  avowedly  for  the 
purpofe  of  creating  a  llrong  and 
efficient  control  in  this  country  over 
our  poffeilion-s  in  India.  It  was 
full  of  opennefs,  refponlibility  and 
fairnefs ;  every  thing  was  to  be 
canvaffed  with  freedom  in  that 
fioufe.  But  the  prefent  plan  car- 
lied  upon  the  face  of  it,  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  its  authors,  and  the  cir- 
cumftances  to  which  they  owed 
their  exigence.  It  was  full  of  dark 
delign,  and  fee  ret  influence.  Would 
any  man  fay,  that  the  appointment 
of  the  fervants  of  the  company 
upon  this  fyftem,  would  not  in  fad: 
originate  in  the  crown,  and  that 
the  moll  extend ve  patronage  would 
not  be  derived  to  it  ?  But  this  was 
done  in  a  covert  and  concealed 
manner,  under  the  aufpices  of  in 
violable  prerogative,  and  unaccom¬ 
panied  with  the  charader  of  ref- 
ponfibility. 

To  ffiaifh  the  charader  of  this 
fyftem,  and  its  comparifon  with 
that  by  which  it  had  been  preced¬ 
ed,  Mr.  Fox  would  obferve,  that 
the  one  had  gone  fubftantially,  ef¬ 
fectually  and  permanently  to  a  re¬ 
gulation  of  an  entire  fyftem  of  Aft- 
atic  management,  the  other1  parti¬ 
ally,  imperfectly  and  Superficially. 
Every  degree  of  condition  and  dil- 
traCtion  that  could  be  fuppofed, 
was  not  merely  not  provided  a- 
gainft,  but  was  aduallv  foftered  and 
brought  into  exiftence  by  the  bill 
now  propofed.  Mr.  Pitt  had  Tome 
time  force  fuggefted  to  the  houfe, 
that  he  had  formed  a  plan  for  the 
reform  of  India,  in  order  to  induce 
them  to  rejed  the  bill  of  the  late 


mini-iters.  He  had  employed  the 
entire  Chriftmaa  recefs  in  correct¬ 
ing  and  completing  his  fyftem  :  and 
now  in  the  mature  and  polilhed 
ftate  in  which  he  had  fubmitted  it 
to  the  eoniideration  of  parliament, 
what  was  its  character  ?  Were 
Mr.  Fox  to  give  a  Schoolboy  art 
exerdfe,  how  he  might  moa  effec¬ 
tually  involve  the  affairs  of  the 
company,  he  believed  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  man  could  not  have  hit  on 
an  expedient  fo  likely  to  anfwer 
the  purpeffe.  He  was  therefore 
decidedly  againft  the  principle  and 
regulations  of  the  prelent  bill.  It 
tended  to  no  reformation  at  home, 
and  no  correction  of  ahufes  abroad. 
It  tended  not  to  remedy  any  of  the 

evils  Which  had  fublifted  for  fo  Ion?' 
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a  time,  or  to  put  a  period  to  thole 
barbarities,  which  had  ftigmatifed 
and  rendered  infamous  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  Britain  and  the  annals  of 
India.  If  adopted,  the  company 
might  fend  out  their  orders  to  their 
fervants,  they  might,  as  in  former 
inftances,  replemlh  their  letters 
with  morals  and  ethics,  but  he 
did  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  our 
Eaftern  poffeffions  would  be  irreco¬ 
verably  ioft:  to  this  country. 

Mr.  Lufhington,  a  director  of 
the  Eaft  India  company,  remarked 
to  the  houfe,  that  the  fad  refpeCt- 
ing  the  concurrence  of  that  com¬ 
pany  had  been  initiated.  The  pio- 
pofitions  of  the  miniffer  had  not 
been  communicated  to  the  direc¬ 
tors,  at  leaf!  fo  as  to  have  their  ac- 
cjaiefcence,.  prior  to  the  dilcuffion 
in  the  court  of  proprietors.  He 
related  circumftantiailv  the  hurry 
and  precipitation  with  which  they 
had  been  carried  through  the  latter 
court.  He  complained  from  thefe 
circumflances,  of  not  having  ob¬ 
tained  an  opportunity  of  delivering 
his  Sentiments  upon  them  at  the 
Iadia-houfe,  It  was  aliened  how- 
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ever  by  commodore  Johnftone,  that 
the  matter  of  their  being  lubmit- 
tcd  to  the  proprietors  previously  to 
the  directors  was  purely  accidental ; 
that  they  had  fince  been  ddc idled 
in  the, court  of  directors,  that  they 
had  there  met  with  no  oppoiition, 
and  that  they  had  been  unanimouily 
agreed  to,  though  Mr.  Lufliington 
himi elf  was  prefent.  /  t  length 
the  houfe  divided  upon  the  ques¬ 
tion  for  the  bill's  being  lent  to  a 
committee,  ayes  2; 4,  noes  222, 
majority  8. 

The  q uef  ion  was  no  fooner  dif 
poled  ot,  than  Mr.  fox  role,  in  or- 
der  to  fecure  the  exigence  of  par¬ 
liament  upon  the  fuppoled  faith  of 
the  king's  an  vver,  by  moving  for 
leave  to  bring  forward  again,  under 
certain  modi  ideations,  his  bill  for  veil- 
in  g  the  atiairs  of  :ndia  in  the  hands 
of  certain  ccmmiftioners  or  directors, 
Upon  this  occalion  he  remarked, 
that  he  was  ready,  in  deference  to 
the  fenfe  of  iome  very  refpeffable 
penriemen,  to  yield  to  them  every 
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part  of  his  bill,  except  the  two 
grand  principles  of  having  a  go¬ 
vernment  at  home,  and  a  perma¬ 
nent  government.  lie  was  ready 
in  particular  to  give  up  the  a  Hair 
of  the.  patronage,  though  he  con¬ 
ceived  the  ceilion  to  be  upon  the 
w  hole  inimical  to  the  meafure,  and 
to  fuller  matters  to  run  in  the  chan¬ 
nel  of  fucceilion  and  regular  gra¬ 
dation. 

The  houfe  of  commons  was  now 
excited  to  the  higheft  degree  of  un- 
eadnefs  and  anxiety  upon  the  point 
of  a  diitolution.  The  queflion  was 
not  lefs  interef  ing  to  every  indivi¬ 
dual  within  thole  walls,  than  to 
yvhat  the  majority  conceived  to  be 
the  caufe  of  freedom  and  the  com¬ 
munity  The  anfwer  of  the  king 
to  the  add  re  is  that  had  been  pre 
frnted  prev  oufly  to  the  Christmas 
recefs  contained  in  it  tomethi ng  of 
ambiguity,  ^nd  had  experienced 


various  interpretations.  By  Mr. 
Fox  it  was  obferved,  that  the  phrale, 
of  u  not  interrupting  the  meeting 
of  parliament,”  was  fallacious  and 
fophiltical ;  and  that  its  deiign  ap¬ 
parently  was  to  hold  the  fword  of 
dilfolution  fulpended  over  the  com¬ 
mons,  to  defeend  upon  them  or 
not,  as  theydhould  appear  in  their 
condud:  to  be  intrepid  or  iervile. 
It  was  remarked  however  by  iome 
of  his  friends,  that  they  did  not 
apprehend  from  that  anfwer,  that 
there  was  any  intention  to  diiTolva 
or  prorogue  the  parliament.  I  hey 
would  not  read  the  anfwer  with 
the  eve  of  a  lpeciai  pleader,  but  as 
the  king -admitted  the  neceffity  of 
vigilance  and  attention  to  public 
affairs,  they  conceived  that  he  ad¬ 
mitted  as  a  juft  inference,  that 
an  interruption  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  houfe  would  be  prejudicial 
to  them,  if  any  miniiter,  it  was 
added,  had  put  fuch  a  fallacy,  a® 
this  mu  ft  be  upon  any  other  inter- 
■  pretation,  into  the  moft  facred 
mouth  in  the  kingdom,  he  had 
grofsly  infulted  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  been  guilty  of  a  piece  of 
duplicity,  that  would  have  dis¬ 
graced  the  lowed  pettifogger  in 
practice  ;  of  which  a  Newgate  fo~ 
licitor  would  have  been  ailiamed* 
The  comments  of  different  perfons 
upon  the  anfwer  being  thus  irre^ 
concileable,  the  chanceflor  of  the 
exchequer  was  now  called  upon 
from  all  tides  of  the  houfe  to  give 
a  fati  fadtory  explanation  of  its 


meaning. 

o 


it  was  long  before  Mr.  Pitt  could 
be  prevailed  upon  by  the  extreme 
and  apparent  anxiety  both  of  his 
friends  and  his  opponents,  to  rife 
from  his  feat  or  utter  a  lingle  word 
upon  this  delicate  queftion.  He 
at  length  rofe  to  remark  that  it 
would  be  much  unbecoming  in 
him  to  comment  upon  the  words  ot 
a  yracious  anfwer  of  the  feve reign 
“  deli. 
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delivered  from  tie  throne.  It  was 
however  objected  to  him  that  this 
was  a  new  uodtrine  5  tnat  the  an- 
Avers  of  the  king  and  the  fpeeches 
from  the  throne,  were  regarded  by 
the  couftitution  as  the  ipeeches  of 
the  mmifter,  that  he  was  refpon- 
iible  for  them,  and  that  of  courfe 
it  belonged  to  him  to  explain 
them  when  they  were  not  fuffici- 
enfiy  underftood.  To  this  he  re¬ 
plied,  that  the  argument  which  had 
been  employed,  was  with  him  a 
prong'  reafon*  for  refuting  to  give 
an  explanation  in  his  place,  as  an 
individual  member  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  for  which  he  was 
rot  refponfible,  of  an  anfwer  in 
which  his  refponlibility  was  in¬ 
volved  as  a  minifter  of  the  fove- 
re  wn.  He  added,  to  at  he  w o u  1  d 
never  compromife  or  bargain  away 
the  prerogative  of  the  king,  by  pro- 
miting  generally,  and  witnout  any 
exprefhen  of  limitation  or  qualiti- 
cation,  net  to  exercile  the  prero¬ 
gative  of  diffolving  parliament  in 
the  con  tie  of  a  leilion.  For  the 
reft  he  would  not  c  defeend  to  an¬ 
fwer  interrogatories  which  he  did 
not  think  individuals  intitled  to  put 
to  him.  He  had  not  long  been  ac- 
cu Homed  to  the  violence  of  that 
houfe,  or  tp  their  harfh  language  • 
but  he  had  been  long  enough  ac- 
cuftomed  to  it,  to  allure  them  that 
neither  unfupported  Hander,  nor 
intemperate  language,  fhould  ever 
fucceed  to  difeompofe  his  mind. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  debate  fe- 
veral  members,  and  among  them 
fome  of  the  greateft  favourers  of 
the  prefent  adminiftration,  rcle, 
and  fucceffively  prefted  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  to  give 
fome  decilion  relpefting  a  diffolu- 
tionof  parliament.  His  obftinate  and 
invincible  lilence  at  length  lpread 
a  general  opinion  among  the  com¬ 
mons,  that  the  event  would  be  an¬ 


nounced  to  the  public  the  next 
morning.  The  contiernation  that 
took  place  on  this  conviction  was 
extreme.  The  ill  humour  and  dif-' 
content  of  the  houfe  rofe  to  the 
higheft  pitch  ;  and  fuch  appeared 
to  be  their  temper  at  the  moment, 
that  any  refolution,  tending  to 
throw  a  difficulty  or  c  -?  it  a  ilium  a 
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upon  that  meafure,  would  probably 
have  been  carried  by  a  great  majo¬ 
rity.  Mr.  Fox  at  length  interpofed 
with  the  houfe.  He  requefted 
them  to  give  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  time  to  recover  from 
the  chagrin  into  which  the  reiec- 
tiem  of  his  bill  might  have  thrown 
him,  and  he  prevailed  upon  them 
to  fufpend  all  farther  proceedings 
to  the  next  day,  which  was  Satur¬ 
day.  Mr.  Pitt  however  having  on 
that  day  in  anfwer  to  the  interro¬ 
gatory  of  Mr.  Powys,  informed 
the  houfe,  that  he  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  ro  prevent  their  meeting  on 
the  following  Monday,  and  added, 
that  the  iituation  ol  the  country  was 
fuch  as  would,  in  his  opinion,  ren¬ 
der  an  immediate  diffolution  of  par¬ 
liament  a  very  improper  meafure, 
they  immediately  broke  up.  On 
Monday  a  refolution  was  entered  in¬ 
to  by  the  commons,  moved  by  Mr, 
Eden,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  Charles 
Marfham,  purporting,  u  That  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  that  houfe  that  the  king’s 
anfwer  contained  a  flu  ranees  upon 
which  they  could  not  but  molt 
firmly  rely,  that  he  would  not  by 
the  prorogation  or  diffolution  of 
parliament,  interrupt  them  in  the 
confederation  of  proper  meafures, 
for  regulating  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  India  company,  and  fupport- 
ing  the  public  credit  and  revenues 
of  this  country  :  objects  which  in 
the  opinion  of  the  king,  the  houfe 
and  the  public,  could  not  but  de¬ 
mand  their  moil  immediate  and  un¬ 
remitting  attention.” 
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SINCE  we  have  been  able  to 

_ lookback,  in  a  manner  ibme- 

what  calm  and  diiinte retied,  upon 
this  great  conteft,  it  feems  to  have 
been  the  universal  opinion,  that  if 
the  two  parties  had  been  left  to 
themfelves,  and  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  had  hood  by,  the  mute  and 
lilerit  Spectators  of  the  folemn  tranl- 
afiion,  the  houfc  of  commons  mull 
infallibly  have  been  the  victors. 
Without  their- concurrence  no  pub¬ 
lic  buflneis  could  have  been  pur¬ 
ified.  To  have  maintained  them 
therefore  in  exigence  during  their 
.natural  term,  or  for  any  considerable 
period,  would  have  been  to  have 
yielded  the  conteft,  and  to  have 
thrown  down  the  cherifhed  de¬ 
fences  of  monarchy.  To  have  dil- 
folved  them,  upon  the  fuppofition 
We  have  Stated,  mu  SI  have  been  a 
nugatory  meafure.  The  nation 
-took  no  part  in  the  conteft,  the 
houfe  of  commons  mull  therefore 
be  prefumed  to  retain  the  fame  cha¬ 
racter  notwithstanding  the  inci¬ 
dental  and  unimportant  event  ot  a 
re-eledlion.  Of  confequence  the 
republican  part  of  our  constitution 
mu  ft  have  gained  new7  Strength  ; 
what  has  ulually  been  understood 
by  the  term  of  our  liberties  mud 
have  been  extended  ;  and  the  limi¬ 
tations  of  monarchy  mult  have' 
been,  Shall  we  fay,  brought  with¬ 
in  a  narrower  compafs,  or  only 
more  accurately  defined  and  more 
immutably  eftablifhed  ? 

Such  then,  were  the  ideas  of  that 
large  and  power! ul  body  of  men 
in.  this  country  who  had  ini i li¬ 
ed  themfelves  under  the  Standard 


of  the  coalition.  Such  were  their 
Sanguine  expectations,  and  Such 
the  ixndoubtingnefs  of  their  confi? 
dence.  Filled  with  the  ftmpreliion 
of  large  meafures,  rapid  and  com¬ 
prehensive  fy Items,  and  grand  con- 
liitutiohal  queftions,  they  loft  in 
the  vail  ocean  of  eternal  politics, 
thole  little,  trifling,  imperceptible 
circumllances,  which  Should  ever 
claim  a  Share  in  the  attention  and 
dilquifitioiis  of  the  ftatelman. 
While  the  heavens  were  clear  over 
their  heads,  while  the  blue  ex¬ 
panse  Stretched  in  all  its  radiance 
on  every  tide,  they  did  not  perceive 
that  little  cloud  in  the  corner  of 
the  feene,  which  was  quickly  to 
overfpread  their  hemisphere,  and 
to  brew  the  dreadful  Storm  that 
overwhelmed  their  fyftems  with  un- 
diftinguilhed  ruin. 

The  vulgar,  by  which  we  would 
not  be  understood  exclusively  to 
mean  the  poorer  part  of  the  com- 
munitv,  are  feldom  difpofed  to  give 
a. very  implicit  credit  to  the  profes¬ 
sions  of  heroic  virtue.  Every  man. 
is  to  himielf  the  Standard  of  his  na¬ 
ture,  and  of  thole  emotions  of  the 
foul  which  he  is  not  inured  to  fee!, 
he  is  not  eailly  induced  to-credit  the 
existence.  The  man  particularly, 
who  by  the  fwe/at  of  his  brow  earns 
the  fubliflcnce  of  his  family,  con¬ 
ceives  that  that  lucre,  which  hvs 
Situation  obliges  him  to  make  al- 
moft  the  iudeviate  object  of  his  at¬ 
tention,  is  upon  a  larger  Scale  the 
object  alike  of  the  bearded  fag.e,  the 
folemn  pedant,  the  Supple  courtier, 
and  the  haughty  ftatefman.  To 
defoeud  to  a  common  and  obviuis 
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inftance,  we  have  heard  it  fre¬ 
quently  enquired  by  perlons  of  this 
clafs,  what  is  the  Mary  that  is  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  hat  ion  of  a  member  of 
parliament ;  nor  is  it  pofiible  to 
perfuaee  them,  that  for  mere  ho¬ 
nour,  dignity  and  rank,  tmcon- 
netted  with  any  emolument,  men 
would  labour  io  hard,  and  difburfe 
fo  laviihly. 

If  they  are  ever  to  be  perfuaded  to 
entertain  liberal  and  charitable  len- 
timents  of  any  man,  it  is  of  the  man 
whom  they  conceive  to  be  over¬ 
whelmed  with  adverfity,  and  to  be 
borne  hard  upon  by  the  unfeeling 
hand  of  power.  Thus  fituated,  the 
long  oppofition  to  the  admini  d  rat  ;on 
of  fir  Robert  Walpole,  and  the  long 
oppofition  to  the  adminiO ration  of 
lord  North,  alike  obtained  to  them- 
i'elves  a  llouriihing  and  enviable 
reputation.  But  when  oppofition 
has  once  gained  the  ends  of  its  ex¬ 
igence,  when  it  has  placed  itfelf 
in  the  fituation  of  the  men  againft 
whom  its  efforts  were  directed,  it 
alfo  participates  their  fate.  There 
is  no  article  that  makes  a  more  con- 
ipicuQUs  figure  in  the  received  and 
orthodox  creed,  than  that  of  the 
poet  ;  u  It  is  the  bright  day  that 
brings  forth  the  adder  and  how¬ 
ever  the  virtues  of  adverfity  may 
lometimes  be  preferred  in  profpe- 
fity,  in  the  jealous  and  illiberal 
criticifm  of  the  public  they  are 
almolf  never  acknowledged.  We 
make  not  thefe  obfer rations  from  a 
particular  attachment  to  any  party. 
For  ourfelves,  we  are  perfuaded  of 
the  integrity  of  the  leaders  of  both  ; 
that  is,  we  are  perfuaded  that  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox  in  the  conteft  we 
are  relating,  each  of  them  believed 
fiis  predominant  motive  to  be  the 
public  welfare. 

“  A  man’s  reputation,”  fays 
Hamlet,  “  may  lurvive  him  half 
a  year  and  if  the  adminiilration 


of  lord  Rockingham  retained  its* 
public  honours  entire  for  near  three 
months  after  it  came  into  power, 
this  is  to  be  looked,  upon  as  partak¬ 
ing  of  the  nature  of  a  miracle.  In 
the  unfortunate  difienfions  that  en- 
fued  upon  the  death  of  that  noble¬ 
man,  each  party  loft  much;  and 
from  that  moment  a  great  part  of 
the  public  looked  with  fcepticifm 
and  contempt  upon  the  patriotifm 
of  both.  In  the  fubfequent  coa¬ 
lition,  between  Mr.  Fox  and  the 
great  object  of  his  political  perm¬ 
eation,  whatever  may  be  it  merit, 
as  a  meafure  of  general  policy, 
there  were  all  thole  fpecious  cir- 
cumftances  which  appeal  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  fcorn  of  the  multitude, 
and  which  excite  prejudices  almoit 
.iii  vincible. 

It  were  however  unphilofophical 
and  childifti  to  affirm,  that  circum- 
ftances,  which  did  little  more  than 
bring  back  the  multitude  to  the 
opinion  -they  are  inured  to  enter¬ 
tain  of  men  in  power,  could  alone 
have  produced  very  formidable  ef¬ 
fects.  An  appeal  which  has  a  much 
ftronger  and  more  deciftve  effect  is 
to  be  traced  to  the  new  burthens  i 
which  in  times  of  public  misfortune : 
the  ftatefman  is  obliged  to  impofe  ‘ 
upon  the  community  at.  large.  For-  ■! 
tunate  is  the  minifter  whole  invert  -  i 
tion  in  this  kind,  however  prolific, , 
efcapes  untarniflied  from  the  feru- 
tiny  of  meagre  poverty  and  fuccels-  . 
ful  avarice,  of  political  impotence 
on  the  one  hand  and  fupcrcilious 
indolence  on  the  other.  it  waf- 
from  circumftances  of  this  fort  that 
the  receipt  tax,  a  fource  of  revenue: 
which  obtained  the  applaufe  of 
many  unprejudiced  thinkers  of  all 
parties,  proved  the  bails  of  a  morer 
extenlive  and  deep-rooted  unpopu¬ 
larity  than  was  almoft  ever  created, 
by  any  fingle  unconnected  meafure. 
Of  the  two  diilributions  we  have 
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made,  it  fell  upon  that  which  has 
much  weight  in  the  common  weal, 
and  which  is  ever  eager  to  have 
this  weight  perceived  and  acknow¬ 
ledged,  It  dillurbed  old  habits,  it 
op  poked  rooted  prejudices,  and  it 
gave  trouble  and  inconvenience  to 
Inch,  as  are  not  ealily  turned  from 
their  accu domed  line  of  practice, 
and  are  not  proverbially  known  for 
their  conformity  and  compliance 
with  the  inclinations  or  fuppofed 
advantage  of  another.  An  import- 
t ion  that,  would  have  fallen  upon 
the  poor,  the  helpiefs  and  unpro¬ 
tected,  that  would  have  forced  the 
uecelfary  bread  from  the  hard  hand 
of  the  peafant,  would  probably  have 
come  off  with  a  milder  fate. 

Soured  by  the  receipt  tax,  taught 
to  hold  adminiftration  as  cheap  and 
worthlefs  by  the  coalition,  the  next 
object  of  attention  to  the  people  of 
England  was  Mr.  Fox’s  India 'bill. 
Meafures  of  genera)  policy  have 
often  been  adopted  by  the  wily, 
iniidious  courtier,  as  the  obvious 
iuhjedis  of  craft  and  delation.  To 
the  philanthrope  they  come  re¬ 
commended  by  their  apparent  wif- 
dom  and  beneficence  ;  the  man  of 
fentiment  and  taite  perceives  in 
them  fo  me  thing  or  the  fublime,  the 
magnificent  and  the  pathetic  ■  and 
as  they  are  little  level  to  the  com- 
preheniion  of  the  vulgar,  they  more 
luccellively  throw  a  veil  over  the 
inqroachme-nts  of  power,  and  the 
finifter  exertions  of  lei  bin  te  re  lied 
hypocrify.  On  the  other  hand  it 
mull  be  granted,  that  meafures  of 
great  and  enlarged  policy  are  pe¬ 
culiarly  expoied  irmheir  outlet,  to 
obloquy  and  confute.  It  is  a  maxim 
of  compreheniive  philofophy,  that 
all  private  evil  terminates  in  uni- 
verfal  good.  The  converfe  of  this 
principle,  that  all  extenlive  fublu- 
nary  good  comprehends  in  its 
march  a  degree  of  partial  mifehief, 
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is  not  lefs  true.  The  good  that  if 
procured,  as  it  is  extended  to 
greater  numbers,  falls  in  a  more 
ilender  portion  to  every  individual* 
The  mifehief,  the  more  private 
and  the  more  ifolated  it  is,  is  the 
more  drongly  felt,  and  the  more 
deeply  refented.  But  what  is  of 
hill  greater  confequence  is  the  pe¬ 
culiar  degree  in  which  fuch  mea- 
fures  are  expofed  to  the  danger  of 
m  i  fap  p  re  hen  11  an  and  mifreprefenta- 
tion.  By  thefe  the  mod:  alarming, 
fears  may  be  created  in  men  who 
are  lead  of  all  connected  with  the 
bufinefs,  and  the  mod:  intemperate* 
oppolition  in  thofe  who  are  to  derive 
from  it  the  g-reated  benefits.  T  hefe 
condderations  might  alone  account 
in  a  confiderable  deg  ree  forthe  un¬ 
popularity  of  the  India  bill.  But,, 
if  we  add  to  them  the  many  ferrous 
objections  that  were  taken  up  by 
men,  the  mod  independent  in  their 
principles,  the  mod:  untarnished  in 
their  integrity,  we  (hall  no  longer 
be  at  a  lots  for  a  fource  of  the  mod 
compreheniive  and  alarming  coa? 
fequences. 

Influenced  by  feme  or  all  of  thefe 
caufes,  the  common-council  of  the 
city  of  London  had  in  the  firft  in- 
dance  got  up,  along  with  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  to  reprefent  their 
objeftions  to  both  homes  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  On  the  j  6th  of  January  the 
fame  body  prefented  an  add  refs  to 
the  fovereign,  expreliing  the  infi- 
mte  concern  with  which  they  had 
lately  beheld  the  progrefs  of  a  rnea- 
fure,  inimical  to  the  prerogatives 
of  the  crown,  to  the  chartered  rights, 
of  the  Ead-India  company,  and  to 
the  fafety  of  this  free  government. 
rFhey  thanked  the  king  for  the  dif- 
mitlion  of  his  late  miniders,  ex-, 
preffed  their  admiration  of  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  de-* 
dared-  their  refolution  always  to 
Tupport  the  cpnditudonal  exercifp 
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of  prerogative.  This  addrefs  was 
almoil  immediately  followed  by 
fimilar  addreffes  from  the  merchants 


and  traders  of  the  city  of  London 


from  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  from 
■various  other  populous  and  refpedt- 
able  places. 

The  contagion  Seemed  now  to  be 
gradually  extending  itfelf  from  one 
part  of  the  kingdom  to  another, 
and  every  gazette  threatened  the 
ruling  party  in  the  horde  of  com¬ 
mons  with  three  or  four  representa¬ 
tions  of  this  kind.  But  it  was  im- 
poffible,  that  fo  confiderable  a  body 
of  men  Should  look  with  fupinenels 
upon  proceedings  of  fo  alarming  a 
nature,  or  fhouid  not  endeavour  to 
Lem  the  torrent  which  threatened 
deflruction  to  all  their  Schemes  and 
all  their  profpeCts.  Superior  in 
abilities,  equal  at  lead  in  property 
and  perfonal  influence,  lately  nol¬ 
le  (Ted  of  the  molt  enviable  popula¬ 
rity,  full  of  confidence  and  full 
of  refources,  they  were  not  back¬ 
ward  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the 
field  he  had  chofen,  and  to  provoke 
the  canted  at  his  favourite  weapons. 

On  the  19th  of  January  an  ad¬ 
vertisement  was  inferred  in  the  pub*- 
lie  papers  by  the  fire  riffs  of  Lon¬ 
don,  Summoning  a  county  meeting 
of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex, 
which  had  been  folicited  by  the 
friends  of  the  new  ad  mini  If  ration. 
On  the  2!  ft  inti,  this  meeting  was 
held.  The  partilans  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  repaired  early  and  in 
confiderable  numbers  to  the  place 
of  appointment,  and  an  addrefs  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  reprelenting-  to  the  king  the 
peculiar  Situation  of  the  country, 
the  neceliity  there  appeared  for  the 
utmoft  exertion .  and  diligence  on 
the  part  of  miniflers,  and  their  de- 
fpair  of  feeing'  the  l’mal left  fuccefs 
of  this  kind  obtained  without  the  co¬ 
operation  of  parliament :  it  there¬ 


fore  concluded  with  imploring  the 
Sovereign  to  appoint  fuch  an  ad¬ 
min  ill  rati  on,  as  might  poffefs  the 
confidence  of  parliament  and  the 
public. 

Loud  and  reiterated  complaints 
were  however  made  of  this  addrefs 
as  having  been  obtained  by  art  and 
management.  It  was  particularly 
laid,  that  the  room  in  which  the 
meeting  was  held  Was  not  fufficient-' 
ly  large  to  admit  the  whole  body  of 
the  freeholders  who  had  come  to 
give  their  voice,  and  that  a  majo-  • 
rity  had’  been  obtained  purely  by 
the  Superior  affiduity  of  the  fuccefs- 
ful  party  in  previoully  gaining  poS- 
feliion  of  the  room.  Influenced  by 
theSe  representations,  the  fame  au¬ 
thority  appointed  a  fecond  meeting; 
for  the  19th  of  February.  In  this; 
meeting  every  queflion  was  carried 
in  a  very  decifive  manner  for  the: 
new  ad  mini  ll  ration. 

A  conteft  of  the  fame  kind,  but: 
carried  on  with  much  greater  Spirit- 
and  perfeverance,  and  attended 


with  a  more  doubtful  fuccefs,  took: 


place  in  the  city  of  Wellminfleiy 
of  which  Mr.  Fox  was  one  of  the 
representatives.  In  this  place  he 
pofleiTed  every  advantage  for  flem-- 
ming  the  tide  of  popular  favour. 
The  citv  of  Weftminller  conilitutes; 
a  body  of  men  of  a  very  lingular: 
character.  It  comprehends  within 
its  limits  a.n  high  degree  of  repub¬ 
lican  pride  and  an  unlimited  Servi¬ 
lity,  much  independence  of  Spirit 
and  much  arillocratical  fubordina > 
tion.  Sources  of  influence  fo  op- 
pofite  and  contradictory  in  their  te¬ 
non  r  have  Seldom  been  brought  un¬ 
der  the  Same  management >  or  wield¬ 
ed  by  the  Same  hand.  With  the- 
ariftocracy  indeed  Mr.  Fox  could 
boaft  of  the  mofl  important  advan¬ 
tages.  Born  of  a  high  and  dif- 
tinguifhed  family,  immediately  de¬ 
scended  from  a  mini  tier  of  great 
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abilities,  and  of  much  weight 
among  the  parties  into  which  our 
government  is  divided,  he  feemed 
to  have  an  hereditary  claim  to 
power.  What  was  of  more  con¬ 
sequence  than  thefe,  his  fuperior 
and  unequalled  abilities,  his  manly, 
rapid  and  aflonifhing  eloquence, 
were  calculated  to  induce  any  party, 
at  the  head  of  which  he  was  inclined 
to  place  himfelf,  to  receive  him 
with  open  arms.  Accordingly 
from  the  moment  in  which  he  took 
that  regular  and  untemporiiing 
part,  which  has  been  maintained 
by  him  foJr  feveral  years,  he  has 
been  able  to  league  with  him  a  con¬ 
nection  of  men,  more  formidable  in 
numbers  and  rank,  and  more  power¬ 
ful  in  their  influence  than  any  of 
their  competitors.  Abilities  and 
wealth  are  not  always  united  ;  and 
there  is  nothing  to  be  more  earneflly 
deflred  by  a  body  of  men  already 
fufficiently  complete  in  refpedt  to 
the  latter,  than  to  place  at  their 
head  a  man  of  talents,  adlivity  and 
irtdufiry.  But  thefe  were  not  all 
the  recommendations  of  Mr.  Fox. 
He  was  not  lefs  firm  and  explicit 
than  he  was  able  ;  and  the  felfifh 
and  ungenerous  paflions  were  never 
known  to  maintain  a  fuccefsful  con- 
te(l  in  his  breal't  with  the  calls  of 
friend  (hip  and  the  emotions  of 
efieem,  .His  noble  friends  were 
therefore  attached  to  him  in  no 
common  degree  ;  and  were  we  to 
talk  in  the  fiyle  of  merchandize  and 
calculation,  we  might  fay  that  in 
his  cafe  the  efiablifhed  order  was 
reverfed,  and  the  indolent  and 
overbearing  patron  affumed  the 
fiation  of  the  ailiduous  and  indefa¬ 
tigable  dependent. 

The  ariftocraticai  party  in  this 
metropolis,  were  its  parts  always 
harmonifed  and  united  with  each 
other,  would  far  outweigh  the  po¬ 
pular  party.  But  this  is  by  no 
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means  the  cafe.  To  aflert  there¬ 
fore  the  principles  of  liberty  with 
the  whig  and  the  republican,  and 
to  conciliate  the  kindnefs  of  the 
vulgar,  mull  in  this  fituation  be  an 
important  objedt. 

in  the  outfet  of  his  political  ca¬ 
reer,  Mr.  Fox  had  been  much  go¬ 
verned  by  the  courtly  maxims 
which  had  dillinguiflied  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  late  lord  Holland,  and 
provided  he  obtained  the  objedfs  of 
that  paflion,  by  whatever  name  we 
chufe  to  denominate  it,  which  na¬ 
ture  had  made  his  ruling  one,  he 
cared  little  about  the  popular  ap- 
plaufe  which  was  to  attend  the  pur- 
fuit  of  it.  But  having  differed  with 
the  abfolute  minifrer  of  the  day,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  new  objedfs, 
and  his  views  became  more  extend¬ 
ed  and  comprehenfive.  Friend- 
Blip,  efleem,  perfonal  attachments, 
had  been  originally  propofed  by 
him  as  the  ladder  of  his  ambition. 
Driven  from  this  hold,  he  took  re¬ 
fuge  in  the  bofom  of  the  people. 
Naturally  of  a  comprehend  ve  mind, 
naturally  fraught  with  good  hu¬ 
mour  and  general  kindnefs,  the 
field  of  popular  applaufe  feemed  to 
be  perfedfly  congenial  to  him.  And 
as  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to  pur- 
fue  any  thing  in  a  cold,  indifferent 
and  uninterefied  manner,  he  ac¬ 
cordingly  went  very  coniiderable 
lengths  for  the  attainment  of  his 
objedt.  Having  obtained  a  feat  in 
parliament,  as  the  reprefentative 
of  Weftminfter,  he  entered  into 
habits  of  intercourfe  with  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  his  confUtuents. 
He  met  them  in  public  at  regular 
intervals,  he  appealed  to  them  upon 
all  occafions,  and  he  treated  them 
as  the  proper  and  chofen  judges  of 
every  part  of  his  condudt.  One  of 
the  di  fad  vantages  of  popularity  did 
not  wholly  apply  to  the  prefent  in- 
fiance*  Its  transient  nature  is 
£  coun- 
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counteracted  by  the  habits  of  per- 
fonai  intercourfe,  and  the  partiali¬ 
ties  of  acqua  ntance  and  fi  iendfbip 
balance  in  feme  meafure  the  fickle- 
nefs  and  inconftaney  of  public  opi¬ 
nion  -  Accordingly  in  the  example 
before  us,  Mr.  Fox,  by  the  unpo¬ 
pular  mcafures  in  which  he  had  en¬ 
gaged,  loft  much  more  with  the 
people  of  England,  than  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Wefiminfler. 

On  the  fecond  of  February  an 
add  refs  was  prefented  to  the  king, 
purporting  to  be  the  addrefs  of  the 
dean,  ft  e  ward,  and  bur  genes  cl  this 
city,  and  thanking  his  majefty  for 
the  removal  of  his  late  mini  Iters* 
This  addrefs  was  immediately  cen- 
l'ured  by  an  advertifement  from  a 
meeting  of  the  electors  m  the  party 
of  Mr.  Fox,  as  having  been  ob- 
tained  without  public  notice,  with¬ 
out  fummoning  the  inhabitants  to  a 
general  meeting,  and  by  private 
fojicitations  from  houfe  to  houfe. 
Sir  Cecil  ft  ray,,  the  colleague  of 
Mr.  Fox,  who  had  prefented  the 
addrefs,  and  who  upon  this  occa- 
fion  ventured  to  appear  among  his 
former  partifans,  met  with  a  re¬ 
ception  fo  rude  and  mortifying  as 
to  oblige  him,  to  take  refuge  in  a 
fudden  retreat,  in  the  mean  time 
the  friends  of  the  late  miniiler  in¬ 
vited  the  inhabitants,  by  public  ad¬ 
vertifement,  to  a  meeting  in  Weft- 
minfter-hall,  to  conftder  of  an  ad- 
drefs  to  the  king  upon  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs.  Counter  ad- 
vertifemenls  we-e  i  filled  by  the 
friends  of  adminifiration  ;  and  it 
having  been  found  neceffary  by  the 
former,  from  motives  of  conve¬ 
nience,  to  change  the  day  of  ap¬ 
pointment  from  the  xoth  to  the 
14  th  inftant,  a  partial  meeting  was 
fummoned  by  the  latter  for  the  day 
originally  chofen,  in  the  Court  of 
Requefts.  The  perfons  who  came 
forward  upon  this  occafion  were  fir 


Cecil  Wray,  Dr.  Jebb,  lord  Ma¬ 
hon,  and  lord  Mountmorre's.  On 
the  14th  both  parties  appeared  to 
mu  Her  their  entire  force,  and  a 
feene  of  greater  confufion  was 
lcarcely  ever  exhibited  under  the 
aufpices  of  the  higheft  authorities 
in  a  civilifed  country.  The  extre¬ 
mities  of  party  are  at  all  times  tin- 
amiable.  In  this  cafe  they  were 
provoked  (and  this  is  natural)  by 
the  party  who  felt  their  popularity 
in  almoft  every  corner  of  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  and  they  were  met  (and  this 
is  furely  to  be  excufed)  by  the 
party  who,  if  they  had  been  lilent 
and  inactive  upon  the  occafion, 
muft  have  given  up  one  or  the 
moil  important  parts  of  their  de¬ 
fence.  Meanwhile  the  fobriety  of 
freedom,  and  the  generous  regards. 
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of  public  hap^inefs,  were  loft  in- 
private  animoiity,  contempt,  ah~ 
furdity  and  barbarifm.  Vocifera¬ 
tion  was  oppofed  to  vociferation,, 
and  tumult  to  tumult.  In  the 
mid  ft  of  the  confufion,  an  attempt 
was  made  by  fome  obfeure  and 
contemptible  individual  to  difable, 
or  otherwil'e  materially  injure  Mr. 
Fox.  Disheartened  in  fpirit,  if  not 
overpowered  by  numbers,  his  friends 
at  length  propofed  a  divifion,  and 
drew  their  forces  into  tire  area  in 
the  front  of  the  hall.  The  fafci- 
nation  of  party  carried  the  leaders 
one  ftep  farther,  and  each  of  them, 
publifhed  a  body  of  contradictory 
refolutions,  the  one  carried  by  a 
prodigious  majority,  the  other  by  a 
majority  of  at  lea  ft  fix  to  one.  The 
oppofite  addrefles  were  expofed  for 
public  fignature,  but  that  of  Mr* 
Fox  was  never  prefented. 

The  laft  ftruggle  of  the  kind  we 
have  related,  was  of  all  others  the 
moft  important  to  the  parties  con¬ 
cerned,  to  which  they  both  came 
with  a  kind  of  reludhmce  and  dif¬ 
fidence,  and  in  which  the  fuccels 
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was,  if  poffible,  more  queflionable 
and  uncertain  than  in  the  city  of 
Weftminfter.  The  county  of  York 
greatly  exceeds  in  extent  any  other 
divifion  of  the  kingdom.  It  had 
long  diflinguifhed  jtfelf  in  the  fo  re¬ 
molt  rank  among  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country,  as  the  alfertors  of  li¬ 
berty  and  the  advocates  of  purity 
and  renovation.  Their  decifion 
therefore  leemed  of  all  others  the 
mod  proper,  from  which  to  infer  the 
independent  and  unbiailed  opinion 
of  the  people  of  England.  The 
meeting  of  this  county  for  the  pur- 
pofeof  addreffing  the  fovereign  was 
not  held  till  the  25th  day  of  March., 
when,  after  feveral  hours  debate, 
the  fhow  of  hands  was  declared  by 
the  fheriff  to  be  in  favour  of  the 
new  administration.  A  more  accu¬ 
rate  deciiion  was  however  de¬ 
manded  by  means  of  a  divifion,  snd 
upon  the  divifion  the  fheriff  declared 
himfelf  unable  to  decide  in  favour 
of  either  party.  Some  mifrepre- 
fentation  having  been  made  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  minifierial  newf- 
papers,  an  account  was  publiihed, 
ftatinor  the  above  fabts,  authenticated 
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by  the  fheriff,  and  figned  by  the 
duke  of  Devonfhite,  the  earls  of 
Surrey,  Carlifle,  and  Fitzwilliam, 
lord  Stourton,  lord  John  Cavendifh, 
fir  Thomas  Dundas,  and  more  than 
fixty  gentlemen  of  property  and 
confequence. 

But  the  fpirit  of  thefe  exertions, 
on  the  part  of  oppofition,  was  greater 
than  their  efficacy,  and  feemed  cal¬ 
culated  only  to  illuftrate  and  afcer- 
tain  the  vidtory  of  minifters.  Ad- 
dreffes  poured  in  from  every  fide, 
from  corporations*  from  cities,  from 
man  u  faff  u  ring  towns,  and  from 
counties.  Every  addrefs  ferved'  to 
Inipire  perfeveranee  and  energy  into 
the  fuccefsful  party,  and  to  h alien 
and  render  irrefiflible  the  event  of 
this  extraordinary  coijteft. 


In  the  mean  time  a  number  of 
thofe  perfons,  who  had  kept  them- 
felves  mod;  aloof  from  the  collifion 
of  fpiritsand  the  enthufiafm  of  con* 
troverfy,  had  conceived  a  wifli  to 
fee  the  great  leaders  of  either  party 
uniting  to  form  a  broad  and  ex  ten- 
five  adminiftration.  There  is  a  pro- 
penfity  in  all  men  to  regard  the 
fcenes  in  which  they  are  concerned, 
or  of  which  they  are  the  fpediators, 
as  the  moil  important  that  ever  filled 
the  theatre  of  the  univerfe.  As  the 
events  are  the  mod  important,  by  a 
natural  confequence  the  ablors  are 
the  mod  eloquent,  the  moil  accom« 
plifhed,  and  of  the  higheil  ability, 
if  two  perfons,  who  have  adopted 
oppofite  fentiments  upon  great  poli¬ 
tical  queitions,  maintain  the  conteft 
for  any  length  of  time,  and  with 
doubtful  fuccefs,  the  model!,  the 
un  a  if  inning  and  the  humane  are 
immediately  led  to  reflect  what  pro¬ 
digies  might  be  performed,  \vhat 
boundlefs  and  invaluable  benefits; 
might  be  produced  by  the  union  of 
men,  who,  when  thus  oppofed  to 
each  other,  are  able  to  diitrabt  an 
empire.  An  opinion  of  this  kind 
had  gained  many  difinterefled  parti- 
fans  to  the  coalition  of  lord  North 
and  Mr.  Fox.  A  limilar  opinion  at 
this  time  induced  many  perfons  to 
wifb  for  a  new  coalition,  and  a  more 
complete  union  of  parties. 

It  has  been  a  proverbial  maxim, 
that  in  the  midi):  of  turbulence  and 
confufion,  the  voice  of  rCalbrt  can. 
obtain  no  attention  3  and  that  it  is 
only  in  the  ferenity  of  a  political 
calm  that  her  low  and  unobtrufivfe 
whifpers  are  heard.  The  maxim  is 
not  always  true.  In  a  free  govern¬ 
ment,  like  ours,  it  is  the  calm  of 
permanence  and  the  fpring-tide  of 
profperity  that  beyond  ail  things 
render  him  that  fits  at  the  helm,  deaf 
to  the  fagenefs  of  wifdom  and  the 
fobriety  of  advice.  It  is,  on  the 
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other  hand,  in  the  feafon  of  war 
and  calamity  that  the  barriers  of  the 
conflitution  gain  additional  flrmnels, 
and  the  principles  of  liberty  are  ex¬ 
tended  and  reallfed*  In  like  man¬ 
ner  it  is  in  the  very  turbulence  and 
madnefs  of  faction,  when  party 
againft  party  wages  a  doubttul 
ftrife,  that  the  independent,  the  un¬ 
connected  and  the  unpretending 
alfume  to  the  ml  elves  a  degree  of 
weight  and  importance  greatly  be¬ 
yond  their  natural  proportion. 

in  the  prefent  inilance  the  weight 
feems  to  have  been  felt  individually, 
before  the  idea  was  conceived  of  a 
combination  of  forces.  The  ftrength 
of  each  party  being  fo  formidable  to 
the  other,  and  their  numbers  feeming 
to  approach  every  day  to  a  more  ac- 
curate  balance,  every  eye  was  turn¬ 
ed,  every  bofom  was  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  thofe  men,-  who,  partly  from 
the  exquiflte  nefs  of  their  integrity, 
and  partly  perhaps  from  a  certain 
feeblenefs  and  indecifion  of  intellediy 
ieemed  to  heiitate  between  the  op- 
polite  meafures,  and  to  afford  to  the 
philofopher  and  the  ft  a  tel  man  no 
ground  from  which  to  infer  the  te- 
xiour  of  their  future  conduct.  A 
charadter  of  this  kind,  that  in  the 
prefent  moment  of  turbulence  and 
anxiety  engaged  the  foremoft  atten¬ 
tion,  was  Mr.  Thomas  Powys.  He 
was  abfent  on  the  day  upon  which 
the  great  quellion  of  iecret  influence 
was  moved,  prevloufiy  to  the  Chr:fl> 
rflas  recefs  ;  but  he  afterwards  de¬ 
clared,  that  had  he  been  prefent  at 
that  time,  he  fhould  have  fupported 
the  refolutions.  He  had  been  among 
the  warm  eft  and  molt  vehement  op¬ 
ponents  of  Mr.  Fox's  India  bill. 
He  was  clearly  of  opinion,  that  it 
was  improper  to  adopt  meafures  for 
removing  an  admin! fixation  without 
trial,  and  without  an  explicit  and 
regular  charge  being  exhibited  again!! 
them..  At  the  fame  time  he  was  an 
enthnfiaflic  admirer  of  the  repub’  - 
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can  part  of  our  conflitution.  He 
had  ftrongly  and  individually ,  op*- 
poled  the  refolutions  that  were 
pointed  againft  the  reigning  adrni- 
niftration  ;  but  when  the  relolutions 
had  received  the  fandtion  of  the 
lioufe  of  commons,  he  knew  not 
how  to  bear  that  they  fliould  be  dil¬ 
obeyed  and  treated  with  contempt... 
His  fen  time  nt  upon  this  head  was 
not  founded  on  the  impreffions  of  a 
falfe  and  fadticious  honour :  he 
would  not  have  thought  the  houfe 
of  commons  degraded,,  could  they 
have  been  perfuaded  to  relcind 
them  from- the  journals ;  but  he  be-- 
lieved  that  the  molt  rcfpedtable,  the 
moil  facred,  ihe  popular  part  ot  our 
conflitution  ought  not  to  experience 
the  minutelt  degree  of  negledt  and 
inattention.  Diftradted  lor  a  mo¬ 
ment  between  the  oppofite  reelings 
of  efleem  for  Mr.  Pitt,  and  vene¬ 
ration  for  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  he  declared,,  that,  however 
neceflary  and  indifpeniible  was  the 
me  a  f me,  he  knew  not  how  to* 
advife  Mr.  Pitt  to  refign  ;  he 
knew  not  how  he  could  be  expedt- 
ed  to  agree  to  march  out  of  the 
for  toe  fs  with  a  halter  about  hrs 
neck.  Upon  mature  reflexion  how¬ 
ever  Mr.  Powys  was  convinced, 
that  no  difgrace  could  poflibly  reA 
upon  one  partv,  for  confulting  by 
the  moft  ine  Him  able  facrinces  the 
more  facred  honour  of  the  other. 
From  this  moment  his  condudt  be¬ 
came  clear,  explicit  and  uniform  ; 
and  he  conftantly  voted  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  feflion  with  the  party 
of  the  ex-  minifters. 

Various  hints,  recommending  a 
jundtion  of  parties,  had  been  thrown 
out  early  in  the  prefent  conteft  by 
unconnected  individuals.  The  hints 
feemed  to  be  received  with  much 
attention  and  applaufe,  and  the  con¬ 
tagion  of  tilt  ir  ideas  was  conti- 
finally  fpreading.  At  length,  by  a 
kind  of  concert,  a  general  meeting, 
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was  invited  of  fuch  members  of  the 
ho ufe  of  commons  as  were  de (irons 
of  promoting  this  purpofe,  to  be 
held  at  the  St.  Albans  tavern,  on 
the  26th  of  January.  Upon  their 
affembling,  their  numbers  amounted 
to  fifty  three  perions,  and  they  im¬ 
mediately  prepared  an  addrefs  to  be 
prefented  by  a  committee  of  their 
body  to  the  duke  of  Portland  and 
Mr.  Put.  The  committee  confided 
of  the  honourable  Thomas  Grof- 
venor,  the  honourable  Charles 
Mar  fit  am,  fir  William  Lemon,  and 
Mr.  Powys.  The  fird  difficulty  that 
was  darted  originated  with  the  duke 
of  Portland.  He  declared  himfelf 
happy  in  obeying  the  commands  of 
fo  refpedable  a  meeting,  but  de¬ 
clined  an  interview  with  'Mr.  Pitt  fo 
long  as  he  remained  in  his  miniffe- 
nal  capacity.  It  was  fuggeded 
however  by  this  nobleman,  in  an 
after-communication,  that  if  any 
expedient  could  be  deviled  for  re¬ 
moving  this  embarraflment,  he 
fihould  with  much  willingnefs  con¬ 
tribute  every  thing  in  his  power  to 
promote  the  object  of  their  w idles. 
The  expedient  here  alluded  to,  and 
which  had  been  pradifed  in  fome 
recent  indanoes,  was  for  the  mini- 
der  to  make  a  public  declaration  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  that  the 
odices  of  government  were  only 
held  by  him  and  his  colleagues  till 
the  arrangement  of  a  new  admini- 
d ration  flmild  be  completed.  Ac¬ 
tual  redgnation  however,  and  this 
expedient  were  equally  rejeded  by 
Mr,  Pitt.  The  negociation  being 
thus,  in  the  language  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  fufpended,  their  next  meafwre 
was  to  move  a  refolution  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  the  declared  purpofe 
of  which  was  that  of  loftening  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  relieving  any  afperity 
that  might  be  fuppofed  to  belong  to 
preceding  refolutioi)s9  The  pur¬ 


port  of  the  motion  was,  “  That  the 
prefent  arduous  and  critical iituatiori 
of  public  affairs  required  the  exer¬ 
tions  of  a  firm,  efficient,  extended, 
united  adminidracion,  entitled  to  the 
confidence  of  the  people,  and  fuch 
as  might  have  a  tendency  to  put  an 
end  to  the  unfortunate  divifions  and 
didradions  of  this  country.”  The 
motion  was  carried  unanimoufly. 

A  fecond  refolution  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Coke  of  Norfolk,  deciar* 
ing  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
miniders  in  office  to  be  an  obdacle 
to  the  forming  a  vigorous  admini- 
dration.  And  on  the  day  follow¬ 
ing  it  was  moved  by  the  fame  gen¬ 
tleman,  that  both  thefe  refolutions 
be  laid  before  his  majedy. 

Thefe  motions  were  objected  t® 
by  Mr.  Dundas,  as  being  diredly 
in  oppodtion  to  the  refolution  that 
had  been  fubmitted  to  the  houfe  by 
the  St.  Albans  meeting.  It  was  the 
objed  of  the  former  motion  to  pro¬ 
mote  an  union  of  parties  ;  it  was  the 
dire£t  tendency  of  the  latter  to  ren¬ 
der  that  union  impradicable.  How 
could  Mr.  Pitt,  difgraced  by  a  re¬ 
folution,  the  objed  of  which  was  to 
compel  him  to  relinquifh  his  fitua- 
tion,  unite  himfelf  afterwards  with 
men  who  had  employed  againd  him 
ads  of  fo  unpardonable  indelicacy 
and  violence.  Mr.  Dundas  there¬ 
fore  truded  that  every  one  who 
with  flncerity  had  fupported  the 
lad  refolution,  would  give  their  pe¬ 
remptory  negative  to  the  prefent 
proceedings.  He  obferved,  that  k 
houfe  ©f  commons  might  prevail 
againd  the  other  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  it  might  prevail  againd  the 
crown  and  the  prerogative,  but  in 
no  indance  could  it  promife  itfelf 
fuccefs  when  it  was  in  open  conted 
with  the  people.  At  prefent  there 
was  not  a  fociety  of  an  hundred 
pc  Tons  in  the  country,  of  which. 
£  3  ninety 
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ninety  “nine  were  not  the  firm  and 
avowed  friends  of  adminillration. 
In  fuch  cireumftances  then,  was  it 
fate  for  that  houfe  to  levy  war  upon 
the  public,  and  to  afford  room  for  a 
general  opinion,  that  there  exifted  a 
combination  within  thofe  wails 
a  gain  ft  the  interefts  and  the  willies 
of  the  people  of  England  ?  What 
would  be  the  confequence  of  fuch  ap- 
prehenfions  ?  All  confidence  in  the 
dignity,  the  honour  and  the  juftice 
pf  the  houfe  would  be  forfeited,  and 
mankind  .would  pals  the  door  of  it, 
pot  with  fentiments  of  veneration 
and  refpedt,  but  with  expreffive 
marks  of  derifion  and  contempt. 

Commodore  Johnftone  reprobated 
the  appeal  that  was  made  to  the 
honour  of  the  houfe,  and  the  per- 
fuafives  that  were  held  out  to  con- 
liftency  and  perfeyerance.  A  mif- 
taken  notion  of  honour  was  calcu¬ 
lated  to  plunge  the  houfe  into  dif¬ 
ficulties,  which  it  fhould  be  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  every  honed:  man  to  oppofe 
and  prevent.  It  was  an  impreffion 
of  falfe  honour  that  fet  the  houfe 
of  commons  at  variance  with  their 
conftiiuents  on  the  great  quefiion 
of  the  Middlefex  election.  It  was 
an  appeal  to  the  honour  of  the  houfe 
that  had  procured  fupport  to  the 
American  war ;  gentlemen,  having 
once  voted  for  it,  were  called  upon 
to  a£t  with  confifteney,  and  not  be¬ 
tray  the  dignity,  the  pride  and  the 
refpedf,  which,  it  was  contended, 
had  flood  committed  from  the  firft 
vote  into  which  the  houfe  had  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  fubjedt. 

For  the  country  gentlemen,  they 
'prged  Mr.  Pitt  to  move  the  previous 
queffion  upon  thefe  refolutions,  and 
fjthen  to  bsing  forward  a  motion  for 
refcinding  all  the  refqlutions  into 
which  the  houfe  had  entered  againffc 
|he  prefect  miniflers.  In  both  thefe 
meafures  they  would  fupport  him  ; 
hut  if  he  declined  thefe  fteps,  it 


was  confefTed  by  feveral  of  them, 
and  particularly  by  Mr.  Powys, 
that  they  thought  the  houfe  could 
not  put  a  negative  upon  the  prefent 
motion. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied,  that  he  fhould 
certainly  be  ylad  to  have  the  refo- 
lutions  already  upon  the  journals 
re-confidered,  with  a  view  to  their 
being  refcinded,  but  he  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  give  the  prefent 
motion  his  diredt  negative.  The 
reduction  of  the  great  majority,  by 
which  the  oppofition  had  carried 
their  firft  queftion,  into  the  trifling 
one  by  which  his  India,  bill  had 
been  rejected,  .mu ft  convince  them 
of  the  decline  of  their  caufe  and 
the  hopeleffhefs  of  their  proceed¬ 
ings. 

It  had  been  urged,  faid  Mr.  Prtf9 
as  a  ftep  requifite,  on  his  part,  to  a 4 
union  of  parties,  that  he  fhould  re- 
fign  the  offices  with  which  bis  fove- 
reign  had  honoured  him.  To  this 
he  mull  obferve,  that  he  torefaw 
the  greateft  evils  to  the  nation  from 
fuch  a  proceeding,  and  that,  cir- 
cumftanced  as  he  was,  neither  bis 
principles  nor  his  feelings  inclined 
him  to  a  compliance.  The  delicacy 
of  his  prefent  fituation  required 
diferetion  ;  and  he  was  determined 
to  fuftain  it  with  as  much  firmnefs 
and  decency  as  he  could.  This  re- 
folution  was  the  refult  of  delibera¬ 
tion,  and  no  invective  or  afperfion 
from,  his  opponents  fhould  induce 
him  to  counteract  the  dictates  of  his 
own  judgment.  This  direction,  he 
trufted,  would  not  lead  him  into 
any  very  palpable  miftake ;  and 
while  he  retained  a  confidence  of 
that  fort,  it  was  in  vain  to  expefl 
that  he  would  become  the  dupe  of 
the  llratagems  of  any  man. 

Mr.  Pitt  confidered  the  refolu¬ 
tions  of  the  houfe  of  commons  as 
by  no  means  binding  upon  tfie 
principles  of  an  individual.  The 
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tery  bulwark  of  our  conftitution 
was  freedom  of  fpeaking  and  free¬ 
dom  of  a  ft  ion.  The  control  of 
parliament  could  not  reach  to  thefe 
things,  and  could,  not  make  that  a 
fpecies  of  condudt  to  be  avoided  bv 
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the  individual,  which  had  before 
been  his  duty  and  his  honour.  If 
however  the  houfe  i  11  lifted  upon 
the  diimiffion  of  minifters,  if  they 
believed  them  to  be  as  criminal  as 
they  were  infinuated  to  be,  the  road 
to  their  removal  was  open.  There 
were  two  conft  tutional  means  that 
might  be  employed  for  this  purpofe; 
they  might  either  bv  impeachment 
proceed  againft  them  for  their 
crimes,  or  they  might  go  up  imme¬ 
diately  with  an  add  refs  to  the  crown. 
The  charge  therefore,  of  their  dif- 
turbing  the  tranquility  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  of  their  impeding  the  bu- 
iinefs  of  the  public,  was  invidious 
and  groundlels.  Why  did  not  the 
leaders  of  oppofition  come  boldly 
forward  and  urge  the  houfe  to  one 
or  other  of  thefe  decilive  fteps  ?  It 
was  as  futile  as  it  was  improper  to 
be  coming  down  from  time  to  time 
founding  the  minds  of  gentlemen, 
and  exciting  them  to  crowd  the 
jftandard  of  oppofition  to  a  miniftry 
which  they  had  it  fo  much  in  their 
power  to  remove.  It  would  be  more 
manly  and  more  candid  at  once  to 
pronounce  their  fentence,  and  de¬ 
cide  upon  their  fate.  For  the  pre- 
fent  meafure,  it  wanted  the  humi¬ 
lity  and  refpedt  of  an  addrefs,  at 
the  fame  time  that  it  determined 
nothing.  It  Was  fallen  in  its  afpedt, 
and  it  approached  the  throne  in  a 
way  by  which  the  crown  could  re¬ 
turn  no  aedwer,  and  which  pre  • 
vented  them  from  hearing  the  gra¬ 
cious  fentiments  of  his  majefty  upon 
the  fubjedf. 

Mr.  Fox  obferved  upon  the  iu- 
confiftency  of  minifters  in  blaming 
a  meafure  as  harfti,  and  at  the  fame 


time  urging  the  houfe  to  a  meafure 
much  ftronger  and  more  ferious.  A 
charge  was  demanded,  and  an  ad¬ 
d-refs  urged.  Before  parliament  adopt¬ 
ed  either  the  one  or  the  other,  it  was 
fit  that  the  world  fhould  be  apprised 
who  it  was  called  f  a-  an  addrefs,  who 
challenged  a  charge,  who  rendered 
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both  neeeftary  .  And  was  Mr.  Pitt  pre¬ 
pared  to  juftify  this  ftrong  and  indif- 
penfible  exertion  to  that  houfe,  to  his 
own  mind,  and  to  his  country  ? 

But  it  was  now  fufficiently  ran- 
nifeft,  if  there  had  been  before 
an  individual  unconvinced  of  it, 
that  Mr.  Pitt  coniidered  him- 
lelf  as  luperior  to  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  he  ftood  forward 
as  the  uncouftitutional  minifter  of 
the  crown,  and  in  this  chara&er.de- 
fpifed  the  refolutions  of  that  figni- 
nificant  aifembly.  The  houfe  was 
of  confequence  reduced  to  the  dif- 
agreeable  and  mortifying  fituation 
of  being  1  limited  and  defpifed  by 
one  of  its  own  members  with  im¬ 
punity.  Was  itpoftibfe,  when  things 
were  fairly  and  deliberately  conii¬ 
dered,  to  account  for  the  obitinacy 
of  the  minifter?  What  motive 
could  prevail  with  him  thus  to  tan¬ 
talize  the  public,  and  to  trifle  with 
the  welfare  and  the  confutation  of 
England  ?  By  what  topics  could 
the  feeret  ad.vifcrs  of  the  king  de¬ 
lude  at  once  the  mailer  and  the  fer- 
va n  t  ?  Vv  a  s  i  r  p  t ,  Hi  b  1  e  t  h  e  y  c  o  u  1  d 
perfuade  the  minifter,  that  he  would 
depart  from  his  own  dignity  by  ac¬ 
ceding  to  the  wifnes  of  that  houfe  ? 
Where  was  the  condefeenfton  in 
yielding  his  judgment  to  theirs,  and 
preferring  the  collected  wiftiom  of 
parliament  to  his  own  underhand- 
ing  ?  In  his  mind,  inftead  of  let¬ 
ting  him  down,  it  would  give  a  new 
luftre  to  his  character;  it  vyould 
fhew  that  he  was  not  blinded  by  a 
momentary  exaltation,  and  that  he 
had  not  thrown  the  reins  upon  the 
E  4  neck 


neck  of  preemption  and  felf-con- 
fidence. 

But  they  were  told  that  it  was  a 
leffening  of  majefty  to  fuppofe  his 
choice  in  this  inftance  to  have 
proved  abortive.  “  O  foohfh  ad- 
vifers  of  the  king  !”  exclaimed  Mr. 
Box.  a  He,  whole  moft  glorious 
and  only  throne  is  m  the  hearts  of  a 
loyal  and  grateful  people,  to  be  thus 
at  variance  with  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  dees  your  advice  peculiar 
credit!  Ye  would  honour  him 
with  the  fouled:  dishonour  that  can 
ever  happen  to  a  lovereign  !  Ye 
would  exhibit  him  over  all  Europe, 
not  as  poffeffing  the  cordiality  of  his 
fubjects,  but  as  fquabbling  and  con¬ 
tending  with  thofe,  on  whom  he  de¬ 
pends,  from  whom  his  fupplies  ori¬ 
ginate,  and  without  Whom  his  pre¬ 
rogatives  are  fnfigr.ificant  and  ufe- 
lefs.  We  would  make  him  refpedted 
all  over  the  world,  we  ivould  make 
him  a  bleffing  to  his  fubjedts,  we 
would  make  his  reign  happy  to 
himfelf,  and  happy  to  all  who  are 
interefted  in  his  prosperity.  We 
would  make  him  the  glorious  and 
patriotic  monarch  of  a  wife,  con¬ 
tented  and  pacific  nation,”  Upon 
the  two  laft  refolutions  the  houfe 
divided;  the  former  being  carried 
by  a  majority  of  19,  and  the  latter 
by  a  majority  of  2 4. 

On  the  nth  of  February  the 
meeting  of  the  country  gentlemen 
at  the  St.  Albans  tavern  came  to  a 
refolution  declaratory  of  their  opi¬ 
nion,  “  That  an  adminiftration, 
founded  on  the  total  exciufion  of 
the  members  of  the  laid  or  of  the 
prefent  adminifiration,  Would  be 
inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  affairs.”  This  refolution  was 
the  fame  day  read  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  in  confequence  the 
perfons  principally  concerned  fuc- 
ceffivcly  rofe  to  deliver  their  fen- 
timents  upon  the  fubject,  Mr?  Fox 


declared  himfelf  a  friend  to  the 
union.  He  obferved  that  this  was 
not  a' period  that '  admitted  of  any 
regard  to  the  little  punctilios  of 
perfoual  importance,  and  that  the 
various  neceihVies  that  prefled  upon 
their  attention,  required  an  imme¬ 
diate  and  decifive  remedy.  The  late  ( 
tranlaitions  between  Raffia  and  the 
Porte,  and  our  relative  fituation  with 
foreign  powers,  called  for  a  manage¬ 
ment,  to  which  the  confidence  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  was’  eflential, 
and  which,  according  as  we  ac¬ 
quitted  ourfelves,  might  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  befit  or  the  molt  per¬ 
nicious  confequences.  The  report 
which  had  been  juft  laid  upon  the 
table  from  the  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  illicit  practices 
that  were  ufed  in  defrauding  the 
revenue,  demanded  an  immediate- 
and  effectual  attention.  It  two 
millions  annually  were  to  be  faved 
to  this  country,  the  reform,  how¬ 
ever  neceftary,  could  fcareely  be 
received  with  cordiality  in  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  and  mu  ft: 
therefore  demand  harmony  in  our 
government  and  confidence  in  ad- 
miniftration.  The  credit  of  the 
ftate  called  for  every  fpecies  of  fup- 
port,  and  this  would  inevitably  oc* 
cafion  taxes  to  an  unprecedented 
extent.  The  meafures  which  could 
no  longer  be  with-held  in  ccmfiftency 
with  the  public  fafety,  involved  hi 
their  execution  a  degree  of  unpo¬ 
pularity,  that  no  miniftry  could  ven¬ 
ture  to  encounter  without  the  fup- 
port  of  a  great  and  refpe£lable  ma¬ 
jority  of  that  houfe,  Thefe  and, 
various  other  confiderations  caufed 
the  aeceifity  of  an  immediate  union 
cl  parties  to  Hare  every  man  in  the 
face. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Fox  in* 
treated  thofe  gentlemen,  who  fo 
laudably  endeavoured  to  bring  about 
an  union,  not  to  fuffer  therofelves 


FOREIGN  HISTOR  Y. 


to  be  hurried  away  with  an  idea  that 
It  was  ealily  to  be  produced.  Union 
‘might  live  upon  the  tongues  of  men 
when  there  was  no  cordiality  and  no 
harmony  in  their  fentiments.  To 
all  appearance  indeed  union  might 
exiil,  but  in  fa  at  difunion  and  di¬ 
ll  r  a  dtion  \yould  only  be  found  in  the 
council,  it  the  iever.il  parties,  how- 
ever  they7-  might  differ  in  particular 
points,  did  not  all  Hand  upon  one 
great  and  broad  principle.  He  had 
already  experienced  this  misfortune 
in  one  of  the  two  governments  in 
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which  he  had  borne  a  part ;  and  he 
had  rather,  if  a  union  upon  princi¬ 
ple  could  not  be  expended,  that  no 
union  at  all  fhould  take  place.  He 
had  rather  differ  in  that  houfe,  where 
he  could  affign  his  reafons,  and  where 
the  houfe  could  decide,  than  in  a  li- 
tuation  the  nature  of  which  was, 
that  a  man  could  not  relate  the 
caufes  of  the  difference.  An  union 
hot  founded  upon  principle  would 
be  fallacious,  and  infinitely  more 
dangerous  to  the  country,  than  the 
divifions  which  at  this  time  prevail¬ 
ed  within  the  wails  of  that  houfe. 

The  houfe  however  feemed  fo 
generally  interefted  m  the  idea  of  a 
coalition,  that  Mr.  Fox  thought 
them  entitled  to  as  full  an  explana¬ 
tion  on  that  head  as  he  was  able  to 
give  them.  He  paid  many  compli¬ 
ments  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  abilities  ;  he  re- 
fpedted  what  he  had  always  under¬ 
wood  to  be'  his  political  principles  ; 
none  of  thefe  did  any  one  with  w horn 
he  h  ad  converfed  wifli  him  to  re¬ 
nounce.  It  was  obvious  that  at  leaf 
on  his  part  there  could  be  no  ahitno- 
fity  or  Tpleen,  that  could  hand  in 
the  way  of  a  compliance  with  the 
wifhes  of  the  houfe.  Whatever 
might  have  occurred  in  the  heat  of. 
debate,  he  t ruffed  the  right  honour¬ 
able  gentlemen  and  himfelf  were 
alike  fenfibie,  that  there  could  be  no 
perfonal  contention  and  no  perfonal 
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difrefpeft  between  them.  What 
was  the  objedt  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  ambi¬ 
tion  ?  Was  it  not  glory,  a  reputa¬ 
tion  grafted  on  the  advantage  which 
he  truiled  the  country  might  oner 
day  reap  from  his  exertions  in  her 
fcrvice  ?  A  nobler,  a  more  magna¬ 
nimous  pallion  he  would  Fay,  never 
fired  the  human  bread;  and  who¬ 
ever  was  not  animated  by  fuch  a 
principle,  did  not  deferve  any  fhare 
in  the  public  confidence,  was  no  pro¬ 
per  object  of  popular  approbation, 
was  not  an  eligible  candidate  for 
Englifii men’s  attention  and  applaufe. 
Here  alio  he  was  not  without  hopes, 
that  he  fhould  be  permitted  to  puc 
in  his  claim  to  a  fhare  in  the  fame 
principle.  He  protefied  that  every 
other  confideration  was  in  his  opi¬ 
nion  trivial  and  of  no  weight ;  that 
no  facnfice  was  too  great  to  be  of¬ 
fered  at  fuch  a  flinne,  and  that 
he  would  go  any  lengths  with  the 
man,  who  would  meet  him  upon  this 
truly  glorious,  patriotic  and  confii- 
tutional  ground. 

Mr.  Fox  did  not  well  apprehend 
where  the  difference  between  him. 
and  Mr.  Pitt  with  refpedt  to  m ca¬ 
lf  res  could  lie.  For  their  feveral 
plans  of  reform  in  the  government 
01.  India,  though  already  decided  by 
the  houfe,  he  was  Fill  willing  to  ac¬ 
commodate  as  far  as  poffibie.  He 
had  already  conceded  the  affair  of 
the  patronage  ;  and  if  any  difcord- 
ance  of  opinion  fhould  continue  on 
that  head,  he  faw  no  impropriety  in 
fubmitting  the  whole  to  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  parliament.  The  only  cb- 
ftacle  then  which  remained,  wras  die 
prefent  fi tuation  of  Mr.  Pitt.  Rea¬ 
dy  as  he  was  to  liftcn  to  the  propo- 
fai  of  an  union,  he  muff  notwith- 
Handing  declare,  that  he  could  not 
treat  with  men  who  refufed  to  treat 
on  conftitutional  grounds.  There 
could  be  no  cordial,  no  firm  or  ef¬ 
ficient  yoion,  till  the  right  honour¬ 
able 
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able  gentleman  and  bis  party  fub- 
mitted  to  the  voice  and  the  dignity 
of  parliament.  From  this  point  it 
was  impoffible  to  recede  without  fa- 
crificing  at  once  his  perfonal  ho¬ 
nour  and  the  conftitutional  conie- 
quence  of  ths  people  of  England. 

Mr.  Pitt  gave  his  entire  affent  to 
what  had  been  laid  by  Mr.  Fox 
upon  the  fubjeffi  of  perfonal  con¬ 
federations.  If  they  could  agree 
upon  every  thing  elfe,  it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  impoffible  they  fhould  differ 
upon  that  head.  There  might 
however  be  men,  againfr  whom  he 
had  no  perfonal  diflike,  whole  pri¬ 
vate  character  he  revered,  whole 
abilities  were  eminent,  and  with 
whom  notwithstanding,  he  could 
never  bring  himfelf  to  a  Ft  in  the 
cabinet.  With  refpedt  to  the  India 
bill,  there  were  points  he  had  hi¬ 
therto  maintained,  and  from  which 
he  felt  not  the  lead  difpolition  to 
recede.  And,  if  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  coming  into  office  fhould 
be  the  occafion  of  no  other  good, 
than  that  of  fuch  a  melioration  of 
this  fyllem,  as  would  remove  hisap- 
prehenfions  for  the  conflitution,  he 
fhould  find  great  confolation  in  this, 
though  his  other  objedtions  fhould 
be  left  in  as  much  force  as  ever. 
For  the  reft,  he  had  faid  before, 
and  he  would  repeat  again,  that 
there  was  no  law  in  this  kingdom 
that  made  it  criminal  in  him  to  re¬ 
main  in  office  in  contradiction  to  a 
refolution  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons.  He  would  however  admit, 
that  the  confidence  of  that  houfe 
was  abfolutely. neceffary,  and  that 
an  adminiflration  could  not  lafl  that 
did  not  poffefs  it.  But  when  he 
conlidered  the  duty  he  owed  to  his 
fovereign  and  the  people,  he  could 
not  reconcile  the  refigning  to  that 
duty  or  to  his  own  honour,  till  a 
profpeet  fhould  be  opened  for  the 
forming  an  adminiflration  by  whom 


the  country  might  be  effectually 
lerved.  Whenever  that  period 
fhould  arrive,  he  trufted  it  would 
be  found  that  he  was  not  tenacious 
of  power,  or  defirous  to  cling  to 
office,  but  that  he  was  actuated 
folely  by  public  and  patriotic  con- 
iiderations.  With  thefe  difpoii- 
tions  how  paltry  would  it  be  in 
him  to  refign  for  the  foie  purpofe 
of  treating-  about  returning  back 
into  office  ?  With  what  regard  to 
perfonal  honour  or  public  prin¬ 
ciple  could  it  be  expected,  that  he 
would  content,  as  Mr.  Powys  had 
exprefled  it,  to  the  marching  out 
with  a  halter  about  his  neck,  then 
change  his  armour,  and  meanly 
beg  to  be  re-admitted  as  a  volun¬ 
teer  in  the  army  of  the  enemy. 
To  put  himfelf  in  fuch  a  predi¬ 
cament,  and  to  trull  the  foe  to 
loofen  the  halter,  and  reilore  him 
to  liberty  and  honour,  was  an  hu-  * 
miliation  to  which  neither  he,  nor 
much  greater  men,  with  -whom  he 
acted  and  whofe  fenfiments  he  de¬ 
livered  ,  would  ever  condefcend. 

Lord  North  readily  perceived 
that  it  was  to  him  that  Mr.  Pitt 
alluded  as  the  perfon  with  whom 
he  could  not  unite.  But  from 
whatever  quarter  that  language 
might  come,  with  whatever  flow 
of  words  or  elegance  of  phrafe  it 
might  be  delivered,  he  would  never 
deiert  or  be  driven  from  the  ground 

o  o 

on  which  he  flood  in  the  country, 
to  gratify  the  whim,  the  caprice, 
or  the  unreafonable  prejudice  of 
any  individual.  Confident  and  re- 
folute  however  as  he  felt,  when  he 
conlidered  the  language  of  Mr. 
Pitt  on  that  fide,  there  was  another 
view  in  which  the  calamities  of  the 
nation  and  the  diffraction  of  public 
affairs  inclined  him  to  pay  Lome  at¬ 
tention  to  it.  If  in  the  opinion  of 
the  public  at  large  he  fhould  be 
found  the  obffacle  to  the  formation 
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tot  that  Fable,  extended  and  united 
adminiftration,  which  the  prelent 
diffractions  required,  he  would  ne¬ 
ver  hand  in  the  way  of  fo  great  and 
neceflary  a  meafure.  He  appealed 
to  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  life, 
and  warmly  declared,  that  no  love 
of  power,  no  delire  of  emolument, 
no  incitements  of  ambition  fhould 
ever  induce  him  to  hand  between 
the  wifli.es  and  the  welfare  of  his 
country.  But  in  this  day  of  con- 
ceflion  for  the  pubi  c  benefit,  con¬ 
tinued  he,  Mr.  Pitt  avoids  the  fub- 
jniflions  that  he  owes  to  the  houfe 
oi  commons,  but  dates  it  as  a  matter 
of  principle  to  exclude  lord  North. 
Pie  was  but  a  trifling  object  indeed 
compared  with  the  conflitution  of 
Britain,  and  the  honour,  the  repu¬ 
tation  and  dignity  of  that  houfe. 
Let  Mr.  Pitt  dii'cha  ^e  what  he 
owed  to  them,  and  it  was  or  little 
comparative  .onfequenee  what  be¬ 
came  of  himfelf.  Let  Mr.  Pitt 
bend  his  fullen  dignity  to  the  con- 
Aitution,  and  though  his  lordflrp 
would  not  retire  to  gratify  the  un¬ 
founded  prejudices  of  any  man,  yet 
neither  would  he  allow  any  man  to 
furpafs  him  in  veneration  for  the 
conflitution  and  attachment  to  the 
interefls  of  this  country. 

The  declarations  of  lord  North 
were  received  with  the  highell  ap- 
plaufe  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Mr.  Marfliam  immediately  role  to 
return  his  lincere  and  hearty  thanks 
to  that  nobleman  for  a  conduct  fo 
upright,  fo  diflnterefled,  fo  patri¬ 
otic,  ,and  fo  noble.  The  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer,  he  laid,  mult 
now  be  fenfible  that  whatever  ob- 
flacle  might  fubiiit  to  an  union 
relied  with  him.  He  was  now 
called  upon  to  relign,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  that  had  been  pointed  out  by 
the  leaders  of  the  oppolite  party. 
Let  him  do  this,  and  if  he  fhould 
afterwards  find  any  of  thofe  .difii- 
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culties  about  perfonal  confidera- 
tions  that  were  now  difclaimed,  he 
might  then  refume  his  prefent  em¬ 
ployment,  and  upon  Hating  the 
treatment  he  received  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  obtain  an  ample  fupport 
from  that  houfe.  Mr.  Powys,  who, 
upon  former  occafions,  had  treated 
lord  North  with  much  afperity, 
upon  this  occaflon  declared  that  he 
was  notone  of  thofe  who  would  infill 
upon  fecluding  him  from  a  (hare  in 
a  future  adminiftration.  Of  Mr. 
Pitt  he  had  ftill  the  higheft  opinion, 
and  he  confided  in  his  good  fenfe, 
his  virtue,  and  his  patriotifm,  that 
he  would  deliberately  confider  the 
merits  of  his  fituation,  and  yield 
to  the  preffing  calls  of  his  country-, 
Mr.  Powys  had  alfo  confidence  in 
Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends,  that  they 
had  fair  and  honourable  defigns  in 
the  propofition  which  they  had  fub- 
mitted  to  both  parties  as  the  ground 
of  an  union.  In  calling  upon  Mr. 
Pitt  to  refign  before  they  could  ne¬ 
gotiate,  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed 
that  they  meant  to  trick  him.  The 
whole  country  would  be  pledges 
to  him  of  their  honour  ;  the  coun¬ 
try  would  not  bear  to  fee  a  minif- 
try  formed  without  him.  Mr. 
Powys  added,  that  he  would  not 
prels  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  to  give  ail  anfwer  now  : 
on  the  contrary,  he  wiflied  him  to 
take  time  for  deliberation,  and  he 
doubted  not,  but  in  a  few  days, 
the  houfe  would  receive  fuch  an 
anfwer  as  would  remove  the  alarms 
and  reflore  the  harmony  and  happi- 
nel's  of  the  kingdom. 

A.  few  days  after  thefe  trans¬ 
actions,  Mr.  Pitt  caufed  it  to  be 
fignified  to  the  gentlemen  who  had 
particularly  intcrefted  themfelves 
in  the  bufinefs,  that  he  (fill  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  adhere  to  hi* 
former  fentiments,  and  to  refufe 
the  expedient  either  of  an  aCtual 
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or  virtual  refignation.  The  friends 
of  union  however  did  not  yet  de- 
fpair.  An  idea  occurred  to  them, 
which  they  thought  might  be  ma¬ 
tured  into  the  ground  of  an  inter¬ 
view,  without  any  concellion  of 
principle  on  either  fide.  The  idea 
was,  that  a  meflage  fliould  be  fent 
from  the  king  to  the  duke  of  Port¬ 
land.,  intimating,  that  it  was  his 
inajefty’s  defire,  that  the  duke 
fhould  have  a  conference  with  Mr. 
Pitt  for  the  purpofe  of  forming’  a 
new  adminiftration.  The  expedi¬ 
ent  was  accordingly  adopted,  and 
it  was  recommended  from  the  fo- 
vereign,  that  their  plan  fliould  be 
bulk  “  on  a  wide  balls  and  on  fair 
and  equal  terms.”  The  meflage 
was  regarded  by  the  duke  of  Port¬ 
land  as  fufnciently  adapted  in  its 
general  idea  to  remove  the  ernbar- 
raflinent  under  which  he  had  la¬ 
boured.  Still,  however,  he  wiflied, 
previously  to  a  conference,  to  have 
the  terms  of  the  meflage  fully 
xmderftood.  He  could  have  no 
objection  to  the  word  fair  ;  it  was 
a  general  term,  and  could  be  inter¬ 
preted  to  mean  nothing  flnifler  or 
difhonourable.  But  the  word  equal 
was  more  fpeoific  and  limited ; 
and  the  duke  of  Portland  thought 
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it.  ney diary,  previouily  to  a  negocia- 
tion,  that  Mr,  Pitt  fliould  explain 
what  was  the  lenfe  that  he  intend¬ 
ed  that  that  term  fliould  convey. 
In  anfwer  to  this  Mr.  Pitt  faid, 
that  in  his  mind  a  pcribnal  confer¬ 
ence  was  the  proper  place  for  all 
farther  explanations,  and  declared 
his  refolution  not  in  his  prefent 
fituation  to  defcend  to  particulars. 
In  this  fiage  of  the  bufinefs  the  ne- 
gociation  therefore  was  terminated, 
and  the  lafl  effort  of  the  meeting 


union  was  prevented  by  a  doubt 
refpedling  a  tingle  word,  ana 'were 
unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  no  difllonourable  ffep  in 
either  of  the  gentlemen  to  giv-e 
way,  and  might  be  highly  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  public  welfare.” 

It  may  be  neceflary  in  this  place 
to  explain,  what  was  precifely  the 
ground  of  the  final  feparation  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  ex-miniff 
ters-  This  is  not  upon  the  origi¬ 
nal  face  of  the  tranfadion  extreme¬ 
ly  clear,  and  it  underwent  much 
difcuffion  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Three  propofals  had  been  made  by 
the  duke  of  Portland  to  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  none  of 
which  were  accepted.  The  fir  It, 
that  the  duke  fliould  be  permitted 
to  eonflrue  the  meflage  of  Mr.  Pitt 
to  imply  a  virtual  refignation  :  fe- 
condly,  he  deiired  that  he  might 
receive  his  majefty’s  commands  re¬ 
lative  to  an  interview  from  the  fo- 
vereign  in  perfon  :  and  lafily,  he 
required  an  explanation  of  one  of 
the  terms  of  the  meflage.  The 
phrafe  of  equality  had  been  parti¬ 
cularly  objected  to  by  Mr,  Fox. 
He  regarded  it  as  delufive  ;  he  con- 
fidered  it  as  an  expreifion  that  af¬ 
forded  fmall  profpect  of  a  concilia¬ 
tion  ;  and  he  believed  that  it  was 
the  defign  of  minifters  merely  to 
form  an  oftenfible  arrangement  on 
the  balis  of  equal  numbers,  with¬ 
out  any  cordial  underftanding,  antj 
without  unity  of  principle.  In 
this  interpretation  he  had  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  referved  and  uncom¬ 
plying  tempejr  that  had  been  mani- 
felled  by  Mr.  Pitt  through  the 
whole  of  the  tranfacStion.  And 


at  the  St.  Albans  w~as  a  refolution 
into  which  they  entered,  “  that 
they  heard  with  infinite  concern 
Shat  all  farther  prog-refs  towards  an 


he  had  often  and  flrongly  declared, 
that  in  his  opinion-  a  greater  mif- 
fortune  could  not  happen  to  this 
country,  than,  that  under  the  co¬ 
lour  of  a  nominal  union,  there 
fliould  be  a  perpetual  firuggle  and 
4  con  ’ 
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Contention  of  frength  in  the  ca¬ 
binet,-  in  lie  ad  of  that  confidence, 
unanimity  and  co-operation,  which 
alone  could  be  productive  of  any 
eifential  fervice. 

Thus  it  was  that  that  profpedt  of 
reftoration  and  harmony,  which 
was  looked  forward  upon  with  de¬ 
light  by  multitudes  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  which  feme  of  the  molt 
refpeCtable  and  diiinterefled  cha¬ 
racters  it  had  to  boaft,  employed 
their  mod  ffrenitous  exertions  to 
effect,  proved  abortive.  Certain 
i?  is  that  many  and  very  important 
benefits  would  have  reflated  from 
this  meafure.  All  the  doubts  which 
had  fo  unfortunately  been  brought 
into  agitat  on  between  prerogative 
and  privilege,  might  have  been  re- 
fiored  to  the  venerable  and  un¬ 
violated  uncertainty  in  which  they 
had  fo  long  flood.  The  prefent 
sera  was  unqueftionably  to  be  con- 
lidered  as  a  crifis  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  this  country.  There  is  no 
fyftem  of  policy  that  has  not  its 
blind  fides  and  its  weakneffes,  that 
a  lincere  friend  will  not  be  apt  to 
divulge  and  proclaim.  Such  were 
the  points  of  whether  an  admini- 
fi  rat  ion  of  the  fovereign  could  hand 
in  the  defiance  of  the  votes  of  either 
houfe  of  parliament,  but  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  commons  ;  and  whe¬ 
ther  that  grand  referve  of  our  free¬ 
dom,  that  key-fione  to  the  arch  of 
our  liberties,  the  refufal  of  the 
fupplies,  might  upon  any  great 
and  alarming  event  be  called  into 
exercife.  With  whatever  popu¬ 
larity  and  eclat  the  late  tranfaffions 
were  attended,  however  neceffary 
and  indifpenfible  may  be  believed 
to  b®  their  effeffs,  thus  much  of 
tinhappinefs  mull  at  lead  be  con- 
feffed  to  be  included  in  them.  Af¬ 
ter  an  uninterrupted  harmony  be¬ 
tween  the  prince  and  the  republican 
part  of  this  con  fli  tut  ion.  bom  the 
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acceffion  of  the  prefent  illuflrious 
houfe,  the  queflions  we  have  enu¬ 
merated  were  poiitively  decided  iff 
one  inllance  again!!  the  nation  at 
large,  and  the  latter  of  them  per¬ 
haps  irrevocably  and  unappealably 
decided.  Wh£t  confecpiences  the 
judgment  may  have  upon  the  fu~ 
ture'  hiliory  of  this  country  is  yet 
unknown.  We  prefume  not  to 
diffolve  the  charm,  and  invade  the- 
lilence:  a  few  more  revolutions  of 
adminiflration  will,  it  is  to  be  fup-* 
poled,  precifely  afeertain  it. 

But,  if  the  mifearriage  of  thefe 
negociations  is  calculated  to  ex¬ 
cite  in  us  fome  regret,  it  is  perhaps 
to  be  confeffed,  on  the  other  hand., 
that  nothing  beautiful,  nothing  fo- 
lid,  nothing  permanent,  could  have 
been  predicted  from  their  fuccefs* 
It  is  irrfpoffible  that  a  long  and 
animated  courfe  of  oppofition  diould 
exift  between  two  parties,  without 
leaving  behind  it  fome  fparks  of 
rancour,  fome  touches  of  jeaIoufys. 
and  fome  cord  and  unconciliating^ 
referves.  Thefe  were  particularly 
vilible,  as  was  natural,  on  the  fide 
of  the  minifler,  pofi'effed  of  power^ 
as  he  conceived,  in  an  honourable 
manner  and  from  unquefionable 
authoritv,  barraffed  and  tormented 
by  what  he  regarded  as  an  un¬ 
principled  oppofition,  and  not  ria« 
turally  endowed,  fliall  we-  add„ 
with  that  kind  of  liberality  which 
makes  improbable  allowances,  he 
could  not  receive  gracefully  and 
with  good  humour  his  enemies  into 
that  fortrefs  in  the  defence  of  which 
he  prided  himfelf.  Something  too 
was  to  be  conlidered  with  refpedb 
to  the  two  conftitutional  queftions 
we  have  fated.  That  of  the  fup¬ 
plies  was  yet  in  embryo a  veil 
might,  be  fuccefsfully  drawn  over 
it,  and  the  attempt  that  had  been 
made,  would  be  a  precedent,  rather 
favourable  than  unfavourable  to 
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the  rights  of  the  commons.  But 
the  other  queftion,  that  of  the  dil- 
miffion  of  adminiftration,  was  far¬ 
ther  advanced.  The  example  had 
been  heid  out,  and  each  party  in¬ 
filled  upon  a  decifion  in  its  favour. 
The  minifter  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  flighted  retractation  upon 
this  head  would  be  a  diminution  of 
his  honour;  and  the  oppofition 
certainly  could  not  give  up  the 
queftion,  without  explicitly  de» 
elating,  in  the  face  ot  the  world, 
that  all  the  complaints  they  had 
Hiade,  all  the  remonftrances  that 
had  refounded  from  one  end  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other,  were  pointed 
at  only  one  objed,  the  recovery 
and  eftabliihment  of  their  power. 

As  it  was  well  known  that  a  ma¬ 
jority  in  the  houie  of  lords  was 
favourable  to  the  prefent  admini- 
ftration,  it  was  with  fome  degree  of 
eager  nefs  ex  peeled  by  many,  that 
they  emld  take  the  field  upon  this 
important  occafion,  and  meet  the 
refolutions  of  the  commons  by 
counter-refolutions  on  their  parr. 
The  great  excellence  of  our  con- 
ftitution  was  laid  by  thefe  men  to 
be  the  checks  and  controls  it  in¬ 
cluded.  Whenever  one  branch  of 
the  legiftature  exceeded  the  bounds 
to  which  it  was  originally  rell rift¬ 
ed,  there  ftill  remained  virtue 
enough  in  the  others  to  bring  back 
the  deviating  principle  to  its  pecu¬ 
liar  channel.  It  was  the  bufinels 
of  the  lords  in  particular,  by  the 
gravity  and  the  conftancy  of  their 
character,  from  time  to  time  to 
check  the  madnefs  of  a  popular 
afiembly.  Earl  Temple,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  feffion,  had  told  the 
lords  that  they  had  brought  an 
eternal  blot  upon  their  names  by 
the  filence  and  fupinenefs  with 
which  they  had  buffered  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  defperate  factions  to  feize 
upon  the  cloiet  of  the  fovereign. 


But  thefe  violent  counfels  did  not 
feem  to  coincide  with  the  general 
fentiment.  The  lords  were  oblig¬ 
ed,  however  unwilling,  tacitly  to 
confefs  their  inferiority  in  the  fcale 
of  the  legiftature.  If  the  fenfe  of 
the  nation  were  not  found  to  com- 
cide  with  their  meafures,  the  vehe- 
mence  of  their  proceedings  would 
only  hold  them  up  to  general  ridi¬ 
cule.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
new  admin; ftration  were  fupported 
by  that  fenfe,  their  interference 
would  be  ufelefs  and  nugatory. 
The  conduft  of  the  lords  in  the  re¬ 
jection  of  the  India  bill  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  fome  circumftances 
that  did  not  increafe  their  popu¬ 
larity  and  illuftrate  their  dignity, 
in  the  opinion  even  of  the  greateft 
enemies  of  that  bill.  And  their 
aftiftaiice  was  not  required  to.  hold 
up  a  fignal,  and  to  animate  the 
courage  of  the  public.  The  no¬ 
velty  of  an  adminift ration  exifting 
independent  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  and  the  ferene  and  placid 
countenance  they  maintained  in 
the  midft  of  every  attack  that  could 
be  direbled  againft  them,  was  abun¬ 
dantly  fufficient  for  this  purpofe. 

A  medium  however,  after  fome 
deliberation,  fuited  to  the  circum¬ 
ftances  of  the  public,  was  believed 
to  be  found  between  thefe  oppo- 
lite  di regions.  They  might,  with¬ 
out  aiming  to  be  particularly  for¬ 
ward  in  the  bufinefs,  buffer  them- 
felves  to  confider,  whether  an  ab- 
folute  and  uninterrupted  filence 
would  be  perfectly  honourable ; 
and  whether  a  grave  and  folitary 
declaration  of  their  fentiments 
might  not  add  fomewhat  to  their 
confideration  and  refpehfability.  It 
vras  from  ideas  of  this  kind,  that,  on 
the  4th  day  of  February,  the  earl 
of  Effinghani  fubmitted  two  refo- 
lutions  to  the  houfe,  the  latter  of 
which,  if  carried,  he  propoled  to 
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follow  with  an  addrefs  to  the  crown . 
Each  of  the  resolutions  was  ground¬ 
ed  upon  two  Several  refoiu  ions  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  the  firll  of 
the  24th  of  December,  reilricting 
the  lords  of  the  treafury  from  giv¬ 
ing  their  confent  to  the  acceptance  ' 
of  certain  bills  to  be  drawn  from 
India  ;  and  the  Second  of  the  ?  6th 
of  January,  declaring  44  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  prefent  minillers  in 
office  to  be  contrary  to  conSlitu- 
tional  principles,  and  injurious  to 
the  interefts  of  the  king  and  his 
people.”  In  reply  to  thefe  resolu¬ 
tions,  the  earl  of  Effingham  moved 
the  houfe  of  lords  to  refolve,  firil, 
4:4  That  an  attempt  in  any  one 
branch  of  the  legislature  to  Sufpend 
the  execution  of  law,  by  Separately 
aH'u  in  mg  to  it  Self  the  direction  of  a 
diScretionary  power  veiled  by  act 
pf  parliament,  was  uncohlli  tut¬ 
orial.”  Secondly,  44  That  by  the 
known  principles  of  this  confuta¬ 
tion,  the  undoubted  authority  of 
appointing  to  the  great  offices  of 
executive  government  was  Solely 
veiled  in  the  king,  and  that  that 
houfe  had  every  reafon  to  place  the 
firmed;  reliance  in  his  majeSly’s 
wifdom  in  the  exdrcife  of  this  pre¬ 
rogative.”  The  addrefs  laid  the 
fenfe  of  this  refolution  at  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  and  earned ly  af- 
fured  the  Sovereign  that  in  this  re¬ 
liance  they  would  upon  all  occa¬ 
sions  Support  him  in  the  juil  exer- 
cife  of  his  prerogative.  Lord  Ef¬ 
fingham,  in  recommendation  of 
his  motions,  referred  to  a  Similar 
refolution  of  the  houfe  of  lords  in 
1704;  and  concluded  his  fpeech 
with  a  warm  eulogium  of  the  pre¬ 
fent  adminillration  for  their  upright 
and  patriotic  intentions  to  ferve 
their  country,  and  rel'cue  the  con¬ 
stitution  from  the  unwarrantable 
attacks  of  a  faction,  that  had  more 
at  heart  its  own  Selfilh  views  than 


the  good  of  the  Slate.  He  was  par¬ 
ticularly  animated  in  his  panegyric 
upon  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  and  Spoke  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  difpofed  of  the  clerk¬ 
ship  of  the  pells  as  a  thing  entirely 
unexampled. 

Lord  Loughborough  replied,  and 
pointed  his  opposition  particularly 
againft  the  firtl  refolution.  H« 
Slated  the  defign  of  the  act  of  par¬ 
liament  by  which  the  discretion  was 
conferred  in  the  exercife  of  which 
the  houfe  of  commons  had  thought 
proper  to  interfere  with  their  ad¬ 
vice.  He  declared  that  he  well 
remembered  the  paffing  of  the  bill, 
and  the  nature  of  the  difeuffions  by 
which  its  prog-refs  had  been,  at¬ 
tended.  It  had  become  neceffary 
to  allow  to  the  treafury  a  difere- 
tionary  power,  as  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the 
bills  that  would  be  presented  for 
acceptance.  The  fum  of  soo,oocl. 
had  therefore  been  aSfumed  as  a 
kind  of  medium  that  parliament 
thought  proper  to  prelcribe,  but 
which  might  occasionally  be  ex¬ 
ceeded  by  the  fum  of  10, oco  1# 
i  ^,000  L  or  20,000  1.  The  houfe 
of  commons  had  underilood  the  act: 
of  parliament  in  its  true  fenfe ; 
and  it  being  notorious  that  bills  to 
the  enormous  amount  of  more  than 
2,000,000 1,  had  been  Sent  over, 
or  were  expected,  they  thought  it 
a  prudent  and  a  wife  thins-  in  the 
prefent  circumftances  of  India  af¬ 
fairs  to  vote  the  refolution  in  ques¬ 
tion.  The  aft  of  parliament  it  was 
clear  had  been  formed  with  no  ex¬ 
pectation  ol  So  extriordinary  a 
conjuncture.  The  refolution  was 
merely  and  Simply  a  hint,  a  piece 
of  advice,  which  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  were  perfectly  jullified  ir* 
adopting.  It  was  with  the  houfe 
of  commons  that  the  revenues  of 
this  country  were  originated.  It 
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was  their  peculiar  province  to 
watch  over  and  control  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  public  money.  He  de¬ 
precated  the  ill  effects  which  Would 
rcfult  from  the  houl'e  of  lords  en¬ 
tering  into  counter  refolutions. 
The  confequence  mu  ft  be  a  diften- 
tion  between  the  two  hordes,  a  di¬ 
minution  of  that  confequence  and 
thofe  privileges,  which  depended 
upon,  their  harmony,  and  an  ap¬ 
proach  to  that  unfortunate  irate, 
when  the  houfe  ©fi  commons  had 
■voted  their  lordfhips  to  be  ule- 
lefs. 

Earl  Fitzwilliam  entered  at  con- 
iiderable  detail  into  the  merits  of 
the  new  premier.  If  the  fittiation 
of  Mr.  Pitt  at  the  head  of  adminif- 
tration  was  to  be  made  the  ground 
of  voting  the  p  relent  refolutions, 
he  faid,  he  muft  entirely  diffent  from 
them,  and  defire  not  to  have  his 
name  included  in  the  lift  of  thofe, 
who  were  willing  to  iubfcribe  to 
all  that  was  laid  in  his  favour.  It 
would  in  his  opinion  have  been 
fl range  indeed  ii  the  chancellor  ol 
the  exchequer  had  not  ftill  fome 
lhare  of  popularity  ;  but  it  might 
deferve  the  attention  of  the  houfe, 
that  they  were  thofe  very  circum- 
Itances  that  were  molt  incompatible 
with  his  official  iituation,  that  were 
not  a  little  calculated  to  command 
the  general  fuffrage.  His  youth, 
his  inexperience,  his  prcdiledtion 
for  the  court,  and  his  feclufion 
from  thofe  circles  to  which  his 
equals  in  fortune  and  rank  com¬ 
monly  retorted,  were  fabts  which 
would  always  have  their  weight  in 
this  country  and  with  all  the  world. 
But  Purely  thele,  however  valuable 
they  might  be  in  a  private  gentle¬ 
man,  and  whatever  applaufe  they 
were  calculated  to  excite,  were 
not  the  qualities  of  a  fir  ft  imnifter 
©£  a  great  and  refpefitable  country. 
What  then  had  Mr.  Pitt  done  Jo 
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give  him  a  diftmfition  fo  eminent" 
and  lingular  ?  Was  he  eager,  after 
turning  lord  North  out  of  power, 
to  come  in  under  any  dele  rip  tion 
and  contribute  his  abilities  to  lave 
a  linking  ft  ate  ?  No:  it  was  be¬ 
neath  him  to  a£t  in  a  fubordinate 
fituation.  Was  not  this  a  moil  de- 
rfinf  pvhibifion  of  the  virtues  of  a 


patriot  and  the  fobriety  Ct  a  ftatef- 
man  ?  'I'he  peace  that  was  formed 
in  the  clofe  of  that  year,  and  the 
terms  of  which  had  proved  fo  in¬ 
adequate  to  the  people’s  ideas  ;  a 
peace  lb  ignominious  tons  authors, 
and  which  would  be  found  the 
greateft  blot  in  the  reputation  and 
ltory  of  this  country,  he  would 
not  fuppofe  to  be  that,  to  which  Mr. 
Pitt’s  molt  extravagant  adulators 
would  fend  the  houfe  for  a  fpeci- 
men  of  his  talents.  This  inglori¬ 
ous  peace  parliament  had  ceniured 
and  condemned,  and  then  it  was 
feen  what  had  been  done  in  office. 


Could  it  be  forgotten  by  their  lord¬ 
fhips  in  what  a  ft  ate  of  confufion 
the  particular  department  of  Mr. 
Pitt  had  at  that  time  been  left  ? 
What  proofs  had  then  been  exhi¬ 
bited  by  him  of  a  mind,  full  of  inch 
refources  as  our  exigencies  requir¬ 
ed  ?  What  plan  of  taxation,  or  fi¬ 
nance,  or  reform  refpefiUng  any 
department  of  the  Pare,  did  he 
produce  during  the  few  months  that 
he  continued  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer.  What  lingle  veftige  of 
genius,  of  attention  to  our  tiade 
with  the  colonies,  to  our  con¬ 
nexions  with  foreipn  courts,  or 
our  manufactures  at  home,  were  to’ 
be  found  in  the  office  of  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  ?  Nor  had 
Mr.  Pitt’s  conduct  lince  been  more 
commendable  and  wife  than  in  the 
preceding  inftances.  How  had  he 
afited  in  quitting  the  office,  to  which, 
in  his  lordfhip’s  opinion,  he  had 
been  thus  prematurely  railed  ?  To 
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whom  were  all  the  inconveniences 
of  laft  years  interregnum,  when 
the  country  continued  lix  weeks 
Without  any  executive  government 
nfcribable  ?  Had  not  the  minider 
then  difeovered  the  lame  ob  ft  in  ate 
attachment  to  office,  the  lame  pre¬ 
ference  of  his  own  opinion  to  that 
of  a  molt  honourable  afTembly, 
which  didingu idled  his  prefent  con- 
dubt  ?  Earl  Fitzwilliam  would  not 
go  on  to  animadvert  upon  the  means 
by  which  he  had  attained  to  office 
in  the  prefent  inlfance,  or  upon 
the  pertinacity  with  which  he  had 
kept  his  iituation  in  defiance  of 
thofe  with  whom  the  conliitution 
had  placed  the  control  of  his  ac¬ 
tions,  Thefe  were  points  which 
few  he  trufted  were  prepared  to  de¬ 
fend,  and  which  mult  eventually 
ruin  him  with  many  at  leaft  of 
thofe  who  formerly  regained  him 
molt.  For  his  diipofition  of  the 
clerklhip  of  the  pells,  his  lordlhip 
faid,  he  was  ready  togiveitsdidn- 
terelfednels  the  due  ilia  re  of  praile  ; 
but  he  law  no  calife  fur  railing  Mr. 
Pitt  to  an  eminence*  fuperior  to 
every  other  man  in  the  country, 
merely  for  having  done  an  a61  of 
duty.  Which  not  to  have  done  would 

j  ' 

have  ruined  his  character  and  blaft- 
ed  him  for  ever. 

Lord  Thurlow  fupported  the  re- 
folutions.  Fie  began  with  expreff- 
ing  a  wifli  that  in  the  prefent  dil - 
traded  hate  of  the  country,  and 
under  the  prelfure  of  public  buli- 
nefs,  a  coalition  of  parties  might 
be  effeded.  In  the  mean  time 
however  he  conceived  that  there 
could  be  no  impropriety,  no  jult 
tendency  to  interrupt  harmony  and 
introduce  dilcord ,  in  agreeing  to 
the  motions  now  before  the  houfe. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that 
any  branch  of  the  legiDature  was 
empowered  to  give  a  lentiment  to 
his  majelly,  or  his  minifters  refped- 
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ing  their  mode  of  procedure.  For 
himlelf  he  would  be  frank  enough 
to  conlefs,  that  had  be  been  a  lord 
of  the  treafury  he  would  not  have 
obeyed  the  reiolution  of  the  houfe 
of  commons ;  and  his  refuial  would 
have  proceeded  from  a  confciouf- 
nefs  that  nothing  Ihort  of  an  ad  of 
parliament,  formally  palled  by  the 
three  elfates  of  the  realms  had  the 
power  of  lufpending  any  part  of 
the  ilatute,  or  the  common  law  of 
England.  Fie  contended  however 
that  the  reiolution  neither  was, 
nor  affected  to  be,  a  hint  or  piece 
of  advice  to  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
lury.  This,  he  laid,  could  never 
have  been  imagined  if  the  conclud¬ 
ing  words  of  the  refoiution  44  or 
until  this  houfe  (hould  otherwile 
direct,53  had  not  been  entirely  over¬ 
looked,  Indeed  the  relolutions 
lately  paid  d  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  could  be  regarded  in  no  bet¬ 
ter  a  light  than  as  the  wild  efforts  of 
a  childilli  ambition.  With  refped: 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  prelent 
had  been  drawn  up,  he  declared, 
that  whether  he  conlidered  it  in  a 
political  or  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  its  ignorance  could  only  be 
equalled  by  its  llupidity.  His  lord- 
fhip  made  many  encomiums  on  Mr. 
Pitt  for  the  manner  in  which  he 
bellowed  the  clerklhip  of  the  pells. 
Fie  laid,  he  had  been  fliabby  enough, 
he  confeired,  to  advife  him  to  take 
it  ;  and  authorifed  as  he  would 
have  been  by  the  mod  illuftrious 
and  recent  examples,  he  believed 
he  fliould  have  been  lhabby  enough 
to  have  done  fo  himiclf.  But  Mr. 
Pitt  was  fraught  with  notions  of 
purity,  mod  uncommon  in  thefe  de¬ 
generate  days,  and  hardly  to  be  p&- 
ralleled  in  the  brighteii  p^iges  of 
Greek  or  Roman  dory.  Lord 
Thurlow  concluded  with  reprobat¬ 
ing  the  nonfenlical  dreams  about 
the  dignity  and  honour  o£  parliar 
F  *  ment, 


ment,  by  which  men  were  per- 
fuaded  to  come  into  measures  at 
once  childifh,  abiurd  and  extrava¬ 
gant.  This  wild  ambition,  this 
nno'overnable  madnefs,  demanded 
fome  check.  And  he  conjured 
their  lordfhips  never  to  attempt 
themfelves,  nor  quietly  to  fufter 
any  other  affemhly,  to  let  their  dig¬ 
nity  above  the  laws,  or  to  forget 
that  they  owed  to  them,  in  common 
with  the  meaneft  fubjedt,  the  moil 
entire  deference  and  the  mod  un- 
referved  obedience.  The  relolu- 
tions  were  fupported  by  earl  Fal- 
conberg,  earl  Gower,  lord  Syd¬ 
ney,  and  the  duke  of  Richmond  ; 
and  they  were  lire nuou fly  oppoled 
By  the  duke  of  Mancheiler,  earl 
Mansfield,  and  lord  vifeount  Stor¬ 
mont.  The  firil  refolution  was 
carried;  contents  79,  proxies  21  ; 
not  contents  44,  proxies  9  ;  majo- 
jority  47. 

It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
io  direct  an  attack  upon  rhe  autho¬ 
rity  and  wifdom  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  would  be  palled  over  in 
filence.  It  was  taken  up  however 
in  a  manner  grave  and  deliberate, 
and  which  manifefied  an  unwil- 
lingnefs  in  the  lower  houfe  to  come 
to  a  diredt  rupture  with  the  houfe 
of  lords.  Lord  Beauchamp,  who 
had  originally  moved  the  refolu¬ 
tion  refpedling  the  bills  of  ex¬ 
change  from  India,  now  propofed 
to  the  houfe  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  ‘‘to  examine  into  the 
ulageof  either  houfe  of  parliament, 
in  regard  to  the  interpofing  in  the 
exercife  of  dilcretionary  powers, 
veiled  in  the  fervants  of  the  crown, 
or  in  any  body  of  men  for  public 
purpofes.”  By  this  committee 
precedents  were  produced  from  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  Englilh  bailor  y. 
The  firil  was  an  inflr'udlion  from 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  the  uni- 
verfirv  of  Cambridge  in  the  year 


1626,  not  to  chufe  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  for  their  chancellor* 
Another  was  taken  from  the  hiflory 
of  king  Charles  the  Second,  when 
the  parliament  of  Oxford  in  1680, 
previoully  to  their  fudden  dilfolu- 
tion,  had  come  to  a  vote,  declaring, 
that  the  profecution  of  protefiant 
riiffenters  at  that  time  was  danger¬ 
ous  to  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 
This  vote  had  been  ceniured  by 
the  abettors  of  defpotifm,  in  king 
Charles’s  celebrated  declaration, 
almoft  in  the  words  that  had  been 
employed  in  the  recent  infiance  by 
the  houfe  of  lords.  Two  or  three 
precedents  of  a  later  date,  and 
which  had  palled  with  much  una¬ 
nimity,  were  dated  in  the  refolu¬ 
tion  moved  by  Mr.  Dundas  for  the 
recal  of  Mr.  Haffings,  and  in  the 
votes  of  the  houfe  for  the  abolition 
of  certain  ufelefs  offices  moved  by 
lord  John  Cavendifh  and  Mr.  Pitt. 

In  confequence  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  16th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  lord  Beauchamp  moved 
the  houfe  to  come  to  fix  refolu- 
tions  :  “  That  the  houfe  had  not 

afTumed  to  itfelf  a  right  to  fui'pend 
the  execution  of  law :  That  for 
them  to  declare  their  opinion  ref- 
peeling  the  exercife  of  any  difere- 
tionary  power  was  conllitutional 
and  agreeable  to  eftablifhed  ufage  c 
That  it  was  a  duty  peculiarly  in¬ 
cumbent  upon- them,  to  watch  over 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  the  ralh 
and  precipitate  exercife  of  any 
power,  which  might  be  attended 
with  danger  to  public  credit  and 
lofs  to  the  revenue  :  That  the  refo¬ 
lution  of  the  24th  of  December, 
confiituted  a  judicious  and  regular 
difeharge  of  an  indifpenfible  duty  : 
That,  had  the  houfe  neglefiled  to 
make  a  fimilar  provifion  in  the  cri¬ 
tical  fituation  of  public  affairs,  they 
mull  have  been  reiponfible  to  their 
conllituents  for  the  moil  alarming 
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cOftfeqtiences  *:  and  That  the  houfe 
would  moderately  and  firmly  alfert 
their  privileges,  and  perfevere  in  the 
confcientious  difcharge  of  what 
they  owed  to  the  nation  and  to 
po  Aerify.” 

Lord  Beauchamp  obferved  that 
however  wife,  prudent  and  delibe¬ 
rate  had  been  the  co^duCl  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  that  of  the 
other  houfe  perhaps  had  not  been 
equally  cautious  and  confiderate. 
Had  the  houfe  of  lords,  when  they 
referred  to  a  refolution  on  their 
journals  in  the  year  1704,  thought 
proper  to  turn  to  the  next  page, 
they  would  have  found  a  refolution 
declaring  that  it  was  their  incum¬ 
bent  duty,  in  cafe  of  any  difference 
of  opinion  upon  any  point  relolved 
by  the  other  houfe,  to  defire  a 
conference,  in  order  that  they  might 
learn  the  reafons  upon  which  the 
commons  had  adfed,  previoufly  to 
their  giving  any  deciiion  of  their 
own  on  the  fubjedt.  This  he  faid, 
was  a  precaution  that  might  have 
been  expedited  from  the  noblenefs 
and  candour  of  the  upper-houfe. 
In  the  days  of  high  prerogative, 
the  commons  had  been  enjoined  not 
to  meddle  with  matters  of  ftate  : 
they  had  been  told  by  kings  and 
chancellors,  that  religion  and  the 
affairs  ot  the  church  were  things 
above  their  comprehenfion  ;  bin  it 
was  referved  for  thefe  times  to  con¬ 
demn  the  houfe  of  commons  for 
declaring  their  opinion  reipedting 
the  exercife  of  a  power  on  which 
might  depend  the  flate  of  public 
credit,  the  amount  of  the  lupplies 
of  the  year,  and  the  neceifity  of 
their  laying  heavier  burthens  on 
their  conliituents.  This  was  a 
power  with  which  the  houie  ot 
commons  was  veiled  at  all  times. 
How  much  more  fo  in  an  alarming 
fituation  of  affairs,  when  there  was 
aot  one  minifler  in  that  houfe  per- 


tonally  to  make  the  a  durances  which 
might  have  fuperceded  the  neceifity 
of  the  refolution,  and  when  even 
the  names  of  the  hew  treafury  board, 
to  whom  fo  unlimited  a  diferetion 
was  to  be  intruded,  in  whofe  judg¬ 
ment  and  integrity  to  ample  a  con¬ 
fidence  was  to  be  repoted,  were  not 
fo  much  as  known.  After  c on ii dur¬ 
able  debates  the  houfe  divided  upon 
the  previous  queftion,  which  was 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  29,  and 
the  refolutions  were  carried  without 
a  divilion. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  fame 
frefh  examples  occurred  of  that  afpe- 
rity  and  ill  humour  on  b  th  lides  o£ 
the  houfe  of  commons  which  grew 
out  of  rhe  violence  of  debate,  and  to 
which  we  have  already  had  occafion 
to  allude.  One  of  them  related  to 
lord  George  Lenox,  brother  to  the 
duke  of  Richmond.  This  noble¬ 
man  had  recently  been  appointed 
to  the  office  of  confiable  of  '  the 
Tower,  and  a  doubt  was  flatted  on 
the  part  of  oppolition,  whether  this 
were  to  be  regarded  as  a  civil  or 
military  promotion,  and  of  confe- 
quence,  whether,  by  the  law  of 
parliament,  it  did,  or  did  not  vacate 
the  feat  of  the  perfon  accepting  the 
appointment,  he  being  a  member  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  During  the 
courfe  of  the  difeuifion,  it  was 
thought  neceffiiry  to  declare  on  the 
part  of  lord  George  Lenox,  that  he 
would  not  give  his  voice  in  any 
queftion  that  came  before  parlia¬ 
ment,  The  conteft  at  length,  after 
about  a  fortnight’s  difeuifion,  was 
on  the  3d  of  March  determined  in 
favour  of  this  nobleman.  The  Se¬ 
venty  of  the  procedure  was  retorted 
by  an  attack  made  by  Mr.  Lloyd 
Kenyon,  now  attorney  -  general, 
upon  Mr.  Rigby,  who  had  held 
the  office  of  paymafier  for  fome 
years  during  the  adminifiration  ©f 
lord  North.  This  attack  confifled 
Fa  of 
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of  a  number  of  motions  to  oblige 
the  latter  to  fubmit  his  accounts 
with  all  fpeed  to  the  infpeftion  of 
the  houle  of  commons.  Thefe  mo¬ 
tions  were  complained  of  by  Mr. 
Rigby,  as  unaccompanied  with 
ihofe  civilities  which  were  always 
©bferved  in  parliament  upon  iuch 
©ccafions*  The  motions,  though 
Mh  Rigby  bad  not  the  lmalleft  ob- 
-jedtion  to  their  fubffance,  were  un¬ 
doubtedly  in  a  high  degree  perlonal, 
notwithstanding  which  Mr.  Kenyon 
had  not  thought  proper  to  commu¬ 
nicate  them,  or  to  give  the  lead 
intimation  of  them  to  Mr.  Rigby,- 
previoufly  to  their  being  brought 
forward.  The  attorney ^geneial  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  for  this  omiffion  as  a 
thing  merely  aecidentaL  He  wrent 
on  to  obferte*  that  the  obligations 
of  his  oath  of  office  were  inch  as 
not  to  fuffer  him  to  admit  of  the  mi¬ 
nuted;  delay  in  a  buiinefs  of  io 
much  confequence  to  the  public. 
He  charged  Mr.  Rigby  with  having 
violated  a  promife  that  he  had 
ittade  him  when  formerly  in  office,, 
of  paying  in  the  balances  in  his 
hands  in  a  few  months ;  in  dead  of 
^vhich  he  had  found  the  opportu¬ 
nity  of  obtaining  from  a  favourable 
board  of  treafury  the  farther  lum  of 
140,00c!.  in  addition  to  200,00"  1. 
already  in  his  poffeffion.  The  at¬ 
torney-general  added,  that  he  had 
not  found  let's  difficulty  with  refpett 
to  the  balances  of  the  late  lord 
Holland  than  of  Mr.  Rigby.  Mr. 
Rigby  however  in  reply  allured  the 
houfe  that  he  had  made  no  fuch 
promife  as  that  to  which  Mr.  Ke¬ 
nyon  alluded.  lie  added,  that  it 
was  impoffibie  in  the  prefent  date 
of  pecuniary  tranfadtions  in  this 
country  to  raife  a  large  fum  of 
money  but  to  the  greatefi  dil'advan- 
rage  ;  and  he  expatiated  on  the  un~ 
fairnefs  of  the  allution  to  the 
140,000b  which  Mr.  Kenyon  well 


knew  had  been  paid  away  by  him 
for  the  public  Service  the  very  day 
that  he  received  it.  Mr.  Fox,  on 
the  part  of  the  late  lord  Holland^ 
obferved,  that  for  himfelf  he  had 
fince  the  death  of  Mr.  Powel  been 
deterred  from  affirming  the  execu- 
torlhip,  when  he  faw  that  men  m 
that  houfe  were  made  objects  ot  fa¬ 
vour  or  perfecution  to  minifiers  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tide  they  took  in 
public  affairs.  He  however  added 
that  the  office  would  probably  be 
immediately  accepted  by  bis  bro¬ 
ther,  colonel  Fox,  who  had  not 
yet  been  more  than  ten  days  in 
England. 

On  1  8th  of  February,  and  pre» 
vioully  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
going  into  the  queffion  of  the  ord¬ 
nance  fupply  which  Hood  for  that 
day,  Mr.  Pitt  thought  proper  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them,  not  as  a  mellage  from 
the  king,  but  as  a  piece  of  informa¬ 
tion  that  he  conceived  himfelf 
pledged  to  communicate,  that  his 
majeity  had  not  yet  in  compliance- 
with  the  refolutions  of  the  houle 
thought  proper  to  difmifs  bis  mi  niff 
ters,  and  that  his  miniders  had  not 
refigned. 

1'his  information  brought  up  Mr. 
Fox,  who  delivered  himfelf  upon 
the  occaiion  with  a  vehemence  and 
torrent  of  eloquence  that  niay  be 
more  ealilv  conceived  than  delcrib- 
ed.  He  heard  the  declaration  of 
Mr.  Pitt  with  the  g  re  ate  ft  aftonifli- 
rnent  and  concern.  It  was  a  lan¬ 
guage  that  houfe  had  never  heard 

o  in¬ 
line  e  the  revolution?  or  at  lead  line® 

the  accelfion  of  the  prefent  royal 
family.  What  was  it  but  a  fiat  and 
peremptory  negative  to  the  fenti- 
ments  and  willies  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  who  on  their  part  had 
employed  every  caution  and  every 
delicacy  ?  In  what  duration  then 
was  this  branch  of  the  legifiaure 
involved  ?  To  what  a  degree  of 
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infignilleanee  were  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people  and  the  people 
themfelves  reduced  •?  Caul  a  it  be 
laid  that  thcv  had  anv  longer  the 
lead:  influence  in  the  conllitution  of 
the  country  ?  He  would  anfwer 
boldly  and  to  the  point.  In  his 
opinion  the  matter  was  nearly  at  a 
crifis.  M millers,  he  readily  per¬ 
ceived,  had  in  their  delL,n  to  irritate 
the  houfe,  to  drive  them  from  the 
wholefome  and  temperate  ground 
they  had  hitherto  occupied,  and  to 
force  them  to  difreputable  extremi¬ 
ties.  He  traded  however,  that  the 
firmnefs  and  magnanimity  of  that  vir¬ 
tuous  and  refpebtable  majority,  who 
had  gone  fo  far  and  done  lo  much, 
would  not  defer!  them  upon  fo  criti¬ 
cal  and  trying  an  occation.  He  trailed 
they  would  face  the  difficulties  they 
had  to  furmount  with  refolution  and 
dignity.  There  was  evidently  danger 
in  every  Hep,  and  it  became  them  to 
think  once  and  again  before  they 
afred.  He  called  on  them  to  con- 
lider  under  what  a  defcription  they 
xvould  henceforth  lit  in  that  houfe, 
on  the  fuppolition  that  the  conteil 
ended  in  favour  of  the  prefent  mi¬ 
ni  dry.  Did  it  not  reduce  them  to 

a  Hate  of  the  moil  perfect  nonentity 
and  infignificance  ?  Did  it  not 
make  them  as  little,  as  ever  their 
anceiiors  had  made  them  great  ? 
Did  it  not  ilrip  them  of  all  the 
powers  and  privileges  with  which 
time,  the  conditution  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England  had  veded  them, 
and  bring  them  back  to  that  origi¬ 
nal  inligiiificance  in  which  fome  of 
our  hidorjans  had  affefted  to  place 
them?  A  nd  was  it  not  in  Rich  a 
progrefs  of  degradation  as  this,  that 
the  houfe  was  intereded  in  making 
a  dand,  and  exerting,  with  all  jts 
remaining  vigour,  its  lad  efforts  in 
its  0WI4  prefer  vat  on  ?  He  therefore 
urged  them,  by  their  regard  for  the 
excellence  of  a  government,  which 


had  no  parallel  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  for  the  falvation  of  whatever 
they  moll  valued  as  men  and  as 
Englilhmen,  for  ail  thole  rights, 
which,  having  derived  unimpaired 
from  their  ancedors,  it  was  their 
duty,  their  honour  and  their  pride 
to  tranfmijt  unfullied  to  podcrity, 
to  deliberate  on  what  was  pad,  on 
their  prelent  fituation,  and  on  the 
probable  termination  of  the  feene 
before  them.  The  point  at  iffue 
admitted  of  mo  parley  whatever. 

It  was  decided  by  one  party :  the 
other  had  no  alternative  but  to  ren¬ 
der  their  decilion  as  wide,  as  refpedf  * 
able  and  as  effective,  as  the  fit uati bn 
in  which  they  dood,  and  the  emer¬ 
gencies  with  which  they  were  fur- 
rounded.  The  fort  of  hodility 
which  the  minider  had  dated  to 
fublid  between  the  crown  and  that 
houfe,  could  not  but  give  fome.thing 
like  a  new  turn  to  men’s  feelings 
and  ideas.  He  confefied  it  to  have 
impreffed  him  with  the  mod  awful 
apprehenfions.  And  was  this  a  date 
of  mind  favourable  to  the  difeuffion 
of  a  quedion  which  involved  the 
character,  the  attributes,  and  the 
exi fence  of  the  popular  branch  of 
the  conditution  ?  He  begged  to 
declare  for  one,  that  he  was  not 
yet  ripe  for  a  drong  meafure.  Elis 
facult  es  were  in  a  date  of  fufpen- 
fion  by  what  he  had  heard,  which 
allowed  him  not  to  fay  what  was 
mod  proper.  Whether  they  IhouldL 
go  immediately  into  a  decilion, 
which  would  finally  fettle  the  dif- 
pute  between  the  privileges  of  par¬ 
liament  and  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  or  whether  fome  anterior 
dep  might  not  be  deemed  more  eli¬ 
gible,  what  mud  be  the  nature  of  this 
dep,  and  whether  two  or  two  hund¬ 
red  expedients  might  be  mod  ad  vif- 
able,  were  quedions  to  which  in  the 
prefent  ftajte  of  his  mind  he  dared 
not  hazard  any  anfwer  whatever. 
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The  hefitatlon  of  eight  and  forty 
hours  could  not  much  ailed  thebu- 
linefs  of  the  country  one  way  or  ano¬ 
ther,  and  it  was  arefpite  which  every 
profpedt  that  could  be  taken  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  abundantly  jufiified.  Mr. 
Fox.  concluded  with  moving  that 
the  houfe  fhohid  adjourn  to  the  20th 
inffant,  which,  after  fome  debate, 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
majority  of  12. 

The  difpute  which  had  fb  long 
engaged  the  public  attention  and 
curiofity  was  now  brought  within 
a  narrow  compafs .  There  were  but 
two  meafures,  that,  after  what  had 
already  been  done,  remained  to  be 
adopted,  and  in  neither  of  thefe 
was  there  much  profped  of  fuccefs. 
To  go  up  to  the  throne  from  time 
to  time  with  addrcfles  and  repre- 
fehtations  was  only  to  inereafe  the 
contemptibienefs  and  humility  of 
their  fituation.  To  come  openly 
and  diredtly  to  a  refufal  of  the  fup¬ 
plies  was  undoubtedly  in  moil  cafes 
to  obtain  a  decifion  in  their  favour, 
'But  this  ultimate  refource,  which 
our  conftitution  had  provided  for  the 
greateff  extremities,  was  regarded 
with  a  kind  of  fuperftitious  vene¬ 
ration  and  dread,  which  were  cir¬ 
culated  in  almoft  every  fituation  to 
prevent  men  from  employing  it. 
It  bore  a  refcmblance,  though  an 
incomplete  refemblance,  to  the  im- 
jfheathing  the  fword  of  wap,  and  to 
the  events  by  which  in  thepreceding 
century  the  confutation  of  this 
country  had  for  a  time  been  def- 
troyed.  In  this  view'  it  was  rogar^- 
ed  by  the  people  at  large  foand  that 
people,  who  had  already  declared 
themfelves  with  confiderable  ex- 
plieitnefs  in  favour  of  the  prefen t 
and  againft  the  late  adminiftration, 
were  not  in  a  temper  to  endure 
fo  violent  a  proceeding.  Befide 
this,  the  continually  decaying  ma¬ 
jorities  by  which  opposition  carried 
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their  meafures,  and  which  were 
partly  diminifhed  by  a  kind  of  ma¬ 
nagement  and  deference  to  the  voice 
of c  the  people,  and  partly  from 
certain  other  circumfhmces  infepa- 
rable  from  the  character  of  human 
nature,  plainly  and  unequivocally 
announced  that  the  adherents  of  the 
ex -min  filers  were  not  prepared  to 
follow  them  to  the  lafl  extremities. 
From  this  moment  therefore  the 
queftion,  as  a  matter  of  doubt,  he® 
fitation  and  fufpence,  may  be  con¬ 
fide  red  as  already  over.  What 
remains  only  exhibits  to  us  the 
exertion  of  brilliant  and  uncommon 
talents,  full  of  refourees,  and  fu- 
perior  to  the  influence  of  events,  in 
a  caufe  already  deipemte. 

Infiead  of  deprecating  the  refufal 
of  the  fupplies,  as  may  naturally  be 
believed,  mini  hers  were  prompt  to 
urge  and  eager  to  impute  a  defign 
of  this  kind  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
houfe.  In  the  debates  that  were 
brought  on  by  this  imputation,  Mr. 
Fox  expreffedfiiis  ideas  upon  the  fub- 
jehl  in  a  clear  and  explicit  manner. 
That  the  power  of  withholding  the 
fupplies  was  a  weapon  with  which 
the  confiitution  had  armed  that 
houfe,  and  that  it  was  warrantable 
for  them  to  wield  it  upon  every 
proper  occafion,  was  a  maxim 
founded  in  undeniable  truth,  and  a 
maxim  which  he  would  never  aban¬ 
don.  That  the  fupplies  ought  not 
to  be  withheld  lightly,  wantonly 
and  rafhly.  Was  an  affertion  that  he 
had  repeatedly  made,  and  of  which 
no  man  felt  a  fuller  convidlion. 
The  quefiion  lay  therefore  wholly 
in  the  expediency  of  its  exercife. 
The  prefent  contefl  was  clearly  a 
firuggie  between  the  prerogativesof 
the  crown  and  the  privileges  of  the 
people.  In  defence  of  thefe  par¬ 
liament  was  bound  to  :  t  every 
nerve  of  the  power  with  w'hich  it 
wasconfiitutionally  veiled,  Mr,  Fox 
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however  had  a  reafon  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  which  decided  in  his 
,mind  that  the  fupplies  ought  not 
to  be  refilled,  but  which  might 
dxike  the  houfe  as  a  paradox.  He 
had  not  fufficient  confidence  in  the 
m  millers  of  the  day  to  withhold 
the  fupplies.  If  he  were  inclined 
to  propole  their  being  withheld, 
he  fhould  not  be  at  a  lofs  for  a  re¬ 
cent  and  refpedlable  precedent.  In 
the  year  1782,  lord  Camelford  had 
ditlinctly  and  avowedly  moved  the 
houfe  of  commons,  that  no  fupply 
fhould  be  granted.  And  what  was 
it  that  induced  him  to  venture  upon 
fo  decifive  a  meafure  ?  The  reafon 
was  obvious  to  every  man  in  the 
houfe.  He  knew  the  temper,  the 
principles  and  the  difpofition  of 
the  nobleman,  who  then  directed 
the  affairs  of  his  country,  better 
than  to  fuppofe  him  capable  of 
fetting  that  houfe  at  defiance. 
Much  as  he  oppofed  him,  and 
ftrong  as  the  language  was,  which, 
in  the  heat  of  debate,  he  had  uled, 
Rill  he  was  well  aware,  that  lord 
North  had  a  greater  refpect  for  the 
confiitution,  than  to  oppofe  his  offi¬ 
cial  exigence  to  the  decided  opi¬ 
nion  of  a  majority  in  parliament. 
He  by  no  means  intended  to  throw 
the  country  into  confufion  ;  but  he 
had  fo  high  an  opinion  of  the  pa- 
triotifm  of  that  nobleman,  of  whom 
in  other  refpedts  he  thought  very 
ill,  that  he  hefitated  not  to  believe, 
that  he  would  not  remain  in  office 
after  the  fupplies  fhould  'have 
been  refufed,  but  that  he  would 
quit  his  fituation,  and  in  a  mi¬ 
nute  all  would  again  be  har¬ 
mony  and  peace.  But  it  was  not 
fo  with  the  prefent  adminillra- 
tion.  The  houfe  had  not  reliance 
enough  on  the  public  fpirit  of  mi- 
nifiers  to  promife  themleives  any 
fuccefs  in  fuch  a  meafure.  The 
piini-ftejr’s  love  for  the  confiitution 


was  not  fufficiently  viable  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  rifque  the  experi¬ 
ment. 

Notwithfianding  thefe  declara¬ 
tions  on  the  part  of  oppofbion,  fe- 
veral  delays  in  the  buimeis  of  fup¬ 
ply  were  however  created  by 
them.  '1  heir  only  reafon  for  thefe 
delays  was,  as  they  laid,  to  obtain 
time  for  themfelves  to  take  fuch 
mcafures  of  another  defciiption  as 
they  fhould  judge  proper.  And 
indeed  the  menace  of  a  dilFoliitkm 
appeared  to  be  fo  incefiantly  fuf- 
pended  over  the  heads  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  as  to  render  it  extremely 
doubtful,  whether  or  no  their  career 
might  not  be  broken,  previoufly  to 
their  having  drawn  out  every  re~ 
fource  they  might  be  able  to  invent. 
It  was  however  afferted  by  rni- 
ni  tiers  that  the  tendency  of  every 
fiep  in  this  procraftination  was  to 
Hop  the  fupplies.  It  was  the  aim 
of  oppofition  to  found  the  minds 
of  gentlemen,  to  feel  the  pulfe  of 
their  partifans,  and,  provided  they 
fhould  be  able  fo  far  to  delude  and 
impofe  upon  them,  to  urge  them 
to  the  moll  defperate  extremities, 
Thdfe  charges,  as  they  were  urged 
with  much  promptitude  and  con¬ 
fidence,  fo  they  appear  to  have 
made  a  deep  impreffion  upon  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
metropolis,  and  of  the  nation  at 
large. 

On  the  20th  of  February  a  mo¬ 
tion  was  made  by  Mr,  Thomas 
Powys,  and  leconded  by  Mr.  Hu  fi¬ 
fe  y,  That  that  houfe  relied  upon 
the  wifdom  and  paternal  regard  of 
the  fovereign,  that  he  would  take 
fuch  meafures  as  might  tend  to  give 
effedt  to  the  wilbes  of  his  fait- 
ful  commons.”  The  motion  was 
amended  by  Mr.  Eden,  in  order  to 
the  expreffing  the  fame  u  con¬ 
fidence  that  he  would  remove  eveiy 
obflacle  to  the  formation  of  fuch  an 
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adminiftration  as  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  had  declared  to  be  requi'fite.” 
ri  he  quefticn  was  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  20,  and  it  was  followed 
up  by  a  motion  of  Mr.  Fox  for  an 
add  refs  to  the  king,  in  the  words  of 
the  refolution,  which  fhould  be 
prefented  by  the  whole  houfe.  '1  he 
motion  was  carried  by  nearly  the 
fame  majority.  1  he  addreis  was 
prefented  on  the  25th  infant,  when 
the  king  returned  the  lollowing 
anfwer : 

u  Gentlemen, 

I  am  deeply  fenfble  how 
highly  it  concern's  the  honour  of 
my  crown,  and  the  welfare  of  my 
people,  which  is  the  object  always 
■neared  my  heart,  that  the  public 
affairs  fhould  be  conducted  by  a 
jinn,  efficient,  united,  and  extended 
adminift  r.tion,  entitled  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  my  people,  and  inch  as 
may  have  a  tendency  to  put  an 
end  to  the  unhappy  diviiions  and 
diffractions  in  this  country.  Very 
recent  endeavours  have  already 
been  employed,  on  my  part,  to 
unite  in  the  public  fervice,  on  a 
fair  and  equal  footing,  thofe  whdfe- 
joint  efforts  appear  to  me  moil  ca¬ 
pable  of  producing  that  happy 
effect :  theie  endeavours  have  not 
had  the  luccefs  I  willied.  i  (hall 
be  always  defrous  of  taking  every 
itep  molt  conducive  to  fuch  an  ob¬ 
ject  ;  bin  I  cannot 'fee  that  it  would, 
in  any  degree,  be  advanced  by  the 
difmiffion  ©f  thofe  at  p relent  in  my 
fervice. 

44  1  cbferve,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  there  is  no  charge  or  complaint 
fuggefted  again  it  my  pie  lent  mi- 
nifters,  nor  is  any  one  or  more  of 
them  fpecifically  obi  eft  ed  to  ;  arid 
numbers  of  my  fubjeCts  have  ex- 
prefied  to  me,  in  the  warmed  man¬ 
ner,  their  fatisfadtion  in  the  lute 
changes  r  have  made  in  my  coun¬ 
cils.  Under  theft*  circumflances, 


I  trull  my  faithful  commons  will 
not  wifh  that  the  elfential  offices 
of  executive  government  fhould  be 
vacated,  until  I  fee  a  profpedt  that; 
fuch  a  plan  of  union  as  I  have 
called  for,  and  they  have  pointed 
out,  may  be  carried  into  efteitri’ 

A  lecond  addrefs  was  moved  on 
the  hr  11  day  of  March,  and  in  the 
fame  manner  agreed  to  by  the  houfe 
by  a  majority  of  12.  The  tenour 
of  the  addreis  was  44  Moll  humbly 
to  reprefent  to  his  majefty  the  fatis- 
faction  his  faithful  commons  derive 
from  the  late  moil ‘gracious  aflju tr¬ 
ances  we  have  received  that  his 
majeily  concurs  w  ith  us  in  opinion, 
that  it  concerns  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  welfare  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  that  the  public  affairs  fhould 
be  conducted  by  a  firm,  efficient, 
extended,  united  adminiftration,  en-  { 
titled  to  the  confidence  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  fuch  as  may  have  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  put  an  end  to  the  unhap¬ 
py  diviiions  and  di  Hr  addons  of  this 
country. 

44  To  acknowledge  his  majefty  A 
paternal  goodnels  in  his  late  moil 
gracious  endeavours  to  give  effect 
to  the  object  of  our  late  dutiful  re- 
prefentation  to  his  majefty. 

44  To  lament  that  the  failure  of 
thefe  his  majefty ’s  moft  gracious 
endeavours  fhould  be  confide  fed  as 
a  final  bar  to  the  accomplifhment 
of  fo  falutary  and  defirable  a  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  to  exprels  our  concern 
and  difappointment  that  his  ma¬ 
jefty  has  not  been  advifed  to  take 
any  farther  ilep  towards  uniting 
in  the  public  fervice  thofe  whole 
joint  efforts  have  recently  appeared 
to  his  majefty  moft  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  fo  happy  an  effed. 

44  That  this  houfe,  with  all  hu¬ 
mility,  claims  it  as  their  right,  and 
on  every  proper  occaiion  feels  it  to 
be  their  bounden  duty,  to  advife 
his  majeily  touching  the  exercife 
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e>f  any  branch  of  his  royal  prero¬ 
gative. 

“  That  we  fubmit  it  to  his  ma¬ 
le  fly  s  royal  consideration,  that  the 
continuance  of  an  admini ft .ration 
which  does  not  pofleis  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  mu  if  be  injurious  to  the 
public  lervice, 

44  That  this  houfe  can  have  no 
interest,  diitmdf  and  feparate  from 
that  of  their  constituents  ;  and  that 
they  therefore  feel  themfelves  call¬ 
ed  upon  to  repeat  thofe  loyal  and 
dutiful  affurances  they  have  al¬ 
ready  exp  relied  of  their  reliance  on 
his  majeity’s  paternal  regard  tor  the 
welfare  o  .  his  people,  that  his  ma- 
jefty  would  gracioufly  enable  them 
to  execute  thofe  important  trulls 
which  the  conflitution  has  veiled 
in  them,  with  honour  to  them¬ 
felves  and  advantage  to  the  public, 
by  the  formation  of  a  new  admi- 
niilration,  appointed  under  cir- 
cumftances  which  may  tend  to  con¬ 
ciliate  the  minds  of  his  faithful 
commons,  and  to  give  energy  and 
liability  to  his  majeity’s  councils. 

44  That  as  his  maje fly’s  faithful 
commons,  upon  the  matured  deli¬ 
beration,  cannot  but  conilder  the 
continuance  of  the  prelent  mini- 
iters  as  an  insurmountable  obflacle 
to  his  majelly’s  gracious  purpofe  to 
comply  with  their  wishes,  in  the 
formation  of  fuch  an  adminiftra- 
tion  as  his  majeily,  in  concurrence 
ivith  the  unanimous  re  olution  of 
this  houfe,  feems  to  think  requifite 
in  the  prefent  exigencies  of  the 
country  :  they  feel  themfelves 
bound  to  remain  firm  in  the  with 
eypreffed  to  his  majefty  in  their 
late  humble  add'efs ;  and  do  there¬ 
fore  find  then  fives  obliged  again 
to  befeech  his  majefty,  that  he 
vyould  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  lay 
the  foundation  of  a  throng  and 
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liable  government,  by  the  previous 
removal  of  his  pre  ent  miniflers.*’ 

1  he  anfwer  of  the  king,  which, 
was  delivered  on  the  4th,  and  taken 
into  the  confederation  of  the  houfe 
on  the  8th  inftant,  was  as  follows  : 

44  Gentlemen, 

44  I  have  already  exp  relied  to 
you  how  feniible  I  am  of  tire  ad- 
vantages  to  be  derived  front  fuch. 
an  adminillration  as  was  pointed 
out  in  your  unanimous  refolution  ; 
and  i  allured  you,  that  I  was  de¬ 
mons  of  taking  every  flep  molt 
conducive  to  fuch  an  objedi. 

44  I  remain  in  the  lame  fenti- 
ments  ;  but  I  continue  equally  con¬ 
vinced,  that  it  is  an  objedl  not 
likely  to  be  obtained  by  the  dif- 
miffion  of  my  prefent  minifters,. 

44  I  mult  repeat,  that  no  charge, 
or  complaint,  nor  any  fpecihc  ob¬ 
jection,  is  yet  made  againft  any  of 
them , 

44  If  there  were  any  fuch  ground 
for  their  removal  at  prefent,  it  ought 
to  be  equally  a  reafon  for  not  ad¬ 
mitting  them  as  a  part  of  that  ex¬ 
tended  and  united  adminillration 
you  Hate  to  be  requilite. 

44  I  did  not  conlider  the  failure 
of  my  recent  endeavours  as  a  final 
bar  to  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
purpofe  which  I  had  in  view,  if  it 
could  have  been  attained  on  thofe 
principles  of  fairnefs  and  equality, 
without  which  it  can  neither  be 
honourable  to  thofe  who  are  con¬ 
cerned,  nor  lay  the  foundation  of 
fuch  a  llrong  and  liable  govern¬ 
ment  as  may  be  of  lading  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  country  ;  but  I  know 
of  no  farther  heps  which  .  I  can 
take,  that  are  likely  to  remove  the 
difficult  es  which  obflrudt  that  de- 
firable  end. 

44  I  have  never  called  in  queflion 
the  right  of  my  faithful  commons 
to  offer  me  their  advice  on  every 
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proper  oecafion,  touching  the  exer- 
cife  of  an y  branch  of  my  preroga¬ 
tive.  1  fhall  be  ready,  at  all  times, 
to  gjapeive,  and  g'ive  it  the  mod  at¬ 
tentive  consideration  :  they  will 
ever  find  me  difpofed  to  fh.ew  my 
regard  to  the  true  principles  of  the 
cond.itution,  and  to  take  fuch  mea¬ 
sures  as  may  bell  conduce  to  the 
fatisfaftion  and  prosperity  of  my 
.people.” 

The  meafure  of  addreffing  the 
Sovereign  having  been  fully  tried, 
and  it  now  appearing  unqueuion- 
able  that  every  farther  experiment 
would,  be  ufelefs  and  nugatory, 
Mr.  Fox  obferved  to  the  houfe  that' 
lie  had  had  dome  thoughts  of  mOv- 
ino-  them  to  come  to  a  refolution, 
declaring  44  That  they  would  con¬ 
fide, r  any  man  as  an  enemy  to  his 
country,  who  fhould  adviie  the  fo- 
vereign  to  continue  his  prefent  ad- 
sninidration.”  He  was  encouraged 
to  this  mealure  by  a  mod  r expect¬ 
able  precedent,  which  had  been 
furnifhed  by  the  houfe  of  commons 
at  the  time; that  they  put  an  end  to 
the  American  war,  though  the  king 
had  at  that  time  returned  an  anfwer 
confide rably  favourable  and  gra¬ 
cious  to  the  addrefs  of  the  houfe, 
which  had  previoufly  been  prefent- 
ed  on  the  fame  fubjebt.  By  the 
earned  advice  of  feme  of  his 
friends  however  he  had  been  in¬ 
duced  to  give  up  this  defign.  W  hat 
he  intended  to  bring  forward  was 
not  an  addrefs,  but  an  humble  re- 
prefen  ration,  f  nee  to  that  no  an¬ 
fwer  was  cudomary.  He  wi (li¬ 
ed  for  no  anfwer,  becaufe  nothing 
was  fo  unfeemly,  nothing  could 
difgrace  us  fo  much  in  the  eyes  of 
Europe  and  the  world,  as  to  lee  the 
king  and  the  parliament  of  Eng¬ 
land  wrangling  about  words,  and 
engaged  in  a  petty  and  unmeaning 
logomachy.  Mr.  Fox  accordingly 
moved,  44  That  an  humble  repre- 


fentation  be  prefented  to  bis  ma- 
jedy,  mod  humbly  to  tedify  the 
furprize  and  affiidtion  of  this  houfe 
on  receiving  the  anfwer  which  his 
majedy’s  miniders  have  advifed  to 
the  dutiful  and  feafonable  addrefs 
of  this  houfe,  concerning  one  of' 
the  mod  important  a<5ts  of  his  ma¬ 
jedy’s  government. 

44  To  exprefs  our  concern,  that 
when  his  majedy’s  paternal  good- 
nefs  has  graciouily  inclined  his  ma- 
jedy  to  be  fenfible  of  the  advan¬ 
tage  to  be  derived  from  fuch  an  ad- 
minidration  as  was  pointed  out  in 
our  refolution,  his  majefty  fhould 
dill  be  induced  to  prefer  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  individuals  to  the  repeated 
advice  of  the  representatives  of  his 
people  in  parliament  ajfembled, 
with  refpetf  to  the  means  of  ob¬ 
taining  fo  defirable  an  end. 

44  To  reprefent  to  bis  majedy 
that  a  preference  of  this  nature  is 
as  injurious  to  the  true  intereds  of 
the  crown,  as  it  is  wholly  repug¬ 
nant  to  the  fpirit  of  our  free  con- 
ftitution  ;  that  fyftems  founded  on 
fuch  a  preference  are  not  in  truth 
entiiely  new  in  this  country  ;  that 
they  have  been  the  charadteridic 
features  of  thofe  unfortunate  reigns, 
the  maxims  of  which  are  now  j ud- 
iy  and  univerfally  exploded  ;  while 
his  majedy  and  his  royal  progeni¬ 
tors  have  been  fixed  in  the  hearts 
of  their  people,  and  have  com¬ 
manded  the  refpedt  and  admiration 
of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  by 
a  conftant  and  uniform  attention  to 
the  advice  of  their  commons,  how¬ 
ever  adverfe  fuch  advice  may  have 
been  to  the  opinions  of  the  execu¬ 
tive  fervauts  of  the  crown. 

44  To  allure  his  majedy  that  we 
neither  have  difputed,  nor  mean, 
in  any  indance,  to  difpute,  much 
lefs  to  deny,  his  majedy’s  undoubt¬ 
ed  prerogative  of  appointing  to  the 
executive  offices  of  date  fuch  per¬ 
forms 
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fons  as  to  .his  majefty ’s  wifdom 
fliall  feem  meet :  but,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  we  muff,  with  all  hu¬ 
mility,  again  fubmit  to  his  ma- 
jefty’s  royal  wifdom,  that  no  admi- 
niftradon,  however  legally  appoint¬ 
ed,  can  ferve  his  majefty  and  the 
public  with  effedt  which  does  not 
enjoy  the  confidence  of  this  houfe  : 
that  in  his  majefty ’s  prefent  ad- 
miniil; ration  we  cannot  confide  :  the 
circumftances  under  which  it  was 
confiituted,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  it  continues,  have  created 
juft  fufpicions  in  the  breads  of  his 
faithful  commons,  that  principles 
are  adopted,  and  views  entertained, 
unfriendly  to  the  privileges  of  this 
houfe,  and  to  the  freedom  of  our 
excellent  conftitution  ;  that  we 
have  made  no  charge  again  ft  any 
of  them,  becaufe  it  is  their  removal, 
and  not  their  punifhment,  which 
we  have  deftred  ;  and  that  we  hum¬ 
bly  conceive  we  are  warranted,  by 
the  ancient  ‘tifage  of  this  houfe,  to 
delire  fuch  removal  without  making: 
any  charge  whatever  ;  that  confi¬ 
dence  may  be  very  prudently  with¬ 
held,  where  no  criminal  procefs 
can  be  properly  infti  tuted  ;  that  al¬ 
though  we  have  made  no  criminal 
charge  againfi  any  individual  of  his 
majefty ’s  minifters,  yet,  with  all 
humility,  we  do  conceive,  that  we 
have  ftated  to  his  majefty  very  di- 
ftinbi  objections,  and  very  forcible 
reafons,  againft  their  continuance  : 
that  with  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  admitting  either  the  prefent  mi- 
niftcfs,  or  any  other  perfons,  as  a 
part  of  that  extended  and  united 
adminifiration,  which  his  majefty, 
in  concurrence  with  the  fentiments 
of  this  houfe,  confiders  as  recjui- 
file  ;  it  is  a  point  upon  which  we 
are  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
bounds  of  our  duty  to  prefume  to 
offer  any  advice  to  his  majefty, 
well  knowing  it  to  be  the  undoubt¬ 


ed  prerogative  of  his  majefty  to  ap¬ 
point  his  minifters  whhout  any 
previous  advice  from  either  houfe 
of  parliament ;  and  our  duty  hum¬ 
bly  to  offer  to  his  majefty  our  ad¬ 
vice,  when  fuch  appointments  fliall 
appear  to  us  to  be  prejudicial  to  the 
public  fervice. 

“  To  acknowledge,  yvith  grati¬ 
tude,  his  majefty’s  goodnefs  in  not 
confidering  the  failure  of  his  recent 
endeavours  as  a  final  bar  to  the  ac¬ 
compli  lliment  of  the  gracious  pur- 
pole  which  his  majefty  has  in  view, 
and  to  exprefs  the  great  concern 
and  mortification  with  which  we 
find  ourfeives  obliged  to  declare, 
that  the  confolation  which  we 
fliould  naturally  have  derived  from 
his  majefty ’s  moll  gracious  difpofi- 
tion,  is  confiderably  abated  by  un- 
derftanding  that  his  majefty’s  ad- 
vifers  have  not  thought  fit  to  fug¬ 
ged:  to  his  majefty  any  farther  fteps 
to  remove  the  difficulties  which  ob~ 
ftruft  fo  defirable  an  end. 

“  To  recal  to  his  majefty’s  re- 
colledfion,  that  his  faithful  com¬ 
mons  have  already  fubmitted  to 
his  majefty,  mod  humbly,  but  mod 
diftinftly,  their  opinion  upon  this 
fubjeeft  ;  that  they  can  have  no  in- 
terefts  but  thofe  of  his  majefty  and 
of  their  conftituents  ;  whereas  it  is 
needlefs  to  luggeft  to  his  majefty’s 
wifdom  and  difeernment,  that  in¬ 
dividual  advifers  may  be  actuated 
by  very  different  motives. 

“  To  exprefs  ourmoft  unfeigned 
gratitude  for  his  majefty’s  royal  alfu- 
rances  that  he  does  not  call  in 
quefiion  the  right  of  this  houfe  to 
offer  their  advice  to  his  majefty  on 
every  proper  occafton,  touching 
the  exercife  of  any  branch  of  his 
royal  prerogative,  and  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  readinefs,  at  all  times,  to  re¬ 
ceive  fuch  advice,  and  to  give  it 
the  molt  attentive  confideration. 

44  To  declare  that  we  recognize 
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in  thefe  gracious  expredions  thofe 
excellent  and  conditutional  fenti- 
ments,  which  we  have  ever  been 
accudomed  to  hear  from  the  throne 
fince  the  glorious  aera  of  the  revo¬ 
lution,  and  which  have  peculiarly 
characterized  his  majeliy,  and  the 
princes  of  his  illustrious  houie ; 
but  to  lament  that  thefe  moll  gra¬ 
cious  expreffions,  while  they  in- 
fpirc  us  with  additional  ajfetrion 
and  gratitude  towards  his  majeliy ’s 
royal  perfon,  do  not  a  little  con- 
.tribute  to  increafe  our fufpicions  of 
thofe  men  who  have  advifed  his 
naajefty  in  diredl  contradiction  to 
thefe  affurances,  to  neglect  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  his  commons,  and  to  retain 
in  his  fervice  an  adminid  ration, 
whofe  continuance  in  office  we  have 
fo  repeatedly  and  fb  diftin&ly  con¬ 
demned* 

«  To  reprefent  to  his  majeliy, 
that  it  has  anciently  been  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  this  houfe  to  withhold  1  up- 
plies  until  grievances  were  re- 
dreffed;  and  that  if  we  were  to 
follow  this  courfe  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture,  we  tiiould  be  war¬ 
ranted  in  our  proceeding,  as  well 
by  the  mod  approved  precedents, 
as  by  the  f pirit  of  the  conllitution 
ltfelf;  but  if,  in  confideration  of 
the  very  peculiar  exigencies  of  the 
times,  we  fhould  be  induced  to 
.  wave  for  the  prefent  the  exercife, 
in  this  indance,  of  our  undoubted 
legal  and  conftitutional  mode  of 
obtaining  rcdrefs,  that  we  humbly 
implore  his  majeliy  not  to  impute 
our  forlearance  to  any  want  of 
hncerity  in  our  complaints,  or  dii- 
truft  in  the  juftice  of  our  caufe. 

44  That  we  know,  and  are  fure, 
that  the  profperity  of  his  majelty’s 
dominions  in  former  times  has 
been,  under  divine  providence, 
owing  to  the  harmony  which  has 
for  near  a  century  prevailed  unin¬ 
terruptedly  between  the  crown  and 


this  houfe.  That  we  are  convinced 
that  there  is  no  way  to  extricate 
this  country  from  its  prefent  dif¬ 
ficulties,  but  by  purfuing  the  fame 
fyllem  to  which  we  have  been  in¬ 
debted  at  various  periods  of  our 
hiiiory  for  our  fucceffes  abroad, 
and  which  is  at  all  times  fo  necef- 
fary  for  our  tranquility  at  home. 
That  we  feel  the  continuance  of 
the  prefent  adminillration  to  be  art 
innovation  upon  that  happy  fyflem. 

44  That  we  cannot  but  expert, 
from  their  exigence  under  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  this  houfe,  every  mif- 
fortune  naturally  incident  to  a  weak 
and  diftraricd  government ;  that  if 
we  had  corcealed  from  his  majefty 
our  honed  fentiments  upon  this 
important  crifts,  we  fhould  have 
been  in  fome  degree  refponfible  for 
the  mifchiefs  which  are  but  too  cer¬ 
tain  to  enfue. 

44  That  we  have  done  our  duty 
to  his  majeliy  and  our  conflituents 
in  pointing  out  the  evil,  and  in 
humbly  imploring  redrefs  ;  that  the 
blame  and  refponfihility  mud  now 
lie  wholly  iipop  thofe  who  have 
prefumed  to  advife  h£s  majedy  to 
a£t  in  contradiction  to  the  uniform 
maxims  which  have  hitherto  go-' 
verned  the  conduc'd  of  his  maieftv, , 
as  well  as  every  other  prince  of  his 
illudrious  houfe  *  upon  thofe  who:.: 
have  difregarded  the  opinions,  and, 
neolecded  the  admonitions  of  the 
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representatives  of  his  people,  and: 
who  have  thereby  attempted  to  let 
up  a  new  fyftem  of  executive  adm-i- 
nidration,  which,  wanting  the  cond- 
dence  of  this  houfe,  and  acting  in 
defiance  to  our  resolutions,  mud 
prove  at  once  inadequate,  by  its 
inefficiency,  to  the  necelfary  objects 
of  government,  and  dangerous,  by 
its  example,  to  the  liberties  of  the 
people.” 

The  motion  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  one, 
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It  was  now  fufficiently  evident 
that  the  victory  of  administration 
was  already  fecure.  It  was  not 
however  till  the  next  day,  the  9th 
of  March,  that  opposition  may  be 
laid  to  have  Struck  their  colours, 
and  Surrendered  a  fortrefs,  which 
they  had  defended  with  an  uncon¬ 
querable  perfeverance  and  fpirit, 
that,  whether  we  chufe  to  afcribe 
it  to  an  ardent  love  of  their  coun- 
try,  or  to  an  unbounded  and  infa- 
tiable  ambition,  has  few  examples 
in  the  hiftory  of  paft  ages,  and 
will  probably  be  rarely  imitated  by 
posterity*  The  Step  to  which  we 
allude  was  the  motion  which  was 
made  for  a  long  mutiny  bill,  and 
which  opposition  Suffered  to  be  car¬ 
ried  without  a  division*  A  Short 
mutiny  hill  had  for  fome  time  been 
the  meafure  which  they  had  an¬ 
nounced  as  their  laft  fecurity  againil 
a  fudden  and  premature  dissolution. 
It  is  ever  with  confiderable  flow- 
nefs  and  reluctance,  that  men  are 
brought  to  acknowledge  the  unpo¬ 
pularity  of  their  own  fentiments 
and  their  favourite  meafures*  The 
truth  however  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
had  at  length  become  fo  palpable 
and  reilftlefs  as  to  be  univerfally 
admitted.  In  the  mean  time  it  was 
affirmed  by  the  ex-miniSlers,  that 
the  prefent  tide  of  popular  favour 
originated  folely  in  impoilure  and 
deluSIon,  and  that  nothing  was  ne- 
celfary  but  the  delay  of  a  few 
months,  to  bring  back  the  nation  to 
that  Sober  fenfe  and  that  found  dis¬ 
cernment,  by  which  they  had  been 
fo  long  and  fo  eminently  diftinguifli- 
ed.  But  even  this  laft  refource  was 
given  up  by  them,  and  the  whole 
conteft  ceded  without  any  refer ve 
in  the  affair  of  the  mutiny  bill. 

It  was  now  generally  underftood 
that  the  prefent  parliament  was  im¬ 
mediately  to  be  diffolved,  and  it 
was  a  fubjeCt  of  difeuffioa  for  fe- 


veral  days  in  the  houfe  of  cora« 
mons,  how  far  fuch  a  meafure  was 
practicable  in  the  prefent  Situation 
of  affairs.  It  was  roundly  afferted 
by  Hr  Adam  Fergufon?,  previoufly 
to  adminiftration’s  having  carried 
their  laft  point,  that  the  army  might 
be  legally  kept  up  in  the  kingdom, 
even  without  the  palling  of  a  mu¬ 
tiny  bill.  The  houfe  of  commons 
had  already  voted  the  men,  and 
it  had  alio  voted  the  money  to  pay 
them.  Nothing  therefore  could  at 
any  calculation  be  farther  neceffary 
than  the  confent  of  the  lords,  and 
then  the  crown  might  have  an 
army  in  this  country  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  parliament.  It  was  how¬ 
ever  replied  by  oppofition,  that 
the  army  could  not  be  maintained 
without  difeipline,  and  difeipline 
could  not  be  employed  without  a 
mutiny  bill.  Nothing  Short  of  an 
a£t  of  parliament  could  deprive  an 
Englishman  of  his  inherent  birth¬ 
right,  the  trial  by  jury.  This, 
they  obferved,  was  fo  evidently  and 
incontrovertibly  true,  as  to  ftand  in 
the  preamble  of  every  mutiny  bill 
that  had  ever  exifted  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  They  added,  that  the  votes 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  unac¬ 
companied  with  an  aCt  of  appro¬ 
priation,  were  of  courfe  fuperSeded 
by  every  prorogation  or  diffolu- 
tion  of  parliament.  Hence  they 
inferred,  that  even  though  the 
mutiny  bill  Should  pafs,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  army  would  SI  ill  be 
illegal  ;  and  now  that  the  meafure 
of  a  diffolution  was  totally  unne¬ 
cessary,  that  that  Side  of  the  houfe 
had  explicitly  avowed  their  deter¬ 
mination  to  fupport  and  forward 
the  bufinefs  of  fupply,  it  would  be 
wholly  unjuftiSIable  on  the  part  of 
adminiftration.  If  adminiftration 
diffolved  the  parliament  in  the 
prefent  juncture*  it  would  be  un- 
queftionably  evident  that  they  were 
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jfacrificihg  the  laws  of  their  conn? 
try  for  the  fake  of  taking  advantage 
of  a  momentary  and  unfounded 
popularity,  and:  that  they  dared 
not  venture  the  danger  of  annihi¬ 
lating  the  delu lion  they  had  created, 
even  by  bringing  forward  the  com¬ 
mon  i applies  and  the  neceffary 
faxes  of  the  year.  Thefe  animad- 
v^rfions  however  had  little  effedl 
upon  admiriftration,  and  on  the 
24th  day  of  March  the  parliament 
was  prorogued,  and  the  next  day 
diffolved  by  royal  proclamation. 

In  the  fpeech  which  the  king* 
deliveted,from  the  throne  he  took 
occafion  to  obferve,  that  on  a  full 
conlideration  of  the  prefent  lit  na¬ 
tion  of  affairs,  and  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  circum fiances  which  pro¬ 
duced  it,  he  was  induced  to  put  an 
end  to  the  fitting  of  parliament. 
He  felt  it  a  duty  which  he  owed  to 
the  confiitutio-n  and  to  the  country, 
to  recur  a?  fpeedily  as  poffible  to 
the  l'enl'e  of  his  people  by  the  mode 
of  a  general  election*  He  trufted 
that  this  meafure  would  obviate 
the  mifchiefs  arifing  from  the  un¬ 


happy  divifions  and  diftradtions 
that  had  lately  fubfifted,  and  that 
the  important  objects  that  required 
the  conlideration  of  parliament 
might  be  afterwards  proceeded  up¬ 
on  with  lefs  interruption  and  with 
happier  efFedl.  He  could  have  no 
other  objedt,  than  to  preferve  the 
true  principles  of  the  confiitution, 
and  to  employ  the  powers  intruded 
to  him  by  law  for  the  only  end  for 
which  they  were  given,  the  good 
of  his  people. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the 
eourfe  of  this  long  and  important 
conteft,  was  a  fubjedt  of  much 
anhnadverfion.  Thofe,  who  form 
their  opinion  from  fuccefs,  and 
thol*e’  w^°  regai‘d  every  proceeding 
•  ^  admiration  that  is  marked  with 


inflexibility  and  perfeverance,  have 
of  eourfe  extolled  it  as  a  perfedt  and 
imblemifhe-d  model  of  heroic  vir¬ 
tue.  Others,  on  the  contrary, 
whole  fufpicions  of  obfrinacy  are 
as  rooted  and  violent,  as  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  the  former  are  un reason¬ 
able,  have  allowed  no  merit  to  the 
confiancy  of  the  minifier  in  the 
purfuit  of  an  objedt,  which  they, 
in  the  firit  inftance,  decided  to  be 
unjuftifiable  and  criminal.  It  may 
however  be  doubted,  whether  the 
uniformity  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  fo 
great,  as  either  the  admirers  or  the 
enemies  of  that  qualify  have  iup- 
pofed  it  to  be.  It  may  reafbnably 
be  queftioned  whether  he  fore  law 
the  end  from  the  beginning,  and 
whether  he  did  not  adt  upon  the 
principle  of  thofe  men,  who,  be¬ 
lieving  they  have  engaged  in  a  juft 
and  an  honourable  caufe,  pretend 
not  to  perceive,  and  puzzle  them- 
felves  not  with  the  inveftigation  of 
the  confequences  of  their  exertions. 
This  feems  to  have  been  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  the  reafonings  fo  often  re¬ 
peated  by  Mr.  Pitt.  He  accepted 
of  office  and  continued  in  it  for  the 
fake  of  averting  the  pernicious  ef¬ 
fects  of  Mr.  Fox’s  India  bill,  and 
he  was  fatisfied  that  no  mifehief 
could  refult  from  his  perfeverance, 
fo  greatly  to  be  dreaded  and  fo 
much  to  be  deplored  as  thofe  which 
had  fo  lately  impended  over  his 
country.  Nor  is  it  probable,  either, 
that  when  the  minifier  authorifed 
Mr,  Bankes  to  make  the  aflurances 
we  have  related  upon  the  fubjedt  of 
a  difiolution,  he  forefaw  that  he 
fhould  be  the  adviler  of  that  mea¬ 
fure  ;  or  that,  when  he  pointed  out 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  two  con- 
fiitutional  modes  of  removing  him 
from  the  councils  of  his  fovereign, 
by  impeachment  or  by  addrefs,  he 
had  formed  the  defign  of  continuing 
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in  office,  notwithftanding  the  ad- 
d  relies  which  were  afterwards  pre¬ 
ferred. 

There  are  a  few  mifcellaneous 
circum da  rices  belong  i  ng  to  this  fef- 
lion  of  parliament,  which,  in  or¬ 
der  not  to  break  the  chain  of  con¬ 
nexion  that  runs  through  this  me¬ 
morable  conteft,  we  have  been  ob¬ 
liged  to  poftpone  to  this  place.  It 
was  on  the  1 9th  of  December 
moved  by  Mr.  Lee,  the  king’s  at¬ 
torney-general,  that  the  affair  of 
iir  Thomas  Rumbold,  which  had 
fo  long  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  houfe,  fhould  be  adjourned  to 
a  diftant  dav,  with  the  intention  of 

»  c  ~  * 

its  being  altogether  dropped.  The 


appointment  of  the  new  admim  feta¬ 
tion,  which  took  place  about  the 
fame  time,  was  accompanied  with 
a  numerous  creation  of  peers  ;  Mr. 

1  homas  Pitt,  of  the  elder  branch 
of  the  family  of  the  mini  lie  r,  be¬ 
ing  created  lord  Camelford ;  Mr. 
Carteret,  lord  Carteret ;  Mr.  El¬ 
liot,  lord  Elliot ;  and  foon  after 
the  diftolution  hr  James  Lowther, 
earl  of  Lonfdale  ;  hr  Thomas 
Egerton,  lord  Grey  ;  hr  Charles 
Cocks,  lord  Somers  ;  Mr.  John  Par¬ 
ker,  lord  Boringdon ;  Mr.  Noel 
Hill,  lord  Berwick  ;  Mr.  Dutton, 
lord  Sherborne  ;  and  lord  Bu  Ike  ley,  4 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  lord 
Bulkelev. 
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? Tran  factions  in  the  'Raft,  Conqueft  and  Recovery  of  Canara »  Peace 
•with  Tippo .  Diffentions  at  Madrafs .  Affairs  of  the  Province  of 
Bengal, 


IN  our  preceding  volume  we 
took  notice  of  the  great  import¬ 
ance  of  the  affairs  of  India,  and 
exprelied  our  anxiety  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  our  readers  a  juft,  a  lucid 
and  accurate  idea  of  the  fubjedt. 
As  the  high  degree  of  attention  it 
demanded  of  us  was  in  fome  mea- 
fure  new,  we  were  able  to  do  no 
more  in  that  volume  than  to  fur- 
nifh  an  abridged  relation  of  the 
tranfadfions  of  feveral  years.  The 
brevity  we  were  neceffitated  to  con- 
fult,  prevented  us  from  filling  up 
our  outline,  and  from  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  trace  the  caufes  and  the  mo¬ 
tives,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  ex¬ 
hibited  the  external  face  of  affairs. 
We  have  now  Ids  ground  to  tread 
#ver,  and  are  more  at  liberty  to 
•explore  it  in  all  its  parts.  The  na¬ 


tion  has  heard,  and  with  much 
truth,  from  the  heads  of  different 
political  parties,  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  what  was  wrong  in 
India.  The  attention  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  was  anxioully  folicited  to  this 
quarter  of  the  globe  ;  and  the  ho- 
neft  pride  of  Engliihmen,  and  the 
generous  humanity  of  our  com¬ 
mon  nature  were  interefted  in  the 
feenes  of  mifery  and  confufion  that 
were  difplayed,  and  the  various  re¬ 
medies  that  were  fuggefted.  It  is 
our  province,  not  to  decide  among 
thefe  remedies,  each  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  confiderable  abilities,  but 
to  deferibe  the  fymptoms  of  the 
malady,  and  leave  the  re  ft  to  the 
judgment  of  our  readers.  We  feel 
no  perfonal  enmity  to  any  man. 
We  relpedt  the  abilities  of  Mr. 
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Haftirms,  arid  are  forward  to  after  t,  Britain  were  overtaken  ill  the  ffiidft 
that  if  he  has  done  wrong,  even  of  their  career ;  and  he,  who  is 
the  errors  of  fo  elevated  a  charac-  more  of  a  man  than  an  Engiiffi- 
ter  have  in  them  fomething  of  the  many  will  rejoice  in  the  irregular 
fublime  and  the  attractive.  But  and  unnieafufed,  but  at  the  fame 
we  have  nothing  of  this  kind  to  time  the  juft  and  merited  vengeance 
fmro-eft  for  the  majority  of  his  fel-  that  was  indicted  upon  them  by  the 
low-a£tors  Up0n  this  confpicuous.  prince  whole  dominions  they  were 


icene.  Mr*  Haftmgs  appears  a- 
inorig  his  countrymen  m  India,  as 
q  Cortes  m  the  mid  ft  of  1  izaiios 
and  Almagros,  a  man  of  a  com¬ 
prehend  ve  mind  in  the  midft  ot  the 
robbers  of  provinces  and  deftroy- 
ers  of  nations. 

There  is  a  view  of  our  fubjedt, 
which,  as  it  is  calculated  to  give 
our  readers  a  juft  idea  ot  its  value, 
we  beg  leave  to  mention.  The  hii- 
tory  that  falls  within  thecompafs 
of  our  prefent  volume,  if  it  be  not 
fplendid,  and  do  not  lootne  and 
.flatter  the  pride  ot  Engliflimen,  is 
yet  perhaps  more  inftrudrive,  and 
more  fertile  of  juft  and  accurate 
notions  upon  the  lubjeft,  than  any 
period  of  equal  length  trom  the 
time  that  we  fir  ft  let  foot  in  Hin- 
doftan.  The  llory  with  which  we 
are  to  fet  cut,  cannot  tail  to  re¬ 
mind  our  readers  of  the  fir  ft  con- 
queffs  of  the  Spaniards  in  America. 
They  have  there  been  obliged  to 
pity  an  innocent  and  virtuous,  but 
a  defencelefs  and  unwarlike  people, 
under  the  cruel  hand  of  their  op- 
preflbrs.  In  all  th  s  there  is  fome¬ 
thing  too  purely  melancholy,  and 
too  oppoftte  to  all  the  genuine  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  heart,  not  to  be  pro- 
d u dtive  of  pain,  and  a  certain  intel- 
ledtual  humiliation,  without  an  ade¬ 
quate  balance  of  plea! lire.  In  the 
ftory  of  the  conqueil:  and  recovery 
of  Canara  which  we  have  to  re¬ 
late,  the  Spaniards  may  be  faid  to 
be  brought  a  fecond  time  upon  the 
feene,  but  not  to  lit  down  in  Cullen 
and  infolent  profperity  after  all 
their  crimes.  The  Spaniards  of 


ravaging. 

co  *  —  *  ^ 

The  campaign  of  5783  was  open-r 
ed  in  the  kingdom  of  Canard 
by  brigadier-general  Matthews, 
with  the  ftorm  of  Onore,  on  the  » 
5th  of  January.  The  drama  com¬ 
menced  upon  this  occafion  in  3 
manner  worthy  of  the  events  that 
were  to  follow.  No  quarter  was 
given  by  the  victorious  Rnglifli. 
Every  man  they  met  was  put  to 
the  fword.  Upon  this  occafion  we 
beg  leave  to  tranferibe  three  lines, 
fiom  the  private  letter  of  one  of 
the  officers  concerned  in  the  expe¬ 
dition.  44  The  carnage/’  fays  he, 
44  was  great  :  we  trampled  thick  on 
the  dead  bodies  that  were  ftrewed 
in  the  way.  It  was  rather  Stock¬ 
ing  to  humanity  ■  but  fuch  are  only 
fecondary  conii  ’erations,  and  to  a 
foldier,  whole  bofom  glows  with 
heroic  glory,  they  are  thought  ac¬ 
cidents  of  courfe  ;  his  zeal  makes 
him  afpire  after  farther  victory.’* 
This  part  of  the  peiiinfula  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  untouched  by  the  bar¬ 
barous  and  unfparing  hands  of  Eu¬ 
ropeans,  and'  of  confequence  was 
full  of  riches  and  lplendour.  In  the 
fortrefs  of  Onore,  were  found  fums 
of  money  to  an  unknown  amount, 
befides  jewels  and  diamonds.  A 
conftderable  part  of  this  appears  to 
have  been  fee  tired  as  private  plun¬ 
der  bv  general  Matthews.  The 
complaints  of  the  military  were 
loud  ;  they  thought,  and  naturally, 
that  the  acquifition  of  riches  was 
the  fair  and  reafonable  confequence 
of  the  perpetration  of  bloodfhed. 
But  their  commander  turned  a  deaf 
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e&r  to  their  reprefentations,  and 
hafiened,  bv  addins;  new  laurels  to 
his  fame,  to  hide  the  dander  that 
might  otherwife  reft  upon  him. 

From  Onore,  the  weilern  army 
proceeded  to  the  nearer!  fortrefles 
on  the  fea  eoaii,  More  and  Cunda- 
pour.  Being  joined  by  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  from  Bombay,  under  the 
command  of  colonels  Macleod  and 
Humber  icon,  and  having  received 
poiitive  orders  from  that  preinlency 
to  proceed  for  Hydernagur,  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  Canara,  general  Matthews 
marched  for  the  Gains,  a  ridge  of 
mountains,  which  divide  the  inland 
part  of  this  kingdom  from  that  which 
borders  upon  the  fea.  Here  they 
had  to  penetrate  a  pafs  about  eight 
feet  wide  and  three  miles  in  length, 
ftrongly  fortified,  and  defended 
by  a  prodigious  number  of  na¬ 
tives.  The  Englifh  however  had  al¬ 
ready  obtained  a  conliderable  repu¬ 
tation  by  their  executions  ;  and  the 
life  of  the  bayonet,  the  mod  fatal 
inFrunrent  of  war,  and  which  was 
employed  by  them  on  all  occafions, 
created  fo  extreme  a  terror  in  the 
enemy  as  to  enable  them  to  fur- 
amount  this  otherwife  impregnable 
defile.  An  exprefs  from  the  army 
was  immediately  difpatched  to  Hy¬ 
de  mag  ur,  who  returned  with  an 
offer  oi  furrender,  provided  the  in¬ 
habitants  were  not  mole  [fed,  and 
the  governor  was  permitted  to  fe¬ 
cit  re  his  private  property.  The 
wealth  of  this  metropolis,  in  gold 
alone,  is  varioufly  reprefented.  By 
the  accounts  of  Bombay  it  was 
Fated  only  at  i'yij,oocl.  but  the 
officers  concerned  in  the  expedition 
Fated  it  as  amounting  to  i,  200,000!. 
or  1,920,000  L  It  muF  be  remem¬ 
bered  that  this  was  only  pubi  c 
treafure  :  the  private  property  that 
was  lei  zed  on  by  the  army,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  this  fum,  was  doubtlefs  con¬ 
siderable.  The  treafure  was  at  FrF 
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fhown  by  the  general  to  his  officers* 
and  declared  to  belong  to  the  army# 
Fie  afterwArds  received  new  light 
upon  the  fubject,  and  informed 
them  that  it  actually  belonged  to  the 
Mahometan  governor  of  the  place* 
and  was  fee u red  to  him  by  the 
terms  of  furrender.  In  confe- 
cpience  of  this  new  arrangement, 
it  was  lent  under  the  convoy  o£ 
lieutenant  Matthews,  brother  to 
the  general,  to  Cundaponr,  in  order 
to  be  transmitted  from  thence  to 
Bombay.  Whether  or  no  it  evet 
reached  this  fettlement  we  are  not 
informed. 

If  the  army  were  difeontented 
with  the  felfifh  and  intereFed  con¬ 
duct  of  their  commander  at  Onore, 
their  difpleafure  at  this  new  inFance 
of  the  fame  kind  was  boundlefs 
and  extreme.  Colonel  Macleod 
put.  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  mal¬ 
contents,  and  the  controverfy  grew 
to  1b  great  a  length,  that  this  offi¬ 
cer,  together  with  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  people  in  the  army,  quitted 
Hydernagur,  and  returned  to  Bom¬ 
bay.  The  bittereF  recriminations 
between  the  general  and  his  officers 
fucceeded  this  event.  The  latter 
charged  general  Matthews  with  a 
1  pi rl t  of  peculation,  equally  fupe- 
rior  to  Flame,  and  incapable  of  fa- 
tie  ty.  The  general  in  return  de¬ 
clared  of  his  whole  army,  u  that 
they  had  done  every  thing  that  was 
difrefpeOtful  and  injurious  to  him  ; 
that  order  and  dilcipline  were  at  an 
end  ;  and  that  the  foldiery,  encour¬ 
aged  by  the  practice  of  their  offi¬ 
cers,  were  become  loofe  and  un¬ 
feeling  as  the  moF  licentious  free¬ 
booters.” 

From  Hydernagur  general  Mat¬ 
thews  fent  out  various  detachments 
for  the  forts  in  the  inland  country 
and  upon  the  cqafis.  Of  the  for¬ 
mer  the  principal  was  Annanpour. 
The  expedition  »gainF  this  place 
(or 
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was  commanded  by  major  Camp¬ 
bell  When,  a  practicable  breach 
was  effeCted,  orders  were  iffued  for 
a  ftorm  arid  no  quarter.  They 
were  received  with  alacrity,  and 
put  in  execution  without  delay. 
Every  man  in  the  place  was  put  to 
the  l'word,  except  one  horfeman, 
who  made  his  efcape  after  being- 
wounded  in  three  different  places. 
The  women,  unwilling  to  be  iepa- 
rated  from  their  relations,  or  ex- 
pofed  to  the  brutal  licentioufnels  of 
the  foldiery,  threw  themfelves  in 
multitudes  into  the  moats  with 
which  the  fort  was  fur.rotmded. 
Four  hundred  beautiful  women, 
pierced  with  the  bayonet,  and  ex¬ 
piring  in  one  another’s  arms,  were 
in  this  Rtuation  treated  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  with  every  kind  of  outrage. 
For  this  conduit  the  troops  how¬ 
ever,  wre  are  told,  afterwards  re¬ 
ceived  a  reprimand. 

Carwa  and  Mangalore  were  about 
the  fame  time  attacked  upon  the 
fea  coaft.  As  the  fiege  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  proceeded  (lowly,  general  (Vat- 
thews  marched  again  it  it  in  per  fun. 
The  place  vv^s  taken  alter  an  obfti- 
nate  defence  on  the  9th  day  of 
March.  And  as  the  kingdom  of 
Canara  was  now  completely  fub- 
dued,  general  Matthews  put  his 
army  in  cantonments  for  the  rainy 
feafon.  N 

The  unexampled  fuecefs  of  the 
weftern  army  had  been  chiefly  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  death  of  the  celebrated 
Hyder  in  the  dole  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  year.  His  luccefTor  indeed  pof- 
ieffed  confiderable  reputation  ;  but 
in  all  inftances,  the  death  of  one 
prince  and  the  fucceffion  of  another, 
is  a  confiderable  event  in  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  fiindollan.  In  this  coun¬ 
try  they  have  no  idea  of  a  delegat¬ 
ed  power  left  abfolute  than  the  fu- 
preme.  Tfte  princes  who  govern¬ 
ed  Canara  and  My  fore,  had  no 
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check  upon  any  ambitious  views 
with  which  this  event  might  in- 
fpire  them.  And  it  feems  to  have 
been  more  the  interefted  treachery 
of  the  governor  of  Hyder  nag  ur, 
than  the  valour  and  difcipline  of 
the  Britifh  forces,  that  effected  the 
conqueft  of  the  kingdom  of  Ca¬ 
nara. 

The  abilities  of  Tippoo,  and 
thofe  of  his  predeceffbr,  were  each 
of  them  fo  great  and  fplendid,  that 
it  is  difficult  for  the  man  who  ftu- 
dies  with  attention  the  tranfaCtions 
of  India  to  decide  the  preference. 
But  there  was  much  difparity  in 
their  character  and  difpolitions. 
Hyder  was  cool,  equable,  affable 
and  humane.  Tippoo  was- ardent, 
eager,  enterprifing  and  inflexible. 
The  former  always  accurately  mea- 
fured  the  proportion  betwixt  effects 
and  caufes  ;  and,  though  intrepid 
and  deciflve  in  his  conclufions,  he 
was  exemplarily  patient  and  deli^ 
berate  in  difeuffion.  Tippoo  was 
irregular,  tracklefs  in  his  motions, 
ever  burfting  upon  you  before  he 
was  expected,  and  as  flrong  and 
unmanageable  in  his  feelings,  as  he 
was  irreliftible  and  alinoft  always 
victorious  in  aCtion.  Hyder  was  a 
luminary,  bright  and  beneficent, 
cheering  with  his  begins  the  fub- 
jeCts  of  his  fway  ;  ftiblime  without 
irregularity,  and  admirable  with¬ 
out  aftoniihment.  Tippoo  was  a 
meteor,  that  in  his  orbit  feemed  to 
fet  the  heavens  on  fire  ;  brilliant, 
dazzling  and  glorious,  but  exciting 
an  anxious  terror  in  every  fpec- 
tator,  left  himfelf  fhould  become 
the  victim  of  his  greatnef^.  Such 
was  the  prince  that  was  nowr  about 
to  pour  his  innumerable  forces  up¬ 
on  the  ravagers  of  Canara. 

It  was  on  the  7th  of  April  that 
Tippoo  appeared  before  ffyderna- 
gur.  General  Matthews  had  fcarce- 
ly  had  time  to  colleCt  a  force  of 
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two  thotifafrd  men,  and  to  write  to 
Bombay  for  a  rein  orcement.  This 
preiidency,  prejudiced  againft  him 
by  th«  r-eprefcntaiion?  of  colonel 
Macleod  and  his  companions,  in* 
head  of  complying  with  his  requeft, 
on  the  27th  of  March  fufpended 
him  from  the  command,  and  dif* 
patched  his  rival  to  take  upon  him 
the  direction  of  the  we  hern  army. 
In  the  mean  time  the  army-  of  Tip- 
poo  is  laid  to  have  confided  of  about 
1  ^0,000  men#  They  cohered  the 
hills  on  every  fide  of  the  metropo¬ 
lis  as  far  as  the  eve  could  reach. 

j- 

The  Europeans  in  his  fervice  a- 
moimted  to  about  ^00  men.  The 
engagement  was  fhort,  bloody  and 
deciwve.  The  army  of  general 
Matthews,  defeated  by  the  avenger 
of  his  fubjeCts,  fled  on  rvery  fide; 
and,  leaving  the  town  to  the  enemy, 
took  up  their  refuge  in  the  citadel. 
Tippoo,  whole  firft  objeCt  was  to 
prevent  a  reinforcement,  by  a  ca¬ 
pital  piece  of  generalfnip,  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  paffes  of  the 
Gauts  :  thus  at  once  preventing  all 
affi  fiance  reaching  the  Britifh  army, 
and  cutting  off  from  them  the  pof- 
iibilitc  of  a  retreat.  The  earrifon 
■of  Cundapour  immediately  upon 
this  event  evacuated  the  place  in 
diforder  and  fled  towards  Onore. 
Tippoo  was  able  to  cut  off  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  them  in  their  flight, 
took  many  prifoners,  and  among 
the  reft  lieutenant  Matthews  who 
had  been  governor  of  the  place. 

The.  fultan  now  fat  down  before 
the  fortrefs  of  Ely  dr  nag  ur ;  and  af¬ 
ter  a  deftruCtive  cannon  de  of  iomc- 
thing  more  than  a  fortnight,  he  re¬ 
duced  •  general  Matthews  on  the 
24th  of  April  to  the  demand  of  a 
truce  in  order  to  the  fettling  the 
terms  of  capitulation.  The  condi- 
ons  were,  that  all  public  property 
fhould  remain  in  the  fort,  that  the 
Englifh  fhedl&  engage  to  aCt 


againd  Tippoo  for  a  ftipulated  time, 
that  they  liiould  march  out  with 
the  honours  of  war,  ■  that  they 
fhould  piie  their  arms,  and  that 
they  fhould  have  full  liberty  to  pro¬ 
ceed  unmoleded  with  their  private 
property  to  the  fea  coaft,  from 
thence  to  embark  for  Bombay.  The 
garnfons  ofAnnanpour  and  t  l>e  other 
inland  fortrefTes  were  included  in 
the  capitulation.  The  furrender 
took  place  on  the  28th  of  April. 
The  general  in  order  to  prevent 
too  much  money  from  being  found 
ih  the  poffeifton  of  one  man,  or¬ 
dered  his  officers  to  draw  of  the 
paymaiter  general  whatever  they 
wanted.  When  the  fort  was  fur- 
rendered  to  the  fultan  not  a  fingle 
rupee  was  to  be  found  111  it. 

ippoo  was  probably  ufficiently 
exafperated  again u  the  garrifon  of 
Efydernagur,  bv  the  various  enor- 
rnities  they  had  committed  in  the 
progrefs  of  their  conquefts  The 
cireumf  ance  of  the  fort  being  thus 
dripped  of  every  thing  that  was 
valuable,  finifhed  their  character 
and  decided  their  fate.  It  was  re¬ 
garded  by  the  fultan  as  a  direCt  in¬ 
fraction  of  the  terms  of  capitula¬ 
tion.  Accordingly,  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  he  fent  for  general  Matthews 
to  a  conference.  The  general, 
however  was  not  admitted  to  the 
prefence  of  the  fultan,  but  immedi- 
diately  thrown  into  chains.  Upon 
various  pretences,  Tippoo  fepa- 
rated  molt  of  the  other  principal 
officers  from  the  army.  The  ge¬ 
neral  and  his  c  mpanions  -  ere  con¬ 
ducted  to  Syringpatnam,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  My  fore  ;  and  after  having 
experienced  a  variety  of  feverities, 
he  a  as  at  length  put  todearh.  This 
was  efieCled,  according  ro  fome  ac¬ 
counts,  by  pouring  melted  lead, 
down  his  throat ;  and  according  to 
ethers  by  poifon.  Twenty  offi¬ 
cers  underwent  the  fame  fate.  The 
G  2  be- 
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beverage  that  was  adminiftred  was 
the  milk  of  the  cocoa-tree,  which 
is  faid  to  be  a  moil  inveterate  noi- 
fon.  As  they  peremptorily  retui'ed 
to  fwallow  it,  the  executioners  held 
their  hands  and  fnoulders,  and 
forced  it  down  their  throats.  When 
all  of  them  had  drank  the  fatal 
draught  but  three,  one  or  them, 
captain  Richardfon,  threw  himielf 
upon  his  knees,  and  earneftly  In- 
treated  them,  that  they  would  at 
leaft  fend  to  the  fultan  for  a  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  lentence.  This 
however  was  refufed,  and  the  exe¬ 
cution  completed. 

The  reft  of  the  army  was^  as 
may  naturally  befuppofed^  detained 
prifoners.  Much  complaint  has 
been  made  of  the  feverity  with 
which  they  were  treated.  Some 
doubts  however  may  be  fuggefted^ 
on  this  head.  The  treatment  of 
prifoners  of  war,  even  among  the 
.refined  nations  of  Europe,  is  fel- 
dom  fuch,  as  to  rn^eet  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  fubjecfts  of  it  ;  and  the 
Euglifh  nation  in  particular  has  lit¬ 
tle  to  boaft  upon  this  head.  Sup¬ 
plies  have  fometimes  been  convey¬ 
ed  to  them  from  the  nations  to 
which  they  belong  ;  and  yet  it  has 
generally  been  found,  that  private 
and  voluntary  fubfcriptions  were 
almoft  indifpenfibly  neceflary  to 
preferve  them  from  ftarving.  Want 
of  food,  want  of  cloaths,'  and  want 
of  untainted  air  to  breathe  in,  have 
been  the  uniform  hardfliips  experi¬ 
enced  by  prifoners  of  war  in  this 
kingdom.  The  Britifh  prifoners  in 
Canara,  were  moll  of  them  defti- 
tute  of  ti  e  refource,  either  of  pri¬ 
vate  fubfcription,  or  of  fupplies  from 
their  countrymen.  They  however 
received  ever)'  day  an  allowance  of 
food  and  money.  Thefe  fupplies 
were  irregular  and  unequal ;  but 
this  very  inequality  affords  a  pre- 
fumption,  that  the  feverities  they 
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experienced  did  not  all  or  them 
orEinate  in  the  direbtion  of  the 
fultan. 

It  cannot  however  be  affierted, 
that  Tippoo  entertained  much  par¬ 
tiality  and  confideration  for  any 
part  of  the  army  he  had  reduced  to 
furrender.  The  treatment  even  of 
thole  prifoners  that  had  been  taken 
in  former  campaigns  is  faid  to  have 
been  altered  after  the  capture  of 
Hydernagur.  Immediately  upon 
the  determination  on  his  part  not 
to  attend  to  the  terms  of  furrender, 
the  captured  army  was  drawn  up, 
and  one  by  one  rifled  of  every 
thing  valuable.  They  were  then 
marched,  officers  and  foldiers,  chain¬ 
ed  two  and  two  together  with  hand* 
cuffs.  When  they  arrived  at  their 
deftined  place  of  confinement,  they 
were  in  fome  places  loaded  with 
fetters.  Medicines  were  refufed 
to  thofe  that  were  lick,  It  being  an- 
fwered  to  their  demand,  that  “  they 
had  not  come  there  to  live,  and 
that  the  fultan  would  be  happy  to 
hear  they  were  all  dead.”  The 
dead  were  thrown  over  the  walls  of 
the  prifon  and  devoured  by  tygers. 
Many  arts  were  employed  to  inr 
duce  the  prifoners  to  enlift  in  the 
fervice  of  Tippoo,  and  one  officer 
in  particular  was  led  three  times 
to  the  foot  of  the  gallows  to  inti¬ 
midate  him  into  compliance.  Va¬ 
rious  converts  however  were  m^de 
to  the  government  of  Tippoo  and 
the  Mahometan  religion,  and  many 
are  faid  to  have  been  detained  in 
the  fervice  of  the  fultan  without 
their  confent.  The  fepoys  were 
obliged  to  work  as  Haves,  but  this 
treatment  was  not  extended  to  any 
European,  officer  or  private.  It 
has  been  after  ted,  that,  a  fhort  time 
before  the  conclufion  of  peace, 
Tippoo  had  iffiucd  his  orders  for  a 
general  mediae  re  of  the  prifoners  ; 
and  it  is  added,  that  it  was  at  this 
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time  that  lieutenant  Matthews  and 
another  officer  were  led  into  the 
woods  at  midnight  and  cut  to  pieces 
by  the  Canarins. 

1  his  treatment,  whether  it  were 
fy flematical  or  not  on  the  part  of 
Tippoo,  was  not  much  relifhed  by 
the  Eritifh.  They  applied  in  par¬ 
ticular  to  lieutenant-colonel  De 
Colligne,  commander  in  chief  of 
the  French  in  the  fervice  of  the 
fultan,  but  received  no  anfwer. 
'1  his  neglect  greatly  irritated  the 
Engliih  officers  ;  and  a  fimilar 
complaint  of  inhumanity  has  been 
made  again  ft  M.  .de  Suffren,  who 
commanded  the  French  fleet  in  the 
Eaft-Indies.  The  prifoners,  who 
were  taken  by  him,  were  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  Tippoo.  Suf¬ 
fren,  in  anfwer  to  the  rcprefenta- 
tion  that  was  made  to  him  by  the 
naval  prifoners,  exp  re  {fed  himfelf 
extremely  lorry,  that  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  lefs  favourable  treatment 
than  the  fultan  had  promifed  him, 
bur  charged  their  misfortunes  to 
the  refufal  of  fir  Edward  Hughes 
to  a  cartel  that  had  been  propofed 
on  the  part  of  the  French.  We 
feel  ourielves  however  unwilling 
to  admit  Wanton  and  indifcriminate 
accufations  of  this  kind,  and  efpe- 
,  daily  againfl  a  man,  fo  elevated  in 
'  his  genius,  fo  poliflied  and  urbane 
in  his  manners,  and  of  fo  high  a  re¬ 
putation  for  benevolence  and  hu¬ 
manity  as  the  French  admiral.  Un¬ 
able  to  exchange  his  prifoners,  de¬ 
termined,  as  he  declared  himfelf  to 
be,  by  the  example  he  “  had  feen 
at  New  York  of  300  Frenchmen, 
crouded  into  a  prifon  fbip,  and  dy¬ 
ing  of  an  epidemical  dileafe,”  ne¬ 
ver  to  hold  men  in  a  naval  con¬ 
finement,  there  was  no  other  alter¬ 
native,  than  either  to  deliver  them 
to  the  fultan,  or  to  fend  them  to 
the  Mauritius,  the  latter  of  which 
would  probably  have  been  unac- 


1  of 

ceptable  to  the  captives,  as  well  as 
incompatible  with  the  objeCts  of 
his  command.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
French  army  are  univerfally  faid 
to  have  been  treated  with  extreme 
attention  and  humanity. 

After  the  capture  of  Plyderna- 
gur,  the  evacuation  of  Cundapour, 
and  the  re-conqueft  of  the  inland 
country,  there  kill  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  Engliih  three  conft- 
derable  ports  of  the  kingdom  of 
Canaru,  Mangalore,  Gnore  and 
Carv/a.  The  fiege  of  thefe  "was 
formed  at  one  and  the  fame  time  by 
the  victorious. Tippoo.  Mangalore 
is  the  principal  port  in  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  this  prince.  It  was  de¬ 
fended  by  major  Campbel,  whofe 
conduCt  at  Annanpour  we  have  al¬ 
ready  noticed,  with  a  force  that 
was  regarded  by  the  preftdency  of 
Bombay  as  a  good  foundation  for  a 
new  army.  Tippoo  fat  down  be« 
fore  it  in  perfon  on  the  19th  day 
of  May.  The  attack  and  the  de¬ 
fence  were  conducted  with  equal 
obftinacy  and  fpirit.  The  fultan 
was  ftimulated  by  every  motive  that 
could  influence  the  haughtinefs  of 
a  monarch,  or  the  regards  of  the 
father  of  his  people  ;  and  the  Bri- 
tii'h  fought  for  no  lefs,  than  their 
booty,  their  liberty,  and  their  lives. 
The  garrifon  was  foon  reduced  to 
the  greateft  diilrefs  for  want  of  pro- 
viflons  ;  and  in  fomewhat  more 
than  two  months  from  the  opening 
of  the  fiege  Tippoo  efteCted  a  prac¬ 
ticable  breach  in  the  walls  of  the 
place.  It  was  at  this  critical  mo¬ 
ment,  that  news  reached  the  army 
of  the  fultan  of  the  conclufion  of 
peace  between  the  belligerent  pow-» 
ers  in  Europe.  Upon  this  occa- 
flon  the  French  troops  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  this  prince  informed  him 
that  he  could  have  their  affiftance 
no  longer.  Intreaties,  threats,  and 
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fome  degree  of  violence,  appear  to 
have  been  employed  to  induce 
them  to  alter  their  refolution,  but 
'M.  De  Coffigne  was  inflexible. 
Tippoo  was  therefore  induced  on 
the  zd  of  Aiigult  to  agree  to  a  cef- 
fation  of  hoiti litres  with  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  Mangalore,  upon  condition, 
of  every  thing  remaining  in  its 
prefent  htuation,  and  no  reinforce¬ 
ments  of  any  kind  being  admitted 
into  the  place.  The  Englifh  fup- 
plied  the  Europeans  in  the  fervice 
of  Tippoo  with  a  fum  of  money  to 
affifl  them  in  their  march  towards 
Tclicherry. 

We  have  already  faid,  that  on 
the  2v  th  of  March  the  government 
,.of  Bombay  fuperfeded  general  iv  at- 
thews  in  the  command  of  the  weft- 
ern  army.  In  purfuance  of  their 
refolution,  colonel  Macleod  failed 
on  the  q th  of  April,  in  the  Ranger 
{loop  of  war,  to  afiume  the  com¬ 
mand.  In  paffing  by  Gheria,  a 
confiderable  port  in  the  dominion 
of  the  Marattas,  he  was  feized,  af¬ 
ter  a  deiperate  engagement,  not- 
withflanding  the  treaty  of  peace,  fo 
lately,  and  fo  folemnly  ratified,  and 
condu&ed  back  with  them  in  tri¬ 
umph.  rI  his  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  Marattas  has  never  been  ex¬ 
plained.  Colonel  Macleod  how¬ 
ever  was  liberated  on  the  27th  of 
•M  av,  and  immediately  returned  to 
Bombay.  He  failed  once  again 
with  a  confiderable  reinforcement 
of  troops  and  vefiels,  and  arrived 
off  the  port  of  Mangalore  a  few 
days  after  the  trm  e  had  been  con¬ 
cluded.  he  could  not  however 
be  pr  matted  to  throw  any  fuccours 
into  the  place. 

Immediately  upon  his  arrival 
Mr.  Macleod,  whom  v\e  now  find 
decorated  with  the  title  of  general, 
/came  cn  fliore,  and  demanded  a 
conference  with  the  fultan,  by 
whom  he  was  received  with  the 


utmoft  refpeff  and  attention.  The 
horrors  of  war  had  now  for  fome 
years  been  laying  waffe  every  part 
of  the  peninfula.  Sufficient  glory 
had  been  acquired  by  Tippoo,  to 
fatisfy  any  ambition  that  was  not 
perfedly  imnaealu table.  Sufficient 
bloodfhed,  cruelty  and  devafiation 
had  been  produced,  to  induce  any 
man,  who  had  a  latent  fpark  of  hu¬ 
manity  in  his  breaff,  to  defire  the 
re  flotation  of  tranquillity.  Tippoo 
was  now  deferted  by  his  European 
allies.  Thefe  were  his  engineers-, 
hi  officers  of  artillery,  his  mailers 
in  the  art  of  war,  and  the  flower 
of  his  army.  Befi.de  this  he  found 
fome  ground  of  apprehenfion  in* 
the  offenfive  alliance,  that  had  lately 
been  concluded  between  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  and  the  Marattas.  The  Ma¬ 
rattas  wrere  his  hereditary  and  ir¬ 
reconcilable  enemies,  and  the 
treats,  which  had  juft  been  con* 
eluded,  was  inforced  and  flimulated 
in  the  execution  by  an  agreement 
for  the  partition  of  his  dominions* 
Under  thefe  circumllances  the  ful¬ 
tan  expreffed  himfelf  ardently  de- 
firous  of  peace,  and  willing  to  con¬ 
clude  it  with  the  Britifh  nation  on 
the  mold  honourable  terms. 

In  the  ponclufion  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  it  was  agreed  between  Tippoo 
and  the  Englifh  general,  that  the 
former  fhould  difpatch  meffengers, 
at  one  and  the  fame  time,  to  the 
prefioency  of  Madras,  and  to  the 
pefhwa  of  the  Marattas,  with  pro- 
pofals  for  the  ccnclufion  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  pacification.  In  anfwer  to 
thefe  propofals  a  letter  was  dii- 
patched  about  the  month  of  O6I0- 
her  by  Sindia,  and  another  by  the 
guardian  of  the  pefhwa,  expreffing 
their  refolution  to  a£t  entirely  in 
concert  with  the  government  of  the 
Britifh  Eafl  Indies,  and,  if  Tippoo 
did  not  confent  to  the  immediate 
evacuation  of  the  Carnatic,  to  unite 
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with  the  Englifh,  and  never  more 
to  he  at  peace  with  him.  Tippoo 
appears  to  have  adted,  through  the 
whole  tranfaction,  with  open n els 
and  candour  j  and  he  dil'patched 
orders  to  his  general  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Arcot,  to  enter  into  pro¬ 
visional  arrangements  for  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  his  conquefts,  and  to 
come  in  perfon  to  Syringpatnam, 
along  with  the  deputies  he  expected 
from  the  presidency  of  Madras. 

Never  was  a  neutrality  lefs  cor¬ 
dial  and  amicable,  than  that  which 
was  maintained  between  the  natives 
and  the  Britifh  in  the  kingdom  of 
Canara,  Tippoo  is  faid  to  have 
engaged  to  provide  a  market  to  fup- 
ply  the  garrifon  of  Mangalore  with 
all  kinds  of  grain,  fuch  as  the 
country  produced,  and  at  the  ufual 
prices ;  and  to  permit  fuch  articles 
as  the  country  did  not  afford  to  be 
conveyed  to  them  by  lea.  This 
agreement  however  was  very  indif¬ 
ferently  fulfilled,  and  the  force  of 
major  Campbei  was  almoll  in  a 
flarving  condition.  About  the  fame 
time  fome  boats  with  fepoys  having 
been  wrecked  near  .  Cannanore, 
near  two  hundred  of  them  were 
feized  and  detained  by  the  princefs, 
notwith Handing  repeated  applica¬ 
tions  “made  for  their  releafe  by  ge¬ 
neral  Macleod  and  the  refident  of 
Telichery.  This  event  gave  occa- 
fion  to  a  report,  which  feems  to 
have  fpread  through  the  whole  pen- 
infula,  of  general  Macleod  in  per¬ 
fon  having  been  fuqfrifed  by  the 
fultan.  in  confequence  of  this 
report,  the  Marattas  dil'patched  an 
officer  to  attack  a  fort  of  Tippoo 
which  bordered  upon  their  domi¬ 
nions,  and  their  commander  in 
chief  encamped  with  his  main  army 
under  the  wails  of  Poona  on  the 
1 5th  of  November.  The  prefi- 
dency  of  Madras  had  previoufly  re- 
folved  to  fend  Mr.  Sadlier,  one  of 


the  council,  and  Mr.  Staunton, 
the  confidential  fecretary  of  lord 
Macartney,  to  negotiate  the  terms 
of  peace.  At  the  fame  time  colo¬ 
nel  Fuilarton  was  dil'patched  with 
a  confiderabie  force  to  the  province 
of  Dindigubto  hold  the  fultan  in 


awe,  and  in  cafe  of  a  recommence¬ 
ment  of  hoitiiities  to  effedt  a  diver- 
lion  in  favour  of  the  garrifon  of 
Mangalore.  Colonel  Fuilarton  had 
been  firfi  expedited,  but  the  report 
we  have  mentioned  having  in  the 
mean  time  reached  Madras,  Mr. 
Sadlier  did  not  leave  that  place  till 
the  9th  of  November.  Colonel 
Fuilarton,  conceiving  the  cefTation 
of  arms  as  being  already  dilfolved, 
attacked  and  made  himfelf  mailer 
of  Palacacherrv  on  the  14th  of  No¬ 
vember. 

1  he  garrifon  of  Mangalore  was 
now  reduced  to  the  utmolf  extre¬ 
mity.  On  the  13th  of  November 
general  Macleod  failed  from  Teli- 
cherry  with  a  determination  at  all 
events  to  relieve  the  place.  To  ef¬ 
fedt  this  purpofe  the  attack  was  al¬ 
ready  arranged,  the  lhip  cleared 
for  a  diion,  and  the  boats  brought 
in  under  the  fhore,  in  order  to  ef¬ 
fect  the  landing  of  the  troops.  The 
ohjedl  however  was  accomplifhed 
without  bloodfhed.  Tippoo  con- 
fented  that  the  garrifons  of  Man¬ 
galore,  Onore  and  Carwa,  fhould 
receive  one  month’s  fupply  of  pro¬ 
visions,  and  engaged  to  admit  a  li* 
milar  fupply  on  the  fame  day  in 
the  following  month.  The  relief 
was  eftedled  on  the  23th  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  General  Macleod  no  fooner 
returned  to  Telicherry,  than  he  led 
an  expedition  in  order  to  chaftife 
the  princefs  of  Cannanore.  The 
fortrefs,  like  that  of  Onore  in  the 
expedition  of  Matthews,  was  taken 
by  fiorm  on  the  14th  of  December, 
and  the  princefs  was  made  a  pri- 
foner.  As  fhe  was  the  ally  and 
G  4  depend* 
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dependent  of  Tip  poo,  that  prince 
loudly  Complained  of  the  conduc'd 
of  the  Britifh  general,  as  a  breach  of 
the  truce  concluded  at  Mangalore. 

The  negotiations  however  were 
trot  broken  off  by  the  event,  and 
a  mifunderfanding  having  taken 
place  between  Mr.  Sadher  and  Mr. 
Staunton,  refpehmg  the  uncondi- 


leod 


tional  furrender  of  the  fortrefies,  a 


pafs  was  granted  by  the  fultan  tor 
a  third  commiffioner,  who  was  now 
difpatched  from  Madras.  Peace 
was  at  length  concluded  on  the 
i  ith  of  March  1784,  on  the  terms 
of  mutual  reititufion,  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  prifoners  on  either  fide. 


from  the  command  of  th,e  ar-r 
my.  Of  the  reafons  and  the  con- 
fequenee  of  this  proceeding  we  are 
not  yet  informed. 

1  here  is  no  part  of  the  provinces 
with  which  eve  are  acquainted  ill 
the  halt  Indie-,  that  prefents  to 
us  a  profpedt  more  melancholy  and 
repuUive  than  the  dominions  of  the 
nabob  of  Arcot,  This  prince  had 
originally  been  placed  and  main¬ 
tained'  by  us  on  the  throne  in  op- 


pofiuon  tov  a  competitor,  whole 


claims  were  perhaps  more  rightful, 
but  who  was  fupported  by  the  go¬ 
vernors  of  the  breach  fettlements 
on  the  coait  of  Coromandel.  No- 
been  more  unfortunate 


and  an  exprefs  declaration  on  the  thing  ha 
part  of  the  fultan,  that  he  would  and  ruinous  than  the  period  of  his 
never  revive  his  claim  so  the  fove-  government.  His  t  ran  factions 
reignty  of  the  Carnatic.  It  feems  however  have  been  fo  much  in- 
proper  to  add,  that  the  conduct  of  volved  with  thofe  of  the  company's 
Mr.  Sadlier,  who  joined  the  Ping-  fervants,  that  it  is  difficult  to  pro- 
lifh  prifoners  at  Ofcotta,  by  no  Bounce  in  what  degree  the  calami- 
means  met  the  approbation  of  the  ties  to  which  we  have  alluded,  are 
officers  recently  delivered  from  con-  to  be  afenbed  to  the  indolence  or 
hnement.  Thefe  gentlemen  had  the  tyrannical  difpofitions  of  the 
previoufly  obndu.ed  from  the  com-  nabob,  and  in  what  degree  to  the 
miffioner  of  the  fultan  the  indul-  inaufpicious  interference  of  the 
gence  of  marching  without  hand-  Englifh  lettlers.  He  had  ruined 
cuffs,  but  this  favour  was  not  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  common  fo  Idlers. 

Mr.  Sadlier's  intereft  was  therefore 
folic i ted  h  r  this  purpofe,  but  he 


his  country  by  his  extortions, 


-refilled  the  requeft,  and  is  laid  to 
have  added,  that  u  the  duration  in 
which  the  troops  now  were,  was 
the  bed  and  fee ure if  method  of 
marching  them.”  Upon  the  con¬ 
dition  of  peace  Tippoo,  ffruck 
with  the  refolute  and  obftinate  de- 


preffions  and  arbitrary  proceedings 
of  various  kinds,  notwithstanding 
which,  far  from  having  accumu¬ 
lated  treafure,  he  was  to  the  halt 


degree  necefiitous,  and  in  debt  to 


a.i 


1  the  world.  It  was  this  dilheffied 


condition  of  his  affairs,  combined 
with  the  improvidence  and  internal 
weaknels  or  our  government,  that 
made  his  dominions  the  eafy  and 


fence  of  the  garrifon  of  Manga-  unrelifting  prey  of  Hyder  Ali  in 

1780.  Having  found  himfelf  to- 


lore,  and  irritated  again  it  the  go 
vernor,  who  had  furrendered  the 
place  to  general  Matthews,  ordered 
him  to  be  blown  from  the  mouth 
of  a  cannon.  The  news  of  the 


tally  incompetent  to  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  his  affairs,  in  the  month 
of  December  1781,  he  made  an  af~ 
fignment  of  all  his  revenues  to  lord 


a  cannon,  me  news 
treaty  no  fooner  reached  Bombay,  Macartney  on  the  part  of  the  Eaft- 
than  that  prelidency  came  to  a  re r  India  company  for  the  fupport  of 
foluuon  to  fufpend  general  Mac*  the  war.  This  alignment  received 
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the  fandtion  of  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors  at  home  on  the  5th  of  Septem¬ 
ber  1782.  In  the  meantime,  the 
nabob,  repenting  of  his  engage¬ 
ment,  diiTa:  isned  with  the  con¬ 
duct:  of  the  government  of  Madras, 
or  more  probably  infligated  by  his 
fraudulent  creditors  of  this  country, 
remand  rated  to  the  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil  at  Bengal,  that  the  conditions, 
for  which  the  inferior  prelidency 
had  engaged,  had  not  properly  been 
fulfilled,  and  praying  to  be  releafed 
from  the  cefiion  he  had  made,  Kis 
petition  was  granted  by  the  fu¬ 
preme  council,  upon  condition  of 
his  paying  a  Specific  fum,  monthly, 
to  the  company,  and  orders  were 
accordingly  difpatched  to  lord  Mac¬ 
artney.  Thefe  ffeps  were  taken  in 
March  1783,  and  the  difpatches 
accompanied  general  Coote  in  the 
tsft  voyage  he  made  to  the  preli¬ 
dency  of  Madras. 

Such  wa  the  foundation  of  a 
controverlv,  which  has  attracted 
much  attention,  and  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  important  confequences. 
Lord  Macartney  felt  an  entire  per- 
fualion  of  the  incapacity  and  in** 
difpofitton  to  a  right  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  of  the  nabob  of  A  root. 
Satisfied  as  much  as  ever  of  the 
wifdom  and  policy  of  the  tranf- 
adtion,  and  convinced  of  the  rec¬ 
titude  of  his  condudf,  he  was  dif- 
pofed  to  perfevere  in  the  line  he 
had  chofen,  notwithftanding  the 
groundlefs  complaints  of  the  tri¬ 
butary  monarch.  With  thefe  in¬ 
clinations  he  remon Orated  in  ftrong 
terms  again  ft  the  mandate  of  the 
fupreme  council  •  urged  the  injuf- 
tice  of  expofing  the  renters,  who 
had  undertaken  with  the  EngTifti 
government  in  defiance  of  the  ma¬ 
chinations  of  the  nabob,  to  the  re- 
fentments  of  that  prince ;  and  repre- 
fented  the  meafure,  as  big  with  op- 
preffion,  depredation  and  ruin.  The 
government  of  Bengal  in  the  mean 


time,  whatever  were  its  character 
in  other  relpedfs,  cannot  be  charg¬ 
ed  with  verfatility,  inconiequence, 
and  an  inattention  to  the  dignity 
and  powers  veiled  in  it  by  law. 
They  were  equally  tenacious  with 
the  prelidency  of  Madras,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  wrote  to  lord  Macartney 
on  the  15th  of  Auguft  1783,  re¬ 
peating  their  former  orders,  and  re¬ 
quiring  an  immediate  and  unre¬ 
fer  ved  compliance.  In  the  mean 
time  the  approbation  of  the  court 
of  diredlors  arrived  at  Madras,  and 
put  an  end  to  all  farther  proceed¬ 
ings  on  the  fubjedl. 

Major  general  Stuart,  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  had  been  particularly  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  arreft  and  imprifonment 
of  lord  Pigot,  upon  this  occaiion 
loudly  declared  himfelf  the  parti- 
fan  of  the  government  of  Bengal. 
It  was  to  the  bold  and  untemporif- 
ing  part  that  he  took  in  this  affair, 
that,  fo  far  as  we  can  penetrate  intd 
the  myftery  that  obfeures  the  inter¬ 
nal  tranfadtions  of  our  Indian  go¬ 
vernment,  are  to  'be  aferibed  his 
fubfequent  misfortunes.  The  fitu- 
ation  of  the  nobleman  who  now 
prefided  at  Madras,  was  not  very 
different  from  that  of  lord  Pigot  in 
1776.  Each  of  them  had  held 
himlelf  up  as  a  reformer,  and  each, 
of  them  are  fuppofed  by  thofe, 
who  have  feen  the  tenour  of  our 
tranfadlions  in  India  in  an  unfa¬ 
vourable  light,  to  have  poflefifed 
too  much  virtue,  too  much  purity, 
and  too  little  indulgence  and  ma¬ 
nagement  for  the  finifter  condud 
of  thofe  around  them,  not  to  have 
incurred  much  dillike  and  odium. 
Lord  Pigot,  as  well  as  lord  Macart¬ 
ney,  had  the  misfortune  to  incur 
the  enmity  of  the  nabob,  and 
the  difpleafure  of  the  fupreme 
council  at  Bengal.  And  to  com¬ 
plete  the  refiemblance  each  of  them 
was  oppofed  at  home  by  the  fame 
individual.  General  Stuart  was  a 
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veteran  officer,  who  had  expofed 
himfelf  to  all  the  rigours  of  the 
military  life,  and  who  had  recently 
loft  one  of  his  legs  in  the  fervice 
of  the  company*  His  reputation 
was  that  of  a  man,  daring,  intrepid 
and  fearlefs  in  the  very  high  eft  de¬ 
gree  ;  and  he  had  never  been  known 
to  commit  himfelf  in  any  bunneis, 
in  which  he  did  not  exert  eveiy 
nerve,  and  put  to  hazard  eveiy 
thing  that  was  dear  to  him,  rather 
than  lit  down  with  the  ignominy  of 
a  defeat. 

Alike  in  lituation  and  circum- 
ffances,  lord  Macartney  was  detei- 
tnined  not  by  any  timidity  and  ir- 
refolution  on  his  part,  to  incur  the 
fate  of  lord  Pigot.  The  celfation 
of  hoftilities  was  no  looner  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  French  and  the 
Englifh  in  the  month  of  June,  than, 
to  give  a  kind  of  check  to  general 
Stuart,  and  to  furnifh  him  with  a 
warning  of  what  he  was  farther  to 
expedt,  if  he  per  ft  tied  in  his  difaf- 
fedfion,  the  government  or  Madras 
recalled  him  from  the  held,  and 
appointed  general  Bruce  in  his 
placg.  Undifmayed  however  by 
this  proceeding,  he  appeal  s  to  have 
been  as  bitter  and  unreferved  as 
ever  in  his  invedtives  a  gain  ft  tne 
civil  governor.  Accordingly  the 
prefidency  went  on  to  difmils  him 
from  the  fervice  of  the  company, 
and  on  the  17th  of  September  the 
fentence  of  his  difmiihon  was  palled 
upon  him  in  his  prefence.  If  he 
intended  to  carry  his  oppofition  to 
farther  extremities  there  was  cer¬ 
tainly  now  no  time  to  be  loft.  He 
is  faid  to  have  Buffered  fo  much  of 
his  deftgn  to  efcape  him  before  his 
judges,  as  to  declare  he  would  dif- 
pute  their  fentence.  Immediately 
after,  he  left  the  fort,  and  retired  to 
a  ho ufe  occupied  by  him  in  the 
town.  He  was  here  accompanied 
by  major  Grattan,  through  whom 
he  had  been  accuftomed  on  parti¬ 


cular  occafions  to  iffue  his  orders  t© 
the  troops.  He  was  lurroimded 
by  his  fecretary  and  aides  de  camp,  - 
and  had  a  guard  at  his  houfe. 

It  is  by  no  means  unexampled 
for  a  man  to  be  at  the  fame  time 
a  bad  fubjebt  to  the  civil  power, 
and  an  excellent  ioldier,  a  Ikilful 
general,  acceptable  to  his  equals, 
and  adored  by  the  troops  under  his 
command.  Such  was  perhaps  the 
character,,  of  this  officer.  1  here 
feems  to  be  little  room  for  doubt 
that  he  intended  to  enter  without 
delay  upon  the  moil  decifive  mea- 
fures,  and  to  ftake  his  future  fuc- 
cefs,  his  fortune  and  his  life  a- 
gainft  that  of  the  governor  of  Ma¬ 
dras.  Lord  l^lacartney  was  com¬ 
paratively  fpeaking  a  man  of  peace, 
funmmd'ed  with  formality  and 
pomp  and  the  etiquette  of  office, 
and  general  Stuart  leems  to  have 
been  perfeftly  fecure  that  in  Baking 
againft  fuch  a  character  the  cele¬ 
rity,  the  intrepidity  and  the  expe¬ 
rience  of  a  veteran,  who  was  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  be  frightened  with 
names,  or  to  be  deterred  by  the  ar- 
duoufnefs  of  his  undertaking,  he 
mu  ft  come  off  with  the  advantage. 
This  fecurity  was  fatal  to  his  pro¬ 
ject.  Lord  Macartney  had  not 
gone  fo  far,  as  to  fet  the  commander 
in  chief  at  defiance,  without  being 
prepared  for  the  conlequences.  In¬ 
formed  that  general  Stuart  was  bu- 
fiiy  employed  in  drawing  out  orders 
for  the  army,  he  that  very  evening 
difpatched  the  adjutant  of  the  gar- 
rifon,  together  with  Mr.  Staunton, 
his  confidential  fecretary,  and  a 
fmall  body  of  fepoys,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  fixty-fix,  to  put  him  under 
arreft  and  convey  him  into  the  fort. 
Mr.  Staunton  and  his  companion 
proceeded  to  the  general’s  home 
about  eight  in  the  evening,  in  the 
order  ufually  obferved  by  vifitors. 
They  afeended  without  interrup¬ 
tion  to  the  general’s  apartment. 

They 


They  found  him  employed  with 
major  Grattan  and  his  fecretary  in 
the  manner  they  had  been  inform¬ 
ed,  and  immediately  announced 
their  errand.  Nothing  could  have 
been  more  furprifing  and  unexpect¬ 
ed  to  the  general.  He  however 
made  objections,  laid  he  would  obey 
the  arret!  at  a  future  time,  and  at 
length  teemed  determined  to  hand 
upon  his  defence.  Meafures  were 
now  taken  for  introducing  the  fe- 
poys,  and  twelve  of  them  only  be¬ 
ing  ready,  Mr.  Staunton  led  them 
up  flairs,  with  their  bayonets  fixed 
and  his  drawn  fword  in  his  hand. 
Upon  his  appearance  major  Grat¬ 
tan  advanced  towards  him,  and  in 
a  tone  not  lefs  expreflivc  of  firm- 
nefs  than  reproach,  alked  him  if 
his  proceedings  were  decent,  and 
added,  that  he  mu  ft  be  anfwei  able 
for  them.  It  now  appeared  to  be 
uncertain  how  far  major  Grattan 
meant  to  carry  his  refiftance  ;  and 
the  fuccefs  of  that  refiftance  if 
made,  was  not  lei's  doubtful  The 
number  of  Europeans  was  equally 
few  on  both  hides.  The  part  that 
would  be  taken  by  the  fepoys,  either 
above  or  below  liairs,  depended  on 
the  limpreffion  of  the  moment. 
They  had  been  marched  in  an  en¬ 
tire  ignorance  of  the  fubjedt  of 
their  deftination.  They  were  ac- 
cuftcmed  to  refpeeft  and  obey  the 
general,  his  fecretary  fpoke  their 
language  fluently,  and  his  aide  de 
c  imp  was  in  the  habit  of  command¬ 
ing  them.  The  fervants  of  the 
prefldency  however  had  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  coming  prepared,  and  with 
an  entire  knowlege  of  the  fervice 
they  had  undertaken,  while  gene¬ 
ral  Stuart  and  h  s  companions  were 
taken  by  furprize.  Mr.  Staunton 
accordingly  aiTurned  a  loud  and  au¬ 
thoritative  tone,  and  replied  with 
afperity  to  the  expoftulation  of 
major  Grattan,  while  the  general 


on  the  contrary  wafted  his  moments 
in  arguing  the  point  of  law  with 
the  adjutant,  and  reprefenting  the 
informality,  of  his  proceedings,  as 
he  produced  no  written  order.  He 
took  dpwn  the  names  of  the  per- 
fons  concerned  in  the  arreft,  and 
infilled  upon  being  moved  from  his 
feat,  in  order  to  afeertain  the  per- 
fonal  force  employed  againft  him. 
This  propofal  was  complied  with, 
and  he  was  then,  affifted  by  his 
own  fervants,  conveyed  without  dif¬ 
ficulty  into  the  fort.  On  the  16th 
of  G  Ho  her  he  was  put  on  board  a 
fmall  veflel  in  the  fervice  of  go¬ 
vernment  in  o.der  to  be  brought  to 
England. 

It  leldom  happens  that  a  ftrong 
and  ipirited  meafure  can  be  taken, 
without  Involving  with  it  new  fix¬ 
ations,  that  require  equal  exertion 
and  firmnefs.  When  general  Bruce 
was  appointed  to  the  command  in 
the  field,  general  fir  John  Bur- 
goyne,  who,  as  well  as  fome  other 
officers  now  upon  the  coaft  of  Co¬ 
romandel,  was  f'enior  to  general 
Bruce,  was  ill  at  Madras,  It  would 
however  have  been  more  conform¬ 
able  to  precedent,  to  have  named 
general  Burgoyne,  conditionally, 
when  his  health  fhould  permit  him 
to  take  the  field  ;  but  he  does  not 
leem  to  have  been  equally  in  the 
confidence  of  the  governor  of  Ma¬ 
dras.  Not  long  after  general  Bruce 
fell  ill,  and  fir  John  Burgoyne  was 
ordered  to  join  the  army  returning 
from  the  ftege  of  Cuddalore.  A- 
gainft  neither  of  the  flops  of  this 
arrangement  had  he  made  any  com¬ 
plaint.  But  the  fixation  was  dif¬ 
ferent,  when  general  Stuart  was  dif- 
mifled  from  the  company’s  fervice, 
and  fir  John  Burgoyne  was  nomi¬ 
nated  to  fuperfede  him  in  the  en¬ 
tire  command  of  the  king’s  troops. 
To  this  he  objected,  and  peremp¬ 
torily  refufed  to  comply,  unlefs  he 


of  general  Stuart,  or  general  Stuart 
had  been  put  under  arreft,  and  fo 
incapacitated  from  the  duties  of  Ins 
function.  The  propofal  on  the 
part  of  the  civil  government  was 
in  the  firft  inftance,  rather  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  etiquette,  than  incli¬ 
nation  ;  arid,  though  the  arreft  im¬ 
mediately  followed,  they  chofe  to 
accept  the  denial  of  iir  John  Bui- 
goyne,  and  immediately  iffued  two 
orders,  the  one  conftituting  colonel 
Lang  a  lieutenant  general,  the  other 
directing  him  to  take  the  command 
of  the  whole  army.  The  officer 
they  had  dl  kg  lifted  was  of  a  charac¬ 
ter,  more  mild, and  leis  enterprising, 
than  general  Stuart,  and  though 
his  fituation  feemed  more  favour¬ 
able  for  the  adoption  of  an  arduous 
meafure,  than  that  of  the  latter  had 
been,  the  prefidency  had  probably 
confidence  enough  in  their  know¬ 
ledge  of  his  difpofition,  not  to  dread 
the  confequencCs.  The  event  jus¬ 
tified  their  determination.  Though 
the  king’s  forces  to  a  man,  and  a 
part  of  the  company’s,  aftonifhed 
and  indignant  at  the  meafure,  call¬ 
ed  upon  him  to  refill  the  infult,  he 
however  determined  for  himfelf, 
and  induced  four  other  majors  ge¬ 
neral,  who  were  included  in  the 
tiegledl,  to  retire  from  the  army,  di¬ 
recting  the  inferior  officers  to  obey 
the  orders  of  their  new  commander. 
At  the  fame  time  he  wrote  to  the 
governor,  that  he  was  ready,  if 
called  upon,  to  furrender  himfelf 
into  his  hands. 

There  was  a  difficulty  however, 
which  was  not  removed  by  his  re¬ 
treat  to  Madras.  Colonel  Lang  in¬ 
deed  was  by  this  ftep  left  at  liberty 
to  iflue  his  orders  without  danger  of 
their  being  contravened  ;  but  the 
bufinefs  of  difeipline,  and  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  general  courts  mar¬ 


tial,  were  points  in  which  fir  John 
Burgoyne  conceived  himfelf  not 
equally  at  liberty  to  recede.  He 
accordingly  maintained  his  com¬ 
mand  of  the  king’s  troops  in  regard 
to  returns,  orders,  and  the  general 
functions  of  his  fiation  till  the  23d 
of  December,  when  it  became  ne- 
ceftary  for  him  to  take  fome  ftep,  m 
confequence  of  a  demand  that  was 
made  upon  him  for  a  court  martial 
upon  one  of  the  king’s  officers,  and 
the  appeal  of  two  foldiers  from  the 
fentence  of  a  regimental  court 
martial.  Sir  John  Burgoyne  en¬ 
countered  various  difficulties  upon 
this  occafion.  He  was  not  how¬ 
ever  to  be  diverted  from  his  object, 
and  on  the  28th  of  December  he 
informed  the  council  of  Madras, 
that  he  had  appointed  a  day  for  the 
meeting  of  the  court,  and  that  he 
intended  to  bring  before  them,  be- 
fide  the  trials  already  mentioned, 
the  cafe  of  an  officer,  who  appeared 
to  be  particularly  protected  by  them 
for  difobedience  of  oreffi  s.  At  the 
fame  time  he  referred  it  to  the 
council,  whether  or  no  they  would 
permit  the  court  martial  to  be  held, 
fince  he  was  refolved  to  obey  their 
orders,  and,  if  it  were  required,  to 
withhold  his  power  as  commander 
in  chief  of  the  king’s  troops,  though 
he  mull  formally  proteft  againft  be¬ 
ing  refponfible  for  the  diforders 
that  might  enfue.  Upon  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this  letter  on  the  3 1  ft  in- 
ftant,  the  civil  government  refolv¬ 
ed  to  put  fir  John  Burgoyne  un¬ 
der  arreft,  and  by  that  means  to 
put  an  end  to  the  difficulties  and 
difputes,  which  had  fo  long  lubftft- 
ed  between  them  and  the  king’s 
officers. 

From  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the 
province  of  Arcot,  and  the  confe- 
quences  refulting  from  that  eir- 
cumftance,  we  turn  to  the  condi¬ 
tion 
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tion  not  lefs  deplorable  of  the  nabob 
vifier  *  of  Oude.  His  misfortunes 
principally  originated,  in  the  extra- 
drdiiury  manner  in  which  his  fub- 
iidy  to  the  Britifli  government  had 
been  increafed  from  36,000!.  to 
312,000!.  per  annum,  and.  in  the 
number  of  troops  that  was  Ration¬ 
ed  in  his  territories  from  the  fame 
quarter.  The  lad  treaty  that  had 
been  framed  upon  this  fubjedt  was 
concluded  in  1775,  immediately 
upon  the  acceffion  of  the  prefent 
nabob,  and  from  that  time  the  opu¬ 
lence  ol  his  kingdom  and  the  re¬ 
venues  of  the  Rate  had  rapidly  de¬ 
clined.  In  1779,  the  natives  were 
reduced  to  the  greateR  diflrefs,  and 
the  complaint^  of  the  prince  were 
vehement  and  pathetic.  It  was 
not  however,  at  that  time,  at  the 
commencement  of  fo  arduous  and 
extenhve  a  coated,  thought  advif- 
■abie  by  Mr.  HaRings  to  comply 
with  his  demands.  But  in  the 
year  1781,  Mr.  HaRings  made  a 
progrefs  to  Benares  and  Oude,  the 
principal  objedt  of  which  was  dated 
to  be  the  relief  of  the  vilier.  Befide 
the  importance  of  preferring  in 
Rome  degree  the  refpedlabiiity  of 
this  prince,  who  formed  a  frontier 
io  our  provinces,  his  arrears  to 
the  Englifh  government  had  now 
grown  confiderable.  In  order  to 
reftore  him  to  his  former  opulence 
and  dignity,  a  great  part  of  our  mi¬ 
litary  eRablifhment  in  his  country 
was  agreed  to  be  withdrawn,  but 
the  amount  of  the  l'ubfidy  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  site  red.  Fi- 
zullu  Khan  however,  the  mod  prof- 
perous  of  his  dependants,  and  the 
princeffes  of  Oude,  the  mother  and 
grandmother  of  the  nabob,  were 
iaerificed  to  his  immediate  neceffi- 
ties,  and  a  confiderable  part  of  the 


confifcatkms  were  appropriated  to 
the  liquidation  of  the  demands  of 
the  EaR  India  company. 

Though  thefe  arrangements,  to 
whatever  animadveriions  they  have 
been  expofed  upon  other  accounts, 
appeared  favourable  to  the  imme¬ 
diate  relief  and  lubfequent  melioi** 
ation  of  the  circumRances  of  the 
vifier,  they  were  not  however  pro¬ 
ductive  of  all  the  advantages,  that 
Mr.  HaRings  expected  from  them. 
u  The  event,”  laid  he,  perhaps 
too  much  under  the  influence  of 
the  afperity  of  recent  difappoint- 
ment,  “  has  proved  the  reverfe  of 
my  hopes,  accumulation  of  diflrefs 
and  degradation  to  the  nabob,  and  of 
mortification  and  difhonour  to  me.5* 
The  province  was  nearly  in  a  Rate 
of  anarchy  and  infurredtion,  and 
the  company’s  debt,  inflead  of  be¬ 
ing  difeharged  by  the  affign  merits 
and  extraordinary  fources  of  money, 
provided  for  that  purpofe,  fee  me d 
likely  to  exceed  the  amount  at 
which  it  Rood,  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Haflings’s  interview  with  the  na¬ 
bob.  To  redlify  thefe  abufes,  the 
governor  general  recalled  the  refl¬ 
uent  and  the  Britifh  collectors  ia 
Oude ;  and  he  embraced  this  op¬ 
portunity  of  complying  with  the 
commands  of  the  directors,  in  ap¬ 
pointing  Mr.  Briflow  to  fucceed 
Mr.  Middleton  in  the  former  of 
thefe  offices.  One  of  the  difgraced 
officers  foon  after  died,  but  the 
other  two  were  accufed  of  grofs 
abufes  and  peculation,  and  a  fevere 
enquiry  was  ordered  to  be  infli- 
tuted  again  ft  them.  With  the  event 
of  this  enquiry  we  are  not  ac¬ 
quainted. 

Mr.  HaRings  was  not  better  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  mi- 
nifler  of  the  nabob,  than  he  had 


*  The  title  of  vifier  or  firft  minifter  of  the  Mogul  empire  is  hereditary  in  the  family 
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t*een  with  the  fervants  of  the  com¬ 
pany  in  that  province.  This  mil- 
understanding  appeared  in  a  very 
confpicuous  light  in  the  affair  of 
Almas  Ali  Khan.  This  zemidar 
was  regarded  by  the  governor  ge 
neral  as  afpiring  to  independency. 

64  His  defection,’1'  fays  Mr.,  Halt- 
ings,  “  his  retreat  to  the  frontier, 
and  the  fubfequent  negociations 
between  him  and  the  nabob,  re¬ 
ferable  more  a  treaty  between  equal 
fiates,  than  a  t  ran  faction  between 
a  fovereign  and  his  vaffal.”  The 
miniffer  indeed  reprefented,  that 
there  had  been  no  revolt  on  the 
part  of  Almas,  and  that  the  whole 
province  of  Oude  enjoyed  the  moft 
perfeft  peace  and  tranquility..  But 
from  whatever  fource  Mr.  Haff- 
ings  derived  his  information,  he 
was  perfe£Uy  incredulous  to  the 
affertions  of  the  miniffer,  and  re. 
yarded  them  as  inffances  of  the 
molt  fhamelefs  infolence  end  dupli¬ 
city.  He  accordingly  intruded 
Mr.  Briffow,  the  new  refident  at 
Oude, that  “if  any  engagement  fub- 
liffed  between  the  zemidar  and  the 
nabob,  it  muff,  however  excepr 
tionable,  be  faithfully  obferved  ; 
but  if  Almas  Alt  Khan  had  been 
guilty  of  any  crime  againff  the 
Bate,  for  which  no  immunity  was 
provided  in  the  engagement,  or  if 
he  fhould  break  any  one  of  the 
conditions  of  it,  it  fhould  be  Mr. 
Briffow’s  fpecial  care,  jto  endeavour, 
either  by  force  or  furprife,  to  fe- 
cure  his  perfon  and  bring  him  to 
juftice.’*  u  By  bringing  him  to  juf- 
tice,”  continued  Mr.  Mailings, 
“  I  mean  that  you  urge  the  nabob, 
on  due  conviction,  to  punilh  him 
with  death,  as  a  neceffary  example 
to  deter  others  from  the  cominillion 
cf  the  like  crimes  ;  nor  muff  you 
defift  till  this  is  effected.  I  can¬ 
not  prelcribe  the  means  ;  but  to 
guard  myfelf  againff  the  obloquy 


n  AND 

to  which  I  may  be  expofed,  by  a 
forced  mifconffrudtion  of  this  order 
by  thofe,  who  may  be  hereafter  em¬ 
ployed  in  fearching  our  records  for 
cavils  and  informations  againff  me, 

I  think  it  proper  to  torbid  and  pro- 
tell  againff  the  ufe  of  any  fraudu¬ 
lent  artifice  or  treachery  $  to  accom- 
plifh  the  end  which  1  have  pre- 
fcribed  ;  and  as  you  alone  are  privy 
to  the  order,  you  will  of  courie  ob~ 
ferve  the  fecret,  that  it  may  not 
tranfpire.”  Thefe  inftrudlions  were 
dated  the  23d  of  Odtober  1782. 

However  threatening  an  aipedt 
the  enmity  of  the  governor  general 
bore  to  him,  the  zemidar  furvived 
this  dangerous  and  tottering  iitua- 
tion,  and  lived  to  have  his  inno¬ 
cence  and  redlitude  openly  pro¬ 
claimed.  On  the  30th  of  April 
1784,  Mr.  Haffings,  fpeaking  of 
certain  fums  of  money  he  had  ob¬ 
tained  of  the  vifier,  obferved  in 
one  infiance,  “  This  was  procured 
by  my  own  fuggeffion  from  Almas 
Ali  Khan*  who  complied  cheat*- 
fully  and  without  he  (nation,  con- 
fidering  it  as  an  evidence  feafonably 
offered'  for  the  general  refutation 
of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  dil- 
loyalty,  which  have  been  too  la- 
boriouily  urged  againff  him,  and 
carried  at  one  time  to  an  excefs, 
which  had  nearly  driven  him,  to 
abandon  the  country  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  life  and  honour, 
and  thus  to  give  a  colour  to  the 
charges  themfelves,” 

Nothing  is  more  diilrefsful,  than 
the  famines  with  which  this  fertile 
quarter  of  the  globe  is  fo  frequently 
v  iff  ted.  The  appointment  of  Mr. 
Haffings  to  the  prefideney  of  Cal¬ 
cutta  was  preceded  by  a  famine, 
tragical  and  deftruCtive  beyond 
what  it  is  almoft  pofiible  for  us  to 
form  an  idea.  We  have  already 
mentioned  the  famine  .of  1779. 
And  the  year  1782  was  clofed  by  a 
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ntw  calamity  of  the  fame  kind, 
which  completed  and  aggravated 
all  the  misfortunes  of  war.  Four¬ 
teen  thoufand  perfons  perifhed 
weekly  in  Madras  and  its  environs.  ■ 
This  moft  terrible  of  all  human 
ills  extended  over  the  wfhole  penin- 
fiila,  nor  were  the  provinces  of 
Oude  and  JBenares  exempt  from  its 
deftmftive  influence.  The  terri¬ 
tory  of  the  Englifli  government  of 
Bengal  however,  by  the  wife  and 
provident  conduct  of  Mr.  Railings, 
efcaped  in  fome  meafure  from  fhar- 
mg  in  the  common  misfortune. 

Diflatisfied  as  the  governor-ge¬ 
neral  had  been  with  the  eftedts  of 
the  arrang-ement  in  1781.  he  began 
at  this  time  to  relax  from  the  feve- 
rity  he  had  exercifed  towards  Fi- 
zulla  Khan  and  the  princefles  <5f 
Oude.  Anew  treaty  was  conclud¬ 
ed  between  the  former  and  the  na¬ 
bob,  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
Britilfi  government,  on  the  1 6th  of 
February,  1783,  by  which  he  was 
refiored  to  his  dominions,  upon  the 
payment  of  a  fmall  fine.  About 
the  fame  time  the  mother  and  grand¬ 
mother  of  the  vifier  were  re-inflat¬ 
ed  in  the  pofiellion  of  their  refpec- 
tive  appanages. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year  the 
complaints  of  the  nabob  of  the 
diftrefled  fltuation  of  his  dominions 
became  as  loud  as  ever.  It  was 
now  fufliciently  evident,  that  the 
fyflein  thedervants  of  the  company 
had  purfued  with  this  prince  ever 
fince  his  acceflion,  was  no  longer 
confident  with  the  profperity,  or 
almoft  the  exiflence  of  his  domi¬ 
nions.  In  compliance  with  his  re¬ 
presentations,  on  the  31ft  of  De¬ 
cember  it  was  refolved,  finally  to 
withdraw'  the  Britifh  refidency  from 
Lucknow',  and  to  accept  in  lieu  of 
it  the  fecurity  of  bankers  of  known 
credit  and  refponfibility  for  the 
payment  of  the  balance  due  to  the 
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company,  and  the  current  fubfidy. 
In  addition  to  this  proceeding  the 
governor  general  determined,  pre- 
vioully  to  the  time  in  which  he  in¬ 
tended  to  quit  the  prelidency,  to 
pay  another  vifit,  in  compliance 
with  the  invitation  of  the  viiier 
and  his  new  mini  Her,  wrho  was  upon 
better  terms  with  Mr.  Haflings 
than  his  predeceflbr,  to  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  this  prince.  Accordingly, 
on  the  7th  of  February,  1784,  it 
was  fignified  to  the  government  of 
Bengal  that  fecurity  in  due  form 
had  been  given  by  the  vifier,  and 
on  the  17th  inftant  Mr.  Haflings 
fet  out  on  his  progrels  for  Luck¬ 
now'. 

It  may  be  no  difagreeable  relief 
to  the  feverity  and  diflrefs  of  the 
proceedings  we  have  been  obliged 
to  relate,  to  take  notice  of  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  fir  William  Jones  at  Cal¬ 
cutta,  in  confeq uence  of  his  pro¬ 
motion  to  be  one  of  the  members  of 
the  fupreme  court  of  judicature. 
The  elegance  of  manners  and  the 
brilliancy  of  imagination,  by  which 
this  gentleman  is  diflinguifhed,  his 
love  of  letters,  of  liberty  and  man¬ 
kind,  gave  a  peculiar  propriety  to 
his  appointment,  and  might  afford 
us  no  uncertain  profpedt,  if  a  few 
charadlers  equally  venerable  and 
elevated  could  be  found  to  unite 
with  him  in  the  glorious  under¬ 
taking,  of  a  fpeedy  termination  to 
all  the  diforders  of  India.  One  of 
the  earlieft  decifions  pronounced  by 
him,  was  in  the  caufe  between  the 
army  and  the  company,  refpedting 
the  trealures  which  wrere  found  in 
the  fortrefs  of  the  mother  of  the 
raja  of  Benares,  which  was  finally 
decreed  in  favour  of  the  company. 
On  the  15th  of  January,  1784,  a 
fociety  was  inflituted  by  fir  William 
Jones,  for  enquiring  into  the  hifto- 
ry,  civil  and  natural,  the  antiqui¬ 
ties,  art?,  Lienees  and  literature 
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of  Ada,  And  thus  the -literature  beneficence  and  peace,  hare  at 
of  Europe,  and  along-  with  it,  it  is  length  obtained  a  footing  in  the 
to  be  hoped,  the  arts  of  humanity,  plains  of  Hindoftan. 


CHAP.  VI. 

General  ElePUon*  Meet  big  of  Parliament .  We  ft  min  ft  er  Scrutiny.  Votes  of 

Supply*  Parliamentary  Reform « 


IT  had  been  the  affertion  of  fome 
of  the  leading  members  of  the 
oppolition,  that  the  popularity  of 
Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues  was  de- 
lufive  and  unfounded,  and  that  a 
very  fhort  interval  would  fuffice 
for  its  deftruCtion.  Their  obferva- 
tion  however  was  not  completely 
verified.  The  great  and  memorable 
conteft  between  adminiftration  and 
the  houfe  of  commons  had  now  en¬ 
dured  a  confiderable  time,  and  the 
popularity  of  the  former,  in  ft  end  of 
diminifhing-,  feemed  daily  to  grow 
more  extenfive  and  unqueftionable. 
Never  was  any  decifion,  if  we  take 
it  in  all  its  parts,  more  full  and  ex¬ 
plicit,  than  that  which  was  given  by 
the  people  of  England  in  the  pre- 
ient  general  election.  In  two  of 
the  earlieft  contefted  elections, 
which  were  made  on  the  30th  and 
31ft  of  March,  for  the  boroughs  of 
Hertford  and  Hull,  Mr.  William 
Baker  and  Mr.  David  Hartley,  two 
very  diftinguifhed  adherents  of  the 
ex-miniders,  were  rejected.  Thefe 
determinations  however  were  made 
upon  a  confined  fcale,  and  could  at 
belt  be  regarded  only  as  a  kind  of 
earned:  of  the  victory  which  was  to 
follow.  But  the  memorable  day, 
which  feemed  finally  to  overthrow 
all  oppolition,  was  the  fixth  of 
April.  On  this  day  the  poll  was 
finally  clofed  for  the  city  of  York. 
The  importance  of  this  place,  as 


conftituting  one  of  the  moil:  nume¬ 
rous  and  independent  bodies  in  the 
kingdom,  was  loft  in  the  two  cir- 
cumftances,  of  their  election  fur- 
milling  a  kind  of  touchftone  of  the 
difpofition  of  that  celebrated  and 
opulent  county,  and  of  theadvan- 
tage  poffeffed  by  the  declining  par¬ 
ty  in  that  place,  in  having  as  their 
leader  lord  John  Cavendifh,  a  no¬ 
bleman  of  the  moil  unfpotted  cha¬ 
racter,  the  moft  amiable  manners, 
and  who  had  hitherto  filled  the  mod 
elevated  place  in  the  veneration  of 
his  countrymen.  Lord  John  Ca¬ 
vendifh  and  his  fellow-candidate 
were  thrown  out  upon  the  poll, 
and  on  the  fame  day  Mr.  Foljambe, 
the  fuccelfor  and  heir  of  fir  George 
Savile,  and  Mr.  Weddel,  declined 
all  farther  conted  for  the  county  of  , 
York.  Theother  confiderable  per- 
fons  in  the  party  of  Mr.  Fox,  who 
fuffered  in  this  general  election, 
were  fir  Robert  Clayton,  member 
for  Surrey  ;  fir  Richard  Hotham, . 
for  Southwark ;  fir  Thomas  Charles 
Bunbury,for  Suffolk;  general  Con¬ 
way,  for  Bury  St.  Edmunds  ;  Mr. 
Thomas  William  Coke,  for  Nor¬ 
folk  ;  -colonel  Hartley  and  Mr, 
Ehves,  for  Berkfnire  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Halfey,  for  Hertfordfhire ;  Mr, 
Thomas  Grenville,  for  Bucking- 
hamfiiire  ;  lord  Sheffield,  for  the? 
city  of  Coventry;  Mr.  John  Town- 
fhend,  for  the  univerfity  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  ; 
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bridge  ;  and  Mr*  Thomas  Erfkine, 
for  Bortfmouth. 

Bur,  though  the  majority  ob¬ 
tained  by  admiriidration  in  this 
election  was  the  molt  complete  and 
numerous,  it  was  however  im- 
poffible  that  a  party,  fo  elevated  in 
abilities,  and  fo  high  in  their  opu¬ 
lence,  fhoukl  fuffer  a  total  and  un¬ 
qualified  defeats  In  the  city  of 
Norwich,  which  had  been  among 
the  ear Hefi:  in  its  reprobation  of  the 
late  miniders,  they  were  able  to 
feat  as  a  new  member  Mr.  William 
Windham.  Though  the  conte ft  ter¬ 
minated  to  their  difad  vantage,  the 
election  for  Middlefex  in  favour  of 
Mr.  George  By  tig,  and  dill  more  that 
in  Buckinghamfhire,  in  favour  of  earl 
V erney,  were  conducted  with  much 
perfeverance  and  a  great  equality  of 
votes.  The  Tame  obfervat  on  may 
be  applied  to  the  city  of  Bridol* 
where  one  of  the  defeated  party 
maintained  the  majority  upon  the 
poll  during  an  election  'of  five  weeks, 
in  Bedfordddre,  where  it  was  alfo 
fought  with  equal  arms*  the  conted 
terminated  in  favour  of  Mr*  St. 
Andrew  St.  John,  late  one  of  the 
under  fecretaries  of  date,  by  a 
majority  of  one.  In  the  city  of 
London,  after  the  mod  drenuous 
exertions  on  both  hides,  the  number 
of  friends  and  of  enemies  to  admi- 
hidration  were  left,  upon  the  dole 
of  the  poll,  exactly  as  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  parliament. 

But  a  druggie  fcarcdly  lefs  eon- 
fpicuous  and  memorable  than  a 
battle  between  contending  nations, 
or  a  revolution  in  the  llrudture  of 
their  government,  was  exhibited 
in  the  city  of  Wedminder.  The 
candidates  for  this  place  were,  lord 
Hood,  the  fellow-foldier  of  lord 
Rodney  in  the  naval  engagement 
between  the  French  and  Englifhop 
the  i  pth  of  April,  1782,  and  who 
had  in  a  manner  divided  with  that 
commander  the  glory  of  the  day  ; 
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Mr.  Fox  ;  and  dr  Cecil  Wray,  a 
gentleman  who  had  originally  been 
brought  in  upon  the  intered  of 
Mr,  Fox,  but  who  now  united  with 
lord  Flood  in  opposition  to  him. 
The  eledfion  commenced  on  the 
fil'd  of  April.  During  the  two  fir  ft 
days  Mr.  Fox  maintained  a  ma¬ 
jority  over  both  the  other  candi¬ 
dates,.  On  the  third  of  April,  how¬ 
ever,  the  tide  was  turned  againff 
him,  partly,  as  it  was  fuppofedy 
through  the  hldrumentality  of  the 
immediate  dependents  of  the  crown*, 
and  continued  in  that  direction  for 
the  three  following  days  of  the 
poll.  On  the  8th,  the  9th,  the  ioth*- 
and  the  12th  of  April,  the  conted: 
was  carried  on  with  more  equality, 
but  uniformly  to  the  di  fad  vantage  of 
the  late  fecref.ary  of  date.  On  the 
lad  of  thefe  days  the  number  of 
perfons  who  had  polled  amounted 
to  about  ten  thoufand,  a  greater1 
number  than  had  ever  been  known 
to  have  voted  upon  any  former  oc-* 
cation  ;  and  the  majority  again  it 
him,  in  favour  of  fir  Cecil  Wray, 
who  was  fecond  upon  the  poll,  was, 
three  hundred  and  eighteen. 

The  election  had  now  continued 
for  nearly  a  fortnight,  and  it  would 
have  been  judged- by  any  perfons* 
lets  fanguine  than  Mr.  Fox  and  his 
friends,  that  their  catife  was-  become 
defperate.  But  they  had  examined 
the  events  of  the  election  with  care* 
and  were  fatisfied  that  their  pro- 
fpect  was  not  hopelefs.  The  party* 
of  adminidration  had  aided  under 
the  apprehenfion  that  the  election 
Would  not  probably  be  drawn  into 
any  extraordinary  length,  and  had 
in  a  manner  exhauded  their  efforts 
early  in  the  poll.  But  the  oppo¬ 
site  party  werfe  aware  of  the  prac¬ 
ticability  of  drawing  out  the  con¬ 
ted  for  feveral  weeks  longer,  and 
were  perfuaded  that  a  very  great 
number  of  voters  dill  remained. 
The  nobility  on  this  fide  ppffeffed 
H  advan- 
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advantages  in;  opulence  and  pro¬ 
perty,  that  might  at  lead  balance 
thofe  of  the  miniflerial  faction. 
Their  exertions  had  not  been 
equally  ftrcnuous  in  the  outlet,  and 
they  had  for  that  reafon  a  greater 
body  of  reiources  dill  at  their  com¬ 
mand.  But  they  had  one  advan¬ 
tage,  of  which  the  oppohte  party 
were  not  aware,  and  which  proved 
to  them  in  the  illue  of  more  value 
than  all  the  reft.  This  was  in  the' 
beauty,  the  amiable  qualities,  the 
mfinuating  manners,  and,  above 
all,  the  intrepidity,  the  induftry 
and  exertion  of  the  duchefs  of  De- 
vonfhire.  Animated  by  perfonal 
f/iendfliip,  urged  forward  by  every 
eonfideration  that  embraced  the 
glory  and  fire  dignity  of  the  hoiife 
of  Cavendjfh,  and  infpired  with  an 
inextmguifhable  zeal  for  what  Die 
conceived  ta  be  a  great  public  be- 
Befit,  this  exalted  woman  entered 
upon  a  personal  canvas  in  favour 
of  the  loftng  candidate*  and  was' 
bo t  to  be  deterred  bv  anv  income- 
nlences  of  the  purfu't,  by  any  of 
thofe  reflexions  and-  calumnies 
which  might  fiatu  rally  be  ex  petted 
from  an  exaiperated  party,  from 
carrying  to  its  proper  termination 
the  buftnefs  upon  which  fhe  had 
entered.  The  termination  was 
worthy  of  the  dignity  and  merit  of 
the  aClor.  Mr.  Fox  gained  upon 
his  opponent  in  the  poll  of  every 
day,  and  finally  doled  the  conte ft 
on  the  17th  of  May,  with  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  235. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppoled  that  an 
election,  made  by  fo  numerous  a 
body,  and  carried  on  for  lb  long 
a  time,  fhould  be  unaccompanied 
.with  many  extraordinary  circum- 
llances.  In  a  itruygle  fo  defperate 
and  determined,  both  parties  brought 
the  loudeft  accufations  of  fraud  and 
unfairnefs  again  ft  their  opponents. 
The  progress  of  the  eleClion  indeed 
lixd  been  fuch  in  fevefal  refpecls  as 
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to  give  no  unplaufihle  handle  W 
charges  of  this  kind.  In  the  eaflier 
ltages  of  the  poll,  1800  perfons- 
were  fo  me  times  laid  to  have  voted 
in  fix  hours,  a  circumftance  which 
may  naturally  be  conceived  to  pre¬ 
clude  an  accurate  examination  of 
their  refpective  qualifications  ;  and 
at  the  dole  of  it,  it  was  found  that 
3000  per  Ions  had  given  their  voices 
more  than  upon  any  former  occa- 
lion.  A  number  of  foldiers,  and 
other  retainers  of  the  court,  who 
had  given  to  fir  Cecil  Wray  his  fir  ft 
majority,  fumifhed  a  topic  for  the 
declamations  of  the  partifans  of 
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Mr.  Fox  :  and  the  inexhauftible 
fund  of  voters,  that  the  latter  party 
feemed  to  poftels  toward  the  clofe 
of  the  election,  though  at  that  time 
the  poll  was  conducted  with  ex¬ 
treme  ftriCtriefs,  was  calculated  at 
leaft  at  the  tint  bhifh  to  excite  the 
fulpicions  even  of  impartial  ob- 
iervers.  Influenced  bv  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  each  fide  had  in  its  turn 
declared  its  d  termination  for  the 
demand  of  a  ferutiny  after  the  poll 
fhould  be  concluded.  This  is  a 
proceeding  that  has  been  found  in 
the  experiment  feidom  decillve,  al¬ 
ways  expeniive,  and  always  vexa¬ 
tious  to  the  ..victorious  party.  It 
was  natural  therefore,  when  the 
election  had  run  out  beyond  the 
length  that  had  at  all  been  ex¬ 
pected  at  its  commencement,  that 
that  fide  which  had  the  majority 
fhould  be  defirous  to  preclude  this 
kind  of  attack.  It  was  not  till  the 
1  3th  of  May  that  Mr.  Fox  received 
any  regular  propofai  for  terminat¬ 
ing  the  election.  The  return  had 
been  fixed,  by  the  authority  from 
which  the  mandate  for  the  eleClion 
iftited,  for  the  1  8th  in’ll  ant.  It  had 
been  the  univerfal  practice  in  the' 
cafe  of  a  general  eleclion  to  confi¬ 
des*  this  term  as  irrevocable,  and  to 
clofe  all  proceedings  in  the  court 
of  the  fheriff  or  inferior  officer, 

whether' 
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whether  In  the  mode  of  fcrutiny  or 
poll,  again  ft  that  day*  It  had  been 
rumoured  however  in  the  prefent 
Inftance,  that  this  law  of  prece¬ 
dent  was  not  intended  to  be  adher¬ 
ed  to.  Mr.  Fox  therefore,  in  order 
to  obtain  a  new  colour  of  juftice  to 
his  caufe,  exerted  himfelf  to  keep 
open  the  poll  as  long  as  the  return¬ 
ing  officer  fhould  allow  it  to  go  on. 
On  the  17th  infant,  it  was  clofed 
by  the  authority  of  this  officer,  and 
on  the  fame  day,  in  confer] uence  of 
the  reprefentations  of  fir  Cecil 
Wray  and  his  friends*  a  fcrutiny 
was  granted  in  favour  of  that  gen- 
tleman,  in  eonfequence  of  this 
proceeding  a  return  was  made  to 
the  court  of  chancery,  which  might 
be  ftyled  hi  fori  cal",  relating  the 
events  of  the  eledtion,  f  ating  that 
a  fcrutiny  was  granted,  and  al¬ 
leging  the  impoffi  bility  under 
thefe  circumftances  of  making  the 
ufual  return. 

The  meeting  of  parliament  took 
place  on  the  1 8th  infant;  and  it 
is  from  this  term  that  we  may  date 
in  feme  fenfe  the  commencement 
of  the  parliamentary  exifence  of 
the  new  adminif ration.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  laf  feffion  may  ra¬ 
ther  be  faid  to  have  been  fpent  In 
a  contef  refpebting  t be  great  offices 
of  government,  than  in  the  cha- 
racferific  exertions  of  a  regular 
adminif  ration*  They  had  now 
completed  their  arrangements,  they 
had  obtained  every  advantage  of 
fituation,  and  they  were  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  to  confider  thcmfelves,  as  en¬ 
tering  upon  their  miniferial  career, 
and  upon  thofe  meafures,  which 
were  to  decide  their  charade r  as 
able  fatefmen  and  judicious  legi-f- 
lators.  Mr.  Pitt  centered  in  his 
own  perfofi  the  two  offices  of  frf 
lord  of  the  treafury,  and  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  ;  the  fecreta- 
ries .  of  fate  for  the  home  and  fo¬ 
reign  department  were  lord  Sydney 
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and  the  marquis  of  Carmarthen  % 
lord  vifeount  Howe  was  frf  lord 
of  the  admiralty  ;  lord  Thurlow 
lord  chancellor,  and  earl  Gower 
lord  prefident  of  the  council.  The 
privy-Teal  had  been  put  in  commif- 
lion  •  the  office  of  paymaf er-gene- 
ral  was  held  in  common  by  Mr. 
William  Grenville  and  lord  Mul- 
grave;  the  treafnrerfhip  of  the 
navy  had  been  bellowed  upon  Mr. 
Henry  Dundas  j\fir  George  Yonge 
was  fecretary  at  war  ;  Mr.  Lloyd 
Kenyon  had  recently  been  created 
a  baronet,  and  appointed  mafer  of 
the  rolls ;  and  the  offices  of  attor¬ 
ney  and  fojicitor  general  were  be¬ 
fowed  upon  Mr.  Pepper  Arden  and 
Mr.  Archibald  Macdonald. 

The  former  fpeaker  being  re- 
feated  in  the  chair  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  on  the  19th  of  May,  the 
felfon  was  opened  by  a  fpeech  from 
the  throne*  Upon  this  occafon 
the  king-  exp  relied  the  greateit  fa¬ 
lls  faction  at  meeting  his  parliament 
at  this  time,  after  having  recurred 
in  fo  important  a  moment  to  the 
fenfe  of  his  people.  He  entertain¬ 
ed  a  juft  and  confident  reliance,  that 
that  aflembly  was  animated  with 
the  fame  fentiments  of  loyalty,  and 
the  fame  attachment  to  the  confi- 
tuticn,  which  had  been  fo  fully 
mariifefted  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  The  objects  peculiarly 
recommended  to  their  attention, 
were  the  alarming  progrefs  of  frauds 
in  the  revenue,  the  framing  fuch 
commercial  regulations  as  were  im¬ 
mediately  neceffary,  and  the  pro¬ 
viding -for  the  good  government  of 
our  poffeffions  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 
Upon  this  fubjedt  parliament  would 
not  lofe  light  of  the  effedt,  which 
the  meafures  they  adopted  might 
have  on  our  own  confitution  and 
our  deareft  interefs  at  home.  The 
king  had  no  wilh,  but  to  confult  the 
"prosperity  of  his  people,  by  a  con¬ 
stant  attention  to  every  objedt  of 
H  a  national 
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national  concern,  by  an  uniform 
adherence  to  the  true  principles  of 
our  free  conliitution.  and  by  fup- 
porting  and  maintaining  in  their 
juft  balance  the  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  of  every  branch  of  the  legii- 
1  at  ure. 

Mr.  Fox  had  early  protefted  in 
th?  warmed  manner  to  the  returning 
officer  of  the  City  of  Well minder, 
againft  the  requifitioii  that  was 
made  of  a  fctu titty  on  the  part  of 
'  Sir  Cecil  Vvray.  Though  preclud¬ 
ed  by  the  return  that  had  been 
made  frohi  fitting  for  Wefftiimftery. 
he  had  however  taken  his  feat  for  a 
S'cottifh  borough,  into  Ivhich  he  had 
been  introduced  by  the  intereft  of 
iir  Thomas  Dundas."  On  the  fit  ft 
day  of  the  feffion,  when  the  quef- 
tion  before  the  houfe  was  the  choice 
of  a  fpeaker,  he  took  occafion  to 
expreis  his  fentijnents'  of  the  un¬ 
precedented  meafure,  that  had  been 
adopted  aga’nii  him.  It  was  in¬ 
deed  generally  admitted,  that  the 
quell  ion  reipedtmg  the  nature  of 
the  return  that  was  made,  ought  to 
precede  all  other  bufinefs  in  the 
houle  of  commons*  Accordingly 
on  the  24th  of  Mav  it  was  moved 
by  Mr.  Lee,  the  !ate  attorney  ge¬ 
neral,  u  'i  hat  the  high  bailiff  of 
the  city  of  Weftm  infer,  having  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  take,  and  having  filially 
Clofed  the  poll  for  that  city,  pre- 
v:oufiy  to  the  dav  on  wh  ch  the 
writ  of  eledticii  expired,  ought  to 
have  returned  two  citizens  to  ferve 
in  parliament  for  that  city.”  This 
motion  brought  on  a  debate,  in 
which  it  was  particularly  contend¬ 
ed  by  the  matter  ot  the  rolls,  the 
attorney  general,  lord  Mahon,  and 
Mr.  I’itt,  that  the  meafure  now 
fuggefbd  was  improper,  and  that 
the  high  bailiff  ought  by  every 
rule  of  equity  and  juftiee  to  be 
heard  before  he  was  condemned. 
It  was  replied  to  this  argument  by 
lord  North,  that  the  motion  of 


Mr.  Lee  tended  merely  to  ascertain, 
and  eilablifh  a  point  of  law,  to 
which  in  his  opinion  they  were  at 
this  time  perfectly  competent.  The 
high  bailiff  had  made  no  return  on 
the  day  fpecified  in  the  writ,  and 
had  affigned  his  reafons  for  not  hav¬ 
ing  obeyed  the  king’s  command 
and  ihe  laws  of  the  land.  The 
refolution  was  no  refolution  of  cen- 
fure  or  punifhment,  and  therefore 
in  the  p  refen  t  ft  age  of  the  buftnels 
the  houfe  had  nothing  to  do  with 
putting  the  high  bailiff  upon  his 
defence,  but  limply  to  decide  upon 
the  reafons  on  their  table.  The 
previous  qu  eft  ion  having  been 
moved  by  iir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  it 
was  at  length  put  and  the  houle 
divided,  ayes  203,  noes  13b,  ma¬ 
jority  147.  It  was  then  ordered. 
That  the  high  bailiff  and  his  de- 
puty  fhould  attend  the  houle  on  the 
day  following. 

On  that  day  a  petition  was  pre- 
fen  ted  by  Mr*  fox,  complaining 
of  an  undue  return  On  the  part  ot 
the  high  bailiff'.  Mr.  Fox  at  the 
fame  time  declaring  that  it  was  his 
intention  to  move,  that  the  petition 
fhould  be  referred  to  a  committee  un¬ 
der  Mr.  Grenville’s  bill,  it  was  mov¬ 
ed  by  lord  Mulgrave,  and  feconded. 
by  iir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  “  That  the 
petition  did  not  come  within  the 
regulations  of  that  bill.”  It  was 
then  ordered  that  the  petition  be 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  011 
the  28th  inffanf,  and  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  the  high  bailiff'  was  put 
off'  for  that  day.  Mr.  Fox  w;  s 
permitted  to  be  heard  by  connfel, 
and  upon  a  petition  from  the  high 
bailiff,  presented  by  lord  Mahon, 
the  fame  favour  was  extended  to 
that  officer.  On  the-  31  ft,  a  peti¬ 
tion  was  brought  up  from  the  elec¬ 
tors  of  Weft  mi  nil  er  in  the  intereft 
of  Mr.  Fox,  and  they  alfo  were 
heard  by  connfel  at  the  bar  of  the 
houfe.  Another  petition  was  pre*. 

fented 
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Rented  on  the  2d  of  June  on  the 
part  of  the  electors  in  the  intereif  of 
Hr  Cecil  Wray,  praying  that  the 
high  bailiff  might  he  permitted  to 
proceed  on  the  fcrutiny. 

The  pleadings  and  evidence  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Fox  commenced 
on  the  afth  day  ot  May,  and  were 
refumed  on  the  2d  of  June.,  The 
points  the  witneiles  were  called  to 
eftablifli  were,  that  many  votes  had 
been  fnfpended  till  their  legality 
had  been  enquired  into,  that  per¬ 
sons  had  been  lent  to  the  dwellings 
of  fufpedted  voters  to  afceitain  the 
identity  of  their  perfons,  and  that 
every  precaution  had  bet n  employ¬ 
ed  that  no  fpurous  votes  flioiilcl 
pafs  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fox.  The 
evidence  on  the  part  of  the  high 
bailiff  was  intended  to  prove,  that 
he  had  information  that  the  names 
of  upwards  of  four  hundred  per¬ 
fons  appeared  upon  the  poll-books 
as  having  voted  for  Mr.  Fox  out  of 
two  pari  flies,  not  one  of  which 
could  be  found  or  was  believed  to 
be  in  exigence.  An  affidavit  was 
produced,  fworn  before  a  mailer  in 
chancery,  by  three  perfons  alleg¬ 
ing,  that  money  had  been  offeied 
them  to  take  upon  them  the  c  ha¬ 
st  Vter  of  Weffminiler  electors  and 
poll  for  Mr.  Fox.  Other  evidence 
ot  the  fame  fort  being  adduced,  it 
was  warmly  taken  up  by  the  oppo- 
fition,  as  going  to  prejudge  the 
wilt  le  election,  and  being  extremely 
improper  in  that  tlage  of  the  buff- 
nefs.  The  home  was  divided  no 
leis  than  three  times  upon  different 
quelhons  moved  on  this  point, 
each  of  which  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  confiderably  more  than 
two  to  one. 

The  pleadings  and  evidence  of 

#  i-  |0  # 

either  party  being  concluded,  it 
was  moved  bv  Mr.  Welbore  F.liis, 
and  ieconded  by  Mr.  Anffruther, 

That  the  high  bailiff  be  directed 
rbfthvyith  to  make  a  return  of  the 
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writ  and  of  the  members  chofen  in 
purfuance  of  it.”  This  motion 
was  oppofed  by  nearly  the  fame 
fpeakers  as  bad  already  taken  a 
part  in  the  hydinefs  ip  oppofition 
to  Mr.  F'ox.  Various  inftances 
were  produced  of  writs,  refpedting- 
which,  when  the  perfon  to  whom 
they  were  iffued  repreiented  his 
inability  tor  the  having  executed 
them  in  the  tiipe  originally  fpeci- 
fled,  the  court  from  which  they 
had  proceeded  extended  the  term 
of  their  return.  A  fiarute,  which 
had  been  enabled  in  William  the 
Third,  was  obferved  upon  as  mak¬ 
ing  particularly  in  favour  of  the 
con ciu Ft  of  the  high  bailiff',  iince, 
though  decisive  refpecting  the  re¬ 
turn  of  a  writ  iffued  to  a  fheriff,  it 
was  entirely  filent  upon  the  cafe  of 
a  precept  originating  with  a  file- 
1  iff,  ana  add  effed  to  a  mayor  or 
bailiff.  It  was  added,  that  the  oath 
of  the  high  bailiff  obliged  him  tq> 
44  return  inch  pe  fon  or  perfons  as 
fliould  to  the  bell;  of  his  judgment 
appear  to  have  a  majority  of  legal 
votes.”'  To  oblige  him  therefore 
to  make  a  fpecific  return  before  he 
had  been  able  to  fat i sty  his  con- 
feienee,  was  to  irnpofe  upon  him 
the  neceffny  of  involving  hipffelf 
in  the  guilt  of  perjury.  In  pur- 
luance  of  thefe  reafonings  it  was 
ff-iid  by  Mjp  Pitt,  that,  though  it 
were  unqueftionablv  his  intereff? 
and  though  he  felt  it  to  be  his  li li¬ 
ce  re  with,  to  abffain  from  every 
thing  that  had  even  the  appearance 
of  perfecut  on,  yet  when  great: 
tronllitutional  queltions  were  in¬ 
volved,  he  was  thep  ready  to  forego 
every  other  conlideration,  and  fo 
far  to  gratify  his  adverfary,  as  to 
fwrnifh  him  with  the  pretence  of 
being  the  objedt  of  minillerial  pur- 
luit,  rather  than,  for  the  fake  of 
perfonal  convenience  or  inglorious 
fafetv,  to  depart  from  the  true  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  government  of  Britain. 

H  3  '  Th$ 
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The  arguments  on  the  other  fide 
were  fumrned  up  with  remarkable 
ability  and  animation  by  Mr.  Fox. 
There  were  two  points  of  view  in 
which  ti  e  queftion  might  be  con- 
fidered  ;  the  fir  If,  whether  the  evi¬ 
dence  before  the  high-bailiff  were 
filfficient  to  warrant  his  granting  a 
ferutiny,  fuppoiing  him  to  have 
legal  powers  for  that  purpole,  the 
fee  aid,  whether  any  returning  of¬ 
ficer  could  by  law  grant  a  fcrut.ny 
upon  the  completed:  evidence  of  its 
neceffity,  which  could  not  com¬ 
mence  till  after  the  day  on  winch 
the  writ  was  returnable.  'I  he 
great  defence  of  the  high  bailiff 
was  built  upon  the  circumftance  of 
hr  Cecil  Wray  and  his  agents  hav¬ 
ing  furnifhed  him  with  a  regular 
lift  of  bad  votes  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Fox,  He  ought  to  have  rejected 
this  kind  of  evidence  as  partial  and 
Incompetent  ;  but  inftead  ot  this 
he  added  in  concert  with  the  adver- 
faries  of  Mr.  Fox,  fecretly,  collu- 
fiveiy,  and  without  once  giving  to 
him  or  his  friends  the  {lighted  idea 
of  fuch  an  inteteoufe,  between.' the 
judge  of  the  court,  and  one  of  the 
parties  litigating  tlmt  upon  which 
he  was  to  exercife  his  judicial  func¬ 
tion.  Mr  f  ox  contrafted  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  high  bailiff  before  the 
houfe  of  commons  with  his  lan¬ 
guage  at  the  moment  he  granted 
the  ferutiny.  he  then  difclaimed 
the  informations  delivered  to  him 
by  fir  Cecil  Wray  and  his  agents, 
declared  that  he  had  never  read 
them,  or  never  with  any  atren  ion, 
and  that  they  did  not  in  the  very 
flighted  degree  influence  his  deter¬ 
mination  on  the  demand  that  had 
been  made. 

Th'e  queflion  of  law  might  be 
confidered  as  it  refpetded  the  fta: 
tute  law,  the  common  law  or  the 
law  of  precedent,  legal  analogies, 
qnd  the  policy  and  expediency  ot 
the  cafp*  With  refpedt  to  the  abt 
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pF  king  William  it  was  ridiculous 
to  argue,  that  it  bound  the  flue  riff, 
but  not  at  all  the  mayor  or  bailiff. 
True,  the  latter  was  not  mentioned, 
and  therefore  it  was  polfible  an. 
action  might  not  lie  again li  the 
high  bailiff  upon  this  ftatute  in  the 
courts  below  :  not  that  he  had  not 
openly  tranfgrefied  the  Ipirit  of  the 
law,  but  becaufe  the  penal  part  of 
every  ftatute  was  to  be  conftrued 
according  to  the  ftnCt  letter  of  the 
ach  But  was  them  a  dirtier,  a 
viler,  or  more  defpi cable  quibble, 
than  to  reprefent  the  legiftature  of 
this  country  as  guarding  againft 
the  partialities  and  corruption  of 
a  (lie  riff,  who  had  generally  a 
greater  Hake  in  the  country,  and 
was  therefore  lefs  expofed  to  temp¬ 
tations  of  the  meaneft  kind,  and 
not  againft  a  mayor  or  bailiff,  who 
was  ufually  of  a  lower  rank  and 
was  more  open  to  the  means  ot 
corruption  ?  The  arguments  ref- 
peCfing'  the  oath  of  the  bailiff  were 
to  the  lall  degree  nugatory,  fince 
the  very  fame  oath  was  impofed 
upon  fherifrs.  They  were  nuga¬ 
tory,  becaufe  it  was  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe  that  a  returning  officer  fhould 
be  allowed  \  ears  to  fatisfy  his  con- 
fcience,  and  that  a  jury,  who  were 
to  deliberate  on  the  life  of  a  fel¬ 
low-creature,  were  to  be  fhut  up 
in  a  room  without  victuals  or  fire 
till  they  agreed  in  their  verdidffi 
An  act  however  of  king  Henry 
the  Sixth  was  literally  and  unquei- 
tionably  in  his  favour,  and  afforded 
Mr.  fox  a  legal  remedy,  of  which 
he  fhould  mold  certainly  avail  him- 
felf.  '1  he  queftion  of  precedent 
was  entirely  on  his  fide,  and  the 
returning  officer  had  been  fo  fen- 
fible  of  this,  that  from  his  own  au¬ 
thority  he  had  clofed  the  poll,  the 
day  prior  to  that  which  was  fixed 
for  the  return  of  the  writ.  But  if 
the  poll  were  limited  by  this  cir¬ 
cumftance,  a  ferutiny,  which  was 
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ivo  other  than  an  extenfion  of  the 
poll,  was  equally  luperfeded.  In¬ 
deed  no  one  precedent  had  been 
attempted  to  be  produced  in  j uni¬ 
fication  of  the  high  bailiff.  For 
the  legal  analogies  that  had  been 
hated,  they  evidently  failed  in  this 
material  circumltance,  that  the  ex- 
tendon  of  their  term  derived  from 
the  fame  authority  from  which  the 
writ  it-felf  had  originally  iffued. 
The  ground  of  expediency  was  not 
lei's  decilive  in  his  favour  than  the 
other  arguments  to  which  Mr.  F©x 
had  recurred.  By  fanCtifying  the 
conduct  of  the  high  bailiff  of  VVetf- 
mihfter,  the  whole  conffitutional 
.authority  of  the  nation  was  thrown 
upon  the  mercy  of  returning  of¬ 
ficers.  No  man  could  fay  why  20, 
why  10,  nay,  why  200  members 
of  parliament  might  not  by  the 
caprice,  the  folly  or  the  treachery 
of  a  returning  officer,  remain  urn- 
returned.  It  was  putting  an  en¬ 
gine  into  the  hands  of  miniiiers, 
which  might  he  employed  to  the 
m oft  oppreftive  and  despotic  pur- 
pofes. 

Mr.  Fox  expreijfcd  extreme  ap- 
preheuiions  of  -tire  partiality  of  the 
houfe,  from  which,  he  laid,  he  had 
no  reafon  to  expect  indulgence,  nor 
did  he  know  that  he  fnould  meet 
with  bare  jufiice.  He  complained 
with  vehemence  of  the  oppreifive 
and  perfecuting  ipirit  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  that  had  been  Held  againft 
him.  In  all  the  records  ot  par¬ 
liament,  in  all  the  annals  of  elec7 
tion,  and  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
country,  a  iingle  precedent  could 
riot  he  found  to  juftify  this  extraor¬ 
dinary  return.  The  main  and  evi¬ 
dent  drift  of  it  was  to  deprive  him 
of  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Grenville’s 
bill  5  and  to  accomplifh  this  end,  he 
called  upon  the  houfe  to  obierve, 
how  many  obvious  modes  of  re- 
jtiirn  the  high  bailiff  had  avoided. 
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Flad  he  done  his  duty,  and  returned 
lord  Hood  and  Mr.  Fox,  fir  Cecil 
V\  ray  would  not  have  been  injured, 
for  he  would  inftandy  have  peti¬ 
tioned  and  the  merits  of  the  election 
been  tried  by  a  committee  upon 
their  oaths.  Had  the  bailiff,  doubt¬ 
ing,  as  he  pretended,  the  legality 
of  Mr.  Fox’s  majority,  return¬ 
ed,  as  he  undoubtedly  might  have 
done,  the  two  other  candidates,  he 
would  have  petitioned,  and  one 
of  Mr.  Grenville’s  committees 
would  have  redreffed  him.  Had 
lord  Hood  been  returned  alone, 
ftill  it  was  cognizable  by  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville’s  bill  ;  or,  if  he  had  returned 
the  three  candidates,  the  double 
return  would  have  in  titled  it  to  a 
priority  of  hearing,  and  a  commit¬ 
tee  would  inftantly  have  tried  its 
merits,  and  ref  cued  the  cafe  from 
the  prejudices  and  party  influence 
of  the  houfe  of  commons.  Mr. 
Fox  profeffed  the  fincerell  venera¬ 
tion  for  Mr.  Grenville’s  bill.  I  he 
moil  infallible  of  all  tells,  the  teft 
01  repeated  practice,  afferted  its  vir¬ 
tues  ;  and  his  attachment  to  it  was 
not  a  little  increased  by  the  refem- 
blance  it  bore  to  that  ineftiroable 
right,  the  trial  by  jury .  Oh!  that 
it  were  polfible  to  mould  that  houfe 
into  the  character  and  iize  of  a 
jury  !  Of  twelve  men  adting  in¬ 
deed  upon  yonlbience,  and  iworra. 
upon  oath  to  give  a  true  verdidt 
according  to  evidence  !  How  eafy 
would  Mr.  Fox  have  felt  refpedting 
the  iffue  of  the  difeuftion. 

Some  of  the  minifterial  party  had 
obferved  that  the  houfe  had  only 
to  chafe  between  ifiuing  a  new* 
writ  and  ordering  the  ferutiny  to 
go  on  ;  that  the  former  Was  per¬ 
haps  the  moft  regular  proceeding, 
but  that  the  latter  was  a  meafure 
of  lenity  to  Mr.  Fox.  Fie  depre¬ 
cated  fuch  oppreifive,  fuch  cruel 
lenity.  If  that  were  the  onlypal- 
H  ^  ter, native,, 
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tentative,  lie  begged  that  the  i (Til¬ 
ing  a  new  writ  might  be  the 
nieafure  adopted  by  the  houle.  in 
the  event  of  a  new  election,  he  an¬ 
ticipated  triumphs,  more  brilliant, 
more  (plendid  if  polTible,  than 
thole  he  had  lately  the  honour  of 
enjoying*.  Little  apprehenfion  did 
he'  feel  of  his  fuccefs  with  the  elec¬ 
tors  of  Weftminfter,  who,  in  a  lea- 
lb  n  of  frenzy  and  general  delufion, 
when  artifice,  fallacy  and  impofture 
prevailed  but  too"  fuccefsfully  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  had  difco- 
vered  a  fagacity,  a  firmnefs  and 
fleadinefs  fuperiox  to  the  ellebts  or 
vulgar  and  filly  clamour  ;  and 
who,  upon  the  very  fpot,  the  very 
fcene  of  aftion,  manifefied  that 
they  underwood  and  defpiled  the 
hypocrify,  the  fraud  and  tlip  falf- 
hood,  which  had  gulled  and  duped 
fo  great  a  proportipn  of  their  fellow 
fubjecfirs. 

Mr.  Fox  had  had  a  variety  of  cal¬ 
culations  made  upon  the  fubjedt  of 
the  fcrutiny,  and  the  enormity  of 
the  expenc«  was  a  ferrous  and  an 
alarming  connderation.  He  knew 
it  might  be  laid,  and  perhaps  with 
a  pitiful  tiiumph  might  be  faid, 
that  he  fliould  bear  but  a  fmall 
part  of  the  burden.  But  this  was 
to  him  the  bittereft  of  all  reflec¬ 
tions.  Affluence  was  on  many  ac¬ 
counts  an  enviable  condition  ;  but 
if  ever  his  mind  languijlied  for  it, 
p  was  upon  this  occafion  ;  it 
was  when  he  found,  that  the  mif- 
fortune  of  his  being  obnoxious  to 
bad  men  in  high  authority,  would 
extend  beyond  himfelf,  that  thofe 
friends,  whom  he  relpedted  for 
their  generofity  and  valued  for  their 
virtues  were  to  be  forced  into  a 
wicked  waffe  of  fruitlefs  expence 
only  ,becaufe  they  were  too  kind 
and  too  partial  to  him.  1  his  was 
their  crime,  and  for  their  adherence 
to  their  political  principles  and 


their  perfonal  predilections  they 
were  to  be  punifhed.  Mr.  Fox 
acquitted  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  of  being  the  author  of 
the  bufinefs.  Not  to  him  did  he 
impute  it,  but  to  the  caufe  of  all 
our  dlfgraces  and  all  our  miieries, 
to  thofe  fecret  advifers  who  hated 
with  rancour,  and  revenged  with 
cruelty  ;  to  thofe  malignant  men 
whole  character  it  was  to  harrafs 
the  object  of  their  enmity  with  a 
relentiefs  and  infatiable  fpirit  of  re¬ 
venge.  The  queflion  was  then  put 
on  Mr.  Ellis’s  motion,  and  the 
houfe  divided,  ayes  iiy,  noes  195, 
majority  78.  it  was  then  moved 
by  lord  Mulgrave,  u  That  the  high 
bailiff  dO'proceed  in  the  fcrutiny  with 
alj  practicable  difpatch,”  and  the 
queflion  was  carried  on  a  divifion. 

On  the  loth  of  May.  the  addrefs 
to  the  fove reign  on  the  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  was  moved  in  the 
houfe  of  lords  by  the  earl  of  Mac 7 
clcsfield,  and  feconded  by  lord 
vifcount  Falmouth.  3t  was  ani¬ 
madverted  upon  by  earl  Fitzwilliam 
on  account  of  the  approbation  it. 
conveyed  of  the  diffolution  of  the 
late  parliament,  though,  he  added, 
that  he  fliould  not  on  this  particu¬ 
lar  ground  oppofe  the  addrefs. 
r{  he  fubjecT  was  brought  forward 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the  24th 
of  May,  by  Mr.  James  Hamilton, 
and  feconded  by  fir  William  Molef- 
worth,  member  for  Cornwal.  It 
was  moved  by  lord  Surrey,  as  an 
amendment  upon  the  addrefs,  that, 
that  part  of  it  which  related  to  the  lam 
diffolution  fliould  be  omitted.  This 
was  particularly  recommended  on 
the  ground  of  unanimity  ;  and  it 
was  objected  to  admin i {(ration  by 
Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Fox;  that  by 
the  meafure  in  queflion  they  had 
broken  the  royal  word,  as  well  as 
the  pledges  they  had  made  to  the 
houfe.  The  amendment  was  re- 
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je&ed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  fince, '  much 
as  he  was  convinced  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  unanimity,  he  was  not 
for  purchafmg-  an  hollow  unanimi¬ 
ty,  by  palling  over  a  great  confti- 
tutional  meafure,  which  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times  had  made 
neceffary  and  wife,  and  which  had 
given  the  mod  entire  fatis  faff  ion  to 
every  part  of  the  kingdom.  Se¬ 
veral  other  fpeakers  followed  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  lord  Pelavai  in  particular 
reminded  the  houfe, of  the  pledge  he 
had  made  to  adminidration  in  the 
laif  parliament,  that  it  Mr.  Pitt 
would  trace  back  the  indirect  path 
by  which  he  got  into  power,  and 
enter  the  door  of  that  houle  as  the 
miniller  of  the  people  and  their 
reprefentatives,  he  would  receive 
him  with  open  arms.  This  pledge 
he  held  himfelf  bound  to  redeem, 
and  was  therefore  determin  d  to 
vote  with  Mr.  Pitt  again  If  the 
amendment,  and  on  every  occafion 
to  afford  him  his  cordial  lupport. 
The  amendment  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  76,  and  the  addrefs 
carried. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  a  repre- 
fentation  to  the  king  on  the  fpeeeh 
from  the  throne  was  moved  in  the 
houle  of  commons  by  Mr.  Burke, 
and  feconded  by  Mr.  V5  illiam 
Windham.  The  ohjeft  of  this 
reprefentation  was  to  vindicate  the 
propriety  and  re&itude  of  the  late 
India  bill,  and  to  cenfure,  and 
fate  the  alarming  confequences, 
that  might  be  expedited  to  relult 
from  the  dilfolution  of  parliament. 
The  impropriety  was  noticed  of 
rendering  the  votes  of  the  members 
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i,{  the  houle  of  commons,  and  the 
bills  which  fhould  receive  their 
alTent,  the  ob  ects  of  animadverlion 
and  punifhment  from  the  throne. 
T]*e  g reate ft  dangers  were  dated  to 
relult  from  the  attempt  to  form  a 
asercgaiivp  par ty  iu  the  nation,  to 


I2f 

be  reforted  to  in  derogation  of  the 
authority  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  from  the  fetting  up  the  repre- 
fentative  and  conlfituent  bodies,  as 
feparate  and  diffindf  powers  formed 
to  countcrpoile  each  other,  leav¬ 
ing  the  preference  in  the  hands  of 
the  fecret  advifers  of  the  crown.  It 
wras  afler ted  that  the  deference 
lhawn  to  the  opinion  of  that  houfe 
when  they  difiented  from  the  mi* 
nilters  of  the  fovereign,  was  that 
alone  which  could  give  authority 
to  its  proceedings  when  it  concur¬ 
red  with  their  meafures :  in  a  word, 
that  the  relpedt  of  the  nation  with 
foreign  powers,  and  its  internal 
dignity  and  freedom,  confided  in 
the  deference  paid  by  adminidra- 
tion  to  the  commons  of  the  realm, 
and  that  both  would  be  lod  the 
moment  the  latter  funk  into  a 
mere  appendage  to  the  mini  Iters  of 
the  crown.  The  expreilion  of 
44  the  balance  which  was  to  be 
held  between  the  rights  and  pri¬ 
vileges  of  every  part  of  the  legis¬ 
lature, ”  which  has  been  introduced 
into  the  fpeeeh,  was  cenfured,  as 
tending  to  dir  improper  difeuffions, 
and  leading  to  milchievous  in  no-, 
vations  in  the  confutation.  The 
reprefentation  was  negatived  with¬ 
out  a  diviiion. 

On  the  3 id  of  May,  the  houfe 
being  in  a  committee  of  fupply, 
a  refolution  was  moved  for  i6,cco 
feamen.  Admiral  fir  1  homas  Frank* 
land  embraced  this  opportunity  t<* 
make  a  drong  reprefentation  of  the 
extreme  want  of  fubordination  and 
difeipline  in  the  fea  fervice.  Capa 
tain  fir  John  Jervis  complained 
with  equal  warmth  of  the  date  of 
the  cutters  and  other  fhips  em¬ 
ployed  againft  fmugglers.  The 
bulinefs  itfelf  however  was  treated 
as  ruinous  by  lord  Mulgrave,  who 
tr uded  that  the  means  now  in  con¬ 
templation  to  check  ffeimMing- 
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would  prove  to  be  extremely  dif¬ 
ferent,  and  like  all  Mr.  Pitt’s 
meafures,  manly,  vigorous  and 
effective,  The  ordinary  of  the  na¬ 
vy  was  voted  on  the  ib'th  of  June, 
and  upon  this  occaiion  commodore 
Eowyer  rofe  to  refute  what  he  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  the  mil  representa¬ 
tions  of  fir  ^Thomas  Frankland  re- 
fpeffmg  the  difcipline  of  the  navy, 
contrailing  the  language  of  that 
officer  with  the  conduct  of  the 
lall  war. 

On  the  i  fth  in. flint  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupply  was  moved  by 
captain  James  Luttrel  from  the  of¬ 
fice  of  ordnance  for  1 8 1 , 1 4 1 1.  6s.  gd. 
for  the  unprovided  fervices  of  1783, 
and  429700*1.  2S.  yd.  for  the  lervice 
of  the  enfuino-  year.  At  this  time  the 
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fortifications  planned  by  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  theeftimate  of  which 
was  dated  at  3  c, cool,  for  one  year, 
were  made  a  fubjeff  of  animadver- 
fion,  and  particularly  cen hired  by 
captain  Macbride  and  Mr.  William 
Huffey.  'I  he  ordinary  of  the  ar¬ 
my  was  voted  on  the  14th  of  June, 
without  any  debate.  The  army 
.extraordinaries  were  brought  for¬ 
ward  on  the  23th  inftant,  and  the 
cafe  of  the  officers  of  four  regi¬ 
ments  lately  reduced,  but  who, 
milled  by  the  greater  number  of 
regiments  maintained  in  the  laid 
peace  efiablifhment,  had  made  ex¬ 
changes  and  purchases  in  the  thole 
regiments  as  if  they  were  not  to  be 
difbanded  at  all,  was  recommended 
■to  adminiftration  by  lord  vifcount 
JSeauchamp. 

On  the  7th  of  Augttfl  it  was 
proved  by  the  fecretary  at  war,  as 
foine  indemnification  to  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  that  the  regiments  to  which 
they  belonged  fliould  be  continued 
pn  the  eilablifhment  till  ..Chrifhnas 
next.  This  prbpofal  was  by  no 
means  fatisfa&ory  to  the  friends  of 
the  officers,  but  was  accepted  as 
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affording  at  lead  a  prefent  com  pen- 
fat  10 11  for  the  hardfhips  to  which 
they  would  otherwife  be  expofed. 

On  the  1 6th  of  June,  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  alderman  Saw- 
bridge,  and  leconded  by  Mr.  aider- 
man  New nham,  44  That  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  be  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  prefent  Rate  of  the  representa¬ 
tion  of  the  commons  of  Great 
Britain  in  parliament. 5 *  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge  had  been  delirous  of  reiign- 
inof  this  bufinefs  to  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  who  had  upon 
former  occaiions  brought  forward 
que cions  upon  the  fame  /it  bj  eft, 
and  in  whole  hands  he  fliould  have 
conceived  it  attended  with  a  greater 
profpebt  of  fuccefs.  Mr.  Pitt 
however  declined  the  propofai.  He 
faid  that  the  preffure  of  public 
bufinefs  did  not  leave  his  mind  at 
liberty  to  enter  on  the  difquifition 
and  arrangement  of  a  lubject  io 
peculiarly  complicated  and  exten¬ 
sive.  fie  added  that  he  was  per¬ 
fectly  perfuaded  that  this  was  not 
the  proper  time  for  bringing  for¬ 
ward  the  queftion,  and  that  it 
might  be  urged  with  a  greater  pro¬ 
bability  of  fuccefs  on  fome  future 
occafion.  lie  declared  his  refolu- 
tion  to  offer  fome  what  upon  the 
fubjeft  early  in  the  next  feffion, 
but  obferved,  that  though  the  pre¬ 
cipitate  diicuffion  of  the  fubjeft 
had  not  his  approbation,  the  bu¬ 
finefs  itfclf  fliould  have  every  f up- 
port  he  was  able  to  afford  it. 

Mr.  Fox  faid  that  he  could  con¬ 
ceive  of  no  reafon  for  the  delay  of 
the  bufinefs,  and  it  was  aftonifhing 
that  not  one  of  the  gentlemen  who 
had  recommended  the  poflpone- 
ment,  had  attempted  to  juftify  it 
by  any  kind  of  argument.  For 
himfelf  he  was  fatisfied  that  no  time 
in  the  world  was  fo  fit  as  the  pre¬ 
fent.  The  parliament  was  a  new 
one?  and  by  no  means  hackneyed 
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la  the  habit  ef  treating  confHtu- 
tional  quell  ions  with  levity  or 
needed.  Their  profeflions  in  the 

O  >  .  ^  1  m  , 

profpecT  of  lecunng  their  feats 
were  too  recent  to  be  Forgotten. 
They  would  naturally  be  proud  to 
fliew  the  people  of  England  how 
much  they  had  their  willies  at 
heart,  with  what  promptitude  they 
were  ready  to  aCl  in  their  fervice, 
and  how  well  they  were  qualified 
to  manage  their  concerns.  But 
though  improper  now,  the  motion 
would  be  perfectly  in  feafon  the 
next  fefliou.  Flow  did  this  ap¬ 
pear  ?  Would  the  minifler  be  able 
to  command  a  greater  majority 
than  at  prefent  ?  Would  his  friends 
be  more  numerous,  or  more  im¬ 
plicit  f  He  did  not  pretend  to  doubt 
Mr.  Pitt's  hncerity  in  the  caufe, 
but  he  did  fufpect  that  he  had 
reafons  for  the  prefent  fhynefs 
which,  however  namelefs,  had  their 
force,  Mr,  Fox  trailed  that  now 
was  the  time  to  realize  an  idea  the 
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people  of  England  had  fo  long 
cherifhed,  and  to  which  they  di¬ 
rected  their  attention  and  expecta¬ 
tions. 

The  queflion  being  at  length 
regularly  before  the  houfe,  it  was 
fupported  by  fir  Richard  Hill,  fir 
Edward  Ail  ley,  Mr.  Martin,  Mr. 
Beaufoy,  the  earl  of  Surrey  and 
Mr.  Sheridan.  It  was  oppofed  by 
Mr.  Grofvenor,  lofrR North,  fir 
Francis  Ballet,  Mr.  William  Gren¬ 
ville  and  Mr.  Dundas.  The  ob¬ 
jection  of  this  latter  gentleman  who 
had  fupported  Mr.  Pitt’sf  propor¬ 
tions  in  the  preceding  year,  relied 
upon  the  circumitance  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  being  directed  to  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  feleCt  committee,  and 
not  referring  the  bufmefs  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe.  Tow¬ 
ards  the  clofe  of  the  debate,  lord" 
Mulgrave  moved  the  previous 
queftion,  which  was  at  length  car¬ 
ried,  ayes  199,  noes  125,  majori¬ 
ty  74- 
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India  Affairs .  Bill  for  the  Relief  of  the  Company,  Bill  for  regulating 

their  A  fairs. 


*HpBE  affair  of  the  Weitminfter 
l  ferutiny  was  an  unfortunate 
opening  for  the  new  adminitlration. 
fjnhackncyed  in  the  routine  of  of¬ 
fice,  which  often  blunts  the  ac ut eft 
fenfibilities,  and  buoyed  up  by  po¬ 
pular  favour,  it  were  to  have  been 
wifbed  for  them,  that  they  fhoulcl  be 
able  to  commence  their  career  with 
fome  meafure,  (tamped  with  the  ge- 
nerofity  of  patriotifm,  and  calcu¬ 
lated  to  remunerate  the  partiality 
they  had.  received  at  the  hands  of 
the  public.  Jn  this  bufinefs  Mr. 
Pkt  appears  to  have  run  counter 


to  the  fenfe  of  every  cool  and  im¬ 
partial  inhabitant  of  Britain.  But 
it  muff  be  remembered,  that  a  mi- 
nifter  is  almoft  never  in  all  refpeCfs 
a  free  and  independent  man,  unr 
fliackled  in  his  projeCts,  and  capable 
of  originating  all  his'  meafures  in 
the  decifion  of  his  judgment.  And, 
this  is  the  cafe,  not  merely  becaufe, 
by  the  very  denomination  he  bears* 
he  is  an  inferior,  and  depends  in  fome 
meafure  for  his  exiflen.ee  upon  the 
prince  on  the  throne,  but  becaufe 
he  has  popular  prejudices  and  arif- 
tocratical  enmities,  which  he  u 

almoft  * 


124 


B  R  I  T  I  S  H  A  K  D 


almoft  neceffitated  to  confult.  He 
can  neither  confer  a  benefit  npon 
the  people  again  ft  their  content , 
nor  can  he  fafely  aft  in  negledt  of 
the  mafs  of  connexion,  property 
and  rank,  without  which  no  admi- 
nrftration  can  be  permanent.  Mr. 
Pitt,  in  the  example  we  are  illuf- 
trating,  was  either  prompted  by 
deference  to  the  prejudices  of 
others,  or  wgs  under  the  influence 
of  thofe  party  views  and  mifappre- 
henfions,  from  which  the  purelf  in¬ 
tegrity  is  not  always  exempt. 

But  in  the  trail  fact  ions  we  are 
bow  to  relate,  the  fubjedt  of  which 
was  the  territories  of  the  Britifh 
empire  in  the  Eaft,  the  ground  he 
had  to  tread  was  as  favourable  and 
happy,  as  in  the  former  cafe  it  had 
been  inaufpicious.  Sublime  and 
comprehend ve  in  its  march,  it  was 
a  fubjedt  for  the  nobleft  energies 
of  the  human  mind.  The  happi- 
nefs,  that  might  be  conferred  on 
thirty  millions  of  men,  and  the 
wealth  and  profperity,  that  might 
be  procured  to  this  country,  feemed 
to  prefent  the  wreath  of  fame  as 
within  the  reach  of  the  minifter, 
and  the  genius  of  immortality  as 
firetching  out  her  hand  to  receive 
Mm.  The  abufes  that. had  prevailed 
in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Eaft 
were  great,  notorious  and  incorrigi¬ 
ble  under  the  government  that  then 
fubfifted.  It  was  therefore  almoft 
impoffible  that  any  change  of  fyf- 
tem  fhould  not  effedt  fome  meliora¬ 
tion.  And  beiide  the  inherent  me¬ 
rits  of  the  fubjedf,  Mr.  Pitt  had 
this  farther  advantage.  M  he  peo¬ 
ple  of  England  would  contrail  the 
plan  he  Mould  prefent,  with  that 
by  which  it  had  been  preceded,  a 
plan  in  Mr.  Pitt’s  apprehenfion  op- 
preifive,  unwife  and  impolitic  in 
the  extreme.  Even  if  the  fyitem 
that  had  been  rejected  by  the  houie 
pf  lords,  had  effedtpd  the  two  pup- 


pofes  of  happinefs  and  wealth  we 
have  ftated,  which  Mr.  Pitt  never 
admitted,  he  v  wild  at  leaft  have 
nothing  to  do,  in  order  to  his  riling 
to  the  pinnacle  of  honour,  than  to 
fhow  how  the  fame  ends  might  be 
anfwered  by  a  remedy  mild,  gentle 
and  emollient  in  its  operation,  and 
that  did  not,  as  was  imputed  to  the 
defeated  measure,  break  down  all 
the  barriers  of  liberty,  and  tear 
away  all  the  holdings  of  the  con- 
ftitution. 

The  fudden  diftbtution  of  the 
preceding  parliament  had  left 
fomething  imperfect  and  unfiniftied 
in  the  profecution  of  this  grand 
bufmefs.  On  the  23d  of  January, 
previoufly  to  the  rejection  of  Mr. 
Pitt’s  firft  India  bill  which  took 
place  on  the  fame  evening,  Mr. 
Eden  moved,  u  That  the  diredtor-s 
lay  before  the  houfe  of  commons 
their  opinions,  together  with  the 
accounts  and  eftimates  on  which 
fuch  opinions  fhall  be  grounded,  as 
to  the  mode  and  extent  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  interference,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  information  and 
belief,  would  prove  an  effectual  re¬ 
lief  to  the  company.”  The  mo¬ 
tion  was  grounded  in  this  circumr 
fiance.  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  was  laid  to 
be  brought  forward  with  the  con- 
fent  of  that  company.  1  he  reio- 
lutions,  into  which  they  had  entered 
upon  the  fubjedf,  exprefted  a  pre- 
fumption  on  their  part  that  effectual 
relief  would  be  extended  to  them 
in  the  fequel  by  the  legiilature. 
This  was  regarded  by  Mr.  Eden  as 
a  fpecies  of  mutual  bargain  and 
compadt.  Ele  u  as  therefore  defi- 
rous  to  afeertain  what  were  the 
amount  and  extent  of  that,  for 
which  parliament  might  be  conli- 
dcred  as  pledging  themfelves  by 
accepting  and  adding  their  fane- 
titn  to  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill.  A  report 
from  tfm  direbtors,"  in  compliance 
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with  this  requisition,  was  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
on  the  1 6th  of  February.  On  the 
nth  of  March  it  was  moved, 
u  Thar  the  report  be  referred  to  the 
conliaeration  of  a  feleCt  committee/ ? 
The  committee  conlifted  of  Mr. 
Eden,  Mr.  Dempfter,  Mr.  Huffey, 
Mr.  Strachey,  lord  Beauchamp,  fir 
Grey  Cooper,  fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  fir 
George  Shuckburgh,  fir  Adam  Fer- 
£u-fon,  Mr.  Robert  Smith,  Mr. 
Brook  Watfon,  Mr.  Henry  Thorn¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Philip  Yorke,  Mr.  Beau- 
foy  and  Mr.  Bankes,  The  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  committee  took 
place  on  the  15th  of  March,  and 
it  was  underflood  that  they  had  a 
report  nearly  ready  to  lay  upon  the 
table  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
when  their  proceedings  were  inter¬ 
rupted  by  the  diiTolution. 

The  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  were  opened  in  the  new 
parliament  by  a  petition  from  them, 
p relented  on  the  26th  of  May, 
praying*  the  houfe  of  commons  to 
grant  them  fuch  relief,  as  the  litua- 
tion  of  their  affairs  might  appear  to 
demand.  Upon  this  occalion  it 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt,  u  That 
the  diredfors  lay  before  the  houfe 
the  information  they  might  have 
received  fince  their  having  made  up 
their  report  of  the  16th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary.”  In  obedience  to  this 
order  a  fecond  report  was  prefented 
by  them  on  the  firff  of  }une,  and 
together  with  the  preceding  one, 
immediately  referred  to  the  con- 
fideration  of  a  feleCt  committee. 
This  committee  was  conlfituted 
in  the  fame  manner  with  that  of 
the  la  It  parliament,  with  no  other 
variation  than  fuch  as  had  been 
made  necefl'ary  by  the  general  elec¬ 
tion.  For  the  names  of  fir  Grey 
Cooper,  fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  fir  Adam 
Fcrgufon  and  Mr.  Smith,  who 
were  not  in  the  prefent  houfe  of 
commoas,  were  fubflituted  thofi?  of 


Mr.  Dundas,  Mr.  Charles  Brett, 
Mr.  Cad,  and  Mr.  Anflruther* 
The  report  of  the  committee  was. 
completed  and  prefented  to  par¬ 
liament  011  the  2  2d  in  dan  t,  and 
taken  into  consideration  by  a  com*'* 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe,  011  the 
2d  of  July. 

In  the  mean  time,  on  the  24th 
of  June,  a  bill  was  i introduced  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  to 
allow  the  company  to  divide  four 
per  cent  for  the  half  year  conclud¬ 
ing  with  Midfummer  1784.  This 
meafure  was  protefied  again  if  by 
Mr.  Eden,  Mr.  Anftruther,  and 
Mr.  Fox.  A  charge  of  in  con- 
fiftency  was  brought  againif  the 
latter,  inwhofe  adminiifration  a  bill 
of  a  fimilar  nature  had  palled  in 
the  dole  of  the  feffion  of  the  year 
1 78?,.  Mr.  Fox  however  difiin- 
guifhed;  the  circum fiances  of  the 
cafe.  He  Fated,  that  lie  had  ob¬ 
jected  to  lord  John  Cavendilh  the 
feeming  impropriety  of  the  mea- 
iure,  but  had  been  induced  to 
comply  by  this  argument.  “  You 
intend  to  enquire  into,  and  change 
the  fyiiem  of  the  company’s  go¬ 
vernment.  The  prefent  fell; on  is 
elapfed  and  the  bufinefs  mult  be 
poifponed.  It  would  therefore  be 
unfair  and  unwife  to  prejudge  a 
bufinefs  which  is  fo  fpeedily  to  be 
invefligated.”  The  bill  was  read  a 
firff  and  a  fecond  time  on  the  day 
of  its  introduction,  and  fome  al¬ 
terations  in  its  ftruCfure  having 
been  fuggefied  by  Mr.  Eden,  the 
next  day  it  went  through  its  re¬ 
maining  forms  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons. 

On  the  fame  day  it  was  carried  up 
to  the  lords,  and  palled  that  haute 
on  the  28th.  At  the  third  reading, 
it  was  attended  with  fome  debate, 
which  was  principally  conducted 
by  lord  Loughborough  and  lord 
Thurlow.  The  houfe  at  length 
divided,  contents  28,  not  con¬ 
tents 
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tents  9,  majority  19,  and  the  bill 
Immediately  received  the  royal  ai- 
fient  by  commiffion* 

On  the  rd  of  July,  the  day  ap¬ 
pointed  tor  taking  into  coniider- 
ation  the  report  of  the  feiedt 
committee,  the  chmcellor  of  the 
exchequer  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Eat! 
India  company.  This  bill  had  tor 
its  obje&s  the  refpite  of  duties, 
the  payment  of  bills,  and  the  at- 
certainment  of  dividend,  I  he 
duties  were  to  be  paid  by  inftal- 
ments,  at  Midfummer  and  Chriftmas 
lyHf.  Provifion  was  made  for  the 
bills  already  accepted  or  announc¬ 
ed.  The  deftgn  of  the  bill,  as  it 
related  to  the  dividend,  was  to 
enable  the  company  to  a£l  on  a 
certain  bails,  without  applying 
from  time  to  time  for  authority  to 
do  it  in  a  capricious  way.  In 
recommendation  of  the  meafure 
Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  from  the 
late  enquiries  which  he  had  made 
into  the  hate  of  the  company’s 
finance,  and  from  the  very  ample 
and  fatisiabtory  accounts  he  had 
obtained,  he  had  no  room  to  admit 
the  remoteif  idea  that  they  would 
not,  at  the  period  he  had  men¬ 
tioned,  be  able  to  fulfil  every  en¬ 
gagement.  There  might  be  cir- 
cumfhmces  in  the  progrefs  of  their 
affairs,  that  might  difappoint  their 
fceft  founded  expectations,  and  ren¬ 
der  their  fy  items  of  payment 
abortive.  But  he  believed,  that 
India  would  now  enjoy  that  peace, 
and  that  parliament  would  enforce 
that  adiive  ceeonomy,  'which  the 
prelent  ftate  of  affairs  fo  ftrongly 
.  recommended.  Pie  felt  much  plea- 
fur  e  in  being  able  to  affaire  this 
country,  that  the  afpeeft  of  things 
in  that  quarter  was  by  no  means 
tmpleafant  or  gloomy,  and  that, 
without  giving"  any  high  colouring* 
t’o  what  now  exifled  in  the  Eaft,  a 
few  ygars  tranquility  and  a.  fytlem 
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of  exertion  and  frugality  would  ren¬ 
der  our  Indian  "aolfefiions  affluent 
and  profperous. 

More  than  one  queffion  of 
connderable  importance  was  involv¬ 
ed  in  the  debates  that  took  place 
in  the  progrefs  of  this  bill.  It  was 
examined  how  far  the  honour  of 
parliament  was  pledged  by  the 
meafure  before  them,  what  was 
the  true  ffate  of  the  finances  of  the 
company,  and  what  the  merit  of 
the  principle  upon  which  the  mea¬ 
fure  under  dTcuffion  proceeded* 
The  firit  of  thefe  epu  eft  ions  was 
darted  by  Mr.  Philip  Francis  who, 
together  with  major  John  Scott, 
had  been  fir  ft  chofen  into  the  pre- 

A 

lent  parliament,  and  who  by  their’ 
intimate  concern  in  the  t  ran  faction  a 
of  Mr.  Haftings,  the  latter  as  his- 
immediate  agent,  the  former  as 
having  been  his  vigorous  oppo¬ 
nent  during  his  refidence  in  India,- 
promifed  to  add  fomething  to  the 
light  and  information  the  houfe 
had  received  on  this  momentous 
bufinefs.  The  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer -in  reply  to  Mr.  Francis 
declared,  that  he  had  been  perfectly 
altonifhed,  when  on  former  occa- 
fions  he  had  heard  it  ferioufly  con¬ 
tended,  that,  when  parliament  eny 
powered  the  company  to  accept 
bills,  it  pledged  the  public  faith 
for  their  payment,  and  was  bound 
to  provide  for  their  difcharge  in' 
cafe  of  the  failure  of  the  party  im¬ 
mediately  concerned.  This  lan¬ 
guage  was  fo  palpably  fallacious, 
that  he  imagined  thofe  who  held 

O  ^ 

it  molt  loudiv  had  not  believed  what 

j 

they  laid.  He"  was  followed  on 
the  fame  fide  by  Mr,  Dimdas  who, 
in  order  to  illuft rate  the  fubjecl, 
reminded  the  houfe  of  the  circum- 
fiances,  in  which  the  reftridtion  of 
the  acceptance  of  bills  by  the  Eaft. 
India  company  had  originated.  By 
the  regulating  bill  of  1773,  the 
public  were  to  come  in  for  their 

Ihare 
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fharein  the  profi.ts'of  the  company. 
In  order  therefore  to  prevent  the 
appropriation  of  any  part  of  their 
profits  to  the  payment  of  bills,  that 
might  be  fraudulently  fent  over 
from  India,  it'  had  been  thought 
necefiary  to  re  drain  the  amount  of 
thofe  bills.  Of  cdnfequence,  when 
he  gave  his  confent  to  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  bills  to  a  greater  amount, 
he  did  this,  and  no  more  ;  he  gave 
up  in  behalf  of  the  public  fo  much 
of  their  claim,  to  the  dividend  that 
was  fecured  to  them  by  the  bill  of 
1 773,  To  thefe  arguments  it  was 
added  by  Mr.  Jenkinfon,  that  the 
fame  refponfibihty  might  with  equal 
propriety  be  charged  upon  par¬ 
liament,  refpecting  all  the  corpora¬ 
tions  and  trading  companies,  in  the 
affairs  of  which  they  had  at  any 
time  found  it  necefiary  to  interfere. 
But  the  abfurdity  of  the  argument, 
when  thus  pufhed  into  ail  its  con¬ 
fluences ,  was  fufficient  to  defiroy 
its  credit  with  every  thinking  man. 

In  repiy  to  thefe  reafonings  it 
was  obferved  by  Mr.  Francis,  that 
he  had  never  imagined  that  parlia¬ 
ment  would  in  any  cafe  be  legally 
bound  to  the  difeharge  of  the  bills, 
as  an  endorfer  would  be,  or  that 
the  creditors  would  have  an  aCtion 
againil  government.  But  he  had 
apprehended  that  by  the  aCt  pro¬ 
pped  the  public  honour  would  in 
fome  fort  be  engaged  to  thole,  who, 
confiding  in  the  wifdom  and  jufiice 
of  parliament,  would  not  conceive 
it  pofiible,  that  the  legislature  would 
take  off  an  e .aiding  reflraint,  and 
fubftitute  an  exprefs  per  minion, 
without  the  molt  fatlsfaCfory  rea- 
fons  for  their  conduct.  The  fenfe 
of  the  legiflature  to  that  effeCt 
would  be  declared  by  the  permif- 
fion,  which  the  creditors  would 
conclude  was  founded  on  ftriCt  in¬ 
quiry  and  indifputable  knowdedge, 
and  which  therefore  they  would 


receive,  and  be  intitled  to  confider 
as  a  parliamentary  fecurity.  The 
difiinition  between  a  legal  and  an 
honourable  obligation  was  per¬ 
fectly  intelligible.  A  claufe  might 
indeed  be  inferted  in  the  bill,  de¬ 
claring  that  they  did  not  vouch  for 
the  fee  unity  which  they  permitted 
to  be  given.  But  even  then  they 
would  not  have  di fchafged  every 
point  of  their  duty.  They  were 
to  take  care  no?  to  fuller  parliament 
to  be  in  any  lhape  partakers  in  an 
error,  or  accomplices  in  a  decep¬ 
tion.  Mr.  Fox  declared  his  perfect 
convidiion  of  the  truth  of  Mr. 
Francis’s  doctrine. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  finances  of 
the  company,  there  was  an  obvious 
difcordancy  between  the  flattering 
prophecies  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  feleCI  committee  of  the 
houie  of  commons.  This  was  anim¬ 
adverted  upon  by  Mr.  Eden,  wht> 
had  been  originally  the  chairman? 
of  the  committee,  and  confefiedly 
took  a  principal  part  in  forming  the 
report.  Fie  knew  4,that  Mr.  Pitt 
was  a  bold  fiatefman,  and  he  was 
willing  to  pay  due  homage  to  an? 
intrepidity  well  fuited  to  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  the  times  ;  but  he  could 
not  reconcile  with  his  lingular  wif¬ 
dom  and  fore  fight  the  rif’que  of  an 
opinion,  the  fallacioufnefs  of  which 
a  few  months  might  demonftrate. 
The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  faid,  that,  if  the  relief  demand¬ 
ed  by  the  directors  fhould  be  grant-’ 
ed,  they  would  be  able,  for  the 
future,  to  be  regular  in  their  re- 
ceipts  and  payments.  Surely  the 
difference  between  the  Hate  of  the 
company,  as  de (bribed  in  their  firft 
report,  in  which  their  fyftem  irt 
thefe  refpe.Cts  was  detailed,  and  the 
amount  of  the  various  articles  whi«h 
had  fince  come  to  light,  would  fhew 
too  much  -caufe  to  fufpeCI  the  fo- 
iidity  fuch  an  opinion.  The 

fum» 
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fums  dependent  on  thole  articles, 
had  hitherto  been  undisputed,  and 
he  believed  them  to  be  indisputable# 
The  whole  amounted  to  about  eight 
millions  fieri ing.  From  this  de- 
dudfion  was  excluded  all  remark 
on  the  fuppofed  revenues  and  ex- 
pences  of  the  different  territories 
and  Settlements,  on  the  directors’ 
plan  of  commercial  refources,  which 
the  committee  had  fhown  to  be  in¬ 
compatible,  and  on  the  delufive 
dream  of  retrenchments  that  would 
probably  never  be  adopted  by  the 
Servants  abroad.  The  fad  was, 
that  the  directors’  report  prefented 
merely  a  pidture  drawn  from  the 
painter’s  imagination,  in  a  moment 
of  Sanguine  expectation  and  wild) 
enthufiafm,  am  id  ft  increafing  dil- 
treffes  and  difficulties.  Mr.  Eden 
waged  no  war  with  the  diredtors.. 
The  whole  tenour  of  the  report 
would  prove  this,  for  it  gave  lifty 
hat  contradidtions  to  the  diredtors 
accounts,  without  a  lingle  expreS- 
fion  that  tended  either  to  criminate 
or  cenfure.  Fie  waged  no  war 
with  Mr.  Haflings,  nor  did  he  feel 
the  fmalled  enmity  to  that  gentle¬ 
man.  Laftly,  he  waged  no  war 
with  the  proprietors  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  every  ifep  he  had  taken  in 
the  bufinefs  would  in  due  time  be 
acknowledged'  by  the  honed  pro¬ 
prietors  to  be  moil  friendly  to  their 
permanent  intereds.  He  had  been 
adi  uated  through  the  whole  by  a  fair 
Solicitude  to  obtain  information, 
that  might  prevent  a  bankruptcy, 

'  involving  the  moil  alarming  confe- 
quences.  In  this  Solicitude  there 
was  no  idea  of  dcfporidency.  He 
did  not  mean  to  intimate,  that  the 
company’s  affairs  were  irretriev¬ 
able  ;  but  he  wrould  venture  to  af¬ 
fect,  and  would  red  his  charadler 
upon  the  alfertion,  that,  if  mere 
palliatives  were  tried,  and  if  par¬ 
liament  declined  the  talk  of  ft  ramm¬ 
ing  the  diforder  to  the  bottom,  the 
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confequences  would  be  rnc'd  cala¬ 
mitous  to  the  company  and  the 
public.  In  the  committee  he  had 
the  advantage  of  three  or  four 
particular  friends,  men  of  known 
talents  and  integrity  ;  but  the  ma¬ 
jority  were  utterly  unconnedfed 
with  him  in  the  line  of  public  life. 
And  yet  he  could  venture  to  fay, 
that  there  never  was  an  in  dance  in 
which  any  committee  had  added 
with  fo  complete  a  cordiality  and 
unanimity.  Fie  could  not  doop  to 
the  talk  of  defending  the  report  of 
fuch  a  committee.  Let  it  be  judged 
by  the  houfe  and  the  public,  and 
let  it  darid  the  ted  of  fuch  events 
as  it  might  be  condrued  to  p  redid, 
Mr.  Dempder  confirmed  what  Mm 
Eden  had  laid,  and  declared,  that 
a  report,  framed  with  more  accu¬ 
racy,  or  drawn  in  a  greater  dyle  of 
candour,  had  never  been  Lid  upon 
the  table  of  that  houfe.  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  to  whom,  upon  the  revival  of 
the  committee  in  the  prefent  par¬ 
liament,  Mr.  Eden  had  refigned 
the  chair,  gave  his  applaufe  to  the 
report.  Fie  Laid  that  he  had  little 
fh are  indeed  in  the  drawing  up  of 
that  paper,  Since  considerable  pro- 
grefs  had  been  made  in  digetting 
the  fads  previoully  to  his  becoming 
a  member  of  the  committee;  In  this 

g'. 

Situation  he  had  felt  the  bed  Way  of 
discharging  his  duty,  to  he  by  com¬ 
paring  the  materials  Selected,  tor  the 
report  with  the  information  and 
evidence  upon  which  they  were 
founded,  and  he  had  been  Satisfied 
that  the  one  fully  bore  out  the 
other.  The  committee  had  been 
unanimous  in  confining  themfelves 
to  fads,  fince  upon  the  fame  fads 
there  might  be  different  opinions. 
Thus  circumdanced,  he  held  him- 
Self  as  free  as  any  member  of  that 
houfe,  to  reafon  upon  the  fads  dated 
in  the  report,  and  to  draw  his  own 
inferences. 

Mr.  Francis  went  at  great  length 
.  a  kit© 
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into  the  queftion  before  the  houfe, 
and  profefiedly  grounded  his  rea- 
fonings  upon  the  aflertions  of  the 
felecf  committee.  He  took  up  in 
particular  that  part  of  the  fubjedt 
which  had  been  palled  over  by 
Mr.  Eden,  and  dated  the  error  of 
the  directors’  account  in  their  e  di- 
mate  of  the  revenues  in  India,  and 
of  the  charges  to  be  defrayed  out 
of  them,  as  amounting  upon  their 
fix  years  eftimate.  to  9,747,4?©! ; 
from  which  it  refulted,  that  inftead 
of  having  an  annual  furplus  in  In¬ 
dia  of  1,091,746!.  as  the  41  redtors 
had  dated,  the  annual  balance 
againft  their  Indian  revenue  would 
be  1,624,580b  The  error  in  the 
account  of  goods  now  remaining, 
or  to  be  imported  into  England,  and 
of  the  funds  out  of  which  they 
were  to  be  provided,  was  at  lead 
3,ooc,ocol.  The  directors  in  their 
eftimate  ftated  5,655,668b  as  the 
probable  amount  of  the  bills  that 
might  be  drawn.  Of  this  amount 
the  bills  already  drawn  or  expected 
went  to  4,819,236b  The  fum, 
therefore,  of  836,432b  was  left  to 
anfwer  all  the  bills  that  might  be 
drawn  in  the  four  laft  years  of 
the  edimated  period.  The  lad  head 
in  the  report  of  the  directors,  that 
fell  under  Mr.  Francis’s  animadver- 
fion,  was  the  debt  in  India.  This 
by  the  lad  advices  amounted  to 
6,192,207b  and  was  to  be  liqui¬ 
dated  partly  by  the  appropriation 
of  certain  credits  upon  the  princes 
and  zemidars  of  India,  to  the 
amount  of  2,470,394b  of  which 
the  directors  theinfelves  fuppofed 
a  confiderable  part  to  be  bad  at  the 
moment  that  they  took  credit  for 
the  whole  of  it,  and  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Francis,  was  not 
worth  a  {billing  ;  and  partly  from 
the  fuppofed  annual  furplus  of  the 
revenue,  which  turned  out  to  be 


in  truth  an  annual  deficiency  of 
1,624,  380b 

Mr.  Francis  went  on  to  examine 
certain  papers,  Which  had  been 
moved  for  by  major  Scott  a  few 
days  before,  as  going  to  the  direct 
overthrow  of  the  calculations  con¬ 
tained  in  the  report  of  the  1'eleCt 
committee,  and  particularly  two 
letters  from  Mr.  H airings  of  the 
1 6th  of  December,  1784,  and  the 
7th  of  February,  3784,  The  former 
of  thefe  exhibited  a  very  brilliant 
and  favourable  pidufe  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  of  the  province  of  Bengal, 
In  all  this  Mr.  Francis  gave  the 
governor  general  credit  for  a  rapid 
invention  and  a  poetical  imagina¬ 
tion,  but  eonfidered  the  paper  in 
every  other  view  as  dedicate  of  the 
fmalleft  authority*  In  this  letter 
Mr,  Mailings  obferved  to  his  con- 
ftituents,  u  That  he  had  fupported 
their  other  prefidencies,  not  by  fcan- 
ty  and  ineffectual  fupplies,  but  by 
an  anxious  anticipation  of  all  their 
wants,  and  by  a  mod  prompt  and 
liberal  relief  of  them.”  If  this 
defeription  were  correCt,  Bombay 
and  Fort  St,  George  mu  ft  have 
been  nurtured  in  the  lap  of  luxury. 
It  was  impofiible  that  in  tha.t  very 
period  they  fhould  have  incurred  a 
debt  of  two  or  three  millions,  and 
drawn  upon  the  directors  for  a 
million  more.  Mr.  Mailings  pro¬ 
ceeded,  u  In  the  performance  of 
thefe  fervices  we  have  fought  for 
little  pecuniary  aftiftance  from  home. 
Unwillingto  add  to  the  dotneftic  em- 
barraffments  of  our  honourable  em-* 
players,  we  have  avoided  drawiiig 
ori  you  for  fupplies  upon  many  oc- 
cafions  that  would  have  juftified  us 
in  feeking  fuch  aftiftance?’  Could 
it  be  believed  that,  exclusive  of 
bills  paid  by  the  company  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  thofe 
how  received  or  adrifed  from  Ben* 
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gal  alone,  amounted  to  3,4.1,6,28^1. 
Such  was  the  proof  of  Mr.  Ha- 
ftings’s  unwillingncfs  to  add  to  the 
doineftic  embarralfinents  of  his  ho¬ 
nourable  employers.  To  this  it 
was  neceffary  to  add  but  one  ob- 
fervation.  The  calculations  of  the 
letter  of  the  16th  of  December 
were  profefiedly  founded  upon  the 
certainty  of  a  general  peace.  In 
the  letter  of  the  7th  of  February, 
which  accompanied  it  02  the  table 
of  that  houfe,  Mr.  Bailings  ob- 
ferved, 44  The  negotiation  for  peace 
no  longer  promifes  luccefs,  the 
lleps  taken  by  Tippoo  leave  little 
or  no  profpedt  of  his  acquiefcence 
in  the  treaty,  and  the  government 
of  Madras  are  endeavouring  to  get 
their  army  into  the  field  as-  fall  as 

5  j 

neither  the  reafonlngs  of 
Mr.  Francis,  nor  the  character  and 
declarations  of  the  gentlemen  ivlio 
compofed  the  committee,  were  ful- 
ficient  to  deter  fuch  as  hadefpoufed 
the  caufe  of  the  company  from 
animadverting  with  much  freedom 
upon  the  late  report.  Mm  Smith, 
the  chairman  of  the  company,  en¬ 
deavoured  to  point  out  various 
mi  flakes,  Mr.  Richard  Atkinfon, 
who  had  lately  been  chofen  into  the 
direction,  and  who  was  fuppofed 
to  be  in  habits  of  particular  inti¬ 
macy  with  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  undertook  to  refute 
every  article  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  in  which  it  differed  from 
the  report  of  the  directors j  Can¬ 
dour  however  obliges  us  10  ac¬ 
knowledge,  that  the  funis  to  which 
he  excepted  appear  to  have  amount¬ 
ed  to  little  rhore  than  four  millions, 
while  the  deficiencies  pointed  out 
by  Mr.  Eden  exceeded  the  fum  of 
eight  millions* 

Mr.  Atkinfon  declared,  that  he 
was  far  from  acknowledging;  any 
obligation  to  the  gentle  manner  in 


which  Mr.  Eden  claimed  the  credit 
of  having  dated  his  contradictions 
to  the  directors’  report.  The  ob- 
fervations  of  the  directors  were  con¬ 
fined  by  the  order  of  the  houfe  to 
the  degree  of  relief,  by  the  pod- 
ponement  of  duties  and  the  accept¬ 
ance  of  bills,  which  in  their  opi¬ 
nion-  would  be  fu  die  lent  for  their 
affairs.  Accordingly  they  had 
dated  an  edimate  of  their  receipts 
and  payments  in  England  with  as 
much  accuracy  as  the  nature  of  the 
cafe  admitted  ;  but  they  had  never 
pretended  to  the  fame  exafftnefs  in 
the  account  of  their  receipts  and 
payments  abroad,  which  was  plainly 
impoffible.  All  they  had  intended 
under  this  lad  head  was  to  lay,  a 
foundatic  .  for  this  general  infer¬ 
ence,  that  no  farther  bills  would- 
be  neceffaTy  to  be  drawn,  and  that 
it  was  credible  that  the  revenues, 
which  before  the  war  had  produc¬ 
ed  a  very  large  furplus,  would  ft  ill 
produce  fome  furplus.  But  this 
diilimdion  was  wholly  confounded 
in  the  report  of  the  committee, 
who  had  in  a  defultory  way  thrown 
out  a  large  mafs  of  animadverfions 
tending  to  grounds  of  general  dii- 
trud ;  and  had  fo  obfeured  a  plain 
fubjedt,  by  confounding  Indian 
receipts  and  payments  with  thole  1 
of  England,  that  none  but  thofe  1 
who  were  tolerably  maders  of  the 
fob] eft  could  underhand  them. 

Major  Scott  entered  at  large  into 
the  defence  of  Mr.  Ha  dings.  He 
faid  that  in  the  year  1770,  and  in 
a  feafon  of  profound  peace,  bills 
had  been  drawn  upon  the  company 
from  Bengal  to  the  amount  of 
t,ioo,ooc1.  In  April,  1772,  Mr.. 
Had'ngs,  by  the  appointment  of 
the  company,  became  governor  of 
Bengal.  At  that  period  the  bond 
debt  was  one  million,  and  this  was 
foon  after  unavoidably  increafed  ton 
i,2co,ooob  But  what  was  the  al¬ 
teration 
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teration  produced  in  four  years  ? 
Not  only  was  the  bond  deb  com¬ 
pletely  difcharged,  not  only  was  an 
ample  fum  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  an  invedment,  but  there 
was  an  adtual  balance  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  treafury  at  Bengal  of 
i ,800,00c  1.  Down  to  the  year 
1780,  not  a  lingie  bill  was  drawn 
from  that  prefidency,  except  fuch 
as  was  exprelsiy  authorifed  by  the 
court  of  directors.  The  bills  drawn 
m  1781  and  the  following  years 
were  for  the  exp,  els  purpofe  of 
farm  (hi  up;  an  invedment  for  the 
company.  Their  amount  was 
wholly  to  be  afcribed  to  the  war, 
in  the  originating  of  which  Mr. 
Haftings  had  no  concern.  In  the 
lad  dve  years  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
7, 290, doc  1.  was  lent  from. Bengal 
to  Madras  and  Bombay,  for  the 
fupport  of  the  war.  The  queftion 
therefore  was  limply  this,?  was  it 
better  to  take  up  money  in  Bengal 
for  bills  upon  England,  and  to 
apply  that  money  wholly  and  ex- 
clu lively  to  the  purchafe  of  an  in- 
veftmenr,  or  that  the  inveltment 
fliould  have  been  difeontinued  dur¬ 
ing  that  term  ?  Major  Scott  expa¬ 
tiated  on  the  advantageous  dtuation 
in  which  the  lad  peace  of  Paris ' 
had  found  the  EaO.  India  company. 
The  company  had  conquered  all 
the  poffeffions  of  the  French  and 
the  Dutch,  and  by  thofe  conqueds 
bad  prevented  farther  facrifices 
where  they  would  have  been  more 
*  felt  by  the  public.  Pie  declared 
his  belief  that  at  the  moment  in 
which  he  was  fpeaking,  the  peace 
with  Tip  poo  was  concluded.-  Fi¬ 
nally,  he  dated  a  bald  nee  of  the 
receipts  and  diiburfements  of  the 
prelidency  of  Bengal,  upon  the 
fuppodtion  of  a  peace  eftablifh- 
rncnt.the  furplus  of  which  amount¬ 
ed  to  1,70c, 00  1. 

The  drd  and  fceond  readings  of 
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the  bill  pa  Red  without  any  anim- 
adverdon.  In  the  committee  an 
amendment  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Dempder,  to  oblige  the  company 
to  pay  an  interred  of  live  per  cent, 
upon  the  money  which  they  were 
indebted  to  the  public.  The  mo¬ 
tion  being  negatived  Tq  this  dage 
of  the  bufinefs,  it  was  again  brought 
forward  upon  the  repo  t.  It  was 
fuppofted  by  Mr.  Huffcy,  lord 
North,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Courtenay, 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  dr  James  Er- 
Ikine,  The  divifion  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  had  been,  ayes  3,  does  8  r, 
majority  78  ;  and  upon  the  report 
was,  ayes  27,  noes  83,  majori¬ 
ty  56. 

Upon  the  third  reading,  which 
took  place  on  the  4th  of  Aug uft, 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  de¬ 
bated  with  condderable  warmth 
and  fome  afperity.  Mr.  Eden  en¬ 
deavoured  to  expofeit,  by  fcontraft- 
ing  the  two  didineff  propodtions  of 
which  it  was  condituted  :  the  one 
for  refpiting  the  duties  and  remit¬ 
ting  the  inhered,  the  other  for  al¬ 
lowing  the  company  to  divide  eight 
per  cent.  The  only  poffible  way 
of  juftifying  them,  was  to  argue 
them  feparately  ;  and  to  contend, 
in  fupport  of  thd  drd,  that  the 
company  was  fo  extremely  poor  as 
to  need  every  poffible  abidance  ; 
and,  in  fupport  of  the  other,  that 
their  affairs  -were  in  fo  foundling 
and  prosperous  a  condition,  that 
they  could  well  afford  to  make  an 
enormous  dividend.  It  was  ob- 
ferved  by  Mr.  Fox,  that  it  was 
only  of  late  years  that  they  had 
divided  more  than  fix  per  cent.  ; 
arid  that  at  no  time  had  they  di¬ 
vided  eight  per  cent,  from  their 
commercial  profits.  Let  the  houfe 
recoiled!  that  to  meet  the  necedity 
of  affairs,  they  had  recently  im- 
pofed  taxes  on  our  inanufadtutes 
and  taxes  on  the  neceffaries  of  life. 
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The  fiiVn  which  was  given  to  the 
company  by  the  remiffion  of  fil¬ 
tered:,  would  have  relieved  the  poor 
from  the  raoft  unequal  and  oppref- 
iive  tax  upon  candles.  In  fine, 
confidering  the  tenour  of  the  pre¬ 
feat  bill,  and  the  conduct  of  ad- 
miniftration  during  the  whole  fef- 
iion,  it  was  palpable  to  remark,  that 
they  were  wholly  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  Eatt  India  company, 
and  that  the  company  were  making 
rapid  brides,  after  having  defpoiled 
and  enflaved  many  millions  of  men 
in  a  diftant  quarter  of  the  globe, 
to  reduce  the  inhabitants  of  this 
iiland  under  their  defpotic  fway. 
In  purftiance  of  thefe  reafonings 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dempfter 
was  once  more  brought  forward  by 
Mr.  Fox,  and  it  was  moved  by  lir 
fames  Erfkine#that  the  dividend 
mould  be  put  at  fix  infiead  of  eight 
per  cent.  Both  the  amendments 
were  negatived. 

The  charges  of  Mr.  Fox  were 
warmly  retorted  by  Mr.  Pitt  upon 
the  late  India  bill.  Fie  laid  it  was 
extremely  eafy  to  feparate  the  two 
heads  of  the  prelent  bill,  and  to  put 
them  in  opposition  to  each  other. 
Such  a  mode  of  arguing  might  be 
ingenious,  but  was  net  folid.  From 
the  reports  of  the  directors,  from 
the  very  fair  and  candid  report  of 
the  feledt  committee,  and  from  all 
.  the  cireumfhmces  of  their  affairs, 
he  was  fatisfied,  that,  though  not  in 
prefent  affluence,  thg  company  was 
in  that  condition  which  came  within 
the  fair  meaning  of  the  word  fol- 
verit.  Upon  this  idea,  and  per- 
fuaded  that  their  fituation  admitted 
of  effectual  relief,  he  propofed,  not 
as  a  claim  of  right,  but  as  a  favour 
done  them  by  the  public,  a  hand- 
fomc  and  liberal  act  of  bounty  and 
benevolence.  The  dividend  of 
eight  per  cent,  had  been  admitted 
by  him  for  this  fingle  reafon,  be- 
caufe  it  appeared  that  the  credit  of 


the  company  materially  depended 
upon  that  circumftance.  Motives 
of  policy  and  expedience  had  dic¬ 
tated  the  meafure,  and  he  doubted 
not  that  the  public  would  receive 
a  moft  ample  remuneration  for  their 
prefent  indulgence.  Fie  had  the 
pleafure  to  allure  the  houfe  that 
government  had  juft  received  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  peace  being  con¬ 
cluded  with  Tippoo  ;  and  this,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  plans  now  under 
the  confideration  of  parliament, 
promifed  every  thing  aufpicious 
and  every  thing  favourable. 

On  the  1 2th  of  Augub,  in  the 
committee  upon  the  bill  of  relief  in 
the  houfe  of  lords,  it  was  moved 
by  the  duke  of  Portland,  that  fix, 
infiead  of  eight  per  cent,  ihouldbe 
infected  in  the  bill,  as  the  fum  that 
the  company  was  allowed  to  divide. 
The  amendment  was  iupported  by 
lord  Loughborough  and  lord  vil- 
count  Stormont,  the  latter  of  whom 
had  voted  for  the  bill,  to  allow  the 
company  to  make  an  half-year’s  di¬ 
vidend  of  four  per  cent.  The 
principal  argument  again.fi:  the 
amendment,  and  the  argument  that 
had  prevailed  with  the  minifter,  it 
was  laid,  was,  that  the  credit  oi 
the  company  depended  upon  their 
dividend.  But  it  was  not  the  de¬ 
clarations  of  parliament,  it  was  not 
the  parchment  in  the  hand  of  the 
chancellor  that  would  ebablifli  the 
credit  of  the  Eab  India  com¬ 
pany.  Whenever  the  credit  of 
a  company,  or  of  individuals  en¬ 
gaged  in  mercantile  concerns, 
was  impeached,  or  fufpedfed  to 
be  tottering,  the  plain  and  or¬ 
dinary  mode  of  proceeding  was  to 
{hew  the  real  bate  of  their  affairs, 
and  to  prove  from  fa  fits  that  they 
were  in  a  profperous  fituation.  To 
ill ul’t rate  this,  lord  Stormont  re¬ 
curred  to  the  pecuniary  regulations 
of  the  bill  of  1773.  At  that  time, 
by  artifice  and  manoeuvre  the  com¬ 
pany’s 
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j»any*s  frock  was  raifed  to  270I.  and 
the  dividend  to  twelve  and  a  halt 
per  cent.  It  had  been  thought  ad- 
vifeable  by  that  adminiftration,  by 
way  of  fupporting  the  credit  of  the 
corhpany,  and  to  prevent  a  South- 
fea  bubble,  to  lower  their  dividend 
to  lix  per  cent,  and  this  was  done 
with  apparent  advantage  to  the 
company.  The  amendment  was 
rejected  without  a  divilion. 

But  all  thefe  measures  wove  pre¬ 
paratory  and  fubdrdinate  to  tide  bill 
of  regulation,  fihat  was  moved  for 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
on  the  6th  of  July,  and,  from  the 
importance  of  its  object,  that  well 
deierved  the  whole  attention  of  the 
public.  Never  we  believe  was  a 
meafure,  more  extenfive  in  its  range, 
and  more  various  in  its  provisions, 
fubmitted  to  the  attention  of  a  le- 
giflative  affembly.  The  objeds, 
which,  in  the  plan  of  the  late  fe- 
cretary  of  ft  ate,  were  to  be  di  ftri- 
buted  into  three  different  bills, 
were  by  Mr.  Pitt  fubmitted  at  once 
to  the  unbroken  attention  of  par¬ 
liament.  The  idea  was  profefi'edly 
adopted  by  him,  in  order  that  the 
connexion  between  the  different 
parts  of  his  fyllem  might  be  fully 
feen,  and  that  their  bearings  and 
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relative  operation  might  contribute 
to  decide  upon  them  in  the  eliirna- 
tion  of  the  public.  The  bill  there¬ 
fore  of  the  6th  of  July  was  at 
once  to  inliitute  a  new  fyftem  of 
government  at  home,  and  to  re¬ 
gulate  the  different  prefideneies 
abroad.  It  was  to  provide  for  the 
happinefs  of  the  natives,  and  put 
an  end  to  all  their  mifunderftand- 
ings  and  controverfies.  And  laftly, 
which  was  by  no  means  its  leaf! 
objedl,  it  was  by  a  llritffer  mode  of 
legiflation  to  exclude  delinquency, 
and  it  was  to  inflitute  a  new  judi¬ 
cature  for  the  trial  of  offences  com¬ 
mitted  in  India. 

But}  though  the  meafure  were 


thus  extenfive  in  its  range,  and 
durable  in  its  confequences,  it  was 
however  unable  to  keep  alive  the 
attention,  and  employ  the  difqui- 
litiows  of  the  public  in  general. 
Two  caufes  may  be  affigned  for 
this.  The  nation  had  but  juil  feen 
the  clofe  of  one  feffion  of  parlia¬ 
ment  before  the  commencement  of 
another.  The  c i re um fiance  was 
lingular  and  uncommon,  and  this 
was  one  reafon,  for  which'  their 
minds,  already  fatigued  with  atten¬ 
tion  to  public  affairs,  refilled  to 
renew  that  attention,  and  follow  a 
train  of  bufinefs,  fo  complicated  and 
various,  as  that  which  was  now  de¬ 
pending.  The  feaion,  in  which, 
for  time  immemorial,  the  opulent 
had  deferted  the  metropolis,  and 
retorted  to  the  beauties  of  nature, 
was  completely  arrived.  To  the 
confideration  of  the  extraordinary 
and  unwelcome  feafon  of  the  year, 
we  may  add  the  notorious  if  ate  of 
the  public  mind.  Mt.  Pitt  had 
now  attained  the  utmoft  height  of 
popularity,  and  the  nation  was  dif- 
pofed  to  place  in  him  the  moft  en¬ 
tire  and  unbounded  confidence. 
They  had  perhaps  carried  their  ap- 
prehenfions  and  prefages  of  the  late 
adminiftration  to  a  degree  of  vio¬ 
lence,  and,  by  a  feature  insepa¬ 
rable  from  hitman  nature,  in  their 
revuliion  from  one  object,  they 
threw  themfelves  headlong  into 
the  arms  of  the  other.  Mr.  Fox’s 
bill  had  included  every  thing^that 
was  profligate,  and  every  thing  that 
was  monllrous,  and  of  courfe  Mr. 
Pitt’s  bill  mull  be  a  model  of  per¬ 
fection.  The  young  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  had  nothing  to  do 
but  alliduoufly  to  avoid  the  errors 
of  his  predeceffors,  and  he  could 
not  fail  of  producing  all,  that  was 
luited  to  the  cjrcumffances  of  the 
cafe,  and  conducive  to  the  welfare 
of  Britain. 

Under  the  find  head  of  the  bill 
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now  introduced  into  parliament, 
its  provifions  were  nearly  coin- 
cident  with  thofe  of  thS  bill  origi¬ 
nated  by' Mr.  Pitt  in  the  lafi  feffion 
of  the  preceding  parliament ;  and 
we  mult  refer  to  what  we  faid  upon 
that  oceafion  for  the  various  argu¬ 
ments  by  which  the  miniffer  en¬ 
deavoured,  at  that  time  uniuccef  - 
fully;  to  recommend  the  project 
he  had  formed.  The  few  altera¬ 
tions  that  were  made  uniformly 
tended  to  enlarge  the  powers  ot  the 
propoled  board  of  control.  It 
was  permitted  them,  in  urgent 
cafeg  arid  fuch  as  feemed  to  re¬ 
quire  celerity,  to  originate  mea- 
fures,  as  well  as  to  revife,  correct 
and  alter  thofe  of  the  director'. 
In  matters  relative  to  peace  and 
war,  where  fecrefy  was  a  principal 
cbjedf,  they  were  alio  allowed  to 
fend  their  orders  Orait  to  India, 
without  communication  with  the 
court  of  directors ;  and  to  the  com¬ 
manders  in  chief,  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  .  f  the  relpectivc  preiideneies. 
It  then  proceeded,  as  had  been  done 
by  the  former  bill,  to  regulate  the 
number  of  perfons  conilitnting  the 
different  councils  of  Bengal,  Foit 
St.  George,  and  Bombay. 

V\  ith  refpebt  to  the  government 
abroad,  in  the  drib  place,  it  gave 
an  abfolute  power  to  the  governor 
general  and  council  of  Bengal  to 
originate  orders  to  the  inferior  pre- 
fidencies,  in  cafes  that  did  not  in¬ 
terfere  with  the  directions  already 
received5  from  Britain ;  and  added 
a  power  of  fufpenlion  in  cafe  of 
difobedience.  The  fupreme  coun¬ 
cil  were  forbidden,  uniefs  any  of 
thfe  princes  of  India  ihould  have 
firfl  'commenced  or  contemplated 
hoftilities  again.ll  our  fettlements, 
to  enter  upon  war,  or  to  form  an 
offefriive  treaty,  without  orders 
from  home.  The  inferior  councils 
Were  prohibited  in  all  common 
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cabs  to  form  alliances,  and  in 
cafes  of  urgency,  they  were  com¬ 
manded  to  infert  a  provifional 
claufe,  rendering  the  permanency 
of  the  alliance  dependent  upon  the 
confirmation  of  the  governor  gene¬ 
ral.  Intelligence  was  in  aU  cates 
commanded  to  be  fent  home  imme¬ 
diately  of  every  important  tract- 
action,  and  every  lervant  of  the 
company,  in  any  of  its  fettlements, 
was  required  to  transmit  accounts 
of  every  conftderable  t  ran  faction  to 
the  council  of  Bengal. 

Various  regulations  were  added 
refpecting  the  debts  of  the  nabob 
of  Arcot  and  the  raja  of  Tanjour 
to  private  individuals  and  to  the 
company.  En q u i r y  w as  orde red 

to  be  made  by  the  different  preii- 
dencies,  into  the  expuliions  that 
might  have  been  made  ol  any  of 
the  hereditary  farmers,  and  the  .op- 
preffive  rents  and  contributions  that 
might  have  been  extorted  from 
them  ;  and  meafures  were  directed 
to  be  taken  for  their  relief  and  fu¬ 
ture  tranquility.  A  fimilar  exa¬ 
mination  was  required  to  be  made 
in  order  to  retrenchment,  into  the 
different  ellablifhments  of  our  fet- 
tlements  in  India,  a  report  of  which 
wars  to  be  annually  laid  before  par¬ 
liament.  The  company  vs  ere  pro¬ 
hibited  from  fending  out  a  greater 
number  of  cadets  or  writers,  than 
fhould  be  absolutely,  neceffary,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  the  age  of  fuch 
as  were  font  out  ihould  not  be  lets 
than  fifteen,  nor  more  than  twenty- 
two  years.  Promotions  were  com¬ 
manded  to  be  made  in  the  order  of 
fenibrity,  uniefs  in  extraordinary 
cafes,  for  which  the  preiideneies 
Ihould  make  themlelves  fpecifically 
refponfible. 

Crimes,  committed  by  Englifh 
fubjedfs  in  any  part  of  Ind’a,  were 
made  amenable  to  every  Britiili 
court  of  juffice,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
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wzr  as  if  they  had  been  committed 
in  our  immediate  dominions.  P  re¬ 
lents,  except  fuch  as  were  merely 
ceremonial,  were  forbidden  to  be 
rec  ived,  unlefs  by  a  counfelior  at 
law,  a  phvlician,  a  iurgeon,  or  a 
chaplain,  under  the  penalty  of  con¬ 
fiscation  of  the  prelent,  and  an  ad¬ 
ditional  fine  in  the  difcretion  of 
tthe  court.  Diihbedien.ee  of  orders, 
unlefs  abiolutely  neceffary-,  andpe- 
•cuniary  t  ran  factions,  contrary  to 
'the  interefts  of  the  company,  were 
declared  to  be  high  crimes  and  mil- 
.demeanours.  "I  he  company  were 
forbidden,  to  interfere  in  favour  of 
aiiv  perfon  legally  condemned  of 
the  above  crimes,  or  to  employ  him 
•in  their  fer vice  for  ever.  The  go¬ 
vernors  of  the  different  preiidencies 
were  permitted  to  imprifon  any 
perfon  fu ! peered  of  illicit  corre- 
-fpondence,  and  .were  ordered  to 
fend  them  to  England  with  all  con¬ 
venient  fpeed,  if  their  health  would 
permit. 

'JL  ,  (  .  . 

Every  perfon  ierving,  or  who 
fbould  hereafter  ferve  in  India,  and 
returning  to  England,  was  required 
to-  give  in  an  eiiimate  upon  oath  to 
the  court  of  exchequer  or  his  pro¬ 
perty,  within  two  months  after  his 
arrival,  one  copy  of  which  was  to 
be  kept  in  the  court  of  exchequer, 
and  the  other  at  the  Eaft  India 
houfe.  The  board  of  control,  the 
court  of  directors,  or  any  three  of 
the  proprietors,  whofe  dock  fliould 
amount  together  to  ioocI.  were 
allowed  to  move  the  court  of  ex¬ 
chequer  to  examine  the  validity  of 
the  account.  The  court  of  exche¬ 
quer  was  required,  in  cafe  the  ac- 
cufation  appeared  to  them  to  be 
well  founded,  to  examine  the  ac- 
cufed  upon  oath,  and  to  imprifon 
him,  till  he  fliould  have  anfweved 
their  interrogatories  in  a  fatisfadfory 
manner.  The  whole  property  of 
every  perfon,  who  fliould  negledt  to 
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give  in  fuch  an  account  within  the 
time  limited,  or  who  fliould  have 
been  guilty  of  a  mifreprefentation 
in  that  account  to  the  amount  of 
20G0I.  fie r ling,  was  ordered  to  be 
con  fife  ated,  ten  per  cent,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  informer  or  accufer, 
and  the  remainder  to  beeq uaily 
divided  between  the  public  and  the 
company.  Every  perfon,  having 
been  once  employed  in  India,  and 
having  afterwards  relided  in  Eu¬ 
rope  for  the  fpace  of  five  years, 
unlefs  for  the  refioration  of  his 
health’,  was  declared  r>  be  inca¬ 
pable  to  be  Tent  out  again  to  that 
country. 

j 

The  attorney  general,  or  the 
court  of  directors,  was  authorifed 
to  file  an  information  in  the  court 
of  King’s  bench  againft  any  perfon 
for  crimes  committed  in  India. 
That  court  was  empowered  imme¬ 
diately  to  imprifon  or  admit  to 
bail  the  perfi  11  acetified.  It  war 
then  ordered,  that,  within  thirty 
days,  a  certain  number  of  peers 
fliould  be  chofen  by  the  house  of 
lords,  and  of  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  that  houfe,  to  con- 
ftitute  a  judicature  for  the  trial  of 
the  accufation.  The  court  was 
finally  to  confift  ot  three  judges 
appointed  by  the  crown,  four  peers, 
and  fix  members  of  the  houfe  of 
commons;  and  the  accufed  had  a 
right  to  a  peremptory  challenge* 
The  court  was  authorifed  to  judge 
v/ it  ho  ut  appeal,  and  to  declare  the 
party  convicted  incapable  of  ferv- 
ing  the  Eaft  India  company.  The 
punifiiinents  they  were  to  award 
were  fine  and  imprifonmen.t,  and, 
in  order  to  the  proportioning  the 
fine  to  the  property  of  the  convidt, 
the  court  of  exchequer  might,  at 
the  requifition  of  the  attorney  ge¬ 
neral,  or  the  company,  examine 
him  upon  oath  upon  that  fubjedt. 
If  he  refilled  to  anfwer  their  inter- 
i  4  fo gar 
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rogatories,  his  property  was  db 
retfted  to  he  confiicated,  tor  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  the  kins'  and  she  court  of 

O'  ■*$,' 

exchequer  was  farther  empowered 
to  imprifon  him  during  pleafure. 
Records  in  the  court  of  directors, 
and  inch  other  written  tetlimony 
as  fhould  he  approved  by  the  court, 
were  ordered  to  be  conlklered  as 
evidence  upon  whh  h  they  were 
authori fed  to  form  their  fentence. 

With  refpeCt  to  the  laft  head  of 
this  bill,  Mr.  Pitt  owned  that  he 
had  an  extreme  partiality  to  the 
prefent  fywem  of  diftributive  juft 
tice  in  this  country,  and  that  he 
could  not  bring'  himfelf  for  a  mo? 
ment  to  think  of  departing  from 
it,  without  the  utmoit  reluctance. 
There  was  danger  in  the  example 
of  any  deviation  from  the  eflablifh- 
cd  foims  of  trial.  It  was  perhaps 
the  iirft,  th.e  aeareft  and  mofteft 
fentiaj  confideration  in  the  mind  of 
every  Englifhman,  that  he  held 
his  property  and  perfon  in  perfect 
fecyrity,  from  the  wife,  moderate 
and  liberal  fpirit  of  our  laws.  No 
man  however  could  deny,  that 
at  prefent  we  had  it  not  in  our 
power  to  do  j  udice  to  the  delin¬ 
quents  of  India.  Either  a  new 
procefs  'mull  be  inflituted,  or  of¬ 
fences,  equally  (hocking  to  huma¬ 
nity,  and  contrary  to  every  prin¬ 
ciple  of  .religion  and  ju  dice,  rnuft 
continue  to  lord  it  unchecked,  un¬ 
controlled,  and  unexiled.  The 
neceffity  of  the  cafe  outweighed 
the  rifque  of  the  innovation.  And 
it  mud  be  coniidered,  that  every 
man  who  went  to  India  in  future, 
would,  in  fo  doing,  know  the  pre¬ 
dicament  in  which  he  placed  him¬ 
felf,  and,  in  agreeing  to  give  up 
fame  of  the  mod  edential  privi¬ 
leges  of  his  country,  would  do 
no  more  than  a  very  numerous  and 
honourable  body  of  men,  the  mili- 
fary*  ^dwfaily,  ^ithojat  the  fipalft 

jt- 


eft  impeachment  of  their  chars c* 
ters,  or  the  purity  of  the  motives 
that  impelled  their  conduct. 

Tne  bill  was  permitted,  by  a 
kind  of  compromife  on  the  part  of 
the  minority,  to  be  read  a  dr  ft  and 
a  fecond  time,  and  referred  to  a 
committee,  without  oppoiition. 
The  houfe  being  moved  on  the 
1 6th  of  [ulv,  that  the  fpeaker  leave 
the  chair  for  that  purpole,  the  de¬ 
bate  was  opened  by  Mr.  Francis, 
who,  though  he  reafoned  at  large 
upon  the  claufes  of  the.  bill,  yet, 
feeling  himfelf  inimical  to  it  in  all 
its  parts  and  principles,  thought 
that  the  proper  ftage  in  which  to 
date  his  objections.  He  obferved, 
that  duty  might  furvive  hope,  and 
that  he  greatly  feared  both  the  houle 
and  he  were  taking  unnecefTary 
pains,  and  endeavouring  to  make 
a  law  of  regulation,  when  it  was 
too  late,  and  the  objedt  to  be  re¬ 
gulated  was  irrecoverably  loft.  The 
bill  before  them  went  upon  two 
principles,  the  abufe  of  power 
abroad,  and  the  want  of  power  at 
home  ;  to  remedy  which,  it  pro- 
pored  to  increafe  the  power  abroad, 
and  to  reduce  the  power  at  home. 
On  the  principle  of  ahnoft  every 
claufe  of  the  bill,  and  indeed  by 
the  confeffion  of  all  parties,  the 
directors  were  too  wreak  to  enforce 
obedience  to  their  own  orders.  To 
remedy  this  vveaknefs,  a  clafhing 
power  was  created,  nominal  on  the 
part  of  the  directors,  real  on  the 
part  of  adminiftration.  This  he 
reprobated  as  extremely  injudicious 
and  unwife,  declaring'  that  mere 
forms  were  of  no  ufe,  and  that 
they  ought  not  to  fublift  when  a. 
conftitutjon  was  eftentially  altered. 
He  animadverted  upon  the  power 
given  to  the  new  commiffioners  to 
fend  orders  to  the  commanders  iq 
chief  in  India,  not  only  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  directors,  byt 

.even 
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even  Without  communication  with 
the  civil  government  there.  He 
conceived  that  this  muft  be  a  mis¬ 
take  in  the  itrubhire  of  the  claufe, 
as  he  coul  i  not  fuppofe  it  pollibie 
that  it  ihonid  be  intended,  at  once 
to  fet  aiide  the  directors  at  homeland 
the  government  abroad,  and  to 
throw  the  whole  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  military  commander. 
He  approved  ot  the  claufe,  by 
which  fchemes  of  conqneft  and  ex- 
tendon  of  territory  were  condemn¬ 
ed,  but  remarked  that  it  was  ef- 
fehtially  defective,  as  alluding  to 
facts  and  offences  which  were  not 
Rated,  and  to  criminals,  whom,  fo 
far  from  punching,  it.  did  not  ven¬ 
ture  to  deicribe.  Reward  and  pu- 
nifhment  were  the  right  and  left 
hand  of  go  vernment.  One  example 
was  worth  an  hundred  laws.  And 
it  was  in  vain  to  expedt  that  reform¬ 
ation  could  fpring  from  the  empty 
threats  of  a  iegiilat-ure  that  con¬ 
tented  itfelf  with  piling  ilatute  upon 
flat ute  and  regulation  upon  regu¬ 
lation. 

The  enquiry  that  was  directed 
into  the  debts  of  the  native  princes 
would,  he  believed,  be  found  an 
ufelefs  labour.  Accounts  might  be 
adjuded  and  balances  (truck,  blithe 
had  no  conception  how  the  debts 
were  to  be  paid  out  of  an  exhaufed 
revenue  and  a  ruined  country.  He 
objected  to  the  tribunal  of  the  fu- 
preme  council,  to  which  the  en¬ 
quiry  was  referred,  particularly  as 
it  related  to  the  indeterminate  claims 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  raia 
of  Tanjour,  they  being  notoriouily 
partial  to  the  one  and  hodile  to  the 
other.  The  fame  objection  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  regulation  refpedting 
the  difpolfedfed  zemidars.  The 
claims  of  the  parties  were  to  be 
referred  to  the  refpedtive  prefi- 
denci.es,  that  is,  if  injudice  had 
been  done,  the  p.crfons  who  had 
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done  it  were  to  repair  it  at  their 
dilcretion.  With  reipcct  to  the 
rents  and  tributes  of  thefe  land¬ 
holders,  the  defign  of  placing  tKeiw 
upon  an  unalterable  footing  was 
excellent  and  glorious.  The  means 
taken  to  accompliih  it  were  tire  very 
word  that  could  be  thought  of. 
After  twenty  years  collection  of  the 
revenues,  the  queition  was  dill  to 
be  referred  to  future  inveftigation'. 
Good  (rod  !  were  thefe  inquilitiosns 
into  the  property  of  our  Indian 
fubjetfs,  were  thefe  fern  times  into 
the  value  of  their  eftates,  never  to 
have  an  end  !  Were  the  natives  ot 
India  never  to  have  a  quietus  under 
an  Englifh  government !  Reflect¬ 
ing  all  thefe  fubjeefs,  the  materials 
in  the  hands  of  the  Ead  India  com¬ 
pany  were  abundantly  fufficient. 
Every  abufe  had  originated  with 
the  government  abroad,  and  the 
lets  of  the  buiinefs  was  referred  to 
them  the  better.  The  only  danger 
was,  that,  take  what  period  or  ave¬ 
rage  we  would,  the  amount  of  re¬ 
venue,  confidering  the  daily  and 
rapid  decline  of  the  country,  would 
prove  too  much. 

Mr.  Francis  begged  leave  to 
condder  the  claules  together,  by 
which  no  perfon  beyond  a  certain 
age  was  to  be  lent  to  India  as  a 
writer,  and  by  which  no  perfon, 
having  returned  from  India,  and 
redding  at  home  a  certain  time, 
unlefs  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health,  was  capable  of  any  ap¬ 
pointment  in  that  country.  With 
refpeft  to  the  latter  of  thefe,  he 
obierved,  that  the  executive  power 
of  the  company,  if  they  were  equal 
to  any  of  their  duties,  might  fafely 
be  traded  with  fuch  details.  And 
taking  the  two  claufes  together,  the 
refult  feemed  to  be,  that  no  man, 
who  fhould  have  acquired  know¬ 
ledge  or  experience  in  Epglarid, 
Ihould  be  permitted'  to  go  to  India  ; 
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and  that  no  man,  who  fhould  have 
made  thefe  acquifitions  in  India, 
fliould  be  allowed  to  return,  unlefs 
his  faculties  had  been  fufficiently 
impaired  by  his  infirmities,  to  qua¬ 
lity  him  for  reluming  the  duties  of 
his  Nation.  The  favourite  idea 
formed  to  be,  that  youth  and  inex¬ 
perience  fhould  govern  Bengal. 
An  old  maxim  of  policy  had  .at¬ 
tached  experience  to  years,  and 
whilom  to  experience.  If  there 
'exifted  a  brilliant  exception  to  this 
maxim,  he  wifhed  it  to  be  left  where. 
It  flood,  and  not  that  the  exception 
fhould  be  converted  into:  a  filler 
On  the  fubject  of  -p relents  l^e  v  as 
perhaps  lingular  in  his  opinion. 
He  was  for  an -unlimited  prohibi¬ 
tion  to  men  in  high  {rations,  but 
in  the  ordinary  tranfacdon  of  b u fi¬ 
ne  fs,  he  was  inclined  to  think  they 
were  ufeful,  without  giving  ground 
to  any  juff  apprehenfions.  The 
government  of  India,  through  all 
its  gradations,  as  it  was  now  con- 
ilk  u  ted,  was  a  government  of  fa¬ 
vour,  and  not  of  jnitice.  Nothing 
would  be  done  for  the  natives,  if 
they  did  not  gratify  the  perfons 
who  forwarded  their  affairs.  In 
the  mean  time  the  exception  in 
favour  of  prefents  of  ceremony 
was  founded  on  ideas  which  he 
knew  to  be  fallacious,  and  was  cal¬ 
culated  to  render  ufelefs  and  inef¬ 
fective  the  prohibition  itfelf.  For 
the  purpoie  of  receiving  prefents 
of  ceremony  alloccafions  would  be 
found  fufficiently  folemn.  Fie  cen- 
fured,  in  terms  of  warmth  and 
afperity,  the  power  of  imprifon- 
ment  that  was  given  to  the  refpec- 
tive  prelidencies,  and  he  condemned 
the  inffitutio.n  of  the  new  court  of 
judicature  as  unneceffary,  arbitrary, 
and  dangerous. 

Mr.  Fox  confefled,  that  when 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
had  ffated  the  outlines  of  his  bill, 


he  had  flattered  himfelf  that  two  of 
the  three  leading  heads  of  which  it 
was  ccmprifed,  thofe  re  ating  to 
the  internal  regulations  that  were 
to  be  made  in  the  territories  of  the 
Raff,  and  the  new  judicature  to  be 
appointed  for  India,  would  be  in 
their  leading  ideas  conformable  to 
Iris  opinion.  He  had  not  therefore 
intended  to  enter  into  the  difculfion. 
of  the  bill,  till  it  had  gone  into  the 
committee,  and  for  that  reafoii  had 
forborne  to  fay  any  thing  upon  the 
fecond  reading  but  now  that  the 
bill  was  printed,  he  felt  himfelf 
under  the  neceiiitv  a/  oh  rifting  to 
the  ipeakeris  leaving  the  chair,  as 
he  dll  approved  of  it  in  all  its  parts- 
and  in  its  fundamental  principles. 
It  had  lately  become  the  practice 
to  confound  the  principles  with  the 
objects  of  a  bill,  it  was  laid,,  what, 
would  you  refufe  to  go  into  a  com¬ 
mittee  on  a  bill  which  is  to  reform 
the  abides  In  India  ?  Would  you 
ob jeer  to  a  law,  which  is  to  reffore 
the  zemidars  to  their  poflefllons,  and 
to  Dunifli  delinquents  f  No  man 
upon  earth- acknowledged  with  more 
readineis  than  he  did,  the  neceflity 
of  the  obj  <5t  of  the  prefent  b ill* 
•No  man  would  sro  treater  lengths 
to  accomplifh  it.  But  he  could  not 
accept  the  principles  of  the  bill  as 
the  means.  He  truffed  he  fhould 
be  able  to  fhow,  that  they  were  cal*- 
ciliated,  to  increafe  the  calamities  of 
India,  in  dead  of  reforming  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  abides  which  exiffed  in 
that  country,  and  to  put  the  con- 
clufive  leal  to  the  milerable  fyffem 
to  which  it  was  devoted. 

Mr.  Fox  recapitulated  the  objec¬ 
tions  he  had  urgrid,  to  the  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  board  of  control,  in  the 
lad  parliament.  It  provided  for  a 
weak  government  at  home  by  a 
diviiion  of  the  power.  He  ridi¬ 
culed  the  abfurdity  of  feparating 
the  government  from  the  patron- 
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Site.,  If  there  were  a  receipt,  a 
a  oil  rum,  for  making  a  weak  ov  em¬ 
inent,  u  was  by  giving  the  power 
of  contriving  meaiures  to  one,  and 
the  nomination  jf  the  perfons  who 
are  to  execute  them  to  another, 
heories  which  did  not  connect 
men  with  meafures,  were  not  theo¬ 
ries  for  this  world.  i  hey  were 
chimeras  with  which  a  reclufe 
might  divert  his  fancy,  bur  they 
were  not  principles  on  w  hich  a 
flate  I'm  an  would  found  his  fyftem. 
hut,  fay  the  miniflers,  the  negative 
provides  againfr  the  appointment  of 
improps  r  officers.  The  commiffi- 
oiiers  have  a  negative,  therefore 
they  have  full  power.  Here  then 
was  the  complete  annihilation  of 
the  company  and  of  the  fo  much 
vaunted  chartered  rights.  The  bill, 
he  laid,  was  a  fcheme  of  dark  and 
delufive  art,  and  took  away  the 
claims  of  the  company  by  flow  and 
gradual  lap.  The  hr  ft  ahu  motion 
made  by  the  mini  her  was  the  pow¬ 
er  of  fuperintendence  and  control. 
.And  what  was  the  meaning  of  this 
power  ?  Did  it  mean  fuch  a  iu- 
perintendence  and  control  as  that 
houie  had  ever  mini  hers  ?  No  :  for 
that  houfc  had  not  the  power  of 
giving  official  inilrubtions.  I  fr  was 
to  be  an  adhve  control,  it  was  to 
originate  meaiures  :  and  this  was 
the  next  itep.,  At  laft,  to  complete 
the  invafion,  ordt  s  might  he  le- 
cretly  conveyed  to  ndia  by  the 
commiffioners,  -at  the  very  moment 
they  Were  giving  their  open  coun- 
tenam  e  to  inllrubtions  to  be  lent 
from  the  direbtors  of  an  oppo- 
ilte  tendency.  'Fo  fuffer  fuch  a 
fcheme  of  dark  intrigue  would  be 
a  farce,  a  child’s  play,  and  did 
not  deferve  the  name  of  a  govern¬ 
ment.  To  this  progreffive  and  un¬ 
derhand  fcheme  Mr.  Fox  peremp¬ 
torily  objebted.  '  Jf  it  were  right 
to  veil  the  powers  of  the  court  of 
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directors  in  a  board  of  privy 
councilors,  at  any  rate  it  fhould 
be  done  openly.  A  great  nation 
ought  never  to  defeend  to  gradual, 
a:  d  inhdious  encroachment.  Let 
them  do  what  they  wifhed  for  ex¬ 
plicitly,  and  fhow  the  company, 
that  what  they  dared  to  do,  they 
dared  to  juftify. 

He  now  came  to  fpeak  of  the  Influ¬ 
ence,  which  had  been  made  fo  much 
a  topic  of  declamation  and  clamour. 
Fie  did  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that 
he  had  infinitely  rather  fee  the  in¬ 
fluence  erebled  at  home  than  abroad, 
hecaufe  he  was  fure  that  at  homo 
it  would  be  much  lets  than  abroad* 
Would  any  man  aflert  that  Mr. 
K airings  at  home  could  have  done 
the  fame  things,  that  with  his  long 
arm  he  hath  done  in  India  r  Could 
lie  have  withftood  the  refolutions, 
which,  Mr,  Dundas,  fomuch  to  his 
honour,  moved  againft  him  two 
years  ago  ?  Could  he  have  accorn- 
plifhed  the  converfion  of  that  gen¬ 
tleman  after  the  declaration  he  had. 
made,  that  u  Mr.  liaftings  never 
went  out  of  Bengal  without  carry¬ 
ing  blood  and  devaftation  in  his 
train  ;  and  never  paid  a  viflt  to  the 
borders,  but  for  the  imprifonment 
of  a  .pnnee,  or  the  extermination  or 
a  people,'”  Mr,  Fox  objected  to 
the  fecund  part  of  the  bill,  be- 
caufe  the  zemidars  ought  in  his 
opinion,  to  be  rated  by  a  rule  of 
pall  periods  and  not  of  future  en¬ 
quiry.  For  the  tribunal  that  was 
to  be  inflituted,  he  laid,  that  when 
he  brought  in  his  bill,  he  had  not 
been  ready  on  this  delicate  fubjebt. 
But  thin  far  his  opinion  had  been, 
undoubted  ;  however  lie  iffight  have 
meaned  to  legalife  certain  kinds  of 
evidence,  never  to  touch  with  un¬ 
hallowed  hand,  the  trial  by  jury. 
The  new  tribunal  was  in  truth  a 
fereen  for  delinquents,  lince  no 
man  was  to  be  tried,  but  on  the 
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accufation  of  the  company  or  the 
attorney  general.  He  had  only  to 
conciliate  government,  in  order  to 
his  remaining  in  perfect  fecurity. 

.Mr,  Dundas  replied  to  Mr.  Fox. 
He  obferved,  that  that  gentleman 
feemed  defirous  to  appeal  to  the 
public  upon  this  occafion,  and  ap¬ 
peared  to  look  for  fome  kind  of  tri¬ 
umph,  when  he  contrafted  his  bill 
with  that  of  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer.  But  fmall  would  be 
the  praife,  that  an  impartial  and  dif- 
cerning  public  would  bellow  on 
fiich  a  comparifon.  The  bill  of 
Mr.  Fox  had  gone  far  beyond  the 
neceffity  in  which  it  originated. 
Bis  commiffioners  were  to  poffels 
all  power  civil,  military  and  com¬ 
mercial.  Every  appointment  was 
to  proceed  from  them.  They  were 
to  be  princes  at  home  and  fovc  reign 
Umpires  abroad :  a  revolution  at 
which  nothing  but  the  afpirmg  am¬ 
bition  of  that  gentleman  could  have 
aimed,  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill,  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  defedts  of  the  prefent 
government,  was  intended  to  lodge 
a  principal  fliare  of  the  executive 
power  where  it  ought  of  right  to 
be  veiled.  It  fhowed  every  degree 
of  tendernefs  to  the  privileges  of 
the  company,  and  would,  he  doubted 
not,  produce  that  happy  and  de¬ 
li  raid  e  mixed  government,  which 
every  friend  to  the  immunities  of  a 
great  commercial  aflfociation,  and 
every  fupporter  of  our  free  conlli- 
tution  would  cheerfully  welcome. 

y 

Though  it.  attributed  new  powers 
to  the  monarchical  branch  of  our 
con-Aitution,  yet  were  they  fo  cir- 
CUipfcribed,  that  they  could  not,  in 
the  hands  of  the  moft  abandoned 
prince,  be  converted  into  inftru- 
ments  of  mifehief  and  oppreffion. 
One  office  or  two  government  was 
empowered  to  appoint:  beyond  that 
its  prerogatives  did  not  extend.  All 
other  rights  and  privileges  were  to 


remain  with  thofe  men  who  had 
long  been  allowed  to  have  the  ju  If  eft- 
claim  to  them,  in  a  word,  time 
and  experience,  the  long  attention 
that  had  been  given  to  the  fubjedl, 
and  the  ineffectual  experiments  that 
had  been  made,  confpired  to  en¬ 
able  the  minifler,  to  bring  the  plan 
now  before  the  iwufe  as  near  to 
perfection,  as  human  nature  would 
permit.  Mr.  Dundas  obferved,  that 
the  difobedience  of  the  company’s 
fervants  had  never  been  fo  inftru- 
mental  in  promoting  the  ruin  of 
their  affairs,  as  the  want  of  per- 
manency  in  the  fyffem  of  govern¬ 
ment  adopted  by  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors.  He  faid,  he  had  never  voted 
for  the  recal  of  Mr.  Diallings  be* 
caufe  he  blamed  his  proceedings,  He 
had  once  wifhed  to  lee  him  in  Eng¬ 
land,  but  his  reafon  was,  not  that 
he  thought  he  had  acted  wrong, 
but  that  he  feared  he  would  not  be 
able  to  recover  the  confidence  of 
the  people  of  India.  This  had 
been  the  objedt  of  all  the  reafon- 
ings  he  had  employed  upon  the 
fubjedt, 

Mr.  Fox  hndfaid  much  upon  the 
fubjedt  of  influence.  On  this  topic 
he  wifhed  to  propofe  one  plain 
queffion  :  Whether  was  it  fafer  to 
the  conftitution  of  this  country, 
that  an  overgrown  power  and  pa¬ 
tronage  flhould  ex  ill  at  home  or 
abroad  ?  Merely  to  put  the  queflion 
fuperfeded  all  reasoning  on  this 
fubjedt.  It  had  been  faid,  that  the 
government  of  India  would  be 
maintained  more  honourably  and 
eaflly  by  having  the  feat  and  direc¬ 
tion  in  London.  But  Mr.  Dundas 
held  a  very  oppofite  opinion.  He 
was  convinced,  that  it  was  con- 
fonant  <lo  the  genius  and  paffions 
of  Indians,  to  fubmit  more  readily 
to  a  power  that  was  placed  among 
them.  They  were  fond  of  pomp 
and  parade,  and  would  never  be 

taught 
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taught  fubmiffion  by  the  mere  found 
of  a  diftant  authority.  Under  the 
I  aft  head  of  the  bill,  which  re- 
ipedted  the  new  court  of  judicature, 
many  unreasonable  and  unjuft  fufpi- 
cions  had  been  hinted  with  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  refling  the 
grievances  of  India  with  the  attorney 
general,  and  many  disadvantages 
had  been  connected  with  the  mode 
the  new  bill  propofed.  A  trial  by 
jury  had  been  recommended,  fome- 
what  like  the  juries  which  now  fit 
in  this  country.  He  begged  the 
feoufe  to  recoiled!  the  inconveni¬ 
ences  and  impoflibilities  that  would 
attend  fuch  a  trial.  Objects  would 
not  feldom  come  before  them  of 
g'teat  magnitude  and  moment,  the 
evidence  difficult  to  colled!,  and  the 
controverfy  fuch  as  could  not  be 
decided  in  one  meeting.  Our  con- 
ilitution  had  wifely  provided,  that 
jurymen,  during  the  continuance 
of  their  office  Should  be  en¬ 
tirely  Separated  from  the  reft  of 
the  community  ;  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  neither  intereourfe  nor  re¬ 
freshment.  But  a  jury  could  not 
Starve  in  the  exerciSe  of  their  office, 
and  if  they  did  not  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  hazard  of  that  calamity,  the 
bufinefs  would  often  go  unfinished. 
BeSide,  the  fubjects  which  they 
would  have  to  determine  would 
frequently  be  above  the  compre¬ 
hension  of  ordinary  jurymen.  From 
all  this  it  was  evident,  that  no 
court,  but  that  which  the  bill  re¬ 
commended,  could  be  adequate  to 
the  grievances  of  India,  or  give  us 
a  rational  profpeff  of  peace,  opu¬ 
lence  and  fecuriry  in  that  coun¬ 
try. 

Upon  the  fnbjedl  of  the  new 
court  of  judicature  an  euiogium  was 
pronounced  by  Mr.  Vanifittart  and 
major  Scott.  They  declared  that 
that  part  of  the  bill  had  their  com¬ 
plete  and  entire  approbation,  and 


14 

*  *  ' 

that  in  this  they  believed  they 
Spoke  the  fentiments  of 'every  gen¬ 
tleman  who  had  Served  his  country 
in  India.  Men,  who  laboured  un¬ 
der  imputations  of  peculation  or 
misdemeanour,  inuft,  if  they had 
any  feeling,  be  imp  relied  with  the 
extremeft  alacritv  at  being  to  be 

•  a  j  o 

tried  by  a  jury  felecfed  from  all 
the  molt  refpedtable  orders  of  men 
in  the  kingdom.  Colonel  Cathcart 
fpoke  at  large  upon  the  fubjedi  of 
our  military  eftablifhments  in  India. 
Fie  deplored  the  eonfequences  of  the 
jealousies  and  heart-burnings,  that 
inuft  always  exit!  under  the  prefent 
forms,  between  the  forces  of  the 
king  and  thofb  of  the  company.  He 
animadverted  upon  the  interference 
of  the  civil  administration  in  the 
nomination  of  officers  to  the  native 
regiments  and  to  the  advanced 
polls.  This  ft  ruck  at  the  root  of 
discipline,  by  holding  out  encour¬ 
agement  to  officers  to  feek  for  pro¬ 
motion  by  intrigue,  and  not  by 
diftinguiShing  themfelves  as  Soldiers, 
in  the  field.  The  commander  in 
chief  in  Inditr,  was  the  only  mili¬ 
tary  man,  who  by  ad!  of  parliament 
enjoyed  an  u  n  re  ft  r  idled  Seat  in 
council.  The  commanders  at  the 
different  presidencies  fat  only  upon 
military  and  political  difcuffions. 
The  presidency  therefore  had  nor 
thing  to  do,  but  to  term  any  Subjddt 
a  matter  of  finance  or  commerce, 
in  order  to  their  exclusion.  Colonel 
Cathcart  imputed  a  great  part  of 
the  enormities,  that  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  India,  to  the  fepoy  militia, 
who  were  at  prefent  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  civil,  and  not  of  the 
military  government.  He  conclud¬ 
ed  with  remarking  upon  the  Seem* 
ing  inconfiftency  of  fubjedting  the 
commander  in  chief  of  ail  the 
forces,  who  might  have  formed, 
conjundtion  with,  or  accepted  a. 
plan  laid  down  by  the  government 
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general,  to  the  control  of  any 
other  prefidency,  within  the  pre¬ 
cincts  of  which  the  plan  was  to  be 
executed. 

Doubts  were  halted,  by  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  refpe&ing 
that  content  of  the  company  which 
was  laid  to  have  gone  along  with 
the  bill  before  the  houfe.  The  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  was  called 
upon  by  the  latter  to  declare,  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  not  even  had  the  diffent 
of  the  company  iignified  to  him  5 
and  whether  a  meeting  had  not 
been  poftponed  from  the  preceding 
day,  to  take  into  confide  ration  the 
obieCHons  they  had  expreffed  to  the 
prefent  bill  ?  *  Mr.  alderman  Newn- 
ham  Did,  he  had  heard  it  mentioned 
at  the  court  of  directors,  that  the 
prefent  bill  was  ten  times  worie 
than  that  of  Mr.  Fox  ;  and  this 
opinion  had  received  a  very  gene¬ 
ral  concurrence  from  the  late  ge¬ 
neral  court.  Mr.  Richard  Atkin- 
fon,  the  confidential  friend  of  the 
minifter,  and  who  was  con  fide  red 
as  the  agent  of  fome  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  India  moft  deeply  inte- 
refted  in  the  fate  of  the  bill,  repre- 
fented  thefe  difcontents  as  confined 
to  a  few'  individuals,  and  added, 
that  the  court  of  proprietor  s  had 
exprelsly  fufpended  their  decifion, 
till  the  blanks  of  the  bill  had  been 
filled  up  in  the  committee.  At 
length  the  houfe  divided  for  the 

/  O 

fpeaker’s  leaving  the  chair,  ayes  276, 
noes  61,  majority  215. 

The  committee  upon  the  bill  for 
regulating  the  affairs  of  India,  un- 

O  o 

like  that  flage  of  proceeding  in  moft 
other  cafes,  claims  a  very  pointed 
and  unremitted  attention  from  the 
'hiftorian.  This  is  partly  to  be 
aferibed  to  the  infinite  variety  of 
fubjects  which  the  bill  embraced. 
It  was  impoffible  for  thefe  to  be 
regularly  and  clearly  difeuffed  in 
conjunction.  Some perfons  approved 


of  the  provifions  for  the  fuppref- 
lion  of  future  delinquency,  who 
were  not  equally  partial  to  the  new 
board  of  control,  or  to  the  regula¬ 
tions  that  related  to  the  native 
princes  and  semidars.  And  on  the 
contrary,  many  were  deiirous  that 
an  experiment  ftiould  be  made  of 
the  kind  of  control  recommended 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  who  bellowed  their 
fevered  reprobation  upon  the  par¬ 
tial  fufpeniion  that  was  introduced 
of  the  trial  bv  jurv.  But  another 
circumilance  of  llill  greater  weight 
in  the  itory  of  the  progrefs  of  this 
celebrated  bill,  is  the  complete  al¬ 
teration  and  entiie  renovation,  that 
it  underwent  in  all  its  parts,  while 
it  lay  before  the  committee. 

The  firft  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  was  intended  to  modify 
the  clatife  that  empowered  the 
board  of  control  to  originate  or¬ 
ders.  by  leaving  out  the  words,  con¬ 
veying  a  power  to  do  this  at  will, 
and  infesting  others,  limiting  the 
proceeding  to  the  cafe  of  the  court 
of  directors  neglecting  to  tranfmit 
difpatcht  s  to  the  board,  after  four¬ 
teen  days  notice,  upon  any  fubjeCt 
the  board  might  think  it  necei- 
fary  to  take  up.  For  this  amend¬ 
ment  he  received  the  public  thanks 
of  major  Scott  and  Mr.  Atkinfon. 
To  obviate  the  objections  that 
had  been  made  to  the  claufe,  em¬ 
powering  the  board  of  control  to 
fend  orders  direCtly  to  India  with¬ 
out  communication  with  the  court 
of  directors,  it  w.-is  enaCted  that, 
that  court  appoint  a  committee  of 
fecreey,  not  to  exceed  three  per¬ 
fons,  with  whom  the  board  of 
control  might  communicate  thefe 
orders.  The  next  objeCt  of  the 
committee  was  to  fill  up  the  blank 
for  the  number  of  counfellors  at 
the  different  prelidencies.  Major 
Scott  argued  agninft  the  number 
five  from  the  fatal  example  of  ge¬ 
neral 
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ueral  Clavering,  colonel  Monfon, 
and  Mr.  Francis,  and  recommended 
to  the  committee  to  adopt  three  for 
the  number  of  counfellors  exclu- 
five  of  the  president,  This  num¬ 
ber  was  particularly  objeCted  to  by- 
Mr.  Wellbore  Ellis  and  Mr.  Fran¬ 
cis,  who  obferved  that  the  idea  of 
a  calling  voice,  the  favourite  idea 
of  major  Scott,  had  originally  been 
invented  merely  with  a  view  to 
cafes  of  peculiar  neceffity,  in  order 
that  there  might  be  a  fictitious, where 
there  could  not  be  a  real  majority. 
Hitherto  the  earning  voice  had  been 
confidered  as  a  neceffary  provilion 
againil  a  poffible  inconvenience. 
ri  he  prefent  claufe  created  the  in¬ 
convenience,  not  for  the  purpofe 
of  correcting  it,  but  to  convey  a 
power,  which,  if  given  at  all, 
ought  to  be  given  by  a  diredt 
courfe,  and  fecured  asrainft  acci- 
dents.  As  loner  as  a  council  of 
four  was  full,  the  whole  power 
would  certainly  veil  in  the  prefi- 
dent,  provided  he  had  fkili  enough 
to  fecure  the  implicit  fupport  of 
one  of  the  other  three.  But  fup- 
poflng  his  complaifant  friend  mould 
die  or  quit  India,  the  objedt  of  the 
regulation  would  be  defeated.  A 
year  and  a  half  mull  at  leaf!  clapfe 
before  a  new  colleague  could  come 
to  his  affifbuice.,  It  would  be  the 
height  of  abfurdity  to  take  up  this 
unnatural  conditution  for  the  prin¬ 
ciple  and  balls  of  a  new  govern¬ 
ment.  The  idea  of  major  Scott 
was  adopted  by  the  chancellor  of 

the  exchequer.  Mr.  Dundas  next 
* 

moved,  that  the  civil  chair,  dur¬ 
ing  the  abfence  of  the  governor- 
general,  fhotild  not  devolve  upon 
the  commander  in  chief,  who  was 
next  in  precedence,  but  to  the  third 
in  feniority.  In  the  di Unbutton  of 
rank  to  the  commanders  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  councils,  the  commander  in 
«hief  in  India  had  originally  been 
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forgotten  by  adminiilration.  It  was 
now  agreed,  by  a  kind  of  compro- 
mife,  that  wherever  he  Was  prefent, 
the  fubordinate  commander  fhould 
have  a  feat  in  council,  but  no  voice. 
The  claufe,  veiling  the  nomination 
of  the  feveral  commanders  in  chief 
at  Bengal,  Bombay  and  Madras, 
in  the  king,  was  expunged  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Pit t,  who  declared 
his  intention  of  leaving  thefe  ap¬ 
pointments  in  the  hands  of  the 
company.  This  meafure  received 
the  panegyric  of  Mr.  Dundas,  who 
obferved  that  it  would  operate  to 
the  deilrubtion  of  jealouiy,  the 
completing  of  fubordination,  and. 
the  refloration  of  that  difcipline, 
which  only  could  render  our  arms 
refpetabie  in  India.  The  claufe 
referving  to  the  king  a  negative 
upon  the  appointments  of  the  di¬ 
rectors,  was  alfo  withdrawn  by  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 

The  claufe,  prohibiting  the  pro¬ 
prietors  from  rescinding  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  directors,  when  they 
had  already  been  decided  upon  by 
the  board  of  control,  was  read 
next,  and  was  particularly  objected 
to  by  Mr.  Dempiler.  There  are 
few  characters'  among  the  Britifh 
commons,  more  diltmguifhed  for 
dignity  and  independence  of  judg¬ 
ment,  and  integrity  of  condudt, 
than  this  gentleman.  We  are  not 
able  indeed  accurately  to  flate  the 
principle  of  his  conduct  in  the 
affairs  of  India,  and  will  therefore 
limply  enumerate  the  leading  par¬ 
ticulars.  Mr.  Dempfter  had  ufually 
gone  with  the  Portland  adminiftra- 
tio.n  in  fupport  of  their  principal 
and  charaCteriflieal  rneafures.  Up¬ 
on  the  fubjeCI  of  their  India  bill, 
he  held  himfelf  neutral,  declaring 
that  he  would  not  vote  againfl  his 
confcience  for  the  throne  of  Delhi. 
It  was  a  favourite  principle  with 
him,  that  however  we  might  talk 

of 
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of  companion  and  fyffipathy  for 
the  grievances  of  the  natives  of 
India,  it  was  impoilible,  that  in  a 
buiinefs  fo  remote  and  foreign  we 
could  really  be  imprefied  with  thefe 
feelings.  Upon  this  occaiion  he 
remarked,  that  in  his  opinion  the 
court  of  proprietors  had  more  than 
once  effentially  ferved  this  country, 
and'  he  never  would  confent  to  the 
depriving  a  relpe Stable  body  ot 
mtn  of  their  franchifes,  or  to  the 
refumption  of  a  power  that  had 
never  been  abufed.  He  begged 
leave  to  fugged  to  the  houfe,  what 
be  had  often  thought  the  beft  thing 
that  could  be  done  with  the  terri¬ 
torial  poffeffions.  He'  knew  this 
country  would  not  liden  to  a  pro¬ 
portion  for  re  doling  them  to  the 
natives  ;  and  probably  they  would 
not  govern  them  better  than  we 
did.  To  abandon  fo  large  a  body 
or  our  fellow-fubje&s,  as  were  ac¬ 
tually  in  India  engaged  in  the  pur¬ 
suits  of  a  laudable  indudry,  he 
could  never  confent,.  He  therefore 
w'dhed,  that  the  king  could  be  re- 
quefted  to  fend  over  one  of  his 
ions,  and  make  him  fovereign  of 
that  country.  We  might  then  en¬ 
ter  into  a  federal  union,  and  enjoy 
all  the  benefits  that  could  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  Ead  by  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Europe,  the  benefits  of 
commerce.  The  claufe  was  defend¬ 
ed  bv  major  Scott  and  Mr.  bamuel 
Smith,  who  declared  that  it  would 
not  change  the  privileges  of  the 
court  of  proprietors  from  what  they 
a&ually  were  :  and  at  the  fame  time 
added,  that  they  would  fooner 
fubmit  to  be  deprived  of  a  limb, 
than  confent  to  drip  the  court  of 
proprietors  of  any  power  of  which 
they  had  not  made  a  voluntary 
ceffion.  When  they  came  to  the 
claufes  that  related  to  the  native 
princes  and  the  hereditary  farmers, 
they  were  all  withdrawn  upon  the 
* 


motion  of  Mr.  Dundas.  He  ob* 
ferved,  that  every  perfon,  at  all 
converfant  with  India,  would  con- 
fefs,  that  for  the  legiilature  to  lay 
down  rules,  which  of  courfe  could 
not  be  departed  From,  upon  thefe 
delicate  and  complicated  fubjedffs, 
would  be  indeed  to  embarrafs  and 
impede  the  projected  melioration. 
The  claufes  he  meant  to  fubltitute 
had  been  fuggeffed  to  him  by  a  per¬ 
fon  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
affairs  of  India,  and  more  perfectly 
itiaffer  of  the  topic  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  than  perhaps  any 
member  of  that  houfe.  The  clau¬ 
fes  declared,  that  it  was  expedient 
that  fome  affiffance  fhould  be  given 
in  the  recovery  of  the  (urns  of  mo¬ 
ney  claimed  by  Britiili  fubjedta 
upon  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and 
therefore  enacted,  that  the  court  of 
directors  fhould  infiitute  an  enquiry 
into  the  origin  and  j office  of  the 
demands,  and  call  in  the  affiffance  of 
the  prefidencies  abroad  for  complet¬ 
ing  the  inveftigation,  aftd  for  effab- 
lifhing  a  fund  for  the  difeharge  of 
thofe  debts  to  which  they  fhould 
extend  .their  fandtion.  T'he  con- 
troverfies  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot 
and  the  raja  of  Tanjour,  and  the 
grievances  of  the  zemidars  were  in 
like  manner  exclufively  referred  to 
the  confideration  of  the  court  of 
directors.  Under  the  head  of  pre- 
fents  the  exception  in  favour  of 
prefents  of  ceremony  was  with¬ 
drawn. 

The  committee  now  proceeded  to 
a  pait  of  the  bill  which  was  very 
warmly  conteffed.  It  had  ori¬ 
ginally  been  fuggeffed  by  Mr. 
Eden,  to  divide  it  into  two  parts, 
and  to  fuffer  the  buiinefs  of  the 
judicature  to  be  made  a  fubje£t  of 
feparate  confideration.  The  idea 
being  again  urged  by  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  Mr.  Pitt  expreffed  himfelf  not 
indifpoled  to  a  compliance.  He 
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afterwards  found  however,  that  the 
ftep  would  be  extremely  unaccept¬ 
able  to  many  of  his  friends,  and 
of  confequence  oppofed  the  motion 
that  was  made  for  that  pur  pole  by 
IMr.  Sheridan.  One  of  the  firft 
claufes  under  this  head  of  the  bill 
was  .that,  obliging-  all  perfons  re¬ 
turning-  from  India,  to  give  in  an  ae- 
count  of  their  fortunes  upon  oath, 
i  he  inquilitorial  Ip.rit  of  this  pro* 
vihon  was  particularly  cen fared  by 
■Mr.  Dempfter  and  Mr.  Luien.  To 
compel  a.  perfon  to  fwear  to  an  in- 
v entoiy ,  in  order  to  afford  grounds 
eu  conv folio n  and  punifhment  againft 
h  unielf,  was  to  break  through  a 
finq  principle  of  facred  and  eter¬ 
nal  j  nil  ice.  It  would  have  the  leaft 
Ctfcct  where  it  was  intended  to  ope-, 
late,  I  he  very  man,  who  could 
be  gmlty  of  peculation  or  extor¬ 
tion,  was  the  man,  who  would  leaft 
ne  lit  ate  to  make  an  oaii,  to  juilify 
h ume if,  and  lecure  the  polleffion  of 
his  ill-gotten  vvvalth.  The  claufe 
was  rep  re  fen  ted  as  implying  fufpi- 
cion,  and  it  was  therefore  recom¬ 
menced  by  Mr.  Rden  and  others, 
"that  lome  diferiminatioft  fhould  be 
made,  and  not  that  all  perfons  fhonld 
oe  equally  involved  ift  this  odious 
imputation.  ,It  was  fuggefled  by 
iVlr.  Samuel  Smith,  that  merchants 
in  particular  fhould  be  exempted, 
and  the  idea  was  taken  up  by  Mr. 
Dundas  and  Mr.  Pitt.  But  in 
compliance  with  the  reprefentations 
ot  lord  North,  who  argued,  that 
.the  whole  objeOl  of  the  claufe  was 
a  very  ievere  harcjfhip,  and  that  to 
point  it  at  a  few  individuals,  ora 
particular  defeription  of  men,  would 
be  to  make  it  intolerable,  the 
amendment  was  given  up  by  ad- 
mindlration,  For  the  fame  reafon 
tiie  idea  of  making  the  perfon  take- 
the  oath,  only  when  required  by 
the  boaru  of  control,  or  the  court 
of  dim  tors,  was  alio  withdrawn. 
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It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
that  pe lions  who  had  palled  five 
years  in  India,  and  accumulated  no 
more  than  5000I.  or  double  that 
lum  for  the  next  live  years,  fhould 
be  exempted  from  all  profecutioa 
on  the  Icore  of  their  fortunes.  It 
was  next  luggefted  by  Mr.  Atkin- 
ion,  that  in  cafe  of  licknels,  it  might 
not  be  practicable  for  a  perfon  ar¬ 
riving  from  India,  to  give  in  an 
account  upon  oath  in  the  fpace  of 
two  months.  A  power  was  accord¬ 
ingly  conferred  on  the  court  of 
exchequer,  for  extending  the  term 
from  time  to  time  as  they  fhould 
f-e  lit.  it  had  been  the  original 
idea  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  that  this  jurifdiclion fhould 
take  place  in  twelve  months;  and 
it  had  been  objected,  that  by  that 
means  perfons  would  be  deprived 
01  the  trial  by  jury,  without  time 
oeing  granted  them',  to  choofe  whe¬ 
ther  they  would  fubmit  to  the  con¬ 
dition.  Mr.  Pitt  now  moved,  that 
no  account  upon  oath  fhould  be 
required  of  any  perfon,  who  fhould 
arrive  from  India  before  the  firft  of 
January  178 7.  I  his  amendment 
was  equally  expofed  to  the  cenfure 
of  oppofitioii,  as  holding  out  an 
ume  amity  to  peculators,  and  a 
warning  for  them  to  return  within 
tne  affig-ned  period.  Mr.  Sheridan 
lcmaiKed  that  by  the  bill  before 
the  houfe,  a  perfon  taking  the  oath 
would  be  liable  all  the  days  of  his 
life  to  a  profecurion  for  perjury. 
He  could  therefore  make  no  fettle-  1 
merit  of  his  fbrrunfo  He  could 
not  fell  or  mortgage  his  eftate,  as 
no  one  would  have  any  thing  to  do 
with  a  property,  which  was  ftill 
liable  to  conteft  and  forfeiture.  In 
confequence  of  this  reprefentatioi* 
an  amendment  was  moved,  limiting 
the  commencement  of  a  profecutioa 
to  the  period  of  three  years.  The 
claufe,  prohibiting  the  return  ofany 
&  perfoa 
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perfon  to  India  under  certain,  con¬ 
ditions,  was  mitigated  by  two 
amendments  from  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer,  one  of  them  exempt¬ 
ing-  the  officers  of  the  king  from  its 
operation,  and  the  othffi*  permitting 
the  refforation  of  any  perfon,  with 
the  confent  of  the  directors,  and 
three  fourths  of  the  court  of  pro¬ 
prietors. 

The  committee  having  now  come 
to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  de~ 
fcribes  the  conllitutipn  of  the  new 
tribunal,  Mr.  Pitt  Hated  the  amend¬ 
ments  he  had  to.  offer  in  one  view. 
As  the  claufes  ftood  at  prefect,  the 
bringing  of  the  accufation,  which 
on  a  former  day  had  excited  a  good 
deal  of  remark  and  difcumon,  lay 
folely  with  the  attorney  general  or 
the  company.  In  the  room  of  this 
It  was  deiigned  to  authorife  any 
other  perfon  or  persons  to  move  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench  for  an  in¬ 
formation.  It  was  aii'o  intended  to 
give  that  court  power,  to  iifue  com- 
miffions  to  the  courts  in  India,  for 
the  purpofe  of  taking  depohtions  ; 
and  thele  depofitions,  together  with 
the  records  of  the  different  preii- 
dencies,  were  the  only  fpecies  of 
written  evidence  to  be  allowed. 
Another  material  alteration  regard- 
ed  the  formation  of  the  tribunal. 
It  was  not  to  be  chofen,  till  the 
whole  evidence  was  colledled,  that 
was  capable  of  being  procured,  or 
thought  neceffary  to  fupport  the 
Information.  To  bring  it  nearer 
to  the  nature  of  a  fpecial  jury,  it 
was  intended  to  be  appointed,  partly 
by  ballot,  and  partly  by  feledion  ; 
and  the  profecutor  was  to  have  a 
right  to  challenge,  but  not  pe¬ 
remptorily.  The  right  of  nomi¬ 
nating  the  judges  was  to  be  taken 
away  from  the  crown,  and  each 
court  was  to  be  left  to  appoint  one 
.of  its  own  bench.  The  bill  amend¬ 
ment  went  to  the  excluiion  of  va¬ 


rious  perfons,  fuch  as  the  directors 
of  the  company,  and  perfons ,  re¬ 
turning  from  India,  from  the  judi¬ 
cature  that  was  to  be  erected. 

On  the  26th  of  July  the  amend¬ 
ments  were  reported,  and  on  the 
28th  the  bill  palled  the  houfe  of 
commons.  Mr.  Francis  took  a 
general  view  of  the  '  bill  in  its 
amended  Hate,  and,  among  other 
things,  remarked,  with  relpedt  to 
the  new  judicature,  that  he  per¬ 
ceived,  that,  in  the  apprehenlion 
of  Mr.  Jolliffe,  Mr.  Martin,  and 
other  gentlemen,  this  part  of  the 
bill  had  been  considerably  improv¬ 
ed  by  the  amendments  in  the  com¬ 
mittee,  and  that  perfons  who  had 
originally  objected  to  it  were  now 
fat  is  bed.  He  was  forty  for  it ;  be- 
caufe  he  wifiied  that  the  principle 
of  every  meafure,  which  he  deem¬ 
ed  dangerous  to  the  conititution, 
might  appear  at  once  to  the  public 
view,  undifguifed;  in  its  real  iliape, 
and  in  the  colours  that  belonged 
to  it.  They  deceived  themfelves 
grofsly,  who  imagined  that  what 
was  elTentially  wrong,  could  ever 
be  formally  right.  Mr.  Sheridan 
treated  the  alterations  that  the  bill 
had  undergone  with  a  high  degree 
of  ridicule.  Fie  remarked  that 
twenty-one  new  claufes  were  added, 
which  were  dillinguifhed  by  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet ;  and  he  re¬ 
queued  foine  gentleman  to  fugged: 
three  more,  in  order  to  complete 
the  horn-book  of  the  prefent  mi¬ 
ni  dry^  The  old  claufes  were  now 
degraded,  and  were  placed  in  black 
letter  at  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
mourning  for  the  folly  of  their 
parents,  and  the  dovenly  manner 
in  which  the  bill  was  drawn.  He 
laid  that  the  whole  bill  was  a 
contention  of  two  parties,  the 
crown  and  the  company,  to  over¬ 
reach  each  other.  The  company 
remonflrated  againd:  the  firff  bill, 

becaufe 
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becaule  orders  were  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  India  without  their  con  fen  t«  To 
pleafe  them,  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  had  fuffered  them  to 
have  a  fee  ret  committee  of  three 
directors.  But  the  company  were 
not  a  whit  nearer,  for  the  committee 
were  fworn  to  fecrefy.  They  might 
be  prefent  at  a  court  of  diredtois, 
and  fee  and  hear  mea fares  carrying 
on,  and  regulations  propofed,  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofite  to  what  they 
knew  had  been  adopted  by  the  boaid 
of  control,  without  being*  able  to 
apply  any  other  remedy  than  a  nod, 
or  a  wink,  or  a  fhake  of  the  head, 
to  intimate  that  they  knew  fome- 
thing  that  they  dared  not  divulge. 
Mr.  Fox  was  particularly  pointed 
in  his  invective,  and  affirmed,  that, 
when  he  combined  this  meafure 
with  the  bill  of  relief,  when  he  con¬ 
sidered  the  wanton  prodigality  of 
the  latter,  and  that  the  former  had 
been  fo  totally  altered  as  to  have 
loft  light  of  the  principle  upon 
which  it  had  been  introduced,  he 
could  not  but  be  of  opinion,  that, 
in  (lead  of  eflabli filing  a  good  and 
■falutary  English  government  of 
India,  the  tendency  of  the  prefent 
nveafures  was  to  facrifice  every-  thing 

the  Eaft  India  company,  to  bar¬ 
ter  all  that  was  dear  to  us  for  the 
corrupt  influence  and  under-hand 
fupport  of  the  prefent  adminiffira- 
tion,  and  to  eftablilh  an  Indian  go¬ 
vernment  ©f  the  ifland  of  Great 
.  Britain. 

The  bill  finally  paffied  the  houfe 
of  commons  on  the  28th  of  July, 
and  was  carried  up  to  the  lords,  and 
read  a  firft  time  on  the  day  follow¬ 
ing,  In  this  houfe  it  was  expo  fed 
to  a  very  vigorous  oppolition,  though 
lord  Loughborough,  the  principal 
leader  in  the  minority,  and  to  whom 
the  inveftigation  of  that  part  of  the 
bill  that  related  to  the  judicature 
q at u rally  fell,  was  neceffiarily  abfent 
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upon  the  duties  of  his  ftation,  The 
principal  fpeakers  again  ft  the  mea- 
lure  were  the  earl  of  Carlifle  and 
lord  vifeount  Stormont.  The  latter 
took  occaflon  to  animadvert  upon 
the  principle  of  feniority  eftablimed 
iii  the  bill  before  the  houfe.  This 
rule  was  particularly  ill  fuited  to  the 
critical  pofturc  of  affairs,  and  the 
circumilances  charafleriflng  our  fi- 
tuation  in  India.  It  would  damp 
the  ardour  of  emulation,  check  the 
riling  fpirit  of  the  youth  now  in 
Aha,  and  fink  afpiring  genius  and 
adtive  ability  to  the  level  of  dulnefs 
and  incapacity,  at  a  moment  when 
the  moft  extraordinary  talents  were 
neceffarv,  to  raife  us  from  our  in- 
aufpicious  and  ruined  condition. 
The  command  of  the  black  troops, 
differing  widely  as  they  did  from 
Europeans  in  language,  in  manners, 
and  in  religion,  was  a  fit u  cion, 
which  nothing  but  wifdom  and  ex- 
perience  could  fit  an  officer  to  hold 
with  honour  to  him felf,  and  advan¬ 
tage  to  his  principals.  Hitherto 
young  men,  anxious  to  acquire  rank 
in  the  fer vice,  and  eager  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  an  libnelt  ambition,  made  it 
a  cuffiom  to  mix  with  the  fepovs,  to 
familiarize  themfelves  to  their  pre¬ 
judices,  to  ftudy  their  partialities, 
and  leant  how  they  might  beft  be 
induced  to  feel  a  common  intereft 
with  their  European  commander. 
Had  fuch  a  claufe,  as  that  upon 
which  he  animadverted,  been  in  ef¬ 
fect'  in  Indi%-  when  lord  Clive  firft 
entered  into  the  company’s  fervice, 
it  would  not  at  this  day  have  been  a 
fubjeft  for  parliamentary  difeuflion, 
how  the  government  of  India  could 
moft  beneficially  be  regulated ;  for 
every  inch  of  our  territorial  acqui- 
fltions  would  long  lince  have  been 
loft  to  this  country.  Lord  Stor¬ 
mont  animadverted  upon  the  power 
of  recai  in  the  board  of  control,  as 
by  no  means  a  fufficient  cheek  on 
'  K  2  the 
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the  company’s  fervants  in  India.  A 
power  or  recall  when  it  was  to  ope¬ 
rate  on  ambafTadors  at  the  Hague, 
at  Paris,  or  Madrid,  Slight  be  effi¬ 
cacious,  became  the  operation  would 
be  fhort,  and  the  e fled  immediate. 
But  when  the  diilance  of  time  and 
place  vvas  fo  great  as  from  hence  to 
India,  it  would  be  to  the  lull  degree 
fruitlefs  and  impotent. 

He  coiitrafted  the  inllitution  of 
the  new  tribunal  with  the  high  com- 
million  court,  and  the  court  of  ifar 
chamber,  tribunals  originally  intro¬ 
duced  for  plauhble  purpofes,  but 
which  from  the  various  powers  and 
prerogatives  they  engroiled,  had  be¬ 
come  at  laid  fo  uiiiverlally  odious 
for  tyranny,  oppreffion,  injullice 
and  defpotifm,  that  with  common 
Confent  they  were  decried  and  abo¬ 
lished.  The  cafe  of  military  and 
naval  men,  which  had  been  alluded 
tb,  was  not  in  point.  They  etleem- 
ed  it  an  advantage  to  be  tried  by 
men  of  honour  in  their  own  profei- 
iion.  They  dreaded  the  only m pa¬ 
thetic  prejudices  of  a  common  jury, 
and  they  coniidered  martial  law  as 
one  of  their  mold  gloiious  and  inva¬ 
luable  dillinddions. 

Lord  Thurlow  defended  the  mea- 
fure  with  great  poll  tends  and  can¬ 
dour.  To  the  objection  of  lord 
Stormont,  that  the  bill  was  inade¬ 
quate  to  its  object,  he  was  ready  to 
accede,  and  to  acknowlege  that  he 
\yas  of  the  fame  opinion.  Pie  own¬ 
ed  he  had  wiflied  the  meafure  to 
have  gone  much  farther,  and  to 
have  been  fraught  with  more  ener¬ 
gy.  But  the  anxious  defire  to  ac- 
commodate  to  public  prejudice,  had 
Induced  others  to  differ  from  him, 
and  to  wifh  to  mollify,  and,  in  his 
opinion,  weaken  the  regulations,  ra¬ 
ther  than  give  them  a  harffi  and  fe- 
verc  afpedt.  He  admitted  the  prin¬ 
ciple  upon  which  lord  Stormont  had 
reafoned,  that  the  only  way  to  ob- 
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tain  what  was  wanted  in  India,  was 
to  make  a  ftrong  government  there, 
amenable  to  a  ft  ill  ftronger  govern¬ 
ment  at  home.  Pie  acknovvleged 
that  the  principle  of  feniority  might 
damp  the  ardour  of  youth,  but  af¬ 
firmed,  that  the  benefits  that  would 
refult  from  it  outweighed  its  difad- 
vantages.  He  bellowed  great  ap~ 
plaufe  upon  the  new  court  of  judi¬ 
cature.  He  admitted,  that,  bad  the 
appointment  of  the  court  laid  with 
the  crown,  he  ffiould  have  been  full 
as  well  pleated,  iince  it  was  there 
that  the  confliturion  clearly  meaned 
every  part  of  the  executive  power 
to. reft,  and  fince  he  was  decidedly 
of  opinion,  that  every  man,  con- 
feious  of  meaning  to  do  what  was 
right,  ought  to  defpife  the  fufpicion 
of  Unifier  motives.  He  concluded 
withaffiing,  if  lord  Stormont  thought 
the  prefent  claufes  too  fevere,  what 
idea  he  mull  have  entertained  of  his 
poor  project  upon  the  fubjedl,  had 
it  Hood  upon  paper  inftead  of  the-, 
prefent  bill  ? 

But  the  minority,  though  vigo¬ 
rous  in  fpirit  and  ability,  were  ex¬ 
tremely  feeble  in  their  numbers  ; 
and  the  debate,  in  the  remaining 
ftages  of  the  bill,  was  principally 
taken  up  with  the  exceptions  that 
were  exprefled  by  the  friends  of  ad* 
minillration  again  ft  the  provifions  of 
the  bill.  The  duke  of  Richmond 
was  Hill  of  opinion,  as  he  had  ever 
been,  that  the  court  of  directors 
was  the  power  beft  calculated  to  go¬ 
vern  India.  They  were  more  ac~ 
cuftomed  to  the  difquilition  of  Alia- 
tic  queliions,  than  the  mini  tiers  of 
the  fovereign,  and  they  had  no 
other  object!  to  divert  their  attention. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  thought  that 
the  appointment  of  the  commanders 
in  chief  ought  to  remain  with  the 
crown,  fo  long  as  it  was  found  nc- 
ceffiiry  to  employ  any  part  of  the 
national  forces  in  the  peninfula  of 
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India.  Lord  Hawke  was  difpleafed 
with  the  differences  between  the  na¬ 
bob  of  Arcot  and  the  raja  of  Tan- 
jour  being  referred  to  the  court  of 
directors,  who  were  parties  in  the 
cafe,  and  moved  an  amendment, 
referring  the  enquiry  to  the  board 
of  control.  Lord  Camelford  dif- 
approved  of  the  claufes  prohibiting 
the  acceptance  of  prefents,  forbid¬ 
ding  the  return  to  India  of  thofe 
who  had  once  ferved  the  company, 
and  obiiging  perfons  to  give  in  an 
Inventory  of  their  property  upon 
oath.  He  laid  the  public  at  large 
were  very  unjuft  in  their  cenfure  of 
thofe  who  returned  from  India.  He 
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knew  many  perfons,  who  returned 
with  large  fortunes,  and  at  the  fame 
time  with  characters  that  flander 
could  not  traduce.  He  inftanced 
in  the  founder  of  his  family,  who 

«/  y 

had  never  had  his  fnperior  in  juftice 
and  integrity,  and  of  whofe  name 
and  reputation  he  was  as  proud,  as 
of  the  patrimony  he  inherited  from 
his  patriotic  induftry  and  public  ex¬ 
ertions.  The  bill  miffed  the  houfe 
of  lords  on  the  9th  day  of  Auguft, 
and  was  followed  by  a  proteft,  from 
the  dukes  ot  Portland  and  Devon- 
fliirc,  together  with  the  earls  of 
Cholmondeley,  Northington  and 
Carlifle.  They  objected  to  it,  as  in¬ 
ched  11  a  l  in  its  provifions,  unjuft  in 
its  inquifitorial  l'pirit,  and  unconfti- 
tutional,  as  aboli filing,  in  certain  in- 
lfances,  the  trial  by  jury. 

We  are  now  brought  in  the  courfe 
of  our  narrative  to  a  feene  more  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  perhaps  more  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  difquifition  of  the  phi- 
lofopher,  than  any  of  thofe  tranf- 
adions  of  a  more  extenflve  nature 
that  we  have  hitherto  treated.  We 
have  feveral  times  had  occafion  ro 
fpeak  of  the  capi icioufnefs  of  popu¬ 
larity,  and  to  fltow  how  little  truth 
there, is  in  that  maxim,  which  af- 
lertSj  that  the  people  are  always  in 
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the  right  We  have  feen  men,  off 
the  gre.iteft  abilities,  and  of  whofe 
virtues  many  have  felt  the  mo  ft  un¬ 
doubted  perluaiion,  expofed  to  the 
utmoft  diiapprobation  and  odium. 
In  the  infiance  we  have  now  to  re¬ 
late,  this  circumftnnce  is  to  he  il- 
lu  Orated  in  a  lingle  individual,  by 
no  means  inferior  to  any  of  thofe 
to  whom  we  have  alluded  It  can¬ 
not  be  denied,  that  in  all  thefe  in- 
ft  antes  there  has  been  fume  impo¬ 
licy,  and  fomething  of  what  we 
have  heard  denominated  want  of 
judgment,  on  the  part  of  the  luff- 
ferer.  With  an  eloquence,  with 
Which  all  that  remains  of  antiquity 
muft  loie  in  the  competition,  Mr. 
Burke,  it  feems,  combined  a  little 
too  much  of  frequency,  and  a  little 
too  much  of  prolixity.  With  much 
fenfibiliry  and  humanity  of  difpo- 
ft  ion,  he  was  known  frequently  ro 
err  from  want  of  temper,  and  he  u  as 
led,  in  a  few  infiances,  into  a  line 
of  condueft  that  muft  at  leaft  be 
ftyied  unfortunate.  Thefe  circum- 
ibiuces,  in  fome  meaffure,  but  not 
completely,  account  for  the  degree 
in  which  he  was  now  overborne  and 
decried.  Something  muft  be  im¬ 
puted  to  that  lpecies  of  fore  fight 
and  policy,  which  feizes  the  tide  of 
human  opinion  in  its  erifis,  and dex- 
troully  renders  it  fubfervient  to  its 
defigns.  There  is  fome  what  fo  u  n  - 
foorhing  and  undefirablc,  in  the  op¬ 
position  of  a  man,  of  the  firft  rank 
of  abilities,  and  who  is  by  no  means 
remarkably  for  moderation  and  re¬ 
feree  in  his  attacks,  that  it  muft 
perhaps  be  con  felled,  however  dis¬ 
paraging  it  be  to  our  common  na¬ 
ture,  that  it  is  1  care  el  y  in  humanity 
to  refufe  the  means,  whatever  they 
arc,  that  are  in  a  manner  thru  ft 
upon  a  mi  nifty  r,  of  difarming  the 
lion  of  his  fangs. 

Early  in  July,  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  acquainted  the/  houfe 
K  j  of 
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of  commons  with  the  arrival  of  lit 
Elijah  Impey,  chief  judge  of  the  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature  at  Bengal, 
who  had  been  recalled  by  the  love- 
reign  in  purfuan.ee  to  an  addrefs  of 
that  houfe.  Upon  this  occafion  Mr, 
Burke  remarked,  that  the  refolu- 
tions  upon  this  fubjecl  had  been 
originally  moved  by  dr  Adam  Fern, 
gufon  and  general  Richard  Smith, 
neither  of  whom  were  in  the  p  refen  t 
parliament.  The  bufmefs  there¬ 
fore  mitrht  be  coniidered  as  devolv-. 

o 

ing  upon  him,  as  properly  as  upon 
any  other  member  of  the  houfe. 
He  mu  ft  however  decline  it  as  im¬ 
practicable.  Perhaps  impeachment 
before  the  houfe  of  lords  was  the 
proper  way  of  proceeding  upon 
the  charge  which  had  -  already  re-: 
ceivedthe  famftion  of  the  commons. 
If  fo,  what  hope  of  fuccels  could 
he,  an  individual,  venture  to  en¬ 
tertain,  when  the  nobleman,' Who 
would  be  the  preiident  of  the  court, 
had  exp  ready  declared,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  the  reports  in  which  the 
proceeding  originated,  that  he  re- 

yarded  them  no  more  than  the 
o,.,. 

hblory  of  Robinfon  Crufoe  ?  He 
begged  therefore  to  refer  the  bu- 
iinefs  to  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  whofe  duty  it  was,  as 
the  irinifier  and  the  reprefentative 
of  the  reft  of  the  king’s  fervants, 
to  enforce  the  refolutions  of  the 
houfe  re  fp  eft  ing  fir  Elijah  Impey, 
rather  than  that  of  any  private  and 
individual  member  of  parliament. 
'Mr.  Pitt  however  totally  and  un¬ 
equivocally  declined  any  concern 
in  the  affair. 

But  there  was  nothing  that  fat 
more  unealliy  upon  Mr.  Burke, 
than  the  general  diferedit  into 
Which  the  reports  of  the  commit¬ 
tees  for  enquiring  into-the  affairs  of 
India  had  fallen.  It  child  not  be 
doubted,  but  that  much  that  was 
irregular*  and  much  that  was  dif- 


graceful  to  the  Britifh  name,  h&0 
been  t  ran  failed  in  that  country., 
Mr.  Burke  was  clearly  of  opinion* 
that  more  of  thefe  oppreffions  and 
barbarities  were  to  be  traced  to, 
Mr,  Bailings  in  particular  than  to, 
any  other  individual  in  India. 
But  all  hope  of  bringing  this  man 
to  judgment,  and  all  hope,  as  Mr. 
Burke  believed,  of  guarding  againft 
limilar  enormities  in  future,  va- 
nillied  along  with  the-  authenticity 
and  credit  of  thefe  vouchers..  To. 
arreft,.  if  poffible,  the  current  ot 
popular  opinion,  which  threatened 
finally  to  fweep  them,  away,  iVlr. 
Burke  moved,  on  ’ '  ednefday  the 
28th  of  July,  previoufly  to  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  tor  re¬ 
gulating'  the  affairs  of  India,  “  That 
the  houfe  would,  on  Monday  next, 
refoive  itfelf  into  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  fails  contained  in 
the  reports  relative  to  the  nongo¬ 
vernments  ot  India.”  He  faid, 
that  he  was  not  furprifeci  that  re-?, 
ports  of  the  laft  parliament  tbould 
be  difregarded  !  y  the  prefent  ;  but 
he  was  truly  ailoniilied,  that  the 
refult  of  enquiries  undertaken  at 
the  exprefs  deft, re  of  the  king  in 
his  fpeech  from  the  throne  two 
years  ago,  fliould  be  treated  with 
fo  much  difrefpebt,  by  men  who  en¬ 
tertained  the  hieheft  veneration  for 
every  thing,  that  at  all  related  to 
majefty.  For  himfelf,  he  felt  that 
there  was  no-  middle  way  in  the 
bufmefs,  and  that,  his  character 
was  at  ftake.  If,  as  had  been 
fuggeited,  the  reports  were  mere 
fables',  they  were  indeed  calumnies 
of  -the  moll  bold  and  unprincipled 
nature,  and  he  himfelf  was  an  in¬ 
famous  calumniator.  This  was  an 
age  remarkable  for  its  good  hu¬ 
mour,  its  complaifance,  and  its  ac¬ 
commodating  temper.  Perhaps 
thefe  amiable  and  engaging  qua¬ 
lities  never  fh one  with  more  diftin- 

guifhed 
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guifhed  I  u  ft  re  than  in  the  preftent 
treafurer  of  the  navy.  Mr.  Dun- 
das  was  a  parent  as  well  as  himfelf, 
with  regard  to  the  two  fets  of  re¬ 
ports,  though  his  were  of  more 
ignoble  origin.  The  mother  of 
humbler  birth  bad  borne  the  more 
numerous  offspring,  while  his  ho¬ 
nourable  coadjutor,  like  the  bonds, 
who,  being  the  royal  beaft,  bore 
but  one  whelp  at  a  time,  had  pro¬ 
duced  a  Idler  brood,  but  of  a  bolder 
Ramp,  and  of  fomewhat  a  more 
vigorous  conllitution.  This  gen¬ 
tleman  had  proved  himfelf  able  to 
defeat  the  wifdom  of  Solomon,  even 
in  the  extraordinary  trial  fcene, 
which  that  wife  ruler  had  caufed 
to  be  added  before  him.  He  had 
feen  his  child  held  up,  and  the 
drawn  Icymitar  lifted  to  divide  it, 
without  moving  a  mufcle,  or  dif- 
covering  the  fmalleft  emotion.  Not 
fo  with  him.  The  fpebtacle  was 
too  much  for  his  feeling's.  He 
could  not  bear  the  horrid  light. 
But  when  the  executioner  had  held 
his  infant  in  the  air,  and  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  divide  the  body,  from  the 
nape  of  the  neck  to  the  end  of  the 
chine,  he  had  intercepted  his  arm, 
and  cried,  “  Stop  your  flagitious 
hand  !  Fell  tyrant,  flay  1  I  am 
his  parent !  The  child  is  mine, 
and  innocent !  > 

“  Adfum  qui  feci,  in  me  convertlte 
ferrum !” 

Mr.  Dundas  moved  the  order  of 
the  day. 

Defeated  in  this  meafure,  on  the 
cjoth  inftant  Mr.  Burke  brought 
forward  a  firing  of  motions,  in¬ 
tended  as  a  foundation  for  an  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Haftings-.  The  flrft  of  thcfe  re¬ 
lated  to  the  inflrubtions  to  Mr. 
Briftow  refpebting  Almas  All  Khan. 

.  This,  and  that  which  immediately 
followed  it,  were  feccnded  by  rna» 
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jor  Scott.  When  Mr.  Burke  rofe 
to  make  his  third  motion,  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  Mr.  Pitt  alked. 
How  did  that  houfe,  as  a  houfe  of 
parliament,  know  as  a  fabt  the 
tranfabtions  upon  which  Mr.  Burke 
grounded  his  motions  ?  If  the 
motions  pafled,  from  what  office 
were  the  papers  expebted  to  pro¬ 
ceed  ?  To  relieve  the  houfe  from 
the  difficulties  into  which  this  pro-, 
ceeding  would  mevitablythrow  it, 
he  faid,  he  would  move  the  order  of 
the  day. 

This  interruption  called  forth  all 
the  energy  and  enthuflafm  of  Mr. 
Burke.  The  infenfihility  of  go¬ 
vernment  to  the  foul  enormities, 
lately  perpetrated,  and  flill  perpe¬ 
trating,  by  our  countrymen  in  the 
Eaft  was  truly  fhocking.  He  de¬ 
precated  the  day  that  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  them  had  come  to  his 
mind.  The  miferable  objebts  it 
exhibited,  countries  extirpated,  pro¬ 
vinces  depopulated,  cities  and  na¬ 
tions  overwhelmed  in  one  maf9  of 
deftrubtion,  coniiantly  dwelt  on  his 
imagination.  The  cries  of  the 
native  Indians  were  never  out  of 
his  ears.  The  fabis  of  which,  un¬ 
der  the  direblion  of  parliament,  he 
was  obliged  to  inform  himfelf,  had 
left  on  his  mind  an  impreffion  of 
horror,  which  frequently  deprived 
him  of  fleep,  and  night  and  day- 
preyed  upon  his  peace.  The  reality 
of  the  reports  had  been  impeached 
indeed,  but  in  a  way  which  evi¬ 
dently7  fliowed  the  impeachment  was 
only  made  to  ferve  a  purpofe,  but 
never  meaned  to  provoke  a  trial. 
Why  would  not  the  men  who  had 
contradibled  them  come  forward 
and  fupport  their  allegations  r  He 
would  meet  them  with  alacrity  on, 
the  fpot,  and  in  the  moment  was 
prepared  to  put  the  truth  of  every 
iiatement  in  feventeen  volumes  of 
K,  4  rfporu. 


B  R  I  T  I  S  H  A  N  D 


reports  to  the  tell.  Oh!  he  ex¬ 
claimed,  what  would  he  not  rifque 
to  find  all  the  fcenes  or  horror,  to 
which  no  defcription  was 'equal, 
nothing  but  a  fidtion  !  It  would  be 
to  him  a  difcovery  more  precious 
and  grateful  than  the  difcovery  of 
a  new  World,  hie  wifhedit  for  the 
honour  of  humanity,  from  fympa- 
thy  to  millions  of  hopelefs  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  from  an  anxiety  which 
he  had  .long  felt  to  retrieve  this 
houfe,  this  country,  this  genera¬ 
tion,  and  even  this  company,  from 
infamy  and  execration.  Why  did 
pot  they  who  pofleffed  the  i'ecrct, 
in  compaffion  to  mankind  reveal  it  ? 
He  pathetically  prefled  the  fubjett 
upon  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer.  He  faid,  that  Mr.  Pitt  fat 
upon  the  bench,  and  that  God, 
whofe  works  were  defaced,  man, 
who  had  been  reduced  to  beggary, 
and  Britain,  whofe  honour  ha  i  re¬ 
ceived  an  indelible -flain,  called  on 
him  for  ju  trice.  How  was  he  to 
account  for  the  infenflbilky  of  the 


minifter,  at  a  time  of  lire  when 
companion  was  in  its  prime  !  tie 
hacl  not  iurely,  like  major  Scptt, 
undertaken  an  agency  which  it 
v\ould  be  diflionour  in  any  degree 
to  relinquifh.  Mr.  Burke,  peril, fl¬ 
ing  in  prefling  the  fubjedt  upon  the 
houfe,  was  called  down  by  Mr. 
William  Grenville,  and  at  length, 
in  fpite  of  his  pertinacity,  was 
overpowered  by  the  loud  and  con¬ 
tinual  clamour  that  was  made  in 
opposition  to  him. 

On  the  torh  of  Auguft,  it  was 
moved  by  general  Biirgoyne,  4C  That 
all  papers  relative  to  the  imprilon- 
ment  of  fir  fohn  Burgovne,  lately 
commanding-  on  the  coatl  of  Coio- 

(_3» 

mandei,  be  laid  before  the  houfe W 
The  general,  however,  was  in* 
formed  by  Mr.  Diindas  and  the 
fecrctary  at  war,  that  the  buiinefs 
was  taken  up  vefy  ierioully  by  go- 
vermpent,  to  whom  it  properly 
belonged,  and  in  confequence  of 
thefe  alfura ni.es,  he  was  induced  to 
Withdraw  his  motion. 
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Sill  for  the  Prevention  of  Smuggling.  Commutation  Acf.  l,oanr  '  XT* fu  ltd* 
ed  Debt,  Paxes.  Civil  laji.  Fif series  of  Scotland.  J-Ztjloratipn  of  the 
forfeited  Eftates .  Speech  from  the  Throne. 


7  Othing  attracted  fo  general 
an  a> tept-ion  during  the  lei- 
jfion  of  which  we  are  treating,  ;ys 
the  regulations  that  were  adopted 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  imuggling,  and 
particularly  the  act  of  parliament, 
commonly  called  the  commutation 
adt.  We  have  already  noticed  the 
appointment,  early  in  the  laft  fcf- 
flon  of  the  preceding  parliament, 
pf  a  comm’ttee  to  enquire  into  the 
illicit  practices  ufed  in  defiauding 
the  revenue.  1  his  committee  de¬ 


livered  in,  in  the  colirfe  of  the  fef- 
jion,  as  the  rtkilt  of  their  inqui¬ 
ries  three  reports,  in  which  the 
lubiedt  was  entered  into  at  gnat 

**  %  '  o 

detai-1,  and  which  were  regarded  as 
exhibiting  very  important  matter 
for  the  melioration  of  the  rev  emu  , 
On  the  nth  of  February,  a  re  fo¬ 
liation  had  been  moved  by  M;f 
Eden,  cha'rman  of  the  committee, 
and  feeonded  by  ME.  Beaufoy,  de 
daring  <4  that  the  illicit  practice 
had  greatly  increased,  that  the  pub 

■  a 


FOREIGN 


HISTORY. 


lie  revenue  was  defrauded  to  the 
extent  of  not  lei's  than  two  millions 
per  annum,  and  that  thefe  enor¬ 
mities  and  national  lolfes  merited 
the  early  and  ferious  attention  of 
parliament.” 

Soon  after  the  meeting  of  the 
new  parliament,  the  fiibjecf  of  thefe 
reports,  and  of  the  laws  in  being' 
for  the  prevention  of  fmuggling, 
was  referred  to  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  On  the  2d  of  June, 
this  committee  was  moved  bv  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  ot  fmuggling. 
The  objedts  of  this  bill  were,  to  ex¬ 
tend  the  di ltance  from  fliore  at 
which  felzures  fliould  be  lawful, 
to  prohibit  the  building  veil  els  of 
a  certain  dimennon  and  the  arm¬ 
ing  them  beyond  a  certain.  extent, 
and  to  introduce  other  regulations 
tending  to  the  fame  general  objebt. 
In  the  committee  upon  this  bill, 
which  fat  on  the  12th  of  July,  a 
great  number  of  amendments  were 
introduced  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  fome  of  the  molt  im¬ 
portant  of  which  had  been  fug- 
gelled  by  Mr.  been.  A  conlider- 
jahle  debate  took  place  on  the  regu¬ 
lations,  rendering  the  owners  of 
fhips  amenable  for  the  mifeon- 
dudh  of  the  mariners,  which  had 
been  originally  introduced  by  the 
bills  of  1779,  and  178  ,  and  which 
were  prgferved  bv  the  prel'ent  mca- 
fure,  The  injultice  of  this  provi- 
I1011  wag  urged  by  Mr.  V\  ilbcj  force 
and  .Mr.  Beaufoy,  who  remarked, 
that  its  tendency,  by  making  the 
fault  of  the  fervants  to  redound 
upon  the  mailer,  was  to  annex  im¬ 
punity  to  guilt,  and  punifliment  to 
innocence  ;  and  that  the  hardfhip 
fell  entirely  upon,  the  fair  trader, 
to  the  exdufion  of  Inch  as  were 
(oncerned-in  articles  of  illicit  com- 
n  eree.  Mr.  Baring  and  Mr.  Rich¬ 


ard  Atkin fon,  two  gentlemen  ex¬ 
tensively  concerned  in  commerce, 
declared,  that  fuch  was  the  iniqui¬ 
ty  of  thefe  laws,  that  they  were 
determined  as  foon  as  poffible  to 
ceale  to  have  any  concern  in  the 
article  of  flapping,  and  that  thd 
general  rel'olution  of  the  merchants 
of  London  was  limilar  to  their 
own.  The  fpirit  of  the  provifions 
was  defended  by  Mr.  Arden  and 
Mr.  Macdonald.  In  confequence 
however  of  the  reprefentations  that 
were  made  Mr,  Pitt  brought  up  a 
claufe,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
have  it  declared  by  a  jury  previ- 
oufly  to  trial,  whether  the  circum- 
fiances  attendant  on  the  feifur.e  of 
a  veflel,  fliould  be  peril  fled  in  and 
profecuted  to  forfeiture  in  the  court 
of  exchequer.  Mr.  Pitt  had  bated 
the  diilancc  from  fliore  at  which  a 
leifure  fliould  be  confidered  as  legal 
at  four  leagues.  Upon  this  ail 
amendment  was  moved  by  captain 
Macbride,  extending  it  to  fix 
leagues.  At  the  fame  time  a  claufe 
was  brought  up  by  Mr.  Eden,  in 
concert  with  the  cha<%wRor  of  the 
exchequer,  pro  vie'  g  tor  the  in¬ 
demnity  of  fuch  offences  as  fliould 
have  been  committed  previoully  to 
the  bill’s  having  palled  into  a  law. 

On  the  21ft  of  June,  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  taking  into  eonlideration 
the  reports  was  moved  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
to  come  to  a  number  of  refolutions, 
previoully  to  the  introduction  of  4 
bill  for  repealing  the  duties  on  tea, 
and  granting  to  the  crown  other 
duties  upon  that  article,  together 
with  feveral  additional  duties  on 
windows.  On  the  8th  of  July,  the 
committee  was  farther  moved  by 
Mr.  Role,  feerctaiy  to  the  trea- 
fury,  to  come  to  feveral  refolutions 
relpebting  the  impc  nation  of  cocoa 
nuts  and  coffee,  and  for  repealing 
the  inland  duties  of  excife  on  thole 
articles.  'I  held  refolutions  were 
1  made. 
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made  the  fubjebl  of  an  inftrucftion 
to  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  the  bill  we  have  mentioned, 
in  order  to  their  provifions  being 
included  in  that  mea fare.  The 

proportion  was  in  a  good  degree 
founded  on  the  ideas  fuggefted  in 
the  reports  of  the  feiebt  comnp.ttee, 
who  had  pointed  it  out  as  an  eli¬ 
gible  raeafure  to  reduce  the  duties 
on  tea,  and  to  fuhftitute  in  lieu  of 
them  an  irnpolition  on  windows, 
-'They  had  even  entered  into  a  cal¬ 
culation  reipe fling  the  proportions 
that  ought  to  be  preferved  under 
each  of  thefe  heads,  though  their 
calculations  were  by  no  means  im¬ 
plicitly  adopted  by  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer.  Since  however, 
in  confequence  of  the  labours  of 
thefe  gentlemen,  the  merits  of  the 
fiibjebt  were  conlidera'bly  under- 
flood,  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  enter  into 
a  laboured  elucidation  of  them. 
The  amount  of  the  prefent  revenue 
upon  tea,  he  hated  at  between 
700,000  1.  and  8  v  ,000  1.  |!t  was 

his  intention  not  to  raife  upon  that 
article  in  future  more  than  1 69,0001. 
fo  that  the  reduction  to  be  provided 
for  by  the  new  fublUtute,  was  at 
leafl  equivalent  to  6oo,oool.  The 
benefits  he  pro  felled  to  have  in  view 
were  principally,  the  check,  or  ra¬ 
ther  the  abfolute  deftrublion  of  the 
-fmuggling  trade  5  the  advantage  in 
the  fir (.1  place,  of  the  Taft  India 
Company,  who,  in  confequence  of 
this  meafure,  would  find  a  vent 
for  1 3,000,000  pounds  of  tea,  in- 
ftead  of  3*300,000,  and,  in  the  fe- 
cond  to  the  nation  in  general,  frnce 
befide  the  immediate  intereft  we 
had  in  their  profperiry,  the  com¬ 
pany  would  be  enabled  to  take  up 
twenty  more  large  fhips,  and  find 
employment  for  2000  additional 
feamen. 

The  meafure  was  received  in  its 
firft  introduction,  with  a  con  fid er- 
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able  degree  of  favour  and  applaufe 
by  all  lides  of  the  houfe.'  'The 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  par¬ 
ticular  received  the  compliments  of 
Mr.  alderman  Newnham  and  Mr. 
Dempfter  ;  the  latter  of  whom 
however  remarked,  that  only  one 
circumftance  could  have  made  him 
approve  of  the  plan  that  had  juft 
been  opened  more  highly  than  he 
did  ;  and  that  was,  firft  to  have 
feen  a  petition  on  the  table  from 
the  EalMndia  company,  praying 
that  the  plan  might  be  adopted. 
Had  that  been  the  cafe  the  com¬ 
pany  would  gladly  have  contracted 
with  the  public  to  fupply  them  at 
the  prices  dated  in  the  calculation 
of  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
He  alfo  expreifed  himfelf  delirous 
that  the  tax  might  be  optional,  as 
taxes  of  a  fimilar  nature  were  in 
Holland.  This  idea  was  condemn¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  jenkinfon.  Mr  hden 
was  particularly  difpleafed  with  the 
minifter  for  having  after  ted  in  his 
fpeech,  that  the  plan  before  the 
houfe  was  in  a  great  degree  new  ; 
and  Mr.  Sheridan  remarked,  that 
this  was  fo  far  from  being  true, 
that,  if  Mr.  Pitt  had  afked  for  them, 
he  would  have  given  him  two  bills, 
drawn  upon  the  fubjebt  during 
the  exiftence  of  the  late  admini- 
ftration. 

The  bill  was  not  introduced  to 
the  houfe,  till  the  30th  of  July, 
and  it  underwent  fome  alteration 
in  its  principle,  in  confequence  of 
amendments  offered  to  the  houfe 
by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
In  the  debate  that  took  place  on 
its  report  from  the  committee  on  the 
joth  of  Auguft,  it  by  no  means 
experienced  the  fame  indulgence 
that  had/been  expended  to  it  at  its 
firft  introduction-.  It  was  Support¬ 
ed  be  alderman  Newnham,  alder- 
man  Watfon,  and  Air.  pi  a  met. 
It  encountered  the  disapprobation 
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of  Mr.  Milnes,  fir  Edward  Afilev,  vantageous  to  the  Britifh  navy,  was, 
?ind  fir  Charles  Bampfield,  who  through  the  operation  of  climate, 
however  entertained  too  much  con-  confiderea  by  the  bell:  judges  as  , 
faience  in  the  m miller  to  be  willing  inimical  to  it.  Mr.  Courtenay  drew 
to  give  a  ferious  interruption  to  his  a  companion  between  the  bill  now 
meafures.  he  oppofitipn  of  Mr,  before  the  houfe  and  the  gabelle  or 
Joiliffe  was  more  decided.  Mr.  fait  tax  in  France.  here  an  im- 
Eden  declared,  that,  now  that  he  poll  wa$  laid  upon  that  article,  and 
faw  the  plan  in  detail,  his  expec-  every  man  was  obliged  to  take  and 
tations  of  its  practicability  and  pro-  pay  for  a  certain  quantity,  whe- 
dudtivenefs  were  much  narrowed'  ther  he  wanted  it  or  not.  As  the 
in  comparifon  of  his  idea  of  the  prefent  adminiftration  had  attempt- 
feafibility  of  the  meafure,  which  ed  to  elevate  the  commons  of  ffng- 
fiad  been  recommended  in  the  re-  land  to  the  fame  rank,  and  inveil 
port  of  the  felect  committee.  Mr.  them  with  the  fiime  franchifes  as 
Fox  ridiculed  the  attempt  oi  the  the  parliaments  of  France,  it  was 
mini  her  to  have  the  meafure  conii-  perfectly  confident  in  them  to  in¬ 
hered  in  the  light  of  a  commuta-  troduce  a  fimilar  pmr  iple  of  taxa¬ 
tion.  It  was  unjuft  and  oppreifive,  tion.  The  tendernefs  and  benig- 
to  take  off  a  tax  upon  a  luxury,  nity  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
and  to  fubftitute  in  its  dead  a  tax  chequer  was  evident.  Such  a  hap- 
upon  what  was  indifpenlibly  ne-  py  precedent  would  have  the  bell 
ceflary.  He  alked  what  connexion  effect  and  prevent  all  murmuring 
there  was  between  an  impod  upon  and  difcontent.  For,  why  ftiould 
tea  and  an  impod  upon  windows.  Englishmen  complain,  when  they 
The  confumption  of  fpirituous  li-  were  confidered  as  entitled  to  the 
quors  was  an  article  of  Smuggling,  fame  treatment  with  the  mod  po- 
which  equally  demanded  the  atten-  lite  and  didinguifhed  nation  in  the 
tion  of  parliament  with  the  con-  world  ?  Mr.  Fox  however  would 
Sumption  of  tea.  But  |no  man  not  admit  that  the  cafes  of  the 
could  look  at  the  idea  of  carrying  commutation  and  the  gabelle  were 
the  principle  of  the  bill  to  this  ex-  at  all  parallel.  The  former  clearly 
tent,  without  feeling  a  horror  at  related  to  a  luxury,  which  was  no 
its  abfurdity.  Spirits  were  a  lux-  way  conducive  to  health.  Sait  on 
ury  dill  more  than  tea,  and  to  tax  the  contrary  was  a  necefiary,  and 
all  defcriptions  of  men  as  the  pre-  therefore  it  was  far  iefs  oppreifive  * 
fent  bill  did,  becaufe  they  might  to  oblige  all  the  Subjects  of  France 
drink  Spirits  in  their  houfes  if  they  to  purchafe  a  given  quantity  of 
chofe  it,  was  fometbing  too  fla-  that  commodity  than  to  compel  all 
grant  to  be  thought  on  for  a  mo-  perfons,  whether  they  drank  tea 
ment.  If  the  principle  of  this  bill  or  not,  to  pay  a  tax  for  it, 
were  to  be  admitted,  we  had  r.ot  been  Mr.  Pitt  replied.  He  obferved, 

So  much  obliged  to  the  Esti  India  in  an  fiver  to  a  recommendation  of 
company  as  had  been  pretended,  Mr.  Fox  for  deferring  the  fubjebt 
fince,  without  having  recou rie  to  to  another  felfion,  that  it  did  not 
their  indrumentality,  we  might  at  admit  of  delay.  To  defer  it  was 
all  times  have  obtained  the  lame  to  give  notice  to  the  Smuggler 
revenue  upon  our  houfes  and  our  when  the  battle  was  to  begin.  It 
y/indows.  It  was  added,  that  the  was  to  fay  to  him,  ii  You  fee  wo 
liidia  trade,  inffead  of  being  ad-  deal  like  men  of  honour  ;  we  give 
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you  fix  months  to  complete  your 
traffic.  Redouble  your  diligence, 
work  double  tides,  for  alter  fix 
months  you  can  fmuggle  no  more.” 
Not  more"  than  one  half  of  the 
commodity  con. fumed  paid  any  duty 
at  all,  that' hunt  wo^d  foon  be  re¬ 
duced  to  a  third,  and  the  third  to  a 
fourth.  He  called  upon  Mr.  Eden 
as  chairman  of  the  ieled  commit-  . 
tee,  to  declare  whether,  from  what 
fhe  knew  of  the  fubjedl,  he  dared 
count  upon  tea  as  a  permanent  ob- 
je6i  of  revenue.  It  was  ealy  to 
argue  in  favour  of  making  the  new 
tax  optional.  But  the  prelent  date 
of  the  revenue  and  public  credit 
did  not  permit  him  to  barter  a  cer¬ 
tainty  for  an  uncertainty.  He  was 
obliged  to  deled  an  objeff  upon 
which  he  could  build  the  mod  en¬ 
tire  and  confident  expectation  ;  and 
with  the  invaluable  benefits  that 
would  reiult  from  this  meafure  to 
the  public,  he  was  ready  to  rilquc 
any  unpopularity  it  might  occa¬ 
sion,  notwithdanding  the  indutlry 
with  which  popular  odium  was  ex¬ 
cited  againd  it.  The  oppohtion 
divided  the  houfe  upon  the  cpuef- 
tion  for  recommitting  the  bill,  ayes 
40,  noes  14F,  majority  103 

On  the  Hth  of  Augud,  the  bill 
Was  carried  up  to  the  houfe  of 
lords.  It  was  oppofed  .by  lord 
Loughborough  and  lord  Stormont. 
The  former  of  thefe  noblemen  en¬ 
tered  minutely  into  the  fubjed,  and 
reprefented  the  facrifice  of  a  moil  eli¬ 
gible  objedt  of  taxation,  and  an  objeCt 
that  produced  to  the  revenue  near 
a  million  deiling,  as  a  meafure  of 
the  mod  ruinous  tendency.  He 
obferved  that  once  given  up,  it 
could  never  be  recovered,  and  that 
live  times  the  quantity  of  tea  fold 
yearly  that  had  formerly  been  fold, 
would  not  produce  an  equal  reve¬ 
nue  at  the  new  duty.  The  whole 
^onfumption  of  Europe,  by  the 


bed  accounts,  did  not  amount  to 
an  average  of  more  than  1 9,000,000 
pounds.  He  dated  it  as  a  moil 
pa !p able  error,  to  fuppole  that  th'e 
prelent  meafure  would  effect  the 
annihilation  of  fmuggling.  In¬ 
cluding  the  1 2 per  cent,  new 
duty,  the  five  per  cent.:  mercantile, 
profit  allowed  to  the  Ead  India  com¬ 
pany,  and  per  cent,  difference 
upon  the  expence  of-  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  our  rivals  hi  this  commerce, 
the  profit  that  dill  remained  to  in¬ 
duce  the  1  muggier  to  continue  his 
trade  was  25  per  cent. 

The  bill  received  the  royal  af- 
fent  at  the  dole  of  the  feifion. 
At  the  fame  time,  beiide  the  two 
we  have  mentioned,  a  third  bill 
p aided  into  a  law,  for  the  regula¬ 
tion  of  the  duties  upon  Britifh  fpi- 
rit  •,  and  to  difeontinue,  for  a 
limited  time,  certain  impods  upon 
rum  and  fpirits  imported  from  the 
Wed  Indies.  Thele  three  bills 
comprehended  the  whole  plan  of 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
upon  the  iubjed  of  fmuggling,  fo 
far  as  it  was  now  fubmitted  to  par¬ 
liament. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  Mr.  Pitt 
opened  to  the  houfe  of  commons 
the  hufmefs  of  the  loan.  The 
fum  that  had  been  found  necefiary  , 
to  be  borrowed,  was  ;  oo,oocd.  f or  1 
the  purpofe  of  borrowing  this  fum, 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
didributed  the  money-lenders  into; 
two  dalles.  The  terms  finally 
agreed  upon  were  iccl.  at  three 
per  cent,  50I.  at  four  per  cent,, 
live  fhillings  and  fix  pence  of  a  long, 
annuity,  and  three  fifths  ot  a  1  t- 
terv  ticket,  for  every  hundred 
pounds  advanced.  '1  he  difference 
bitween  the  two  lets  of  bidders  was 
a  difference  of  fix  pence  upon  the 
fubjeit  of  the  long  annuity,  anti 
the  party  finally  rejected  -included 
in  its  numbers  Mr.  Richard  At-- 
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'lonfbn,.  Mr.  Pirt  apologifed  at 
coniiderable  length  for  the  unpo¬ 
pular  fervice  in  which  he  was 
enyayed  of  neyociatiny  a  loan, 
and  introducing  new  taxes  to  pay 
the  intereil  of  that  loan  in  a  year  of 

a 

peace.  He  had  however  one  con- 
lolation  in  thefe  circuinilances,  that 
he  found  the  undeiirable  neccllity 
created  to  his  hands  and  was  not 
the  author  of  it.  It  was  nor  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  decline  from  motives 
of  perlbnal  fecurhy  the  irk  feme 
bufinels  of  winding  up  the  accounts 

_  c?  X 

of  she  war,  and  endeavouring  10  re- 
inifae  the  profperhy  of  the  finan¬ 
ces  of  Britain.  He  laid,  he  had 
acted  through  the  whole  affair  up¬ 
on  the  principles  he  had  always 
profehed,  and  he  allured  the  houfe 
that  not  one  fhilling  of  the  loan 
was  refe.ved  by  him.  The  inde- 
pendent  and  impartial  conduct  of 
Mr.  Pitt  in  this  in  da  nee  was 
thought  en  titled  10  coniiderable 
commendation. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  opera¬ 
tion  of  finance,  which  crefied'uoon 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  for 
the  prefent  year.  His  attention 
was  next  claimed  by  the  unfunded 
debt,  the  amount  of  which  in  navy 
balls  was  13,000,0001.  and  in  ord¬ 
nance  debentures  <  ,coc  ,ooch  more. 
Mr,  Pitt  obferved  that  he  had  been 
delirous  of  funding'  the  whole  of 
this  fum  immediately,  but  that  he 
had  found  that  Inch  a  proceeding 
would  have  .materially  atfecSted  the 
pnee  of  il  ock  and  enhanced  the  terms 
of  the  loan.  He  had  therefore 
been  obliged  to  compound  the  bu- 
iinefs,  and  to  content  himfelf  to 
fund  no  more  for  the  prefent 
th  m  6,6oo,oocl.  He  had  always 
been  of  opinion  that  a  four  per 
cent,  if  ock  was  better  for  the 
country  than  a  three,  per  cent, 
afid  a  five  per  cent,  better  than 
a  four  per  cent.  The  ground  of 
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his  opinion  was,  that  in  all  our 
operations  of  finance  we  ought  to 
have  in  view  a  plan  of  redemp¬ 
tion.  Gradually  to  redeem  and  ex- 
tinguifh  our  debt,  would  ever  be  the 
purfuit  of  a  wife  and. we  14  regulated 
government ;  and  the  public  ought 
upon  no  account  to  Me  taught  to 
look  upon  this  as  a  chimerical  idea* 
A  high  rate  of  interefl  however 
was  a  thing  little  reiifhed,  and  he 
had  been  informed  by  the  money 
lenders,  that  it  would  be  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  negociate  the  loan  and 
fettle  the  exifling  debt  upon  thefe 
terms.  Reduced  to  an  election  in 
the  bufmefs,  he  had  preferred  an 
intereil  of  five  per  cent  for  the 
new  fund  rather  than  for  the  loan. 
The  former  was  undoubtedly  a 
matter  of  experiment ;  the  holders 
of  the  bills  were  already  committed 
with  the  public,  and  a  failure  in 
this  infhmce  would  be  lefs  ma¬ 
terial  than  in  the  fubfeription  for 
the  loan.  I  he  objection  of  the 
Hock  holders  to  the  idea  of  redemp¬ 
tion  he  propofed  to  obviate  by  mak¬ 
ing  the  fund  irredeemable  for 
thirty  years,  or  till  25,030,000!. 
of  the  exifling  funds  fhould  be  ex- 
ting  11  iflied..  A  five  per  cent,  fund, 
e if i mating  it  at  the  prefent  rate  of 
the  leveral  flocks,  ought  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  at  ninety-five.  He  however 
conceived  that  we  might  permit  it 
to  be  taken  at  two  per  cent,  lower, 
and  if  ill  make  an  advantageous 
bargain  for  the  public  ;  and  this 
was  the  price  at  which  he  propofed 
to  ellimate  it. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
next  proceeded  to  the  iubjed  of  the 
taxes.  The  annuity  on  the  loan 
would  be  315,000!.  the  intereil  of 
the  new  fund  would  be  fomething 
more  than  this.  He  propofed  to 
provide  for  the  intereil  at  four  per 
cent,  of  the  remainder  of  the  out- 
ffanding  debt  j  fo  that  in,  a  future 
2  fefHon, 
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feffion,  when  a  fund  was  t©  be 
provided  for  this  fum,  nothing  far¬ 
ther  would  be  wanted  than  the 
difference  between  four  per  cent, 
and  the  terms  which  it  might  be 
judged  neceftary  to  give  to  the  1  ab¬ 
le  ribers.  He  had  therefore  /  j  pro¬ 
vide  an  annu.  l  produce,  of  about 
91  CjOool.  The  fir  ft  tax  he  fug- 

gefted  for  this  purpoie,  was  a  tax 
of  fix  pence  ana  two  fil’d  lings  upon 
hats.  This  Mr.  Pirt  took  at 
1  50,00c  1.  His  next  objedt  of  tax¬ 
ation  was  ribbons  and  gauzes  ; 
ribbons  from  one  penny  for  every 
twelve  yards  to  one  penny  per 
yard.  >  he  eftimate  of  this  tax 
amounted  to  120,000!  The  third 
article  mentioned  by  the  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  was  coals. 
The  laft  duty  impofed  upon  all 
coals  imported  into  the  port  of 
London,  was  a  duty  of  three  {hil¬ 
lings  per  chaldron.  This  had 
originally  been  impofed  to  raiie  a 
fund  for  the  building  of  churches 
in  the  city.  Mr.  Pitt  propofed  to 
make  it  uni  verbal.  At  the  fame 
time  he  intended  to  provide  an  ex¬ 
emption  in  favour  of  certain  ma- 
mifadturers,  and  he  calculated  tiie 
tax  at  150,000!.  The  next  fub- 
je£f  of  his  propofed  taxes,  was 
Rich  horfes  as  werenot  employed  in 
agriculture  or  other  labour.  The  tax 
was  to  be  ten  {hillings  per  head,  and 
the  amount  was  taken  at  t  oo,oool. 
.Printed  linens  and  calicoes  were 
propofed  to  be  fubjedted  to  an  addi¬ 
tional  duty  of  about  ten  per  cent  ; 
and  the  amount  of  this  tax  would 
be  i20,oool.  Candles,  an  article 
which  had  not  been  touched  lince 
the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  were  to 
pay  an  additional  duty  of  one  half¬ 
penny  per  pound,  and  this  would 
produce  100, cod.  Another  objedt 
of  taxation  brought  forward  by 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
was  licences  to  perfons  dealing  in 


ercifeable  commodities,  from  one 
pound  to  fifty  pounds.  The  pro¬ 
duce  of  this  tax  would  be  8o,ocoL 
Bricks  and  tiles,  the  former  at  two 
{hillings  and  lix  pence  per  they  fand, 
were  fuggefted  by  Mr.  Pitt,  as  the 
fource  of  a  new  duty,  which  he 
eftimated  at  50,000!.  A  farther 
object  of  taxation  was  that  of  qua¬ 
lifications  for  fhooting,  and  depu¬ 
tation'  from  lords  of  manors,  at 
one  guinea  each.  The  lum  pro¬ 
duced  would  be  30,000!.  An  ad¬ 
ditional  tax  upon  paper  was  taken 
at  i8,oool.  And  the  catalogue  was 
concluded  with  a  tax  upon  hackney 
coaches  of  five  {hillings  per  week, 
which  would  produce  the  fum  of 
i2,oool.  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Fox  treated  the  fubjeci  of 
finance,  which  had  juft  been 
opened  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  with  great  liberality  and 
candour.  He  commended  the  terms 
upon  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  made  the 
loan,  becaufe  he  had  got  the  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  public  upon  the  beft 
terms  he  could  obtain,  ^without  in¬ 
dulging  in  the  cofifideration,  whe¬ 
ther  this  or  that  particular  fund  were 
molt  capable  of  redemption.  This 
was  the  principle  that  had  been 
adopted  by  the  preceding  adminift- 
ration.  He  gave  him  great  praife 
and  aferibed  to  him  infinite  merit 
for  having  brought  forward  fo 
much  of  the  unfunded  debt.  He 
faid,  he  might  probably  difeufs 
the  taxes  more  minutely  in  fome 
future  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  but 
he  felt  himfelf  much  refrained 
upon  that  fubjedt  from  the  ideas  he 
entenained  of  the  fituarion  and 
exigencies  of  the  country.  He 
obferved,  that  moll  of  them  were 
upon  the  immediate  neceflaries  of' 
life,  and  added,  that  he  hoped  this 
would  convince  gentlemen,  that  the 
pofture  of  affairs  "was  fuch,  as  re¬ 
quired  bold  and  eftedtual  meafures 
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to  retrieve  it,  and  induce  them  to 
.mite  in  fupporting  the  mini  her  in 
:arrying  into  effect  the  burthens  it 
might  be  nece  {fairy  to  impofe. 

'I'he  project  of  Mr.  Pitt  upon 
the  fubject  of  the  navy  bills  did 
aot  perfectly  meet  the  concurrence 
if  the  holders  of  thofe  bills.  They 
were  diffatisfied  with  the  price  at 
which  the  ltock  was  taken,  which 
according  to  them,  ought  to  have 
been  ninety-one  and  mot  ninety- 
three.  Mr.  Pitt  had  at  the  fame  time 
diftributed  the  bill  holders  into 
claiTes,  in  order  that  thofe  perfons 
who  had  advanced  their  money 
earlieft  might  be  fir  ft  confidered  in 
payment.  The  bills  to  be  dif- 
charged  had  been  iffued  from  June 
1781,  to  June  :7s 2.  They  were 
diftributed  into  claiTes  of  three 
months  each.  The  firft  clafs  Mr. 
Pitt  propofed  to  difcharge  at  par, 
and  the  other  claiTes  fubjedt  to  a 
difcount  adequate  to  that  to  which 
they  would  be  liable  in  the  mar¬ 
kets.  This  principle  of  difcount 
formed  a  fecond  head  in  the  com¬ 
plaints  of  the  bill  holders. 

To  meet  in  fome  meafure  the 
ideas  of  the  public  creditors,  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  new 
modelled  the  resolutions,  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  ways  and  means  of  the 
30th  of  july,  fo  as  confiderably  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  the  difcount. 
The  bill  holders  were  not  yet  fa- 
tisficd.  A  petition  was  prefented 
from  them  by  Mr.  Henry  Thorn¬ 
ton,  on  the  3d  of  Auguif,  praying 
for  farther  relief.  The  fubjett  ol  the 
petition  was  taken  up  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  6th  inftant.  Upon 
this  occafion  it  was  afferted  by  Mr. 
Fox,  that  the  fcheme  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer  aimed  a 
blow  at  the  public  fgith  of  the 
country.  It  had  uniformly  been 
the  practice  iri  preceding  inflam  es 
for  thdfe  perfons,  who  refilled  the 


offers  made  them  by  government,  to 
be  paid  off  at  par  in  the  fubfequent 
year.  But  in  the  prefent  cafe 
the  offers  were  not  inducements 
but  compulfions,  and  no  option 
was  admitted.  He  remarked  in 
particular,  that  to  pay  off  thofe 
fir  it,  who  having  only  a  poflerior  title 
to  payment,  might  be  induced  to 
clofe  with  the  terms,  was  to  impeach 
the  faith  of  parliament,  and  eifen- 
tally  to  injure  the  national  credit. 
Mr.  Hamet,  who  had  been  particu¬ 
larly  active  in  the  buiinefs,  though, 
as  lie  aifured  the  houfe,  from  motives 
perfectly  difinterefted,  earneflly 
preffed  the  miniffer  to  concede  the 
b u fine fs ;  iince  the  part  he  was  tak¬ 
ing,  however  well  deiigned,  was 
evidently  injuring  and  undermining 
that  popularity,  by  which  he  was 
fo  eminently  diilinguiihed,  and 
which  was  fo  effential  to  the  na¬ 
tional  welfare.  Mr.  Huffey  joined 
in  the  fame  recommendation,  re¬ 
marking,  that  upon  his  calculation 
the  difference  would  not  amount  to 
more  than  500b  per  annum,  -which 
certainly  ought  not  to  be  a  fuffi- 
cient  inducement  with  the  mimfler 
for  which  to  rife  the  national  cre¬ 
dit.  Mr.  Pitt  at  length  declared 
himfeif  ready  to  concede  the  point 
of  the  difcount.  Coniidering  the 
extreme  delicacy  of  the  fubjsdt, 
confidering  the  tranfeendent  im¬ 
portance  of  public  credit,  he 
fhould  think  it  wife  to  facrifi'ce 
to  men’s  prejudices  and  caprices 
however  ill-foundsd.  He  was  him¬ 
feif  as  much  fatisfted  as  ever,  that 
the  meafure  he  had  propofed,  was 
dictated  by  propriety  and  jullice, 
and  was  that  fpecics  of  conduct, 
equally  partaking  of  vigour  ard 
oeconomy,  which  the  Etuation  of  the 
country  demanded.  The  money 
about  to  be  given  away  by  aban¬ 
doning  the  difeeunts,  would  be  near 
ioojoocl.  If  the  houfe  thought  it 
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right  to  refigti  this  fum,  he  would 
not  oppofe  them.  But  he  hoped  it 
was  to  be  unden'lood,  that  the  reft 
of  his  plan  was*  to  remain  un¬ 
touched.  It  was  obferved  bv  Mr. 
Hulfey,  that,  while  the  miniller 
was  thus  penurious  in  a  buftnels 
that  dircdtly  ftruck  at  public  credit, 
he  had  been  equally  prodigal  in 
allowing  an  intereft  of  lour  per 
cent,  upon  the  debentures  of  the 
ordnance,  which,  in  no  tormer  in- 
fiance,  had  borne  any  intereft  at 
all.  Mr.  Rofe  defended  the  mea- 
fure,  on  the  foot  of  the  confider- 
able  time,  that  had  elapfed 
fince  the  commencement  of  many 
of  the  debentures.  He  was  an- 
Iwered  by  Mr.  Courtenay,  who  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  the  per  foils  contracting 
with  the  board  of  ordnance,  had 
always  demanded  an  additional 
price  for  their  commodities,  in  lieu 
of  the  intereft  allowed  upon  navy 
bills. 

That  article  in  the  minifter’s  lift 
of  taxes,  which  Experienced  the 
rnofl  vigorous  oppofttion,  was  the 
duty  upon  coals.  It  was  exprefsly 
/excepted  to  by  fir  John  Wrot- 
tefly  member  for  Stafibrdiliire,  Mr. 
Stanley  for  Lancashire,  fir  William 
Mptefworth  for  Covnwal,  fir  Wil¬ 
liam  Cunningham  for  Linluhgow- 
fhire,  fir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
for  Newcaftle,  Mr.  Walter  Stan¬ 
hope  for  Hull,  and  the  earl  of 
Surrey  for  C  a  riffle.  It  was  alfo 
iihdgrftobd  to  have  heqn  regarded 
in  a  very  often  live  light  by  the' earl 
of  Lonldale.  The  objection,  upon 
which  the  principal  ft  refs  fee  ms  to 
have  been  laid,  was  the  impracti¬ 
cability  of  providing  fuyh"  exemp¬ 
tions  in  favour  ot  manufactures, 
as  Ihould  prevent  m.fhy  of  them 
from  being  ruined.  The  tax  was 
at  length  on  the  7th  of  July  with- 
drawn  by  the  chant  1  lor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer.  Ills  opinion  respecting 
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it  remained  unaltered  :  hut  front 
the  information  he  had  been  able 
to  collect,  the  minds  of  men  were 
fo  adverfe  to  the  meafure,  and  it 
would  be  necelfary  to  guard  it  with 
fuch  an  infinite  variety  of  exceptions 
and  regulations,  that  he  thought  it 
more  expedient  to  abandon  the  tax, 
than  vainly  to  expect  amidft  the 
multitude  of  important  fub lefts  that 
called  for  his  attention,  to  be 
able  to  prepare  a  bill  properly  mo¬ 
dified  in  the  courfe  of  the  p relent 
feffion. 

On  the  23  d  of  July,  the  houfe 
being-  in  a  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  dated  the  new  taxes,  which 
he  would  be  obliged  to  fubilitute  in 
the  room  of  thole  that  were  difi- 
charged.  The  amount  of  the  coal- 
tax  had  been  taken  at  150,000!  ; 
the  licences  for  hop-planting,  which 
were  alio  given  up,  would  create 
a  deficiency  of  5000I  ;  and  there 
would  be  a  defalcation  in  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  feveral  other  taxes,  in  con- 
fen  u  nice  of  the  modification  they 
had  undergone.  The  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  propofed  to  bring 
forward  new  duties  to  the  amount 
efi  1  oo,oool  *  The  fir  ft  ob,ecf  le- 
ledled  for  this  purpofe  was  the 
poft-ofiicc.  An  addition  was  made 
to  the  p  oft  age  of  letters,  and  cer¬ 
tain  regulations  were  introduced 
upon  the  fubjedf  of  franking,  the 
whole  of  which  was  efrimated  at 
1  2G,oocl.  The  next  fubilitute  was 
a  variation  in  the  article  of  Qualifi¬ 
cations  and  deputations,  which  was 
taken  at  io,oool.  The  tax  upon 
gold  and  lilver  plate,  of  which  an 
experiment  had  been  made  in  two 
former  infiances,  and  which  had 
bvennbandoned,  Mr.  Pitt  propofed 
to  revive.  It  had  formerly  been 
collected,  either  by  the  individual’s* 
entering  his  plate  in  the  office  of 
exeifo,  or  up..  11  the  flock  in  $rade. 
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of  the  goldfmith.  It  was  now  pro- 
pofed  to  be  collected  in  the  allay, 
at  which  time  it  was  to  receive  a 
particular  (lamp.  The  tax  was  to 
be  fix  pence  per  ounce  upon  filver 
plate,  and  eight  fhillings  per  ounce 
upon  gold  plate,  and  the  whole 
was  computed  at  25,0001.  Ten 
/hillings  and  lix  pence  additional 
duty  was  to  be  impafed  upon  ale 
licences,  and  twenty  /hillings  per 
hundred  weight  upon  the  export  of 
lead.  Thefe  would  produce,  the 
jfirft  30,0001,  and  the  fecond  1 5,000!. 
Upon  the  queftion  of  qualifica¬ 
tions,  a  converfation  took  place 
upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  game  laws, 
which  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Sheridan 
agreed  to  condemn,  Mr.  Sheridan 
gave  notice,  that  as  foon  as  the  bu~ 
bnefs  of  the  day  was  concluded, 
he  would  move  for  leave  to  bring 
m  a  bill  for  their  repeal,  but  was 
periuaded  to  reli'nqui/h  his  inten¬ 
tion,  on  account  of  the  advanced 
ate  of  the  feftion. 

On  the  28th  of  July,  the  refo- 
cation  for  impofing  certain  duties 
n  ribbons  and  gauzes  was  alfo  dis¬ 
charged,  and  Mr.  Pitt  fubftituted 
a  their  room  a  duty  of  three  fini¬ 
ngs  per  pound  upon  the  import  of 
aw  iilk,  and  two  /hillings  per 
pound  upon  the  import  of  thrown 
iilk. 

Some  inconftderable  alterations 
vere  made  in  the  other  taxes  which 
had  been  propoied  for  the  p relent 
year.  The  duty  on  candles  was 
particularly  animadverted  on  ;  and 
it  was  remarked,  that  while  fuch 
taxes  as  affedled  conliderable  bo¬ 
dies  of  men,  or  great  landed  pro¬ 
prietors,  were  withdrawn,  that, 
which  fell  exclu/ively  upon  the 
poor,  who  had  no  advocate,  was 
continued  without  melioration,  and 
admitted  of  no  redrefs.  The  tax 
upon  bricks  was  particularly  ob« 
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jedfed  to  by  lord  Mahon  and  fir 
Richard  Kill,  the  latter  of  whom 
qualified  his  oppoiition  with  the 
moft  extraordinary  compliments  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer. 
The  tax  upon  linens  and  calnoes 
were  itrongly  excepted  to  by  Mr. 
Dempfler,  Mr.  Hay  Campbel  lord 
advocate  of  Scotland,  lir  William 
Cunningham,  Mr.  Stanley  and 
others,  on  the  part  of  the  manu- 
fadfurers.  Upon  this  queflion  the 
houfe  divided,  ayes  66,  noes  1 4 > 
Majority  52. 

Ml.  Pitt  having  given  notice 
upon  the  day  on  which  he  opened 
the  budget,  that  there  was  an  ar- 
rear  upon  the  civil  lift,  which 
would  in  the  courfe  of  the  feflioii 
be  fubmitted  to  the  confideration. 
of  parliament,  Mr.  Fox  exprelfed 
himfelf  a  little  furprifed  at  the  in* 
telligence,  as  he  had  underftood 
from  the  board  of  treafury,  with 
which  he  might  be  fuppofed  to 
have  had  the  greateft  connexion, 
that  the  civil  lift  had  been  kept 
within  bounds  during  the  late  ad- 
"miniftration.  To  refute  this  after* 
tion,  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  took  occaflon,  on  the  21ft  of 
July,  when  the  royal  me /Page  t& 
both  houfes  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  fupply,  to  lay  upon 
the  table  an  account  of  the  charge 
for  the  year  which  was  juft  expired, 
diftinguifbing  the  expence  in  each 
quarter,  together  with  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  efthnated  annual 
charge  of  the  civil  lift,  and  the  ex* 
penco  of  the  above  period.  Ke 
obferved,  that  from  this  paper  i't 
would  appear,  that  the  principal 
part  of  the  arrear  incurred,  belong¬ 
ed  to  that  very  board  of  treafury 
which  Mr.  Fox  had  rifen  to  de¬ 
fend.  He  concluded  with  moving, 
ii  That  a  film,  not  exceeding 
6o3ocwl.  be  granted  to  his  majefty, 
L  to 
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to  enable  Mm  to  difchartre  the  debt 
cohtratfted  on  tire"  civil  lift,  and  to 
defray  its  farther  expenees.” 

The  affections  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
the  accuracy  of-tfie  account  he  had 
prefen  cd,  were  controverted  by 
Mr'.  Sheridan.  In  order  the  more 
explicitly  to  elucidate  the  fubjedi, 
the  houftr was  moved,  on  the  ioth 
Cf-Auguli,  by  this  latter  gentle¬ 
man,  for  ieteral  papers,  from  which 
lie  conceived  he  Should  be  able  to 
refute  the  fiatements  of  the  chan¬ 
cellor'  of'  the  exchequer.  -When 
the  papers  were  upon  the  table, 
Mr. 'Sheridan,  in  purfuit  of  his  for- 
jnSr  argument,  pointed  out  an  oimif- 
lien  of  no  Icls  than  eighty  places, 
tfre  falaries  of  which  amounted  to 
ii, Tool,  "in' the  eftimated  charge. 
Hxclufive  of  this  glaring  error,  the 
paper  irielf  was  extremely  delufive, 
Since  it  .only  compared  the  actual 
charges  ayaioft  the  four  quarters  of 
receipt, .  without  taking  into  conib 
deration  the  fupprefied  places,  the 
impreft  ot  the  exchequer,  and  the 
fa  vulgar  in  the  Several  offices.  From 
ja  ftatemprii  of  thefe  articles,  toge¬ 
ther 'with  the  error  of  i 1  ,occl,  Mr. 
Sheridan  adduced,  that  there  had 
been  no  arrear  upon  the  two  firft 
.quarters,  and  that  upon  the  lafh 
quarter  of  the  late,  together  with 
the  fir  ft  quarter  of  the  prefent  ad- 
tnimlb  atron,  the  arrear  had  amount¬ 
ed  to  no  more  than  r6,  ool.  Fie 
obferved,  that  th  s  debt  accrued 
;from  a  circumftance  againft-  which 
it  was  impoffible  to  provide,  fince 
jnany  of  the  demands  came  in  after 
the  quarter  accounts  were  respec¬ 
tively  made  up,  from  abroad,  and 
dome  of  them  from  So  diffiant  a 
quarter  as  the  Fad  Indies,  Mr. 
Sheridan  concluded  with  moving 
$wo  resolutions,  one  fora  more  ac¬ 
curate  eft  im  ate  df  the  expenditure, 
$hc  other,  to  enforce  the  provifion 
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of  Mr.  Burke’s  bill,  by  which 
a  complete  and  accurate  account 
of  the  entire  receipt  and  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  civil  lift  for  the 
pad  year,  was  ordered  to  be  an¬ 
nually  laid  before  that  houie* 
Mr.  Fox  feconded  the  motions. 
Fie  acknowledged  that  there  was 
probably  no  imputation  afcHbable 
to'  any  perfon,  and  declared  that  he 
f  ill  thought,  as  he  had  done  the 
Isft  year,  that  the  revenue  of  the 
civil  lift  ought  to  be  augmented. 
Fie  added,  that  the  prefent  admk 
niftration  would,  in  his  opinion, 
have  done  better,  in  bringing  a  bill 
to  explain  and  amend  Mr.  Burke’ 
bill,  with  a  view  to  the  propofing 
a  permanent  augmentation.  The 
author  of  the  bill  expreffed  himfel 
conliderably  difpleafed,  and  oh 
ferved  it  as  a  feature  in  the  prefer  : 
ad  mini  f  ration,  that  they  fuperfe.de- 
an  exprefs  acft  of  parliament,  and 
came  down  *o  the  houfe  for  money 
to  pay  the  civil  lift,  in  defiance  of 
legal  authority,  and  the  conditio 
tion  of  Britain. 

Mr.  Rofe  moved  the  queftion  of 
adjournment  upon  Mr.  Sheridan w 
resolutions.  The  tenour  of  the  fir:: 
of  them  would  be  obeyed  as  a  thing 
of  courfe,  without  the  formality 
of  a  resolution  upon  the  fubjeftg 
and  as  to  the  latter,  a  compiianer 
was  a  finally  impoffible,  for  want 
of  adminid ration’s  being  able  to 
come  at  a  knowledge  of  the  fees.,, 
Mr.  Steele,  Secretary  to  the  trea¬ 
sury  together  with  Mr.  Rofe, 
feconded  the.  motion,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  invalidate  a  part  or 
Mr.  Sheridan-s  arguments,  and  to 
prove  foat  Only  i4,oqo1.  were  ro 
be  deduced  ocirom  the  exceed¬ 
ing  of  44,000b  in  order  to  give 
the  acftual  arrear.  The  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  ob  ferved, 
that,  hid  Mr.  Fox  had  the  good- 
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nefk  to  ackttowleo'e  on  a  former 
day,  that  he  did.  not  think  there 
was  any  imputation  due  to  the 
prefent  mini  dry,  the  trouble  which 
had  been  given  to  the  houfe 
would  have  been  totally  unneceR 
fary.  With  re  (peel  to  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  brought  forward 
the  buimefs,  he  declared  it  was  for 
the  candour  of  that  houfe  and  the 
public  to  decide,  whether  he  had 
acted  wifely,  in  alking  for  a  fuffici- 
ent  fum  to  enable  the  civil  lift  to  go 
on.  till  the  end  of  two  years,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  debt  al¬ 
ready  incurred,  that  in  the  mean 
time  an  experiment  might  be  made, 
if,  by  wife  regulation  and  ft  rift  (Eco¬ 
nomy,  the  expenditure -could  not 
be  reduced  within  fuch.  bounds,  as 
to  render  any  augmentation  mine* 
c eft ary. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  Mn  aider- 
man  Newnham  renewed  his  motion 
of  the  laft  feftion  for  the  repeal  of 
the  receipt  tax.  Many  gentlemen, 
and  among  others  Mr.  Maenamara 
and  hr  Matthew  White  Ridley, 
fupported  the  motion  upon  the 
ground  of  their  being  mftrufted  for 
that  purpofe  by  their  conftituents. 
Sir  Matthew  added,  that  he  felt  a 
perfonal  averfton  to  the  tax,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fate  it  had  drawn  on 
the  nobleman  who  had  l'uggefted  it 
to  the  houfe.  The  public  too, 
though  innocent,  was  treated  as  an 
acceftary,  -and  involved  in  the  pu- 
nifhment,  fmee  they  had  thus  been 
deprived  of  the  feryice  of  as  able 
and  as  upright  a  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  as  had  ever  fat  within  thofe 
walls.  Mr,  Pitt  pleaded  the  caufe 
of  the  tax,  which  now  produced 
more  than  too, cool.  per  annum, 
and  refpe thing  which  he  had  no 
doubt  but  it  would  jncreafe,  and 
become  a  hill  greater  object  than  it 
was  already,  Mr.  Hufley  was  ftiil 
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more  fanguine  in  his  expectations « 
The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  89. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  Mr.  Temp- 
fter  drew  the  attention  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  to  the  general  ftate  of 
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our  -finances*  Pie  obferved  upon 
the  enormous  amount  at  the  na¬ 
tional  debt.  He  contrafted  the  re¬ 
venues  and  difburfements  of  go-* 
vernment,  and  inferred  from  the 
whole,  that  the  linking  fimcj*  was  al¬ 
ready  virtually  absorbed,  and  that 
8o,oool.  would  remain  to  be  pro* 
vided  annually.  From  thefe  oh- 
fervations  he  proceeded  to  difeufs 
the  calculations  of  Dr.  Price,  ba¬ 
ron  Maferes  and  Mr.  .Sinclair,  ,re*> 
fpeding  the  extinction  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt.  He  laid  that  commif- 
doners  ought  to  he.  fpeedily  ap- 
pointedto  enquire  into,  and  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  plan  for  this  pur¬ 
pofe  f.  and  added,  .that,  if  no  mi¬ 
ni  fter  in  the  courie  of  the  next  fef- 
fion  would  undertake  the  b  aft  n  efts  ? 
infigniftcant  as  he,  was,  he  would 
move  for  fuch  a  committee.  In. 
our  prelent  fit  nation  there  was  ad 
fource  of  wealth,  no  fubjedt  of  na¬ 
tional  melioration  and  improvement 
that  ought  to  be  negleiSed,  Ia  hr$ 
opinion  the  advantages  of  Scot¬ 
land,  for  the.  creation  of  the  moil: 
extenftve  and  important  fillieney-, 
were  fuch  as  deferveft  every  kind  of 
co-operation  and  lav  our.  In  com* 
nexion  with  this  fubjebi,  he  anim¬ 
adverted  upon  the  complicated  an4 
abfurd  nature  of  the  cuftom  houfe 
regulations.  Fie  concluded  with 
moving,  <c  That  a  committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  enquire  i.  to  the  ftate  of 
the  Bri  ilhfifheries,  navigation,  and 
commerce,  and  the  moil  eftedtu.aj, 
means  for  their  ex tenilon  and  im- 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
followed  My.  Dempilcr.  He  gays 

hi  -  m 
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hisTpoft  hearty  to.  the  difin- 

tereiled  motives,  claimed  by  that 
gentleman,  and  thanked  him  fox 
the  manner  in  which  he  had  brought 
the  fubjeft  under  public  dncuikon. 
He  objecied  tp  his  reprefentation.  of 
the  hate  of  the  linking  lurid,  and 
thought  it  necefiary  to  abler  ve, 
that  that  branch  of  the  revenue 
had  been  uninterm  ttedly  improv¬ 
ing  and  incyeafing,  ,  led  an  idea  - 
fiibuld.  go  abroad  that  our  situation 
was  wo  r  fie  than  it  ivall-y  was.  _He 
added,  that  the  burthens  upon  com¬ 
merce  from  cuff om-houfe  regula¬ 
tions,  had  been  long  under  confi¬ 
de  ration,  and  the  enquiries  refpedG 
mg  them  nearly  completed  ;  and 
for  thefe, and  other  reafons,  recom¬ 
mended  the  feleCtion  of  the  fifh- 
eries  as  the  immediate  fub,c£l  of 
t-h'e  prefent  enquiry.  Mr.  Demp- 
fier  ydbpged,,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Pitt'.  Wkli/me  fame  view  that  he 
ha  a  made  the.  pr.eceamr  motion, 
this  venerableYh^radier  proceeded, 
on  the  3d  of  Auguft,  to  move  /or, 
leave  to  bring;  m  a  bill,  to  allow 
tenants  and  fub tenants,  employed 
in  the  fi’fheries  of  Great:  Britain,  to 
commute  for  money  the  perfonal 
fervices  which  they  were  bound  to 
perform  to  their  landlords.  The 
dejrgn  of  the  motion  was  merely  to 
bring  the  fub  jedt  under  the  confix 
deration  of  the  public  •  and,  in  cafe 

if  met  with  the  concurrence  of  the 

■■ ; 

parties  concerned,  to  refume  and 
carry  it  iqtq  execution  in  the  enfu- 
sng  ieffidn. 

The  Inil  meafure  of  con/dqrahle 
confer] iience  that  occupied  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  prefent  iefiion,  was 
a  meafure  of  com prehenfive  policy 
i?nr!  general  yufti.ee,  ,|fte  •  reftoration 
of  the  chutes  coniiicated  to  the 
crown  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland, 
upon  the  termination  of  the  rebellion 
*>f  1  y  4  3 ,  Tl}e  bufcnc  1/  was  irjpy ejl. 


;  H  rA  r'N  o  .  - 

on  the  fame  dav  with  the  bill  of  Mr ... 
Dempfler,  by  Mr.  Henry  D  rill'd  a  * 
and  ieconded  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  The  meafure  indeed 
had  been  long  in  contemplation.  I 
had  been  countenanced  by  lor 
North,  when  at  the  head  of  adm; 
n:  if  ration ,  though  irom  ibme  un¬ 
toward  cir,cum fiances  it  had  not  bee  1 
fubmitted  to  parliament  during  that 
term  ;  and  the  mi  ni ft rv:  of  t  h e  d  uke 
of  Portland  had  actually  intended 
to  bring  forward  a  similar  propolkion 
Mr.  id  11  nd as  obferved,  that  the 
principle  or  the  m  tended  bill  was  -i<> 
juft,  foi  liberal,  and  To  worthy  of 
the  generofity  of  parliafnent,  tha 
lie  could  conceive  of  no  other  ob 
jeciion  that  could  poffibly  be  made, 
but  that  of  the  very  advanced  period 
of  the  feilion.  The  principle  how¬ 
ever  was  fo  ft  m  pie  and  uncompli¬ 
cated,  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  de¬ 
manded  no  difcuiiion,  and  needed: 

only  to  be  mentioned  in  order  to  its 
- 

being  approved.  Itsjuftice  feemed 
to  have  been  firft  recog n Ted  by  the 
late  earl  of  Chatham.  That,  i  11  u tl  - 
rious  Ibitefm an,  above  the  level  o 
illiberal  and  injudicious  prejudices 
had  drawn  forth  the  highland, qrs  oj 
Scotland  from  the  proicription,'  it 
which  it  had  been  thought  neceffary 
to  involve  them  at  the  dole  of  the 
rebellion.  44  I  cared  not,”  laid  tha ‘i 
nobleman,  defending  the  meafure 
he  had  adopted,  44  whether  a  man. 
had  been  rocked  in  a  cradle  on  this 
or  on  the  other  fide  the  Tweed.  I 
fought  only  for  merit,  and  I  found 
it  in  the  moiurains  of  the  North, 
]  there  found  a  hardy  race  of  men 
able  to  do  their  country  fiery ice,  but 
labouring  under  a  profenpt,ion>  I 
called  them  forth  to  out:  aid,-  and, 

r>  W  ^  i  ii  * o  1  v/  J r  ttcj  *  ^  \ 

lent  them  to  fight  our  battle^.'  They 
did  not  di (appoint  my  expectations 
Their  fidelity  can  only  be  equalled 
by  their  yalpitr,  aamf,  both  .hav;^ 

united 
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united  to  fignklize  their  'own  and 
their  country’s  renown  all  over  the 
world.”  'Mr.  Dundas  drew  an  au- 
fpi  cious  omen  from  reflecting "that 
the  drift  blow  had  been  given  to  the 
pfofdription  by  the  earl  of  Chatham. 
He  trailed  that  the  remains  of  a 
fyftem,  which,  whether  dictated  at 
firfit  by  narrow  views  or  by  found 
policy,  ought  certainly  to  be  tem¬ 
porary,  Would  be  completely  anni¬ 
hilated  uuder  the  adminiftration  of 
his  foil. 

Fie  made  the  panegyric  of  thofe 
p&rlons  of  this  defeription  who  had 
ddtuiguiflicd  themfelves  in  the  laft 
war.  He  faid  there  was  not  one  of 
all  thofe  families,  in  which  fome 
perforx  had  not  atoned  for  the  crimes 
of  his  anceftors,  and  fpilt  his  blood 
in  his  country’s  caufe.  And  he 
would  be  bold  to  allert,  that  the 
fpirir,  which  had  rendered  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  highlands  difaffeCted 
to  the  prefent  government, had  long 
fmee  di (appeared  ;  and  that  the  king 
had  not  at  this  moment  a-  fet  of 
more  loyal  fubjedb  in  his  dominions. 
He  ftated  to  the  houfe  the  value  of 
the  forfeited  eftates.  At  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  certain  leafes  the  rent  roll 
would  exceed  9000I,  but  they  at  pre¬ 
fent  produced  n o  more  than  6700I, 
and,  deducting  the  expence  of  ma¬ 
nagement  and  repairs,  the  fum 
accruing  to  the  public  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed  4-Ooci.  per  annum.  It  would 
be  generous  in  parliament  to  reftore 
this  fum  to  its  original  proprietors. 
It  would  be  magnanimity  to  treat 
them  like  true  and  faithful  fubjeCts, 
and  cancel  tor  ever  the  offences  of 
their  anceftors.  Nor  would  the  li¬ 
berality  of  the  proceeding*  be  greater 
than  its  policy.  The  fpirit  of  emi¬ 
gration  in  the  highlands  Was  fu'ch, 
that  nothing  could  extinguith  it  but 
the  return  of  their  long  loft  patrons, 
and  the  afteCftion  and  reverence, 


*  ^  ^  * 

which  the  inhabitants  of  this  pat?  of 
the  illand  felt  for  their  natural  lords. 
It  was  obvious,  that  a  property, 
held  by  others  for  the  benefit,  of  the 
public,  was  never  fo  well  managed, 
as  that  which  was  under  the°go~ 
vernment  of  its  aCtual  proprietors. 
The  corrfifcated  eftates  might  be 
diftinguifhed  from  their  neighbour¬ 
ing  confines  by  the  almoft  total 
ncgledr  6f  their  cultivation  and  the 
general  decreafe  of  their  produce; 
on  the  contrary,  the  perfons  now  to 
he  reftored  would  undoubtedly  ren¬ 
der  the  foil  as  productive  and  pro¬ 
fitable  as  poffible  ;  thoufands  of 
additional  highlanders  would  be  em¬ 
ployed  upon  it ;  the  regiments  about 
to  be  difbanded,  would  find  em¬ 
ployment  in  their  native  country ; 
and  the  nation  would  be  rendered 
profperous  and  happy.  Mr.  Dundas 
however  did  not  mean  that  the 
eftates  fliould  be  freed  from  the 
claims  exifting  againft  them  when 
they  fell  into  the  hands  of  govern¬ 
ment.  He  would  not  give  a  pre¬ 
mium  for  rebellion  ,  and  he  prqpo- 
fed  that  thefe  f  ims  fliould  be  affefted 
to  the  public.  The  objects  pointed 
out  for  their  application  by  the  bill, 
were  the  reward  of  the  fnbofdinate 
officers  concerned  m  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  eftates ;  the  completion 
of  the  repofitory  for  the  records  of 
Scotland,  to  which  1 5, cool,  were' 
to  be  appropriated;  and  the  carry¬ 
ing  on  of  the  canal  from  fea.  to  fea, 
from  the  Firth  of  Forth  to  the  Firth 
of  Clyde,  which  was  the  deftination 
of  56,000!. 

The  meafure  was  fupponed  by 
the  lord  advocate,  lord  Frederic 
Campbel,  fir  William  Cunningham 
and  M  r.  Dempfter.  Mr.  Fox  remark¬ 
ed,  that  hefaw  nofteafon  for  the  exclu- 
fton  of  the  defendants  of  the  Englifh 
rebels  from  the  benefits  of  the'pre- 
fent  bill.  He  particularly  recom-  J 
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mended  to  parliament  the  cafe  of  his 
relation,  the  earl  of  Newburgh# 
He  was  aware,  that  tnere  was  lome 
difficulty  in  the  cafe,  as  the  eitate 
hah  been  appropriated  to  the.fupport 
of  G  reenwich  lioi pi< a; *  He  did  not 
expedt  that  any  thing  would  be  done 
for  lord  Newburgh  this  feffion,  but 
he  hoped  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  w'ouid  turn  it  in  his  mind, 
lb  as  to  be  able  to  pro  pole  fomething 
upon  the  fubjedt  next  year. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  bill 
encountered  the  oppofuion  of  lord 
Thurlow.  His  principal  objection 
was  the  latenefs  of  the  feffion,  and 
be  obferved  that  he  had  not  heard 
of  the  bill  till  it  had  been  read  a 
firll  time  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
He  was  difpleafed  with  the  form  of 
its  introdudiion.  Meafures  of  re- 
miffion  and  lenity  ought  to  originate 
with  the  fovereign,  and  from  him 
to  be  communicated  to  the  lords, 
previoudy  to  their  being  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  commons.  He 
would  then  have  had  a  chance  to 
have  heard  of  the  bill  before  it  was 
propofed  in  parliament.  It  confided, 
lord  Thurlow  faid,  of  two  propofi- 
tions,  the  one  a  repeal,  the  other  an 
appropriation  of  money.  The  ler- 
vices  of  the  perlons  in  quelfion, 
ought  to  be  proved  orherwife  to  the 
houfe  than  by  general  affertions. 
He  would  not  upon  the  prefent 
occafion  give  ear  to  rumour,  but 
was  it  certain  that  all  of  them  had 
redded  in  this  country  and  waited 
the  opportunity  of  fervice  ?  Had 
none  of  them  followed  the  fortunes 
of  their  pretended  prince,  and  fled 
with  him  whole  caufe  they  had 
affedted  to  ferve  ?  He  remarked, 
that  a  perfon  forfeited  in  1690,  was 
included  in  the  provilions  of  the 
bill,  and  afked  why  thole  of  1715 
were  paffied  over  in  lilence  ?  He 
faid,  that  it  had  been  thef  fettled 


maxim  of  the  Britiffi  con  ilk  mi  or: 
that  treafon  was  a  crime  of  fo  deer 
a  dye,  that  nothing  was  adequat 
to  its  punifhment,  but  the  tota- 
eradication  of  the  perion,  the  name 
and  the  family,  out  of  the  fbciety 
which  he  had  attempted  to  hurt. 
This  was  the  wifdom  of  former 
times.  But  if  a  more  enlightened 
age  chofe  to  relax  from  the  eila 
bliffied  feverity,  he  thought  it  ought 
to  be  done  with  gravity  and  deli 
beration.  He  oljedfed  to  the  pro- 
vifion  for  the  ScottifU  canal.  Give 
him  but  a  public  ufe,  and  he  cared 
not  in  what  part  of  the  ifland  it 
was  iituated  between  Caitbnefs  and 
Cornwal  ;  but  he  confide  red  this 
claufe  as  a  ditfribution  of  private 
accommodation  for  the  benefit  of. 
individuals.  He  paid  fome  comple¬ 
ments  to  Mr.  Dundas,  but  wished 
upon  the  whole  that  the  bill  ffiouii 
be  deferred  for  the  prefent  feffion. 

Lord  Sydney  anfwered  lord  Thus- 
low.  The  earls  of  Balcarras  and 
Dunmore  defended  and  applauded 
the  proprietors  of  the  forfeited  effaces, 
and  recommended  with  energy  and 
warmth  the  Scottifh  canal  to  the 
patronage  of  the  public.  Lord 
Thurlow,  not  contented  with  oppos¬ 
ing  the  bill  upon  its  lecond  reading, 
divided  the  houfe  upon  the  laft  day 
of  the  feffion  ;  contents  7.  not 
contents  4.  This  is,  we  believe, 
the  only  inflance  out  of  feveral,  in 
which  this  nobleman,  flnce  his  lait 
appointment  to  the  office  of  chan* 
cellor,  attempted  without  fucce's 
to  throw  out  a  bill  that  had  already 
paffi-d  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Ou  the  20th  of  Auguff  the  king 
put  an  end  to  the  feffion  by  0  fpeech 
from  the  throne.  He  returned  par¬ 
liament  his  warmed  thanks  for  the  r 
zealous  and  diligent  attention  to  the 
public  fervice.  He  predicted  the 
happlell  effects  from  the  bill  for 

the 
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the  better  government  of  India.  He 
applauded  the  laws  they  had  made 
fur  the  prefervati'on  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  revenue.  He  thanked 
the  commons  for  their  provifion 
for  the  arrear  of  the  civil  lift.  He 
deplored  the  unavoidable  burthens 
of  the  people.  He  noticed  the  de* 
fnitive  treaty  with  Holland,  and: 
the  peace  concluded  in  India?.  and 


trufted  that  the  prefent  tranquility 
would  be  lading.  He  adverted  to 
the  important  objedls  with  refpebt  to 
trade  and  commerce  yet  to  be  pro¬ 
vided  for,  and  he  trufted  that  fuch 
regulations  would  be  framed  upon 
a  full  inveftigation,  as  might  be 
calculated  to  promote  the.  wealth, 
and  profperity  of  every  part  of  the 
empire. 
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errata. 

The  paragraph  beginning  page  14,  column  1,  line  7,  is  Inferted  by  miftake  in  that 
place,  and  ought  to  appear,  page  17,  column  1,  line  27. 

PUBLIC  PAPERS,  page  203,  at  the  bottom,  dele  «  Ribbons  from  one  penny  for 
every  twelve  yards,  to  one  penny  per  yard,  and  gauzes  from  two  pence  to  four  pence 
per  yard,  120,000].”  ) 

Page  204,  line  8,  for  io,oooh  read  40,000b 

— — - line  18,  infert  120,000b 

>—  . . .  line  19,  for  3,  read  8. 
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principal  occurrences 

In  the  Year  1784. 


JANUARY. 

EING  New  YearVday,  the 
archbifhops  and  bifhops  had 
the  honour,  according  to  annual 
cuftom,  of  addreding  the  king  at 
his  levee  on  that  occafion,  when 
his  majedy  was  pleated  to  make 
them  the  following  gracious  an- 
fwer s 

u  My  Lords, 

4S  I  return  you  my  thanks  for 
this  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs,  and 
you  may  always  depend  upon  my 
warmed  zeal  for,  and  condant  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Church. 

44  I  alfo  return  you  my  thanks 
for  your  congratulations  on  the 
commencement  of  the  new  year : 
the  commencement  of  this  year 
may  probably  be  the  mod  critical 
and  important  of  any  yet  in  the 
annals  of  this  country.  It  has, 
from  my  acceffion  to  the  throne  of 
thefe  realms,  been  my  condant  dudy 
equally  to  preferve  the  rights,  li¬ 
berties,  and  happinefs  of  my  people, 
with  the  prerogatives  and  rights 
which  the  conftitution  hath  intrud¬ 
ed  to  me  ;  it  is  my  determined  re- 
folution  to  perfevere  in  this  con, 
dudf,  in  which  1  trud  I  may  have 
the  protedfion  of  the  Almighty, 
and  the  fupport  of  every  honed 
man  in  my  dominions*9. 

- — .  John  Smith,  a  capital  convitd 
in  Newgate,  for  robbing  Ifaac  Hea¬ 
ton,  efq.  on  tbe  highway,  near  Edg- 
ware  of  a  gold  watch  and  eight  gui¬ 
neas,  hath  received  his  majedy  b  free 
h 


it.  Lieut.  Kempthorne,  of  his, 
majedy’s  fhip  the  Amphion,  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  Admiralty,  with  dis¬ 
patches  from  rear-admiral  Digby, 
giving  an  account  of  his  having 
brought  to  in  Portland  Road,  on  his 
way  to  Spithead,\  having  quitted 
the  American  command.  The 
troops  which  lately  occupied  New- 
York,  in  confequence  of  the  orders 
of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  evacuated  that 
garrifon  on  the  26th  and  27th  of 
November  lad,  at  which  time  Gen. 
W adiington,  at  the  head  of  a  de¬ 
tachment  of  the  American  army, 
took  podeffion  of  the  works.  Capt. 
B^zely  came  home  commander  of 
the  Amphion,  the  drip  in  which 
admiral  Digby  took  his  paflage. 
Tfie  admiral  arrived  in  town  the 
fame  day, 

13.  The  lord  mayor  held  award- 
mote  for  the  election  of  an  alderman 
for  Queenhithe  ward,  in  the  room 
of  the  late  alderman  Bull.  The 
candidates  were  G.  Macaulay,  efq, 
of  Chatham-place,  and  Mr.  Bates, 
mader  of  the  Queen’s  arms  tavern, 
St.  PauPs  Church-yard,  on  behalf 
of  both  whom  a  poll  was  demanded. 

14,  Gen,  dr  Guy  Carleton,  late 
commander  in  chief  at  Neur-York, 
arrived  in  town  on  Wednefday, 
He  came  home  in  the  Ceres  Hoop 
of  war,  of  16  guns,  arrived  at  Ply¬ 
mouth.  When  he  failed,  all  the 
Eritifh  and  Median  troops,  with  the 
loyalids,  had  left  New-York,  and 
the  Americans,  with  Gen,  Walhing- 
ton  at  their  head,  were  in  peaceable 
podeffion  of  that  city. 

(A  a) 


(4)  FRINCIFA  L  iJanu  ary, 

— .  Came  on  at  the  Eaft-India-  Your  faithful  citizens  lately  be- 
houfe,  Leadenhall-flreet,  the  ballot  held,  with  infinite  concern,  the  pro- 
for  three  directors  of  the  faid  com-  grefs  of  a  mealure,  which  equally 
pany’s  affairs,  in  the  room  of  Sir  tended  to  encroach  on  the  rights  of  - 
William  James,  bart.  deceafed  ;  your  majefly ’s  crown,  to  annihilate 
Sir  Henry  Fletcher,  bart.  and  Jacob  the  chartered  rights  of  the  Eafl  India 
Wilkinfon,  efq.  reiigned  :  upon  the  company,  and  to  raife  a  new  power, 
caftinp-  the  ballot,  the  numbers  unknown  to  this  free  government* 


were, 

For  John  Woodhoufe,  efq.  457 

George  Johnilone,  efq.  3,91 

Richard  Atkinfon,  efq.  372 

Thomas  Pattle,  jun.  efq.  262  . 

John  Grant,  efq.  254 


George  M.  Macaulay,  efq.  16 1 

15.  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  for 
alderman  of  Queenhithe  ward,  in 
the  room  of  Frederick  Bull,  efq. 
deceafed,  the  numbers  were, 

For  John  Bates,  efq.  87 

"Geo.  M.  Macaulay,  efq.  49 

Majority  for  Mr.  Bates,  38 

16.  1  he  right  honourable  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  fheriffs,  and 
common  council  of  the  city  of 
London,  waited  upon  his  majefly 
(being  introduced  by  the  earl  of 
Salifoury,  lord  chamberlain  of  his 
majefly ’s  houfhold)  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  add  refs,  which  was  read  by. 
James  Adair,  efq.  the  recorder. 

To  the  king’s  moll  excellent  ma- 

jcfty. 

7  he  humble  addrefs  of  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  London, 
in  common  council  affembled. 

Moll  gracious  fovereign, 

We  your  majefly’s  moil  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedls,  the  lord  mayor, 
aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council  af¬ 
fembled,  conlider  it  incumbent  on 
us,  at  the  prefent  alarming  mo¬ 
ment,  to  approach  the  throne  with 
renewed  alfu ranees  of  our  moll 
faithful  and  conilant  attachment  to 
vour  majefly  *s  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment* 


and  highly  inimical  to  its  fafety. 

As  this  dangerous  meafure  was 
warmly  fupported  by  your  majefly’s 
late  miniflers,  we  heartily  rejoice 
in  their  difmiffion,  and  humbly  thank 
your  majefly  for  exerting  your  pre¬ 
rogative  in  a  manner  fo  falutary  and 
conllitutionaL 

It  is  impoffible  for  us  to  conlider 
that  event  without  frefh  admiration 
of  the  conflitution  handed  down  by 
our  anceflors  ;  and  we  trull,  that 
in  the  well-compounded  legiflation 
of  this  kingdom,  there  will  ever  b& 
found  feme  branch  ready  to  defend 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  preferve  inviolate  the 
faith  and  honour  of  parliamentary 
engagements. 

Sire  !  the  prerogatives  of  your 
majefly’s  high  office  were  annexed 
thereto  for  the  good  of  the  people  ; 
and  we  beg  your  majefly  will  be¬ 
lieve  our  earned  affurances  that  the 
citizens  of  London  will  always  i up- 
port  the  conflitutional  exercife  of 
them  to  the  utmofl  of  their  power. 

Highly  feniible  of  your  majefly’s 
paternal  care  and  a  debt  ion  for  your 
people,  we  pray  the  Almighty  that 
you  may  long  reign  in  peace  over 
a  free,  an  happy,  and  united  na~ 
tion. 

Signed,  by  order  of  court, 

William  Rix. 
To  which  addrefs  his  majefly  was. 
pleafed  to  return  the  following  an- 
fwer  : 

“  I  thank  you  for  this  dutiful 
and  affectionate  addrefs,  and  for  the 
expreffions  of  your  attachment'  to 
my  perfon,  and  your  zeal  for  the 

excel* 
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‘excellent  conftitution  of  this  coun¬ 
try. 

44  My  faithful  citizens  of  London 
may  always  depend  upon'  my  warm¬ 
ed  attention  to  the  welfare  of  all 
my  fab  jells  ;  and  may  affure  them- 
felves,  that,  in  the  exercife  of  the 
power  with  which  I  am  -inverted  by 
the  conllitution,  i  firall  uniformly 
endeavour  to  promote  the  happinefs 
and  profperity  of  my  people.59 

They  were  all  received  very 
graciouily,  and  had  the  honour  to 
kifs  his  majefty’s  hand. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  pajjenger  on 

board  the  Fanjittxrt  Eaji  Indiaman , 

dated  at  Sea ,  Auguft  22,  1783. 

Yefterday,  about  half  pad  ele¬ 
ven,  A.  M.  we  were  alarmed  with 
the.  cry  of  fire  ;  when  running 
upon  deck,  we  perceived  a  great/ 
fmoke  iffulng  from  the  Duke  of 
Ring  don  Ead  Indiaman,  Capt. 
Nutt;  foon  after  which  ftie  Jburlf 
out  in  flames  from  head  to  item. 
We  were  then  about  half  a  mile  a- 
head  of  her,  and  the  Pigot  and 
Earl  of  Oxford  Indiamen  about 
four  miles  a-head  of  us.  The  wea¬ 
ther  being  calm,  our  captain  im¬ 
mediately  ordered  out  the  engine 
and  all  the  boats,  at  the  fame  time 
firing  two  guns  as  a  figmal  to  the 
Slips  a-head.  It  is  impoffible  to 
conceive  a  more  dreadful  fpedacle 
than  at  this  moment  prefented  it- 
fielf ;  numbers  of  the  poor  wretches 
throwing  themfelves  over-board, 
with  oars,  fpars,  &c.  to  keep  them 
from  finking  ;  others  crowding  on 
the  bowfprit,  where  they  hung  in 
cl  alters  till  received  into  the  boats. 
Our  jolly-boat  got  out  fird,  and  re¬ 
turned  in  a  fliort  time  with  five  men  ; 
the  long-boat,  yawl,  and  cutter, 
were  hoided  out  with  equal  dif- 
patch,  and  ufed  every  effort  to  fave 
as  many  of  the  crew  as  they  couid, 
die  fire  having  by  this  time  increas¬ 
ed  to  fuc h  a  degree,  that  it  was  im- 


(5} 

polfible  to  attempt  laving  the  flap. 
The  boats  from  the  other  two  flaps 
were  now  got  out ;  foon  after  which, 
our  yawl  returned  full  of  people* 
among  whom  were  the  fird  mate  and 
a  midfhipman,  whom  they  had  pick¬ 
ed  up  drowned  ;  we  ufed  every  ef¬ 
fort  to  recover  them,  but  in  vain. 
At  three  P.  M.  our  long-boat  re- 
turned  with  150  people  ;  the  boats 
belonging  to  the  other  Indiamen 
were  alfo  filled  ;  and  having  faved 
every  perlon  they  could  find,  they 
left  the  fillip,  which  at  five  in  the 
afternoon  blew  up  with  a  terrible 
explofion  On  the  whole  79  fouls 
perifhed  by  this  melancholy  acci-  _ 
dent,  among  whom  were  feverai 
women  and  children,  fome  foldiers, 
and  a  few  paffengers. 

Captain  Nutt,  with  two  mili¬ 
tary  officers,  had  paid  us  a  vifit.in 
the  morning,  and  was  on  board  the 
Pigot  at  the  time  the  fire  broke  out, 
which  was  occalioned  by  a  failoDs 
drawing  forne  fpirits  out  of  a  calk 
in  the  Ipirit  room,  which  catching 
fire,  communicated  to  the  other 
calks,  and  burnt  with  fuch  fyry, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  fave  a  tingle 
article. 

- — *  The  recorder  made  his  re¬ 
port  to  his  majefty  of  the  convi&s 
under  fentcnce  of  death  in  New¬ 
gate  :  Robert  Dewar,  John  Roberts 
alias  York,  Benjamin  Roberts, 
Henry  Horne,  Alexander  Kennedy, 
Jofeph  Hall,  John  Codd,  John 
Jones,  Patrick  Bowman,  Robert 
Crols,  Rebecca  Bidwell,  William 
Maynard,  William  Richardfbn, 
Mary  Humphreys,  George  Well, 
William  Crouch,  William  Haynes, 
John  Harvey  alias  Seagrave,  Mary 
Moody,  Margaret  Moreing,  Eleanor 
Meale,  Anne  Sherlock,  and  John 
V  ich  ;  when  his  majefty  was  pleaf- 
f  d  to  order  the  following  for  execirt 
l  ion  on  Wednefday  ne  a,  on  the 
lcaffold  before  Newgate,  viz.  Ro~ 
(A  3)  bert 
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bert  Dewar,  MaryMbody,  Patrick 
Bowman,  and  John  Rich. 

17.  John  Lee  was  indiflcd  foi* 
forging  an  order  for  payment  of 
money,  which  order  ran  in  the 
following  words  : 

Nov.  24,  1783. 
Pay  to  Mr.  John  Lee,  or  order, 
iipoti  demand,  the  fum  of  fifteen 
pounds  fterling,  which  place  to  his 
account  of  office. 

Pay-Office,  Townfbcnd , 

Ordnance-Office,  M.  G» 

Whitehall. 

There  were  eight  counts  in  the 
above  indictment ;  one  with  forg¬ 
ing  it,  to  defraud  lord  Townffiend, 
the  mafter-gCneral  of  the  ordnance ; 
the  fecond,  uttering  it,  knowing  it 
to  be  forged,  &c.  and  varying  it  as 
it  patted  different  hands. 

Mr.  James  Cufden,  who  keeps 
the  Rofe  Coffee-houfe,  in  Bridges- 
ifreet,  Covent-garden,  depofed,  that 
in  December  lail,  the  prifoner  came 
to  his  ho ufe,  and  drank  two  bottles 
of  wine  ;  that  foon  after  a  third 
gentleman  came  in,  and  they  had  a 
third  bottle,  when  the  prifoner  fent 
for  Mr.  Cufden,  who  came  up  flairs, 
and  the  prifoner  produced  the 
above  bill,  wifhing  to  get  five  gui¬ 
neas  upon  it  ;  but  Mr.  Cufden  only 
advanced  him  one  guinea  and  a 
half.  When  he  preiented  the  note 
to  Mefifrs.  Cox,  &c.  agents  at  Cha- 
ring-crols,  the  forgery  was  difco- 
■’vered,  and  the  prifoner  appre¬ 
hended. 

Mr.  Cox  proved  it  was  not  lord 
Townfhend’s  writing,  and  Mr.  bin¬ 
der  produced  the  bill. 

The  evidence  for  the  profecution 
relied  here.  On  the  crofs  examina¬ 
tion,  it  was  urged  by  Mr.  Silveffer, 
counfel  for  the  prifoner,  that  the 
indictment  did  not  correfpond  with 
the  bill,  for  it  fluted  M.  G.  to  be 
Mailer  General,  which  the  prole- 
cation  had  no  right  fo  to  eonftruct ; 
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that  there  was  no  fuch  office  at 
Whitehall  as  the  Pay-Office ;  that 
it  could  not  be  to  defraud  lord 
Townihend,  as  lord  Townfliend 
was  not  then  in  office,  and  conic- 
quently  not  mafter-general  of  the 
ordnance.  Thefie  and  feveral  other 
legal  objedlions  were  Hated  by  the 
counfel,  but  over-ruled,  as  judge 
Heath  was  of  opinion,  that  they 
were  not  averments,  but  Hated  in 
the  indictment  to  be  purports.  The 
evidence  being  fummed  up,  the 
jury  found  the  prifoner  guilty  of 
uttering  the  bill,  knowing  it  to  be 
forged.  The  cafe,  however,  is  re* 
ferred  to  the  twelve  judges,  on  a 
number  of  exceptions  Hated  in  the 
indidtment* 

— .  The  cafe  of  capt*  M4Kenzie 
was  argued,  and  the  Solicitor-ge¬ 
neral  appeared  to  {hew  caufe  why 
he  fhould  then  be  tried,  which  Mr. 
Silveffer,  the  captain’s  counfel,  op- 
pofed,  on  the  ground  of  the  impol* 
iibility  of  the  captain’s  making  his 
defence,  till  the  propel*  witnefles 
could  be  brought  from  the  coaft  oi 
Africa,  without  whom  his  client 
could  not  fafely  proceed  to  trial. 
The  judges  acquieiced  in  this,  and 
the  trial  was  again  put  oft  ;  and 
the  Solicitor-general  undertook  that 
a  fhip  fhould  be  difpatched  to  Cape 
Coaft,  in  Africa,  to  bring  them 
over  ;  meanwhile  the  trial  was  ad¬ 
journed  over  to  the  next  February 
felfions. 

— .  The  eledlion  came  on  at  Guild¬ 
hall  for  a  member  ot  this  city,  in 
the  room  of  the  late  Mr.  alderman 
Bull  ;  the"  candidates  were  Brook 
Wat  fan,  efa,  and  Mr.  alderman 
Croffiy.  The  (how  of  hands  being 
in  favour  of  the  former,  a  poll  was 
demanded  by  the  latter. 

20.  A  biil  to  diftblve  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Walter  Nifbett,  efq.  with 
Anne  Blomberg,  his  now  wife,  and 
to  enable  him  to  marry  again,  and 

for 
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for  other  purpofes  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  was  prefented  yefferday  to 
the  houfe  of  Peers,  read  a  fil'd 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fe- 
cond  time  on  Tuefday  the  4th  day 
of  February  next. 

At  the  clcfe  of  the  poll  for  a 
reprefentative,  in  the  room  of  the 
late  Mr.  alderman  Bull,  the  numbers 
flood  as  follow  : 

17.  19.  20. 

B.  Watfoh,  efq.  330  1098  1898 
Mr.  aid.  Crofby  223  654  979 

21.  Brafs  Crofby,  efq.  declined 
going  on  with  the  poll  ;  but  the 
Sheriffs  are  obliged  to  keep  the 
books  open  during  the  remainder  of 
the  week,  according  to  ad  of  par¬ 
liament.  The  poll-books  were  kept 
open  till  three  o'clock,  and  on  call¬ 
ing  up  the  numbers,  there  were  for 
Brook  Watfon,  efq.  2092,  and  for 
alderman  Crofby,  1042.  Mr.  Wat¬ 
fon  then  returned  the  livery  his  fin- 
Cere  thanks  for  their  very  honour¬ 
able  fupport  during  his  eleCtion ; 
and  added,  that  the  books  are  to  be 
kept  open  one  hour  every  day  till 
Saturday  next. 

-—.The  following  maiefadors  were 
executed  before  Newgate  $  Robert 
Dewar,  for  forging  a  will  and  teffa- 
xnent,  purporting  to  be  that  of 
Shawe  Farquharfon,  late  of  his  ma- 
j city's  fhip  the  Roebuck  ;  Patrick 
Bowman,  for  affaulting  and  rob¬ 
bing  John  Spicer,  on  the  highway  ; 
John  Rich,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Probert,  in  Broad- 
court,  Turnmill-ftreet  ;  and  Mary 
Moody,  for  privately  Healing  linen, 
&c.  in  the  houfe  of  lord  Teynharn, 
where  fhe  was  a  fervant. 

24.  This  night's  gazette  contains 
the  addreffes  of  the  mayor,  file  riffs, 
eitizeps, and  commonalty  ofthe  city 
of  Norwich  ;  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
and  burgelfes  of  the  borough  of 
Leiceffer  $  and  of  the  gentlemen, 
clergy,  merchants,  and  inhabitants 


of  the  borough  of  Great  Yarmouth* 
Norfolk,  to  his  majeffy,  expreffing 
their  firm  attachment  to  his  ma» 
jefty’s  perfon  and  family,  and  of® 
fering  their  fincere  thanks  on  his 
majeffy’s  difmiflion  of  the  late  ml- 
niftry. 

26.  At  half  paft  twelve  o’clock* 
the  fheriffs  met  at  Guildhall,  on  the 
huttings,  in  order  to  declare  the 
numbers  for  a  reprefentative  of  this 
city,  in  the  room  of  Frederick 
Bull,  efq*  when  there  appeared  for 
Brook  Watfon,  efq,  2097  }  and  for 
alderman  Crofby*  1043  ;  upon 
which  Brook  W atfon,  efq.  was  de* 
dared  duly  elected. 

27.  This  night's  gazette  contains 
addreffes  to  his  majefty  from  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Mid® 
dlefex  ;  from  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
&c.  of  the  city  of  Canterbury  ; 
from  the  merchants,  traders,  &c* 
of  the  borough  of  Southwark ;  from 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lei- 
cefter ;  and  from  the  bailiffs,  bur- 
geffes,  and  commonalty  of  the  town 
of  Ipfwich  ;  on  the  critical  fituation 
of  public  affairs,  humbly  imploring 
his  majeffy  to  appoint  fuch  an  ad® 
miniffration  as  may  poffefs  the  con* 
fidence  of  parliament,  and  reffore 
the  true  intereffs  and  happinefs  of 
the  public  at  large. 

31.  This  night's  gazette  con¬ 
tains  addreffes  to  his  majeffy  from 
the  merchants  and  traders  of  Lon¬ 
don  ;  from  the  lord  provoff,  ma- 
giffrates,  and  council  -of  Edin¬ 
burgh  ;  from  the  aldermen,  bur* 
geffes,  &c.  of  Southampton  ;  from 
the  manufacturers,  traders,  &c.  of 
Taunton  ;  and  from  the  mayor  and 
inhabitants  of  Plymouth,  upon  the 
removal  of  the  late  miniftry,  &c. 

FEBRUARY. 

3,  A  petition  from  JofephChriffie, 
captain  in  his  majeffy  *s  88th  regi- 
(A  4)  *  men? 
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merit  of  foot,  was  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  Peers,  praying  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  difFolve  his  mar¬ 
riage  with  Elizabeth  Leilie  Chridie, 
his  now  wife  (late  Elizabeth  Leilie 
Baird),  and  to  enable  him  to  marry 
again,  and  for  other  purpofes 
therein  '  mentioned.  Leave  was 
given,  as  prayed. 

— .  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreffes  to  his  majedy  from  the 
dean,  deward,  burgeffes,  &c.  of 
Wedminder ;  from  the  freemen 
and  citizens  of  York ;  from  the 
mayor,  clergy,  &c.  of  Exeter ; 
from  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  &x.  of 
Lancafler ;  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Reading  ;  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Coicheder;  and  from  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  of  Evefham,  inWor- 
cederfhire,  on  the  removal  of  the 
late  miniftry,  &c. 

/:  xtraFl  of  a  letter  from  Paris ,  Feb .  6. 

By  letters  from  Rochelle  we  find, 
that  on  the  17th  of  January,  at 
about  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening,  a 
violent  florin  happened  there,  ac¬ 
companied  with  an  earthquake, 
thunder,  lightning,  and  hail  ;  it 
failed  till  nine,  and  blew  down 
manv  of  the  larged  trees  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  city  :  two 
chimnies  were  thrown  down  in  Ro¬ 
chelle,  together  with  feveral  houles, 
and  fome  churches,  and  among  the 
red,  the  cathedral  was  much  da¬ 
maged  :  at  Nantes  and  Rochefort 
much  damage  was  done.  On  the 
coad  27  diips  were  lod,  80  dead 
bodies  were  wafhed  on  fliore  at 
Rochelle,  and  many  more  on  the 
ids  of  Rhe. 

7.  They  write  from  Metz  the 
following  extraordinary  adventure  : 
a  young  girl  in  love  with  a  foldier 
of  the  garrifon,  knowing  him  in- 
difpofed,  and  obliged  to  be  on  duty 
at  midnight,  during  the  late  incle¬ 
mency  of  the  weather,  went  to  fee 
him,  an  d  finding  her  poor  fweer- 


heart  quite  benumbed  with  cold, 
prefled  him  to  go  and  warm  himfelf 
in  her  room,  which  was  not  very- 
far,  while  die  would  remain  in  his 
place.  The  foldier  refufed  for  fome 
time,  but  at  lad  yielded  to  the  ten¬ 
der  felicitations  of  his  Dulcinea. 
The  moment  he  was  gone,  die  wrapt 
herfelf  in  his  great  coat,  and  began 
to  walk  a  la  militaire  with  the  Are- 
lock  on  her  fhoulder.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  the  round  going  by,  the  cor¬ 
poral  afked  her  the  order,  which, 
not  being  able  to  anfwer,  die  was 
detected  and  taken  to  the  guard¬ 
house,  where  die  related  her  dory. 
Her  lover  was  immediately  fetched, 
and  being  found  almoll  dead,  though 
before  a  good  dre,  he  was  revived 
by  means  of  fome  cordial,  and  put 
in  prifon  the  next  morning.  He  is 
now  going  to  be  tried,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  but  he  will  be  call,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  ftriCtnefs1  of  military 
laws.  It  is,  however,  fuppofed  that 
he  will  eadly  obtain  his  pardon. 
The  ladies  are  greatly  in  his  intered^ 
and  fome  of  them  have  already  fub- 
feribed  for  the  paraphernalia  of  his 
midrefs  if  he  choofes  to  marry  her. 

— .  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addredes  to  his  majedy  from  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  Exeter  ;  from  the  free¬ 
men,  freeholders,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  borough  of  Plymouth  ;  from 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  o£ 
the  borough  of  Launcellon  ;  from 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  capital  bur- 
gefles,  and  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Sudbury,  in  the 
county  of  Suffolk  ;  from  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  clergy,  merchants,  ■  manu¬ 
facturers,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Wolverhampton,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford  ;  from  the  ma¬ 
gi  dr  ates  and  town  council  of  the 
burgh  of  Dyfart;  and  from  the  jus¬ 
tices  of  the  peace,  commidioners  of 
fupply,  and  heritors  of  the  county 

of 
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of  Perth  •  humbly  thanking  his 
majeffy  for  the  difmiffion  of  his  late 
rainifters. 

so.  At  a  court  of  common  coun¬ 
cil,  before  the  right  honourable  the 
lord-mayor,  the  aldermen  Alfop, 
Crofby,  yownfend,  Efdaile,  Wilkes, 
Lewes,  Plomer,  Newnham,  Clark, 
Wright,  Hart,  Sainfbury,  Kitchen, 
Burnell,  Sanderfon,  Gill,  Hopkins, 
Batespthe  two  fheriffs,  and  a  very 
refpefiable  number  of  commoners  : 

The  thanks  of  the  court  were 
voted  to  the  right  honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Pitt,  for  his  able,  upright, 
and  difintereffed  condudt,  as  firff 
lord  of  the  treafury  and  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  on  the  prefent 
alarming  and  critical  juncture  of 
affairs. 

The  court  alfo  unammoufly  voted 
the  freedom  of  the  city  to  be  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  gold  box  pf 
the  value  of  one  hundred  guineas, 
as  a  mark  of  gratitude  for  and  ap¬ 
probation  of  his  zeal  and  afliduity 
in  fupporting  the  legal  prerogatives 
of  the  crown  and  the  conffitutional 
rights  of  the  people  ;  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  wait  on  him  there¬ 
with. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  to  ac¬ 
knowledge,  with  the  deepeft  gra¬ 
titude,  the  late  timely  interference 
of  the  houfe  of  lords  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  our  excellent  conffitution, 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  of 
every  branch  of  the  legiflature ; 
which,  after  fome  debate,  was  car¬ 
ried  by  a  great  majority. 

— -  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
an  addrefs  to  his  majeffy  from  the 
citizens  and  principal  inhabitants  of 
Exeter,  expreffive  of  their  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  majeffy ’s  perfon  and 
government,  and  declaring  that  it 
is  not  their  intention  to  engage  in 
any  meafure  that  may  tend  to  em- 
barrafs  his  majefly’s  government, 
to  foment  the  alarming  diviffons  that 


at  prefent  prevail,  and  impede  the 
progrefs  of  thole  conciliatory  mea¬ 
sures  by  which  alone  the  public  peace 
can  be  reftored,  they  therefore  hope 
his  majeffy  will  be  gracioufly  pieaf- 
ed  to  call  to  his  councils  men  whole 
abilities  and  integrity  may  recom¬ 
mend  them  to  his  royal  favour,  and 
whofe  meafures  may  entitle  them  to 
the  full  confidence  and  fupport  of 
his  majeffy ’s  faithful  fubjefts.  Like- 
wife  addrefles  from  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Sarum  ;  from  the-  mayor, 
aldermen,  See.  of  Chipping  Wy¬ 
combe  ;  from  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  capital  burgefles  of  Preffon,  in 
Lancashire  ;  from  the  mayor,  bai¬ 
liffs,  and  burgefles  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed  ;  and  from  the  bailiff,  bur¬ 
gefles,  and  inhabitants  of  Chippen¬ 
ham;  on  the  removal  of  the  lute 
mi  niff  ry. 

1 1  *  Mention  has  been  made  of 
the  melancholy  fate  of  the  Athol 
Indiaman  ;  and  from  the  accounts 
it  was  concluded  that  all  on  board 
was  involved  in  the  fame  fate  :  fome, 
however,  were  preferved  almofi  mi- 
raculoufly,  among  whom  was  the 
furgeon,  from  whofe  letter  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars  are  extracted  : 

#  The  fecond  morning  after  our  ar¬ 
rival,  about  leven  o’clock  we  were 
alarmed  with  the  cry  of  fire  in  th$ 
lazaretto,  where  the  fpirits  are  kept ; 
the  flames  were  already  violent,  and 
fpreading  rapidly  :  immediately  un¬ 
der  the  lazaretto  is  the  powder  ma¬ 
gazine  ;  you  can  better  conceive 
than  I  defcribe  our  deplorable  fitu- 
ation  :  fix  tv  of  our  l'eamen  iinprefl- 
ed,  and  only  the  officers,  with  a 
very  few  who  remained,  to  fupprels 
a  dreadful  lire.  We  exerted  our- 
felves  to  the  utmoff,  hoiffed  a  %- 
nal,  and  fired  guns  of  diffrefs,  which 
foon  brought  great  numbers  to  our 
affi fiance.  Their  efforts  feeined  at 
laff  to  be  blefled  with  fuccefs  ;  the 
flames  became  moderate,  and  we 

began 
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began  to  tlrkik  ourfelves  fee u re  •  .  — .  The  Hinchinbrook  Indiaman 

fatal  fecurity  to  many  !  for  in  about  is  Wrecked  in  Bengal  river.  The  crew 
fifteen  minutes  from  eight  o’clock  and  the  cargo  are  fuppofed  to  be 

the  fhip  blew  up.  faved. 

I  was  dunned  and  thrown  down  13;  A  duel  was  fought,  in  a  field 
with  the  explcfion,  and  before  I  near  Little  Cheliea,  between  capt. 
could  recover  from  the  llrock,  a  yard  Chailes  Mofiyn  of  the  navy,  and 
fell  acrofs  me,  attended  with  much  capt.  Clarke  of  the  African  corps, 
excruciating  torture  ;  my  fight  fail4  which  terminated  in  the  death  of  the 
ed  me;  but  juft  as  I  was  finking,  i  former,  who  was  foot  through  the 
recovered  fo  far  as  to  ding  to  the  heart.  The  quarrel  originated  in 
fpar,  which  was  above  me,  and  the  defence  of  a  jew^  who  goes  about 
which  luckily  floated  me  to  the  fur-  diverting  company  by  taking  off 
face.  Vail  numbers  were  killed  on  Mr.  Fox.  Words  arofe  ;  capt. 


the  quarter-deck,  owing  to  all  the 
fipars  which  are  placed  along  the 
middle  of  the  fhip,  being  thrown 
upon  it.  I  was  carried  on  board  the 
Juno  frigate,  where  I  was  treated 
with  the  greater!  kindnefs  and  hu¬ 
manity,  and  am  now  thoroughly 
recovered. 

The  caufe  of  this  dreadful  affair 
was  the  villainy  and  careleifnefs  of 
©ur  cooper  and  ffeward,  who  were 
employed  in  Healing  liquors ;  they 
bad  fiuck  a  candle  a  gain  ft  a  beam, 
which  dropping  into  the  bucket  full 
of  fpirits,  immediately  fet  it  oil  fire, 
as  aifo  the  puncheon ;  they  at¬ 
tempted  to  Another  it  bv  putting  in 
the  bung,  but  it  inftafrtly  b  11  rtf  the 
cafk,  and  threw  the  burning  fpirits 
ali  over  the  lazaretto,  which  was 
full  of  fpirits,  oil,  pitch,  and  cord¬ 
age,  being  only  feparated  by  the' 
deck  from  the  magazine,  which  was 
diredflv  under  it. 

There  were  killed  by  this  melan¬ 
choly  accident,  7  lieutenants,  and 
97  petty  officers  and  Teamen  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  men  of  war  ;  two  officers 

O  / 

and  25  feamen  belonging  to  the  I11- 
diamen,  all  our  ofrieers,  with  about 
15  petty  officers  and  feamen,  and 
four  paffeng  -s.  Mr.  Ro  s,  mid- 
fhipman,  being  on  the  poop,  e leaped 
unhurt.  Many  more  were  laved, 
but  fome  with  fractured  limbs,  and 
other  wife  much  hurt. 


Mofiyn  grew  -violent,  and  capt. 
Clarke  was  reduced  to  the  neceifity 
of  infiftifig  on  an  apology,  or  call¬ 
ing  capt.  Mofiyn  to  an  account. 
Mr*  Mofiyn  was  a  gallant  officer, 
aged  25,  who  for  his  intrepid  beha¬ 
viour  was  made  poll  in  the  Solitaire, 
a  French  fhip  of  the  line,  taken  by 
the  Ruby.  Capt.  Clarke  hands 
high  ill  the  corps  to  which  he  be¬ 
longs  » 

16.  This  evening  the  jury  fat  at 
the  Albemarle  Arms,  in  Albemarle- 
ftreet,on  the  body  of  capt.  Mofiyn, 
of  the  navy,  who  was  killed  in  a 
duel  on  Friday  laft,  at  three  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  in  a  field  near  Lo~ 
chee’s  Academy,  Little  Chelfea,  by 
captain  Clarke,  of  the  army  ;  which 
bailed  front  fix  in  the  evening  till  four 
in  the  morning,  when  they  brought 
in  their  verdict  manflaughter,againft 
John  Montague  Clarke,  efq. 

17.  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreffes  to  his  majefty  from  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  citizens  of 
Bath  ;  from  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  citizens  of  Worcefter;  from 
the  bailiffs,  magiffrates,  flieriff,  &c. 
of  the  city  and  clofe  of  the  cathe¬ 
dral  church  of  Litchfield  j  from  the 
gentlemen,  merchants,  manufac¬ 
turers,  and  traders  of  Birmingham  ; 
from  the  portreeve,  bailiff,  &c.  of 
Honiton  ;  from  the  merchants,  trad¬ 
ers,  Stc.  of  Dartmouth,  in  Devon  ; 

from 


OCCURRENCES. 


i  784.3 

from  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  bur- 
geffes  of  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hard- 
refs,  in  Devon ;  and  from  the  gentle¬ 
men,  clothiers,  &c.  of  Trowbridge, 
on  the  removal  of  the  late  minif- 
try,  &c. 

20.  Thecaufe  between  Mr  .Mack* 
lin  and  Mr.  Colman  was  determined 
In  the  court  of  King’s-bench,  after 
having  been  outftanding  nearly  ele¬ 
ven  years.  The  ground  of  the  fuit 
Was  this  s  Mr.  Macklin,  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1773,  entered  upon  an  en¬ 
gagement  as  an  adtor  of  the  Covent- 
garden  company ,  for  three  years, 
at  a  falary  of  400L  per  feafon, 
with  a  benefit.  On  the  18th  of 
November,  in  eonfequence  of  a 
quarrel  that  had  arifen  between  him 
and  lome  of  the  piay-houfe  fre¬ 
quenters  of  that  day,  a  riot  took 
place  in  the  theatre,  and  he  was 
driven  from  the  ftage,  the  ma¬ 
nagers  not  daring  to  let  him  ap* 
pear  again.  The  latter  confidered 
this  as  an  incapacitation  of  Macklin 
to  perform  his  part  of  the  engage¬ 
ment,  and  fuppofed  the  contract 
neceffarily  diffoived,  Macklin,  on 
the;  contrary,  having fent  regularly  to 
demand  his  falary,  and  offered  to  play 
any  charadterthe  managerfhouldap- 
point,  commenced  a  fuit  in  chancery 
for  the  recovery  of  his  falary,  and  an 
averaged  amount  of  profits  for  his 
benefits.  After  filing  bills  and 
crofs  bills,  and  various  expenfive 
and  tedious  proceedings  in  equity, 
he  was  adviled  to  try  for  a  remedy 
at  common  law,  and  accordingly 
brought  an  adirion  on  the  cafe  in  the 
court  of  King’s-bench,  v/hich  came 
on  for  hearing  lafb  Friday.  Sir 
Thomas  Davenport,  as  counlel  for 
Mr.  Macklin,  opened  his  cafe  to 
the  court,  and  called  evidence  to 
prove  the  fubftantial  fadts.  Mr. 
Bearcroft  then,  as  counfel  for  Mr. 
Colman,  opened  the  defence,  and, 
if  he  could  have  fubfbmtiated  it,  a 


very  flrong  one  it  was :  before, 
however,  any  witneffes  were  called, 
in  its  fupport,  lord  Mansfield  re¬ 
commended  a  compromife.  Mr. 
Macklin  rofe,  and  informed  the 
court  he  had  offered  long  iince  to 
leave  it  to  the  arbitration  of  any  one 
merchant,  or  any  one  lawyer  in  the 
kingdom,  and  that  he  was  then 
ready  to  abide  by  the  deciiion  of 
any  one  of  the  jury*  Lord  Mans¬ 
field  complimented  Mr*  Macklin  on 
his  candour  and  fairnefs  ;  and  it 
relied  with  Mr.  Colman  how  the 
matter  was  to  terminate.  Mr.  Col¬ 
man  declared,  that  he  had  never 
before  heard  of  the  plaintiff’s  being 
ready  to  fubmit  the  cafe  to  the  ar¬ 
bitrament  of  an  individual,  or  he 
would  have  clofed  with  him  on  the 
propofition  ;  and  that  he  would  do 
fo  then,  provided  the  matter  could 
be  fo  adj lifted  that  he  could  be  ie- 
eure  that  no  more  than  his  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  fum  awarded  to  Mr» 
Macklin  fhould  fall  upon  him*. 
Mr.  Colman  explained  what  he 
meant,  by  dating,  that  the  engage¬ 
ment  was  for  three  years,  in  only 
the  firft  of  which  he  had  an.  interest - 
in  Covent-garden  theatre,  though 
the  action  was  brought  againft  hum 
nominally  for  the  whole  fum  claim¬ 
ed,  as  the  adting  manager  at  the 
time  Mr.  Macklin  was  engaged  for 
the  three  years,  lord  Mansfield 
told  Mr.  Colman,  that  being  the 
defendant,  he  imuft  pay  the  whole 
fum,  be  the  award  what  it  might ; 
but  that  his  partners  were  bound  to 
pay  their  proportions  to  him,  and 
it  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  they 
would  hefitate  to  difeharge,  what 
the  law  would  oblige  them  to  pay, 
if  they  did  make  any  heiitation  upon 
the  fubjedt.  His  lordfhip  then  laid, 
he  would  fettle  the  matter  if  the 
parties  approved.  This  being  af- 
i'ented  to  by  Mr.  Macklin  and  Mr. 
Colman,  his  lordffip  laid,  he  con¬ 
fidered 
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fidered  a  riot  in  a  theatre,  of  the 
fort  in  q mutton,  as  a  common  cala¬ 
mity,  by  which  the  manager  and 
performer  were  equal  fufferers,  and 
therefore  he  fhouki  halve  the  mat¬ 
ter,  and  as  Mr.  Macklin.  had  brought 
his  adtion  for  ioool.  award  him 
500I.  and  each  party  to  pay  their 
own  cods.  This  was  cheerfully  ac¬ 
ceded  to  by  Mr.  Macklin  and  Mr. 
Col  man,  and  a  rule  drawn  to  en¬ 
force  the  decilion,  and  tie  up  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  from  com¬ 
mencing  any  future  fuifc  or  fuits 
upon  the  fubjedL  Some  civilities 
patTed  between  lord  Mansfield  and 
Mr.  Macklin,  and  the  latter,  before 
hie  went  out  of  court,  allured  bis 
lordfhip,  that  he  had  never  known 
what  juftice  or  equity  was  before. 

2 1 .  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreffes  to  his  majefty  from  the 
county  of  Denbigh,  the  citizens  of 
Briftol,  the  city  of  Wells,  the  town 
of  Wolverhampton,  the  borough  of 
New  Windfor,  the  borough  of  An¬ 
dover,  the  borough  of  Lynn  Regis, 
the  town  of  Lancafter,  the  borough 
of  St.  Alban’s,  the  borough  of 
Marlborough,  and  from  the  cham¬ 
berlains  and  common  council,  free¬ 
holders,  and  other  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Alnwick,  on  the 
difmiffion  of  the  late  miniffry,  and 
the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs. 

23.  We  are  allured  that  the  right 
honourable  the  earl  of  Stamford  has 
mod  obligingly  accepted  of  the  of¬ 
fice  of  president  of  the  Humane 
Society  ;  and  that  lord  Willoughby 
de  Broke,  lord  Beauchamp,  lir  Jo- 
feph  Andrews,  bart.  the  honourable 
Philip  Bouverie,  Mr.  alderman 
Sawbridge,  Dr.  Lettfom,  Edward 
Bridgen,  efq.*  and  James  Horsfall, 
efq.  have  alfo  accepted  the  offices 
of  vice-prefidents  to  this  charity. 

24.  This  night’s  gazette  con¬ 
tains  addreffes  to  his  majefty  from 
the  county  of  Berks ;  from  the 
county  of  Cornwall from  the  city 


of  Aberdeen  ;  from  the  county  of 
Oxford,  from  the  town  of  Shrevvf- 
bury  ;  from  the  town  of  Kingftori- 
upon-Hull ;  from  the  town  and 
port  of  Folkftone  ;  from  the  town 
and  port  of  Dover ;  from'  the  county 
of  Wilts ;  from  the  county  of  York ; 
and  from  the  borough  of  Abing¬ 
don,  on  the  difmiftion  of  the  late 
miniftry,  &c.  See, 

Dublin  Caftle,  Feb .  24.  The  duke 
of  Rutland,  who  embarked  at  Ho¬ 
lyhead  laft  night,  on  board  his  ma- 
jefty’s  yacht*  the  Dorfet,  arrived 
fafe  in  the  harbour  about  one 
o’clock  this  afternoon.  His  grace 
was  received  at  landing  by  the  lord- 
mayor  and  fheriffs  of  the  city  of 
Dublin.  The  regiments  of  foot  in 
garrifon  lined  the  ftreets  through 
which  his  grace  paffed  to  the  Caftle, 
attended  by  a  fquadron  of  horfe. 
His  trrace,  on  his  arrival  at  the 

o  }  e 

Caftle,  wras  introduced  in  form  to 
the  earl  of  Northington,  who  re¬ 
ceived  him,  fitting  under  the  canopy 
of  ftate,  in  the  prefence  chamber. 
A  council  met  at  five  o’clock,  and  a 
proceffion  was  made  from  the  pre¬ 
fence  chamber  to  the  council  cham¬ 
ber,  where  his  grace’s  commiffion 
u^as  read,  and  the  oaths  adminiftered 
to  him,  after  which,  his  grace  hav¬ 
ing  received  the  fword  from  the 
earl  of  Northington,  and  being  in- 
veiled  with  the  collar  of  the  moil 
illuftrious  order  of  St.  Patrick,  the 
great  guns  in  his  majefty’s  park  the 
Phoenix,  were  lired,  and  anfwered 
by  the  regiments  on  duty.  His 
grace  then  repaired  to  the  pre- 
fence  chamber,  where  he  received 
the  compliments  of  the  nobility  and 
other  perfons  of  diftindtion,  upon 
his  grace’s  fafe  arrival  to  take  upon 
him  the  government  of  this  king¬ 
dom. 

D uhlin-C ajlle ,  Feb.  26.  This  day, 
about  two  o’clock,  the  earl  of 
Northington,  late  lord  lieutenant 
of  this  kingdom,  left  the  caftle,  in 

order 
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Order  to  embark  on  board  his  ma¬ 
le  fly’s  yacht  the  Dorfet,  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  England. 

His  grace  the  duke  of  Rutland, 
lord  lieutenant,  and  the  earl  of 
Northington,  went  tog-ether  from 
the  caflle  in  a  coach  drawn  by  fix 
horfes,  and  preceded  by  a  leading 
coach  and  fix,  in  which  were  the 
officer^  of  fiate,  to  the  South  Wall. 
They  were  efcorted  by  a  fquadron 
of  horfe,  and  at’ ended  by  a  great 
number  of  the  nobility  and  perfons 
of  d  iff:  net  ion,  the  lord-mayor,  fhe- 
jiffs,  feveral  of  the  aldermen  and 
principal  citizens  in  their  carriages, 
followed  by  a  concourfe  of  people 
to  the  water  fide.  Thefireets  were 
lined  by  the  regiments  of  infantry 
on  Dublin  duty  ;  and  the  earl  of 
North! ngton  received  every  demon¬ 
stration  of  refpecf  as  he  palled 
through  the  fireets  from  the  people, 
who  teftified  their  regard  by  re¬ 
peated  wiihes  for  his  welfare  and 
fafe  return  to  England. 

27.  Mr.  Recorder  made  his  re¬ 
port  to  his  majefiy  of  the  following 
convids  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate : 

John  Afh,  Thomas  Welch,  John 
Lee,  Daniel  Hickman  alias  Lick¬ 
ings,  Thomas  Ledger,  George 
Allen,  Anne  Moore,  Sarah  Par¬ 
tridge,  George  Milton,  Thomas 
Jones,  Jofeph  Dunnage,  Jofeph 
Clark,  Jofeph  Harrifon,  William 
Bell,  John  Parker,  Samuel  Gaf- 
coyne,  and  William  Clarke  ;  when 
his  majefiy  was  pleafed  to  order 
George  Allen,  Thomas  Ledger,  jo¬ 
feph  Clarke,  John  Lee,  John  Afh, 
and  Thomas  Welch,  for  execution 
on  Thurfday  next  the  4th  infi.  in 
the  Old-Bailey. 

28.  The  committee  appointed  to' 
prefent  the  freedom  of  the  city  to 
rhe  right  hon.  William  Pitt,  went 
in  proceffion,  preceded  by  the  city 
marfhal,  and  accompanied  by  the 
fide  riffs  and  town-clerk,  to  his  houfe 
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in  Berkeley-fquare,  from  whence 
that  gentleman  accompanied  them 
to  Grocers  Hall,  in  the  Poultry  (of 
which  company  he  had  accepted  the 
freedom),  where  an  elegant  enter¬ 
tainment  was  provided  in  honour 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  it  is  faid,  at  not  lefs 
than  1 000  guineas  expence.  When 
they  reached  Temple -Bar  the  co¬ 
lours  of  the  city  and  of  the  grocers 
company  were  carried  before  the 
proceffion  in  their  way  to  Grocers 
Hall,  It  was  attended  by  a  prodi¬ 
gious  concourfe  of  people.  After 
Mr.  Pitt  had  taken  the  oath,  ufu- 
ally  adminifiered  to  freemen  upon 
their  admiffion,  Mr.  Wilkes  addreif- 
ed  him  as  follows  : 

Sir, 

I  give  you  joy,  and  I  congratu¬ 
late  the  city  of  London  on  the  im¬ 
portant  acquifition  it  has  this  day 
made.  I  reckon  it,  fir,  among 
the  mofi  fortunate  events  of  my  life, 
that  I  have  the  honour  of  being  di¬ 
rected  by  the  unanimous  refolutiont 
of  the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
common-council,  to  enrol  your 
name  in  the  archives  of  this  metro¬ 
polis  among  thofe  princes  and  he¬ 
roes  who  have  been  the  benefadors 
of  our  country,  and  the  friends  of 
mankind,  with  the  glorious  deli¬ 
verer  of  this  nation,  with  the  hero 
of  Culloden,  with  the  illufirious 
fiatefman  from  whom  you  derive 
your  defeent.  1  he  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  fir,  with  pride  and  exulta¬ 
tion,  now  behold  revived  in  the  fon 
thofe  lolid  virtues,  finning  talents, 
and  powerful  eloquence,  which 
they  long  admired  in  the  father,  but 
above  all  that  generous  love  of  our 
country,  and  its  divine  conflitu- 
tion,  fuperior  to  the  groveling,  for¬ 
did  views  of  private  felf-interefi,  or 
perfonal  ambition.  You  have,  fir, 
thus  early  in  your  minifierial  ca¬ 
reer,  commanded  the  efieem  and 
admiration  of  this  city  and  nation, 
by  a  noble  ad  of  diiintereftednefs  in 
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favour  of  the  public,  for  which  I 
believe  you  fcarcely  could  find  a 
precedent,  nor  I  fear  will  you  be 
imitated  by  any  future  minifter. 

We  look  up,  fir,  to  that  fupe- 
rior  ability,  and  purity  of  public 
-virtue,  which  diftinguiih  you,  for 
the  reformation  of  many  abufes,  as 
well  as  the  fteady  protection  of  our 
chartered  rights,  property,  and 
freedom.  The  admin  i  ft  rat  ion  of 
vour  noble  father  gave  us  lecurity 
at  home,  carried  the  glory  of  this 
nation  to  the  utmoft  height  abroad, 
and  extended  the  bounds  of  the  em¬ 
pire  to  countries,  where  the  Roman 
eagle  never  flew,  A  late  admini- 
it  rat  ion  undertook  an  unjuft  and 
wicked  war,  which  difmembered 
the  empire  by  depriving  us  of  our 
molt  valuable  colonies,  and  has 
brought  us  almoft  to  the  brink  of 
bankruptcy.  To  reftore  this  king¬ 
dom  to  any  degree  of  profperity 
and  greatnefs,  demands  the  utmoft 
exertions  of  virtue  and  ability,  with 
every  fupport  both  of  the  crown 
and  people  at  large.  I  hope  you 
will  meet  with  both,  and  1  know 
how  high  you  ftand  in  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  the  public.  Much  is  to 
l}e  done  ;  but  you1  have  youtk,  ca¬ 
pacity,  and  firmnefs.  It  is  the 
charadieriftic  of  a  true  patriot  ne¬ 
ver  to  defpair,  and  we  have  a  well- 
grounded  hope  of  your  making  us 
again  a  great,  powerful,  happy, 
and  united  people,  by  a  beady,  uni¬ 
form,  wife,  and  dilinterefled  con¬ 
duct.  Your  noble  father,  fir,  an¬ 
nihilated  party,  and  I  hope  you 
will  in  the  end  bear  down  and  con¬ 
quer  the  hydra  -  of  faction,  which 
now  rears  its  hundred  heads  againft 
you.  I  remember  his  faying,  that 
for  the  good  of  the  people  he  dared 
to  look  the  proudeft  connections  of 
this  country  in  the  face.  1  truft 
that  the  fame  fpirit  animates  his 
fon,  and  as  he  has  the  fame  fup¬ 
port  of  the  crown  arid  the  people, 
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I  am  firmly  perfuaded  that  the  fame 
fuccefs  will  follow. 

Mr.  PIT  i  ’s  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Cham¬ 
berlain  Wilkes. 

SIR, 

I  beg  to  return  you  my  beft 
thanks  for  your  very  obliging  ex- 
preffions.  Nothing  can  be  more 
encouraging  to  me,  in  the  difeharge 
of  my  public  duty,  than  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  thole,  whom,  from  this 
day,  I  may  have  the  honour  of 
calling  my  fellow-citizens. 

We  are  extremely  forry  to  learn 
that  the  mob  on  Saturday  night 
broke  many  windows  as  they  went 
along,  and  in  St.  James’s  ftreet  an 
affray  happened  between  them  and 
a  parcel  of  chairmen  at  Brookes’s, 
in  which  the  latter  proved  trium¬ 
phant,  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  obliged 
to  quit  his  carriage  and  retire  to 
White's  tor  protection.  His  coach 
was  much  injured,  and  the  mob 
that  dragged  it  went  and  broke  Mr, 
Fox’s  windows  in  St.  James’s  Place 
in  revenge. 

— .  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
add  relies  from  Weftrqinfter,  Durham, 
Worcefter,  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne, 
Buckingham,  Newark  upon  Trent, 
Maidftone,  Aylefbury,  Sandwich, 
Lanerk,  Glalgow,  and  Dundee, 
humbly  thanking  his  majefty  torthe 
recent  change  he  has  been  pleaied 
to.  make  in  his  councils, 

MAR  C  H, 

i«  The  fervants  of  the  duke  de 
Chartres  arrived  at  the  duke’s  houie 
in  Portland  Place,  and  his  grace  is 
hourly  expected  from  France. 

2.  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreftes  to  his  majefty  from  the 
town  of  Falmouth  ;  from  the  bo¬ 
rough  qf  Daventry,  in  Northamp- 
tonihire  ;  from  the  town  and  coun¬ 
ty  or  Poole;  from  Wareham,  in 
Dorfetfhire  ;  from  Penryn,  in  Corn¬ 
wall  ;  from  the  city  of  QUftgqw  $ 
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from  Dumfries ;  fromDumfermlipc ; 
from  Innerkeithing  ;  from  Queenf- 
jberry  ;  and  from  Sterling  :  on  the 
prefen  t  fituation  of  public  affairs. 

4.  This  morning  were  executed 
in  the  Old  Bailey,  oppofite  New¬ 


,  pur 


fuant  to  their  ientence,  the 


gate 

fix  following'  convidts,  viz.  John 
Lee,  for  forging  a  bill  of  exchange 
for  1 5 1.  on  the  office  of  ordnance  ; 
John  _Ath,  for  perfonating  Mr. Tho¬ 
mas  Eaton,  proprietor  of  750I.  four 
per  cent,  con  fob  annuities,  and 
transferring  the  fame  ;  1  homas 

Ledger,  and  George  Allen,  for 
breaking  into  the  houfe  of  John 
Doudy,  and  healing  20s.  i®  half¬ 
pence  ;  Thomas  Welch,  for  break- 
ins;  into  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Dud- 
worth,  and  healing  feveral  things, 
and  for  privately  healing  in  the  (hop 
of  Thomas  Moore, .two  gold  watches, 
and  a  metal  watch ;  and  Jofeph 
Clark,  for  returning  from  tranfport? 
ation  before  the  expiration  of  his 
fentence.  They  all  behaved  very 
penitent,  and  were  turned  off  at 
bight  o’clock, 

Mr.  Lee,  one  of  the  unhappy 
convidfs,  was  born  and  educated  a 
gentleman ;  he  poffeffed  a  hrong 
underhanding  and  polifned  man¬ 
ners.  When  very  young,  he 
entered  the  army  as  an  enfign, 
and  by  force  of  merit  and  addrefs  he 
obtained  a  company.  His  compa¬ 
nions  were  of  the  fjrft  rank,  which 
led  him  into  expence,  and  obliged 
him  to  fell  his  commiffion.  He  then 
attached  himfelf  to  Mbs  J—  - — ,  the 
adtrefs,  and  went  upon  the  hage, 
where,  notwithstanding  his  accom- 
pliffiments,  he  made  but  an  indiffe¬ 
rent  figure.  While  they  were,  as  4 
part  of  the  Edinburgh  company, 
playing  at  the  theatre  of  Aberdeen, 
theyr  were  encouraged  to  open  an 
academy  for  teaching  the  Eng- 
lifti  language.  Mrs.  Lee  was  much 
patronized,  and  had  the  daughters 
of  the  principal  gentry  in  the  coun¬ 


try  at  her  houfe.  Captain  Lee  waf 
too  fond  of  gambling,  long  to  pre- 
fem  e  his  character  in  a  place,  where, 
though  they  are  lefs  rigid  than  other 
parts  of  Scotland,  they  yret  pay"  at¬ 
tention  to  the  morals  of  thole  whq> 
are  invefted  with  public  duties ;  and 
on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Lee,  he  was 
again  fuffercd,  without  regret,  to 
go  abroad  into  the  world.  He  re¬ 
newed  his  acquaintance  with  the 
ftage,  and  flayed  at  Portfmouth 
and  other  theatres,  A  few  day"s 
previous  to  the  commiffion  of  the 
crime  for  which  he  fuftered,  he  ar¬ 
rived  in  London  without  a  farthing, 
and  being  literally  ffarving,  and 
afharned  to  beg,  urged  by  the  calls 
of  nature,  he  went  to  the  Rofe 
tavern,  in  Bridges -ftreet,  where 
he  had  often  fpent  large  fums, 
and  having  dined,  borrowed  from 
the  proprietor  of  the  houfe  a  gui¬ 
nea  and  a  half,  giving  him  as  fecuri- 
ty  a  paper  purporting  to  be  lord 
Townfhend’s  draft  on  the  ordnance 
office ;  the  draft  being  offered  for 
payment,  was  Hopped,  and  Mr. 
Lee  being  foon  after  apprehended, 
was  tried  and  convidted,  &c.  His 
friends  did  every  thing  that  friend- 
lb  ip  could  didfate  to  lave  his  life, 
but  in  vain. 

Mr.  Lee  requefted  that  he  might 
give  the  fignal  for  the  executioner 
to  put  a  period  to  their  exigence, 
which  being  granted,  after  a  few 
moments  private  ejaculations,  hq 
dropped  his  handkerchief,  and  the 
falfe  bottom  on  which  they  Hood  in 
an  inflant  fell  in,  and  deprived 
them  of  all  fenfe.  Mr.  Lee  made 
fome  few  momentary  ffruggles. 

— .  At  a  general  court  of  the  gover¬ 
nors  of  bt.  Bartholomew’s  Hofpital, 
William  Pitcairn,  M.  D.  prefident 
of ‘the  College  of  Phylicians,  was 
unanimoufly  elected  treafurerof  the 
laid  hofpital  in  the  room  of  John 
Darker,  efq,  deceafed. 

— .  A  ruftic  monument  has  lately 

been 
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been  eredled  to  the  memory  of 
the  unfortunate  Chatterton,  in  a 
very  romantic  fpot  belonging  to 
Philip  Thickneffe,  efq.  about  half 
a  mile  from  Bath.  It  is  a  rude,  but 
fubftantial  Gothic  arch,  raifed  be¬ 
tween  two  hills,  over  which  is 
placed  the  profile,  in  relief,  of  the  la¬ 
mented  youth,  and  underneath  an 
infeription,  purporting,  that  ‘  ‘though 
Iiis  days  were  fhort  and  miferable, 
yet  his  fame  (hall  live  for  ever.”  In 
the  back  ground  are  a  broken  lyre 
and  a  young  laurel  nipped  in  the 
bud.  This  token  of  afte&on  to 
Chatterton’?  memory  has  excited 
great  curiofity,  and  Mr.  Thick- 
neffe’s  beautiful  hermitage  is  con- 
fkantly  vifited  by  all  perfons  diftin- 
guiilied  for  their  tafte  or  fenti¬ 
me  nt. 

6.  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreffes  to  his  majefty  from  the  ci¬ 
tizens  of  Briftol ;  from  the  borough 
of  Truro  ;  from  the  tow  n  of  Chard; 
from  the  borough  of  Warwick ; 
from  the  borough  of  Tam  worth, 
in  the  counties  of  Warwick  and 
Stafford;  from  the  county  of  De¬ 
von;  from  the  county  of  Bucks; 
from  theborough  of  Bridport ;  from 
the  county  of  Fife  ;  from  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Kirkcaldy ;  from  the 
fibre  of  Linlithgow ;  and  the  anci¬ 
ent  and  loyal  burgh  of  Ayr,  on  the 
prefent  date  of  affairs,  the  difmif- 
fion  of  the  late  minillry,  &c.  &c. 

g.  The  following  is  the  fub- 
ffance  of  the  letter  from  Scilly, 
which  gives  an  account  to  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  India  company  of  the 
lol's  of  the  Nancy  packet. 

“  A  perfon,  whofe  bufinefs  is  to 
attend  at  the  Scilly  Iflands,  on  fee¬ 
ing  fome  letters  waflied  on  fliore, 
which,  on  opening,  he  found  came 
from  India,  fufpeCing  fome  veiled 
from  that  part  of  the  world  to  be 
loff,  offered  a  Large  reward  for  any 
perfon  to  go  off;  they  accordingly 
difeovered  a  wreck  under  water 
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with  great  difficulty,  and  got  up  a 
packet  bag,  which  contained  feve- 
ral  letters. 

“  The  following  are  a  part  of  the 
paffengers  known  to  have  been  on 
board  the  Nancy  at  the  time;  Mr. 
Percy,  furgeon  to  fir  Edward 
Hughes ;  Mr.  Afhb timer,  late  of 
the  council  at  Bombay  ;  Mr.Bondf 
Mr.  Page  and  fon;  Mifs  A.  Thom- 
fori ;  capt.  Haldane  ;  his  firff  and 
fecond  mate;  Mr.  M‘Kenzie;  Mrs. 
Cargill,  and  an  infant  child  of 
twenty  months*  old.  The  bodies 
were  moflly  naked,  and  fuppofe-d'to 
have  been  in  bed  at  the  time.” 

— .  Mr.  Nefolt’s  divorce  bill  was 
read  a  third  time  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  and  palled. 

— .  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreffes  to  his  majeffy  from  the 
county  of  Stafford,  from  the  borough 
of  Cricklade  ;  from  the  borough  of 
Penryn  ;  from  the  county  of  Ber¬ 
wick  ;  from  the  provoff,  magis¬ 
trates,  and  town- council  of  the 
royal  burrow  of  Culrofs,  on  the 
difmiflion  of  the  late  minifters, 

io.  The  entertainment  at  Carle* 
ton  Houfe  was  one  of  the  gran  deft: 
fp.eftad.es  that  we  have  had  in  this 
country  for  years,  and  was  becom¬ 
ing  the  prince  of  a  free  nation. 
The  dinner  was  given  to  the  whole 
of  that  moft  refpeCabie  body  of 
gentlemen  who  have  affembled  at 
the  St.  Alban’s  Tavern,  with  the 
laudable  view  of  reconciling  the 
hoffile  parties  by  which  the  nation 
has  been  diftraCed,  and  bringing 
about  an  union  capable  of  conduc¬ 
ing  the  firong  meafures  neceffary  in 
fo  critical  a  moment.  The  ball  at 
night  exhibited  a  feene  of  beauty 
and  magnificence  unparalleled.  Lady 
Beauchamp’s  groupe,  confifting  of 
herfelf,  her  lifters,  the  Mifs  Ingrams, 
and  the  Mifs  Talbots,  were  faid  to  be 
the  moft  exquifitely  beautiful  of  any 
in  the  room.  They  were  all  five  iu 
Spanifh  dreffes,  uniforpn,  of  white 

crape 
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Craps  fpangled  With  gold,  and  orna¬ 
mented  with  precious  Hones.  They 
had  the  fined  effetd  in  the  dance* 

ii.  At  a  meeting  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  intereded  in  the  ifiand  of  Gre¬ 
nada,  the  Grenadines,  St.  Vincent, 
Dominica*  Tobago,  St.  Chrifto- 
pher,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat,  held 
at  the  London  Tavern,  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Young,  Bart,  in  the  chair  : 

Refmved  unanimoufly,  That  this 
meeting,  impreffed  with  the  deeped 
fenfe  of  gratitude  for  the  humani¬ 
ty,  jufiice,  and  gene  roll  tv,  fo  ex- 
emplarily  difplayed  by  his  excel¬ 
lency  Motifieur  le  Marquis  de  Boil- 
ille,  in  his  feveral  eonqueds  and 
chief  command  over  the  above 
i hands*  during  the  late  war,  beg 
leave  to  offer  to  his  excellency  this 
public  tedimony  of  their  veneration 
and  efteem. 

Refolved,  That  a  committee, 
confiding  of  Sir  Willidm  Young, 
Bart,  lieutenant  general  Robert 
Melville*  William  Woodley,  efq. 
Richard  Neave,  efq*  Walter  Nil- 
bet,  eft}.  Robert Udney,  efq*  John 
Anthony  Rucker,  efq.  do  wait  up¬ 
on  his  excellency  with  a  copy  of 
thefe  proceedings,  and  requed, 
that  he  will  honour  this  meeting 
with  his  company  to  dinner  at  this 
place,  on  fuch  a  day  as  may  be  mod 
agreeable  to  him  to  appoint,  with 
fuch  of  his  friends  and  countrymen 
as  he  may  pleafe  to  introduce. 

Relolved,  That  a  piece  of  plate 
be  prefented  to  Monfieur  Le  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Bouille,  in  the  name  and 
on  behalf  of  this  meeting,  as  a  fmall, 
but  grateful  tribute  due  to  his  mag¬ 
nanimity  and  jufiice,  and  that  the 
above  committee  do  caufe  the  faid 
piece  of  plate  to  be  prepared,  and 
to  have  fubferibed  thereon,  the  fub- 
flance  of  the  fird  refolution. 

Wi  lli  a  m  Yo  i  n  g,  Chairman . 

A  copy  of  the  above  proceedings 
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being  prefented  by  the  committee 
to  Monfieur  Le  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
his  excellency  was  pleafed  to  make 
the  following  reply. 

44  Gentlemen* 

“  I  return  you  my  acknowledg¬ 
ments  for  the  very  great  and  didin- 
guifhed  honour  you  have  done  me, 
of  which  I  entertain  the  warmed 
lenfe. 

u  My  condiud  towards  the  Wed- 
India  colonies,  which  fell  by  the 
fate  of  war,  under  the  dominion  of 
France,  was  fuch,  as  not  only 
flowed  from  the  examples  of  magna¬ 
nimity  and  judice,  given  by  ray 
fovereign,  but  was  the  natural  re¬ 
mit  of  that  high  edeem  and  confi- 
deration,  which  I  have  always  held 
for  a  nation,  fo  refpedable  and  re¬ 
nowned  as  that  of  Great-Britain.— 
I  cannot*  therefore,  but  wholly  at¬ 
tribute  the  value  you  arc  pleafed  to 
fet  on  my  aedions,  to  the  generality 
of  your  fentiments,  of  which  I  fhail 
preferve  a  condant  remembrance'.’9 

12*  A  report  was  made  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  whom  Sir  Afiiton  Lever’s 
petition  had  been  referred  ;  and  the 
fame  being  read,  a  motion  was  af¬ 
terwards  made 

46  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
enabling  Sir  A  Alton  Lever  to  dif- 
pofe  of  his  collection  of  fpecimens 
of  natural  hidory,  exhibited  in 
Leiceder  Fields,  by  way  of  chance, 
in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  mod  for 
his  benefit,.”  Upon  the  queftion 
put,  leave  was  given  accordingly. 

13.  Between  three  and  fout 
o’clock  Mr.  Pitt  went  as  privately 
as  poffible  in  a  friend’s  carriage,  at¬ 
tended  only  by  one  gentleman,  to 
Goldfmith’s  Hall,  Foder  Lane, 
whore  a  moft  elegant  dinner  was 
provided  for  him  by  the  company. 
The  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
who  were  invited,  among  whom 
(B)  were 
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were  earl  Temple,  earl  Chatham, 
lord  Sydney,  lord  Camelford,  lord, 
Mahon,  &c.  alfo  took  the  precau¬ 
tion  of  going  as  privately  as  poffi- 
ble,  fo  that  not  any  of  them  were 
difcovered  by  the  populace,  till 
they  were  turning  out  of  St,  Paul’s 
Church-yard  into  Cheapfide  ;  when 
Mr.  Pitt’s  carriage  being  joined 
by  one  of  the  ethers,  the  mob  dii- 
covered  him,  and  made  an  effort  to 
take  out  the  holies,  and  drag  him 
to  the  hall ;  but  he  prevailed  on 
them  to  the  contrary,  as  the  di- 
flance  he  had  to  go  was  fo  lhort. 

— .  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreffes  to  his  majefty,  from  the 
county  of  Anglefey  ;  from  the  town 
of  Liverpool  ;  from  the  town  of 
Bedford  ;  from  the  borough  of 
Boncafter  and  town  of  Rotherham, 
in  Yorkfliire;  from  the  grand  jury 
of  the  county  of  Bucks ;  from  the 
borough  of  Great  Marlow  j  from 
the  borough  of  Oakhampton  ;  from 
the  borough  of  Biddeford  ;  from  the 
borough  of  Stockbridge  ;  from  the 
borough  of  Saltafli ;  and  from  the 
borough  of  Harwich,  on  the  prelent 
fit  nation  of  affairs. 

1 6.  At  twelve  o’clock  lad  night 
the  lord  mayor  received  a  letter 
from  the  right  hon.  W.  Pitt,  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  relative 
to  an  execution  for  i8o,cool.  be¬ 
ing  levied  on  the  hon.  the  Eaft  India 
company.  Early  this  morning  his 
lord  (hip  Pent  for  the  fword-bearer, 
and  ordered  fummonfes  for  a  court 
of  aldermen  yefterday.  His  lord- 
fhip,  the  file  riffs,  and  feveral  alder¬ 
men  had  a  conference  for  two  hours 
on  this  extraordinary  occafion,  as 
the  execution  was  laid  to  be  not 
ftridlly  regular.  The  officer  who 
levied,  notwith Handing  the.large- 
nefs  of  the  demand,  executed  the 
writ  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
principals,  and  his  fees  amount  to 
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is.  6d<  in  the  pound,  being  13,000!. 
The  execution  was  for  duties  to  go¬ 
vernment,  and  it  is  faid  to  be  with¬ 
drawn  by  confent  of  miniflry. 

The  court  of  aldermen  have  fuf- 
pended  the  fecondary  of  the  Comp¬ 
ter  for  having  on  his  own  mere  mo¬ 
tion,  and  without  previous  autho¬ 
rity  from  the  fheriffs,  levied  the 
above  execution. 

The  above  circumftance  is  an 
additional  proof  of  the  bad  come* 
quences  the  pra&ice  of  felling  places 
in  the  city  is  liable  to.  The  fecon¬ 
dary  is  fo  far  the  deputy  of  the 
fheriffs  for  the  time  being,  that 
every  pecuniary  rifque,  officially 
incurred  by  the  imprudence  or 
mifcondudt  of  the  former,  bills  upon 
the  latter  ;  and  yet  the  fecondary’s 
place  being  a  purchafe,  the  fheriffs 
have  no  immediate  controui  over 
him. 

— .  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreffes  from  the  county  of  Effex, 
from  the  town  of  Sunderland,  from 
the  corporation  of  Penzance,  from 
the  borough  of  Tregony,  from  the 
borough  of  Afhburton,  from  the 
borough  of  Ludlow,  from  the  town 
ofPaifley,  from  the  town  of  Kil¬ 
marnock,  from  the  burgh  of  Kirk¬ 
cudbright,  and  from  the  city  of 
Aberdeen,  humbly  thanking  his 
majefty  for  the  appointment  of  his 
prefent  minifters.  Likewife  a  fe- 
cond  addrefs  from  the  inhabitants 
of  Ttegony,  expreffive  of  their  con¬ 
cern  at  the  prefent  diftradied  ftate 
of  the  Britilh  empire,  and  humbly 
imploring  his  majefty  to  call  inch 
men  into  his  fervice  as  have  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people. 

1 7.  The  following  affair  was  dif¬ 
covered  in  a  court  by  the  fide  of 
Fleet-Market.  Some  of  the  lodgers 
fmelt  fomething  offenfive  up  two 
pair  of  ftairs,  where  a  man  ana  his 

family 
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family  lodged,  and  calling  to  the 
children  to  open  the  door,  they  re¬ 
plied  they  could  not :  on  which  the 
people  burft  it  open,  when  they 
found  the  poor  woman  dead  upon 
the  bed,  and  four  children,  two 
boys  and  two  girls,  naked,  and  ai¬ 
med  ftarved  to  death,  three  of  them 
fo  weak  for  want  of  food,  that  they 
could  pot  hand*  The  eldeft  boy, 
whoeouldjuft  fpeak  to  be  under  flood, 
faid,  that  his  mother  died  the  13th 
of  February,  and  that  their  father 
left  them  foon  after.  The  parifh 
officers  were  fent  for,  who  ordered 
them  to  be  carried  in  chairs  to  the 
workhoufe,  and  great  care  to  be 
taken  of  them.  The  deceafed  was 
with  difficulty,  being  in  a  iiate  of 
putrefaction,  put  into  a  coffin,  to 
be  carried  to  the  workhoufe  for  in¬ 
terment. 

19.  The  fecond  reading  of  Mr. 
Chriftie’s  divorce  bill  wa-,  upon  mo- 
tioa  yefterday  in  thehoufe  of  peers, 
further  adjourned  to  Tuefday  the 
30th  inftant. 

20.  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
an  addrefs  from  the  prefbyterian 
irdniflers  of  the  general  fynod  of 
Ulfler,  in  Ireland,  expreffive  of  a 
fteady  attachment  to  his  majefty’s 
perfon  and  family,  and  of  grateful 
acknowledgements  for  his  maj city’s 
royal  munificence  in  augmenting 
the  royal  bounty  towards  them.  An 
addrefs  from  the  gentlemen,  clergy, 
freemen,  and  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Coventry,  prefented  by  the  right 
lion,  lord  Sheffield,  one  of  the  rc~ 
prefentatives  in  parliament  for  the 
faid  city  on  the  prefent  alarming 
lituation  of  affairs,  the  difmiffion  of 
the  late  miniftry,  and  expreffive  of 
a  firm  reliance  on  his  majefly’s  wif- 
dom  and  paternal  goodnefs  in  the 
employment  of  men  whofe  abilities 
and  unbiaffed  integrity  may  beft 
promotepthe  welfare  and  happinefs 


of  the  kingdom.  An  addrefs  from 
the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  commonal¬ 
ty  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  pre¬ 
fented  by  Richard  Hop.ins,  efq. 
with  afilirances  of  fidelity  and  attach¬ 
ment  to  his  majy fly’s  perfon  and  fa¬ 
mily,  and  congratulating  the  king 
on  his  appointment  of  the  prefent 
miniftry.  An  addrefs  from  the 
mayor  and  citizens  of  Rochefler  ; 
the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Tewkefbury  ;  the  freeholders,  jus¬ 
tices,  and  heritors  of  the  county  of 
Edinburgh  ;  thanking  his  majefty 
for  the  juft  exercife  of  his  preroga¬ 
tive,  &c.  An  addrefs  from  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Red¬ 
ruth,  lamenting  the  prefent  ftate  of 
public  affairs,  occasioned  by  a  want 
of  a  firm  and  united  adminiftration, 
and  expreffive  of  an-  earned:  hope 
that  his  111  a  jelly  will,  in  compliance 
with  the  withes-  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  call  into  his  councils  fuch. 
men  as  have  the  confidence  of  par¬ 
liament,  &e.  and  an  addrefs  from 
the  lord  provofl,  magiftrates,  and 
council  of  the  citv  of  Glafgow. 
thanking  his  majefiy  for  his  late  en¬ 
deavours  to  form  an  efficient,  firm, 
extended,  adminiftration,  the  j uft 
exercife  of  his  prerogative,  &c. 

— .  A  ffilver  ladle,  elegantly  en¬ 
graved  and  gilt,  given  by  the  right 
hon.  the  earl  of  Orford,  was  run  for 
in  the  park  at  Houghton,  by  grey¬ 
hounds,  the  property  of  farmer?,  m 
that  neighbourhood.  No  fewer 
than  thirty-two  dogs  appeared  on 
this  oecafion,  which  were  divided 
into  fix  boxdiare  courfes,  the  win¬ 
ner  of  each  again  ftarcing  in  two  di« 
vifions,  and  the  two  beft  of  thefe 
courfed  a  field-hare  for  the  prize, 
which  was  won  by  a  red  and  white 
dog  of  Mr,  Davy’s. 

23.  As  two  ladies  and  a  gentle¬ 
man  were  walking  from  Drury-lane 
theatre  to  their  carriage,  which 
(B  2)  flood 
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{food  a  fcW  paces  down  Catherine  - 
ftreet,  they  were  furrounded  by  a 
banditri-of  light-fingered  wretches 
who  ftruclc  the  gentleman  a  violent 
blow  on  his  bread,  and  then  robbed 
'  him  of  his  watch,  money,  and  every 
thing  about  him  ;  the  ladies  were 
roughly  treated,  but  their  long- 
cloaks  being  wrapped  round  them, 
prevented  their  pockets  from  being 
picked. 

— .  This  mght’s  gazette  contains 
addreffes  to  his  maj eft y  from  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders  of 
the  county  ot  Carnarvon  ;  from  the 
jullices  of  the  peace  of  the  county 
of  Invernefs ;  from  the  mayor,  al¬ 
dermen,  iheriffs,  common-council, 
gentlemen,  clergy,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  C heller  ;  from  the 
lords  of  manor,  clergy,  freeholders, 
merchants,  traders,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  port  of  Bridlington; 
from  the  mayor,  magiftrates,  bai¬ 
liffs,  and  inhabitants  of  Guildford  ; 
and  from  the  bailiff,  aldermen,  ca¬ 
pital  burgeffes,  free  burgeffes,  &c. 
of  New  Radnor,  in  Radnorfhire,  on 
the  difniiilkm  of  the  late  miniftry, 

24.  Early  this  morning  forne 
thieves  broke  into  the  back  part  of 
the  houfe,  inhabited  by  the  lord 
chancellor,  in  Great  Ormond  freer, 
having*  got  over  the  wall,  from  the 
fields,  into  the  garden,  and  from 
thence  into  the  area,  they  forced 
two  bars  of  the  kitchen  window,  and 
entered  the  houfe,  Having  thus 
gained  an  entrance,  they  went  up 
it  airs,  into  a  room  adjoining  the 
iludy,  where  they  found  the  great 
leal  of  England  ;  this  they  took 
from  out  the  two  bags,  in  which  ir  is 
always  kept,  carrying  away  with 
them  the  plain  feal  only,  or  rather 
ti  e  two  parts,  which  conflitute  the 
whole  ;  they  alfo  took  a  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney,  not  very  confiderable,  and 
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two  fiver  hilted  fwords,  having  firft 
drawn  them,  and  leaving  the  >icab- 
bards  behind.  Not  one  of  his  lord- 
flip’s  fervants  heard  them  during 
their  flay,  and  of  courfe  they  got 
off  with  rather  more  eafe  than  they 
got  in.  Thefe  midnight  robbers, 
left  behind  them  their  implement  of 
induflry,  a  plain  tool  well  tempered, 
and  calculated  as  well  for  a  weapon 
of  defence  (if  oppofed)  as  an  in- 
ffrument  for  forcing  of  locks. 

His  majelly  went  to  the  houfe  of 
peers,  and  was  pleafed  to  prorogue 
the  parliament  with  a  moil;  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

25.  The  parliament  was  diffolved 
by  royal  proclamation. 

27".  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
addreffes  from  Northumberland, 
Leiceiler,  Warwick,  Wenlock  in 
Salop,  Dorfet,  Wigtown,  and  two 
from  Aberdeen,  in  favour  of  the 
prefent  miniffry,  &c. 

20.  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll  for 
the  borough  of  Hertford,  the  num¬ 
bers  were 

For  Mr.  Calvert,  36$ 

Baron  Dimfdale,  292 
Mr.  Baker,  223 

Whereupon  the  two  former  were 
declared  duly  ele&ed. 

— .  AmeetingWas  holden  at  Guild¬ 
hall  for  nominating  four  perfons  to 
reprefent  the  city  of  London  in 
parliament,  when  the  fhew  of  hands 
was  declared  to  be  in  favout  of  fir 
Watkin  Lewes,  Mr.  Newnham, 
Mr.  Watfon,  and  Mr.  Pitt :  but  a 
poll  was  demanded  by  the  friends 
of  dlderman  Sawbridge,  Mr.  At- 
kinfon,  and  Mr.  Smith.  Aider- 
man  Pickett,  who  had  offered  his 
fer  vices,  declined  giving  any  fur¬ 
ther  trouble.  Among  other  fpi- 
rited  refolutions  agreed  to  in  the 
common  hall,  by  the  almoft  unani- 
mous  voice  of  the  liverymen  ever 
affembled,  the  moft  material  was  a 

toft. 
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teff,  that  they  would  to  the  utmoff 
of  their  power  inforce  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  their  conftituents  legally 
convened  in  common  hall  for  that 
purpofe,  or  refign  if  fuch  in  ft  ruc¬ 
tions  fhould  militate  againft  their 
judgment. 

3  1 .  Came  on  the  election  for  the 
town  of  Kingilon  upon  Hull,  and 
at  the  clbfe  of  the  poll  the  following 
day  at  noon,  the  numbers  were 

For  W.  Wilberforce,  efq.  807 
Samuel  Thornton,  efq.  751 
David  Hartley,  efq.  337 
Upon  which  the  two  former  were 
declared  duly  eleded. 

A  P  R  I  L* 

1.  This  day  being  appointed  by 
the  high  bailiff  for  the  nomination 
of  candidates,  to  rtprefent  the 
city  of  Weffminffer  in  parliament, 
an  immenfe  body  of  people  ailem- 
bled  in  Covent-Garden  before  ten 
trclock.  About  noon  lord  Flood 
and  fir  Cecil  Wray  afeended  the 
hu dings,  attended  by  a  numerous 
train  of  friends  ;  and  foon  after 
Mr.  Fox,  preceded  by  a  band  of 
mufic  and  feveral  dags,  arrived 
,  from  St.  James ’s-ffreet.*— -The  writ, 
with  the  ad  tb  prevent  bribery  and 
corruption  being  read,  the  feveral 
candidates,  lord  Hood,  fir  Cecil 
Wray,  and  Mr.  Fox  were  about  to 
be  nominated  as  candidates,  when 
thehigh  bailiff,  judging  it  impoffible 
to  colled  the  fenfe  of  the  eledors 
from  the  tumult  which  prevailed, 

.  was  of  opinion,  that  as  a  poll  had 
been  demanded  by  feveral  of  the  • 
eledors,  a  fhew  of  hands  was  not 
jieceffary  on  the  occafion. 

Mr.  Baker  came  forward,  and  exv 
preffed  his  wifh  that  the  fenle  of 
the  eledors  might  be  taken  by  the 
ufual  mode  of  a  fhew  of  hands,  but 
the  high  bailiff  perfiffing  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  the  point  was  given  up. 
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Mr.  Baker  made  a  long  fpeech 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  paded 
the  higheff  eulogiums  on  his  inte* 
grity  and  abilities,  and  recom¬ 
mended  him  in  the  warmeff  manner 
to  the  eledors.  He  was  anfwered 
by  \ 

Dr.Jebb,who  addreffed  the  people 
nearly  in  the  following  words  : — 
u  Before  I  fhall  enter  upon  the 
merits  of  the  gentleman  whom  I 
fhall  recommend  to  your  fuffrages, 

I  will  fpeak  upon  a  point  which 
bears  no  reference  to  party,  but 
which  immediately  and  highly  in- 
terefts  yourfelves.  Till  the  fpirit 
of  the  people  fhall  have  reffored 
the  primitive  conffitution  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  it  becomes  you,  when  dele¬ 
gating  a  truff  for  fo  long  a  term  as 
feven  years,  to  ufe  every  precau¬ 
tion  in  your  power  that  fo  impor¬ 
tant  a  truff  fhall  not  be  ab  uled. 
After  the  example  of  the  city  of 
London,  I  fliali  therefore  propole 
the  following  declaration,  which  I 
conceive  no  candidate,  that  means 
well  to  the  people,  can  objed  to. 

I  do  declare  upon  my  honour, 
that  upon  a  fair  figniffcation  q£  the 
wifhes  of  my  confiit\ients,  I  will 
either  ad  in  conformity  to  their  in- 
Ifrudions,  or  embrace  the  firft  op¬ 
portunity  of  vacating  my  feat.” 

Dr,  Jebb  then  proceeded  to  de¬ 
clare,  that,  in  order  to  warn  per- 
fons,  who  might  hereafter  obtain 
the  affedions  of  the  people,  agajnff 
infulting  their  honeff  feelings,  it 
became  them  to  ftievy  their  abhor¬ 
rence  of  the  coalition,  by  a  rejedion 
of  that  candidate,  who  had  failed 
the  paff  expedations  of  the  people 
of  England,  and  had  joined  with  a 
fet  of  men,  who  had  brought  this 
country  to  the  brink  of  deftrudion. 
He  declared  his  high  approbation 
of  the  parliamentary  condud  of  fir 
Cecil  Wray,  which  had  ever  been 
honourable,  uni  form,  and  confident  - 
(B  3 }  attcu* 
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attentive  to  bis  duties,  the  friend 
of  parliamentary  reform,  and  at¬ 
tached  from  principle  to  the  caufe 
of  freedom  ;  and  he  nominated  him 
with  full  confidence  that  he  would 
ferve  them  with  fidelity  and  zeal. 

Mr.  Fox  advanced  next,  but  the 
unceafing  clamour  and  applaufe  he 
received,  prevented  him  from  fay¬ 
ing  more  than  a  few  words,  wdiich 
could  not  be  diftincily  heard. 

Lord  Hood  and  fir  Cecil  Wray 
then  came  forward.  Lord  Hood 
was  heard  for  a  few  minutes  ;  he 
declared  he  had  no  perfonal  with  to 
gratify,  in  offering  himfelf  a  candi¬ 
date  ;  his  only  ambition  was  to 
ferve  his  country,  and  if  the  elec¬ 
tors  thought  proper  to  honour  him 
with  their  voluntary  fuffrages,  he 
Jhould  confider  it  as  one  ot  the 
g  re  ate  If  honours  of  his  life. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  made  feveral  at¬ 
tempts  to  fpeak,  but  to  no  purpofe  ; 
the  tumult  became  immoderate 
whenever  he  appeared. 

At  Wood’s  hotel  enfigns  of  the 
French  and  Spanifli  nations  taken 
by  admiral  Hood  during  the  late 
war  were  difplayed,  and  a  band  of 
mufic,  playing  Britons  flrike  home, 
was  feated  in  the  windows  of  the 
hotel. — A  flag  was  difplayed  before 
the  hu flings,’  on  which  was  written, 
Lord  Hood,  Sir  Cecil  Wray  ; — No 
Bribery  ;■ — No  Receipt  Tax;  and 
under  thefe  words,  the  Ville  de 
Paris  was  difplayed. 

On  Mr  Fox’s  flags  were  written 
Fox  and  the  Conftitution  ;  No  Tax 
on  Maid  Servants  ;  and  May  Cliel- 
fea  Hofpital  Hand  for  ever  ! 

The  whole  was  one  continued 
feene  of  riot  and  confuflon,  till 
about  two  o’clock.  The  poll  then 
commenced,  and  continued  till 
three,  when  Mr.  Fox  came  forward 
and  thanked  the  debtors  for  their 
fupport,  declaring  that  it  fliould  be 
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his  conflant  fludy  to  merit  their 
free  fuffrages. 

_ This  night’s  gazette  contains 

addrefles  from  Yorkfhire  ;  from  the 
high  flieriff  and  grand  jury  of  Sur¬ 
ry  ;  from  Devonfhire  ;  from"  Ox-, 
fordfliire  ;  from  the  high  ihenft  and 
grand  jury  of  Devonfhire;  from 
Denbighfhire  ;  from  the  county  of 
Air  ;  from  Scarborough  ;  and  from 
Henley  upon  Thames,  in  favour  of 
the  prefent  minifiry. 

London,  April  3,  1784. 

At  a  very  large  and  refpedlable 
meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  Mid** 
dlefex,  held  this  day,  by  public  ad- 
vertifement,  at  the  Mermaid  at 
Hackney,  for  the  nomination  of 
candidates  to  reprefent  the  county 
in  the  enfuing  parliament,  the  fhe- 
riffs  opened  the  buflnefs,  and  de¬ 
clared,  that  if,  on  the  fhew  of 
hands,  any  doubt  fliould  arife,  they 
would  grant  them  a  divifion,  and 
that  the  nominees  or  feconds  fliould 
be  the  tellers  on  fuch  divifion.  John 
Wilkes,  efq.  George  Byng,  efq. 
and  William  Mainwaring,  efq.  were 
then  nominated  as  candidates. 

Before  the  Anew  of  hands  was 
taken,  it  was  moved  and  feconded, 
that  the  following  teft  fliould  be 
flgned  by  each  candidate,  viz. 

u  I  do  folemnly  declare,  that  if 
I  fliould  be  eledled  a  member  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  the  county 
ofMiddlefex,  I  will  faithfully  and 
fully  obey  the  inftmbiions  and  di- 
rebiions  of  my  confiituents,  when¬ 
ever  they  fliall  be  convened  for  that 
purpofe.  1  alfo  pledge  myfelf  to 
piomote,  as  fpeedily  as  may  be,  4 
more  fair  and  equal  reprefentation 
of  the  people,  and  the  fliortening 
of  the  duration  of  parliament.” 
Which  motion  being  put,  u'as  car¬ 
ried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  very 
large  majority. 

The  tell  being  then  offered  to  the 

three 
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three  gentlemen,  MefF.  Wilkes  and 
Mainwaring  figned  it,  and  Mr. 
Byng  refufed. 

The  candidates  were  then  feve- 
rally  put  up,  and  the  fheriffs  de¬ 
clared  MefT.  Wilkes  and  Mainwa¬ 
ring  had  a  majority. 

After  the  declaration  was  made 
by  the  fheriffs,  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Byng  applied  for  a  divifion  ;  on 
which  an  altercation  took  place  on 
the  mode  of  fuch  divifion,  and  fome 
time  after,  the  friends  of  Mr.  Byng 
drew  off  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
garden,  when  the  llieriff  and  the 
friends  of  each  candidate  told  them, 
amounting  to  325  or  32S.  Mejffrs. 
Wilkes  and  Mainwaring,  and" their 
friends,  were  then  applied  to,  to 
adopt  the  fame  method.  Mr. 
Wilkes’s  friends  came  forward,  and 
about  thirty  were  told  by  the  flier 
riffs  ;  but  the  friends  of  Meffrs. 
Wilkes  and  Mainwaring  then  re¬ 
fufed  to  proceed  any  further  in  the 
bufinefs,  faying,  as  the  fheriffs  had 
no  doubt  on  the  die w  of  hands,  they 
would  not  agree  to  a  divifion. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  fe- 
ponded,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
meeting  be  given  to  the  fheriffs  for 
their  fair  and  impartial  condudt : 


which  being  put,  was  carried  unanb 
moufly  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  fe- 
conded,  that  the  proceedings  of  this 
day  be  figned  by  the  fheriffs,  and 
inferred  in  the  public  papers,  which 
being  put,  was  carried  in  the  af? 
firmative  by  a  very  confiderable 
majority, 

A  motion  was  then  made  and  fe~ 
conded,  that  this  meeting  do  now 
adjourn,  which  being  put,  was  car¬ 
ried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  very 
confiderable  majority. 

Barnard  Turner, 
Thomas  Skinner f 
— Came  on  the  election  for  the 
city  of  Briftol,  when  the  candidates 
were,  Matthew  Brickdale,  George 
Daubeny,  Henry  Cruger,  and  Sa¬ 
muel  Peach,  efqrs. 

q.  The  eledion  ended  for  the 
city  of  Norwich,  when  the  num* 

y  • 

bers  were,  tor 

Sir  Harbord  Harbord,  2305 
Mr.  Windham,  1297 

Mr,  Hobart,  I233 

6?  At  three  o’clock  the  poll  for 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  city  of  London  finally  clofed. 
The  numbers  of  each  day’s  poll 
were  as  follow : 


Watfon, 

Lewes, 

Newnham, 

Sawb  ridge, 

Atkinfon, 

Smith, 

Pitt, 


Tu.  W. 
101  717 

90  637 

100  63c 

73  433 

57  362 

2°  257 

52 


Th. 

F. 

1 148 

1057 

1078 

1008 

1066 

IOIO 

673 

573 

583 

614 

S.  M, 

497  7l8 

488  724 

482  684 

292  420 

2 93  47 1 


Tu.  Total 

55 1  4789 

537  4554 

494  4471 

357  382.3 

424  3816 

287 


— .  The  poll  for  the  city  of  York 
finally  doled,  when  the  numbers 
flood  as  follow  : 

For  lord  Galway,  ic86 

R.  S.  Milnes,  efq.  1019 
Lord  J.  Cavendifh,  91  r 
;Sir  William  Milner,  802 
Mr.  Foljambe  and  Mr.  Weddel 


have  declined  the  poll  for  York- 
fibre. 

— On  the  clofe  of  the  poll  for 
Cambridge,  the  numbers  were,  for 


Mr.  Pitt,  334 

Lord  Eufton,  288 

Mr.  Townfliend,  267 

Mr.  Mansfield,  181 

(B  4)  7.  Mr# 
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7.  Mr.  Recorder  made  his  re¬ 
port  to  his  majefty  of  the  convidts 
pnder  fentence  of  death  in  New¬ 
gate  ?  William  Pvlartin  alias  Tho¬ 
mas  Banks,  Daniel  Clarke,  John 
Pavifpn,  Alexander  Cullum,  Wil¬ 
liam  Hubbard,  Richard  M*Donagh, 
Charles  Manning,  Daniel  Gunter, 
John  Smith,  James  Burn,  William 
Proffer,  John  Jacob,  Samuel  Sel¬ 
fhire,  and  William  Smith  alias 
Burnham ;  when  William  Proffer, 
Richard  MdDonagh,  William  Mar¬ 
tin  alias  Thomas  Banks,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Smith  alias  Burnham,  were 
ordered  for  execution  on  Wednef- 
cay"  next,  the  14th  inftant,  at  the 
new  place  of  execution  before  New¬ 
gate. 

ExiraH  of  a  letter  from  Bath ,  Apr.  7. 

Our  election  is  this  minute  oyer, 
tyhen  the  numbers  appeared  thus  : 
Hon.  J.  J.  Pratt,  27 

Abel  Moyfey,  efq.  jy 

Right  hon,  W.  Pitt,  32 

-7-.  The  hate  of  the  poll  for  Suf¬ 
folk  this  evening  : 

Sir  John  Rous,  1652 

Jofhua  Grig'  efq.  12S3 

Sir  Charles  Banbury,  739 

— .  At  the  meeting  at  Bedford,  for 
the  election  of  members  for  the 
county,  the  fhew  of  hands  in  the 
haU  appeared  in  favour  of  lords 
Ongley  and  Offory.  A  poll  was 
immediately  demanded  for  the  ho¬ 
nourable  St.  Andrew  St.  John. 

-r-.  It  is  remarkable  that  through 
the  whole  principality  of  WFJes, 
there  is  not  a  tingle  conteft  on  the 
prefent  general  election. 

- — .  A  correfpondent,  wrell  ac¬ 
quainted  wTh  aR  the  unhappy  <pirr 
cumllances,  has  fent  the  following 
particular?  of  the  unfortunate  family 
lately  difeovered  in  the  Fleet-mar¬ 
ket  : 

The  father  was  fome  years  a  re¬ 
putable  tradefman  in  Hoiborn,  but 


having  through  unavoidable  Ioffes 
twice  failed,  he  was,  with  a  wife 
and  four  children,  reduced  to  the 
great  eft  neceffity  :  however,  his 
friends  having  purchafed  him  the 
place  of  a  ffteriff’s  officer,  his  af¬ 
fairs  began  to  wear  a  fomething 
better  afpcci  ;  but  a  perfon,  ar- 
refted  for  a  confiderable  fum,  hav¬ 
ing  efcaped  from  him,  he  was  fued 
for  the  debt,  and  confined  for  two 
years  in  the  Fleet,  from  whence  he 
was  at  laft  delivered  at  the  burning 
that  prjfon  by  the  rioters  ,*  by 
which,  though  he  recovered  his 
liberty,  he  loft  his  cloaths  and 
every  thing  he  had,  which  were 
confumed  in  the  flames. 

Thus  turned  pennylefs  and  al= 
moft  naked  into  the  world,  he  took 
a  garret  in  the  Fleet-market,  and 
„  the  landlord  quitting  the  houfc 
foon  after,  his  fucceffor  (feeing 
only  a  decent-looking  man,  appa¬ 
rently  much  diftrefted,  and  a  girl 
about  fix  or  fevep  years  old,  who 
daily  came  down  for  a  pennyworth 
of  milk,  and  fijled  a  large  jug  with 
Water)  knew  nothing  of  the  reft  of 
the  family.  Thefe  circumftances 
railing  his  curioftty,  he  endeavour^ 
ed  to  get  into  the  room,  but  could 
not  gain  admittance,  the  door  be¬ 
ing  inftantly  fhut  whenever  he  was 
heard  on  the  flairs  ;  put,  being  de¬ 
termined  to  get  in,  he  took  Tome 
people  up  with  him,  and  forced  the 
door,  when  they  difeovered  a  feene 
pf  diftrefs  fcarcely  $0  be  equalled  ; 
a  woman  almoft  totally  naked,  a  boy 
about  twelve  entirely  fo,  befides 
the  father,  and  the  girl  above*? 
mentioned.  Eight  fhillings  were 
gathered  for  their  relief  among  the 
fpebfators,  the  acceptance  of  which 
being  declined  by  the  parents,  it 
was  given  private ly  to  the  young- 
elf  girl ;  and  the  landlord  forgiving 
what  rent  was  due,  he,  with  his, 

vUhgh?. 
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daughter,  took  another  apartment 
at  the  houfe  where  the  final  difco- 
very  was  made,  but  without  the 
lead  intimation  of  their  having-  -any 
more  in  family  Here  they  con¬ 
tinued  a  eonfiderable  time,  till  fe¬ 
deral  voices  being  overheard  in  the 
room,  and  holes  being  bored  in  the 
wainfeot,  the  whole  family,  with 
the  addition  of  another  naked  boy, 
who  feemed  about  fixteen,  were 
feen  fitting  on  the  ground  round  a 
tub,  with  a  board  laid  over  for  a 
table,  and  the  mother  dividing  a 
loaf  among  them,  of  which  fire 
kept  a  very  fmall  part  to  herfelf. 
In  confequence  of  this  difeovery 
the  landlord  demanded  his  rent, 
not  having  yet  received  any,  and 
the  man  told  him,  that,  not  with  * 
ftanding  his  prelent  wretched  cir- 
cumffances,  he  had  a  certain  pro- 
fpedt  of  being  foon  extricated  from 
them,  as  the  whole  fortune  of  a 
relation,  who  was  very  rich  and 
very  old,  mull  come  to  him.  Be¬ 
ing  queftioned  as  to  the  increafe  of 
his  family,  he  acknowledged  that 
he  brought  in  his  wife  and  the 
youngeft  boy  late  at  night  in  a 
fack  ;  that  the  other,  who  had  been 
articled  to  an  attorney,  and  had 
parted  with  his  maker  by  agree? 
ment,  came  to  him  fince  he  had 
been  there,  and  that  they  had  fub- 
lifted  on  his  deaths  till  he  had  not 
a  rag  left.  He  added,  he  had  an? 
other  child,  a  young  woman,  who 
bad  contributed  all  in  her  power 
towards  their  fupport.  Being  ad- 
vifed  to  apply  to  the  parifli,  it  agi¬ 
tated  him  very  much,  and  he  de¬ 
clared  he  would  rather  patiently 
fubmit  to  his  diftreffes  than  receive 
qharity  from  any  one. 

8.  There  was  a  very  numerous 
meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  at  the  town  hall 
at  Norwich,  for  the  nomination  of 
^andidatea.  The  fherjff  ffir  Tho¬ 


mas  Durant)  read  over  the  narneis 
of  Afiley,  Coke,  and  Wodehoufe. 
The  name  of  AH  ley  was  echoed 
round  the  hall  with  continued  burfts 
of  applaufe  ;  Mr.  Coke  next  was 
received  with,  great  acclamations® 
Sir  John  Wodehoufe  then  came 
forward,  and  his  friends  were  aU 
moft  equally  loud.  Sir  Thomas 
Durant  endeavoured  to  take  the 
fhew.of  hands  for  each  candidates 
but  in  vain  ;  for  upwards  of  two 
hours,  the  hall  was  in  a  continual 
buftle  and  uproar.  The  fheriff, 
finding  it  impoffible  to  take  the 
fenfe  of  the  county  on  the  nomina¬ 
tion,  withdrew.  Sir  Edward  Ail- 
ley,  apprehending  the  firength  of 
the  county  much  in  Mr.  Coke’s 
favour,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and 
propofed  himfelf  as  joint  candidate, 
10  The  right  honourable  Ed¬ 
mund  Burke  was  inftalled  in  the 
office  of  lord  re&or  of  the  univerfity 
of  Glafgow,  he  was  attended  by 
feveral  perfons  of  rank  and  emi¬ 
nence  ;  the  fpe&ators  were  very 
numerous,  and  teff  ied  their  fatis- 
fadtion  by  the  higheft  marks  of  ap¬ 
probation  and  applaule.  His  lord* 
fhip,  after  taking  the  oaths  of  of¬ 
fice,  andreiled  the  meeting  in  a 
polite  and  elegant  fpeech  fuited  to 
the  ocealion.  Having  attended 
public  worfhip  in  the  college  cha¬ 
pel,  he  was  afterwards  entertained 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  univerfity, 
i  3.  The  following  are  the  amend¬ 
ed  lifis  to  fill  up  the  Vacancy  of 
Ealt  India  dir'edtors. 

House  List  amended. 

John  Manfhip,  efq. 

Francis  Baring,  efq® 

John  Han'ifon,  efq. 

George  Cumming,  efq, 

James  Moffat,  efq. 

Richard  Lcwin,  efq. 

Proprietors  List  amende^. 
John  Manfliip,  efq. 

Francis  Baring,  efq.. 

J  cdlSi 


(36)  F  R  I  N 

John  Motteux,  efq. 

Edmund  Boehm,  efq. 

Hugh  Inglis,  efq, 

Richard  Lewin,  efq. 
i a.  The  election  for  fix  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  Eaft  India  company 
came  on  at  the  India-houfe  i  upon 
calling  up  of  the  ballot,  the  num¬ 
bers  were  as  follow : 

John  Manfhip,  efq.  7  7  8 

Francis  Baring,  efq.  62  r 

Edmund  Boehm,  eiq.  597 

Hugh  Inglis,  efq.  567 

John  Motteux,  efq.  470 

Paul  Le  Mefurier,  efq.  469 

James  Moffatt,  efq.  468 

John  Harrifon,  eiq.  435 

George  Cuming,  elq.  414 

James  King,  elq.  33  7 

Richard  Lewin,  efq.  63 

— .The  following  malefa&ors  were 
executed  before  Newgate,  viz.  Wil¬ 
liam  Martin  alias  1  homas  Banks, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  houfe  of 
Charles  Pavey  ;  William  Proffer, 
for  privately  healing  from  Ifaac 
Poland,  in  one  of  the  avenues  of 
Drury-lane  play  houfe,  a  handker¬ 
chief  and  eleven  fhillings  and  fix 
pence  ;  Richard  M‘Donagh,  _  for 
robbing  Robert  Heller  on  the  high¬ 
way,  near  Battlebridge,  of  a  filver 
watch,  three  guineas,  and  a  pair 
of  filver  fpurs ;  and  William  Smith 
alias  Burnham,  for  felomouliy  af- 
faulting  William  Rowe,  in  Cow- 
crofs,  and  robbing  him  of  a  hat. 
The  behaviour  of  the  unhappy  fuf- 
ferers  feemed  to  indicate  the  fincer- 
eft  contrition,  and  was  in  every 
re fpecl  becoming  their  unhappy 
fit  u  at  ion. 

20.  This  evening,  at  ten  o’clock, 
the  poll  was  finally  clofed  at  Bed¬ 
ford,  when  there  appeared, 

For  lord  Offory,  1030 

Mr.  St.  John,  974 

LordOngley,  973, 

A  ferutiny  was  demanded  by  lord 
Ongley  ;  but  as  the  whole  had  been 
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a  firidl  ferutiny,  and  deeds  fetched 
from  a  great  difiance,  to  fettle  the 
bufinefs,  it  was  refufed,  as  the  poll 
had  been  open  twelve  days,  and  there 
never  was  an  infiance  of  its  not 
being  fettled  in  two  days  before. 

2 1°.  Came  on  the  election  for  the 
county  of  Bucks,  when  the  right 
honourable  W.  W.  Grenville,  John 
Aubrey,  efq.  and  earl  V  erney,  were 
propofed  as  candidates. 

The  file  riff  adjourned  the  poll  at 
two  o’clock,  on  account  of  a  moil 
violent  riot,  in  which  the  mob  to¬ 
tally  deflroyed  the  booths ;  how¬ 
ever,  by  the  great  exertion  of  the 
Iheriff  and  the  candidates,  it  was 
quelled,  and  about  forty  of.  the 
ringleaders  fecured,  and  committed 
to  the  county  gaol. 

— .  One  of  the  gang,  who  broke 
into  the  lord  chancellor’s  houie,  in 
Great  Ormond-ftreet,  is  now  in 
cuftody ;  four  other  men,  not  as 
yet  taken,  were  concerned  in  the 
burglary.  The  great  feal  was  not 
found  in  his  polfefiioii,  out  was 
fold  to  a  jew  receiver,  and  melted 
downturn  mediately,  with  a  few  filver 
fpoons ;  the  receiver  was  appre¬ 
hended,  but  has  lince  eicaped,  and 
diligent  fearch  is  now  making  after 
him.  It  is  laid,  a  woman  who  lived 
with  the  lew,  has  made  an  affidavit 
relative  to  the  perfon,  who,  on  the 
morning  of  the  robbery,  brought 
the  great  feal  and  fpoons,  and  was 
prefent  when  the  money  was  paid 
by  the  receiver,  and  faw  the  fame 
put  into  the  crucible,  and  melted 
down.  The  above  gang  are  the 
fame  who  broke  into  lord  Grant¬ 
ham’s  houfe,  Privy-garden,  and 
carried  off  many  valuable  antique 
rings  and  medals. 

Another  account  fays,  William 
Vandeput  was  yefterday  committed 
to  the  New  Gaol,  Southwark,  where 
he  is  now  double  ironed,  on  a  charge 
of  a  burglary  in  the  houfe  of  the 

lord 
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lord  chancellor,  and  healing  there¬ 
out  the  great  leal.  A  Jew  in  Pet¬ 
ticoat-lane  was  yefierday  afternoon 
apprehended,  on  an  information 
againft  him  for  having  purchafed 
and  melted  the  great  leal  into  an 
Ingot ;  but  while  he  was  conducing 
to  the  Rotation-office  in  Southwark, 
for  examination,  he  was  referred 
from  the  peace  officers  by  eight 
ruffians.  The  jew  melted  the  leal 
while  the  robbers  remained  in  his 
ho  ule. 

22,  Came  on  the  eleblion  for  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  at  Brentford, 
for  two  members  to  ferve  in  par¬ 
liament  ;  at  the  dole  of  the  poll, 
the  numbers  were  as  follow  ; 

For  Mr.  Main  waring,  1792 

Mr.  Wilkes,  1518 

Mr.  Byng,  1504 

23*  ForW.Mainwaring,efq.  21 17 
John  Wilkes,  efq.  1858 
George  Byng,  efq.  2787 

Majority  for  Mr.  Mainwaring,  330 
Ditto  for  Mr.  Wilkes,  71 

After  which  a  ferutiny  was  de¬ 
manded  by  Mr.  Byng,  and  fix  or 
feven  of  his  friends,  which  was  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  fheriff,  and  the  coun¬ 
ty  court  was  thereupon  adjourned 
to  Friday  next,  at  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  at  the  fheriff’s  office,  in 
Took’s  court,  Curfitor-ftreet,  Chan¬ 
cery-lane,  then  and  there  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  the  laid  ferutiny. 

At  one  part  of  the  firfi:  day’s 
poll  at  Brentford,  Mr.  Byng  was 
a-head  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  above  230. 

24.  The  right  honoui  able  Charles 
James  Fox  was  prefented  by  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  capital  bur- 
geffes,  with  the  freedom1  of  the 
borough  of  Bridgewater,  Somerfet, 
and  therewith  chofen  recorder  for 
the  fame,  in  the  room  of  Vere 
Pouiett,  brother  to  Anne  Poulett, 
member  for  the  faid  borough,  &c. 


ExtraB  of  a  letter  from  Kirkwall^ 
April  26, 

This  day  came  on  the  eleblioii 
of  a  member  for  the  northern  dif- 
tribt  of  the  boroughs  in  Scotland, 
when  the  delegates  Irom  the  towns 
of  Wick  and  Dornock  voted  for 
John  Sinclair,  efq.  late  member  for 
Caithnefs,  and  lince  returned  for 
Leftwithiel,  in  Cornwall ;  and  the 
delegates  from  Tain,  Dingwall,  and 
Kirkwall,  for  the  right  honourable 
Charles  James  Fox,  upon  which 
Mr.  Fox  was  declared  duly  elebted. 
Objections,  however,  were  Bated 
to  the  delegates  from  Kirkwall  and 
Dingwall ;  and  it  was  farther  con¬ 
tended,  that  Mr.  Fox,  not  being  a 
qualified  burgefs  in  any  of  the 
towns,  was  confequently  ineligible  ; 
from  which  it  is  fuppofed,  that  the 
merits  of  the  elebfion  will  yet  un¬ 
dergo  the  consideration  of  a  com- 
mittee. 

27.  This  evening  there  was  an¬ 
other  private  examination  of  Mr. 
Robertfon,  who  is  in  confinement 
on  a  fufpicion  of  forgery. 

In  the  opinion  of  many  people, 
the  above  mentioned  affair,  which  is 
certainly  a  very  extraordinary  one, 
will  in  all  probability  turn  out  a 
manoeuvre,  put  in  prabtice  to  ferve 
the  purpofes  of  an  elebfion. 

Dumfries  was  the  place  at  which 
this  gentleman  was  canvaffing,  and 
the  warrant  for  his  apprehenfion 
came  to  him  as  he  was  on  the  huf- 
tings,  or  in  his  way  thither. 

What  has  tranfpired  of  this  af¬ 
fair  is  to  the  following  purport. 
Mr.  R.  in  the  courle  of  his  con¬ 
cerns,  which  are  very  extenfive  as 
a  naval  agent,  received,  among 
other  effebfs  of  a  deceafed  purfer, 
the  forged  bill  on  the  victualling- 
office*  which  now  is  become  the 
fubjebt  of  enquiry.  As  he  received 
it,  fo  it  was  prefented  for  payment : 
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when  being  found  to  be  untrue,  ap¬ 
plication  was,  according  to  the 
ui'ual  forms  in  all  fuch  cafes,  made 
to  Mr.  Robertfon,  and  he  was  taken 
into  cufiody.  There  are,  however, 
the  firongeff  prefumptions  in  the 
favour  of  his  innocence,  viz.  the 
magnitude  of  his  fortune,  at  lead 
150,00c! ;  that  the  bill  in  queftion 
was  not  to  be  in  the  fmailed  man¬ 
ner  beneficial  to  the  edate  of  Mr. 
R.  but  of  his  employer  merely  ; 
and,  above  all,  the  final!  value  of 
the  forgery,  which,  at  the  mod, 
could  not  have  profited  him  much 
above  200I. 

29.  Chridopher  Atkinfon,  efq. 
late  contractor  with  government 
for  corn,  appeared  in  the  court  of 
King’s  bench,  in  confequence  of 
his  being  convicted  in  June  lad  of 
perjury.  Mr.  Bearcroft,  his  lead* 
ing  counfel,  moved  an  arred  of 
judgment  on  two  points  :  as  foon 
'as  he  had  finifiied  his  arguments, 
the  court  committed  Mr.  Atkinfon 
to  the  King’s-bench  until  next 
Thurfday,  when  the  points  are  to 
he  further  argued. 

30.  The  court  of  delegates  held 
their  fecond  fitting  at  Serjeant’s-inn 
hall,  on  the  final  adjudication  of 
the  validity  of  Mr.  Morris’s  mar¬ 
riage  with  the  celebrated  Mifs  Har¬ 
ford,  when  Dr.  Wynne  and  Mr. 
Mansfield  were  heard  on  the  part 
of  the  lady  ;  on  whofe  part  there 
remains  alfo  to  be  heard  Mr.  Lee. 
Counfel  attending  for  Mr,  Morris 
were  Mr,  attorney-general,  Mr. 
Bearcroft,  Dr.  Bevej,  and  Dr.  Scott. 
Mr.  Morris’s  advocates,  to  the 
honour  of  the  prpfeffion,  in  com¬ 
pliment  to  him  and  the  importance 
pf  the  caufe,  which  involves  in  it 
the  validity  of  many  thoufand  mar¬ 
riages  of  Englifh  fubjects  had 
abroad,  and  the  legitimation  of  nu¬ 
merous  children*  attend  without 


fees  ;  the  other  counfel  have  each 
of  them  twenty  guineas  a  night. 
The  delegates  who  fit,  are  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  York,  the  ear  l  of  Gal¬ 
loway,  lord  Sondes,  the  bifiiop  of 
Rochefier,  the  bifiiop  of  Bath  and 
Wells,  Mr.  juftice  Willes,  Mr. 
baron  Eyre,  Mr.  baron  Hotham, 
Dr.  Calvert,  and  fir  James  Mar 
riott. 


The  court  fit  again  this 


evening. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  cadet  on 
board  the  King f  on  Eaft  Indiaman , 
on  his  arrival  in  Bengal. 

I  promifed  to  write  you  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  Kingfton,  I  now  fit 
down  to  perform  that  engagement. 
—Off  Ceylon,  at  half  paft  1  1  A.  M« 
the  alarm  of  fire  was  given  below. 
Every  body  was  on  deck  in  an  in¬ 
fant,  looking  for  their  own  faf ety. 
So  many  crowded  into  the  boat, 
through  the  confufion,  they  upieC 
the  moment  they  touched  the  wa¬ 
ter,  on  being  hoifted  out.  The 
chief  and  fecond  officer  did  every 
thing,  at  firft,  that  was  in  theif 
power ;  but  the  fmoke  proceeding 
from  below,  where  it  began,  no  ons 
could  ftand  on  the  lower  deck  with¬ 
out  being  fuffocated.  In  attempt¬ 
ing  to  cut  down  the  awning,  on  the 
quarter  deck,  one  half  was  cleared 
away  and  the  other  left  hanging  ; 
which  choaked  the  hatchway  and 
fcuttles  ;  fo  that  very  little  fmoke 
could  be  obferved  by  the  other 
Blips  till  it  was  too  late.  No 
kind  of  fignal  was  made.  The  Van- 
fittart  was  the  neareft.  On  per¬ 
ceiving  our  difirefs,  file  fired  two 
guns,  Signals  to  the  other  two 
fiiips,  which  were  two  and  three 
miles  a-head :  they  tacked  imme¬ 
diately.  I  remained  on  board  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  the  fliip 
was  on  fire.  By  the  time  it  had 
proceeded  over  the  quarter  deck, 
and  caught  bold  of  the  fails  on  the; 
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main-maft,  I  thought  it  full  time  to 
lhift  for  mvfelf.  I  lhript  and  jumped 
overboard  ;  and  after  remaining  in 
the  water  an  hour  and  a  quarter, 
was  taken  up  by  the  captain’s  boat, 
returning  from  a  vilit  to  the  com- 
modore  Ihip. 

The  fourth  mate  and  fliip’s  flew- 
ard,  with  others,  had  been  below 
in  the-gim~room  drawing  fpirits, 
and  having  finillied,  were  taking  a 
can  to  themfelves.  Fire  caught 
from  their  lights,  that  which  they 
had  been  on  work.  The  fatal  calk, 
not  yet  bunged,  fpread  deftrudtion 
like  a  train  of  gunpowder,  in  all 
parts  below,  and  the  lmoke  foon 
fpread  univerfally,  fo  as  to  drive 
every  one  on  deck.  The  captain 
was  obliged  to  remain,  an  excru- 
elating  fpedtator  of  the  drip’s  lofs, 
to  fave  the  floating  drip’s  com¬ 
pany.  She  burned  live  hours  be¬ 
fore  die  blew  up. 

I  was  landed  here  without  a  pen¬ 
ny,  or  a  drirr,  but  one,  to  my 
back.  The  company  have  allowed 
us  cadets  fix  months  pay,  and  full 
batta,  to  compenfate  our  lofs  and 
bufferings.  May  you  be  ever 
happy  ! 

M  A  Y. 

1.  A  boy,  who  is  an  apprentice 
to  a  box-maker  in  Alderfgate-ftreet, 
was  charged  on  oath,  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  Tothill-fields  Bridewell, 
by  Nicholas  Forfter,  efq.  for  felo- 
nioully  and  riotoudy,  with  others 
not  yet  taken,  deftroying,  demo¬ 
lishing,  and  pulling  down  the  houfe 
and  a  great  part  of  the  furniture  of 
one  Adlam,  a  coffee-honfe  keeper, 
in  White-horfe-yard,  Drury-lane, 
again  ft  the  form  of  the  ftatute 
therein  made  and  provided.  The 
proprietor,  not  thinking  the  re¬ 
maining  part  of  his  property  fafe 
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and  fecure  in  his  premifes,  applied 
for  a  guard  of  foldiers  ;  the  ma* 
giftrate  told  him,  he  could  not  pof- 
fibly  comply  with  his  requeft,  for 
he  difdained  the  idea  of  calling  forth 
the  military,  while  he  was  convinc¬ 
ed  that  the  civil  power,  with  proper 
exertion,  was  fulficient  and  compe¬ 
tent  to  proteT,  as  well  as  quell  any 
commotion  jttiat  might  happen,  on 
its  firft  onfet. 

Yefterday  another  rioter,  a  no¬ 
torious  thief,  was  taken  and  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  fame  prifon,  by  the 
fame  magistrate,  for  trial  at  the 
next  feftions  in  the  Old  Bailey. 

— .  A  very  ferious  affray  was  pre¬ 
vented  this  evening  in  Covent-gar¬ 
den,  by  the  timely  interpolation  of 
fir  Sampfon  Wright,  with  a  ftrong 
civil  and  military  force.  An  alfault 
was  made  on  Wood’s  hotel,  in  con- 
fequence  of  violent  provocation 
given  to  a  party  in  Fox’s  intereft, 
palling  peaceably  by  the  faid  hotel. 
Six  of  the  fuppofed  aflailants  were 
feized  by  the  military,  but  on  a  full 
examination  into  the  matter  at  the 
office  in  Bow-ftreet,  yefterday  morn- 
ing,  the  men  were  difeharged,  it 
appearing  evidently  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  Wood’s  were  the  aggreffors* 
and  had  provoked  the  indignation 
which  had  nearly  fallen  on  the 
hotel. 

3.  The  tranfadlion  on  which  the 
parliament  of  Ireland  are  now  pro-, 
ceeditig  in  their  bill  againft  lord 
Strangford,  is  to  this  effedft.  While 
the  great  caufe  was  pending  be¬ 
tween  Mr.  Flume  and  the  executors 
of  the  late  lord  Ely,  the  day  before 
the  decifion  in  the  houfe  of  peers  a 
letter  was  written  to  Mr.  Hume, 
figned  Strangford,  offering  a  vote 
according  to  his  direction,  if  he 
would  depolit  the  fum  of  rool. 
Mr.  Hume,  much  to  his  credit, 
took  no  other  notice  of  this  letter, 
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than  to  have  it  in  a  proper  manner 
communicated  to  the  houte.  I  he 
ho ufe  of  courfe  took  it  up  ;  and  the 
writing  of  the  letter  being  tacitly 
confefled,  the  prefent  proceedings 
are  grounded,  which  are  to  inca¬ 
pacitate  his  lordfhip  from  ever  vot¬ 
ing  in  future. 

— .  Col.  Wall  is  laid  to  be  now  on 
the  continent,  having  evaded  the 
purfuit  of  the  officers  who  were 
ctifpatched  after  him  to  Ireland. 
They  overtook  him  in  Dublin,  but 
being  timely  apprifed,  he  fled  to 
Donoughadee,  c rolled  to  Port  Pa¬ 
trick,  came  poll  to  London,  and  from 
thence  got  fafe  to  Oftend. 

_ .  The  freedom  of  the  city  of 

Norwich  was  unanimoufly  voted  to 
the  right  honourable  Mr.  Pitt,  and 
Mr.  Win.  Wyndham,  one  of  their 
reprefentatives. 

4.  Guildhall.  At  eleven  o'clock, 
"the  fheriffs,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  his 
ferutineers,  and  counfel,  Mr.  Brook 
Watfon,  and  feveral  of  the  livery, 
attended  in  the  new  council  cham¬ 
ber,  when  the  books  were  exa¬ 
mined,  and  the-  rejedted  votes  caff 
up,  and  the  numbers  finally  ad- 
J  lifted.  At  twelve  the  fheriffs,  &c. 
adjourned  to  the  buffings,  when  fir 
Barnard  Turner  declared  the  num¬ 
bers  following  : 

Brook  Watfon,  efq.  4776 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes,  knt.  4541 
Nath,  Newnham,  efq.  4467 
John  Sawbridge,  efq.  2812 
Richard  Atkinfon,  elq.  2803 
Samuel  Smith,  efq.  286 

The  Hon.  W.  Pitt,  efq.  56 
Upon  which  the  fheriffs  declared, 
that  the  majority  of  legal  votes  up¬ 
on  the  ferutiny  appeared  in  favour 
of  Brook  Watfon,  efq.  fir  Watkin 
Lewes,  knt.  Nathaniel  Newnham, 
efq.  and  John  Sawbridge,  efq.  The 
court  was  then  adjourned  to  Friday 
next,  at  the  fame  time  and  place, 


when  thofe  gentlemen  will  be  de¬ 
clared  duly  eledted,  and  the  return 
figned. 

Numbers  at  the  end  of  the  polh 
Watfon,  4789 

Lewes,  4554 

Newnham,  4479 

Sawbridge,  2823 

Atkinfon,  2816 


Smith,  287 

End  of  the  ferutiny. 


Watfon, 

4776  > 

Lewes, 

45  4 1 

Newnham, 

4467 

Sawbridge,  2812 


Atkinfon,  2803 

Smith,  286 


Bad  votes  for  Watfon,  13 

Lewes*  1 3 

Newnham,  12 

Sawbridge,  1  1 

Atkinfon,  1 3 

Smith,  1 


— .  The  hon.  Mr.  Grenville  and 
johii  Aubrey,  efq.  returned  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  county  of  Bucks.— 
Lord  Verney  loft  it  by  24.  A 
ferutiny  was  demanded  for  lord 
Verney,  but  refuted  by  the  file  riff. 
Ex  trail  of  a  letter  from  Dublin , 
May  5,  1784. 

Mr.  Bingley  has  brought  an  ac¬ 
tion  againft  Francis  Graham,  of  the 
county  of  Dublin,  efq  for  an  af- 
fault  and  falfe  miprifonment,  firft 
in  coming  out  of  his  bailiwick  and 
arre fling  him  in  the  city  of  Dublin; 
and  then  for  carrying  him  to  the 
common  guard-houfe  at  the  caftie, 
where  he  was  a  clofe  prifoner,  and 
no  perfon  fuffered  to  have  accefs  to 
him,  a  circumftance  very  difirefT- 
ing,  and  alfo  very  degrading  to  the 
charadfer  of  Bingley,  who  willing¬ 
ly  became  amenable  to  the  law 
when  called  on,  and  made  no  re° 
liftance  to  the  caption  ;  and  which 
is  efteemed  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  laws  and  coiiftitution  of  the 

king- 
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kingdom,  by  a  wanton  ufe  of  the 
military,  inftead  of  the  civil  power. 

Bingley  has  alfo  brought  actions 
again#  Thomas  IAEftrange,  efq. 
deputy  ferjeant  at  arms,  and  Hen¬ 
ry  Holmes,  one  of  the  door-keepers 
of  the  houfc  of  commons,  for  an 
aftault  and  falfe  imprifonment,  in 
arrelfing  him  when  in  cuftody  of 
the  common-law  officers,  the  ffie- 
riffs,  and  going  to  give  bail  before 
a  judge,  and  again  after  he  was 
bailed  in  the  houfe  of  judge  Robbie 
fon,  which  was  a  fandtuary  to  him 
while  there. 

6.  Chriftopher  Atkinfon,  efq.  was 
brought  up  from  the  king’s  bench 
prifon  into  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  when  his  cafe  was  to  have 
been  argued  upon  the  rule  obtained 
by  his  counfel  on  Thurfday  lad, 
why  the  judgment  fiiould  not  be 
arrelled,  but  upon  the  motion  of 
the  attorney-general  that  rule  i§  en¬ 
larged,  and  another  rule  is  obtain¬ 
ed  by  the  attorney-general,  for 
Mr.  Atkinfon’s  counfel  to  fhew 
caufe  why  the  record  (if  imperfect) 
fhould  not  be  amended.  Both  rules 
will  be  argued  on  Wednefday  next, 
when  the  doctrine  of  the  alteration 
of  records  in  criminal  cafes,  after 
judgment,  will  be  fully  argued  and 
fettled.  The  counfel  for  the  pro- 
fecution  are  the  attorney  and  folici- 
tor  general,  hr  Thomas  Daven¬ 
port,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Erfkine  (king’s  counfel),  Mr.  Ser¬ 
jeant  Walker,  and  Mr.  Law.  For 
the  defendant,  Mr.  Bearcroft,  Mr. 
Wood,  and  Mr.  Dallas. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dublin , 
May  7,  1784. 

A  meffenger  is  juft  arrived  from 
London  with  duplicates  of  all  the 
bills  lent  over,  except  the  paving 
bill,  the  ball  for  difqualifying  lord 
Strangford,  and  the  ptefs  bill, 
which  it  is  fuppofea  are  fuppreffed, 
fend  will  never  be  returned. 


8.  Came  on  at  Holy  rood  Houfe, 
the  election  of  the  ftxteen  peers  to 
reprefent  the  nobility  of  Scotland* 
There  was  a  very  ftrong  conteft  ; 
and  at  the  dole  the  following  no- 
blemen  were  chofen,  having  the 
greateft  number  of  votes  : 


Duke  of  Queentbery,  42  votes* 
Marquis  of  Lothian,  38 
*Earl  of  Morton,  38 

Eglingtown,  47 

Caffiiis,  43 

*Moray,  42 

Abercorn,  44 

Galloway,  39 

Dalhoufte,  48 

*Balcarras,  40 

*Breadalbane  39 

Aberdeen,  39 

Dunmore,  39 

^Hopetown,  42 

Vifcount  Stormont,  48 
*Lord  Elphingftone,  41 


Thofe  marked  thus  (*)  are  new 
members.' 

The  following  were  the  unfuc- 


cefsful  candidates  : 

Earl  of  Glencairn,  18  votes* 

Kelly,  17 

Lauderdale,  26 

Dyfart,  9 

Selkirk,  26 

Dumfries,  34 

Marchmont,  37 

Rofeberry,  34 

Lord  Salton,  1 3 

Cathcart,  30 

Kin  naird,  36 

Cranhon,  30 


The  following  candidates  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  for  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  to  have  had  the  intereft  of  go¬ 
vernment. 

1  Duke  of  Queenftury, 

2  Marquis  of  Lothian, 

3  Earl  of  Morton, 

4  Earl  of  Eglington, 

5  Earl  of  Moray, 

6  Earl  of  Abercorn, 

7  Earl  of  Galloway 


8  Earl 
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8  Earl  of  Dalhoufie, 

€)  Earl  of  Selkirk, 

10  Earl  of  Balcarras, 

1 1  Earl  of  Breadalbane, 

1 2  Earl  of  Aberdeen, 
s  3  Earl  of  Dunmore, 

1 4  Earl  of  Marchmont, 

I  5  Earl  of  Hopetown, 

In  the  new  elected  lift  of  Scotch 
peers,  there  is  at  leaft  this  novelty, 
that  four  or  perhaps  five  of  them 
aie  againft  government.  What  is 
Hill  more  ftrange,  gold-flick  in 
waiting  was  almoft  thrown  out  ;  he 
was  the  lowed  of  the  fixteen  Lot  d 
Stormont  the  higheft.  The  election 
was  not  over  till  eight  o’clock  at 
night. 

The  dukes  of  Gordon  arid  Athol 
did  not  ftand  candidates  at  the 
Scots  election.  They  are  to  be 
added  to  the  lift  of  Englifh  peerages. 
The  other  noblemen  in  the  laft  par- 
Jiament,  who  are  not  returned  for 
this,  are  the  earls  of  Glencairn, 
Lauderdale,  Marchmont,  and  Role- 
berry.  The  difappointment  fits 
very  hard  on  lord  Marchmont,  who 
imagines  that  the  buftnefs  of  the 
houie  of  peers  cannot  go  on  with¬ 
out  him. 

Extract  of  a  let  Ur  fro?n  Brijtol , 

M  ay  3 . 

Th  is  afternoon  the  poll  for  mem¬ 
bers  for  this  city  which  had  lafted 
exactly  five  weeks,  was  finally 
doled  by  the  confent  of  all  the  can¬ 
didates,— the  numbers  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 


Brickdale, 

345  s 

Cruger, 

3°) 2 

Daubeny, 

2982 

Peach, 

37  3 

whereupon  the  two  firft  were  re¬ 
turned  by  the  fherifts.—  Colonel 
Cruger  is  to  be  chaired  on  Monday 
in  the  abfence  of  his  brother,  who 
is  at  New  Yoik. 

— .  ?VJr  Bembridge,  who  had  been 
confined  in  the  king’s-bench  thefe 
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Ex  months  paft,  was  brought  up 
the  bar  at  Weftminfter  Hall,  ant! 
on  giving  bail  was  difeharged. 

— .  After  the  clofe  of  the  poll  for 
Weftminfter,  an  affray  happened 
at  Covent  Garden.  If  feems,  there 
had  been  fummoned  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  number  of  conftables,'  from 
the  Tower  Hamlets,  to  keep  the 
peace.  At  three  o’clock  all  was 
peaceable  and  quiet  ;  but  in  half 
an  hour  afterwards,  when  the  bulb- 
nefs  of  the  day  was  ftniflied,  a  vio- 
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lent  conflict  took  place  between  the 
conftables  and  the  mob  ;  the  former 
of  which  Were  driven  out  of  the 
Garden  down  King-ftreet.  At  fout 
o’clock  Mr*  Juftice  Wilmot  brought 
up  a  detachment  of  the  guards,  who 
after  twice  or  thrice  parading  from 
Wood’s  hotel  to  the  corner  of  Hen- 
rietta-ftreet,  (headed  by  a  few  eon- 
ftables)  feized  on  the  butchers  who 
attend  with  marrow  bones  and 
meavers,  and  conduced  them  to 
Hood  and  Wray’s  committee  room. 
Mr.  Elliot  the  high  conftable,  feve- 
ral  of  the  peace  officers,  and  many 
of  the  mob,  were  very  much  bruifed 
and  wounded.  The  guards  were 
attending  late  laft  night. 

—.This  evening  at  leven  o’clock, 
the  high  court  of  delegates  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  hear  the  merits  of  Mr. 
Morris’s  marriage  with  mifs  Har¬ 
ford  ;  when  Dr.  Scott  was  heard  in 
defence  of  the  validity  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  for  two  hours.  In  the  courfe 
of  a  moft  learned  and  eloquent 
fpeech,  he  adduced  a  variety  of 
proofs  from  the  laws  of  nature  and 
nations  to  fubftantiate  the  contract, 
and  the  court  adjourned  until  Friday 
fe’nnight,  when  the  counfei  on  the 
oppolite  fide  will  reply. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Madrid* 
May  1 1- 

Many  years  have  elapfed  fince 
the  inquifition  had  celebrated  an 
auto-de-fe  in  this  capital;  already 

the 
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die  foreigners  imagined  that  difmal 
fpedacle  would  never  be  exhibited 
here  any  more  ;  but  the  day  before 
yei'terday  they  were  undeceived  : 
the  holy  office  has  celebrated  an 
autillo,  or  little  ad  of  faith,  in  the 
church  of  St.  Dominic  ;  the  ob- 
sed  of  it  was  a  man  who  vended 
fympatheticjiowders,  by  means  of 
which  he  deduced  many  women  ; 
twro  female  accomplices  have  fhared 
his  punifhment.  By  the  fentence, 
which  was  publicly  read  to  them 
in  the  church,  they  were  condemn¬ 
ed  to  be  whipt  by  the  executioner, 
then  led  with  infamy  through  the 
llreets  of  Madrid,  and  confined  for 
life,  Befides  that  fentence,  all  the 
ads  of  the  procefs  were  alfo  read 
publicly,  filled  with  obfcenity  and 
details,  which,  although  Blocking 
to  modefty,  were  neverthelefs  heard 
by  ail  thofe  who  were  prefent. 
The  church  was  not  only  full  of 
perfons  of  both  fexes,  but  there 
were  upwards  of  10,000  fpedators 
in  the  lquare  of  St.  Dominic,  'fffie 
ceremony  1  ailed  from  feven  o’clock 
in  the  morning  until  one  in  the 
forenoon.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
prime  nobility,  and  perfons  of  the 
high  eft  diftindion,  had  been  in¬ 
vited,  and  affifted  at  it.  The  mar¬ 
quis  de  Cogullulo,  foil  of  the  duke 
of  Medina  Cceli,  came  from  Aran- 
juez  to  perform  the  functions  at¬ 
tached  to  his  quality  of  aiguazil 
mayor  of  the  tribunal.  It  is  proper 
to  obferve,  that  the  crime  punifhed 
by  this  autillo,  is  not  of  the  nature 
of  thofe  which  have  rendered  the 
very  name  of  the  inquifition  odious 
to  all  other  nations  ;  and  that  thofe 
who  have  been  the  objed  of  it  at 
this  time,  are  criminals  that  would 
have  been  punifhed  as  impoftors 
and  feducers  in  every  country  of 
Europe.  The  only  difference  is, 
that  their  crime  would  not  have 
J784. 


been  looked  upon  as  fubjedf  to  the 
jurifdidion  of  a  religious  tribunal,, 
The  fentence  was  put  in  execution 
the  next  ,  day. 

14.  The  poll  at  Covent  garden 
clofed  at  two  o’clock,  by  particular 
deiire  of  Mr.  Fox.  It  had  beert 
determined,  it  feems,  to  bring  the 
corpfe  of  the  unfortunate  conftable* 
who  died  of  his  wmunds,  from  his  reft- 
dence  in  the  Tower  hamlet  (to  which 
place  he  was  removed)  and  to  bury 
him  in  Covent-garden  church-yard, 
juft  at  the  clofe  of  the  poll.  This 
was  intimated  to  Mr.  Fox,  who 
very  wifely  prevented  the  effeds 
which  this  humane  fcheme  would 
moft  probably  have  produced,  by 
doling  the  poll  at  two.  Mr.  Fox* 
in  his  fpeech  from  the  huftings* 
ftrongly  recommended  his  friends 
to  depart  to  their  refpedive  houfes* 
and  declared  the  poll  would  dole 
on  Monday  next  at  three  o’clock. 

This  day  another  propofal  was 
made  to  Mr.  Fox  by  lord  Hood  and 
fir  Cecil  Wray,  through  the  official 
medium  of  the  high  bailiff,  to 
clofe  the  poll  finally  as  the  next 
day ;  which,  however,  was  pe¬ 
remptorily  declined  by  the  former  ; 
the  high  bailiff  then  rejoined,  he 
fhould  clofe  it  by  his  own  authority 
on  Monday  next. 

15.  Mr.  Fielding  moved  the 

court  of  King’s  bench  for  an  infor¬ 
mation  to  be  filed  againft  a  magi- 
ftrate,  for  affembling  a  large  body 
of  Tower  hamlet  conftables  in  Co¬ 
vent-garden  on  Monday  laft,  by 
which  the  freedom  of  eledion  was 
violated,  and  other  outrages  com¬ 
mitted  againft  the  peace  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fubjeds,  &c.  & c.  Earl 

Mansfield  paid  the  utmoft  attention 
to  the  ftateinent  of  the  cafe  by  Mr. 
Fielding,  and,  at  the  clofe  of  it, 
informed  him,  that  his  motion  for  a 
rule  to  11  lew  caufe  would  come 

(C)  llronger 


Wronger  after  the  final  clofe  of  the 
election :  in  confequence  of  which 
the  further  proceedings  in  thistranf- 
adtion  are  of  courfe  iufpended,-  till 
the  high-bailiff  fhall  have  made  his 
return  for  the  city  of  Weft  mi  niters 


1 6.  At  three  o'clock-  the  poll  for 
members  to  ferve  in  parliament  for 
the  city  of  Weftminfter  finally 
clpfed- 

The  numbers  of  each  day’s  poll 
were  as  follows  : 


Hood. 

Fox.  Wray. 

HoocL 

Fox.  Wray.  1 

Hood. 

Fox.  Wray* 
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!9 
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4‘ 

7 
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68 

65 

68 

'4 

02 
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680 
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5 
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54 

73 

41 
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35 

5 

S' 
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9SS 
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31 

» 

6 

i 
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2868 
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65 

75 

49 

H 

20 
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6* 
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5  623 
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674 
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2. 

j 

7 

& 
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35 
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TO 

9 

8' 

7* 
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4H 
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8 

• 
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52 
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49 

1 1 

21 

9. 

8. 
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5615 
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299 
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51 

5O 

38 
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*5 

19 

9. 
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80 

65 

69 
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6 
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S3 

79 
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5 

16 
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34i 
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1 
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39 

77 

40 
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y 
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6468 
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2 
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1 

3- 
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39 

56 

36 

4 

12 

3 
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97 
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X 

4. 
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25 

3° 

-3 

3 

7 

2 
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2 

0. 
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5- 
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l6 
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6 

*7 

5 
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© 

6. 
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88 
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82 
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17.  This  day,  at  twenty  minutes 
before  three,  the  high  bailiff  came 
from  the  veftry-»oom,  took  his  feat 
upon  the  huftirigs,  and  in  a  tew 
minutes  the  candidates  were  feated 
by  his  fide.  Sir  Cecil  Wray,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  doling  ot  the  poll,  de¬ 
livered  a  paper  to  the  following 
purport 

To  Thomas  Corbett,  efq.  high- 

bailiff  of  the  city  and  liberty  of 

W  eft  min  her. 

I  fir  Cecil  Wray,  hart,  one  of  the 
candidates  to  ferve  in  parliament  lor 
the  city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter, 
and  we  the  underwritten  debtors  of 
the  faid  city  and  liberty,  do  hereby 
demand  of  you  a  ferutiny  of  the 
votes  taken  at  the  prefent  election  of 
two  citizens  to  ferve  in  parliament 
for  the  faid  city  and  liberty,  as  wit- 
nefs  our  hands  this  1  7th  day  of  May, 
1784.  Cecil  Wray. 

Mountmorres,  Bateman, 

R.  Butler,  Francis  Atkinfon, 

J.  Meyer,  William  Adams, 

I).  Mackenzie,  Peter  Paul, 

James  Croft,  John  jackfon, 
Morris  Marfault,  Rev.  John  Lloyd. 
John  Robertfon, 

Sir  Cecil  fpoke  a  very  few  words 
in  julf ideation  of  the  motives  that 
induced  his  friends  to  proceed  on  the 
ferutiny  ;  and  Mr.  Fox  immediately 
informed  the  bailiff,  that  his  com- 
miffion  muftof  necefiity  end  to-mor¬ 
row  (this  day),  that  he  had  no  far¬ 
ther  controul  in  the  bufmefs,  and 
that,  in  fad,  he  muff  be  under  the 
necefiity  of  returning  the  writ,  and 
finifhing  the  eledion.  Mr.  Corbett 
faid,  it  is  a  new  cafe,  and  therefore 
I  muff  well  confider  the  feveral  cir- 
cumftances  of  it,”  Mr.  Fox  oblerv- 
ed,  that  in  the  mod  fevere  and  hard- 
fought  eledion  battles  that  he  was 


acquainted  with,  either  by  his  own 
experience,  or  that  he  had  learned 
from  the  journals,  he  knew  but  of 
two  luch  fpecial  returns,  one  of  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  and  the  other 
of  the  city  of  Coventry,  and  both 
made  on  account  of  the  utter  impof- 
fibility  ot  the  returning  officer  mak¬ 
ing  a  due  return,  owing  to  riotous 
proceedings  ;  that  at  the  great  feru¬ 
tiny  for  Oxford,  the  officer  thought 
it  neceffary  to  complete  the  return 
before  i  he  enquiry  was  ended,  rather 
than  run  the  rifque  of  di  fob  eying 
the  precept.  The  high-bailiff  then 
adjourned  to  the  ve. (try -room,  when 
a  violent  altercation  took  place,  the 
event  of  which  was,  that  Mr.  Cor¬ 
bett,  the  bailiff,  agreed  to  grant  the 
ferutiny.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
populace,  not  being  able  to  relift 
the  temptation  of  demolifhing  the 
hullings,  began  their  operation,  and 
in  about  twenty  minutes  they  were 
totally  demolilhed,  and  the  mate¬ 
rials  carried  away. 

The  chair  was  then  taken  out  of 
the  church,  and  at  live  o’clock  Mr. 
Fox  was  lifted  into  ir.  The  pro- 
ceffion  began  in  the  following  oi> 
der : 


Two  gentlemen  to  lead  and  conduct 
the  proceffion. 

Portcullis— -Weftminfter  arms. 
Sixty  firemen,  with  coats  and  badges. 

Parifh  of  St.  George’s  flag. 
Committee  and  inhabitants,  with 
white  wands  and  cockades. 

Crell  ot  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince 
of  Wales. 

Old  Englifh  mu  lie  (marrow-bones 
and  cleavers,  two  and  two)  with 
white  wailkoats  and  cockades. 
Saint  Martin’s  flag. 
Committee  and  inhabitants,  with 
wands  and  cockades. 

Horns  and  clarinets. 

St.  James’s  flag. 

(C  2) 


Com- 
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Committee  and  inhabitants,  with 
wands  and  cockades. 

St.  Paul’s  and  St.  Martin’s  Le  Grand 
flag. 

Old  Englifli  muflc. 

Committee  and  inhabitants. 

Flag — Fox  and  Freedom. 

Flag — ot.  Margaret  and  St.  John. 
Committee  and  inhabitants. 

Horns  and  clarinets. 

Flag — St.  Clement  Danes  and  St. 
Mary-le-Strand. 

Committee  and  inhabitants. 

Old  Englifli  muflc. 

Flag— St.  Anne. 

Committee  and  inhabitants. 

Band  of  muflc. 

Gentlemen,  elegantly  mounted, 
blue  and  buff,  four  a-breafl — 
two  hundred. 

Father  of  the  city— Ha  rry  House. 
Trumpeters  on  horfeback,  two 
and  two. 

Seledt  committee,  with  wands  and 
fox’s  tails. 

Grand  band  of  muflc. 

Sam  House,  with  his  trufly  band 
of  Engliflimen. 

Flag— Man  of  the  People. 
Seledt  committee,  fumptuoufly 
mounted,  compofed  of  the 
firffc  men  of  rank  and 
fortune. 

Mr.  FOX 
In  a  Ample  and  elegantly  adorned 
chair,  interwoven  with  laurel, 
myrtle,  and  flowers,  with 
a  relief  of  thirty-two 
men  in  white. 

Electors  mounted,  about  two  hundred. 
"  Trumpeters. 

Mr.  Fox’s  carriage  . 

Flag  borne  by  a  horfeman,  Sacred 
to  Female  Patriotism. 
Duke  of  Devonfhire’s  coach  and  fix. 

Duke  of  Portland’s  coach  and  fix. 
Seventy-eight  livery  fervants  mount¬ 
ed,  belonging  to  the  two 
1  noble  families. 


1  P  A  L  [May, 

The  proceflion  moved  round  the 
Garden,  and  proceeded  down  Ca~ 
therine-ftreet  into  the  Strand  with 
the  higheft  degree  of  applaufe.  The 
windows,  parapets,  and  even  chim- 
nies,  were  loaded  with  applauding 
multitudes,  particularly  of  the  fair 
fex,  whofe  zeal  and  animation  were 
almofl  fuperior  to  their  beauty.  At 
Northumberland-houfe  (our  corre- 
fpondent  regrets  to  fay  it)  there  was 
an  univerfal  groan.  The  gentlemen 
proceeded  down  by  Charing-crofs9 
through  Parliament- flreet,  round 
George-ftreet,  up  King* flreet,  and 
back  again  to  Charing-crofs,  down 
Pall  Mall,  where  the  moil  heart¬ 
felt  applaule  was  given  to  the 
venerable  old  lady  Albemarle, 
her  beautiful  grandchildren,  the 
amiable  mils  Keppels,  and  Mrs. 
Sheridan  and  her  lovely  friends  like- 
wife  received  the  warm  efluflons  ot 
Englifli  gratitude.  At  Carlton™ 
houfe  the  proceflion  entered  at  one 
gate,  and  walked  round,  paying 
their  refpebls  to  the  prince  of  a  free 
people.  They  proceeded  up  St. 
James’s-ftreet,  into  Piccadilly,  down 
Berkeley-ftreet,  where,  from  the 
garden-wall,  his  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Wales  appeared,  with  the 
duke  of  Devonfliire,  the  duchefs  of 
Portland,  lady  Duncannon,  and 
other  of  the  nobility,  and  the  pro- 
cefiion  palled  then  with  great  order 
and  reipedf.  lire  prince  deigned 
to  converfe  with  fome  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  for  a  confiderable  time.  The 
cavalcade  then  paraded  Berkeley in 
fquare,  and  returned  to  Devonfliire- 
houfe,  the  gates  of  which  were 
thrown  open,  and  difcovered  upon 
the  baluftrades  the  heir  apparent  at¬ 
tended  by  the  flrft  Whig  families 
in  the  kingdom. 

The  proceflion  entered  the  gates, 
and  the  ieveral  parilhes  were  arrang¬ 
ed  with  their  different  flags  and 
bands  of  muflc. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fox  addrefted  the  numerous 
aftembly,  and  defired  that  their  con¬ 
duct  might  be  marked  by  order 
and  regularity,  and  by  that  means 
prevent  their  enemies  from  throw¬ 
ing  the  lead  reproach  upon  them  or 
their  caufe.  The  electors  immedi¬ 
ately  departed,  and  the  proceffion 
ended.  - 

18.  The  following  perfons  of 
diftintftion  in  the  party  ot  Mr.  Fox, 
were  not  returned  at  the  late  gene¬ 
ral  election, 

William  Baker,  efq,  late  member 
for  Hertford. 

Sir  Tho,  Charles  B unbury,  bart. 
Suffolk. 

George  Byng,  efq.  Middlefex. 

Lord  John  Cavendifh,  Y ork. 

Sir  Rob.  Clayton,  bart.  Surrey. 

Tho.  W.  Coke,  efq.  Norfolk. 

The  right  hon.  Henry  Seymour 
Conway,  St.  Edmondfbury. 

Sir  Grey  Cooper,  bart.  Saltafh. 

George  Daubeney,  efq.  Briifol. 

John  Elwes,  efq.  Berkfhire. 

The  hon.  Tho.  Erfkine,  Portf- 
mouth, 

Ferdinand  Ferrand  Foljambe,  efq. 
Yorkfhire. 

The  hon.  Tho.  Grenville,  Bucks. 

Thomas  Halfey,  efq.  Herts. 

The  hon.  William  Hanger,  St. 
Michael’s. 

Winchcombe  Henry  Hartley,  efq. 
Berkfhire. 

David  Hanley,  efq.  Kingfton  up¬ 
on  Hull. 

Sir  Richard  Hotham,  bart.  South¬ 
wark. 

Lord  Vile.  Lewifliam,  New  Rad¬ 
nor. 

Lord  Lucan,  Northampton. 

James  Mansfield,  efq.  Cambridge. 

Hupaphry  Minchin,  efq.  Oak- 
amp  ton. 

The  hon.  St.  Andrew  St.  John, 
Bedfordfliire. 

The  hon.  Henry  St.  Joftn,  Wot- 
ton  Baffet, 


(37) 

The  hon.  John  St.  J  ohn,  Newport. 
The  hon.  George  Robert  St.  John* 
Cricklade. 

Lord  Sheffield,  Coventry. 

The  right  hon.  Charles  Town- 
iliend,  Yarmouth. 

The  hon.  John  Townfhend,  Cam¬ 
bridge  Univerfity. 

Earl  Verney,  Bucks. 

Robert  Vyner,  efq.  Lincoln. 

— •  About  half  pail  three  o’clock 
his  majefty  went  in  date  to  the  houfe 
of  peers,  and  being  feated  on  the 
throne,  adorned  with  his  crown  and 
regal  ornaments,  and  attended  by 
his  officers  of  Hate,  (the  lords  being- 
in  their  robes)  commanded  the  gen¬ 
tleman  u flier  of  the  black  rod  to  let 
the  commons  know,  it  is  his  ma* 
jelly’s  pleafure,  that  they  attend  him 
immediately  in  this  houfe  :  who 
being  come, 

The  lord  chancellor,  having  re¬ 
ceived  directions,  faid, 

“  My  lords  and  gentlemen, 

“  His  majefty  has  been  pleafed 
to  command  me  to  acquaint  you, 
that  he  will  defer  declaring  the 
caufes  of  calling  this  parliament  till 
there  fliall  be  a  fpeaker  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  And  therefore  it  is 
his  majeify’s  pleafure  that  you,  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  do 
immediately  repair  to  the  place 
where  the  commons  ufually  fit,  and 
there  choofe  a  fit  perfon  to  be  your 
fpeaker  ;  and  that  you  prefent  fuch 
perfon  who  fliall  be  fo  chofen,  to 
his  majefty  here,  for  his  Royal  ap¬ 
probation  to-morrow  at  two  o'clock.” 

Then  his  majefty  was  pleafed  to 
retire,  and  the  commons  withdrew. 

—  A  fhort  account  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  breakfaft  given  by  the  prince  of 
Wales,  in  the  gardens  of  Carleton- 
houfe,  / 

About  fix  hundred  of  the  moll 
diftinguifhed  perfons  in  the  king¬ 
dom  affembled  in  his  beautiful  gar¬ 
dens  about  two  6’plock,  The  pre„ 
d)  parations 
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parations  on  the  occafton  were  full 
of  tafte  and  magnificence.  Covers 
were  laid  under  nine  extenfive  mar¬ 
quees  for  250  perfons,  and  the  en¬ 
tertainment  con  lifted  of  the  fineft 
fruits  of  the  feafon,  confectionaries, 
ices,  creams,  and  emblematical  de¬ 
fig  ns,  ornamented  with  mottoes  and 
other  devices  in  honour  of  the  tri¬ 
umph  which  they  were  to  celebrate. 
Four  bands  of  inftruments  were 
placed  at  different  parts  of  the  gar¬ 
den,  and  the  company  were  enter¬ 
tained  with  various  novelties  of  a 
comic  kind.. 

After  they  had  taken  refrefh- 
ments  they  rofe  to  dance.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  level  in  the  umbrage  of  a 
groupe  of  trees  was  the  fpot  which 
his  royal  highnels  feleded  for  their 
ball,  and  he  led  down  the  country- 
dances,  firft  with  the  duchefs  of 
Levon fliive,  and  afterwards  with 
one  of  the  lady  Waldegraves.  The 
company  frequently  changed  their 
partners,  and  at  times  grouped  oft 
into  cotillons.  The  duchefs  of 
Portland  danced  with  Mr,  G  reville, 
lady  Jerfey  with  lord  Carlifle,  lady 
Anne  Poulett  with  lord  Verney,  lady 
Luncannon  with  fir  Peter  Burrel, 
Mifs  Keppel  with  Mr.  St.  John, 
lady  Beauchamp  with  lord  Berke¬ 
ley,  Mrs.  Anderfon  with  Mr.  Fitz- 
roy,  Mrs.Meynell  with  Mr.  Wynd- 
hatn,  Mils  Ingram  with  fir  Harry 
Feathcrftonhaugh .  Mils  T o wnftiend , 
lady  Augufta  Campbell,  lady  Der¬ 
by,  the  Mifs  Keppels,  the  Mifs 
Norths*  Mrs.  Crewe,  Mrs.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  and  many  other  ladies  danced  ; 
and  we  do  not  believe  that  a  more 
fuperb  exhibition  of  beauty  was 
ever  feen.  The  gentlemen  were 
in  blue  and  buff.  The  ladies  in 
morning  dreffes,  fancied  in  all  the 
varieties  of  cultivated  tafte.  The 
duchefs  of  Devonfhire  was  in  flight 
mourning;  lady  Beauchamp  in  an 
elegant  white  crape,  fpanglcd  with 
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filver  ;  Mrs.  Anderfon  in  a  Vene- 
netian  habit ;  the  elder  Mrs.  Mev- 
nell  was  nioft  elegantly  dreffed  in  a 
white  fancy  habit. 

1  he  political  party,  lord  North, 
Mr.  Fox,  col.  North,  col.  Fitzpa¬ 
trick,  Mr.  Byn'g,  and  others,  re¬ 
tired  under  another  groupe  of  trees 
to  talk  of  the  politics  of  the  day  ; 
and  the  dowager  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men  occupied  themfelves  in  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  the  graces  which  the 
feene  afforded.  During  the  height 
of  the  Fete  his  majefty  palled  the 
garden  in  pr  ocelli  on  to  the  houfe  of 
peers  to  open  the  new  parliament, 
and  the  band  of  violins  was  for  the 
time  accompanied  by  the  ftate  trum¬ 
pets. 

The  break  faff  ended  about  fix  in 
the  evening,  when  the  ladies  re¬ 
tired  to  dreis,  only  for  a  renewal  of 
their  pleafure  at  the  feledt  ball, 
which  Mrs.  Crewe  gave  in  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  fame  event.  But  the 
whole  of  this  al  frcfco  feftival  was 
fo  delightfully  conducted,  the  fpec- 
tacle  on  the  green  was  fo  grand 
and  beautiful,  the  entertainment  fo 
truly  novel  and  rich,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  were  fo  uncommonly  gratified, 
that  his  royal  highnefs  with  his  ufual 
magnificence  invited  them  to  a  re¬ 
petition  of  the  dejeune  on  Monday 
next.  A  feletl  party  of  thirty  gen¬ 
tlemen  afterwards  dined  with  the 
prince.  The  fame  beautiful  tafte 
marked  the  conduct  of  it,  as  of  his 
lupper  in  March  la  ft.  It  was  ma¬ 
naged  alfo  with  the  fame  abience  of 

O 

all  unnectftary  coft. 

Carlton-houfe  garden,  the  feene 
of  this  delightful  fete,  is,  perhaps, 
for  its  central  fituation  in  a  metro¬ 
polis,  and  the  great  extent  of  the 
groynd  connected  with  it,  without 
an  equal  in  any  town- houfe  in  Eu¬ 
rope.  The  garden  walls  incloftng 
a  cultivated  track  of  ten  acres. 

• — .  Mrs.  Crewe’s  ball  on  Tuef, 

day 
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dav  night,  in  honour  of  Mr.  Fox’s 
vidory,  was  the  molt  p  leal  ant  and 
jovial  ever  given  in  the  circle  of 
hi  eh  life,  and  united  all  the  charms 
of  elegance,  eafe,  and  conviviality. 
The  company  was  feiedt  though  nu¬ 
merous,  and  afiembled  about  ten 
o’clock  in  blue  and  buff  uniforms; 
the  dancing  begun  about  eleven, 
and  at  half  after  the  prince  s  qua¬ 
drille  arrived,  confiding  of  his  royal 
highnefs,  the  duchefs  of  Devon- 
{hire,  lady  Duncannon,  lady  Bam¬ 
field,  Mifs  Keppel,  Mr.  Stepney, 
Mr.  Greville,  &c.  who,  all  d relied 
in  uniforms,  ladies  and  feathers, 
danced  the  mod  elegant  figure  dance 
that  could  be  formed  ;  the  prince 
then  danced  minuets  with  the  du- 
chefs  of  Devonihire,  lady  Bamfield, 
&c.  and  then  followed  countrv- 
dances,  led  by  the  prince  and  the 
duchefs,  till  half  after  two,  when 
the  company  defcended  to  a  truly 
elegant  and  comfortable  fupper. 

There  were  prefent  among  others, 
the  prince  of  Wales,  duke  of  De- 
ypnihire,  earl  Fitzwilliam,  earl  of 
jerfey,  earl  of  Carlille,  earl  Choi- 
mondely,  earl  of  Derby,  lord  North, 
lord  Lellon,  lord  Beauchamp,  lord 
Melbourne,  Mr,  Onflow,  Sir  Ralph 
Payne,  general  Sr.  John,  col  Fitz¬ 
patrick,  col.  North,  lord  B.obert 
Spencer,  Mr,  Hafe,  Mr.  Sheridan, 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Mr.  Faulkener,  the 
duchefs  of  Devonihire,  and  duchefs 
of  Portland;  ladies  Jerfey,  Duncan¬ 
non,  Fitwilliam,  Sefton,  Archer, 
Melbourne,  Bamfield,  St,  John, 
Beauchamp,  North,  Payne,  &c.  &c. 
, —  The  company  were  all  retired  be¬ 
tween  fix  and  fe.ven,  and  the  whole 
entertainment  was  conducted  in  a 
manner  that  did  great  honour  to  the 
beautiful  patronefs  of  the  night,  and 
will  ever  be  remembered  in  the  fef- 
tive  annals  of  the  great  and  gay- 
world. 

41,  At  a  general  court  of  the 


governors  of  the  royal  hofpitals  of 
Bridewell  and  Berhlem,  held  yef* 
terday  by  order  of  the  prefident,  for 
the  particular  purpofe,  the  right 
hon.  William  Pitt  was  unaniinouily 
elected  a  governor. 

— Mr,  Chrift.  Atkinfon  was  again 

o 

brought  before  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  when,  on  reading  the  affi¬ 
davit,  and  hearing  Mr.  Bearcroft 
and  Mr.  Wood  in  behalf  of  Mr. 
Atkinfon,  lord  Mansfield,  in  a 
fpeech  that  did  him  infinite  honour, 
declared  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
the  court,  that  the  record  fhould  be 
amended  as  prayed.  Lord  Mans¬ 
field  concluded  his  addrefs  in  words 
to  this  effedt 

44  There  is  a  certain  principle 
which  I  have  laid  down  in  this,  as 
well  as  other  places,  which  was  ne¬ 
ver  more  properly  applicable  than 
in  the  prefent  infiance. 

44  That  no  fiction  of  law,  fhall 
ever  fo  far  prevail  againft  the  real 
truth  of  the  fad,  as  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  juftice.” 

By  confent  ot  the  attorney-gene* 
ral,  the  judgment  of  the  court  a- 
gainfi  Mr.  Atkinfon,  was  pofiponed 
till  the  next  term,  in  order  that  his 
co unfed  may  infped  the  record  when 
amended  ;  they  being  fiill  entitled 
to  take  any  further  objection  that 
may  yet  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
record. 

— .  At  a  quarter  before  feven 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  came  on  the 
final  hearing  of  Mr,  Morris’s  caufe, 
to  efiablifh  his  matrimonial  conrrad 
with  Mifs  Harford.  Dodor  Scot 
recapitulated  the  heads  of  the  forci¬ 
ble  arguments  derived  from  the  laws 
of  nature  and  nations,  which  he  ad¬ 
duced  on  laft  Tuefday  fe’nnight.-— 
Dodor  Wynne  replied,  the  dodor 
very  ably  contended,  that  the  mar¬ 
riage  being  contraded  in  fraud,  was 
void  ab  origins .  To  prove  this  po- 
fition,  he  adverted  to  Mr,  Morris’s 
(C  4)  C0&* 
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conduct  during  the  time  the  young 
lady  was  under  the  care  of  Mrs. 
Latouche  for  education,  when  that 
lady  found  herfelf  under  the  necel- 
iity  of  informing  Mr.  Morris,  * 1  that 
his  frequent  vifits  prevented  the 
young  lady  fropi  making  a  progrefs 
in  her  education.' ”  He  then  traced 
him  to  every  part  of  the  continent, 
and  fhewed  the  probability  of  a  like 
advantage  being  taken  at  Lille, 
where  Mils  Harford  4<  deiired  the 
ceremony  to  be  performed  in  the 
Englifh  language. ”  He  next  prov¬ 
ed  from  the  lex  loci  of  the  country 
in  which  the  marriage  contract  was 
celebrated,  that  it  was  illegal  ;  that 
it  was  likewife  illegal  under  the 
Marriage  ACt  of  1753;  that  it  was 
void  by  the  common  law  antecedent 
to  that  period  ;  that  it  was  equally 
condemned  by  the  principles  of  the 
Roman  and  the  canon  law.  His 
argument,  which  embraced  an  im- 
menfe  fcope  of  learning  and  law, 
both  jurifprudential  and  canonical, 
lafted  two  hours.  At  nine  o’clock 
Mr.  Mansfield  began  his  argument, 
and  continued  until  ten,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  he  concluded  that 
the  marriage  in  queftion  was  found¬ 
ed  in  fraud  and  illegality  :  particu¬ 
larly  with  refpeCl  to  the  lex  loci  of 
the  two  places  (French  Flanders  and 
33  enmark)  in  which  it  was  perform¬ 
ed.  He  quoted  the  opinions  of  the 
able  ft  lawyers  in  thofe  places  to 
prove  his  affertions. — After  a  pro¬ 
fundity  of  argument  he  concluded 
with  craving  judgment  in  favour  of 
Mils  Harford. 

The  court  was  immediately  clear¬ 
ed  and  after  half  an  hour’s  confide* 
ration  the  court  was  opened  and  final 
judgment  vvas  given. — 44  That  both 
pretended  marriages  were  void— that 
Mifs  Harford,  falfely  in  the  libel 
called  Morris,  was  at  full  liberty  to 
marry  again,  and  that  Mr.  Morris 
was  condemned  in  full  cofts,” 


22.  The  judges  of  the  court  of 
Exchequer,  the  lord  chief  baron, 
Mr.  baron  Eyre,  Mr.  baron  Ho- 
tham,  and  Mr.  baron  Perryn,  de¬ 
livered  their  opinions  feparately,  in 
favour  of  Melf.  Adam,  in  a  caufe 
between  them  and  the  earl  of  Stan¬ 
hope,  that  has  made  fome  nolle, 
particularly  in  the  county  of  Kent ; 
and  as  it  turns  upon  a  point  that  af- 
fedts  moft  people  in  bufinefs,  we 
fhall  ftate  generally  the  import  of 
the  queltion,  and  the  learned  judges’ 
opinions. 

An  application  was  made  by  Me(T. 
Adam  for  a  new  trial,  on  a  verdict 
given  againft  them  at  the  laft  Lent 
aiiizes  in  Kent,  in  an  a  Ft  ion  brought 
m  the  name  of  the  earl  of  Stanhope 
againft  thofe  gentlemen,  for  da¬ 
mages  fuftained  by  the  failure  of 
Liardet’s  ftucco,  executed  at  the 
houfe  of  Chevening,  under  a  pa¬ 
tent  right  aifigned  to  them  by  Liar- 
det  the  inventor. 

Lord  Mahon  appeared  to  be  the 
foie  manager  throughout  the  whole 
of  this  bufinefs,  and  the  principal 
witnefs  brought  to  fupport  this  ac¬ 
tion  was  lord  Mahon  himlelf,  who 
pretended  to  have  had  a  warranty 
from  Mr,  Kennedy,  one  of  MefT. 
Adams’  foremen,  who  is  dead,  and 
the  queftion  turned  upon  the  vali¬ 
dity  and  credibility  of  the  evidence 
given  by  lord  Mahon,  in  fupport  of 
this  warranty. 

With  refpetft  to  the  validity,  it 
was  eftablilhed  by  the  learned  judges 
as  a  clear  point  of  law,  that  unlefs  a 
fervant  has  either  a  general  or  a  par¬ 
ticular  authority  given  him  by  his 
matter  to  grant  a  warranty,  that  he 
has  no  power  of  binding  him,  and 
that  the  expreffions  made  ufe  of  by 
Mr.  Kennedy  in  the  p  refen  t  cafe, 
were  merely  thofe  fort  of  loofe  re¬ 
commendations  of  this  ftucco,  that 
every  perfon  who  is  a  vender,  com¬ 
monly  makes  ufe  of  in  praife  of  the 

par- 
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particular  commodity  in  which  he 
deah,  but  by  no  means  amounted 
to  a  Specific  warranty. 

As  io  the  credibility  of  lord  Ma- 
lion’s  teftimony  the  learned  judges 
agreed,  that  lord  Mahon’s  evidence 
was  a  ft  tong  proof,  how  cautious 
every  perfon  fhould  be,  of  becom¬ 
ing  a  witnels,  in  a  caufe  in  which 
he  is  interefied,  as  the  mind  of  any 
man  under  fuch  circumitances  is  apt 
to  be  warped  in  its  judgment,  and 
in  no  in  fiance  could  this  appear 
ftronger,  than  in  the  prefect,  as  the 
noble  ford  had  upon  the  trial  aiiert- 
ed  fads  to  prove  a  warranty,  in  di- 
red  contradiction  to  his  corrdud,  and 
which  it  was  evident  he  would  not 
have  a  Her  ted  home  years  before. 

The  verdid  again!!  the  Mefirs. 
Adams  was  accordingly  for  a  fecond 
time  fet  afide.— -  The  counfel  for 
lord  Mahon  were,  Mr.  Feckham, 
Mr.  Morgan,  and  Mr.  Mingay  ; 
for  Meffrs.  Adam-—  Mr.  Erfkine  and 
Mr.  Adam.- — Mr.  Erfkine’s  fpeech 
on  this  occafion,  was  not  only  the 
mo  ft  corred  in  point  of  argument, 
but  alfo  the  molt  fplendid  and  elo¬ 
quent,  that  we  ever  remember  to 
have  heard  in  any  court  upon  a  law 
fubjeCt. 

24.  The  following  letter  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  right  honf.  the  lord 
mayor,  from  the  marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  one  of  his  majefly’s  prin¬ 
cipal  fecretaries  of  Hate  : 

St*  James’s,  May  24,  1784. 

“  My  lord, 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint 
your  lordfhip,  that  Mr,  Stone  is  juft 
arrived  from  Paris,  with  the  defini¬ 
tive  treaty  of  peace  between  his  raa- 
jefty  and  the  Hates-general  of  the 
United  Provinces,  which  was  Sign¬ 
ed  the  20th  inftant,  by  Mr.  Hailes, 
his  majeHy’s  minifier  plenipotenti¬ 
ary*  and  the  Dutch  plenipotentiaries. 

“  I  fend  your  lordfhip  immediate 
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notice  of  this  event,  that  it  may  be 
made  public  without  lofs  of  time. 

“  I  am,  with  great  truth  and 
regard, 

“  My  Lord, 

“  Your  Lordfhip ’s  moft  humble 
fervant, 

s‘  Carmarthen.” 

Right  Hon ,  the  Lord- May  or . 

Carlton-Houfe .  The  utmoft 
feftivity  prevailed  throughout  this 
manfion  of  gaiety,  and  a  fuccef- 
lion  of  elegant  recreations  made 
it  a  feene  of  continual  pleafure 
and  entertainment.  The  rain  of 
the  ^  preceding  night  did  not  in 
the  lead  interrupt  the  morning  fete 
prepared  in  the  gardens  ;  as  a  camp 
of  a  new  conftruCtion  was  placed 
along  the  front  of  the  palace,  fc 
contrived,  that  in  cafe  of  (bow¬ 
ers,  the  company  might  have  Hep¬ 
ped  from  the  apartment  to  the  mar¬ 
quees  without  the  lead  inconveni¬ 
ence,  The  camp  was  compofed  of 
a  range  of  live  large  tents,  covered 
on  each  fide  by  four  leffer  tents,  and 
a  beautiful  pavilion  which  formed 
an  enfe ruble  in  tvvo  points  of  view 
exceedingly  pi&urefque  and  agree¬ 
able  in  its  effebt.  At  a  little  dif- 
tance,  under  the  umbrage  of  fome 
fine  trees,  a  beautiful  awning  was 
fpread  thirty  feet  high,  eighty 
long,  and  fixty  wide  ;  it'  was  fixed 
with  uncommon  tafle,  and  contrived 
fo  curiouily,  tiiat  the  means  by 
which  it  was  fufpended  could  not  * 
be  difeovered. 

A  bo  u  t  *noo  n  a  com  pa  ny  of  up  wa  rd  s 

of  600  perfons  of  fafhion  were  colled- 
ed  to  partake  of  the  dejcunL  The  ball 
was  opened  about  four  in  the  after¬ 
noon  by  the  prince  of  Wales  and 
duchefs  of  Devonfhire,  on  a  level 
under  the  beautiful  awniny  already 
mentioned.  The  extent  oMhe  awn* 
ing  admitted  of  a  numerous  com¬ 
pany  Handing  up,  and  the  dances 
continuing  till  pafi  feven,  mod  of 

the 
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the  gentlemen  and  ladies  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  partaking  in  the  ball.  — 
Three  bands  were  provided,  among 
whom  were  the  chief  performers  of 
the  guards.  The  clashing  of  the 
cymbals  was  acknowledged  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  fine  effeCt,  and  give  great 
life  to  the  other  infiruments. 

On  the  conclufion  of  the  ball, 
many  of  die  .company  retired  :  a 
party,  however,  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  300  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
remained  to  dine  with  his  royal 
highnefs,  A  moil  magnificent  table 
was  fpread  in  the  ball  room,  at  which 
lady  Southampton  prefixed  :  the 
ladies  dined  fir'd,  according  to  the 
Parifian  mode  when  large  ailemblies 
meet,  and  the  gentlemen  attended 
them:  the  prince  himfelf  was  not 
an  exception  to  this  rule,  hut  was 
foremoft  among  the  polite  in  wait¬ 
ing  on  his  fair  vifitants.  i  he  din¬ 
ner  con  filled,  including  its  various 
c  curies  and  removes,  of  2000  difh.es ; 
the  whole  of  which  was  fupplied  in 
a  fiyle  truly  princely  and  grand  : 

..  the  foreign  ambaffadors  who  were 
prelent,  fpoke  in  the  moil  animated 
terms  of  the  hofpitality  and  fpirit  of 
the  Englifli  prince,  and  the  order 
in  which  his  fete  was  conduced. 
Some  of  the  company  took  their  de¬ 
parture  after  dinner,  and  others  re¬ 
tired  till  the  ball  room  was  cleared, 
when  the  fprightly  dance  was  again 
refumed  ;  and  the  prince,  determin¬ 
ing  that  the  fefiival  fhould  be  as 
complete  as  pofiible,  difpatched  col. 
Lake  as  a  courier  of  pleafure  to  Ra- 
nelagh,  to  fummon  his  chofen 
friends  to  a  petit  Jouper. 

Among  the  perfons  of  diftin&ion 
pn  Monday  at  the  prince  of  Wales’s 
fete,  were  the  ducheftes  of  Devon- 
flfire,  Portland,  Bedford,  lady  Dun- 
cannon,  lady  North,  lady  Conway, 
Jady  Cavendiih,  lady  Melbourne,  la¬ 
dy  Archer,  Mrs. Sheridan  ;  the  dukes 
pf  Devon,  Portland ?  Beaufort,  and 
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lord  Mansfield  ;  lords  North,  J,  and 
G.  Cavendifh  ;  general  Conway  5 
lords  Pelham,  Southampton,  Pet  re, 
Aylefbury,  Weymouth  ;  fir  W.W. 
Wynne,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Pelham, 
Mr.  Onflow,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  &c. 

26.  There  was  a  meeting  of  the 
Weftminfter  debtors  at  Willis’s 
room  in  King-fireet,  St.  James’s,  to 
take  into  confederation  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  houfe  of  commons  with 
refpedt  to  the  Weft  min  tier  election  j 
and  to  intimate  the  intention  of  con¬ 
vening’  a  general  meeting  of  the 
electors  in  Weftminfter-hall  for  their 
advice  and  concurrence  in  profecut- 
ing  fuch  future  meafures  for  fe cur- 
mo-  the  liberty  of  election,  as  may 
be  necefiary  for  them  to  adopt  up¬ 
on  the  event  of  an  unfavoura  bis 
decision  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Lord  Surrey,  lord  Ludlow,  lord 
Robert  Spencer,  lord  George  Gor¬ 
don,  colonel  Fitzpatrick,  Mr.  Hare, 
Mr. Sheridan,  Mr.  Adam,  and  many 
of  the  leading  electors  were  prefent 
on  this  occafion.  The  refolutions 
entered  into  pafled  unanimoufty. 
Mr.  Counsellor  Widmore  was  in  the 
chair. 

29.  Laft  night’s  Gazette  contains 
an  addrefs  from  the  county  of  Kent, 
in  favour  of  the  prefent  adjniniftra* 
tion. 

— .  The  King  againft  William 
Robertfon,  indicted  for  forging  an 
order  of  fir  Edward  Hughes  for  f up- 
ply  ing  the  garrifon  of  Goree  with 
provifion,  and  a  receipt  of  James 
Rooke,  lieutenant-colonel  and  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  the  troops  at  Go-* 
ree,  for  the  fame  provisions. 

The  indictment  confided  of  twelve 
counts  for  forging  and  publi  thing, 
the  faid  receipt  and  order,  with  i%-> 
tent  to  defraud,  1ft  the  king,  2d 
the  commiffioners  of  the  victualling- 
office,  and  3d  the  faid  James  Rooke, 
Ap  application  was  made  to  the 
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profecutors  to  put  off  the  trial  till 
Monday,  which  was  after  an  hour’s 
argument  refufed.  The  bufinefs 
then  began. 

Counfel  for  the  crown,  Mr.  fol- 
licifor-general,  Mr.  Wilfon,  Mr. 
ferjeant  Walker,  Mr.  Sylvefter,  and 
Mr.  Ruftel.  Attorney,  Mr.  Bax¬ 
ter.— Counsel  for  die  prifoner,  Mr. 
Bearcroft,  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Erfkine, 
and  Mr.  Fielding.  Attorney,  MeiT. 
Gregg  and  Potts.  Mr.  Robertfon 
was  honourably  acquitted. 

1  @  J  U  N  E. 

i*  Nine  prifoners  were  tried 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  three  of  whom 
were  convicted  of  felonies,  fix  were 
acquitted,  among  which  number 
were  the  three  perfons  who  hood 
indiCted  for  the  murder  of  Nicholas 
Caffon,  in  Covent-Garden,  the  evi¬ 
dence  not  being  fufhcient  to  identify 
the  perfon  who  aClually  gave  the 
blow  which  occafoned  his  death. 
The  trial  la  fled  feven  hours,  and 
the  jury,  without  retiring,  brought 
in  their  verdidf — Not  guilty. 

Atter  the  trial  ended,  a  gentle¬ 
man  who  was  included  in  the  laid 
indictment,  furrendered  himfelf,  but 
there  being  no  evidence  given  again  ft 
him,  he  was  alfo  acquitted. 

2.  A  petition  from  the  bailiff  of 
Weftminfter  was  prefented  yeflerday 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  praying 
leave  to  be  heard  by  counfel  a  gain  ft 
a  petition,  figned  by  certain  per¬ 
fons,  eleCfors  of  Weftminfter,  and 
prefented  to  that  houfe  on  Monday 
laft.  Leave  was  given. 

Yefterday  a  petition  figned  by  a 
great  number  of  refpeCtable  eleCfors 
of  the  city  of  Weftminfter  was  pre¬ 
fented  to  the  houfe.  of  commons, 
flat  mg  when  the  poll,  began  and 
ended,  with  the  numbers  that  had 
polled  for  each  candidate— and  dat¬ 
ing  that  a  fcrutiny  had  been  de¬ 
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manded— and  likewife  taking  notice 
of  the  petition  prefented  on  Mon¬ 
day  laft.  It  then  prayed  that  the 
bailiff'  might  be  directed  to  proceed 
upon  the  fcrutiny,  or  that  the  houfe 
would  give  them  fuch  further  relief 
as  to  their  wifdom  may  feem  meet  — 
the  fame  was  read  and  ordered  to  be 
confidered  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
petitition  of  the  right  hon.  Charles 
James  Fox. 

Extra  ft  of  a  letter from  Paris ,  June  3. 

44  The  king  has  been  pleafed  to 
erafe  the  fentence  of  the  court  mar¬ 
tial  at  I-’ Orient,  that  the  affair  be  no 
longer  agitated,  which  is  ineffectual 
to  anfwer  the  public  expedation.  Ic 
is  faid,  that  a  fecond  council  of  war 
will  be  held,  folely  to  examine  and 
judge  the  conduCt  of  comte  de 
Grafle,  who  in  his  quality  of  admi¬ 
ral  and  captain,  ought,  according 
to  the  marine  law,  to  juftify  him¬ 
felf  himfelf,  by  explaining  the  mo¬ 
tives  which  obliged  him  to  give  u» 
the  Ville  de  Paris.  **  1 

44  Gn  the  30th  ult.  the  Parifians 
retorted  in  crowds  to  Verfaiiles,  to 
fee  the  ceremony  of  inverting  Mr. 
le  Bailli  de  Suffrieih  with  the  blue 
ribbon.  In  the  proceftion  were  all 
the  princes  of  the  blood,  and  alt 
the  knights  of  the  order  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft.”  J 

^  5.  On  Saturday  night  lord  Hin- 
chinbroke  was  flopped  in  his  carri¬ 
age  near  Uxbridge  by  a  tingle  high¬ 
wayman,  who  robbed  him  of  "his 
wach  and  twenty  guineas. 

io.  A  Scots  correfpondent  fug*, 
gefts,  that  the  increaiing  blacknefs 
of  the  afpeCt  of  public  proceedings 
in  all  quarters  of  the  world,  where 
the  king’s  prefent  cabinet  is  con¬ 
cerned  requires  the  moll  accurate 
attention,  and  the  greateft  abilities, 
to  extricate  the  remains  of  the  RrL 
tifh  dominions  from  the  impend¬ 
ing  ftorms  that  threaten  them. 
T  ftc  troubles  are  already  com¬ 
mencing 
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jnencing  in  Scotland.  T.  he  dif- 
tillery  riots  are  truly  alarming. 
They  are  founded  on  the  deep-root¬ 
ed  difcontents  which  were  occafion- 
ed  all  over  Scotland  by  the  contempt 
of  their  reprefentarions  and  petitions 
for  the  red  refs  of  grievances  on  that 
head.  Lord  George  Gordon  .was 
infh'ucted  by  the  people  from  mo  ft 
parts  of  that  country  to  Igy  their 
diftreffed  fituation  before  the  home 
of  commons  ;  and  he  did  lo  in  ie- 
veral  very  long  tpeeches  in  the  win¬ 
ter- feffion,  juft  before  he  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Tower  j  but  the  houfe 
of  commons  chofe  rather  to  be¬ 
lieve,  and  adt  upon,  what  Mr. 
Henry  Dundas  advanced  in  oppo- 
fition  to  him.  Thus  thefe  difcon¬ 
tents,  we  fee,  have  been  brewing 
and  fermenting  for  iome  years  paft. 
The  outrageous  proceedings,  how¬ 
ever,  only  began  on  the  king’s  birth 
day.  The  multitude  then,  affem- 
bled  in  the  Parliament-fquare,  and 
in  place  of  demonftrations  of  joy, 
and  fhouting  for  gladnefs  on  the  oc- 
caiion,  nothing  but  dead  dogs  and 
cats  were  thrown  about  the  ftrects 
of  Edinburgh,  accompanied  with 
groans,  hi  lies,  and  murmu  rings  of 
every  difagreeable  defcription.  In 
the  evening  they  attacked  the  diftil- 
lery  at  Cannon-Mills,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  city.  Some  hand¬ 
bills  we  re  diftributed,  to  prove,  that 
the  high  price  of  provifions  was 
folely  to  be  attributed  to  the  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  grain  manufac¬ 
tured  into  fpirituous  liquors.  Other 
hand-bills  and  incendiary  letters 
were  dropt  through  the  city,  tend¬ 
ing  to  excite  a  general  riling.  The 
attack  was  begun  with  throwing 
Hones.  The  defence  was  made 
with  fire-arms.  One  of  the  affail- 
ants  was  killed  dead  on  the  fpot, 
Lift  as  he  had  got  half-wav  in  at  the 
*uter  gate,  by  two  of  Mr.  Haig’s 
• 


fervants  firing  their  pieces  at  him. 
This,  inftead  of  difperfing,  increaf- 
ed  the  tumult.  The  dragoons  from 
Leith3  and  the  military  from  the 
caftle  immediately  attended,  {up- 
plied  with  powder  and  ball.  Mr. 
Haig’s  fervants,  who  fhot  the  man, 
were  committed  to  prifon ;  but 
though  conducted  there  by  a  ftrong 
efcort  of  dragoons,  the  multitude 
pelted  them  with  ftones  in  fiich 
a  furious  manner,  that  one  of  their 
lives  is  defpaired  of,  and  the  other 
very  much  bruifed.  The  com¬ 
manding  officer,  and  many  of  the 
dragoons,  fuffered  alfo  very  much 
from  the  ftones  that  were  thrown 
at  them.  A  ftrong  party  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  was  left  to  guard  the  premifes. 
A  fecond  attack  was  made  upon 
them  the  evening  after.  A  third 
attack  was  made  on  Monday  ;  and 
another  party  of  150  foldiers  were 
ordered  into  the  diftillery  to  reinforce 
the  70  dragoons  that  were  quartered 
there.  Thefe  blocked  up  the  paf- 
fage  to  the  works,  and  prevented  the 
croud,  which  was  now  confiderably 
increafed  by  numbers  from  Leith, 
accompanied  with  drums,  from  mak¬ 
ing  good  their  attack  in'front.  They 
then  attacked  the  Weft  fide  of  the 
works,  but  were  driven  back.  They 
next  proceeded  to  burn  and  deftroy 
the  carts,  hay,  &c.  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  prevent  which,  the  mili¬ 
tary  fired  about  two  rounds,  fyy 
which  another  man  was  killed,  and 
feveral  wounded.  The  very  fame 
night  a  large  diftillery  at  Ford, 
about  four  miles  above  Dalkeith,  be- 
longing  to  Mr.  Reid,  was  deftroyed 
and  burnt  to  the  ground  with  every 
article  belonging  to  it.  An  attack 
was  alfo  made  the  fame  night  upon 
another  di  ftillery  at  Clement’s  Wells, 
near  MufTelburgh,  but  fuccefsfully 
defended  by  the  dragoons.  Gene¬ 
ral  Leffie  and  colonel  Campbell, 

and 


OCCURRENCES. 


>784.] 

and  the  reft  of  the  officers  of  the 
military,  have  had  but  little  reft 
ftncc  theje  difturbances  began.  The 
following  declaration  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  by  Meffrs.  Haig  and  Co.  on 
the  part  of  the  diftillers,  by  way  of 
quieting  the  minds  of  the  people  : 

Edinburgh ,  ‘ June  9,  17  84. 

ss  Whereat  various  reports  have 
of  late  been  propagated,  refpedfting 
the  nature  and  effects  of  the  distil¬ 
lery  at  Canonmills,  carried  on  by 
us,  it  is  thought  proper  to  inform 
the  public,  that  thefe  reports  have 
no  othe?  foundation  than  a  falfe  fate 
of  facts. 

44  It  has  unhappily  taken  poffef- 
iion  of  the  minds  of  many  people, 
that  all  forts  of  grain,  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  and  peafe,  are  confumed 
there  in  great  quantities  ;  and  that 
even  oat-ineal  and  roots,  fuch  as 
potatoes,  turnips,  carrots,  are  made 
to  ferve  the  purpoies  of  diftillation ; 
and  confequentiy,  that  the  markets 
are  really  affected  by  this  fuppofed 
confumption.  Now,  the  genuine 
truth  is,  that  no  other  fpecies  of 
grain  are  made  ufe  of  by  us  in  our 
diftiilery  at  Cannonmiils,  but  bar¬ 
ley,  rye,  and  fometimes  fuch  par¬ 
cels  of  wheat  as  happen  to  receive 
damage,  or  are  in  quality  unfit  for 
bread  ;  and  that  not  a  grain  of  oats, 
peafe,  or  a  particle  of  oat-meal,  nor 
any  potatoes,  carrots,  turnips,  or 
other  roots,  are  ufed  in  our  diftil- 
Lery  in  any  fhape. 

44  With  regard  to  the  barley  ufed 
by  us,  the  markets  cannot  be  affedt- 
ed\  becaufe  it  has  been  almoft  to  a 
trifle  imported  into  Leith  from  di¬ 
stant  places ;  and  fo  very  attentive 
have  we  been,  that  again  and  again 
we  have  refufed  to  purchafe  the  par¬ 
cels  offered  to  us  here ;  nay,  we  are 
confident,  500  bolls  of  the  growth 
of  this  country,  have  not.  been  con¬ 
firmed  at  our  works. 

“  The  wheat  that  has  hitherto 


been  ufed,  was,  to  a  very  trifle,  bad 
grain,  of  the  importation  of  laft 
ieafon,  purchafed  at  low  prices. 

44  If  a  doubt  remain  about  thefe 
faffs,  they  can  be  afcertained  by  the 
names  and .  atteftations  of  the  im¬ 
porters. 

44  So  far  are  we  from  confuming 
roots  at  our  works,  that  even  the 
cattle  and  hogs  are  not  fed  with, 
them.  The  cattle  are  brought  there 
to  confume  the  grain  or  draff,  and 
by  that  food  alone  they  ate  fattened 
for  the  markets, 

44  We  have  reared  a  work  at  a 
great  expence,  and  have  at  all  times 
a  confiderable  flock  on  the  fpot, 
which  we  are  confcious  muff  be  of 
the  higheft  advantage  to  the  country 
and  the  neighbourhood  ;  a  work 
which  gives  bread  to  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  people,  and  returns  a  large 
annual  fum  to  Edinburgh. — Great 
quantities  of  grain  are  imported  by 
us,  which  would  never  have  come 
to  Scotland,  and  with  the  ref  ufe  of 
which  numbers  of  cattle  and  hogs 
are  fattened,  and  the  neceflaries  of 
human  life  inereafed. 

4‘  The  diftillers  in  London,  en¬ 
vious  of  the  Scotch  in  the  fame 
trade,  are,  at  the  preferit  moment, 
exerting  their  utmoft  influence  to 
deprive  the  country  of  that  valuable 
branch,  and  therefore,  it  muft  ap¬ 
pear  beyond  meafure  cruel  and  im¬ 
politic  in  the  people  at  home  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  fupprefs  it. 

44  Were  the  people  coolly  to  re¬ 
ft  eel,  it  would  evidently  occur  to 
them,  that  the  confumption  of  vic¬ 
tuals  upon  the  fpot  is  leifened,  by  the 
markets  being  iupplied  awith  fpirits 
extradled  from  imported  grain. 

4‘  Certain  information  has  been 
received,  that  the  reports  complain¬ 
ed  of  have  been  indutlrioufly  fpread 
abroad  by  interefted  people  ;  and, 
fhouid  the  fame  malevolence  be  con¬ 
tinued,  we  fhall  find  ourf elves  under 

the 
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the  neceffity  of  expofing  the  indivi¬ 
duals,  and  applying  for  legal  redrefs 
againd  them. 

44  We  are  greatly  concerned  for 
thole  unhappy  people  who  fuifered 
upon  Friday  and  Monday  lad;  but 
the  nature  of  the  attack  made  upon 
our  property  mud  juftify  us  in  the 
defence  of  it.  Arms  of  every  kind 
are  provided  for  that  purpofe,  as 
silfo  a  military  force  in  our  works  ; 
and,  if  we  fhall  be  obliged  to  ufe 
them,  many  lives  will  be  lod,  a  cir- 
cumdance  which  we  fhall  moil  fin- 
cerely  regret. 

“  The  people,  it  is  hoped,  will 
reflect,  that  the  damage  (fhould  they 
be  differed  to  do  it)  mud  be  repair¬ 
ed  by  the  public ;  and  we  have  no 
doubt,  that,  bendes  our  own  endea¬ 
vours,  the  public  will  take  every 
meafure  to  prevent  farther  mi  (chief, 
and  concur  in  affording  all  neceffary 
protection. 

44  James  Haig-  and  Co.” 

15.  A  Scotch  correlpondent  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  five  companies  of  the 
24th  regiment,  from  Dundee,  ar¬ 
rived  at  Leith  on  Saturday,  June  the 
1 2th,  with  an  intention  to  prevent 
farther  didurbances.  A  meeting  of 
the  heritors  of  the  county  of  Mid- 
Lothian  was  fummoned  on  the  9th 
by  public  advertifement  from  Mr. 
fheriff  Cockburn,  to  convene  in  the 
inner  feffions-houfe  on  the  12th  at 
noon,  to  concert  meafures  to  put  a 
ftop  to  the  outrages.  They  met  ac¬ 
cordingly.  Mr.  fheriff  Cockburn, 
and  fir  John  Dalrymple,  one  of  the 
king’s  judges,  proposed  a  firing  of 
refoiutions  in  favour  of  the  didil- 
leries  ;  buj;  the  king’s  foli ci tor -ge¬ 
neral  obferving  that  the  matter  was 
of  fo  much  importance,  not  only 
to  that  county,  but  to  the  country 
at  large,  wilhed  no  precipitate  mea¬ 
fures  to  be  adopted.  Fie  then 
moved,  that  a  future  meeting  fhould 
be  called  to  deliberate  farther  upon 


the  fubjecl.  Sheriff  Cockburn ’s 
and  judge  Dalrymple’s  refoiutions 
were  withdrawn.  A  declaration  was 
publidied  on  the  12th  by  Mr.  John 
Aitchifon,  the  proprietor  of  Cle¬ 
ments  Wells  didillery,  tending  to 
exculpate  himfelf,  and  offering  to 
fell  meal  to  the  people  at  a  cheap 
rate. 

14.  Lord  Sydney  prefented  to 
the  houfe  of  peers  a  petition  of 
James  Bartholomew  Radcliffe,  efq. 
by  the  dyle  and  title  of  earl  of 
Newburgh,  dating  himfelf  to  be 
as  well  entitled  to  the  earldom 
of  Newburgh  as  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  that  are  annexed  to 
the  peerage  of  this  realm.  His 
lordfhip  fig  11 ’Ted  his  majedy’s  re¬ 
commendation,  and  the  petition  be¬ 
ing  read,  was  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  privileges. 

15.  The  crime  of  forgery,  fo 
dangerous  in  a  commercial  country, 
is  now  arrived  at  the  molt  alarming 
height :  two  young  men  at  this  time 
in  cudody  for  uttering  forged  bank 
notes.  On  Monday  they  called  at 
Mr.  Baker’s,  in  St.  Paul’s  Church¬ 
yard,  on  pretence  of  chooting  lace 
for  a  Mrs.  Poltar,  their  employer, 
and  made  choice  of  a  parcel,  amount¬ 
ing  to  upwards  of  240 1.  but  fome- 
thing  in  their  manner  railing  fufpi- 
cion  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Baker  when 
they  called  in  the  evening  for  the 
invoice,  he  defined  his  clerk  to  fol¬ 
low  them,  who  traced  them  to  Mr. 
Caruther’s  in  Cheapfide,  where  they 
had  been  with  the  fame  dory,  and 
had  chofen  a  parcel  of  lace,  to  the 
amount  of  230I.  In  order  to  deteCt 
them,  it  was  therefore  agreed  by 
Mr.  Baker  and  Mr.  Caruthers  that 
when  they  came  again  for  the  goods, 
which  they  had  agreed  to  pay  for, 
that  the  one  would  let  the  other 
know.  About  half  after  fix  on 
Tuefday  evening,  Mr.  Carutherran 
to  Mr.  Baker  with  a  bank  note  of 

look 
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xoci.,  in  his  hand.  Mr.  Baker  execution  on  Wednefday  next,  the 


went  to  a  neighbour  to  compare  it 
with  a  note  of  that  l'um  ;  but  not 
finding  one,  he  went  into  the  city 
to  his  bankers,  to  alk  their  opinion 
of  the  note,  and  of  two  others  which 
Mr.  Caruther  had  got  from  the 
young  men  in  his  way  to  the  city. 
The  bankersfand  their  clerks  gave 
it  as  their  opinion  that  they  were 
genuine  ;  frill  the  prejudice  was  fo 
firong  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Baker, 
that  he  went  to  the  Bank,  and  find¬ 
ing  in  tfie  bill-office  a  clerk,  he 
a  fired  his  opinion  of  the  notes.  His 
anfwer  was,  he  had  no  doubt  they 
were  good.  Not  yet  fatisfied,  he 
fortunately  went  to  the  accomptant’s 
office,  and  on  examination  They 
were  all  found  counterfeited  fo  ex¬ 
actly,  that  it  was  almoft  impoffible, 
on  comparing  them  with  the  genuine 
notes,  to  find  any  difference.  The 
principals  concerned  in  thefe  for¬ 
geries  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  per- 
fons  who  were  fome  time  ago  ad- 
ver  tiled  in  the  papers. 

16.  The  recorder  made  his  report 
to  his  majefiy  of  the  conviffs  under 
fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  viz. 
Thomas  Randall,  Robert  Ganley, 
Daniel  Beane,  Archibald  Bui  ridge, 
James  Davis,  Jofepb  Hawes,  James 
Hawkins,  John  Lynch,  James  Far¬ 
rell,  Patrick  Birmingham,  Samuel 
Hall,  William  Hobbs,  John  Tay¬ 
lor,  Drummond  Clarke,  Charles 
Barton,  Patrick  Burne,  William 
Smith,  Ifaac  Torres,  Elizabeth 
Vickry,  Peter  Hailett  alias  Edward 
Verilly,  Charles  Crifwell,  John 
Xvfofeley,  Simon  Young,  and  John 
Boyle  ;  when  Robert  Ganley,  Pa¬ 
trick  Birmingham,  Peter  Haflett, 
Patrick  Burne,  ifaac  Torres,  Charles 
Barton,  Thomas  Randall,  William 
Smith,  Daniel  Beane,  Archibald 
Burridge,  James  Farrell,  John  Lynch, 
James  Hawkins,  Jofeph  Hawkins, 
afid  James  Davis,  were  ordered- for 
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23d  infant. 

19.  Came  on  to  be  tried  before 
the  lord  chief  baron  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  at  the  Guildhall,  London, 
the  caufe  captain  Sutton  againft 
commodore  Johnftone.  The  trial 
began  at  ten  o’clock  on  Saturday 
morning,  and  continued  twenty-two 
hours  The  jury  retired  about 
feven  o’clock,  and  at  eight  on  Sun¬ 
day  morning  gave  a  verdkft  of  5000!. 
damages  for  captain  Sutton. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dublin  y 
June  21. 

1  Saturday  fe’nnight,  about  feven 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  a  number 
of  perfons,  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  a  hundred,  affembled  in  a  riot¬ 
ous  manner  before  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Andrew  Claike,  of  Chancery  - 
lane,  in  this  city,  m after  taylor, 
and  eight  or  nine  of  them  having 
forcibly  entered  his  houfe,  they 
laid  hold  of  him,  and  dragged  hirn 
almoft  naked  through  the  ftreets  t©  a 
place  called  the  Tenter-ground, 
where,  being  a  (lifted  by  a  coniider- 
able  number  of  perfons  who  had 
joined  them  in  their  way  thither., 
after  making  ufe  of  the  moft  horrid 
menaces  and  imprecations,  they 
flopped  him  quite  naked,  and  with, 
a  brufh  be  I'm  cared  him  all  over  with 
tar,  aligning  as  their  reafom  for  fo 
doing,  that  he  was  an  imporpgl^of 
Englilh  cloth  ;  that  their  treatment 
of  him  then  was  only  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  a  flight  punifltiment  for  what 
was  paft,  and  that  the  next  time? 
they  were  determined  to  hang  him. 

The  lord  lieutenant  and  council 
have  this  day  ifthed  a  proclamation, 
offering  a  reward  of  five  hundred/ 
pounds  for  apprehending  the  firft  of 
the  offenders,  and  two  hundred 
pounds  for  each  of  the  next  five; 
to  be  paid  on  convidtion. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  cor- 
poiation  of  taylors  have  offered  a 

reward 
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reward  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
pounds  to  the  perfon  or  perfons  who 
fhall  profecute  to  conviction  the 
perfons  concerned  in  the  above  dar¬ 
ing  outrage,  viz.  'fifty  pounds  for 
the  firft,  and  twenty  pounds  for 
each  of  the  three  next  perfons  con¬ 
victed. 

22.  This  morning  at  eleven 
■o’clock  came  on  at  the  huttings,  in 
Mill- lane,  Tooley-flreet,  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  a  member  for  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  in  the  room  of  lir 
Barnard  Turner,  deceafed.  The 
candidates  were,  lir  Richard  Ho- 
tham,  formerly  member  for  South¬ 
wark,  and  Paul  Le  Mcfurier,  efq. 
a  director  of  the  Eafl  India  com¬ 
pany.  Upon  the  (hew  of  hands, 
the  majority  appeared  in  favour  of 
fir  Richard  Hotham ;  but  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Le  Me  fur  ier  demanded  a 
poll  in  his  favour,  which  immedi¬ 
ately  commenced. 

23.  The  following  convidts  were 
executed  on  the  fcaftbld  eredted  for 
that  purpofe  before  Newgate  :  Wil¬ 
liam  Smith,  Ifaac  Torres,  Charles 
Barton,  Patrick  Burne,  Patrick  Bir¬ 
mingham,  John  Lynch,  James  Far- 
rol,  James  Davis,  Daniel  Bean,  Ar¬ 
chibald  Burridge,  Robert  Ganley, 
and  Thomas  Randall,  for  burglary  ; 
Peter  Halle t  alias  Edward  Verilly, 
ior  periopating  and  affirming  the 
n^nie  of  Thomas  Howard,  of  his 
rnajefty’s  ffiip  tiie  Pallas,  with  in¬ 
tent  to  receive  his  wages  ;  and  jo- 
feph  Haws  and  James  Hawkins  for 
a  ttreet  robbery.  The  above  un¬ 
happy  men  came  upon  the  lcaffold  a 
little  before  leven  o’clock;  they  all 
deemed  devout  and  penitent,  and 
behaved  in  every  refpebt  as  became 
their  miferable  ntuation.  The  plat- 
iorm  dropped  about  a  quarter  be¬ 
fore  eight,  and  at  the  fame  moment 
they  were  all  launched  into  eternity. 
The  concourfe  was  immenfe ;  the 
windows  and  roofs  of  the  houfes 


commanding  a  view  of  the  fatal 
fpot,  were  crowded,  and  many  thou- 
fands  of  people  were  affembledin  the 
Old  Bailey  before  fix  o’clock. 

24.  This  afternoon,  at  four 
o’clock,  the  poll  for  a  reprefentative 
for  the  borough  of  Southwark  finally 
clofed,  when  the  numbers  flood  as 
follow  : 

22.  23.  24, 
For  P.  Le  Mefurier,  333  863  935 
Sir  R.  Hotham,  506  842  924 

Majority  11 

A  ferutiny  was  demanded  in  fa« 
vour  of  fir  Richard  Hotham. 

25.  This  day,  at  four  o’clock, 
Mr.  Holder,  the  high  bailiff  of  the 
borough,  held  the  adjourned  hutt¬ 
ings  in  Mill-lane,  Tooley-flreet. 
He  faid,  that  his  very  ill  date  of 
health  obliged  him  to  decline  orant- 

o  o 

ing  a  ferutiny  ;  the  fatigue  he  had 
already  gone  through  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  having  very  much  injured  his 
health,  which  was  before  much  im¬ 
paired,  he  therefore  made  the  return 
to  the  writ,  declaring,  that  by  the 
number  of  the  poll  Mr.  Le  Mefurier 
was  defied.  After  this  declaration, 
Mr.  Le  Mefurier  came  forward,  and 
made  a  fhort  fpeech  to  the  electors,  * 
thanking  them  for  the  honour  done- 
h  i  m . 

Sir  Richard  Hotham  alfo  came 
forward  ;  thanked  his  friends  for 
the  trouble  and  fatigue  they  had  un¬ 
dergone,  and  declared  his  intention 
of  appealing  to  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons,  in  juflice  to  them  as  well  as 
himfelf;  as  he  had  ample  proof  to 
found  a  petition  againfl  his  oppo¬ 
nent,  not  only  of  bad  votes,  but  of 
other  illegal  practices.  The  hutt¬ 
ings  was  then  adjourned. 

26.  Mr.  Atldnfon  was  brought 
up  to  the  court  of  King’s  bench,  in 
order  to  abide  the  determination 
thereof ;  when  Mr.  Bearcroft,  on 
his  behalf,  produced  an  affidavit 

fworn. 
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{Worn  by  Mr.  Atkin  ion,  which  was 
read,  and  tended  to  throw  a  great 
many  different  lights  on  the  fubjeCtsj 
and  to  elucidate  the  feverai  points 
on  which  he  was  found  guilty.  Fie 
was  alfo  permitted,  viva  voce *  to  go 
into  the  different  ffatement  of  the 
account  which  he  had  with  the  vic¬ 
tualling-0  fH c  e ,  _  e  x  p  1  a i  n  in  g  the  trans¬ 
actions  thereof  with  great  accuracy 
and  precifion,  which  by  fome  means 
or  other  were  neglected,  and  not 
produced  at  the  trial.  Earl  Mans¬ 
field  then  recapitulated  the  evidence 
given  at  the  trial,  and  compared  it 
with  that  now  offered,  and  pointed 
out  fome  very  material  parts,  that 
went  in  a  great  meafure  to  clear  him 
from  the  imputations  he  laboured 
under.  He  laid,  in  order  that  fub- 
ffantial  j office  mighff  be  done  to 
both  parties,  either  to  puniffi  the 
guilty  or  protect  the  innocent,  it 
would  be  neceffary  to  have  affidavits 
from  the  eommiffioners  of  the  vic¬ 
tualling-office  (though  fome  of  them 
had  been  examined  at  the  trial),  and 
all  papers  and  accounts  in  their  pof- 
ieffion  relative  to  this  bufinefs,  and 
poffpone  the  further  confidefation 
thereof  till  they  can  be  produced. 
Mr.  Atkin fon  was  therefore  remand¬ 
ed  to  prifon  ;  but  whether  judg* 
merit  will  be  given  this  term  or  not 
is  very  uncertain. 

-  29.  The  four  men  who  were 
taken  up  by  the  patrole  near  Ken- 
tifli-town,  were  examined  before  fir 
Sampfon  Wright,  in  Bow-ftreet, 
when  they  were  ordered  for  farther 
examination  ;  one  of  whom,  William 
Vandeput,  wfio?  it  was  reported, 
if  ole  the  meat  feal  from  the  lord 

«T? 

chancellor’s,  is  ordered  for  farther 
exam  1  n ation  to  -mo  rrow. 

In  the  court  of  King’s  bench, 
feverai  gentletnen  furrendered  them- 
felves  at  tfie  bar,  to  receive  judg¬ 
ment  for  beinr  concerned  in  a  riot 
in  the  prifon.  of  the  King’s  bench 
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fome  time  ago,  whefeof  they  were 
tried  and  convicted  1  fome  affidavits 
were  read  in  extenuation  of  their 
offehce,  and  the  court  were  about 
to  fend  them  to  the  New  Gaol  in 
the  Borough,  but  the  defendants 
begged  hard  to  be  committed  to  the 
former  prifon,  which  was  granted, 
and  they  are  to  be  confined  one 
month  in  the  ffrong  room  of  the 
King’s  bench. 

St.  James’s,  June  ip.  Qrie  of 
the  king’s  meffengers  arrived  on 
Sunday  laft  with  the  ratification, 
on  the  part  of  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Provinces,  of  the  defi¬ 
nitive  treaty  of  peace,  figned  at 
Paris  on  the  20th  of  May  laff,  which 
was  exchanged  with  Daniel  Hailes, 
elq.  his  majefty’s  plenipotentiary, 
againff  his  majefty’s  ratification,  on 
the  19th  inftant,  at  Paris,  by  the 
plenipotentiaries  of  their  high  mighti- 
neftcSe 

J  U  L  Y. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  HanoVer-t 
July  1. 

The  prince  bifliop  of  Ofhabrug, 
fecond  fon  of  his  Britannic  majefty, 
fet  out  this  morning  for  Vienna. 
His  royal  highnefs  will  afterwards 
vffit  feverai  other  courts  of  Ger¬ 
many,  and  will  not  return  hither 
till  towards  the  end  of  Ofitober  next,. 

2.  Wednef  ay  laff,  as  the  prince 
of  Wales  was  going  on  a  vifit  on 
horfeback,  a  few  miles  from  town, 
two  carriages  paffing  the  road  to¬ 
gether,  he  rode  his  horfe  in  between 
them,  by  which  he  was  much 
bruifed,  and  narrowly  efcaped  with 
his  life.  This  morning  his  high- 

O  C* 

nefs  was  fomething  better  than  he 

O 

had  been  the  preceding  day,  but 
Toward  the  evening  he  was  much 
worfe ;  the  pains  occafioned  by  the 
bruife  on  his  fide  attacking  him 
very  feverely.  His  highnefs  has 
been  jet  blood  twice. 

(D)  The 
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4.  The  prince  of  Wales  has  been 
fo  ill,  in  confequence  of  his  late 
accident,  that  thdee  phyficians  were 
obliged  to  be  called  in,  and  at  one 
time  had  their  doubts  of  the  fafety 
of  his  royal  highnefe.  We  are 
happy  to  add,  that  the  prince  is 
now  pronounced  out  of  danger. 

Dublin ,  July  6.  The  high  die- 
riffs  waited  on  his  grace  the  lord 
lieutenant  with  the  petition  of  the 
aggregate  body  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Dublin  to  nis  nia- 
jefty,' requeuing  his  excellency  that 
he  would  be  pleated  to  tranfmit  the 
fame.  He  returned  the  following 
anfwer  : 

Gentlemen,  at  the  fame  time 
that  I  comply  with  your  requelt,  I 
final  1  not  fail  to  convey  my  entire 
difapprobation  of  the  contents.,  as 
calling  mi]  ud  reflections  on  the 
laws  and  parliament  of  Ireland, 
and  tending  to  weaken  the  authority 
of  both/’ 

7.  At  one  o’clock,  William  Bi- 
fliop,  common  cryer  of  this  city, 
attended  by  proper  officers,  read  at 
the  Royal  Exchange  gate  two  pro¬ 
clamations,  one  relative  to  the  de¬ 
finitive  treaty  being  figned  at  Paris 
between  Great  Britain  and  the 
States  General,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  ;  and  alfo  a  pro- 
plain  at  ion  for-  a  general  thank! - 
giving  to  be  obferved  on  the  29th 
jmffant,  on  the  peace  ;  they  were 
all  afterwards  ffiuck  up  in  .divers 
parts  of  the  City. 

g„  This  morning  Mr.  Linton, 
one  of  the  principal  muficians  be¬ 
longing  to  Covent- garden  and  the 
Haymarket  theatres,  was  attacked 
fomewhere  (as  it  is  imagined)  about 
St.  Martin’s  lane.  A  woman  acci- 
jdenta’ly  looking  out  of  a  window 
about  one  o’clock,  faw  a  gentleman 
.purfuing  three  fellows  up  Bedford- 
bury,  imo  New-ffreet,  St.  Martin’s 
lane,  where  Mr.  Linton  was  foon 


after  found,  with  a  wound  in  hi 3 
belly,  fuppofed  to  have  been  given 
with  a  knife.  He  was  bled,  and 
every  endeavour  ufed  to-  recover 
him?  notwithstanding  which  he 
foon  after  expired.  A  piece  of  a 
watch  chain  was  found  in  Mr.  Lin¬ 
ton’s  hand  ;  from  which  cs rcum - 
fiance  it  is  not  improbable  that  his 
watch  was  taken  from  him  by 
force,  and  that  his  not  parting  with 
it  sadly  was  the  caufe  of  the  vil¬ 
lains  dabbing  him.  Two.  perrons 
are  already  in  cuftody,  on  fufpi- 
cion  of  being  concerned  in  thus 
ho i rid  murder;  and  every  hep  ?S 
taken  to  bring  the  offenders  to 
j  ufii.ee . 

Dublin ,  July  9.  The  play  os 
Douglas  being  ordered  by  his  grace 
the  lord  lieutenant,  on  the  riling 
of  the  curtain  the  audience  cried 
out  for  the  volunteers’  march, 
which,  on  his  excellency’s  en¬ 
trance,  was  played  accordingly . 
The  play,  or  more  properly  the 
clamour,  now  began,  and  chorufes 
of  groaning,  hilling,  and  fhouting, 
with  whiffles,  cat-calls,  horfe-legs, 
and  geld  horns,  all  kept  in  tune  by 
the  trunk-maker,  thundered  through 
the  ho ufe,  ancf  made  the  drama  a 
complete  farce.  The  manager,  was 
called  upon  :  u  I  am,”  laid  he, 
«  the  fervant  of  the  public,  and 
wifh  to  know  whether  it  is  you r 
will  the  performance  flip u Id  con¬ 
tinue,”  The  propriety  of  this 
fpeech  was  uniyerially  approved, 
and  the  play  was  buffered  to  go  on, 
but  with  frequent  interruptions.. 
A  few  feenes  were  aided,  and  the- 
catailrophe  introduced.  The  en- 
tertainmen’-  concluded  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  after  eight,  when  the  vice¬ 
roy  withdrew,  but  not  unnoticed, 
the  former  mu  tic  attending  him  to 
the  caflle.  Among  thofe  who  were 
mod  noticed  on  this  occafion  was 
the  adjutant  of  the  Goldimiths’ 

corps* 


corps.  Him  the  fheriSf  trepanned 
out  of  the  ho ufe  by  a  tap  on  the 
fhouider.  On  palling  the  door,  he 
was  hurried  to  the  guard -room, 
and  his  pockets  fearched  ;  but  he 
had  n^t  been  there  long  before  the 
multitude  afiembled,  to  the  number 
of  fo oo,  before  the  eaille  gate, 
and  were  contmhaHy  increafing,  fo 

i  •  ■'  O' 

that  it  was  thought  necefFary  to 
•releafe  him.  It  has  fince  been  re¬ 
ported  that  his  grace  has  lblieited 
his  recall. 

io.  A  fnedal  has  lately  been 
ftruck  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
cant.  Cook,  the  execution  of  which 
is  equal  to  the  ftibjcff.  On  one 
hde  is  a  bold  reli  f  of  capt.  Cook, 
wdth  this  inscription,  jac.  Cook 
Ocean l  In-vcfti gator  acerrimus  ;  im¬ 
mediately  under  the  head  is  ex- 
prefied,  in  lelfer  characters,  Re  eg 
hoc.  LomL  Secret  Juo .  On  the  re- 
verfe  appears  an  ered  figure  of  Bri¬ 
tannia  ffanding  on  a  plain.  The 
led  arm  refts  upon  an  hieroglyphic 
pillar.  Her  fpear  is  in  her  hand, 
and  her  fhield  placed  at  the  foot  of 
the  pillar.  Her  right  arm  is  pro¬ 
jected  over  a  globe,  and  contains  a 
fymbol  expreffive  of  the  celebrated 
circumnavigator’s  enterprifing  ge¬ 
nius.  The  inlcription  round  the 
re  verfe  is,  Nil  intent  at  uni  noftri 
I'quere  ;  and  under  the  figure  of  Bri¬ 
tannia,  Aufpiciis  Georgii  If  I. 

The  above  medal  was  engraved 
at  the  expence  of  the  Roval  So¬ 
ciety.  Six  imprelfions  were  id  ruck 
in  gold,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty 
in  filver.  The  gold  medals  are  dif- 
pofed  of  as  follow  ; 

One  to  his  Britannic  majefly,  un¬ 
der  whole  aufpices  captain  Cook 
proceeded  on  his  difeoveries. 

One  to  the  king  of  France,  for 
his  great  courtefy  in  giving  a  fpe- 
ciiiQ  charge  to  his  naval  command¬ 
ers,  to  forbear  Brewing  hoflility  to 


the  Refolution  and  Difcovery,  the 
two  iloops  under  captain  Cook’s 
command,  and  to  afford  him  every 
fuecour  in  their  power  in  cafe  they 
fell  in  with  him. 

One  to  the  emprefs  of  Raffia,  for 
her  great  hofoitality  to  capt.  Cook 
when  he  touched  at  Kamlfcatka. 

One  to  Mrs.  Cook,,  the  captain’s 
relid. 

One  to  be  depotited  in  the  Britifia, 
Mufeum  ;  and 

One  to  remain  in  the  college  of 
the  Royal  Society. 

The  diver  medals  were  difiribut- 
ed  among  the  members  of  the  Royal 
Society,  fome  particular  lords  of 
the  admiralty,  and  a  few  other  di- 
ftin  gu  idled  per  foil  3. 

— -•  Three  perfons  have  been 
apprehended  at  a  ho  life  of  ill  fame 
near  Bedfordbury,  on  lufpielon  of 
being  concerned  in  Mr.  Linton V 
murder,  one  of  whom  was  difeharg- 
ed  on  producing  a  favourable  cha¬ 
rade  r  from  a  butcher,  with  whom 
he  lived  a  few  months  ago*  A  fee  on  d 
was  fironglyfufpededofhavingcom- 
mitted  the  fad,  on  account  of  fome 
blood  being  fprinkled  over  his  coat* 
and  his  having  given  very  contra- 
didory  accounts  of  the  manner  and 
pTccs  in  which  he  fpent  his  time 
the  preceding  night :  he  is  a  taylor 
by  trade,  and  a  man  of  moft  infa¬ 
mous  charader.  The  other  per fon. 
was  of  equal  notoriety,  and  war¬ 
ranted  the  firongeft  fufpicioiis  of 
his  guilt  ;  he  gave  an  account  .of* 
his  having  ilept,  and  been  with  his 
favourite  female,  from  eleven  o’clock 
on  Wednefday.  night  till  fix  o’clock 
on  Thu ri day  morning  ;  but,  on 
fending  for  the  woman,  and  exa¬ 
mining  her  apart,  file  fwore,  that 
Ire  left  her  about  eleven  o’clock  at 
riight,  and  that  file  had  not  feen 
him  till  his  appearance  in  Bow- 
flrcet.  A  parcel  of  inflru  merits  for 
(d  2)  ho  ufe- 
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ts*) 

ho u febreaking  \vere  taken  in  their 
poffeffion,  and  fully  proved  their 
•defperate  practices. 

13.  We  are  happy  at  having  an 
opportunity  of  informing  the  pub- 
lie,  that  the  two  murderers  of  Mr. 
Linton  are  now  in  cuftody  ;  one  of 
the  parties  was  feized  on  Saturday 
evening  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  keeper 
of  Tothill  fields,  to  which  place  he 
went  up  in  a  vilit  to  Dixon,  one  of 
the  men  committed  by  Mr.  Ad* 
ilingron  upon  lufpicion.  The  man 
takeii  on  Saturday  is  named  Mor¬ 
gan,  and  is  well  known  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  police  ;  he  has  made  a 
confeffion  of  the  whole  melancholy 
t ran  faction,  acquitting  Smith,  one 
of  the  two  fir  it  taken  in  cuftody, 
acknowledging  that  Dixon  gnd  him- 
i'.  If  were  the  only  perfons  concern¬ 
ed  in  the  murder  and  robbery.  We 
cannot  too  much  applaud  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  Mr*  Bond  and  Mr*  Smith, 
in  purfuit  of  the  perpetrators  of 
the  murder  of  Mr.  Linton,  and  the 
aid  refs  with  which  Morgan  was  got 
to  confefs  the  particulars. 

— .  Counlel  were  called  to  the 
bar  of  the  houfe  of  peers  to  be 
heard  on  the  adjourned  argument  of 
appeal,  wherein  the  honourable 
Andrew  Foley,  and  Thomas  Foley, 
an  infant  by  the  faid  Andrew  Foley 
his  father  and  next  friend,  are  ap¬ 
pellants  j  John  Grant  and  others, 
refpondents;  when,  after  hearing 
Mr.  Mansfield  and  Mr.  Scott,  for 
the  refpondents,  and  the  attorney- 
general  by  way  of  reply,  the  lord 
chancellor  came  forward,  and  hav¬ 
ing  lpoken  for  a  conliderable  time, 
Li's  lord fliip  concluded  with  pro- 
poling  the  following  queftion  to  be 
put  to  the  judges  viz. 

Whether  Edward  Foley  had  fuch 
an  mtereft  in  the  plae  in  queftion 
in  this  chafe  as  rendered  the  fame 
liable  to  an  execution  at  the  fuit  of 
the  creditor  ? — or,  whether  the 


[July, 

plaintiff  had  any  fuch  mtereft  there¬ 
in  as  barred  fuch  execution  ?  ' 

The  judges  deiired  to  confider 
the  queftion  ;  the  further  coniidera- 
tion  was  put  off' till  to-morrow. 

A  fhort  ftatement  of  the  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  above  caufe. 

The  right  honourable  Thomas 
lord  Foley,  father  to  the  appellant, 
Andrew  Foley,  died  in  1777  :  that 
Robert  Foley  (the  teftator’s  bro¬ 
ther)  and  the  faid  Andrew  Foley, 
the  adting  executors,  permitted  the 
refpondent,  Edward  Foley,  to  take 
poffeffion  of  one  of  the  fer vices  of 
plate  .left  by  the  teftator  as  an  heir 
loom  for  the  life  of  the  feveral  per¬ 
fons  who  fhould  be  entitled  to  the 
ufe  and  poffeffion  of  the  houfe  at 
Stoke. 

That  the  refpondent,  Edward. 
Foley,  caufed  a  conliderable  part 
of  the  faid  plate  to  be  removed 
from  thence  to  his  houle  in  Port¬ 
land  place,  without  the  confent  or 
knowledge  of  Andrew  and  Robert 
Foley. 

That  John  Grant  and  John  Bat¬ 
ty  e,  two  of  the  Creditors  of  Ed¬ 
ward  Foley,  caufed  writs  to  be  if- 
fued  to  the  fheriffs  of  Middlefex, 
and  on  the  15th  of  March,  1779, 
the  fheriffs,  by  virtue  of  the  faid 
writ,  took  in  execution  all  the  laid 
plate  fo  removed  by  Edward  Foley. 

That  the  appellant,  Andrew  Fo¬ 
ley,  gave  notice  to  the  fheriff,  that 
the  laid  plate  was  not  Edward  Fo¬ 
ley’s,  but  was  part  of  the  teftator’s 
plate,  and  had  been  left  by  him  as 
an  heir  loom. 

The  bill  hied  in  the  court  of 
Chancery  prayed, 

That  the  refpondents,  Burnell 
and  Kitchen,  might  be  decreed  to 
deliver  up  all  the  faid  plate  which 
had  been  taken  by  them  in  execu¬ 
tion,  and  that  the  fame  might  be 
replaced  in  the  houfe  at  Stoke, 
there  to  remain  as  an  heir  loom  for 

the 
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the  benefit  of  the  feveral  partes 
interef  ed  therein,  under  the  will 
of  the  faid  tefator,  Thomas,  lord 
Foley,  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
they  might  be  refrained  by  an  or¬ 
der  or  injunction  of  that  court  from 
making  any  iale  of  the  faid  plate, 
or  any  pa: t ^hereof;  and  that  the 
laid  refpondents  Grant  and  Battye, 
might  in  the  manner  be  refrained 
from  calling  upon  the  faid  fheriffs 
for  returns  of  the  faid  writs  of  fieri 
facias ,  and  from  all  proceedings 
againf  them,  for  not  making  re¬ 
turns  thereof ;  but  in  cafe  it  fhould 
appear  that  the  fie  riffs  had  fold  the 
plate,  or  any  part  thereof,  that  the 
laid  Grant  and  Battye  might  be  de¬ 
creed  to  replace  and  make  good  the 

c  « 

ame,  ' 

The  caufe  was  heard  and  judg¬ 
ment  given,  March  21,  17 S3,  when 
the  lord  chancellor  was  pleafed  to 
order  the  appellant’s  bill  to  be  dif- 
miifed  againf  Burnell,  Kitchen, 
and  Robert  Folev,  with  cofts  to  be 
taxed  ;  and  againf  the  other  ref¬ 
pondents  without  cofs. 

The  lord  chancellor  was  pleafed 
to  determine  the  faid  caufe  on  the 
faCt  of  the  birth  of  a  fon  of  the 
refpondent  Edward  Foley,  who 
died  fourteen  days  after  he  was 
born,  in  1779,  which  was  not  in 
ifflie  between  the  faid  parties,  but 
mentioned  in  a  depolition  of  one  of 
the  witneffes. 

The  appellants  conceiving  them* 
felves  aggrieved  by  the  faid  orders 
of  difmiffion,  brought  their  appeal, 

14,  A  caufe  was  tried  before  Mr. 
juflice  Buller  and  a  fpecial  jury, 
in  which  Mr,  Edmund  Burke  was 
plaintiff,  and  the  printer  of  the 
Public  Advertifer  defendant.  The 
aft  ion  was  brought  for  a  libel  a* 
gainff  Mr.  Burke,  and  the  damages 
laid  at  rood.  The  jury  gave  a 
verdiCt  for  the  plaintiff  with  iqcU 

damage*. 


(5.3 ) 

Extradl  of  a  letter  Jrom  Dublin , 
July  15. 

Early  yef  erday  morning  a  num¬ 
ber  of  people  armed,  feized  on  Mr. 
Plowman,  woollen-draper,  the  cor¬ 
ner  ot  johnVlane*  and  hurried 
him  to  the  Weaver’s-fquare,  where 
in  a  few  minutes  they  dripped  and 
tarred  him.  Sheriff  Kirkpatrick, 
having  received  intelligence,  pofed 
off  to  the  Liberty,  and  imprudently 
threw  himfelf  among  the  crowd, 
without  guards,  or  any  other  af* 
ffance.  The  iheriff  refeued  the 
unhappy  man  ;  but  on  attempting 
to  feize  fome  of  the  ringleaders,  he 
was  mof  violently  oppofed.  Swords 
were  drawn,  and  the  Iheriff  received 
two  mof  fevere  cuts  on  the  head. 
At  this  moment  alderman  Hart  ap¬ 
peared,  with  a  f  rong  military  force, 
and  came  up  mof  opportunely,  as 
fhenff  Kirkpatrick  was  knocked 
down,  and  lay  in  the  utmof  danger 
of  his  life.  Mr.  Plowman  had,  it 
feems,  made  fome  very  confiderable 
importation  of  Englifh  goods  the 
day  before  he  was  waited  upon,  di¬ 
rectly  infringing  the  non-importa¬ 
tion  agreement,  and  which,  it  is 
alledged,  diew  upon  him  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  populace, 

17,  Mr.  Simp  on  wraited  upon 
Mrs.  Linton  by  the  defire  of  the 
directors  of  the  lbciety  of  Ancient 
Mufic,  andprefented  her  with  thirty 
guineas.  From  the  very  liberal 
manner  in  which  the  mulical  fund 
is  conducted,  this  unhappy  lady  and 
her  children  will  be  very  decently- 
provided  for  ;  as  the  widow  of  a 
member  fie  is  to  receive  18I,  a 
year,  and  the  allowance  for  the  main* 
tenance  of  her  three  children  will 
near  amount  to  the  fame  fum ,  The 
hilary  the  hufband  received  at  Mr. 
Colman’s  theatre  is  to  be  continued 
during  the  feafon,  the  gentlemen 
of  the  band  having  (very  much  to 
their  honour)  hired  a  fubfituto 

(P  3)  at 
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at  their  own  expence  to  do  the  ties  to  them  to  deiifi ;  die  was  at 
duty,  lad  over- heard  by  her  hufband,  but 

27.  The  following  comicSs  were  on  his  appearance,  the  treatment 
executed  this  morning  before  New-  he  received  was  by  no  means  more 
gate,  purfuant  to  their  fentence,  becoming  the  character  of  thofe 
viz.  William  Thompfon  alias  We-  gentry  who  infli&ed  it  :  4C  What  !>5 
ter  Smith,  John  Brahton,  Thomas  cried  one  of  them,  on  obferving  a 
White,  George  Dane,  and  John  military  dock  upon  him,  “  Y011 
Rich  ards.  '  are  a  volunteer,  an’t  you  r35  and 

Extract  cf  a  letter  from  V Orient,  tweaked  him  by  themoie.  Flattery 


fuly  to. 


had  too  much  irifh  blood  in  him  to 
44  Monf.  le  comte  de  Grade  is  bear  with  this  per-fonal  indignity, 
gone  home  to  the  place  of  his  exile,  in  addition  to  the  allault  upon  his 
The  captains  of  De  Suffren’s  Feet  wife  ;  he  knocked  the  ruffian  down, 

h 

tllCir  COIIUUCl  m  use  ijdit-iuu.ivo  .  Utcay 

they  are  yet  on  board  IfiAm- 
phion  of  co  guns,  where  they  have 
been  already  impmdtied  neat  twelve 


ave  pot  yet  received  fentence  tor  on  which  the  whole  corps  immedi- 
ldr  conduct  in  the  Eaih- Indies  :  ate-ly  attacked  him  with  their  i words, 


ed  him  to  retire  for  a  mo¬ 
ment,  when  he  returned  with  a 


and  oblige 

o 


mufket  in  his  hand,  happily  with* 
months.  out  a  bayonet,  with  which,  and 

30.  Friday  night  arrived  in  town  the  aid  trance  of  two  young  men 

his  excellency  the  duke  de  Char-  who  were  iif  the  houie,  he  boon 
tres,  and  the  prince  de  Leury,  from  cleared  his  fhop  of  the  rioters  ; 
France.'  They  fe.t  out  on  Saturday  who,  though  for  the  prelent  ex- 
for  Brighthelmdone,  accompanied  pelled,  foon  returned  to  the  charge, 
by  the  duke  de  Lauzun,  on  a  vifit  and  endeavoured  once  more  to  force 

to  the  prince  of  Wales.  ,  an  entrance,  but  were  valiantly 

3  ! 

of  Gh  ...  ,  ;  „ 

lets  into  the  fhop  :  fortunately  this 
act  of  delperation  mifearried,  as  no 
perfon  was  hurt  by  it.  The  offi¬ 
cers  now  demanded  a  parley,  and 


■  w  piiiivv  ▼  T  *.***-•*_>  w  - - r~j 

.  His  royal  highnefs  the  duke  withftood,  though  one  ot  them  ac- 
jslocefter,  arrived  in  town  with  tually  fired  a  pidol  laden  with  bul- 


his  duchefs  from  the  continent, 

AUGUST,' 


Dublin,  Aug.  4.  Daft' Monday  pretending  a  contrition  tor  what  had 
night,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  happened,  inhdioully  doled  in  up- 
and  twelve,  a  number  of  officers  in  on  Flattery,  lei  zed  his  firelock,  and 


the  army,  mod  of  them  aids  de 
camp  to  his  grace  the  duke  ot  Rut¬ 
land,  flufhed,  it  is  thought,  with 
wine,  entered  the  fhop  of  Mr. 
Flattery,  a  publican  on  Ormond 


flung  it  over  the  parapet  wall,  into 
the  Liffey  ;  hereupon  'the  fight  was 
renewed,  but  a  volunteer  armed 
only  with  his  bayonet,  palling  that 
way,  ranged  himfelt  on  the  hde  of 
cguay,  near  Eifex-bridge,  after  af-  the  injured  cit  zen.  This  fuccour 
faulting  a  waiter  that  flood  at  the  turned  the  fcale,  and  the  ©(lenders 
door,  in  a  mod  riotous  and  turbu  thought  proper  to  make  a  preeipi- 
lent  manner,  under  the  pretence  of  rate  retreat  ;  but  be: ore  they  got 
calling  for  liquor.  Here  they  had  clear  of  the  mob,  whom  this  affray 
not  been  long,  before  two  of  them  had  gathered  together,  and  now 
behaved  with  the  utmoif  rudenels.  joined  the  vibtors,  they  were  fa- 
and  indecency  to  Mrs.  Flattery,  luted  with  a'  volley  of  Hones,  by 
notwithstanding  her  carnelt  in  raw  which  fume *of  them  received  inch 

fevers, 
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fevere  contulions,  as  difabled  them 
from  following'  their  dying  com¬ 
rades.  One  of  them  indeed  endea¬ 
voured  to  command  refpect  from 
the  populace,  by  calling  out,  that 
he  was  a  peer  of  Great  Britain  ; 
but  this  availed  little  :  it  rather  ag¬ 
gravated  the  Jfeinoufnefs  oi  his  un¬ 
worthy  conduct,  and  the  more  ex- 
afperated  and  irritated  them  again  it 
him.  The  officers,  who  efcaped 
fil'd,  h aliened  to  all  the  city  guards, 
drafting  fro*n  thence,  particularly 
at  the  national  bank,  all  but  the 
centinels  on  duty,  returned  with 

large  bodies  of  foldierv,  denounc- 
.  °  ,  j . 
mg  vengeance  and  extirpation  to 

the  volunteers  ;  five  riff  Smith  hear¬ 
ing  of  this  dangerous  riot,  repair¬ 
ed  to  the  main  guard,  but  even 
there  could  only  get  five  men  to 
fupport  the  civil  power,  and  keep 
the  peace  of  the  city  : — His  pre¬ 
fence,  however,  for  this  time,  put 
an  end  to  the  difturbances  of  the 
night ;  and  the  next  morning  flat¬ 
tery  fwore  examination  for  an  af- 
fault  and  battery  at  the  j  nit  ices  ro¬ 
tation-office,  againft  the  rioters. — * 
One  of  them  was  brought  into  a 
houfe  on  Ormond-QuifV,  where  he 
lies  very  ill  of  Ills  wounds.  Though 
thefe  perfohs  arc,  for  this  flagrant 
offence  againft  the  police  and  peace 
of  this  city,  now  in  the  hands  of 
civil  juftice,  where  they  muft  an- 
fwer  for  the  fame,  and  be  judged 
by  the  laws  of  the  realm,  there  is 
another  tribunal  before  whom  they 
'muft  be  arraigned  ;  a  court  mar¬ 
tial,  which  the  commander  in 
chief  has  ordered  to  be  called,  on 
the  charge  againft  them  of  ungen- 
tleman.lv  conduct,  and  leading  the 
foldiers  through  the  ftreets  in  a  tu¬ 
multuous  and  riotous  manner. 

Auguji  5.  The  following  letters 
palled  and  re- puffed  on  Ormond- 
Quay,  yefterday. 

4‘  Secretary  Orde’s  refpedls  to 


(55) 

Mr.  Flattery,  has  juft  received  his 
letter  ;  willies  to  have  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  him  at  his  office,  fooh  as 
convenient.” 

Dublin  C  a  file,  Wcdnefday  morning* 

44  Mr.  Flattery’s  reipects  to  fc- 
cretary  Orde,  informs  that  he,  or 
any  perfon  for  him,  never  had  the 
plealure  of  fending  him  a  letter.” 

Ormond- Quay ,  Augilf  4. 

Mr.  Maffett,  the  young  gentle¬ 
man  who  behaved  with  fo  much 
bravery  and  gallantry  in  relett¬ 
ing  Mr.  Flattery  from  the  attack 
of  the  military  rioters,  mult 
have  undoubtedly  fallen  a  facri- 
fice  to  their  favage  fury,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  knowledge  he 
poflefled  of  the  ufe  of  arms,  and 
his  activity  in  defending  himfelf 
with  a  fword  cane.  He  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  feven  with  drawn  hang¬ 
ers,  who  at  the  fame  inftant  exerted 
every  effort  to  bring  him  to  the 
ground  ;  by  his  activity  he  extri¬ 
cated  himfelf  from  this  perilous 
fituation,  and  he  and  Mr.  Flattery 
drove  them  out  of  the  houfe.  On 
the  Quay,  the  Ikirmilh  recom¬ 
menced  with  new  vigour ;  here, 
indeed,  he  had  only  five,  whom  he 
fought  round  for  a  confiderable 
time.  We  are  happy  to  find  that 
of  the  fix  wounds  he  received, 
none  of  them  are  likely  to  prove 
mortal.  After  a  parley  was  made 
for  a  minute,  and  both  parties  a- 
greed  to  flop  farther  hoftilities,  two 
of  them  ruffled  behind  and  dif- 
armed  him,  while  another  gave 
him  a  violent  contufion  on  the  head. 
—Mr.  Maftet  happily  made  his 
efcape  to  Abbey  direct,  where  he 
was  purfued  by  fome  foldiers. 

Extra  cl  of  a  letter  from  Arras ,  dated 
Xth  infant 

44  Yefterday  morning  Mr.  Charles 
Clutterbuck,  who  has  been  confined 
at  St.  Omer’s,  and  at  this  place, 
for  two  years  pally  was  conducted 
(D  4)  WJ}  idift 
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amidft  a  vaft  concourfe  of  fpe&ators 
from  the  royal  priion  to  the  coun¬ 
cil-chamber,  in  order  to  pafs  his 
lalt  interrogation  touching  the  of¬ 
fence  he  has  committed  againft  the 
bank  of  England  ;  the  examina¬ 
tion  tailed  about  -an  hour:  the 
judge  demanded  his  defence,  which 
he  delivered  in  French,  in  thefe 
words  :  4  Si  mon  proces  avoir  ete 
inftruit  en  Angleterre  fous  le  faux 
litre  royale,  il  auroit  ete  rejette  et 
il  n’auroit  pas  ete  reconnu.’  I  un¬ 
derhand  that  he  has  alfo  prefented 
to  the  bench  of  judges  a  very  inge¬ 
nious  memorial,  {hewing  the  nature 
of  his  crime,  and  the  nature  and 
inftitution  of  the  different  banks  in 
Europe.  The  judges  are  puzzled 
to  make  a  decifion  upon  this  unpre¬ 
cedented  fuit,  which  affords  much 
argument  and  profit  to  the  lawyers 
here  ;  the  profecution  has  already 
coft  the  bank  more  than  20,000  l. 
and  as  the  whole  of  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings  are  ran'mitted  to  the  king’s 
counci x  i amber  at  Paris,  it  may 
prol ....  .y  coil  them  as  rnvich  more,” 
£xtrad  of  a  litter  from  Dublin ,  Au- 

gufi 

Yeftepday,  about  two  o’clock, 
the  duke  oi  Rutland  arrived  at  the 
caftle  fr6m  the  county  of  Weft- 
mC'ith,  fuppofed  to  be  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  exprefs  difpatched  for 
his  grace  the  day  before,  relative 
to  the  military  outrage  on  Monday 
night. 

are  informed  that  a  fpecial 
meflenger  was  difpatched  yeflerday 
evening  to  his  majefty,  with  as  im¬ 
partial  an  account  or  the  riot  on 
Monday  night  as  could  be  obtain¬ 
ed.  The  lord  lieutenant  declares 
that  he  will  not  fereen  the  offend¬ 
ers. 

Three  of  the  gentlemen  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  above  riot,  we  hear, 
|iave  given  bail. 

^  At  a  meeting  of  tjjie  corps  of 


independent  volunteers,  the  follow¬ 
ing  refolutions  were  agreed  to  5 
S4  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
we  behold  with  the  hip  heft  indig- 
nation  and  concern  the  unjuftinabie 
conduct  of  certain  officers  in  his 
majefty ’s  army,  on  the  night  ot 
Monday  the  2d  current,  who  inde¬ 
cently  and  abufively  as  tacked  the 
wife  and  perfon  of  a  citizen  of  this 
metropolis  ;  at  the  fame  time  com¬ 
mitting  thd  moll  flagrant  violation 
of  the  laws,  by  ads  of  outrage  and 
riot,  di . graceful  to  the  foidier  and 
the  gentleman,  and  fubverflve  of 
the  peace  and  fecurity  of  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

44  Refolved  unanimoufly,  That 
fipin  the  complexion  of  the  times, 
we  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  in¬ 
voke  all  our  fellow7  citizens  not  yet 
difeiplined  immediately  to  join  us, 
and  learn  the  ule  of  arms ;  as  from 
the  volunteer  ftrength,  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  have  the  fureft 
protection  for  their  civil  rights,  re¬ 
lying  at  the  fame  time  on  our  bro¬ 
ther  foldiers  now  aflociated,  that 
the)'  will  hold  themfelves  ahvay  s  in 
readinefs,  properly  appointed,  to 
turn  out  on  the  fliortelt  notice,  for 
the  fecurity  and  protection  of  every 
inhabitant  of  this  city  from  fuch 
outrage  in  future,” 

7.  At  the  affizes  for  the  county 
of  Kent,  the  caufe  between  earl 
Stanhope  and  the  Meffi  Adam  of  the 
Adelphi,  was  tried  a  third  time, 
when  the  plaintiff,  earl  Stanhope, 
obtained  a  verdief  of  1,^00 1.  da¬ 
mages,  betides  cofts  of  fuit. 

10.  Some  of  the  priloners  in  the 
King’s  benyh  attempted  their  efcape 
in  the  following  manner  :  delpair- 
jng  of  being,  liberated  by  the  in- 
folvent  bill,  which  has  flept  fo  long 

in  the  houfe  of  lords,  one  D - s 

with  a  number  of  afFociates,  af- 
fembled,  and  in  a  peremptory  man¬ 
ner  demand^  the  key  of  the  prk 
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fon  from  the  door-keeper,  who, 
fearing  the  confequences  of  a  re- 
fufai,  gave  up  the  lame.  1).  thus 
in  poffellion  of  the  key,  s  in  the 
height  of  his  joy  ran  back  into  the 
prifon  to  give  notice  thereof,  when 
the  door-keeper  immediately  clap- 
ped  too  the  door,  which  having  a 
Ipring  lock,  and  there  being  no 
key-hole  within  hide,  the  infurgents 
were  in  a  moment  as  clofe  prifon* 
ers  as  if  they  had  not  the  key.  A 
guard  was  knmediately  lent  for, 
which  h<ns  done  duty  at  the  prifon 
ever  iince  ;  where  things  remain  in 
a  iiate  of  tranquillity. 

— .  Dixon,  one  of  the  villains  ap¬ 
prehended  lor  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Linton,  efcaped  out  of  Clerken- 
well  bridewell.  He  was  not  miffed 
till  the  ufual  hour  of  locking  up 
the  prifoners  in  the  different  wards. 
There  is  little  doubt  of  this  atro¬ 
cious  offender  being  foon  retaken, 
his  person  being  well  known  to  ail 
the  con  liable  s  belonging  to  the  dif- 
ferent  public  offices,  as  well  as  the 
runners  of  the  different  gaols.  The 
means  by  which  he  effected  his  el- 
cape  were  as  follow :  a  woman, 
W  th  whom  he  cohabited,  conveyed 
into  the  prifon  the  apparel  or  a  fe¬ 
male.  He  dreffed  himfelf  in  this 
difguife,  and  his  complexion  being 
fair,  with  white  hair,  and  his  per- 
fon  not  mafeuline,  it  is  not  fur- 
priling  that  he  was  fuffered  to  pafs 
the  prifon  door.  The  woman,  who 
furpifficd  him  with  the  clothes,  has 
been  examined  before  Mr.  juftice 
Hyde,  but  flie  would  not  defer; be 
the  ffrefs. 

ILxtracl  of  a  letter  from  Dublin,  Au- 
gitft  t  i . 

Yefferday,  about  twelve  o’clock, 
a  mob,  armed  with  fwords,  piftols, 
&c,  feized  Mr.  Cromie,  merchant, 
pn  the  Lid-Bridge,  and  hurried  him 
into  PurceTs- Court,  where  they 
gripped,  tarred,  and  feathered  him. 


(S7> 

Sheriff'  Smith  came  to  his  affiftance 
when  the  operation  was  over,  and 
the  mob  dil’perfed.  One  of  the  vil¬ 
lains  wounded  Mr.  Cromie  in  the 
neck  with  a  fword  in  a  very  danger¬ 
ous  manner. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dublin ,  Au~> 
guft  1  2 . 

Yefferday  a  great  number  of 
armed  men  went  to  the  market 
in  Cole’s  lane,  and  took  from  thence 
a  butcher,  gnd  was  bringing  him 
lor  the  purpoip  of  tarring  and  fea¬ 
thering,  when  alderman  Hamilton 
got  information,  and  inftantly  pur- 
fued  them  ;  on  his  appearing  they 
immediately  difperfed,  without  per¬ 
forming  their  intention.  The 
crime  they  charged  him  with  was 
for  not  ferving  a  regular  appren- 
ticefhip. 

This  day  about  twelve  perfons, 
armed  with  blunderbuffes  and  other 
arms,  went  to  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Corbett,  woollen-draper  in  Chrifi- 
church-yard,  whom  ey  feized 
upon  by  ftpatagem.  Af  ffg  had 
been  taken  into  cuilody,  idme  fhots 
were  fired  from  the  houfe,  which 
were  repeatedly  returned  by  th? 
populace,  but  without  any  effedt, 
except  that  Mr.  Corbet  received  a 
contufion  in  the  ear  by  a  ball  from 
his  own  houfe ;  the  croud  then 
proceeded  to  the  earl  of  Meath’s 
Liberty,  where  he  was  tied  to  a  tree 
and  received  a  dozen  lafhes  ;  after 
which  he  was  completely  tarred  and 
feathered,  and  paraded  through 
feveral  itreets  :  but  on  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  file  riff  Smith  and  alderman 
Huran,  he  was  given  up  with¬ 
out  farther  injury.  The  crime  of 
which  he  was  accufed,  wa.%  that 
he  had,  after  fubferibing  to  the 
non- importation  agreement,  taken 
into  partnerfhip  feveral  obfeure  per- 
fons,  under  whole  names  he  had 
imported  and  fold  very  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  Englifh  manufacturer. 

JJub-y 
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Dublin ,  An  grift  i  3 . 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  corps 
of  Uppercrofs  and  Coolock  -vo¬ 
lunteers,  at  the  Centaur  in  Fiih- 
amble-ftreet,  Tuefday  the  10th 
of  Augu il,  1784. 

Major  M4Gormick,  in  the  chair. 
u  Refol  vred,  That  we  view  with 
the  utmofl  abhorrence  the  cruel  and 
unprovoked  outrage  committed  on 
the  perfon  of  Mr.  Neal  Flattery,  a 
member  of  this  corps,  and  a  citi¬ 
zen,  with  other  perfons  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  by  certain  officers  of  the  army, 
on  Monday  the  2d  in  ft  ant,  and  that 
we  confider  this  as  one  of  the  evil 
cfteas  of  the  unneceffary  augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  military  eftablifli- 
ment. 

“  Refolved,  That  we  pledge  our- 
felves  in  the  moft  facred  manner,  to 
each  other,  and  to  our  fellow-citi¬ 
zens,  to  hold  ourfelves  always  pre¬ 
pared  to  affift  the  magiftrates'  to  re¬ 
pel  any  fuch  violence  in  future.5’ 

Major  McCormick  reported  his 
having  received  the  following  let¬ 
ter  from  col.  lord  Harrington,  con¬ 
taining  a  mefTage  to  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  this  corps. 

Dublin  Barracks ,  Aug,  6,  1784. 
Sir, 

Having  learned,  with  much  con¬ 
cern,  that  an  affray  which  happen¬ 
ed  feme  nights  ago  f  wherein  my 
name  has  appeared)  has  been  im¬ 
puted  to  an  intention  on  my  part, 
and  that  of  the  officers  of  the  army, 
of  offering  an  infult  to  the  corps  of 
volunteers  of  this  city,  I  took  the 
earlieft  opportunity  of  endeavour¬ 
ing:  to  remove  fo  ill-founded  an  im- 
preffion,  by  a  meffage,  which  1 
begged  an  officer  of  my  regiment 
to  deliver  to  you,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  a  copy,  viz. 

I  am  defired  by  lord  Harrington 
to  wait  on  you,  in  ccnfequence  of 
his  u  having  been  informed  that 
the  unfortunate  affray,  which  hap- 
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pened  on  Monday  night  on  the 
Quay,  is  coniidered  in  the  light  of 
an  intentional  infult  on  the  vo¬ 
lunteer  corps  :  his  lordftiip  defires 
me  to  aftufe  you,  fir,  and  through 
you  the  corps  to  which  you  belong, 
that  he  is  perfuaded,  that  there  was 
not  the  remote  ft  intention  of  that 
kind  : — -and  that  in  reyard  to  him- 

L.J 

fe  1  f  w  h  o  fe  11  a  m  e  has  been  m  eh  - 
tioned  in  it)  he  never  had  an  idea 
of  treating  with  difrefpedf,  much 
left  of  offering  an  infult,  to  you, 
or  any  other  corps  of  volunteers.” 

UndeiTtanding  that  you  have  ex- 
preffed  a  wifli,  that  the  above  mef- 
iage  ill 011  Id  be  conveyed  by  letter, 
previous  to  its  being  communicated 
by  you  to  the  corps,  I  trouble  you 
with  this  repetition  of  it. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble 
and  obedient  fervant, 
Harr  i  ngtoic* 

To  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Upper- Crofs  and 
Coolock  Volunteers. 

14.  The  due  de  Chartres  fet  off 
for  France,  being  fent  for  by  order* 
of  the  French  king. 

- — .  To  the  right  hon.  the  lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  in  parlia¬ 
ment  affembled, 

The  humble  petition  of  upwards  of 
eight  hundred  prifofters  confined 
in  the  prifon  of  the  king’s  bench, 
in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  many 
thoufands  of  fellow-fufierers  at 
home  and  beyond  the  feas, 

Sheweth, 

That  a  confinement  for  the  fpace 
of  near  three  years  has  deprived  a  f| 
great  many  of  your  petitioners  of 
the  power  of  exercifing  their  feve-» 
ral  trades  and  profeffions,  whereby 
their  little  property  has  been  long 
fince  expended,  and  themfelves  and 
families  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  the 
moft  exquilite  diftrefs.  That  they 
are,  from  the  number  of  unhappy 
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objects  now  confined,  unavoidably 
crowded  tog-ether  in  fffiall  apart- 

O  x 

ments,  where  they  labour  under  all 
the  complicated  miferies  of  difeafe 
and  famine. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  mod 
humbly  pray,  that  your  lordihips 
will  pleafe  to  wake  into  your  hu¬ 
mane  conlideration  the  bill  now 
pending  before  your  lordfhips,  and 
thereby  reftore  to  life  and  liberty 
thofe  many  unhappy  families,  who, 
but  from  the  mercy  of  your  lord¬ 
ihips,  have  not  the  moil  diflant 
proipeft  of  relief. 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pray. 

King  s-B cncb  p rifon , 

Aug,  14,  *  7  8  a  . 

Committee  for  the  whole. 


from  the  houfe,  difcovering-  their 
miftake,  he  was  enlarged,  not  how¬ 
ever  before  he  had  received  ionic 
ftrokes  to  urge  his  fpeed. 

17.  Henry  Morgan  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  Newgate  by  William  Ad¬ 
dington,  efq.  charged,  on  his  own 
confeffion,  with  felonioufly  afiauit- 
ing  Charles  Linton  on  the  high¬ 
way,  in  the  parifii  of  St.  Mai  tin  in 
the  Fields,  in  the  county  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  and  taking  from  his  perfon 
a  gold  Watch,  two  guineas  and  a, 
half,  and  one  fhilling,  his  property. 
He  alfo  hands  further  charged,  on 
his  own  confeffion,  with  the  wilful 
murder  of  the  faid  Charles  Linton, 

— The  right  hon.  William  Pitt 
narrowly  e  leaped  being  fliot  by  a 
gardener  near  Wind  for.  The  cir- 


R .  Sharman,  j,  Reynolds, 

N.  Humphries,  G.  Miller, 

W.  Settle,  P.  D.  Stanhope, 

J.  Wilton,  S.  Staniland, 

II.  Grant,  L  Lodge, 

J.  Enezelin,  Simon  Patrick 
L  Jenkins,  Hely. 

Dublin ,  Aug .  16.  Belides  all  the 
old  and  extraordinary  guards  and 
Rations  of  the  king’s  garrifon  in  and 
about  this  metropolis,’  eflablifhed 
within  thefe  few  weeks,  a  ferjeant’s 
guard,  fince  T  hurl'd  ay  laft,  does 
duty  at  the  foot  of  the  Old  Bridge. 

J  O 

An  exprefs  was  yefterday  morn¬ 
ing  difpatched  from  the  callie  for 
London,  containing,  it  is  faid,  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  at  Rel¬ 
com  mo  11  and  Ballinalloe. 

Laft  Friday,  in  the  afternoon,  ja 
number  of  perfons  unknown,  arm¬ 
ed  with  fvvords  and  piftols,  went  to 
a  printing-office  in  this  city,  where 
a  paper  is  publifhed,  and  there 
feized  the  perfon  of  a  Mr.  Laf- 
celles,  fuppofmg  him  the  printer 
thereof,  with  an  intent,  it  is  thought, 
to  tar  ai>d  feather  him  ;  but  before 
they’ had  dragged  him  many  yards 


cum  farce,  was  nearly  as  follows  ; 
Mr.  Pitt  dined  that  day  with  Mr* 
Jenkinfon,  and  returned  to  town 
by  a  poll- carriage  ;  but  the  boy’s 
blundering  out  of  the  main  road, 
and  not  being  able  to  find  his  way 
back,  induced  Mr.  Pitt  to  go  to 
the  next  farm-houfe,  to  be  rightly 
informed  ;  the  dogs,  however,  mak¬ 
ing  an  alarm,  the  man  of  the  houfe 
came  out  with  a  loaded  gun,  and 
infilled  on  Mr.  Pitt’s  Handing  fill, 
on  pain  of  being  fired  at  ,*  Mr.  Pitt 
pleaded  and  expoflulated  in  vain, 
till  at  length  the  farmer  adtually 
fired  on  him  ;  the  bullet  went 
through  the  loofe  part  of  his  coat, 
but  happily  without  any  injury ; 
the  poll- boy  hearing  ihe  exploiion, 
ran  to  the  fpot,  and  his  appear¬ 
ance,  together  with  Mr.  Pitt’s  ar¬ 
guments,  at  length  lb  far  prevailed 
on  the  farmer,  that  the  young 
chancellor  was  permitted  to  with¬ 
draw  ;  and  his  antagonift  gave  him 
every  neceffitry  inftrudlion  to  find 
out  the  main  road  to  town. 

20.  Mrs.  Mailings  wife  of  Mr. 
Hailings,  governor-general  of  Ben- 
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gal,  was  preferred  to  their  maje  flies 
at  St.  James’s,  and  molt  gracioufly 
received. 

Dublin j  Augufi  20,  Yeflerday 
evening,  about  feven  o’clock,  a 
mob  affembled  in  G  rafton-ilreet,  for 
the  purpoie  of  riot,  as-  it  is  fuppofed 
lo  attack  feme  gentlemen  who  had 
been  very  active  in  affix  iating  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  public  peace ; 
in  a  moment  the  inhabitants  of  that 
neighbourhood  turned  out,  well 
appointed,  and  by  their  fpirited  in¬ 
terference,  put  an  end  to  this  dar¬ 
ing  attempt. 

Wedneiday  evening  a  number  of 
the  military  with  lide-arms,  forced 
their  way  through  feveral  markets 
in  this  city,  behaving  in  a  diforderly 
manner,  throwing  the  meat  about, 
and  ill-treating  every  peribn.  Se¬ 
veral  officers  overtook  the  rioters  in 
Patrick-flreet,  and  compelled  them 
to  return  :  when  the  gentlemen  <rGt 
them  to  Arran-quay,  they  formed 
a  line,  and  took  down  the  name  of 
every  perfon  concerned,  in  order  to 
bring  them  to  juftice. 

Dublin ,  Aug,  2  q.  Yefferday,  at 
noon,  Garret  Dignam,  found 
guilty  the  day  before  of  a  riot,  and 
tarring  a  butcher,  was,  purfuant  to 
his  fentence,  whipped  from  the. 
Tholfel  through  Patrick-flreet,  the 
Crofs  Poddle,  Francis-flreet,  and 
back  to  the  Tholfel,  by  the  way  of 
High-flreet.  The  fheriffs  Smith 
$nd  Kirkpatrick,  and  feveral  alder¬ 
men,  attended  to  fee  the  punifh- 
tnent  duly  inflibted,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  done  with  unexampled 
Severity,  'the  unhappy  wretch  be¬ 
ing  for  the  purpoie  tied  acrofs  a 
Car.  The  magistrates  for  fecurity 
were  attended  not  only  by  all  the 
peace  officers  of  Dublin,  but  alfo 
by  a  flrong  guard,  confiding  of  a 
troop,  comported  of  picked  men,  of 
Iwd  Drogheda’s  regiment  of  light 


dragoons,  and  a  detachment  of  fifty 
foot  foldiers  from  the  regiments  in 
garrifon. 

When  they  came  to  the  lower 
end  of  Francis-flreet,  near  the 
Crofs  Poddle,  fome  f ones  were 
thrown  from  the  mob  in  the  rear, 
on  which  the  foldiers,  without  any 
orders  but  the  impulle  of  relent- 
ment,  fired  upon  the  croud  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty  fhots,  by  which 
one  man,  a  poor  wool-comber  was 
killed,  and  three  or  four  wounded ; 
the  flieriffs  immediately  interpofing, 
a  llop  was  put  to  the  further  effu- 
fion  of  blood,  and  the  two  firft 
men  that  fired  were  taken  into  cuf- 
tody.  This  diflurbance  occafion- 
ing  a  halt,  an  account  thereof  was 
immediately  fent  off  to  the  caflle 
and  the  barrack,  from  whence,  in 
a  few  minutes,  flrong  parties  ar¬ 
rived  to  reinforce  the  guards  ;  no 
other  accident,  however,  worth  re¬ 
lating  occurred,  except  the  wound¬ 
ing  of  a  man  in  the  head,  by  a  fol- 
dier,  at  the  Tholfel,  who  was  at¬ 
tempting  to  crofs  the  file. 

The  news  that  the  guards  were 
firing  in  Francis-flreet  fpread  the 
greatefl  conffernation  throughout 
the  city,  which  would  not  have 
been  diminifhed,  if  the  inhabitants 
had  known,  that  all  the  regiments 
of  the  garrifon  were  drawn  out, 
fully  accoutred  with  thirty  rounds 
of  ball-cartridges  in  their  cartouch- 
boxes,  in  the  fquares  of  the  bar¬ 
rack.  Sheriff  Smith,  alter  tire  exe¬ 
cution,  repaired  to  the  barrack, 
and  acquainted  the  commanding 
officer  with  the  delinquency  of  the 


foldiers. 

Yeflerday,  after  three  in  the  affi 
ternoon,  the  cafule  gates  were  clofed, 
and  no  per  foil  Differed  to  enter  or 
pals  through. 

— .  Mr.  recorder  made  his  repor 
to  his  inafjeity,  of  the  convicts  un- 
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tier  fentence  of  death  in  Newgate, 
viz  James  Stodart,  John  White, 
John  Codd,  Robert  alias  John 
Moore,  Richard  Edwards,  James 
S biers,  Jofeph  Tufo,  William 
Holmes,  John  Matthew  Cox,  John 
Portie,  John  Foreman,  John  Ruf- 
Eer,  Mary  Marihaii,  Richard  Mid¬ 
dleton,  John  Shelley  alias  Sher¬ 
ley  alias  Sherlock,  James  Napier 
and  Thomas  Turner.-— When  James 
Napier,  John  Godd,  John  Shelley 
alias  Sherley  alias  Sherlock,  Ro¬ 
bert  alias  John  Moore,  William 
Holmes,  and  Richard  Edwards, 
were  ordered  for  execution  on  Wed- 
nefday  next,  the  id  of  September. 

Dublin ,  Aug.  27,  At  four  o’clock 
yefierday  afternoon,  the  body  of 
Condron,  the  woolfcribler,  who  re¬ 
ceived  his  death  by  a  imifket-lliot 
from  one  of  the  guard  that  attend- 
ed  the  execution  of  the  fentence  of 
whipping  infiicTd  fait  Tuefday,  on 
Garret  Diguam,  was  carried  from 
the  Liberty,  through  the  city,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  vail  concourfe  of 
people,  to  the  cemetry  at  Church- 
town,  and  there  interred.  The 
proceffion  was  throughout  conduct¬ 
ed  with  the  greatell  decency. 

This  morning  Mr.  Dowling, 
printer  of  the  Volunteers  Journal, 
Dublin,  was  apprehended  by  juf- 
tice  Graham,  and  carried  before 
judge  Rohinfon,  who  ccynmitted 
him  to  Newgate,  on  a  charge  of 
high  treafon,  at  the  fuit  of  the 
crown. 

3  1 .  His  royal  highnefs  the  prince 
of  Wales  fet  <tmt  from  Windfor  to 
B  right  b  el  mllone . 

8EFTE  MEET. 

The  following  malefactors, 
convicted  in  July  feffions,  were,  in 
pnrluan.ee  of  their  fentence,  exe-r 
cured  on  a  fcaffold  erected  for  that 
pwrpuie  before  the  door  of  New- 
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gate,  viz.  Richard  Edwards,  for 
aflaulting  the  hon.  Keith  Elphin- 
Eon,  near  the  theatre  in  the  Hay- 
market,  and  forcibly  taking  front 
him  a  gold  watch,  gold  leal, 
Robert  alias  John  Moore,  for  af- 
faulting  Mrs.  Arabella  Jeffreys  near 
St.  James’s  gate,  and  fnatching 
from  her  head  drefs  a  cliifier  dia¬ 
mond  pin  ;  John  Codd,  for  a  Erect 
robbery  on  Samuel  Ellifon  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Holmes,  for  a  burglary  in  the 
houle  of  Adam  Hamilton  at  En¬ 
field  ;  John  Shelly  alias  Sherley 
alias  Sherlock,  for  being  concerned 
with  others  in  refeuing  and  carry¬ 
ing  away  3  501b.  of  tea,  which  had 
been  feized  by  an  exeife-officer  $ 
and  James  Napier,  convicted  the 
feffions  before,  for  alia ul ting  the 
hon.  Albina  Hobart,  near  the  O- 
pera-houfe,  and  taking  from  her 
perfon  a  diamond  ear-ring,  by  tear¬ 
ing  the  fame  from  her  ear,  but 
which  dipped  out  of  his  hand,  and 
fell  into  her  handkerchief.  Hav¬ 
ing  attended  divine  fervice  in  the 
chapej,  the  unhappy  men  appeared 
on  the  fcaffold  at  twenty-five  mi¬ 
nutes  before  feven  ;  and  after  be¬ 
ing  tied  up,  they  joined  the  ordi¬ 
nary  in  fervent  devotion.  The 
prayers  being  over,  Mr.  Vilette 
took  them  each  by  the  hand,  and 
having  refpedtively  recommended 
them  to  Almighty  mercy,  went  oft" 
the  fcaffold,  when  John  Codd  gave 
a  handkerchief  to  the  deputy  "exe¬ 
cutioner,  who  at  the  convidt  s 
denre  delivered  it  to  a  perfon 
among  the  croud.  The  platform 
dropped  a  few  minutes  before  feven, 
when  Codd,  in  confequence  of  the 
noofe  having  Hipped  from  under 
the  ear  to  the  back  of  the  neck, 
writhed  his  body  and  Eruggled  near 
ten  minutes  after  his  fellow-1  u  E'er - 
ers  appeared  to  be  quite  dead. 
They  were  llout  well-made  young 
men,  the  oklefi  not  appearing  to  be 

more 
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more  than.  four  or  five  and  thirty, 
and  decently  dreffed.  Sherlock 
wore  a  new  fuit  of  mourning. 

City  of  Y  o  »  k. 

At  the  Guildhall  of  the  faid  citv, 
the  fir  ft  day  of,  September,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1784,  it 
was  refolved  by  the  mavor  and 
commonalty  of  the  fa  d  city, 
That  the  thanks  of  this  corpora¬ 
tion  here  ailembled  be  given  to  the 
right  hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  the 
right  hon.  William  Eden,  William 
joliffe,  efq,  George  Dempfter,  efq. 
and  John  Courtenay,  efq.  for  their 
wife,  ftrenuous,  and  patriotic  op- 
pofition  to  the  bill  brou  ht  into 
parliament  during  the  laft  ieffion, 
impofing  an  additional  duty  011 
windows  in  lieu  of  part  of  the  lam 
duties  on  tea,  which  bill  had  been 
declared  by  the  inhabitants  of  this 
city,  at  a  general  meeting,  to.be 
extremely  impolitic,  partial,  com- 
pulfory,  oppi'fifive,  and  unjuft,  and 
which  now  appears  to  this  corpora¬ 
tion  to  lay  a  heavy  and  peculiar 
burthen  upon  the  people  of  this 
kingdom.. 

Refolved  al fo,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  corporation  be  2 i veil  to  the 
forty  members  of  parliament  who 
divided  againft  the  third  reading  of 
the  faid  bill  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  on  the  icth  of  Auguft  laft. 

Refolved,  that  thefe  refolutions 
be  entered  into  the  corporation 
books  ;  that  copies  thereof  be  made 
and  iigned  by  the  common  clerk, 
and  tranfmitted  by  him  to  the  fcve- 
ral  gentlemen  named  in  the  nrft  re- 
folutipn,  and  that  the  fame  be  pub- 
liftred  in  both  the  York  papers. 

By  order, 

Ge o  .  Tow  n  r  m  n, 
Common  clerk  of  the  laid  city. 

— .  Laft  week  colonel  Fox,  as 
the  reprefentative  ot  the  late  lord 
Holland,  paid  into  the  Bank,  for 
the  ufe  of  government,  the  fum  of 


46,000!.  the  payment  was  made  by 
a  bill  upon  the  houie  of  Drum¬ 
mond. 


6.  This  morning,  about  fix 
o’clock,  one  hundred  tranfports 
(men  only)  were  put  on  board  a 
lighter  at  Blackfriars-ftairs,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  tranfported  to  America* 
They  were  attended  by  Mr,  flic  riff 
Pickett,  Mr.  Aker  man,  &c.  who 
faw  them  properly  fe-c u red  ;  there 
are  now  left  in  Newgate  eighty-one 
more,  moftly  women  ;  amongft  the 
notorious  ones  are  one  Webfter, 


who  has  been  tranfported  three 
times  before  ;  and  Hopping  Dick, 
who  has  been  capitally  eonvidted 
twice  before, 

— The  nobleman’s  carriage 


lately  tarred  and  feathered  by  the 
Dubbn  mob,  is  faid  to  have  be¬ 
longed  to  lord  MiUkerrv.  It  wag 

O  «•' 

the  beautiful  and  magnificent  coach 
not  long  fince  fent  over  by 
Hatchet, 

The  quarrel  with  lord  Mulberry 
is  not  on  any  political  or  perfonal 
ground,  but  merely  the  offence  his 
carriage  has  given  the  non-impor¬ 


tation  agreement:  the  agreement, 
by  the  bye,  did  not  take  place  till 
two  months  after  the  coach  was 
landed  in  Dublin  ;  fo  that  here  is 
d border  not  more  full  of  abfurdity 
than  barbarifm. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Plymouth  9 


bept. 


Laft  Thurfday  morning,  at  fen 
o’clock,  the  remains  of  lir  Eyre 
Coote,  K,  B.  were  landed  at  the 


jetty  Head,  in  the  dock-yard,  the 
Bombay  Cattle  firing  21  minute 
guns.  The  corns  of  marines  form- 
ed  a  line  to  the  dock-gates.  Drums 
beating  a  point  of  war,  colours  fly¬ 
ing,  mufic  playing  a  folemn  dirge. 
The  officers  fainted  the  liearfe  as  it 
paffed  them.  In.  Forc-ftreet,  two 
companies  of  royal  .artillery,  the 
39th  and  40th  regiments  of  foot,  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  the  body,  forming  thern- 
fclves  into  divifioris  of  fix  abreaft  ; 
the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry 
taking  the  lead.  They  then  pro¬ 
ceeded  through  the  towns  of  Dock, 
Store-houie  and  Plymouth,  through 
the  Glacis  to  the  gates  of  the  cita¬ 
del,  where  the  liyutenant-govemor, 
Campbell,  received  the  body  with 
every  mark  of  refpedt.  The  two 
battalions  and  artillery  formed  on 
the  parade,  before  the  governor’s 
houfe ;  the  grerfhdiers  and  light 
infantry,  in  four  divifions,  efcorted 
the  hear’fe  to  the  chapel,  the  troops 
prefenting  their  arms  :  the  drums 
beating  and  mufic  playing,  19  mi¬ 
nute  guns  were  fired  during  this 
ceremony,  and  the  body  was  depo- 
iited  in  the  chapel  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  and  refpeT.  The  nume¬ 
rous  crowds  of  fpcdhitors  which  at¬ 
tended,  teftified  their  regard  to  the 
memory  of  fo  great  a  man. 

7.  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
an  add  refs  to  Ins  majefty  from  the 
freeholders  of  the  county  of  Meath, 
in  Ireland,  in  which  they  fay,  that 
they  fee  with  concern  and  indigna¬ 
tion  the  public  peace  difiurbed,  and 
the  government  infulted,  by  the 
intemperance  of  fome  mifguided 
perfons  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
are  happy  in  declaring  to  his  ma- 
j.efly,  that  the  tranquillity  of  that 
county  has  been  preferved  with¬ 
out  interruption,  and  that  they 
will,  in  their  feveral  capacities,  ufe 
every  exertion  to  maintain  and  cul- 
tiyate  a  difpofition  to  good  order, 
an  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  a  re- 
fpect  for  the  legiflature,  as  the  bed 
fecurities  of  their  properties,  free¬ 
dom,  and  religion. 

Extra St  of  a  letter  from  Dublin , 
Sept.  10. 

The  confeq uences  of  the  attempt 
made  a  few  days  ago  by  the  mili¬ 
tary  to  refeue  one  of  their  officers, 
confined  for  debt,  have  turned  out 


to  be  much  more  melancholy  than 
the  public  were  at  fir  it  taught  to  be¬ 
lieve.  The  following  are  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  that  unfortunate  affray. 
Captain  Pallifer,  of  the  9th  dra¬ 
goons,  was  ar relied  and  carried  to 
a  lock-up  houfe,  where  he  was 
fafely  lodged  :  a  woman,  whom  he 
kept,  called  together  out  of  their 
beds,  a  nupiber  of  the  privates  of 
the  regiment ;  and  after  giving  them 
a  great  quantity  of  fpirituous  li¬ 
quors,  file  excited  them  to  go  and 
refeue  her  paramour.  The  men 
readily  undertook  the  bufinefs, 
heated  as  they  were  with  (pints, 
and  perhaps  not  a  little  prompted 
to  it  by  affection  for  their  officer. 
The  fherifPs  officer’s  houfe  was  at 
the  end  of  a  little  narrow  court  ; 
from  this  ciicumflance  it  was  mor® 
dangerous  to  approach  it  in  hoffile 
array,  and  the  more  eafy  to  repel 
an  attack  :  the  dragoons,  however, 
attacked  it  with  great  violence  ; 
but  were  1  epulfed  with  three  dif- 
cliarges  of  a  blunderbufs,  loaded 
with  Hugs.  One  man  was  left  dead 
upon  the  fpot ;  three  more  were 
wounded  in  fuch  a  manner  that 
they  died  a  few  hours  after;  five 
more  were  carried  to  the  Royal  In¬ 
firmary,  arid  of  two  of  them  the 
furgeons  have  defpaired ;  many 
others  were  wounded  in  the  legs, 
breads,  and  arms.  The  reafon  that 
lb  many  were  wounded  was,  that 
the  place  being  narrow,  and  the 
foot  flying  in  various  directions,  aU 
moll  every  fiug  told  ;  fo  that  fcarce- 
ly  one  of  the  dragoons  efcaped  un¬ 
hurt.  Soon  after  the  affray,  cap¬ 
tain  Pallifer  was  removed  to  New 
Prlfon  for  greater  fee  unity.  The 
whole  of  the  regiment  ht?d  been  or¬ 
dered  into  country  quarters  fome 
time  before  the  above  melancholy 
affair  ;  and  two  troops  had  actually 
marched  out  of  town  ;  the  other 
two  were  to  have  followed  them  as 
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on  the  fecond  day  after  the  not ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  news  of  the  af¬ 
fray  reached  the  Cable,  they  were 
ordered  to  march  at  an  hour’s  no¬ 
tice  ;  and  an  exprefs  was  dispatched 
for  lord  Drogheda’s  light-horfe  (the 
1 8th  dragoons)  to  fpeed  to  Ddblin 
to  replace  them  :  the  18th  is  ac¬ 
tually  arrived. 

1 1  .  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
an  addrefs  to  the  king  frqm  the 
mayor,  flierifts,  and  grand  jury  of 
the  county  of  the  town  of  Carrick- 
fergus,  thanking  his  majefty  for  the 
re  ft  oration  of  their  lights  and  privi¬ 
leges  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
and  ex  p  refit  ve  of  their  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  his  majefty’s  per- 
fon  and  government,  and  their  for- 
row  and  indignation  at  the  late  tu¬ 
mults  in  Dublin. 

Ennis,  Sept.  13.  This  morning 
a  duel  was  fought  near  Tubber,  in 
the  county  of  Galway,  between 
j,  Boucher  and  II.  Evans,  efiqrs. 
Mr..  Evans  took  the  fir, ft  fhot,  arid 
lodged  his  ball  in  Mr.  Boucher’s 
groin,  who,  with  the  greateft  cool- 
nefs,  (though  it  is  feared  mortally 
wounded)  preferved  his  ground,  and 
returned  the  fire,  wounding  his  an- 
tagonift  in  the  belly,  and  it  is 
thought  equally  dangerous  ;  the 
fecond s  now  interfering,  put  an  end 
to  this  melancholy  affair. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dublin , 
Sept .  1 4. 

About  two  o’clock  on  Sunday 
laft,  an  account  was  received  at  the 
Barrack,  that  a  foldier  belonging 
to  the  26th  foot,  was  lying  on  the 
Circular  Road,  houghed  in  a  dread¬ 
ful  manner  ;  a  ferjeant  and  a  guard 
were  immediately  difpatched  to  his 
affiftanee,  and  found  him  in  the 
ftate  deferibed,  with  two  contulions 
on  his  head  ;  on  enquiry,  he  faid, 
that  he  was  attacked  by  three  vil¬ 
lains,  who  knocked  him  down,  and 
then  houghed  him.  Durihg  the 


time  the  foldiers  were  preparing1 
means  to  have  their  wounded  com¬ 
panion  carried  to  the  hofpital,  the 
ferjeant  tracked  the  blood  about 
twenty  yards,  and  at  fome  diftance 
found  a  knife  bloody  ;  this  he  put 
in  his  pdeket*  without  further  no¬ 
tice  fill  he  arrived  at  the  Barrack, 
when  he  deftred  the  foldiers  of  the 
rilels  to.  which  the  wounded  man 
belonged  to  prepare  their  mels 
knives  ;  behold  here  was  one  mif¬ 
fing  :  he  aiked  therli  if  they  would 
know  the  knife,  they  faid  they 
mu  ft  know  it  well  ;  on  which  he 
produced  the  one  found,  and  they 
declared  it  belonged  to  their  com¬ 
panion.  Sufpicions  now  anting 
that  the  deed  had  been  done  by 
himfelf,  he  was  brought  to  a  court- 
martial,  and  tried,  and  the  evidence 
appearing  very  firong  agauift  him, 
he  confelfed  the  fad,  and  was  fen- 
tenced  to  receive  500  lafhes  before 
he  was  dilcharged. 

About  three  o’clock  this  morning 
was  received  the  melancholy  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  death  of  Richard 
Evans,  efq.  in  confequence  of  the 
wound  he  received  in  the  late  duel. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  the  fhridte it 
integrity  and  moil  unblemifhed  cha¬ 
racter  ;  as  a  friend,  was  fanguine 
and  fincere  ;  and  as  an  acquaint¬ 
ance,  fafe  and  agreeable.  His 
death  is  moil  universally  lamented. 

— .  The  remains  of  general  fir 
Eyre  Coote  were  brought  in  great 
funeral  pomp  from  Plymouth,  to 
be  interred  atRockburne,  in  Hants. 
Col.  Boyd,  the  hon.  gen.  Bathurfi, 
the  hon.  Mr.  Bulkeley,  fir  Edward 
Hulre  bart.,  col.  Owen,  col.  Hulfe, 
major  Coote,  major  Bromley,  capt. 
Hvitchinfon,  with  the  principal 
gentlemen  and  clergy  ot  the  neigh* 
bourhood,  and  the  tenants  of  the 
late  fir  Eyre  Coote,  attended  to  pay 
their  laft  tribute  of  refpedf. 

15.  The  populace  took  the  horfea 

from 
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from  the  coach  of  the  right  non.  wretches  who,  like  beads  of  prey* 
Charles  James  Fox,  in  Oid-ftreet,  go  about  for  the  purpofe  of  rapine 
and  fubftituted  themfelves  in  their  and  deltrudion,  to  attack  the  pro- 
p|aceSt  perries,  and,  upon  the  lead  refift* 

&  16.' It  is  faidth  it  his  royal  high-  ance,  the  Jives  of  their  innocent 
net's  the  prince  of  Wales,  having  fellowftubjeds,  mud  be  cut  off  from 
heard  that  a  natural  fon  of  his  late  that  country  to  which  they  have 
majefty  king  George  11.  was  in  proved  fo  dangerous,  and  the  ia- 
a  manner  unprovided  for,  made  an  vagenels  of  whole  difpolition  ex-* 
inquiry  into  that  gentleman’s  iitua-  ceeds  the  very  beads  erf  prey  them- 
tion,  and  having  received  the  mod  fdves. 

convincing  te dimonies,  that  he  was  44  i  oil  dand  rorth  a  melancholy 
no  impoftor,  has  mod  gracioufly  example  of  the  dreadful  conie- 
been  pleafed  to  fettle  on  him  a  fa-  quences  of  a  profligate  and  aban- 
lary  of  200I.  per  annum*  -  doned  life,  and  of  thole  certain  fteps 
His  late  majefty  George  the  Se-  by  which  the  commiffion  of  one 
cond  had  feveral  natural*  children  crime  too  frequently  leads  to  that  of 
in  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  who  others  of  a  much  deeper  die.  You 
were  all  properly  taken  care  o f.  have  deprived  an  innocent  fellow- 
The  above  gentleman,  by  fome  creature  ot  his  life,  actuated  by  no 
fortuitous  circumdances,  however,  other  motive  than  a  third  of  plun- 
was  totally  neglected.  tie,  at  an  der  and  blood,  and  for  no  other* 
t'Ady  period,  was  lent  on  board  a  provocation  than  the  juft  defence  of 
man  of  war,  and  ferved  fome  years  his  property.  You  have  deprived 
as  a  warrant  officer.  He  afterwards  the  wife  of  her  hufband,  the  child- 
was  an  enlign  in  the  Hampfliire  mi-  ren  ot  a  father,  and  both  of  tneir 
litia,  in  which  fituation  he  con-  protestor.  Y  ou  have  reduced  an 
tinued,  till  a  worthy  character  re-  innocent  family  to  mifery  and  di- 
prefented  his  cafe  to  his  royal  high-  ftrefs,  and  deprived  them  of  that 
nefs  the  prince  of  Wales.  fupport,  or  forced  them  to  feek  it 

17.  This  day  came  on  the  trial  from  the  public,  which  they  de- 
of  Henry  Morgan  for  the  murder  rived  from  the  honeft  induftry  of 
of  Mr.  Linton  ;  and  the  jury  hav-  the  deceaft  d.  For  crimes  fo  enoiv 
ing  found  him  guilty,  the  recorder  mous  as  thefe  you  can  expeCt.no 
addreffed  him  precilely  in  the  fol-  mercy  from  thoie  entrufted  with 
lowing  words  ;  the  execution  ot  the  law. 

44  Henry  Morgan,  44  Happy  wiii  it  be  .for  you,  if 

44  You  have  been  juftly  con-  that  remorie  and  contrition  of  mind, 
vided  of  the  crime  of  murder,  a  which  feemed  to  have  led  you  to 
crime  from  which  nature  Ihrirtks  make  a  confeffion  of  your  guilt, 
with  horror,  and  which  in  all  ages  fhould  operate  fo  upon  your  wicked 
and  in  all  countries,  in  the  light  of  heart  as  to  produce  that  fincere  and 
both  God  and  man,  hath  been  ever  deep  repentance  which  alone  will 
detefted  as  a  moil  enormous  crime.  obtain  mercy  in  the  light  of  that 
44  We  have  had  the  pain  of  fee-  God  before  whom  you  are  fooiij 
Ing  many  unfortunate  wretches  pay  very  foon,  to  render  an  account, 
their  forfeited  lives  to  the  offended  44  After,  therefore,  exhorting 
laws  of  their  country,  for  crimes  of  you  to  make  the  belt  ule  of  that 
infinitely  lefs  magnitude.  1  hofe  little  fpace  of  life  which  now  re- 
17-84.  (F)  1  mains 
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mains  to  you,  it  is  my  duty  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  awful  lentence  of  the 
law,  which  is,  That  you,  Henry 
Morgan,  be  on' Monday  next  hang¬ 
ed  by  the  neck  until  you  are  dead, 
and  your  body  be  afterwards  dii- 
feded  and  anatomized ;  and  may 
the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  your 
foul!” 


[September* 

mob  to  fee  the  dead  body.  His 
behaviour  ar  chapel  was  attentive# 
and  "exceedingly  penitent.  Karly 
on  Monday  morning  (for  he  had. 
no  ileep)  he  repeated  his  contrition 
for  the  horrid  faff  to  two  pri loners 
in  fhe  cell  with  him  On  going  to 
chapel,  however,  previous  to  his 
execution,  to  receive  the  facra- 


20.  Henry  Morgan,  convicted 
laft  Friday  for  the^  wilful  murder 
of  Mr.  Linton,  on  the  7th  of  July, 
near  St.  Martin’s  lane,  by  dabbing 
him  in  the  belly  with  a  large  cafe- 
knife,  was  executed  on  a  icaffold 
eredted  before  Newgate.  At  half 
pad  fix  the  convict  came  upon  the 
Icaffold  wi  h  a  book  in  his  hand, 
and  prayed  in  an  audible  voice,  and 
with  every  appearance  of  fervent 
devotion.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  the  ordinary  quitted  the  icaf¬ 
fold,  when  the  malefactor,,  in  an 
impaflioned  tone  of  voiced  conti¬ 
nued  to  repeat — ~a  Oh,  my  God, 
forgive  all  my  fins  ;  Lord,  have 
mercy  upon  me  ;  Chris!  Jelus,  re¬ 
ceive  my  ioui  and  while  utter¬ 
ing  thefe  ejaculations,  the  platform 
dropped,  and  after  a  few  convul¬ 
sive  druggies,  he  became  motion- 
lefs  A  woman  and  a  child  now 
came  upon  the  Icaffold,  and  had 
the  hand  of  the  malefactor  llroked 
feveral  times  upon  their  necks,  un¬ 
der  a  notion  of  it$  removing  wens. 
After  hanging  the  ufual  time,  the' 
bode  was  put  into  a  fliell,  and  car-, 
ried  to  Surgeon’  Hall,  in  order  for 
diffeftion. 

The  following  extraordinary  par¬ 
ticulars  relating  to  Morgan,  the 
murderer,  may  he  depended  upon. 
He  made  a  full  eonfeffion  of  his 
guilt,  immediately  after  his  trial  ; 
and,  on  Sunday,  publicly  declared 
he  was  dm  perfon  who  gave  Mr. 
Linton  the  fatal  wound,  and  even 
went  afterwards-  with  fame  o{  the 


ment,  he  denied  to  Mr.  Villette  any 
knowledge  of  the  murder  or  rob¬ 
bery  ;  and,  weeping  bitterly,  laid 
he  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  make 
the  former  confelfion.  On  his  per-? 
fevering  in  this  lingular  aflertion, 
the  ordinary,  with  great  propriety* 
refilled  to  adminifier  the  facrament 
to  him.  He  then  afee-nd.d  the  leaf- 
fold,  and  declared  repeatedly  his 
innocence  to  the  fhe ritfs,  &c.  On 
a  gentleman  alking  him,  what  he 
thought  w-uld  become  of  his  im¬ 
mortal  part,  if  he  left  the  world 
with  a  lie  in  his  mouth  ;  Morgan/ 
anfwered,  44  the  hotteft  pit  in  hell 
would  be  too  good  for  fuch  a 
wretch.”  He  in  his  laft  moments 
continued  to  deny  the  fact,  and  read 
the  Lamentation  of  a  Sinner  from 
the  Liturgy  the  infant  before  he 
fuff  e  red. 

The  unfortunate  Morgan,  dur¬ 
ing  his  confinement  in  Newgate, 
lent  feveral  meftages  to  an  uncle,  a 
tradesman  of  reputation  at  the  we  it 
end  of  the  town,  requeuing  to  lee 
him  ;  but  the  hitter  could  not  be 
prevailed  on  \o  viiit  the  prifoner. 
The  caule  of  this  was,  we  are  al¬ 
lure  1  upon  good  authority,  owing, 
to  Morgan’s  having  repeated  y 
ftripped  his  lifter,  a  i.ober,  mode  ft 
girl,  of  her  deaths,  See.  Being 
frequently  ill  treated  by  him,  file1 
fought  an  aly  l  urn  with  her  uncle, 
who  took  her  into  his  family,  and, 
employed  her  in  the  fhop.  in- this 
fituation  Morgan  fometimes  viuted 
her  by  Health  ;  and  one  Sunday, 
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when  the  family  were  abroad,  he 
made  a  proposal  to  her  to  rob  her 
benefactor  :  ffirack  with  horror  at 
inch  a  proportion,  flie  refufed,  and 
threatened  him  in  the  fevered  man¬ 
ner  ;  on  which  he  drew  a  knife, 
and  attempted  tomcat  her  throat ; 
But  .  her  cries  alarmed  a  man  who 
happened  to  be  belov  ftairs,  .and 
the  villain  precipitately  left  the 
home.  The  y o u ng^wo man  ivas  ex¬ 
ceedingly  addicted  at  his  miferahle 
fate,  and  often  afforded  him  affift- 


ance  during  his  confinement.  She 
was  lent  out  of  town  by  her  relation 
bn  Saturday  lad  in  an  agony  of  de- 
fpair. 


26.  Dixon,  the  accomplice  of 
Morgan,  in  the  robbery  and  mur¬ 
der  of  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Linton, 
;a  month  or  two  fmce,  in  St.  Mar¬ 
tin’s  lane,  was  apprehended  at  the 
houfe  of  his  father,  in  Lille- dreet, 
Leiceiter- fields,  and  brought  before 
juftice  Addington,  at  the  office  in 
Eow-dreet,  where,  on  his  exami¬ 
nation,  a  charge  was  made  a  gain  ft 
him  of  a  burglary,  committed  in 
the  houfe  of  Mr.  Andrews,  watch¬ 
maker,  at  Dover,  on  or  about  the 
iSth  indant.  The  father  was  con¬ 
cerned  with  Dixon  in  receiving  the 
property  taken  at  Dover,  and  it  was 
on  that  account  that  fir  Sampfon 
Wright’s  officers  vidted  his  houfe  in 
Ldfle-d  reet :  while  they  were  fe arch¬ 


ing  for  the  dolen  goods  in  a  dark 
clo’et,  which  the  mother  endea¬ 
voured  to  keep  them  from  looking 
into,  they  felt  the  face  of  a  man, 
and  upon  their  forcing  him  from 
his  hiding  place,  it  appeared  to  be 
Dixon,  after  whom  they  had  long- 
been  in  purfuit.  The  father  is  in 
Dover  gaol,  having  been  appre¬ 
hended  at  the  Ship  inn,  in  that 
town,  on  fufpicion  of  being  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  burglary  ;  a  pgrt  of 
the  goods,  ffiolen  from  Mr.  An- 


drews,  were  found  upon  him ;  and 
lad  night  the  lifter  of  Dixon,  a  de¬ 
cent  well- looking  girl,  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  New  Prifon’  for  farther 
examination.  The  mother  made 
her  elcape  ;  but  Dixon  will  himfelf 
be  re-examined  on  Friday.  He 
vederday  evening  after  ted,  that 
Morgan  and  he  were  both  innocent 
of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Linton. 

— .  This  evening  the  tragedy  of 
Zara,  and  the  farce  of  Catherine 
and  Petruchio,  were  added  at  Co- 
vent-garden-theatre  for  the  benefit 
of  Mrs.  Linton  and  her  family.  The 
night  was  very  profitable  "to  the 
objects  to  whom  this  confolation 
was  meant  to  be  imparted.  The 
number  oK  tickets  di'dributed  pre¬ 
vious  ^  to  the  night  exceeded  all 
precedent.  Above  fix  thoufand 
were  out  in  the  hands  of  different 
partisans.  The  receipts  of  the 
houfe  were  320I.  and  the  prefects 
made  an  addition  of  alrnoft  twice  as 
much  more.  The  players,  ac¬ 
cording  to  them  ufual  munificence, 
and,  to  do  them  juftice,  on  fuch 
occafions  no  order  of  men  are  more, 
munificent,  all  were  volunteers, 
and  gave  up  their  night’s  pay. 

— .  The  houfe  or  Edmund  Burke, 
efej.  of  Beaconsfield,  wras  broke 
open  and  robbed  of  a  variety  of 
plate  and  other  articles  to  a  con- 
fiderable  value.  The  robbers  came 
down  from  London  in  a  phaeton 
which  they  had  hired  in  Oxford* 
road.  They  broke  open  a  field- 
gate  at  the  fide  of  the  road,  oppo- 
iite  the  avenue  which  leads  up 
through  the  lawn  to  the  back  of' 
the  houfe,  and  there  the  horfes  and 
phaeton  were  left  in  a  corner  of  the 
field,  as  appeared  by  the  marks  of 
the  wheels,  the  horfes,  and  the 
men.  At  about  one,  it  is  fuppofed, 
they  came  up  to  the  houfe,  and 
having  puffed  the  left  wing  on  the 
(b  z)  rear, 
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tear,  they  took  their  hand  under  a 
pear-tree,  in  the  corner,  where,  by 
the  grabs  being  much  trodden,  it 
may  be  conjectured  they  flood  about 
an  hour,  Mr.  Burke  was  in  town, 
but  Mrs,  Burke  and  the  reft  of  the 
family  were  at  home.  Mrs.  Burke’s 
maid  was  looking  out  of  the  win¬ 
dow,  it  being  a  remarkable  clear 
night,  until  half  paft  one  o’clock, 
but  heard  no  noife,  nor  faw  any 
appearance  of  robbers.  Soon  after 
file  retired.  From  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  it  muft  be,  thofe  fellows 
came  round  to  the  front  of  the 
houfe,  and  cutting  a  hole  in  the 
glafs,  and  then  through  the  win¬ 
dow  in  the  area,  they  puftied  back 
the  bolt,  and  got  in.  They  pro¬ 
ceeded  only  to  the  place  where  the 
plate  in  daily  ufe  was  kept.  ;  the 
reft  was  in  an  iron  cheft,  in  the 
butler’s  pantry,  and  where  young 
Mr.  Burke’s  man  flept.  Having 
got  about  150I.  worth,  as  may  be 
calculated  from  the  number  of 
ounces,  they  packed  it  up,-  and  re¬ 
treated  with  their  booty.  They 
left  behind  them  a  match  and  tinder 
box,  a  fack,  a  wax  taper,  a  fafhion- 
able  cane,  and  an  iron  inftrument 
for  forcing  window-fhutters.  They 
alfo  left  a  tea  canifter,  which  they 
carried  out  of  the  houfe  ;  but  they 
broke  it  open,  and  took  out  of  it 
.all  the  tea.  The  time  in  which 
this  bufmefs  was  accomplilhed,  was 
.about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  ; 
for  a  little  before  three,  fome  of 
the  labourers  were  up  about  the 
houfe,  but  the  burglary  was  not 
dlfcovered  until  near  fix  o’clock. 
A  purfuit  was  inflantly  fet  on  foot, 
but  no  certain  traces  could  be  dis¬ 
covered  which  road  they  took  ;  and 
as  there  was  no  account  at  the  turn¬ 
pikes,  it  is  probable  they  proceed¬ 
ed  through  the  bye-roads,  which 
lsa4  from  Beaconsfieid  to  Watford, 
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and  fo  acrois  the  common  to  Har¬ 
row,  from  Harrow  to  the  New 
Road,  where  the  turnpikes  are  open 
all  night,  and  along  the  New  Road 
acrois  Illington,  into  Moorfields, 
and  from  thence  into  Duke’s  Place, 
where  in  all  probability  the  whole 
has  been  melted  down  by  the  gang. 
The  plan  for  this  robbery  muft  have 
been  a  very  regular  concerted 
fcheme,  and  the  robbers  muft  have 
had  an  accomplice  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  houfe ;  fome- 
body  perhaps  who  lived  in  the  fa¬ 
mily,  and  had  been  diichafged ; 
at  leaft  it  is  fo  lufpected. 

29,  According  to  ancient  cuf- 
tom,  a  common  hail  was  held  at 
Guildhall  lor  the  election  of  a  lord- 
mayor,  lor  the  enduing  year.  At 
one  o’clock  the  lord  mayor,  tht 
aldermen  Aifop,  Crolby,  Saw- 
bridge,  Halliflix,  Plomer,  Wilkes, 
Boy  dell,  N  ewnham,  Clark,  Wright, 
GUI,  Pickett,  Sanderfon,  Kitchen, 
Watfon,  Bates,  Hopkins,  Lewis, 
and  Burnell,  attended  divine  fer- 
vice  at  St.  Lawrence’s  church. 

Upon  their  return  to  the  h lift¬ 
ings,  the  common  hall  was  opened 
with  the  ufual  iblemnities,  and  was 
iiiied  with  at  leaft  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  liverymen.  All  the  alder¬ 
men  below  the  chair,  who  had,  1 
ierved  the  office  of  fheriff  (except  1 
Hart  and  Pugh,  who  yefterday 
refigned  their  gowns)  were  put  in 
nomination ;  but  aldermen  Clark, 
and  Wright  being  the  gentlemen 
in  rotation  for  the  office,  were 
unanimoufly  returned  to  the  court 
of  aldermen. 

30.  Died,  at  his  houfe  in  Ber- 
mondfey,  in  Surry,  Richard  Ruf- 
fcll,  el'q.  in  the  commiffion  of  the 
peace  lor  that  county.  He  died  a 
bachelor,  and  has  left,  among  other 
legacies,  3000I.  to  the  Magdalen 
hofpital ;  3000I.  ta  the  Small-poX 
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hofpita! ;  3OC0I.  to  the  Lying-inn 
Eofpital  near  Weftmi  niter-bridge  ; 
50c!.  to  the  Surry  Difpenfary ; 
2000!  for  a  monument  to  be  erect¬ 
ed  in  St.  J  ohn’s  church,  Southwark ; 

5 oh  each  to  fix  young  women  to 
attend  as  pall-bearers  on  the  night 
of  his  interment ;  20I.  each  to  four 
other  young  women,  who  are  to 
precede  his  corpfe,  and  drew  dow¬ 
ers,  whilft  the  Dead  March  in  Saul 
is  to  be  played  by  the  organift  of 
St.  John’s  ;  iool.  to  the  reverend 
Mr.  Grofe  to  write  his  epitaph. 
This  fum  had  been  fir  it  left  to  Dr. 
Samuel  johnfon,  but  altered  by  a 
codicil  in  favour  of  the  reverend 
Mr.  Grofe.  All  the  reft  of  his  pro¬ 
perty,  after  faie  of  his  eftates,  to 
the  Afylum  for  young  girls  in 
Lambeth  parifli  *  which,  it  is  f*up- 
poled,  will  amount  to  15  or  i6,oool. 
after  all  the  legacies  and  funeral 
charges  are  defrayed.  Eight  of  the 
adting  magiftrates  in  Surry  are  re» 
quelled  in  his  will  to  attend  his  fu¬ 
neral  ;  and  his  executors  are  hr 
jofeph  Mawbey,  bart.  Samuel  Gil- 
lam,  Thomas  Beil,  and  William 
Leavis,  efqrs. 

We  alfo  learn,  that  he  has  left 
iool.  to  be  given  away,  on  the 
morning  of  his  interment,  in  bread 
and  meat  to  the  poor  of  St.  John’s 
parifti  in  Southwark.  He  has  alfo 
left  iool.  to  the  charity  lchool  of 
St.  John’s,  and  the  like  fum  to  the 
charity  fchool  of  Bermondfey. 

The  fix  young  women  who  are 
to  attend  his  funeral  as  pall-bearers, 
and  the  four  others  to  drew  flowers 
before  his  corpfe,  are  to  be  fpin- 
fters,  and  of  good  character  and 
reputation. 

He  has  left  four  guineas  to  be 
paid  yearly  to  the  fexton  of  St. 
John’s  parifti,  to  keep  his  monu¬ 
ment  clean  ;  and  has  directed  his 
picture  ihall  be  placed  in  the  com¬ 
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mittee-room  of  the  Afylum,  and 
his  will  to  be  read  there  once  in 
every  year,  for  which  the  fecretary 
is  to  have  an  annual  gratuity. 

Five  hundred  pounds  are  to  be 
fpent  on  his  funeral,  exclufive  of 
the  fums  left  to  the  young  maidens, 
which  he  exprefly  declares  {hall  not 
be  confidered  as  part  of  the  charges 
of  his  funeral. 

Fie  has  directed  his  body  to  be 
moved  to  a  more  convenient  place 
than  his  own  houfe,  previous  to 
the  funeral  proceffion  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  body  wall  lie 
in  date  in  the  Great  Room  at 
Union-hail,  in  Union-ftreet,  South¬ 
wark  ;  from  whence  it  is  to  be  car¬ 
ried  for  interment  in  St.  John’s 
church,  on  Tuefday  fe’nnight  in 
the  evening. 

He  has  left  iool.  each  to  three 
or  four  friends,  but  has  not  men¬ 
tioned  the  name  of  any  one  of  his 
relations,  one  of  whom,  Mils  Ruf- 
f ell,  an  amiable  young  girl,  in 
poor  circumftances  in  Southwark* 
we  are  glad  to  hear,  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  a  pall-bearer  by  his  exe¬ 
cutors.  His  other  relations  are 
faid  to  live  in  Staffordfhire,  and  at 
Birmingham. 

Mr.  RuiTell  was  formerly  a  wool- 
da  pier,  but  had  relinquifhed  bufi- 
nefs  ;  he  was  61  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

OCTOBER. 

City  of  Gloucefter,  7  At  a  com- 
To  wit.  £  mon  coun¬ 

cil  houfe,  held  at  the  Tolfey,  in 
the  faid  city,  on  Friday  the  firft  of 
October,  in  the  24th  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  fovereign  lord  George 
the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ire¬ 
land,  king,  defender  of  the  faith, 
and  fo  forth,  and  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1784. 

(E  3)  Re-. 
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Refolved  unaiimolifly, 

That  the  honourable  Thomas 
Edfcine,  barriO  er  at  law,  be  pre- 
fented  with  the  freedom  of  this 
city,  as  a  teflimony  of  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  this  corporation  of  his 
zeal,  abilities,  and  fpirit,  with 
which  he  de; ended  the  rights  or 
juries  in  the  late  trial  <  f  the  dean 
of  St.  Afaph,  at  Shrewibtiry,  for 
a  libel  ;  and  that  the  fame  be 'com4- 
mimicated  to  him  by  the  right 
hon.  the  mayor  of  this  city,  and 
alfo  publifhed  in  fuch  public  pa¬ 
pers  as  the  mayor  fhall  think  pro¬ 
per. 

2.  A  wardmote  was  held  at  Inn¬ 
holders5  hall,  in  Elbow-lane,  be¬ 
fore  the  rjp’ht  honourable  the  lord 

O 

mayor,  for  the  election  of  an  al¬ 
derman  for  the  ward  of  Dowgate, 
in  the  room  of- John  Hart,  eiq.  who 
reiigned  his  gown  laid  Wednesday, 
when  Paul  Le  Melnrier,  e!q„  a 
merchant  in  Walbrook,  and  mem¬ 
ber  for  Southwark,  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen. 

— - .  The  right  honourable  the 
lord  mayor  held  a  wardmote  at  Ba¬ 
kers’)  hall,  in  Harp-lane,  Tower- 
fireef,  for  the  election  of  an  aider- 
man  of  Tower  ward,  in  the  room 
of  ITmrrTligh,  efq.  reiigned,  when 
Richard  Atkinfon,  efq.  me!  chant, 
Fenchurch-fireet,  was  chofen 
without  oppojkioil. 

8.  The  unhappy  anecdote  of  the 
bapking-houfe  and  their  clerk, 
"which  is  now  fo  much  the  topic,  is 
in  its  principal  circumftances  as  fol¬ 
lows.  Some  months  fince  a  main 
portion  of  the  account  was  found 
to  be  disordered  ;  the  bill-book  was 
blotted,  defaced,  and  mutilated  : 
&pd  at  the  fame  time  ■  a  deficience 
was  dTcovered  in  the  general  ba¬ 
lance  to  the  amount  of  a  thou  fa  ml 
rounds.  The  confequence  of  this, 
might  be  expedit'd,  was  much 
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ifneafinefs,  and  much  Serious  en¬ 
quiry  and  animadverfion  ;  the  books 
were  again  and  again  examined ; 
the  clerks  together  and  fep a  rarely 
put  to  the  teit  ;  but  without  any 
elfecft  :  not  a  iingle  obfervation, 
tranfpired  that  could  bring  the  com- 
miffion  home  to  any  one.  Of 
courfc,  1  rapid  on  fell  on  many,  and 
all  were  very  narrowly  watched.  Net 
long  after,  there  was  another  lofs 
from  the  Caili  account  of  twenty 
pound?,  and  the  day  alter,  the  bill 
book  was  again  defaced,  and  torn. 
The  examination  of  the  clerks 
proved  again  as  fruitlefs  as  before. 
The  twenty  pounds  bank  bill  was 
however  ttaced,  from  hand  to  hand  * 
till  it  was  found  to  have  come  from 
a  broker  m  Moorhelds,  who  fa  id  he 
received  it  in  payment  for  an  old 
bureau,  giving  iixteen  pounds  in 
change;  and,  what  was  extraor¬ 
dinary,  the  gentlemau  had  not  (nice 
been  heard  or,  nor  his  bureau,  that 
he  had  paid  for,  been  lent  for. 
The  defeription  the  broker  gave  of 
the  gentleman  who  had  been  his 
culiomer,  was  precife,  and  agreed 
precifely  with  one  of  the  banker’s 
clerks.  This  clue  beinp-  given, 
ether  circtmutantial  proof  was  'ted 
to ;  and  after  forae  deliberation, 
Mr.  Payne,  the  bank -director,  in 
the  able  nee  of  the  principal  part- 
nets,  was  applied  t<»,  and  a  conful- 
tation  held  with  fir  Samp!  on  Wright; 
the  refill t  of  which  was,  that  the 
party  fiifpefted^fhcitfd  be  taken  in 
cufiody  :  this  was  done  diredtly, 
and  with  that  addfefs  and  contriv¬ 
ance  which  the  event  h  ewed  to  be 
neceffnry.  For,  on  feizing  the  de¬ 
linquent,  there  were  found  Upon 
him  two  brace  of  pillols  loaded  ; 
there  was  alfo  fee  iv  red  Under  his 
coat  fleeve  a  fmall  bottle  of  poifon. 
The  conclufion  of  tl  tis  event  is  not 
the  leaf!  extraoi dinary  part  of  .k 

as 
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as  it  appeared  that  the  money  was 
ail  ravelled  in  other  names  in  the 
funds  ;  from  which  it  happens  that 
the  lots  ol  the  Mdi.  D.  will  be  next 
to  nothin?*, 

,  A  iew  daysjigo  two  very  fine 
young  Arabs,  a  horfe  and  a  mare, 
were  prelented  to  his  majefty  from 
Air.  Mailings.  They  were  brought 
from  Bengal  in  the  Atlas  and  Ref- 
boiougdi  Eaft-S  ndLfm e n . 

7.  'l'his  evening,  about  fix  o’clock, 
as  fome  boys  were  diverting  them- 
felves  with  throwing  fquibs  round 
a  fnall  bonfire  in  Duke’s  Place,  it 
being-a  kind  of  holid  iy  among  the 
Jew?,  a  perfon  who  keeps  a  coffee- 
houi'e  near  the  place  being  much  ex- 
■afperated  at  their  behaviour,  took  a 
•loaded  biunderbufs  and  hied  among 
them  from  a  one  pair  of  llairs  win¬ 
dow',  whereby  one  boy  was  inftant- 
ly  fliot  dead,  two  others  mortally 
wounded,  belides  three  more  ;  after 
which  he  came  down  with  a  drawn 
c utli fs,  but  being  overpowered, 
was  fee u red  and  lodged  in  the  Poul¬ 
try  compter.— -He  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  the  fitting  magistrates  ye tlerday, 
and  recommitted  tor  examination 
on  Wednefday  next. 

to.  This  morning  another  of  rhe 
boys  which  was  fliot  on  Thurfday 
night  in  Duke’s  Place,  died  in  Bar- 
tholomew’s  hofpital. 

12.  Air.  Barrett,  organ  ill,  at 
Northampton,  having  pr  ;po  ed  it 
to  a  wo.  thy  baronet  and  clergyman, 
to  have  a  publick  breakfaft  and  con¬ 
cert  at  the  George- Inn  in  North¬ 
ampton,  for  the  benefit  of  Airs. 
Linton,  the  hint  was  c  irritd  into 
practice,  and  the  yoncerr  was  tup- 
ported  by  the.  nobility  and  gentry 
of  the  town  and  county  of  Noith- 
*  mpton,  under  the  direction  of  Air. 
Barrett.  The  produce  of  the  be¬ 
nefit  was  twenty-three  pounds, 
Twelve  ihillings  and  fix-pence  ; 


which  Airs.  Linton  received  a  draft 
for,  by  the  hand  of  Air.  Blake, 
who  generoufiy  performed  a  fort¬ 
night  at  Air.  Colman  s  theatre,  in 
the  place  of  her  deceafed  hufband, 
and  allowed  her  the  Hilary.  The 
vacancy  in  the  band  was  then  filled 
up,  or  Air.  Blake  would  have  per¬ 
formed  grads  for  Airs.  Linton  dur¬ 
ing  the  remainder  of  the  feafon. 

To  Hate  fitch  in  (lances  of  good* 
nefs  and  generofity  to  her  and  her 
infant  family,  Airs.  Linton  holds 
it  to  be  not  lefs  her  duty,  than  to 
fpeak  her  fincere  gratitude  to  her 
kind  benefactors  ;  flic  begs  all  the 

•  ,  o 

pa;  ties,  therefore,  to  accept  her 
moll  warm  acknowledgments,  and 
to  reft  allured,  that  a  due  fenfe  of 
the  great  obligations  bellowed  upon 
her  by  thofe  benevolent  fouls,  who 
'  have  exerted  themfelves  for  the  hu¬ 
mane  purpofe  of  lightening  the 
heavy  load  of  misfortune,  tnat  io 
fuddenly  overwhelmed  her,  and  her 
little  ones,  fhall  ceafe  only  with 
her  exiftence. 

Mary  Linton* 
No,  26,  Porter-ftreet, 

Odt.  1 1 ,  1784. 

13.  David  Batty7*  was  committed 
to  Newgate  by  George  Reid,  efq. 
charged  on  the  oa  h  of  the  right 
hon.  Charles  James  Fox,  on  fufpi- 
cion  of  privately  and  fe-loniouily 
Healing  from  his  perfon  a  gold  re¬ 
peating  watch,  and  two  gold  feals, 
a  pair  of  fpedlacles,  and  a  tooth¬ 
pick  cafe,  his  property. 

1 9.  Fhe  Union  Hall  having  been 
refilled  by  the  truftees  of  that  build¬ 
ing,  the  porpfe  of  the  late  Richard 
Ruflel^  efq.  lay  in  Hate  at  his  late 
houfe  in  Bermondfey-ftreet,  from 
whence  it  was  removed  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  : 

o 

Stall  men  to  clear  the  wayr. 

Conftables  with  hatbands. 

(k  i)  A  moling 
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A  mourning  coach  and  four  with 
the  four  young  ladies  to  brew  the 
flowers,  all  dreb  in  white  iilk, 
with  nofegays  and  flower  balkets 
on  their  arms. 

The  plume  of  feathers  fupported. 

A  hearfe  and  fix  with  the  body  pro¬ 
perly  clothed  and  dreif  with  lea¬ 
thers,  velvets,  efcutcheons,  flags, 
Sec. 

A  coach  and  four  with  two  of  the 
pall- bearers,  (females)  d  re  (Ted  in 
black  farfenet  with  white  gloves, 
f carves,  hoods,  and  fans,  and  nofe¬ 
gays  in  the  right  hand, 

A  ditto  with  two  ditto. 

A  ditto  with  two  ditto. 

A  mourning  coach  and  four  with 
three  clergymen,  viz.  rev.  Mr. 
Pinnock,  r color  of  St.  John’s* 
rev.  Mr.  Abdy,  curate  of  St. 
John’s,  and* the  rev.  Mr.  Grose. 
Six  other  mourning  coaches  and 
four  with  two  friends  of  the  de- 
ceafed  in  each. 

The  proceffion  fet  c  "  at  twelve 
o’clock,  and  moved  flowly,  partly 
from  the  etiquette ,  and  partly  from 
the  number  of  people  affembled  up 
Eermondfey-ftreet,  Tcoley-bi  eet, 
and  Fair-breet,  Horfleydown,  to 
the  front  gate  of  the  church,  where 
it  arrived  a  quarter  before  one. 

.When  they  arrived,  the  con¬ 
cern  rfe  of  people  within  and  with¬ 
out  the  church-yard  was  fo  great, 
that  the  young  ladies,  brewers, 
were  obliged  to  be  carried  through 
the  croud  into  the  church,  and 
when  the  corpfe  was  taken  out 
of  the  hearfe  (with  great  difficul¬ 
ty)  the  men,  ten  in-  'number, 
were  near  falling  downg  under  its 
weight,  before  a  paffiage-  could  be 
cleared  to  get  it  to  the  church.  No 
pall  could  be  put  on,  and  the  pall¬ 
bearers  (ladies)  were  with  "reat 
hazard,  and  in  a  very  trembling 
condition,  got  fafe  to  the  fame 


place.  The  clergy  and  mourners, 
the  latter  particularly,  met  with  aa 
indifferent  a  reception.  The  fea¬ 
thers  could  not  be  borne  before  the 
body  ;  nor  was  the.  path  brewed, 
but  with  hiffes,  groans,  throwing 
of  dirt,  and  other  nibble  weapons  ; 
at  length  it  was  placed  on  the  trei- 
fels  of  the  middle  aifle,  and  the 
flower  ftrewers,  pall-bearers,  mourn¬ 
ers,  & c.  at  length  arranged,  the 
organ  bruck  up  a  funeral  dirge,  but 
fo  great  was  the  noife,  that  nothing 
dibindt  could  be  heard.  The  cu¬ 
rate  then  read  the  burial  fervice, 
not  a  fyllable  of  which  could  be 
heard,  owing  to  a  confufion  of 
mock  fighs,  groans,  See*  all  in 
contempt  to  the  deceaied.  The  firb 
fervice  being  finiflied,  the  body  was 
then  borne  to  the  vault  below  the 
church,  and  there  depoflted  in  a 
bone  cafe  which  had  been  provided 
for  its  reception  on  the  pavement, 
about  the  centre  of  the  gloomy 
manflon. 

The  after  fervice  here  was  not  a 
little  interrupted  alfofrom  the  noife 
without. 

So  thronged  a  church  was,  per¬ 
haps,  hardly  ever  feen  before  in 
this  metropolis ;  and  fo  great  a  dib 
turbance  at  a  ceremony  ufually  fo 
lemn  has  occurred  but  ieldom.  The 
young  ladies  at  the  funeral  appear¬ 
ed  nearly  as  dead  as  the  corpfe  they 
were  attending*  though  their  drefs, 
in  which  there  was  a  perfect  uni¬ 
formity,  added  a  great  lubre  to 
their  pallid  charms.  The  clergy 
were  never,  perhaps,  fweated  be¬ 
fore  on  fuch  an  occafion  ;  and  the 
church  was  fov.ntenfely  hot,  though 
the  windows  were  all  open,  that 
ladies  and  gentlemen  fainted  away, 
among  which  lab  were  two  of  the 
mourners,  who  were  brought  out 
of  church,  and  conveyed  into  the 
vefiry. 


When 


OCCURRENCES. 


When  the  funeral  was  ended,  the 
attendants  with  difficulty  were  put 
into  their  coaches,  and  arrived  back 
at  the  late  deceafed’s  houfe  about 
three  o’clock. 

The  outer  coffin  was  of  walnut- 
tree,  rubbed  very  bright,  with  fil- 
ver  plate-handles,  and  other  orna¬ 
ments  ;  the  body  was  dreft  in  linen, 
and  the  lid  fo  contrived  as  to  lliut 
clofe  without  fcrews^ 

The  pulpit  and  deik  of  the  church 
were  hung  with  black  and  efcutch- 
eons,  as  was  alfo  the  front  of  the 
organ  loft. 

.  The  funeral  fermon  to  be  preach¬ 
ed  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Pinnock,  redlor 
of  St.  John’s,  and  librarian  at  the 
Britiih  Mu  feu  m ,  on  Sunday  morn¬ 
ing  next. 

Previous  to  the  proceffion  fetting 
out,  the  effigy  of  the  deceafed,  with 
a  label  on  its  bread,  was  hung  on 
a  gallows  before  his  own  door,  and 
fuch  d i ding ui filed  marks  of  indig¬ 
nity  fhewn  as  happen  but  feldom. 

Mr.  Ruflel’s  own  father  was  bu¬ 
ried  at  St.  Mary  Magdalen’s,  Ber- 
mondfey,  a  few  years  ago,  when 
fome  fuch  fevere  marks  of  fimilar 
indignation  were  ufed,  which  occa- 
lioned  his  orders  to  change  the 
place  of  his  otherwife  intended  bu¬ 
rial. 

The  ladies,  fupporters  of  Mr. 
Ruffel’s  pall,  w  ere  ; 

Propofed  by  dr  Jofeph  Mawbey, 
bart. 

Mifs  Jones,  Mifs  Dundas. 

By  Samuel  Gillam,  efq. 

Mifs  Sally  Ruffe  11,  Mifs  Leavis* 
By  Thomas  Bel!,  efq. 

Mil's  Valley. 

Ey  Wiliiam  Leavis,  efq, 

Mifs  Leavis,  fen. 

Whatever  other  objedion  there 
may  be  to  parts  of  Mr.  Ruffe  IPs 
will,  that  which  relates  to  the  be- 
queils  to  ten  young  iadies?  meets 
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with  general  approbation  ;  each 
pall-bearer  will  receive  in  money 
and  cloaths,  in  value  about  feventy 
pounds  ;  and  each  drewer  of  flow¬ 
ers  upwards  of  thirty  ;  which  fums 
may  be  extremely  convenient  to  the 
young  maidens,  and  contribute  pro¬ 
bably  to  the  future  happinefs  of 
life.  All  the  young  ladies  are  faid 
to  be  pretty  ;  but  two  of  the  num¬ 
ber,  Mifs  Ruffel,  of  Miil-Areet,  (a 
coufin  of  the  tedator)  and  Mifs 
Jones,  of  Tooley-dreet,  are  edeem- 
ed  to  be  extremely  beautiful. 

The  executors,  Sir  Jofeph  Maw¬ 
bey,  bart.  Samuel  Gillam,  Tho¬ 
mas  Bell,  and  William  Leavis,  efq. 
attended  the  funeral,  at  the  ex- 
prefs  deflre  of  Mr.  Ruffel  himfelf. 
The  eight  judices  who  accompanied 
them  are  faid  to  have  been  Samuel 
Swabey,  Ifaac  Stapleton  (who  has  a 
legacy  of  tool.)  John  Levy,  Wil¬ 
liam  Winter,  Thomas  fames,  James 
Bulcock,  Jonathan  Stonard^  and 
William  Hill,  efqrs.  acting  ma- 
gidrates  in  Ead  Brixton  divi- 
lion. 

Some  doubts  have  arifen  refpedt- 
ing  parts  of  his  real  ell  ate.  It  is 
faid,  part  by  hisf  father’s  will,  goes 
among  the  children  of  -  his  uncle 
Thomas  Ruffell,  one  of  whom,  a 
fon,  is  now  living,  and  has  a  fa¬ 
mily  in  Staffordihire.  Mifs  Ruffell 
is  the  daughter  of  another,  and 
there  is  alfo  another  daughter  of  a 
third,  who  lives  at  Birmingham, 
It  is  alfo  faid  they  will  difpute  the 
will  on  the  ground  of  the  datute  o£ 
mortmain,  contending,  that  the 
ordering  of  his  edate  to  be  fold, 
and  the  money  to  be  given  to  the 
Afylum,  was  a  meaibre  originating 
in  a  wifh  to  evade  that  datute,  and 
therefore  fubjedl  to  reverfal  by  a 
court  of  equity.  The  will  was 
made  in  April  lad. 

.  The  attempted  Lie  of  lord 
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Foley's  advowfons,  nine  of-  which 
were  a  week  or  two  hnce  put  up  by 
auction,  is  likely  to  become  not  a 
little  beneficial  to  Wefimmfier-ha!l. 
The  cafe  is  to  this  effect :  the  liv¬ 
ings  in  queftion  were  advertifed  in 
the  ufual  way,  put  up,  and  fold, 
at  the  rate  of  two  or  three  years 
pin-chafe.  Lord  Foley  being  the 
feller,  immediately  there  were  ob¬ 
jections  made  to  the  Lie,  both  by 
the  truftees  under  the  late  lord’s 
will,  and  by  the  creditors  of  the 
prelent  lord  :  the  fir'd  of  whom  ai- 
ledged,  that  his  lordfhip  was  barred 
by  the  will  trorn  making  any  alien¬ 
ation  of  the  property  in  fee  :  the 
latter  contend*  that  if  his  lordfhip 
be  not  thus  barred,  any  beneficial 
interest. of  which  he  may  be  feized, 
inevitably  devolves  during  his  life 
to  them  :  and  in  this  aukward  pre- 
'  tlicament  the  affairs  for  the  prefent 
flahd. 

Extra  ft  of  a  letter  from  Cafe/, 

Oc/*  19. 

On  Saturday  luff  an  order  of  go¬ 
vernment  was  received  for  the  army 
to  a  lull  in  .putting  Mr.  Collins,  or 
Clonmel,  in  poflefikm  of  a  farm  of 
Mr.  Englifli,  (BallynulvO  ;  in  con- 
feauence  of  which  the  two  compa¬ 
nies  in  our  barracks  marched  to  dif- 
•poffi.is  fome  defperadoes,  who, 
however,  notwith (landing  the  fma.ll- 
nefs  of  their  number  (only  nine, 
we  are  told)  repulfed  the  entire  two 
companies,  with  above  one  hundred 
gentlemen  ;  killed  three  of  (he  iol- 
tiiers,  wounded  the  fufgeon  and  ie- 
ve' 11  teen  privates,  one  of  whom  has 
loft  a  1  /g,  another  his  arm  ;  and 
filllained  no  lo  s  thefnielves,  being 
flrongly  fortified  in  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed  manner,  having  coves  formed 
under  ground,  arched  over,  and 
covered  with  ten  feet  of  earth,  but 
thinner  in  fome  parts,  for  the  con* 
yen ience  of  firing  through  ;  the 
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paiTage  to  the  garrifon  is  above  a 
hundred  yards  in  length,  a  :d  con¬ 
trived  fo  as  to  admit  only  one  per- 
fon  at  a  time,  who  mulf  advance 
on  all-fours  ;  federal  trenches  are 
alfo  thrown  up  at  cert,  in  di fiances, 
which  communicate  with  the  pa  fi¬ 
lm' c  :  in  fhort,  nothing  but  fiarv- 
ing  them  can  be  of  any  avail,  as 
ah  the  artillery  in  the  kingdom  could 
have  110  efifeCt  t  they  are  amply  fup- 
plied  with  powder  and  ball,  and 
have  fome  live  cattle  in  the  garri.- 
fon.  Collins  talks  of  proceeding 
againfi  them  by  mine,  '['hey  took, 
after  the  repul  fie,  a  drum  and 
u/elve  fiands  of  arms  belonging  to 
the  affailants. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dublin 

Sept.  2  i . 

Monday  came  qn  in  the  court  of 
king's-bench  the  trial  of  Mr.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Matthews,  for  killing  Rourke 
and  Drury,  two  dragoons  of  the 
9th  regiment,  who  attempted  with 
feveral  others,  to  refeue  captain 
Paliiier,  who  was  in  cufiody  for 
debt,  when,  after  a  trial  of  fome 
hours,  the  jury  brought  in  a  ver~ 
cli6f  of  juitifiable  homicide,  or  man- 
daughter. 

2i.  At  the  fefiions  at  the  Old 
Baily,  which  began  yefterday,  Wil¬ 
liam  Murrow  was  indiefted  for  heal¬ 
ing  a  bag,  containing  1000  1.  and 
fundry  other  films  of  money,  the 
property  of  Melds.  Drummond  and 
Co.  bankers.  He  was  convifled  on 
his  own  confeffion  and  other  corrof 
borating  circumfiances,  for  it  did 
come  out  by  what  means  he  got  at 
the  bag,  which  it  appeared  was 
kept  in  an  iron  cheft  in  the  firong 
room,  at  the  keys  of  which  every 
clerk  in  the  office  had  free  accefs  in 
the  way  of  bulinefs.  His  falary  with 
the  pei  quilires  did  not  exceed  qol.a 
year,  and  of  this  he  had  only  been 
in  poffeflion  tince  1782  ;  previous 
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to  that  period  he  had  only  6ol.  a 
year  ;  yet  Mr.  Pygo.t,  the  flock- 
broker,  had  purchaied  for  him  5c!. 
flock  in  Aug uft  1783,  in  the  3  per 
cents  confols  ;  on  the  3d  of  Octo¬ 
ber  1783  purchafed  ycft.  on  the  27th 
of  April  1784  purchafed  250I.  5  on 
the  23d  of  July  purchafed  70I.  Mr. 
Wright  had  purchafed  for  him  525I. 
4  per  cents,  on  the  3d  of  June  1784; 
k 61I.  ics.  4  per  cents,  on  the  3d  of 
July  1784  ;  262  1.  ios.  on  the  7th 
of -September  1784.  When  the  pri- 
. loner  brought  the  nrft  400!.  he  laid 
fie  had  received  200I.  from  a  friend 
in  the  country,  the  other  20.0I.  he 
had  laved  from  his  falary.  When 
he  brought  the  next  200I.  he  laid 
he  had  part  from  a  lady  at  Lancafter, 
the  other  part  he  had  railed  by  fell¬ 
ing  part  out  of  the  3  per  cents.  The 
third  fumf  he  laid,  from  the  fale  of 
all  his  3  per  cent,  llock.- — Hiscoun- 
fel  did  not  deny  the  fact;  but  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prove  him  at  times 
infane  ;  but  lord  Loughborough, 
before  whom  he  was  tried,  ob  cre¬ 
ed,  that  if  a  man  was  deprived  of 
his  reafon,  he  was  certainly  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  compaffion,  not  of  punilh- 
inent ;  but  here  was  a  regular  plan, 
a  habit  with  too  much  method  to  be 
compatible  with  the  pica  fet  up. 
Singularity  of  conduit  gives  no  pro¬ 
tection.  'The  jury  found  him 
guilty,  but  recommended  him  to 
men  v. 

22.  At  the  teutons  at  the  Old 
Eaily,  Jofeph  Ridout  was  tried  for 
the  murder  of  Moles  Lazarus,  a 
boy  of  13  years  of  age,  whom  he 
killed  011  the  7th  inftant  in  Duke’s 
place,  by  firing  a  carbine  among 
the  people  who  furrounded  his 
ho afe.  A  number  of  witneftes, 
foffie  levs,  fome  Chnflbns,  were 
brought  to  prove,  what  was  not  de¬ 
nied.  by  the  prilbner,  that  he  was 
the  per fon  who  fired  the  carbine  by 
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which  the  boy  was  killed.  Of  all 
the  witneftes  for  the  crown,  two 
only  proved  any  thing  that  could 
.aft  eft  the  pri loner’s  life.  One  of 
them  fwore  that,  fpeaking  of  the 
approaching  feftival,  when  the  Tews 
were  to  celebrate  the  anniverfary 
of  the  promulgation  of  their  law, 
he  had  threatened  that,  if  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  as  they  ufually  had  done, 
on  the  like  occaiion,  to  aftemblc 
riotouliy  to  throw  ferpents  and 
crackers,  to  the  great  annoyance  of 
their  neighbours,  inftead  of  apply¬ 
ing  to  the  civil  magiftrate,  he  had 
fire-arms  in  his  houfe,  and  would 
give  the  Jews  the  contents  of  them- 
The  other  witneftes  fwore  to  the 
fame  effeeft ;  but  both  being  of  fuf- 
picious  characters,  little  credit  was 
given  to  their  evidence. 

The  prifoncr,  in  his  defence, 
proved,  that  having  obferved  the 
Jews  to  aftemble  as  ufual  on  the 
7th  inftant,  and  that  men,  not  bovs5 
began  to  throw  ferpents,  fquibs, 
and  crackers,  he  applied  to  the  ci¬ 
vil  magiftrate  ;  that  he  had  affifted 
the  conftable  of  the  parifti  in  the 
execution  of  his  duty  ;  that  he  had 
been  thrown  in  the  kennel ;  that 
feveral  men  got  about  him,  while 
others  were  dragging  him  along  the 
kennel  by  the  legs  ;  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  he  efcaped  from 
them  with  lire ;  and  that  they 
followed  him  with  groans  and. 
hides  to  his  houfe,  which  they7  for¬ 
cibly  endeavoured  to  enter,  threat¬ 
ening  at  the  fame  time  to  put  him 
to  death  ;  that  he  was  grievoully 
hurt  and  wounded  ;  and  that  he 
called  to  them  in  vain  to  difperfe. 
Thefe  faffs  being  all  fully7  proved* 
lord  Loughborough,  who  tried  the 
prifoncr  obferved,  that  if  a  perfon 
aftaulted  finds  himfelf  in  a  fit  nation, 
in  which  a  man  ot  fiimnefs  would 
have  reafonable  caufe  to  apprehend 
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the  deftruriion  of  his  property,  or 
the  lofs  of  his  life,  and  under  that 
apprehenfion  hays  the  aggreftor, 
the  law  will  not  fay  that  in  killing 
him  he  had  committed  either  mur¬ 
der  or  manilaughter,  but  that  he 
killed  him  in  his  own  defence. 

Having  thus  explained  the  law, 
his  lordfhip  left  the  cafe  to  the  de- 
ciiion  of  the  jury,  who,  without  a 
minute’s  hefitation,  acquitted  the 
prifoner,  and  he  was  inftantly  fet 
at  liberty. 

. — ..Alexander  Dixon  was  tried  on 
Friday  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  the 
murder  of  Mr.  Linton.  The  coun- 
fel  for  the  profecution  did  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  prove  that  the  prifoner 
was  the  perion  who  atriually  dabbed 
the  deceafed  ;  but  they  charged 
him  with  having  aided  and  abetted 
Morgan,  who  was  lately  executed, 
in  giving  Mr.  Linton  the  wound  of 
which  he  died.  The  evidence  of 
guilt  in  the  prifoner,  with  refpetri 
to  the  murder,  was.  only  presump¬ 
tive.  When  the  officers  of  juftice 
took  him,  there  were  marks  of 
blood  upon  his  deaths,  which  they 
had  reafon  to  prefume  he  had  been 
endeavouring  to  wadi  out,  for  the 
cioaths  were  wet  in  many  places, 
which  appeared  to  have  been  dalli¬ 
ed  with  "blood  ;  and  there  was  wa¬ 
ter  in  a  bafon  under  the  prifoner’s 
bed,  that  feemed  to  be  tinged  with 
blood.  While  the  prifoner  was  in 
Bridewell,  Morgan,  who  was  fince 
banged  on  his  own  confeffion,  went 
to  fee  Dixon,  in  company  with  the 
mother  of  the  latter  ;  and  in  the 
room  where  the  prifoner  Was  con¬ 
fined,  his  mother  was  heard  to  fay 
to  him,  u  Be  of  good  cheer,  for 
Morgan  has  cleared  you,  and  has 
declared  his  reaainefs  to  relate  all 
the  particulars  of  the  murder,  and 
the  names  of  his  accomplices  j  and, 
as  he  fays,  you  were  not  of  the 
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number,  you  have  nothing  to  fear 
upon  which  he  abufed  his  mother, 
and  told  her,  the  belt  way  to  ferve 
him  was  to  hold  her  tongue  ;  he 
then  turned  to  Morgan,  and  cau¬ 
tioned  him  to  difcloie  nothing  about 
the  murder. 

The  prifoner’s  defence  was  an 
alibi y  which  he  fubftantiated  as  far 
as  a  pofitive  oath  could  do  it  ;  but 
the  witnefs  who  fwore,  was  an  old 
friend  of  the  prifoner,  of  Morgan, 
and  a  number  of  fuch  other  per- 
fons  :  fo  that  had  he  had  nothing 
to  depend  upon,  but  his  own  de¬ 
fence,  he  mull  inevitably  have  been 
conviried.  But  the  recorder  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  indiriment  was  not 
fupported  by  very  ftrong  evidence,  „ 
the  circumllance  that  happened  in 
Bridewell  having  been  proved  by  a 
perfon  of  juft  as  refp-e  triable  a  cha- 
r a 6ter  and  profeffion,  as  was  the 
man  who  proved  the  alibi,  and  the 
profecution  refting  on  very  light 
and  obfeure  grounds :  the  jury 
pronounced  the  prifoner,  Nat 
Guilty .  * 

The  recorder  faid  he  approved  of 
the  verditri  ;  but  he  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  warn  the  prifoner  to  quit 
his  evil  ways  ;  for  if  he  fhould  ever 
be  convitried  of  a  capital  offence, 
there  were  circumftances  in  the  de¬ 
fence  which  he  had  that  day  ven¬ 
tured  to  fet  up,  which  would  be 
remembered,  and  ought  to  point 
him  out  as  an  objetri  totally  unde- 
ferving  of  mercy  ;  intimating,  that 
there  had  been  in  the  prefent  cafe 
fubornation  of  perjury.  The  pri¬ 
foner  was  next  inditried  for  robbing 
Mr.  Linton ;  but  as  the  proofs  of 
the  robbery  were  not  ftronger  than 
thofe  of  the  murder,  the  court  did 
not  2:0  into  a  fecond  trial  ;  but  di- 
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retried  the  jury  to  acquit  him.  He 
was  not,  however,  fet  at  liberty,  as 
a  detainer  was  lodged  againft  him 
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for  a  burglary  committed  at  Dover, 
whither  he  is  to  be  lent  for  trial. 

23.  Lord  Loughborough,  lord 
chief  julHce  of  the  common  pleas, 
in  conjunction  with  the  recorder  of 
London,  who  do  the  Old-Bailey  bu- 
iinefs  this  feffions,  were  on  Saturday 
moved  by  Mr.  counfeilor  Chetwood, 
in  behalf  of  captain  Kenneth  Mac¬ 
kenzie,  who  hands  charged  with 
the  wilful  murder  of  a  private  man 
at  Cape  Coaft,  on  the  coaft  of  Afri¬ 
ca,  in  order  to  his  being  tried,  bail¬ 
ed,  or  difcharged.  The  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  court  was  on  the  ground 
of  the  hardfhips  the  captain  fuftain- 
ed  by  the  profecution,  not  having 
brought  over  his  witneffes  when 
they  brought  over  the  witneffes  tor 
the  crown.  The  nature  of  the  per¬ 
rons  the  captain  had  to  deal  with, 
whom  he  took  to  Cape  Coaft,  viz. 
capital  felon  convicts  who  had  re¬ 
ceived  his  majefty’s  mercy  on  con¬ 
dition  of  transportation  for  life, 
among  whom  was  that  well-known 
defperado,  Patrick  Madan,  and  the 
deceafed,  who  had  three  times  re¬ 
ceived  his  majefty’s  mercy.  That 
they  had  bored  a  hole  in  the  hul!  of 
the  Blip  in  order  to  link  her,  with 
other  adds  of  delperation,  and  that 
the  add  of  the  prifoner  was  an  add 
.of  neceffity.  That  the  veffel  lent 
out  for  the  captain’s  witneifes  was 
not  returned,  and  in  all  human  pro¬ 
bability  never  might,  and  therefore 
he  prayed  he  might  be  tried,  bailed, 
or  difcharged. 

The  court  in  anfwer  faid,  that 
it  certainly  was  a  peculiar  misfor¬ 
tune  to  the  prifoner  to  labour  un¬ 
der  fuch  difficulties.  With  regard 
to  the  fails  this  was  not  the  time  to 
inveftigate  them,  and  with  reipedd 
to  the  fhip  having  been  lent  out  for 
the  captain’s  witneffes,  it  was  done 
by  an  order  of  government  at  the 
captain’s  requefh  That  he  was  at 
liberty  to, go  to  trial  if  he  p leafed. 


and  would  venture  it  without  the, 
witneffes  he  had  fent  for,  bat  with 
regard  to  discharging,  the  court 
could  not  do  that.  With  refpedt 
to  bailing,  the  attorney-general, 
who  was  out  of  town,  had  not  been 
ferved  with  any  notice,  and  it 
would  be  highly  indecent  to  do  it 
either  without  his  confent,  or  with¬ 
out  his  knowledge,  if  the  court  was 
competent  to  it  ;  but  they  were  of 
opinion  the  court  of  king’s  bench 
rnuft  be  applied  to,  as  was  done  in 
the  cafe  of  captain  David  Roache, 
who  had  killed  a  man  at  the  Caps’ 
of  Good  Hope,  and  who  had  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  feffions  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  to  be  tried,  bailed,  or 
difcharged,  but  who  was  referred 
to  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  where 
he  wras  'afterwards  bailed.  'The 
motion  therefore  fell  of  courfe,  and 
captain  Mackenzie  ordered  to  .re¬ 
main  Hill  in  Newgate. 

24.  A  funeral  fermon  was  preach¬ 
ed  at  St.  John’s  church,  Horiley- 
down,  Southwark,  after  the  morn¬ 
ing  fervice,  by  the  rev.  William, 
Jarvis  Abdy,  curate  of  the  pariih, 
on  the  death  of  the  late  Richard 
Ruffel,  eft],  who  was  interred  there 
on  Thurfday  laid  with  fuch  uncom¬ 
mon  funeral  riot.  The  text  was 
taken  from  the  book  of  Ecclefiaftes,, 
chapter  the  laid,  verfe  7.  u  Then 
fhall  the  daft  return  to  the  earth  as 
it  was ;  and  the  fpirit  (hail  return 
unto  God  that  gave  it.”  The  fuh- 
je£d  confided  wholly  of  the  brevity 
and  uncertainty  of  human  life,  and 
the  certainty  of  death  and  eternity. 
Very  little  was  faid  of  the  deceafed, 
fo  that  it  was  a  funeral  oration  that 
might  have  ferved  any  body  ;  or 
raiher  a  difeourfe  upon  death  that 
may  be  applied  to  every  man  liv¬ 
ing.  After  the  fermon  an  anthem 
was  fun g  fuitable  to  the  diicourfe 
which  had  been  read.  The  church 
was  remarkably  crowded,  infomuch 
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that  many  of  the  parifhioners  could 
fear ce  get  to  their  pews.  Neither 
the  bailee t  virgins,  pall-bearers, 
mourners,  nor  any  of  the  relations 
or  friends  of  Mr.  RulFel  were  pre- 
feat.  The  hangings  of  the  pulpit 
and  defk,  which  had  been  pulled 
down  on  the  day  of  the  funeral, 
were  relit} red. 

25.  The  name  of  a  certain  colo¬ 
nel,  who  (lands  charged  with  many 
offences  during  his  government  on 
the  coaft  cf  Africa,  was  lately,  by 
orders  from  above,  ffruck  oft  tne 
army  lift. 

Authentic  letters  from  Gftend 
mention,  that  lieut.  col.  Joieph 
XV all,  who  was  fome  time  lince  ad- 
vertiled  in  the  Gazette,  ill  confe- 
quence  of  being  charged  with  mur¬ 
der  during  his  relidence  at  Goree, 
Was  lately  married 'there  to  Mils 
Catherine  M‘Kcnzie,  a  young  lady 
of  great  beauty  and  merit,  defeend- 
ed  from  a  noble  family.  The  new- 
married  couple,  as  the  above  ad¬ 
vices  inform  us,  let  off  a  few  days 
after  for  Pi: a,  in  Italy. 

_ .  Sunday  night  about  twelve 

o’clock  two  men  in  a  hackney  coach 
went  over  Blackfriarsffridge  ;  as 
foon  as  they  came  to  the  toll-gate 
the  coachman  ftoppt  d  for  them  to 
pay  the  toll,  which  they  retufed, 
and  damned  the  coachman,  and  b,d 
him  drive  on,  which  he  refilled  ; 
on  which  they  jumped  out  01  the 
coach,  fnatched  the  ftaff  out  of  the 
man’s  hand  that  kept  the  bar  (John 
Pell)  and  beat  him  in  fo  cruel  a 
manner,  that  he  died  this  morning. 

26.  This  night’s  gazette  contains 
the  add redes  of  the  lord-mayor, 
(lie riffs,  commons,  and  c  tizens  of 
Dublin  ;  and  from  the  foreman  and 
grand  jury  of  the  quarter  left  on, 
held  at  Kil  main  harp ,  in  Ireland,  on 
Tuefday  the  ith  infant. 

2j.  O11  the  inqu  lition  taken  be¬ 
fore  the  coroner  for  the  county  of. 
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Surry,  relative-to  the  unhappy  cir- 
cum Hances'  of  the  murder  of  the 
watchman  on  Blackfriars  bridge,  a 
few  nights  ago,  the  following  ac¬ 
count  was  given  r  —  44  That  the  two 
gentlemen,  who  were  principals  hi 
the  affair  pad  fpent  their  evening  at 
the  Circus  coffee  houfe,  in  St. 
George’s-fields,  in  company  with  a 
friend,  where  they  drank  very 
freely  ;  and  on  going  home  they 
ordered  a  coach,  which  coming  t<5 
the  door,  two  of  them  jumped  in, 
and  the  third  haftily  mounted  the 
box,  and  infilled  on  driving  them  ; 
the  coachman  remonftrated,  but 
without  e fteff,  and  they  drove  on, 
leaving  him  to  follow  them.  He 
ran  after  the  coach,  and  got  up  be¬ 
hind.  On  coming  to  the  toll-home 
the  coach  was  (driven  through  the 
gate  without  difehargi  ng  the  toll  ; 
on  which  the  coachman  got  down 
and  paid  it.  An  outcry  had  been 
railed  by  the  toll-men  at  the  gate, 
that  the  eoachman  had  not  paid  the 
toll,  and  .the  watchman,  who  was 
ftationed  half  way  over  the  bridge, 
on  its  approach  endeavoured  to  hop 
it  ;  upon  which  the  gentlemen  got 
out,  and  fome  angry  words  palled 
on  each  fide,  when  the  watchman 
told  them  44  they  could  not  be  gen¬ 
tleman,  to  endeavour  to  bilk  the 
bridge  of  the  toll;”  upon  which  a 
leuffle  enfued,  and  one  or  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  which  it  does  not  appear, 
forcibly  took  the  watchman’s  ftaff 
from  him,  and  gave  him  the  fatal 
blow  on  the  head,  which  put  an  end 
to  his  evidence.  They  then  drove 
on,  not  apprehending  the  fatal  ccm- 
fenuences,  and  arrived  in  Red  Lion- 
ftieet,  Wapping,  the  place  of  reft- 
dence  of  the  two  principals,  where 
they  were  fet  down  ;  but  a  t riding 
depute  arofe  between  them  and  the 
coachman,  who  it  was  thought  ill- 
fifed  on  more  than  his  fare.  The 
next  day  they  were  alarmed  with 
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the  news  of  the  watchman’s  being, 
dead,  and,  for  fear  of  the  confe- 
quences,  it  became  neceflary  to  fe- 
crete  themfelves,  until  the  coroner’s 
in  quell  could  be  fummoned,  who, 
on  VVednefday  lad,  after  an  Exa¬ 
mination  of  witnelles,  which  laded 
from  ten  in  the  morning  until 
eight  at  night,  brought  in  a  verdidt 
of  wilful  murder. 

It  may  be  very  neceffary  to  add, 
that  it  did  not  appear  the  perfon 
who  drove  the  coach  moved'  from 
his  feat  during  the  whole  of  the  un¬ 
happy  affair. 

Immediately  on  the  coroner’s 
verdibt  being  known,  the  parties 
able  ended, 

— .  A  very  melancholy  and  mod 
uncommon  accident  happened  lad 
week  at  a  village  near  Highgate. 
Mils  G.  a  young  lady  of  fortune, 
being  thwarted  by  her  friends  in 
her  a  flections  for  a  deferving  man, 
(hot  hcrfelf  with  a  pidol.  The 
ball  paffed  through  her  brain,  and 
file  died  in  an  inban t. 

30.  A  refpedlable  tradefman  in 
Wapping  was  brought  before  the 
right  honourable  the  lord  mayor, 
by  Mr.  Miller,  the  city  marfhal, 
.in  order  to  give  fome  information 
of  the  perfons  concerned  in  the 
murder  of  the  watchman  on  Black- 
friars-  bridge,  on  Sunday  fe’nnight ; 
but  as  the  inquffition  had  been 
taken  in  Surry,  his  lordfhip  di¬ 
rected  Mr.  Miller  to  conduct  him 
to  a  magi  Orate  of  that  diftridt,  be¬ 
fore  whom  he  gave  fo  full  and  can¬ 
did  an  information,  on  oath,  as 
mud  inevitably  be  a  moans  of  loon 
bringing  the  perpetrators  of  fo  in¬ 
famous  a  tranlaCtion  to  condign 
punilhment. 

N  O  V  E  M  B  E  R. 

1 .  Alexander  Dixon  was  remov- 
,  ed  by  habeas  corpus-  to  take  his 
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trial  at  the  fedion  for  the  town  and 
port  of  Dover,  which  began  yes¬ 
terday,  to  a  charge  again  ll  him  of 
burglariouily  breaking  and  enter¬ 
ing  the  dwelling-houfe  of  Thomas 
Andrews,  at  Dover,  and  dealing 
leveral  gold  and  diver  watches, 
plate,  and  jewellery  goods. 

2.  His  royal  highnefs  prince. 
Edward  has  been  upwards  of  two 
years  under  a  military  tuition,  but 
had  not  yet  been  placed  on  the  lid 
of  the  ai  mi  ,  till  on  Tuefday  lad, 
when,  on  the  occadon  of  its  being 
the  anniverfary  of  the  prince’s 
birth- day,  the  king,  his  royal  fa¬ 
ther,  furprifed  him  very  agree¬ 
ably,  by  p  relent  mg  to  him  a  pair 
of  colours  of  the  firb  reo-inient  of 
foot-guards,  which  is  the  firft  in- 
trodudtion  of  his  royal  highnefs  to 
the  public  as  a  military  officer. 

— „  We  hear  from  Norfolk,  that 
his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Wales  was  on  Monday  fe’nnight 
elegantly  entertained  at  Rain  ham, 
the  feat  of  the  right  honourable 
lord  vifcountTownlhend.  The  right 
honourable  Charles  James  Fox  w  is 
one  of  the  company,  whole  popu¬ 
larity  in  this  populous  and  refpefl- 
able  county,  has,  efpecially  during 
the  late  rccefs,  very  fenfibly  in- 
creafed.  His  royal  highnefs  and 
illuilrious  favourite  were  on  the 
Tuefday  following  at  Holkham,  the 
feat  of  Thomas  William  Coke,  efq. 
which  place  they  left  Thurfday  laft 
on  their  return  to  Newmarket  for 
the  enduing  races. 

— ,  The  fervice  of  plate,  in¬ 
tended  for  the  minider  as  his  offi¬ 
cial  perquilite,  and  jud  finiffied, 
was  ftoien  from  the  houfe  of  a  Mr. 
Heminps,  in  1  ond-dreet. 

The  particulars  of  the  above- 
mentioned  event,  as  they  have 
come  to  our  knowledge,  are  to 
this  efi’effi :  Mr.  Hemings,  who 
his  for  the  mod  part  retired  froiq 
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bufnefs,  and  does  not  concern 
tiimfelf  with  any  thing  but  very 
important  ftrokes  in  trade,  had,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  order  given  him, 
prepared  the  fervice  of  plate  for 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  it  was  all  delivered 
to  Mr.  Hemings,  in  Bond-ftreet, 
from  the  different  workmen,  on 
Friday  or  Saturday,  On  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  following  Sunday,  it 
was  all  taken  away  again,  nobody 
can  guefs  by  whom,  and  carried, 
nobody  can  tell  where.  The  only 
circumflances  at  all  appearing  col¬ 
laterally  to  be  connected  with  this 
extraordinary  occurrence,  are  as 
follow :  that  a  hackney  coachman 
has  been  found,  who  depofes  that 
he  was  called  off  a  Hand  in  Ox- 
ford-ftreet  bv  three  men,  whom  he 
fet  down  towards  the  weft  end  of 
Conduit-ftreet ;  that  the  coach  was 
kept  for  them  in  waiting,  and  that 
in  the  courfe  of  about  half  an  hour 
they  all  three  returned  with  bun¬ 
dles  of  a  very  large  fize,  and  as 
they  feeined  of  great  weight ;  that 
on  the  three  men  getting,  thus 
loaded,  into  the  coach,  fthe  man 
was  ordered  to  drive  to  Old-ftreet- 
road.  That  in  his  way  thither,  he 
was  bid  to  flop  at  a  houfe  in  Long- 
lane,  where  one  of  the  men  got 
out,  and  after  flaying  a  few  minutes 
in  the  houfe,  he  returned,  and  laid 
to  the  men,  “  We  need  go  no  far¬ 
ther  on  this  they  all  got  out, 
and  the  bundles  were  carried  into 
the  houfe.  The  time  in  which  this 
happened,  was  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  robbery  was  committed, 
viz.  between  the  hours  of  feveu 
and  nine  in  the  evening. 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  this  inci¬ 
dent  is  valued  at  near  3000I.  fter- 
ling.  As  the  weight  was  above 
1 200  ounces  of  metal,  befides  the 
workmanfhip  of  the  fiver,  which 
jn  many  of  the  articles  muft  have 


coft  almoft,  if  not  quite  as  much  as 
the  intrinfc  value  of  the  plate. 
Extratt  of  a  letter  from  Dover ,  elated 
Nov .  Cj. 

We  are  happy  to  inform  you, 
that  at  our  quarter  feffions  of  the 
peace,  which  began  vefterday, 
Dixon,  who  was  tried  in  London 
for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Linton,  was 
yefterday  tried  here  for  a  burglary 
in  the  dwelling-hoiife  of  Mr.  An¬ 
drews,  filverfm’th,  in  this  town,  on 
Saturday  the  18th  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  laft,  and,  after  a  trial  which 
lafted  two  hours,  was,  to  the  fatis- 
faction  of  a  very  numerous  court, 
capitally  convidfted.  He  is  to  fuf- 
fej*  death  on  Thurfday  next.  His 
father,  who  was  unknown  when 
apprehended  here,  having  been 
promifed  mercy,  if  he  would  dif- 
cover  the  offender,  was  admitted 
king’s  evidence,  and  was  examined 
againft  his  own  fon.  Since  con- 
vidtion  he  has  confeffed  that  he  held 
Mr.  Linton  whilft  Morgan  ftahbed 
him.  One  of  thofe  humane  gen¬ 
tlemen,  whole  profellion  it  is  to 
fave  the  lives  of  unhappy  wretches 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  appeared  as  at¬ 
torney  for  Dixon  ;  but  fuch  was 
the  rage  of  the  populace,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  fue  out  an  habeas 
corpus  for  his  fafety,  and  bring  his 
own  body  from  Dover  to  London, 
being  purfued  for  fome  time  by  the 
poffe  comitatus.  By  the  vigilance 
and  circumfpedtion  of  Meft.  jealous 
and  Carpmeal,  of  Bow-ftreet,  Mr. 
Andrews  happily  recovered  the 
whole  of  his  property,  which  con- 
filed  of  the  following  articles  * 
two  gold  and  feven  fiver  watches, 
an  oval  fiver  tea  caddy,  a  fiver 
tea  por,  a  fiver  bafon,  a  fiver  in- 
gar  balket,  two  fiver  fauce  boats, 
lix  dozen  of  tea  fpooris,  three  do¬ 
zen  of  table  and  defert  fpoons,  fe¬ 
ven  fiver  fahs,  three  half-moon. 

bottle 


Dottle  lables,-  eight  filver  chains, 
md  twelve  feals  3  two  boatfwain’s 
:alls,  one  cream  jug,  one  pair  of 
plain  butter  ladles,  one  pap  boat, 
one  fugar  ladle,  thirty  pair  of  fa¬ 
shionable  lilver  buckles,  one  pep- 
3er  caftor,  twelve  note  Spaniili  dol¬ 
lars,  fome  French  crowns,  one  pair 
pf  hone  {hoe-buckles,  two  pair  of 
olated  fqu  are -foot  fluted  candle- 
Slicks,  three  dozen  of  gold  rings, 
lx  twill  rings,  fix  pair  of  gold 
vires,  ten  garnet  hoop  rings,  ele¬ 
ven  garnet  gold  broaches,  and 
Eighteen  pins  ;  three  pair  of  hone 
Fads,  two  pair  of  lilver  purfe  run- 
lers,  and  fix  pair  of  metal  ditto  • 
hree  lady’s  Heel  chains,  one  me¬ 
al  ditto,  three  lady’s  filk  firings, 
md  three  men’s  ditto  *  four  dozen 
>f  common  broaches  in  lilver,  and 
four  pair  of  Moco  finds,  with  fe¬ 
deral  other  articles*  The  mother 
s  to  be  tried  in  London  as  a  re¬ 
ceiver. 

Extract  of  a  Utter  from  Dublin , 
Nov.  6* 

The  following  is  an  infiance  of 
:he  alarming  pitch  to  which  public 
depredation  is  at  prefent  carried. 
Dn  Thurfday  evening,  about  the 
hour  of  eight  o’clock,  a  number  of 
Fellows,  armed  with  piliols,  &c. 
formed  a  plan  to  commit  a  rob¬ 
bery,  which  they  effected  in  the 
Following  manner  :  one  of  them, 
well  dreffed,  called  a  fedart  chair, 
while  another  went  before  as  foot-8 
man  ;  they  went  to  a  lady’s  houfe 
in  Temple-ftreet,  rapped  at  the 
door,  and  lent  in  the  name  of  a 
right  honourable  gentleman*  who 
happened  to  be  known  to  the  lady* 
defining  to  fpcak  with  her  ;  it  was 
accordingly  deified  that  the  gen¬ 
tleman  Ihould  walk  in  :  the  chair 
was  opened,  and  the  villain,  with 
his  aflociates  (four  in  number)  flu  fil¬ 
ed  up  hairs*  all  of  them  armed, 
1784. 


The  chairmen  immediately  difapy 
peared.  The  family  confifted  of 
the  lady  of  the  houfe,  a  young  lady* 
a  friend  of  hers,  and  a  fervant 
maid.  The  ladv,  hearing  fome  un- 
Ufual  lioife  below,  looked  over  the 
railing,  and  faw  the  villains  make 
fait  the  hall  door,  upon  which  {fie 
retreated,  and  locked  herfelf  up  fix 
her  bed-chamber  ;  but  the  villains 
fooil  broke  every  door  in  the  houfe*. 
took  what  they  p  leafed  thereout*  of 
goods  and  money  :  and  during  four 
hours  (the  time  they  remained  in 
the  hoitfd)  p'tadtifed  every  bruta¬ 
lity  on  her  and  her  friend.  The 
youngeft  of  the  females  having  at 
length  contrived  to  make  her  ef- 
cape  over  a  back  wall,  gave  the 
alarm*  arid  two  of  the  villains  he- 
mg  apprehended*  were'  brought  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Graham,  who  committed 
them  to  Kihriainham  gaol  ;  and  as! 
firifl  fearch  is  making  after  the 
other  villains,  it  is  hoped  they  will 
be  brought  to  condign  punilfiiiienD 

6.  O11  Saturday  .lafi  lif  Jofeph 
Lenhoiile,  one  of  the  aldermen  of 
the  city  of  Carliile,  waited  upon  the 
right  honourable  William  Pitt* 
with  the  freedom  of  that  city,  agree¬ 
able  to  an  order  made  by  the  com 
potation,  nomine  contradicente ,  the 
30th  of  lafi  month.  Mr  Pitt  is 
one  of  the  firft  honorary  freemen 
which  the  Corporation  of  Garlille 
have  made  within  the  lafi  five  and 
twenty  years. 

8.  This  morning  early,  the  right 
honourable  lord  George  Gordon, 
prefident  of  the  Proteftant  Afibcia- 
tlon,  lent  the  following  note  to  his 
excellency  baron  Van  Lynden.  the 
Dutch  ambaflfador,  who  arrived  on 
Friday  from  the  Hague  at  the  ho-> 
tel  in  S  u  fib  Ik- fi  fleet  : 

“  Lord  George  Gordon  prefents 
his  molt  fincere  refpedls  to  the  am- 
ballad  or  of  tijC  States  General  of  the 
(F)  United 
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United  Provinces,  and  congratu¬ 
lates  his  excellency  on  his  a* rival. 
Lord  George  Gordon  wifhes  to 
have  the  honour  of  an  interview,  as 
he  has  it  in  his  power  to  be  of  fer- 
vice  to  the  hates,  and  begs  to  be 
informed  when  he  may  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  waiting  upon  his  ex¬ 
cellency.  Lord  George  Gordon’s 
heart  “Cleaves  to  the  hates  of  Hol¬ 
land  ;  he  has  no  intelligence  that 
he  would  keep  fecrec  from  them; 
but  wifhes  to  communicate  every 
thing  that  may  tend  to  give  them 
the  advantage  over  all  their  ene¬ 
mies.” 

Welbeck-hreef, 

Monday,  Nov.  8,  1784. 

To  this  note  the  Dutch  amki ha- 
dor  returned  a  moh  polite  anfwer 
(by  the  bearer),  appointing  an  im¬ 
mediate  interview.  In  conlequenco 
of  which  condefcenfion,  lord  George 
Gordon  had  the  honour  of  enter¬ 
ing  into  a  private  conference  with 
his  excellency,  which  lahed  above 
two  hours.  From  all  that  tranfpires, 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  they 
were  quite  cordial  together. 

BruJJlls ,  AW.  8.  Accounts  have 
been  received  here,  that  laft  night 
the  Dutch  broke  one  of  their  dikes 
near  Lilio,  by  which  feveral  per- 
fons  were  drowned*  They  at¬ 
tempted  to  break  a  fecond,  but 
were  prevented  by  the  Imperial 
troops.  This  event  has  fpread  an 
alarm  at  Offend,  and  has  occafion- 
cd  an  extraordinary  diligence  in 
completing  the  works  on  the  ram¬ 
parts  there.  London  Gazette. 

Yefterday  afternoon  a  Dutch 
mail  arrived,  which  brought  the 
following  intelligence  : 

Antwerp,  Nov.  8.  There  was 
a  retd  and  ferious  cannonade  this 
day  from  the  Dutch  fort  of  Cruyff- 
ofians  ;  it  was  directed  again!!  the 
inhabitants,  fubjeds  to  the  empe- 
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ror,  occupied  in  repairing  a  breach, 
from  which  they  feared  the  far¬ 
ther  progrefs  of  the  inundation  al¬ 
ready  begun,  and  their  entire  ruin  ; 
a  fliot  even  entered  a  farm-houfe  at 
fome  diftance,  in  which  was  a  piquet 
of  Imperial  infantry.  The  night 
before  was  a  prelude  to  what  is  to 
happen  this  day  ;  for  the  Dutch 
have  already  fired  fome  mulket-fhot 
on  the  patrole  of  the  Imperial 
troops,  which,  as  ufual,  furround- 
ed  the  territory  of  his  Imperial 
majefty. 

9,  A  court-martial  was  held  at 
the  Ho rfe- guards,  at  which  col. 
Howard  preiided,  on  the  fubjedi  of 
the  charges  which  have  been  infh- 
tuted  by  the  mailer  general  of  the 
ordnance  againft  colonel  Debbieg 
of  that  department.  The  court  was 
compofed  of  the  rnoft  refpedable 
and  dilfinguifhed  military  charac¬ 
ters,  fo  that  the  fulleft  and  moll 
fatisfadlory  explanation  may  be  ex  * 
pedfed,  that  can  be  given  by  great 
abilities,  long  experience,  and  eifa- 
hlilhed  integrity.  The  duke  of 
Richmond  attended  on  the  part  of 
the  profecution,  and  colonel  Deb¬ 
bieg  took  the  place  afiigned  to  the 
defendant.  The  evidence  of  one 
fide  only  of  the  bufinels  appeared, 
yeflerday,  therefore  no  judgment 
can  be  formed  as  to  the  relult  of 
this  very  extraordinary  proiecution* 
Some  letters  were  read  by  fir 
Charles  Gould,  judge  advocate,  to* 
the  court,  which,  ieem-ed  to  place 
the  condudf  of  the  colonel  in  the 
moil  honourable  light. 

After  the  evidence  on  the  part  of 
the  profecution  was  clofed,  the  cours 
declared  a  readinefs  to  proceed  on 
the  colonel’s  defence  ;  but  that  gen¬ 
tleman  requefted  that  he  might  be 
permitted  to  defer  it  till  Thuriday, 
and  his  defire  was  cordially  afient- 
ed  to.  The  duke  off  Richmond 

then 
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then  defired  that  copies  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  might  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  every  member  of  the 
court,  which  was  agreed  to.  The 
court  broke  up,  and  adjourned  till 
ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

10.  This  morning'  lord  George 
Gordon  had  the  honour  of  again 
paying  his  refpedh  to  the  Dutch 
ambaffador,  Lord  George  Gordon 
acquainted  his  excellency  that  a 
number  of  his  friends  and  country¬ 
men,  among  whom  were  the  Dutch 
conful,  and  fome  officers,  of  tlffi 
nav)\  and  of  Britifh  and  American 
troop sf  had  determined  to  draw  and 
■accompany^ his  excellency’s  car¬ 
riage  to  the  court  at  St.  James’s, 
as  a  public  token  of  their  taking  a 
decided  part  again#  all  the  enemies 
of  the  republic,  provided  fuch  a 
public  mark  of  the  adherence  of  the 
body  of  the  people  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms  to  his  excellency’s  perfon  and 
the  Hates  oi  Holland  feemed  pro¬ 
per,  before  he  had  been  introduced 
to  the  king,  and  his  majefty’s  in¬ 
tentions  towards  thefe  proteftant 
Hates  made  known  to  him,  and  de¬ 
clared  to  the  world.  After  fome 
converfation,  in  which  the  fecre- 
tary  alfo  took  a  part,  it  was  thought 
be#  not  to  appear  at  prefent  in  any 
great  numbers  in  perfonal  attend¬ 
ance  upon  his  excellency.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  opinion  lord 
George  Gordon  went  fingly  to  St. 
James’s,  juft  to  receive  his  excel¬ 
lency  between  the  grenadiers,  at 
the  foot  of  the  innermoft  ftairs,  and 
to  receive  him  again  when  he  came 
out  of  the  king’s  clofet.  Lord 
George  faluted  him  with  a  drawn 
broad  fword,  and  the  grenadiers  on 
each  fide  refted  their  firelocks  at 
the  fame  time. 

— •  Lord  George  Gordon  at¬ 
tended  the  Dutch  ambaffador  to 
St.  James’s  $  dreffed  in  a  great 
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coat,  with  a  large  belt  flung  over* 
his  flioulder,  and  in  that  a  broad 
Iword,  and  a  Dutch  cockade  in  his 
hat.  Upon  coming  at  the  bottom 
of  the  ftairs,  he  there  halted  until 
the  ambaffador  returned,  when  lie 
drew  his  fword,  and  faluted  the 
amhaflkdor,  declaring  at  the  lame 
time  that  he  would  protedt  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  power  the  Dutch  pro- 
teiftants  and  their  intereft. 

When  lord  George  Gordon  went 
into  the  guard- room  at  St.  James’s, 
on  Wednefday,  to  acquaint  the 
third  regiment  of  guards,  that  they 
fliould  reft  their  firelocks  to  the 
Dutch  ambaffador,  die  ferjeants  and 
corporals  invited  his  lordfhip  into 
their  little  room  at  the  end  of  the 
main-guard,  and  helped  him  with 
fciflars,  and  held  the  ribbons,  till 
they  were  all  cut  into  Dutch  cock¬ 
ades,  and  then  delivered  them  to 
the  rank  and  file  men  without. 
This  was  trarffadfed  during  the 
time  his  excellency  was  opening 
his  negotiation  with  the  king  for 
the  good  of  the  republic. 

When  lord  George  Gordon  was 
palling  by  the  prince  of  Wales’s 
gate,  the  two  eeminels  upon  duty 
there,  belonging  to  the  fecond  re¬ 
giment  of  guards,  refted  their  fire¬ 
locks  to  his  lordfhip  ;  upon  obferv- 
ing  which,  his  lordlhip  prefented 
the  lads  with  a  guinea,  to  drink  to 
the  fuccefs  of  baron  Van  Lynden, 
and  the  profperity  of  the  republic. 

1 2.  Mr. Recorder  made  his  report 
to  his  majefty  of  the  convidis  under 
fentence  of  death  in  Newgate,  viz. 
Richard  alias  Jonas  Wooldridge* 
Francis  Doyle,  jofeph  Hu  let,  John 
Barker,  Edward  Robinfon,  Ri¬ 
chard  Court,  William  Brooks, 
William  Smith,  George  Drum¬ 
mond,  James  Forbefter,  William 
Coliop,  William  Rellions,  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Abel ;  William  Hogborn,  Pe- 
(F  2)  ter 
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ter  le  Roche,  William  Smith,  E- 
phraim  Ephraims,  Samuel  Thom- 
fon,  and  George  alias  John  Camp¬ 
bell  ;  Kyran  Ryan,  James  Lyle 
alias  William  Johnfon,  and  Charles 
Colley  :  when  Kyran  Ryan,  James 
Lyle  alias  William  Johnfon,  Jo*- 
fepli  Hulet,  William  Hogborn,  Pe¬ 
ter  le  Roche,  William  Rellions, 
Robert  Abel,  George  Drummond, 
William  Collop,  and  James  For- 
beder,  were  ordered  for  execution 
on  Wednesday  next. 

13.  This  morning,  at  eight 
o’clock,  Samuel  Harris  and  John 
North,  the  two  pirates  convicted 
on  Thurfday  lad  at  the  Old" Bailey, 
were  taken  from  Newgate,  and  car¬ 
ried  to  Execution  Dock,  attended 
by  the  two  under-fheriffs  and  de¬ 
puty  marfhal  of  the  Admiralty,  car¬ 
rying  the  filver  oar,  where  they 
were  executed  according  to  their 
fentence.  Their  behaviour  was 
penitent,  fuited  to  their  unhappy 
fituation.  They  are  to  be  lent 
down  to  Deal  to  be  hung  in 
chains. 

Harris,  executed  on  Saturday, 
was  formerly  a  porter  at  a  tavern 
near  Temple  Bar,  and  recommend¬ 
ed  as  a  waiter  to  a  public  houfe  at 
Margate,  where  he  unhappily  got 
connected  with  fome  fm-ugglers, 
and  entered  into  their  fraternity. 

North  alias  Norton  was  a  native 
of  Donnegal  in  Ireland,  and  bred 
to  the  fea.  They  were  both  under 
twenty-five  years  of  age, 

15.  The  right  honourable  Ed¬ 
mund  Burke  was  re-elected  lord 
rector  of  the  uni  verb  ty  of  Glaf- 
gow. 

17.  This  morning  the  following 
malefactors  were  executed  on  a  fcaf- 
fokl  ere  Ted  for  that  purpofe  before 
Newgate  :  James  Lyle  alias  Wil¬ 
liam  johnfon,  for  afluming  the 
same  and  character  of  Edward 


Stokes,  late  a  feaman  on  board  the 
lovely  floop,  in  order  to  receive 
his  wages  ;  William  Hogborn,  for 
dealing  two  geldings  and  a  cow 
from  Putney-common,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  different  perfons  ;  Wil¬ 
liam  Rellions,  for  robbing  William 
Rough  of  cs.  id.  on  the  highway  ; 
William  Collop,  tor  robbing  James 
Fergus  of  a  pair  of  finds  and  a  pair 
of  knee-buckles ;  James  Forbefter, 
for  a  burglary  in  the  dwelling-- 
houfe  of  Daniel  Andrews ;  George 
Drummond,  for  dealing  from  the 
perfon  of  the  earl  of  Clermont  a 
gold  watch,  deel  chain,  and  two 
gold  feals  ;  Peter  le  Roche,  for 
dealing  a  quantity  of  apparel,  the 
property  of  James  Martin  ;  Jo- 
feph  Hulet,  for  privately  dealing 
in  the  houfe  of  Mr,  Priedman,-  a 
pawnbroker  in  Bloomfburv,  to 
whom  he  was  apprentice,  watches y. 
rings,  &c.  to  the  value  of  350!, 
and  Kyran  Ryan,  for  forging  the 
will  of  John  Welch,  deceafed. 
The  prifoners  came  upon  the  fcaf- 
fold  a  few  minutes  after  eight,  and 
after  joining  the  ordinary  in  the 
ufual  devotions  with  every  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  mod  earned  and  unaf- 
feTed  piety  and  contrition,  the 
executioner  put  a  cap  upon  the 
head  of  each,  when  Drummond 
and  Hulet  deflred  him  to  turn  their 
caps  above  their  eyes,  which  being 
complied  with,  they  prayed  aloud 
in  a  fervent  manner,  and  with  a 
very  impaffioned  gediculation,  at 
intervals  addrefling  themfelves  to 
the  fpedlators,  and  admonifhing  all 
young  perfons  to  avoid  the  evil 
couries  which  had  brought  them  to 
a  premature  and  difgraceful  fate.- 
Hulet,  a  Him  lad,  about  eighteen, 
kicked  and  draggled  furpridngly, 
arid  continued  to  do  fo  for  feveral 
minutes  after  his  fellow-fufferers 
were  motion  led.  On  this  occ  ah  ou¬ 
tlie 
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the  executioner,  by  order  of  the 
lord-mayor  and  die  riffs,  for  the  firfl 
time,  wore  a  black  baize  gown. 
The  concourfe  of  people  was  ado¬ 
rn  fhingly  great,  and  many  were 
much  hurt,  particularly  a  woman, 
who  was  taken  to  the  hofpital,  and 
a  girl  about  twelve  or  thirteen 
years,  who,  after  fainting,  was 
moved  over  the  heads  of  feveral 
hundreds  of  people  into  Fleet-lane, 
where  file  was  taken. into  a  houfe. 
So  great  a  number  of  people  got 
upon  Mr,  fheriff  Hopkins’s  cha¬ 
riot,  Handing  at  the  gate  of  the 
Seilions-houfe,  that  the  axletree 
broke. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  G ras  g e  Go r  - 
don,  President  of  the  Proteflant 
Aifociation,  to  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  Mr,  Pitt,  Firfl  Lord 
of  the  Treafury. 

4  Sir, 

4  Several  hundred  feamen  have 
addreffed  me  to-day;  many  of  them, 
lately  arrived  from  India,  came  in 
coaches.  Adting  lieutenants,  mates, 
and  midfhipmen  of  the  royal  navy, 
are  among  them.  The  following 
is  the  copy  of  the  generality  of 
their  addreffes  : 

44  To  the  Right  Honourable  Lord 
George  Gordon,  Prefident  of  the 
Proteflant  Affociation. 

44  May  it  pleafe  your  lordfhip, 

44  We,  the  feamen,  whole  names 
are  undermentioned,  are  able,  wil¬ 
ling,  and  ready,  to  ferve  the  United 
Proteflant  States  of  Holland  againfl 
the  King  of  the  Romans,  and  all 
their  popifh  enemies.  And  your 
petitioners  will  ever  pray  for  lord 
George  Gordon. 

Signed  by  Edward  Robinfon, 
and  thirty-four  other  feamen, 
at  the  Kettledrum,  Radciiffe 
Highway,  Nov,  17,  1784. 55 
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4  Several  officers  of  diflindtion 
in  the  land  fervice  have  alfo  ap¬ 
plied  to  me,  and  offered  their  fer- 
vices  to  the  States  General,  parti¬ 
cularly  a  field  officer  of  the  Con- 
nedlicut  line,  in  the  province  of 
Pvfaflachufet’s,  and  an  officer  who 
has  lately  left  the  Irifh  brigade  of 
France,  who  wifhed  ’to  enter  into 
a  fervice  more  agreeable,  and  con¬ 
genial  to  his  fentiments  and  prin¬ 
ciples.  Many  of  the  guards  have 
requeifed  to  go  volunteers.  Some 
Athol  Highlanders  are  on  their 
way  to  town,  who,  I  make  no 
doubt,  will  engage  in  the  good 
proteflant  caufe  of  their  high 
mightineffes.  I  acquaint  you,  as 
prime  minifler,  with  thefe  matters, 
that  you  may  convince  baron  Van, 
Lynden  of  the  general  good  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people  of  thefe 
kingdoms  to  comply  with  his  ex¬ 
cellency’s  requefl,  and  to  renew 
again  their  old  friendfhip  with  Hol¬ 
land  upon  the  righteous  and  f olid 
foundation  of  the  proteffant  in- 
tereff. 

4  I  am,  Sir,  with  all  due  refpedl, 

4  Your  humble  fervant, 

4  G.  Gordon.* 

18.  His  lordfhip  fent  another 
letter  to  the  minifler,  acquainting 
him,  -that  captain  Rawlinfon,  of 
Sbadwell,  had  made  him  an  offer 
of  the  Prince  William  frigate,  of 
26  guns,  to  cruife  againfl  the  Im¬ 
perial  merchantmen,  and  all  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States  ;  that 
feveral  artillery  men,  and  more 
than  icoo  feamen,  with  a  full  pro¬ 
portion  of  mailers,  mates,  gunners, 
and  carpenters,  have  already  figned 
their  requells  to  be  employed  in  the 
fame  juft  caufe. 

Dublin,  Nov.  i  8.  Came  on  the 
trial  of  Benjamin  Matthews,  for 
killing  two  loldiers  of  the  9th  re¬ 
giment  of  dragoons,  who  attempt- 
(F  3)  ed, 
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ed,  with  fevera!  others,  to  refcue 
captain  Pallifer,  who  was  in  his 
euilody  for  debt.  After  a  trial  of 
fome  hours,  the  intended  refcue 
being  clearly  .proved,  the  jury 
brought  in  their  verdict— j udifiable 
homicide. 

19.  Benjamin  Wilfon,  efq,.  an 
afting  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  was 
taken  into  cuiiody,  and  carried  to 
lord  Sydney’s  office.  He  had  been 
at  the  Kettledrum,  in  Ratcliffe 
Highway,  fpeaking  to  the  feamen, 
who  wilhed  to  be  employed  by  the 
Dutch,  to  defend  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral  againft  the  emperor  of  Ger¬ 
many.  He  had  alfo  read  a  letter 
to  them  from  lord  George  Gordon, 
Hating,  that  it  wholly  depended 
upon  Mr  .  Pitt  whether  this  country 
fhouid  ailifi  the  protedant  intereft 
in  Holland,  or  take  a  part  with 
the  King  of  the  Romans.  After  a 
long-  examination  before  lord  Syd¬ 
ney,  and  other  officers  of  the  crown, 
Benjamin  Wilfon,  efq.  the  acting 
lieutenant,  was  told,  he  had  done 
nothing  amiTs,  and  was  at  liberty 
again.  Lor :  Sydney  then  requeu¬ 
ed  Mr,  Wilfon  to  carry  a  verbal 
ineffage  to  lord  George  Gordon, 
which  Mr.  Wilfon  did  ;  but  lord 
George  Gordon  fent  back  to  lord 
Sydney,  that  if  he  had  any  bufinefs 
with  him,  he  mull  write  a  letter,  as 
verbal  meffages  wrere  uncertain. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Honourable  Mr.  Pitt,  Find 
Lord  of  the  Treafury,  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Qe  o  r  g  e 
Gordon. 

Downing-dreet,  Nov.  19,  1784, 
26  m,  pad  One  P.  M. 

44  My  lord, 

44  I  have  hitherto  returned  no 
anfwer  to  the  letters  1  received 
from  your  lordfnip  on  the  j  7th  and 


1 8th  Indanfc,  becaufe  I  did  not 
think  it  my  duty  to  enter  into  a 
correfpondence  with  your  lordfhip 
on  the  fubjefh  But  ha.ving  been 
informed  that  many  feamen  have 
been  induced  to  quit  their  occtw 
pation,  in  the  expectation  of  being 
employed  to  ferve  again  ft  the  em¬ 
peror,  I  think  it  proper  to  remind 
you,  that  whatever  heps  you  have 
taken,  have  been  without  the 
fmalleft  degree  of  authority  or 
countenance  from  his  majedy’s  mi- 
niders,  and  that  it  is  for  your  lord- 
fhip  to  condder  what  ccnfequencea 
may  be  expedted  from  them. 

44  I  am,  my  lord, 

44  Your  lordfhip’s  obedient 
44  Humble  fervant, 

44  W,  Pitt.”' 

Right  Hon.  Lord  G.  Gordon, 

Lord  George  Gordon’s  Anfwer 
to  Mr.  Pitt. 

44  Sir,. 

44  I  received  your  letter  of  to» 
day  juft  now.  It  was  very  rude  in 
you  not  to  anfwer  my  two  letters 
fooner.  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  fay, 
that  many  feamen  have  been  in¬ 
duced  to  quit  their  occupation,  in 
expectation  of  being  employed  to 
ferve  againft  the  emperor.  This, 
fhews  the  feamen’s  hearts  are  warm 
towards  the  States  of  Holland,  and 
that  they  with  to  lend  a  hand  to 
affid  them  againd  their*  enemies. 
As  foon  as  you,  and  the  red  of  his 
majedy’s  miniders,  are  pleafed  to, 
authorize  and  countenance  thefe 
honed  endeavours  ot  the  feamen  to, 
fup port  thofe  protedant  dates,  I 
will  make  prop Dials  to  the  Dutch, 
ambaffador,  and  to  the  States  of 
Holland,  to  take  them  intjo  imme-. 
diate  pay.  The  confequences  may 
fall  on  the  heads  of  the  king’s  fer- 
vants,  if  they  ad  rite  their  fovereign 
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to  take  a  part  again  ft  the  proteftant 
intereft. 

44  I  am,  Sir, 

4 4  Your  humble  fervanf, 

14  G.  Gordon.” 
Welbeck-ftreet,  Nov.  19,  1784. 

j 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Worthy 
Magiftrates  of  the  Rotation-office, 
in  Litchfield- ftreet,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Lord  George  Gordon. 

44  The  magiftrates  at  the  Rofa- 
tion-office  in  Litchfield-ftreet,  pre- 
fent  their  compliments  to  lord 
George  Gordon,  are  much  obliged 
to  him  for  his  information,  and  will 
pay  due  attention  to  his  letter.” 
Litchfield-ftreet, 

Nov.  19,  1784. 

20.  One  o’clock,  about  a  h  undred 
and  fifty  bailors  aftembled  in  Wei- 
beck  ftreet,  where  lord  George 
Gordon  harangued  them,  and  re¬ 
ferred  them  to  his  and  Mr.  Pitt’s 
letters  in  the  public  papers,  add¬ 
ing,  that  he  wiftled  them  very 
well,  but  that  he  could  not  ferve 
them  without  the  approbation  of 
the  king  and  his  minifters.  A  gen¬ 
tleman,  in  the  uniform  of  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  navy,  affifted  his 
lordfhip  on  the  occafion  ;  both  had 
the  blue  and  orange  cockades  in 
their  hate,  and  the  lieutenant  had 
another  in  his  bofom, 

20.  King  againft  Atkinlbn, — - 
Lord  Mansfield  gave  the  opinion 
of  the  court  in  the  caufe  Wadham 
and  Barlow,  and  the  attorney-ge¬ 
neral  moved  judgment  againft 
Chriftop’her  Atkinlbn,  esq.  Mr. 
Bearcroft  arofe,  and,  after  making 
a  few  prefatory  obfervations,  which 
were  obvioufty  dictated  by  the  per- 
ipnal  feelings  of  the  mm,  and  did 
not  flow  from  the  ingenuity  of  the 
advocate,  intreated  that  the  affi¬ 
davits  in  defence  of  his  client  might 
bit  read',  Aftey  a  few  minutes  con- 
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fultation,  leave  was  given,  and  the 
affidavit  of  Mr.  George  Slade,  one 
of  the  commiilioncrs  or  the  victual¬ 
ling-office,  was  read.  It  dated  at 
length  the  particulars  of  the  ac¬ 
counts,  the  manner  in  which  thev 
were  adjufted,  with  a  balancing 
invoice,  and  the  ftrong  probability 
of  the  innocence  of  Mr.  Atkinfon, 
in  a  very  exact  and  critical  manner. 
The  affidavits  of  Mr.  Bates,  Mr. 
Hanway,  and  other  commiflioners, 
and  Thomas  Never,  chief  clerk, 
were  produced,  and  the  contents 
of  them. operated  to  Mr.  Atkinfon’s 
difad  vantage. 

Mr.  Bearcroft  then  refumed  his 
iubj  ect,  and  declared  in  the  mod 
lolemn  manner,  that  he  was  fully 
convinced  of  Mr.  Atkinfon’s  in¬ 
nocence,  and  that  if  ever  a  man  was 
puniftied  for  a  crime  which  he  had 
not  the  lead  intention  of  commit¬ 
ting,  it  would  be  the  cafe  with  his 
unhappy  client.  Had  he  meant  to 
defraud  the  public,  he  would  have 
taken  the  very  contrary  lleps  to 
thole  widen  he  purfued.  He  then 
deicended  to  the  particulars  of  the 
accounts,  andfhewed,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  apparent  nominal  dif¬ 
ference  of  the  prices  between  the 
buying  and  invoice  books,  yet  that 
the  total  fums  were  regulated. in  fo 
exadt  a  manner  by  the  balancing 
account,  that  it  would  have  exceed¬ 
ed  belief,  were  not  the  books  in 
court  to  jullify  his  affiertion.  In 
order  to  eitebt  this  regulation,  al~ 
moll  every  one  of  thole  accounts 
was  brought  to  a  fmall  fraction, 
and  in  one  inftance,  where  the 
fraction  would  not  completely  fet¬ 
tle  the  difference;  the  fcrupulous 
exadlitude  of  his  client  was  l'uch, 
that  a,  fum  of  6d|,  was  noted  as  an 
overplus.  Indeed,  if  his  client 
was  guilty  of  the  fpecific  charge* 
he  was  like  wife  guilty  in  three 
thoufand  other:  xnftunces.  He  was, 
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followed  by  Mr.  Wood,  who  expa¬ 
tiated  for  a  coniiderable  length  of 
time  with  the  fame  ardor.  He  par¬ 
ticularly  afferted,  that  (i  it  was  as 
impoffible  for  Mr.  Atkmfon  to  fpe- 
cify  the  feye-rai  prices  of  the 
corn  fupplied  in  large  quantities, 
purchaiel  at  different  times,  and 
an  in  infinite  number  of  parcels  ; 
gs  it  would  be  to  fill  a  cafk  of  vya- 
ter  at  Gravefend,  and  determine 
the  exaCt  quantity  which  palled 
through  the  middle  arch  of  London 
bridge.5’  After  a  great  number  of 
pertinent  obfervations,  Mr.  Wood 
moll  earneftly  intreated  the  court 
Would  fend  his  client  to  a  new  trial, 
where  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  the 
whole  trail fecfion  might  be  firmly 
qllabljihed. 

Mp.  Dallas,  in  a  moft  mafterly 
and  able  fpeech  of  two  hours 
length,  contended  that  it  was  not 
too  late  for  the  court  to  order  a  new 
trial,  and  produced  two  or  three 
fimilar  inftances.  Lord  Mansfield 
informed  him  t1  .  the  court  could 
certainly  grant  a  new  trial,  if  they 
thought  it  necefLry.  Mr.  Dallas 
then  entered  into  the  account,  and 
from  a  chain  of  deductions  endea¬ 
voured  to  convince  the  court  of  the 
recftitude  of  the  accounts  in  every 
poffible  view  of  them.  He  meant 
not  to  impeach  the  verJict,  but  that 
a  very  great  part  of  the  truth  was 
left  uninyeftigatecL  He  next  made 
fame  fir  iking  obferyations  upon  the 
feveral  affidavits  produced  fi)bfe- 
quent  to  the  trial,  and  drew  very 
favourable  conclufiqns  in  behalf  qf 
the  defendant. 

Mr.  Atkinfon  then  craved  per- 
m’vffion  to  be  indulged  a  few  words, 
which  ford  Mansfield  and  the  other 
judges  alien  fed  to.  He  began  with 
pxpreffing  his  apprehenfions  that 
their  lordfliips  were  unacquainted 
with  the  merits  of  the  tranfadtiens. 


but  that  he  milled  his  counlel  had 
elucidated  them  to  their  convi&ion  ; 
however,  if  that  fnould  not  be  the 
cafe,  he  begged  leave  to  trouble 
the  court  with  a  few  explanations, 
which  he  hoped  would  fatisry  them 
of  the  juft nefs  of  his  requeft  in  de¬ 
firing  a  new  trial.  He  was  fo  well, 
affured  of  manifefting  his  innocence 
to  a  jury,  that  if  he  failed,  he 
would  chearfuljy  meet  the  mod  ig¬ 
nominious  punifhment  that  could 
be  inflidfed,  or  even  death  itfelf. 
Mr.  Slade,  he  qbferved,  was  the 
only  commiffioner  upon  whom  he 
could  prevail  to  take  the  trouble  to 
examine  his  accounts,  and  having 
done  it,  he  had  folemnly  fvvorn 
they  were  juft  and  fair.  The  other 
gentjemen  had  done  no  more  than 
affirmed  that  they  knew  nothing  of 
his  own  fupplies  nor  of  the  balance 
bill !  the  contrary  was  the  truth, 
and  it  evidently  appeared  fo  by  the 
tellimony  of  Mr.  Han  way  ;  nor 
did  it  lignify  whether  they  knew  it 
or  not.  Was  not  the  furnifhing  his 
own  confignments  or  his  own 
ftores,  by  which  ever  name  they 
were  called,  at  the  market-prices, 
according  to  the  ellablifhed  ufage 
and  daily  praHice  of  the  market  ? 
and  was  not  the  adj Lifting  of  the 
accounts  by  making  the  total  of 
the  purchafes  and  fupplies  agree 
with  the  total  of  the  invoices,  by 
making  the  laft  invoice  for  the  ba¬ 
lance  of  the  coft  of  the  purchafes, 
the  moft  accurate  method  that  could 
be  deviled  r  The  balancing  bills 
would  fpeak  for  themfelves  and  give 
their  lordfliips  the  moft  unequivo¬ 
cal  proof,  Drift,  by  terminating  with 
fractional  prices  a  thing  that  did 
not  exift  in  purchafes  ;  fecondly, 
by  taking  the  buying-book,  which 
he  then  produced,  with  that  alone 
he  would  call  upon  Mr.  White,  the 
ireafury-folicitor,  for  fuch  invoices 
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as  fhould  make  the  exadt  total  of 
every  fettling  in  the  laid  buying- 
book,  and  he  would  take  the  invoices 
which  were  at  nominal  prices,  from 
the  victualling-office,  in  his  own 
hand,  and  by  them  alone  would 
fell  the  court  the  amount  of  every 
fum  total  in  the  buying-book.  But 
this  demondration,  which  appeared 
the  tonchdone  of  the  balance-bill, 
he  was  not  allowed  to  go  into  ! 

Lord  Mansfield  had  indeed  re¬ 
marked,  that  the  commifiioners  had 
fworn,  that  in  one  invoice,  there 
\yere  frequent  infiancea  of  various 
prices,  which  fhewed,  they  mull  be 
'meant  for  real  ones,  the  obferva- 
tion  he  allowed  to  he  well  founded, 
but  upon  further  investigation,  it 
would  prove,  what  he  contended 
for,  namely,  that  the  invoices  were 
at  nominal  prices,  for  out  of  the 
two  years  and  a  half,  that  he 
bought  corn  for  the  victualling - 
office,  it  would  be  found,  that  from 
November,  1778,  to  December, 
1780,  each  invoice  was  uniformly 
at  one  price ,  and  as  each  cargo  con¬ 
fided  of  various  purchales  and  fup- 
plies,  at  various  prices,  the  remark 
before  made,  proved  fuch  invoice 
muft  have  been  nominal.  Mr.  At- 
kinfon  appeared  to  think,  this  im¬ 
portant  fadt  had  fufficiently  im- 
prefied  the  court  to  grant  him  a  new 
trial,  that  the  truth,  if  it  really 
exifted,  might  come  out  in  evidence, 
but- he  proved  mifiaken. 

Lord  Mansfield  flopped  the  at¬ 
torney -general,  who  was  going  to 
reply,  and  immediately  gave  his 
opinion  in  a  very  particular  man¬ 
ner,  in  which  he  recapitulated  the 
whole  of  the  circum dances  of  the 
trial,  evidence,  and  conviction. 
His  lordfhip  remarked  upon  the  fi¬ 
liation  in  rank  and  life  of  Mr.  At- 
kinfon,  and  dating  his  reafons  for 
\yifhing  to  have  the  fpiied  infor- 
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mation  from  the  commiffioners,  but 
that  the  affidavits  had,  in  his  opi¬ 
nion,  turned  much  againd  the  de¬ 
fendant.  His  lordfhip  was  upon 
the  whole  Ltisfied  with  the  verdict 
of  the  jury,  and  fliould  therefore 
refufe  a  new  trial.  Mr.  judice 
Afliurd  gave  a  fimilar  opinion,  par¬ 
ticularly  remarking  upon  the  de¬ 
fendant’s  making  the  lupply  at  the 
market-price,  when  it  was  well 
known  the  markets  were  under  his 
own  influence.  (Here  the  defend¬ 
ant  very  feelingly  obferved,  that 
the  market  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  general  account  rendered  to  the 
commiffioners.  y  Mr.  judice  Buller 
coincided  m  opinion,  and  the  court 
fixed  Wedneiday  next  to  pads  judg¬ 
ment.  The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Far¬ 
mer,  a  very  confiderable  cornfadtor, 
was  offered  to  be  read  ;  the  contents 
were  dated  to  be  a  complete  j  uni¬ 
fication  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
accounts .  were  balanced,  but  the 
court  was  of  op.  con  that  it  went 
to  the  merits.  Another  affidavit  of 
Mr.  Chambers,  a  merchant  in 
Mincing-lane,  was  likewife  offered, 
in  order  to  prove  the  truth  of  the 
accounts,  but  lord  Mansfield  ye- 
fufed  to  enter  into  the  particulars. 
Mr.  Bearcroft  then  with  great  agi¬ 
tation  made  a  few  obfervations,  to 
extenuate  his  client ;  and  he  al- 
ledged,  that  no  individual  fince  the 
Revolution  had  been  fo  heavily 
fined;  which,  after  con  fidering  the 
loft  a  mod  beneficial  buiinefs, 
and  the  expence  incurred,  amount¬ 
ed  to  an  enormous  fum.  The 
learned  advocate  therefore,  under 
fuch  circumdances,  w-i filed  to  irn- 
prefs  the  court  in  his  favour.  The 
attorney-general  made  a  fhort  re¬ 
ply.  And 

Mr.  Atkin fon  de firing  again  to 
be  heard  in  his  defence,  lord  Mans- 
field  told  him,  there  mud  be  an 

end.’* 
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end,”  The  prifoner  was  then  re¬ 
manded,  and  on  Wednefday  next, 
he  will  be  brought  up  to  receive 
judgment. 

— .  The  long  contefted  caufe  be¬ 
tween  John  Gallini,  efq.  and  the 
truftees  of  the  king’s  theatre  was 
finally  determined  by  the  lord  chan¬ 
cellor,  in  favour  of  the  latter ;  the 
temporary  receivers-  were  difcharg- 
ed,  and  the  faid  truftees  confirmed 
in  their  right  of  managing  the  pro¬ 
perty  for  the  benefit  of  the  credi¬ 
tors.  Coun-fel  for  the  truftees,  Mr. 
fiolicitor-general,  Mr.  Selwyn,  and 
Mr.  Evance  ;  folicitors,  Me  (ft  Bar- 
borne  and  Seton  of  the  Adelphi. 

— .  The  crown  lawyers  we  are 
informed  did  not  perliit  in  their 
cppolition  to  the  ancient  privilege 
of  the  town  of  Dover,  and  on  Sa¬ 
turday  laft  Dixon,  and  Bruce,  an¬ 
other  felon,  were  executed  purfu- 
ant  to  the  fentence  palled  '  upon 
them  by  the  mayor  at  the  lad  lef- 
iions  held  for  Dover.  We  further 
learn,  that  Dixon  behaved  with 
great  eompofure  and  indifference, 
and  perfifted  in  his  innocence,  and 
declared  that  he  was  not  concerned 
in  the  murder  of  Mr,  Linton. 

22.  The  following  extraordinary 
affair  came  before  the  Bow-ftreet 
magiftrates  ;  count  Duroure,  who 
has  made  fo  much . nolle  about  town, 
fome  little  time  lince,  got  acquaint- 
ed  with  a  gentleman  of  the  law, 
who  lent  him  his  afliitance  to  extri¬ 
cate  him  from  difficulties  he  was 
involved  in  :  having  accefs  to  his 
friend’s  tabic,  who  was  married  to 
4  young  lady  of  fome  accompliili- 
ments,  the  count,  by  his  attentions, 
inlinuated  hirnfelf  fo  far  into  her 
affeftions,  as  to  prevail  upon  her  to 
pi  ope  with  him  to  France.  He  lent 
pff  his  baggage  to  Dover,  whither 
|ie  was  to  follow  in  a  day  or  two. 
The  huiband  by  a  layoniq  letter 


from  the  lady,  received  the  nrft  in¬ 
timation  of  her  infidelity.  After  a 
very  minute  enquiry,  he  difeover- 
ed,  that  the  lady  and  her  paramour 
were  at  a  bagnio  in  Leicefter-fields, 
whither  he  went  on  Sunday  night, 
accompanied  with  fome  friends, 
and  being  guided  to  the  room  de- 
fired  admittance,  which  was  refufed, 
upon  this  he  forced  open  the  door, 
and  the  moment  he  entered,  the 
count  fired  upon  him  ;  the  bail 
went  through  his  hat  without  doing 
him  any  mifehief.  The  count’s 
conduct  appeared  in  fo  extraordin¬ 
ary  a  light  to  the  magiftrates,  that 
for  tli 6  purpofe  of  more  feem-ity 
he  was  committed  to  Newgate. 

The  gentleman  charged  with 
wilfully  firing  a  piftol  at  Tuxley 
Sandon,  efq.  in  the  Long- Acre  bag¬ 
nio,  and  committed  to  Newgate  by 
fir  Sampfon  Wright,  is  Louis  Henry 
Sciplo  Duroure,  efq.  of  a  noble  fa¬ 
mily  in  France,  and  an  officer  in 
his  majefty’s  fervice.  The  offence 
he  is  charged  with  is  capital,  by 
what  is  called  the  Black  Act. 

— .  The  court -marffial  for  the 
trial  of  colonel  Debbieg  being  on 
Monday  laft  re-affembled  at  the 
Horfe-Guards,  by  his  majefty’s 
command,  the  following  lentence 
was  read  by  the  judge  advocate, 
who  declared  that  his  majelty  had 
approved  thereof,  and  had  directed 
that  it  be  carried  into  execution. 

The  court-martial,  upon  due 
coniideration  of  the  whole  matter, 
are  of  opinion,  that  colonel  Hugh 
Debbieg  is  guilty  of  each  article 
of  the  charge  exhibited  again  ft  him, 
viz. 

Of  u  writing  to  his  grace  Charles 
duke  of  Richmond,  Lennox,  and 
Aubigny,  mafter-general  of  his 
majefty’s  ordnance,  his  command-* 
ino-  officer,  feveral  unbecoming  let- 
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ters  fince  the  month  of  June  laft, 
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containing  indecent  and  d.ifrefpeci- 
ful  expreilions  towards  him,,  and 
groundlefs  and  injurious  imputa¬ 
tions  of  partiality  and  oppreffion  in 
the  difcharge  of  his  duty  as  ma&er- 
general  of  the  ordnance,,  to  the 
prejudice  of  good  order  and  mili¬ 
tary  difcipline 

And  of  “  writing  difrefpedtfully 
in  the  month  of  Auguft  lad  of  the 
faid  duke  of  Richmond,  &c.  maf- 
ter* general  of  his  maje  fly’s  ord¬ 
nance,  his  commanding  officer,  to 
major-general  James  Bramham,  the 
chief  engineer,  and  in  terms  obvi- 
o.ufly  tending  to  depreciate  the  con¬ 
duit  of  him  the  faid  mailer-general 
in  the  opinion  of  the  faid  chief  en¬ 
gineer,  and  of  the  corps  of  engi¬ 
neers,  to  the  prejudice  of  good  or-, 
der  and  military  difcipline.” 

In  eoniideration  of  the  high 
character  oi  the  faid  colonel  Deb- 
bjeg,  as  an  officer,  and  his  meri¬ 
torious  fervices,  which  confldera- 
tion  alone  could  have  induced  them 
to  give  fo  lenient  a  fentence  for 
crimes  which  they  mult  conceive 
to  be  highly  detrimental  and  tend¬ 
ing  to  produce  the  wor.lt  confe- 
quences  to  the  fervice,  they  adjudge 
that  he,  the  laid  colonel  Hugh 
Debbieg,  be  reprimanded  in  open 
court,— -and  that  he  do  alfo  make 
his  fubrniffion  to  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  &c.  mafter -general  of  his 
maj city’s  ordnance,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms  : 

44  My  lord  duke, 

44  In  compliance  with  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  this  court-martial,  I  do. 
declare  my  great  concern,  that  I 
fhould  have  made  ufe  of  exp  ref- 
Rons  in  my  correfpondence  with 
your  grace,  my  fuperior  officer, 
which  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
tended  to  the  prejudice  of  good  or- 
.  der  and  military  difcipline.” 

TThe  prefident,  lord  Howard, 


then  addreffed  colonel  Debbieg  as. 
follows 

“  Colonel  Debbieg, 

44  In  addrefling  my  felt  to  an  of¬ 
ficer  of  fo  long  Handing,  and  fo 
diilinguifhed  as  you  have  been  for 
your  meritorious  fervices,  it  cannot 
fail  to  give  me  the  lincereil  concern 
to  have  it  fall  to  my  lot  to  convey 
to  you  a  reprimand  from  the  court- 
martial  before  whom  you  have  been 
brought. 

44  It  is,  hr,  by  his  majeily’s 
commands,  that  I  do  fo.  Wherein, 
having  confulted  the  court,  I  am 
to  fay  to  you,  that  they  would  have 
to  dread  the  ill  effects  of  Rich  an 
unbecoming  fpirit  as  that  which 
has  fo  confpicuoully  ffiewn  itfelf  in 
your  late  correfpondence,  which 
they  have  had  under  their  confide- 
ration,  if  they  did  not  perfuade 
themfelves  in  regard  to  the  danger- 
oils  tendency  of  Inch  behaviour  to 
his  majefty’s  fervice  that  you  will 
upon  cool  reflection  think  as  they 
do,  arid  hereafter  regulate  your 
conditH  accordingly. 

44  The  other  part,  fir,  of  the 
judgment  of  this  court,  your  fub- 
miffion  to  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
mailer-general  of  the  ordnance, 
has  been  already  read  to  you  by  the 
judge  advocate ;  and  which  no. 
doubt  you  will  immediately  and 
agreeable  to  that  becoming  defer¬ 
ence  due  to  their  directions,  pro-* 
ceed  to  comply  with.” 

Colonel  Debbieg  then  read  the 
fubrniffion  to  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond  as  the  court  had  directed  5 
after  which  the  duke  of  Richmond 
addreffed  hrmfelf  to  the  court  as. 
follows 

44  The  judgment  of  the  court  in, 
pronouncing  every  article  of  my 
charges  well  founded,  and  the  im¬ 
putations  againft  me  groundlefs,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  obiervations  which 
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the  court  has  made  on  the  conduct 
I  complained  of,  have  I  truft  fully 
fullified  the  neceftity  I  was  under  of 
appealing  to  this  tribunal. 

44  I  flatter  myfelf  that  in  carry¬ 
ing  on  this  profecution,  I  have  not 
fnewn  a  vindictive  fpirit  ;  I  hope 
it  is  not  in  my  nature.  The  apo¬ 
logy  directed  by  the  court,  I  rea¬ 
dily  accept  from  col.  Debbieg.  I 
fruit  his  future  conduct  will  be  re¬ 
gulated  by  the  fentiments  which 
the  court  has  exprefied  on  what  is 
paid,  and  I  promife  colonel  Deb- 
bi eg  that  he  (ball  never  trace  in  my 
behaviour  any  ungenerous  recol¬ 
lection  of  this  tranfadion.” 

The  judge  advocate  then  inform¬ 
ed  colonel  Debbieg,  that  the  fen- 
fence  of  the  court  having  been 
complied  with,  he  was  releafed 
from  his  arreft,  and  then  declared 
that  the  court  martial  was  diffolved. 

24.  King  againft  Wooldridge. 

This  day  the  long  depending 
eaufe  was  again  argued  in  the  court 
of  King’s -Bench,  before  lord  Mans¬ 
field  and  Mr.  jufiice  Buller.  Mr. 
Garrow,  as  junior  counfel,  after  a 
very  handfome  apology  for  his 
youth  and  inexperience,  craved  the 
indulgence  of  the  court.  His  firft 
argument  went  to  the  informality 
of  the  return  to  the  mandamus, 
which  although  by  no  means  the 
ground  that  he  meant  to  fet  his 
foot  upon,  yet  was  in  itfelf  fuffi- 
cient  to  infure  fuccefs  to  his  client. 
He  then  by  a  chain  of  very  clear 
deductions  and  appofite  cafes,  a 
great  variety  of  which  he  quoted, 
dated  his  objections  to  the  words  of 
the  return,  but  the  court  declining 
to  enter  direCtly  into  the  merits, 
Mr  Garrow  judicioufly  (as  Mr. 
jufiice  Buller  afterwards  faid)  aban¬ 
doned  his  intentions,  and  -  went 
boldly  to  the  general  queflions. 


The  firft  charge  was  a  pretended 
embezzlement  of  apart  of  Hr  James 
Langham’s  charity  to  fdldiery  and 
tailors,  the  alderman  having  drawn 
on  the  chamberlain  for  the  fum  of 
four  pounds,  payable  to  James 
Afpell,  from  whom  he  took  a  re¬ 
ceipt,  whereas  in  fact  it  was  al- 
ledged  that  he  paid  Afpell  only  one 
guinea,  and  appropriated  the  re¬ 
mainder  to  his  own  ufe.  Mr.  Gar¬ 
row  denied  the  fad— -his  client  had 
bona  fide  diftributed  the  money  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  true  intent  of  the 
donor’s  will,  and  there  was  no  aver¬ 
ment  in  the  petition  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Bridge  ward  to  the  con¬ 
trary — but  it  was  meritorioufly  dif¬ 
tributed  to  feveral  perfons  inftead  of 
one  perfon.—  Admitting  the  fad, 
it  was  but  at  moft  but  a  mifapplica- 
tion,  which,  according  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  held  by  Holt,  chief  jufiice, 
in  the  King  againft  Chalk,  in  the 
borough  of  Wilton,  1  Raymond, 
fo.  225,  44  a  mifnpplication  of  cor¬ 
poration  money  was  no  eaufe  of  a 
motion  becaufe  an  action  will  lie 
againft  the  party.” — He  quoted  an 
infinite  number  of  other  cafes, 
together  with  lord  Mansfield’s 
former  opinions  corroborating  this 
pofition  in  many  points  of  view. 
He  then  made  fome  linking  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  nature  of  cha¬ 
ritable  donations  veiled  in  the 
hands  of  corporations,  and  furnifh- 
ed  the  court  with  much  entertain¬ 
ment  at  the  expence  of  Mr.  Cham¬ 
berlain  Wilkes,  in  his  late  corref- 
pondence  with  Mr.  Jofiah  Dornford. 

The  fecond  charge  was  extort¬ 
ing  1  5I.  from  William  Parry,  nine 
guineas  of  which  he  received  under 
pretence  of  railing  two  fubftitutes, 
the  faid  Parry  having  been  dif- 
charged  by  the  alderman,  from  a 
criminal  profecution  on  condition 

of 
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of  ferving  his  majefty.  He  averred 
that  it  did  not  appear  either  upon 
the  petition  or  the  return  of  the 
mandamus,  that  the  alderman  had 
not  actually  raifed  the  fubftitutes. 
But  fuppole  it  was  not  fo,  this  was 
no  crime  in  his  client’s  corporate 
capacity.  The  alderman  [fhould 
have  been  indidted,  and  the  record 
of  conviction  might  have  operated. 
If  an  alderman  was  thus  to  be  oufted 
of  his  freehold  contrary  to  the  great 
charter,  where  the  fame  parties 
were  accufers,  judges,  witneffes, 
and  jurymen,  then  a  member  of  a 
corporation  wras  in  fuch  a  miferable 
hate  as  no  other  citizen  could  pof- 
libly  be  placed.  If  every  circum- 
ftance  which  was  44  contra  bonas 
mores”  was  to  be  punifhed  in  this 
fummary  way,  perhaps  gluttony  and 
drunkemicfs  (of  which  crimes  he  did 
not  prefume  the  corporation  in 
quefiion  w7ere  guilty)  might  be 
made  grounds  of  a  motion.  He 
here  like  wife  quoted  a  variety  of 
precedents  analogous  to  his  purpofe, 
particularly  King  and  corporation 
Glouceher,  5  Bulflrode— and  Bags 
cafe  in  lord  Coke. 

His, client’s  crimes  had  formerly 
been  held  up  in  the  form  of  an 
Hydra,  but  they  were  now  fhrunk 
into  a  Cerberus  ;  their  being  only 
a  third  charge,  viz,  that  of  impri- 
fonment  for  debt  upon  efcape  war¬ 
rants.  The  liberality  of  the  pre- 
fent  day  held  bankruptcy  to  be  no 
caufe  of  disfranchifement  ;  how 
then  fhould  imprifonment  ;  and 
this  w7as  clear  in  the  determination 
of  the  Liverpool  cafe,  reported  2d 
Burrows,  folio  723.  He  here, 
with  great  iorce  and  feeling,  paint¬ 
ed  the  mifchiefs  that  might  arife 
from  fuch  a  power  being  veiled  in 
corporations,  as  to  disfranchife  for 
involuntary  abfence;  what  opinions 
had  the  citizens  hitherto  held  ? 
had  they  been  always  fo  fcrupu- 


loufiy  exabt  ?  Alderman  Lee  was 
four  yeats  abfent  an  agent  for  con- 
grefs,  then  in  open  arms  a  gain  & 
this  country  ;  alderman  Peckhana 
abroad  four  or  five  wears  to  recover 
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his  health  ;  the  late  alderman 
Bridgen  had  not  attended  duty  for 
nine  years,  only  the  half  a<5t  of  his 
political  life  he  had  expiated  all  his 
offences,  arifing  from  neglect,  by 
giving  a  calling  vote  for  the  pre¬ 
lent  worthy  recorder  (a  general 
laugh.)  Where  were  the  disfran- 
chifements  at  that  time  ?  On  the 
contrary,  his  unhappy  client,  after 
being  ruined  by  the  American  war, 
liripped  of  his  property  by  a  fe- 
cond  commiffion  of  bankruptcy 
(fince  proved  to  have  been  iflued  il¬ 
legally)  had  all  the  power  and  the 
vengeance  of  the  corporation  pour¬ 
ed  forth  upon  him.  Was  not  the 
prefent  chamberlain  eleCled  an  al¬ 
derman  when  under  a  more  fevet  e 
predicament  ?  Mr.  Garrow  then,  in 
a  very  animated  manner,  drew  his 
conclufion,  and  craved  judgment 
of  the  court  to  reliore  Mr.  Wool¬ 
dridge  to  his  feat  amonyft  the  eld- 
ers  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Gibbs  anfwered,  in  a  very- 
ingenious  fpeech,  in  wbhich  he  ad¬ 
duced  two  cafes,  that  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  court,  in  fupport 
of  the  third  charge — firfl  cafe,  King 
and  Trutbody,  a  capital  burgefs  of 
Leftwithel,  in  Cornwall,  2  Ray¬ 
mond,  fo.  1275 — and  King  and 
Clyde,  a  member  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion  of  Exeter,  reported  in  4th 
Modern,  fo.  33,  Both  of  thefe 
cafes  went  to  this  point,  that  a  cor¬ 
porator  being  removed  out  of  the 
jurifdiclion,  and  being  incapable  of 
performing  his  duty,  it  was  held 
good  ground  to  remove  him.  Mr. 
Gibbs  ufed  feveral  other  forcible 
arguments,  and  was  replied  to  by 
Mr.  Garrow. 

Lord  Mansfield  .—-The  cafe-  l*a» 

been. 
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been  well  argued.  He  was  always 
tdefirous,  that  corporation  queiiions 
might  be  defined  with  -as  much  ac- 
curacy  as  pofiible.  The  fir!!  charge, 
refpedting  fir  John  Laugh  a  in’s  cha¬ 
rity  does  not  Lem  to  be  a  fufficient 
ground,  it  is  not  charged  to  be 
done  corruptly.  The  fecond,  if 
true,  was  an  offence  as  a  juftice  of 
the  peace,  and  therefore  again!!  the 
general  law  of  the  land — -mull  be  a 
previous  convidlion.  The  laid;  head 
is  of  great  confequenee.  The  two 
cafes,  adduced  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  mu  ft 
be  well  confidered.  A  man  is  not 
a  corporator  for  his  own  fake — 
when  he  ceafes  to  be  in  a  condition 
to  perform  the  duty,  the  queftion 
is,  whether  he  ought  to  remain. 
His  lordfhip  therefore  defired  to 
have  a  further  hearing  on  the  third 
head,  in  the  courfe  of  next  term. 

Mr.  juflice  B idler.  The  fir  ft 
charge,  clearly  no  offence  again!! 
the  corporation.  The  fecond, 
merely  a  i  abject  for  common  law, 
and  therefore  there  mull  be  a  pre¬ 
vious  conviblion.  The  third,  he 
defired  a  farther  argument,  to  be 
treated  under  two  heads  ;  namely, 
firft,  how  far  it  may  affeb!  the  pub¬ 
lic  admini illation  of  juftice  :  fe- 
condly,  to  what  extent  it  may  mi¬ 
litate  with  the  welfare  of  the  city 
and  corporation. 

Lord  Mansfield  a  {Tented.  And 
thus  Mr.  Wooldridge  has  com- 
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pietely  fucceeded  in  the  two  moil 
important  points,  and  has  only  to 
wait  until  next  term  for  a  folemn 
adjudication  of  the  third. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  right  hon . 
count  O  Rourke,  to  the  right  hon . 
lord  George  Gordon. 

Cary-frect-,  oppofite  Lincoln's  Inn , 
Nov.  2 a,  1784. 

My  lord  George, 

44  1  {hall  be  glad  to  know  what 
motive  or  what  intereft  you  can 
have  in  being  lb  vehement  again!! 


the  ancient  catholic  religion  ?  Hds 
your  lordfhip  forgot  that  you  are 
fprung  from  anceftors  who  thought 
that  way  of  thinking  right ;  and 
that  at  this  moment  your  aunt  pro- 
fefles  it  in  all  its  original  forms  ? 
That  which  was  the  religion  of 
your  family  at  fo  late  a  period  as  in 
the  time  of  your  grandfather, 
fnould  not  be  reviled  by  you.  Give 
me  leave  to  afk  what  religion  it  is 
that  you  profefs,  which  recorm 
mends  perfecution  ?  Surely  not  the 
Proteftant !  I  acknowledge  that  I 
am,  and  all  my  forefathers  were, 
Roman  Catholic.  My  family  can 
boafl  of  antiquity  before  that  of 
the  Gordons — well  known  to  the 
Britifh  court,  well  known  at  all. 
the  courts  in  Europe— I  am  at  pre- 
fent  the  chief  of  that  family,  and 
as  I  before  obferved,  profefs  the 
fame  way  of  thinking  that  they  did 
in  matters  of  religion — but  I  am 
not  for  perfecution— men  of  late, 
of  both  religions,  have  got  a  more 
liberal  way  of  thinking  ;  toleration 
has  diffufed  itfelf  over  the  world, 
and  (hewed  men  the  folly  of  falling 
out  about  religion,  and  that  it  is 
not  any  particular  mode  of  worihip 
that  will  open  the  road  to  heaven. 
What  became  of  your  lordfhip  that 
you  did  not  Ihaiv  or  partake  of 
that  bleffing  ?  Did  you  envelope 
yourfelf  in  fo  great  a  degree  in  eu- 
thuliafm,  as  to  prevent  its  ap¬ 
proaching  you  ?  In  former  times 
no  wars  were  carried  on,  no  difaf- 
febtion  to  government,  in  fhort, 
no  plot,  thought  ever  fo  wicked, 
but  had  as  Its  covering  the  fecurity 
of  religion.  The  intereft  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  church  has  been,  and  you 
intend  {hall  again  be  your  founda- 
tioir  for  tumults,  riots,  murders, 
burninos.  Sic.  &c.  fimilar  to  thofe 
of  1 7>o.  Take  care,  my  lord, 
hearken  to  my  advice,  defifl  from 
your  late  condudt ;  let  every  man 
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go  to  heaven  his  own  way ;  his 
inajeffy  has  not  more  loyal  or  better 
fubjebts  in  his  dominions  than  the 
Catholics  ;  they  have  committed 
no  outrage,  they  have  not  difturb* 
ed  the  public  peace)  nor  attempted 
to  diftrefs  the  government  of  this 
country,  when  at  war  with  many 
great  powers.  Forget  that  odious 
word.  Pap  ill,  which  you  fo  fre¬ 
quently  make  life  of  when  (peaking 
of  the  Roman  Catholics ;  but 
fliould  it  endeavour  to  force  up, 
take  a  cup  of  warm  water,  and  waih 
it  down  again.  I  had  the  honour 
ot  being  a  captain  in  a  Scotch  re¬ 
giment  in  the  French  fervice  ;  in 
it  were  men  of  different  religions, 
yet  we  lived  like  friends,  not  fu(- 
fering  the  difference  of  religion  to 
create  feuds  and  diffenfions  among 
us ;  lord  Lewis  Drummond  com¬ 
manded  that  regiment— it  would 
have  been  fortunate  for  you  had 
you  palled  a  few  years  in  it ;  it 
might  have  given  you  a  more  li¬ 
beral  way  of  thinking,  and  kept 
you  out  of  a  vail  deal  of  trouble  : 
it  is  not  too  late  to  mend ;  and 
when  your  lordfhip  pleafes  to  call 
on  me,  I  (hall  be  happy  to  enlarge 
on  the  fubjedt  with  you  ;  and  per¬ 
haps,  if  you  are  not  predetermined, 
I  may  be  able  to  convince  you  that 
you  are  wrong. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  lordfhiph  moil  obedient, 
Humble  fervant, 

CPRou  RKE. 

P.  S.  I  lhould  be  glad  to  know 
who  this  officer  of  the  Iriffi  Brigade 
is,  that  you  fo  pompoufly  mention 
in  your  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  if  he 
has  quitted  that  brave  corps  with 
the  approbation  of  his  commanders, 
and  with  the  charabtcr  of  a  man  of 
honour,  and  is  fo  in  reality,  I  am 
fure  you  can  have  no  influence 
over  him  to  make,  him  join  in  your 
prefent  fchemes.  I  mu  ft  alfo  ie* 


mark,  that  when  you  fpeak  of  the 
emperor,  you  fliould  obferve  the 
refpebf  due  to  fo  great  a  public  and 
fo  illuffrious  a  private  charabter. 

27.  The  court  of  King’s  bench 
was  exceedingly  crouded  with  au¬ 
ditors,  anxious  to  hear  the  fate  of 
Mr.  Atkinfon.  At  ten  Mr.  At* 
kinfon  was  condubfed  into  court  by 
the  deputy-keeper  and  tipFaffs.  In 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  lord  Mans¬ 
field,  Mr.  juflice  Afliurfl,  and  Mr. 
juftice  Buller,  took  their  feats  upon 
the  bench,  (judge  Willes  being  ab* 
fent  on  account  of  the  death  of  his 
brother.)  After  a  few  j  unifications 
of  bail,  lord  Mansfield  called  for 
Mr.  attorney-general,  who  imnv* 
diately  attended,  and  Mr.  juflice 
Afliurfl,  with  great  deliberation 
and  folemnity,  proceeded  to  pro¬ 
nounce  the  fentence  of  the  court. 

The  learned  judge  firft  obferved, 
that  the  defendant  Food  convicted 
of  perjury,  to  the  fatisfablion  of 
the  court  and  jury,  and  Fated  that 
it  arofe  from  an  affidavit  made  by 
him  to  ground  a  motion  for  an  in¬ 
formation  again  F  William  Ben  lies. 
He  then  read  the  words  in  which 
the  affidavit  was  couched.  The  in— 
didment  contained  nine  different 
alignments,  of  which  he  was  con- 
vidfed  of  fix,  viz.  2d,  3d,  4th,  ;th9, 
6th,  and  9th.  Fie  then  explained 
the  feveral  charges  or  alignments 
in  the  order  they  arofe,  and  took 
notice  that  Mr.  Atkinfon  *s  counted 
had  particularly  objebted  to  the  con- 
vidlion  on  the  4th,  which  refpeded 
malt,  and  the  ~th,  an  article  of 
wheat,  purchafed  at  34s.  6d.  and 
charged  at  36s.  But,  “  admitting 
that  thefe  alignments  or  counts 
were  done  away,  Fill  there  were 
four  remaining,  and  the  malignity 
of  the  offence,  whether  to  cover 
one  fraud  or  many,  equally  tended 
to  fliew  the  depravity  of  the  de- 
fen  dent’s  mind.’5 
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The  counfel  had  fet  up  two 
modes  of  defence  ;  firll,  they  had 
created  a  diftimffion  between  fu im¬ 
plies  and  purchafes ;  and  in  this 
inftance  the  defendant  had  rendered 
himfelf  not  only  the  corn -factor, 
but  the  corp- feller.  44  The  com- 
miffioners  muff  have  been  the  moft 
unfaithful,  or  the  moft  ignorant  of 
public  fervants,  if  they  had  buf¬ 
fered  fuch  a  practice  to  prevail.5’ 
The  j  ary  were  therefore  well  war¬ 
ranted  in  finding  their  verdidt  upon 
the  alignments  that  were  attempted 
to  be  defended  upon  that  ground. 

The  fecond  mode  of  defence  was, 
that  all  the  over-charges  were  qua¬ 
lified  by  a  balancing  bill.  44  This 
idea,  faid  the  learned  judge,  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  bills  themfelves,” 
which  were  continually  varied  in 
their  prices.  Befides  which,  the 
affidavit  on  which  the  convidlion 
was  founded,  pofitively  avers  that 
no  more  was  charged  on  the  feveral 
articles,  than  the  price  actually  paid, 
which  was  utterly  repugnant  to  the 
charge  of  an  article  of  the  28th  of 
May,  1779.  Thefe  balancing  bills 
wore  made  out  merely  by  the  de- 
fendmt’s  difcretion,  altogether  un- 
authorifed  by  the  board,  and  were 
fnbjedt  to  no  cheque  or  controul. 
When  the  court  delired  that  the 
books  might  be  infpefted,  it  was 
anfwcred,  they  were  deftroyed. 
Plow  the  defendant  had  exercifed 
his  difcretion,  was  plain  to  the 
commiffioncrs  and  jury,  the  former 
having  di  charged  him  from  his  em¬ 
ployment,  and  the  latter  having 
found  him  guilty  of  the  crime  laid 
to  his  charge.  There  was  no  plea 
of  defence  that  the  money  was  paid 
on  account,  becaufe  the  charges 
were  regularly  adjufted,  and  the 
fpecific  fum$  to  each  article. 

The  learned  judge  then  conclud¬ 
ed  in  the  following  words,  44 1  fhall 
not  endeavour  to  aggravate  your 


crime  ;  for  if  you  have  any  feel¬ 
ings,  your  fituation  muft  be  fuf- 
ficiently  painful  :  and  there  remains 
nothing  more  for  me  to  fay,  but 
the  difagreeable  neceffi'ty  of  pro¬ 
nouncing  the  lentence  of  the  law. 

O  m 

44  You  are  to  be  committed  one 
whole  year  to  the  prifon  of  this 
court.  You  are  to  ftand  in  the 
pillory  upon  the  Corn-market  for 
the  fpace  of  one  whole  hour,  be¬ 
tween  twelve  and  two  o’clock  ;  and 
you  are  to  pay  a  tine  of  two  thou- 
land  pounds,  and  remain  in  prifon 
until  the  fame  is  paid.” 

Mr.  Atkinfon  feemed  exceeding'* 
ly  aftedted  with  this  fentence,  and 
for  a  few  moments  looked  ftedfaftiy1 
upon  the  court,  as  if  going  to 
fpeak.  Pie  then  made  a  refpedtful 
bow  to  the  judges,  and  retired  with 
great  fortitude. 

Extratit  of  a  letter  from  Kilkenny f 
Nov.  27. 

We  hear  that  on  Tuefday  night 
a  number  of  White  Boys  furround- 
ed  the  houfe  of  a  farmer  near  Gow~ 
ran,  and  demanded  what  arms  he 
had  in  the  houfe ;  on  which  he 
fired  amongft  them,  when  they  ail 
fled,  except  one  man,  who  was 
found  dead  next  morning  of  the 
wounds  he  received.  It  is  fuppof- 
ed  fome  others  were  wounded,  as 
much  blood  was  tracked  a  confider- 
able  diftance  from  the  houfe. 

30.  The  high  fhetiff  of  the 
county  of  Dublin,  in  Ireland,  re¬ 
ceived  his  fentence  from  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  to  be  imprifoned 
for  one  week,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of 
five  marks. 

decembe  r. 

Much  has  been  faid  concerning 
the  family  of  the  unhappy  youth 
now  in  Newgate,  lieutenant  D«- 
roure,  late  of  the  horfe-guards 
Blue,  who  hands  charged  with 
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firing  a  piftol  at  - - —  Sandon, 

efq.  in  the  Long-Acre  Bagnio. 
He  is  the  foil  of  lieutenant-general 
Scipio  Duroure,  in  the  fervice  of 
the  king  of  France.  This  worthy 
veteran,  who  has  been  greatly  di- 
dinguifhed  by  his  military  talents, 
is  at  this  time  governor  of  Fort 
1’Efprit,  near  Avignon, •  in  the 
South  of  France,  and  has  the  com- 
nland  of  a  corps  of  3000  men. 

— .  In  the  will  of  John  Barnard, 
(foil  to  the  late  patriotic  iir  John 
Barnard,  many  years  father  of  the 
city  of  London)  late  of  the  paritli 
of  St.  George,  Hanover-fquare,  in 
the  county  of  Middlefex,  efq.  de~ 
ceafed,  dated  the  6th  of  November, 
1779,  among  other  things  therein 
contained,  is  as  follows-: 

I  give  to  capt.  Thomas  Baillhy 
late  deputy  governor  of  Green¬ 
wich  Hofpital,  live  hundred  pounds, 
as  a  fmall  token  of  my  approbation 
of  his  worthy  and  diiinterelled, 
though  ineffectual,  endeavours  to 
refcue  that  noble  national  charity 
from  the  rapacious  hands  of  the 
baled:  and  mod  wicked  of  man¬ 
kind. 

1.  A  mod  remarkable  murder 
was  perpetrated  in  the  following1 
manner,  by  a  journeyman  barber 
that  lives  near  Hyde  Park  Corner, 
who  had  been  for  a  long  time  pad 
jealous  of  his  wife,  but  could  no 
Way  bring  it  home  to  her  :  a  young 
gentleman  by  chance  coming  into 
his  mader’s  diop  to  be  fhaved  and 
dreffed,  aiid,  being  in  liquor,  men¬ 
tioned  his  having  feen  a  fine  girl 
home  to  Hamilton-dreet,  from 
whom  he  had  certain  favours  the 
night  before,  at  the  fame  time  de¬ 
feat)  mg  her  perfon ;  the  barber, 
concluding  it  to  be  his  wife,  in  the 
height  of  his  frenzy  cut  the  gen¬ 
tleman’s  throat  from  ear  to  ear, 
and  abfeondeds 
i  7  4  •  ' 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Dulling 
Dec.  4. 

Saturday  ldd  three  attachments 
were  granted  (uniefs  caufe  to'  the 
contrary  is  fliewn)  by  the  court  of 
King’s  bench,  agaiild.  the  three 
magi  Urate's  who  convened  the  free¬ 
holders  of  the  county  of  Mayo, 
agreeably  to  a  requifition,  for  the 
purpofe  of  cdnfidermg  of  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  a  parliamentary  reform, 
and  to  eieCt  delegates  to?  meet  in 
national  congrefs. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Winch'ejler $ 
Dec.  4. 

Lad  night  the  dean  of  St.  Afaph 
arrived  at  his  father’s  houfe  at 
Twyford,  within  three  miles  of  this 
city.  At  the  end  of  the  town  he 
was  met  by  a  vad  concourfe  of  in¬ 
habitants  from  the  neighbouring 
villages,  who  for  forne  time  pie-* 
ceded  his  carriage  with  inceffant 
huzzas,  two  men  at  their  head  car- 
lying  colours. 

When  the  dean  was  arrived  with¬ 
in  a  mile  of  home,  they  took  the 
horfes  from  the  carriage,  and  in- 
faded  Upon  drawing  it  themfelves* 
which  they  did  with  great  alacrity. 
It  was  near  feven  o’clock,  and  the 
evening  naturally  dark;  but  from 
every  houfe  being  illuminated,  and 
the  reflection  from  feveral  bonfires, 
the  whole  horizon  was  enlightened, 
and  had  a  mod  beautiful  effedh 
When  the  dean  alighted,  he  po¬ 
litely  thanked  his  neighbours  and 
countryman  for  fo  pleating  a  mark 
of  their  good  willies  and  attention  $ 
and  allured  them,  he  fhould  reflect 
with  real  pleafure  upon  the  long 
pCrfecution  he  had  undergone,  if  it 
mould  ultimately  be  the  means  of 
fecuring  and  edablifning  the  facred 
rights  of  Englifli  juries. 

?  his  was  received  with  repeated 
acclamations.  The  popitlace  then 
collected  round  animmenfe  bonfire* 
(G)  where 
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where  an  effigy,  reprefeming*  the 
honourable  informer  who  has  car¬ 
ried  on  the  profecution,  and  is  now 
bitterly  lamenting  the  milcarriage 
of  his  own  malevolence,  was  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  conveyed  to  the  fire; 
but  the  deteftaiion  fuch  a  character 
muft  be  always  held  in,  would  not 
permit  it  to  reach  the  flames  entire ; 
ir  was  torn  piece-meal,  and  thrown 
about * 

a  The  populace  then  retired  to 
the  public  ho'uies,  and  palled  the 
remainder  of  the  ev  ening  in  thathar 
mony  and  joy  which  the  triumph  of 
innocence  mult  ever  occasion  in  £n- 
gdifhmen’s  hearts. 

“  P.  S.  We  are  given  to  under¬ 
hand  that  application  will  immedi¬ 
ately  be  made  to  the  high  fheriff,  to 
convene  a  general  meeting'  of  the 
county,  for  the  purpofe  of  inftr lift¬ 
ing  our  reprefeiitatives  to  fupport 
any  hill  that  may  be  brought  into 
parliament  declaratory  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  rights  of  juries.” 

6.  Came  on  to  be  tried,  in  the 
court  of  King’;  Bench  at  Weilmin- 
fter,’  before  the  right  honourable  the 
carl  of  Mansfield,  and  a  fpeciai  jury 
of  the  county  of  Middiefex,  a  caitfe 
brought  by  David  Wilmor,  efq.  one 
of  the  ju  dices  of  the  laid  county, 
a  gain  11  the  printer  of  a  morning  pa¬ 
per,  when  the  jury,  without  going 
out  of  court,  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  100I.  damages. 

8.  On  calling  up  the  ferutiny  at 
the  Kail  India  haute  in  Leaden  h  aid 
if  reef,  for  the  eledbon  of  :>.  tii redder  in 
the  room  of  Charles  Boddam,  efq. 
deceafed,  (excluiive  of  five  double 
ballots,  which  were  of  courle  thrown 
out  as  illegal)  the  numbers  flood—* 
For  James  Moffatt,  efq.  373 
Thomas  Battle,  jun.  efq.  285 

Majority  88 

— .  A  verdiCt  was  given  in  favour 
of  Melfrs.  Adam,  in  a  caufe  which 


came  on  to  be  tried  at  Guildhall, 
before  the  lord  chief  baron  and  a 
molt  refpedtable  jury  of  merchants 
of  London. 

As  this  caufe  may  be  corffidered 
as  the  foundation  of  another  re¬ 
markable  trial,  which  has  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  public  and  which 
has  been  fo  much  litigated  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  between  lord  Ma¬ 
hon  and  Melfrs.  Adam,  it  may  not 
perhaps  be  unacceptable  to  our  read¬ 
ers  to  lay  before  them  a  Ihort  Hate  of 
the  queftion,  This  caufe  was  an 
iffue  directed  by  the  lord  chancellor 
to  be  tried  at  common  law,  to  de¬ 
termine,  6J  whether  the  works  exe¬ 
cuted  bv  Meflrs*  Adam,  the  affip- 
nees  of  Liardetfs  patent  ducco,  was 
done  with  materials  made  agreeable 
to  the  explanation  of  the  fpecifka- 
tion  of  the  patent,  and  not  contrary 
to  any  directions  that  Liardet  the  in¬ 
ventor,  gave  for  the  manner  of  doing 
the  work,  and  whether  fuch  works 
failed and  it  was  further  directed 
ii  that  Melfrs.  Adam  lhould  be  plain- 
tills,  and  Liardet  defendant ;  and  that 
they  fliould  give  two  months  notice 
previous  to  the  trial  of  the  indances 
they  meant  to  produce,  of  work 
executed  at  different  homes. ”  Agree¬ 
able  to  this  direction,  five  in-dances, 
were  given,  and  in  the  courfe  of  the 
trial,  the  mod  complete  and  con  du¬ 
ll  ve  evidence  wxis  produced  by  Melfrs. 
Adam,  proving  that  the  compofnion 
or  ducco,  was  made  up  by  Liar-det’s 
own  directions,  and  agreeable  to  a 
table  which  he  himfelf  had  dictated, 
and  that  it  was  chiefly  made  under* 
his  own  immediate  infpedion,  with 
the  full  quantities  of  every  ingredi¬ 
ent;  that  the  materials  were  the 
bed  of  their  kinds,  and  purebafed 
at  the  bell  prices,  and  that  the  due* 
co  thus  prepared  was,  in  one  in* 
dance,  carried  by  Liardet  himfelf, 
and  laid  on  by  a  plaiderer  whom  b< 
indrudted,  and  who  laid  it  on  un 

de: 
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der  his  immediate  mfpectlom  That 
this  plaifferer  infffuffted  others,  and 
was  to  re  man  at  the  feveral  works  in 
queftion,  all  ot  which  the  inventor 
Liardet  had  occafioiiallv  viiited  dur- 

a> 

ing  the  execution  of  the  work* 

The  failure  of  the  ffacco,  on 
ticvery  one  of  thofe  in  dances,  was 
clearly  proved,  and  no  attempt  made 
to  contradict  the  fa6t.  The  jury, 
without  going  out  of  court,  gave  a 
Verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

The  counfel  for  MeiTrs.  Adam 
were  Mr*  Erlkine,  Mr.  Pigot,  Mr. 
Wood,  and  Mr.  Adam*-— For  Mr. 
Liardet,  Sir  Thomas  Davenport, 
Mr*  Chambie,  and  Mr.  Tavloi* : 
Attorney  for  the  plaintiff,  Mr.  Wood, 
of  Nicholas-lane,  Lombard  direct ; 
for  the  defendant,  Mr.  Mouifdale, 
Brick-court,  Temple. 

10.  At  twelve  o’clock,  the  trial  of 
Robert  jofeph  M‘Kenzie,  captain  of 
an  independent  company  on  the  A- 
frican  iervice,  tor  the  murder  of  Ken¬ 
neth  Murray  M'Kenzie,  one  of  the 
foldiers  under  Isis  command,  at  the 
fort  of  IVIoree,  upon  the  coaft  of 
Africa*  on  the  4th  of  A u guff,  1782, 
came  on  before  Mr.  Tuffice  Willes, 
b  won  Hotham,  and  other  commif- 
fioners*  appointed  by  virtue  of  an 
abtof  the  33d  of  Henry  VIII. 

The  attorney-general  opened  the 
fcfanfa&ion  in  a  very  candid  manner, 
arid  called  John  Tones,  who  gave  a 
very  long,  clear,  and  pointed  evi¬ 
dence;  but  as  fome  objections  were 
made  to  his  teffimony,  and  Mr. 
Juffice  Willes  omitted  it  ill  humming 
up  the  cafe,  we  (hall  proceed  with 
the  examination  of 

J.ohr* Mortimer,  a' private  belong¬ 
ing  to  captain  MfKenzie’s  company; 
of  which  the  following-  is  the  fub- 
fiance:  the  witnefs  knew  the  de- 
ceafed  at  Fort  Moree*  live  miles 
from  Cape  Coaff;  he  was  a  prifoner 
at  large  in  the  fort  (having  twice 
defer  ted);;  the  deceafed  had  previ- 
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oully  a  died  as  adjutant;  the  witnefs 
had  heard  there  had  been  a  quarrel 
between  him  and  captain  McKen¬ 
zie.  On  a  Saturday  morning,  he 
was  fu tiered  by  the  centinel  toefcape : 
he  heard  the  prifoner  fay,  Go5 
fetch  that  old  r  a  fcai  Brooks,  I  will 
flog  hint  to  death.  Serjeant  An¬ 
drews,  himfelf,  and  two  other  fol¬ 
diers,  were  lent  in  fearch  of  him: 
they  went  no  farther  than  a  mile  or 
two  beyond  Cape  Coaff,  fearing 
they  might  be  taken  pnfonersi 
could  not  find  the  deceafed,  wheii 
they  returned,  and  reported  it  to 
the  prifoner,  who  immediately  faid, 
he  muff  be  in  the  Black  Town*  He 
immediately  ordered  two  fix  pound¬ 
ers  to  be  loaded,  and  fired  upon  the 
town;  after  the  firing,  the  black  in¬ 
habitants,  fome  of  them,  runout  of 
town,  others  came  to  the  back  of 
the  fort,  to  know  the  reafon  of  this 
Ridden  alarm,  — Alderman  Watfbn® 
Were  they  loaded  with  fliot  ?  Yes  3 
he  faw  the  mark  left  in  one  of  the 
b o u f e s  =  Next  morning,  at  five 
o’clock,  heard  a  great  noife;  and, 
looking  over  the  wall,  faw  the  de¬ 
ceased,  with  at  leaff  3000  blacks, 
coming  to  the  fort.  This  was  of  a 
Sunday  morning.  The  deceafed 
was  brought  into  the  fort,  and  the 
prifoner  bid  ferjeant  Copeland  to 
tell  the  deceafed  he  had  not  an  hour 
to  live. 

The  prifoner  ordered  two  fponges 
and  a  worm  to  be  ladled  to  the  em- 
brafures,  and  ordered  a  gun  to  be 
hauled  111*  As  they  could  not  get 
ropes,  they  cut  the  halyards  of  the 
colours  into  three  pieces.  Copeland 
wasdirfc&ea  to  fetchMurray  iVLKen- 
zw  liom  the  b jacks,;  as  he  was  com¬ 
ing,  he  Did,  Am  I  to  be  fliot,  let  ms 
be  fliot  like  a  mart,  and  not  like  a 
dog.  lie  then  put  on  his  grena¬ 
dier’s  coat.  He  was  brought  "to  the 
battlements,  and  deiired  to  {peak  to 
the  captain,  who  would  not  hear  z 
2)  word-* 
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word,  but  fa  id,  the  deceafed  was  a 
traitor  to  his  king  and  country. 
The  pri toner  bid  the  foldiers  do 
their  duty;  they  brought  the  de¬ 
ceafed  to  the  gun,  tied  his  hands 
with  one  piece  of  the  rope,  and  his 
two  legs,  with  the  other  two  pieces, 
to  the  gun;  his  hands  were  then 
firetched  out  acrofs  the  fponge  and 
worm.  The  captain  ordered  the 
foldiers  to  fetch  a  cap;  but  there 
being  none,  the  captain  went  and 
fetched  his  own.  Whilft  they  were 
putting  it  on,  the  deceafed  laid  to 
ferjeant  Copeland,  For  God’s  fake, 
beg  for  a  half  of  an  hour  to  fay  my 
prayers.  It  was  refuted;  but  a 
little  time  was  given,  when  they 
read  part  of  the  funeral  fervice  and 
the  Lord’s  prayer.  Plunkett,  a 
ibldier,  was  directed  to  (land  to  the 
gun  with  a  lighted  flick.  The  deceaf¬ 
ed  then  laid,  44  Oh,  tyrant,  tyrant! 
you  are  going  to  have  your  will  of 
me,  which  you  have  wanted  many  a 
long  day.’®  The  cap  was  then  pulled 
over  his  eyes,  when  he  faid,  44  For 
God’s  fake,  have  mercy  upon  me; 
good  bye  to  you  all,  comrades,  and 
God  blefs  you  all.”  He  added, 44  Re¬ 
member  my  laid  fyllable ;  I  went 
down  to  the  black  fellow  at  the  gate, 
to  get  a  little  brandy;  I  drank  it, 
Went  down  to  the  garden  to  take  a 
walk,  having  been  fo  long  confined  ; 
I  fat  down  and  fell  fail  aileep ; 
when  I  woke,  at  dufk,  and  was  com¬ 
ing  to  the  fort,  the  blacks  furround- 
ed  itie,  confined  me  all  night,  and 
furrendered  me.  1  had  not  the 
lead  intent  to  defert,  no  more  than 
I  have  to  eat  or  drink  this  moment.” 
The  prifoner  waved  his  hand  as  a 
fignal,  Plunkett  touched  the  gun 
with  the  lighted  flick,  and  the  de* 
ceafed  was  blown  over  the  wall.  The 
men  picked  up  his  remains;  the 
head  and  {boulders,  with  the  heart, 
&c.  and  buried  them.  This  being 
the  whole  purport  of  the  evidence, 
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corroborated  by  all  the  witnefles  for 
the  pioiecution,  it  is  needlefs  to  re¬ 
port  the  other  parts  delivered  by 
Cooper,  Brookes,  and  ferjeant  Cope¬ 
land, 

After  the  evidence  was  gone 
through,  (in  the  courfe  of  which 
the  prifoner,  captain.  M’Kenziq|' 
made  many  very  pertinent. and  fen- 
fible  remarks )  he  vvas  called  upon 
for  his  defence,  which  partly  arofe 
out  of  the  evidence  for  the  profecu- 
tion.  It  was  couched  in  this  way  ; 
that  the  deceafed  had  been  a  felon 
convidt  taken  in  the  African  corps, 
that  he  had  defected  twice,  and  was 
plotting  the  death  of  the  captain,  his 
commander,  and  to  furrender  the 
fort  to  the  Dutch.  The  convidfs  in 
the  party  under  his  command,  were 
in  the  proportion  of  fixteen  convidts 
to  five  volunteers.' 

It  was  very  fully  proved  that  there 
was  a  flrong  idea  of  a  confpiracy, 
and  that  the  deceafed  had  been  heard 
to  declare  to  the  other  convidfs. 
Now  is  the  time,  let  us  do  him  out 
and  out.  The  captain  had  likewife 
faid,  a  day’  or' two  after  the  execution. 
My  lads,  it  I  had  not  done  as  I  did, 
we  fliould  all  have  been  deffrovcd 

k*  * 

ere  this. 

Mr.  Daniel  Monro’s  tefiimony 
went  further ;  he  faid  that  Cooper 
told  him,  about  four  months  after 
the  affair,  (the  witnefs  fitting  upon 
the  identical  gun)  that  the  deceafed 
had  laid  in  his  hearing,  in  company 
with  other  convidt  foldiers.  Damn 
him,  I  have  a  piflol;  and  if  that 
won’t  do,  anfwered  ferjeant  An¬ 
drews,  I  have  a  fword.  Monro 
fwore  that  Cooper  aliened  to  him, 
that  he  informed  the  prifoner  of  his 
danger.  But  Cooper  being  con¬ 
fronted  with  Monro,  he  denied  the 
alfertion.— General  Townfend  and 
captain  Lane,  gare  the  prifoner  a 
good  charadter. 

Judge  Willes  fummed  up  the  evi¬ 
dence^, 
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deuce,  and  obferved  the  prifoner 

was  not  judified  by  the  martial  law. 

He  jfhould  have  tried  him  bv  a  court 

✓ 

martial,  at  lead  called  upon  him  lor 
a  defence,  particularly  as  it  was 
proved  there  were  places  of  fafety, 
both  at  Fort  Moree  and  Cape  Coalt, 
where  the  prifoner  might  have  been 
fecured.  But  as  to  the  j unification 
of  the  a£f  being  neceflary  for  felf- 
prefervation,  that  he  left  with  the 
jury. 

The  trial  lafted  from  ten  in  the 
forenoon  until  fix  in  the  evening, 
when  the  jury,  after  being  out  above 
two  hours,  returned  their  verdidt 
Guilty,  but  with  recommendations 
to  his  majedy’s  mercy.  He  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  to  be  executed  on 
Monday  next;  but  it  is  faid  is  re- 
fpited  for  a  week. 

Captain  M‘Kenzie  Was  lieutenant 
of  an  independent  comp  my  in  the 
ill  and  of  Guernfey  in  the  year  1  778, 
and,  on  the  French  fleet  appearing 
off  that  coafl,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer,  behaved  with  fuch  uncom¬ 
mon  activity,  and  (hewed  fuch  a 
laudable  attention  to  the  defence  of 
that  important  place,  thar,  previous 
to  his  embarking;  for  England,  he 
received  the  thanks  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  on  the  public  parade, 
and  many  other  tokens  of  their 
friendfhip  and  edeem. 

The  above  unfortunate  gentleman 
is  a  native  ot  the  Highlands,  and 
has  been  in  the  military  line  from 
twelve  years  of  age.  His  character 
was  that  of  a  martinet,  (a  rigid  dis¬ 
ciplinarian  )  too  obdin-ate  in  his  de¬ 
termination,  but  vigilant,  addive, 
gnd  undaunted. 

Captain  M’Kenzie  was  drefled, 
on  Friday,  in  a  full  fuit  of  black; 
his  hair  powdered,  and  a  la  grena¬ 
dier.  He  is  a  well  made,  tall  man, 
much  pitted  with  the  fmali-pox, 
and  about  thirty  years  of  age. 

The  unfortunate  K.ennethM‘Ken- 
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zie,  abas  Jefferfon,  for  whofe  mur¬ 
der  captain  M’Kenzie  was  convict¬ 
ed,  had  been  bred  a  drummer  in  the 
third  regiment  of  foot  guards,  but 
falling  in,  about  twelve  years  flnee, 
with  a  gang  of  fhop-lifters,  he  wa$ 
no  lefs  than  three  times  capitally 
convicted  at  the  Old  Bailey;  twice 
for  dealing  diamonds,  and  once  for 
horle  (dealing;  but  always  found 
friends  to  obtain  a  mitigation  of  his 
fentence  for  tranlportajtion. 

The  fherids  have  laid  claim  to 
eleven  thouland  pounds  worth  of 
gold  dud,  which  captain  M‘Kenzie. 
brought  with  him  from  the  coaft  of 
Afuca,  and  which  does  not  appear  to 
ha"e  been  transferred  previous  to 
his  conviction;  a  circumdance  ra- 
thci  extraordinary,  conhdering  the 
long  time  of  his  confinement. 

i  he  flier iffs  alfo  mean  to  contend 
for  the  2000  1.  fine  which  Mr.  At- 
kmfon,  the  corn-contraCtor,  is  fen- 
tenced  to  pay. 

n.  At  eleven  o’clock  came  on, 
before  lord  chief  baron  Skynner  and 
a  fpecial  jury,  at  Guildhall,  the  new 
trial  direCted  by  the  court  of  Exche¬ 
quer,  in  an  adtion  of  damages 
brought  by  captain  Sutton,  of  the 
Ins,  again d  commodore  Johndone, 
who  commanded  a  fleet  bound  to  the 
Eab  J  ndies.  T  he  latter  had  put; 
the  former  under  arrefl  at  Fort 
Praya,  alledging  that  the  captain 
had  not  done  his  duty  in  the  aCtion, 
which  took  place  with  Monde  nr 
Sufhein  s  iejuadron  in  that  port. 
The  new  trial  was  granted  at  the  in¬ 
dance  of  the  commodore,  to  relieve 
hi  ml  elf  from  a  former  verdidf  ob¬ 
tained  by  the  captain  on  the  fame 
action,  foi  five  thouland  pounds. 
There  being  a  greater  number  of 
witnefies  than  were,  perhaps,  ever 
examined  in  any  caufe,  the  trial 
laded  all  the  day  on  Saturday,  the 
whole  night,  and  yederday  until  tWQ 
o, clock,  when  the  jury  gave  a  ver— 
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didl,  in  favour  of  captain  Sutton,  for 
fix  fhoufand  pounds.— -There  never 
was  an  inftance,  in  this  kingdom, 
before  this,  of  a  trial  tor  damages 
that  occupied  fhe  attention  of  a 
court  for  twenty-fix  hours  without 
intermiffion* 

— ...  Thomas  Wood  and  George 
IBrown,  were  feveraily  indicted  for 
|i a ving  hopped  fir  Thomas  Davenport 
and  his  lady  on  the  Harrow  road,  be¬ 
tween  Adlon  and  Wiilefden,  on 
Monday  the  eleventh  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber  la  ft,  at  a  quarter  pah  five,  and 
robbed  them  of  their  watches  and 
money.  The  prifonefs  pleaded  Not 
guilty,  and  put  themfelves  on  God 
and  their  country.  Sir  Thomas 
Davenport  was  the  firft  witnefs  ex? 
amined,  and  after  relating  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  robbery,  depofed,  that 
on  the  eleventh  of  November,  ex¬ 
actly  a  month  fubfequent  to  the 
fadfj  he  faw  the  prifoners  on  horfe- 
back  in  St.  Martin  Viane;  that  he 
Immediately  reeognifed  their  per- 
ions;  was  perfuaded  they  were  the 
men  who  had  robbed  him  and  lady 
Davenport,  and  traced  them  to  a 
lioufe  kept  by  Brown’s  mother  in 
Chapel-ffreet,  near  Great  Grmond- 
ifreet.  That  Brown,  was  fent  (or  to 
the  office  in  Bow -dree  f;  that  he 
readily  told  who  was  the  perfon 
thqt  had  ridden  up  St.  Martm?s-!;ane 
with  him,  and  that  Wood  was  then 
fent  for  and  taken  into  cuftody ;  and 
after  two  examinations,  both  of 
them  were  Fully  committed,  Sir 
Thomas  and  his  coachman  and  foot¬ 
man,  being  bound  over  to  profecute 
and  give  evidence.  Upon  his  crofs- 
pxami  nation,  he  faid,  he  felt  the 
fulleft  coiividfion  in  his  own  mind 
that  the  prifoners  were  the  men  who 
robbed  him  ;  that  he  took  fuch  par- 
ftcular  notice  of  Wood,  while  the 
fadf  was  committing,  that  he  fhould 
have  known  him  any  where.  This 
evidd^ce  was  corroborated  by  the 


teffimony  of  the  coachman  and 
footman,  and  ffrengthened  by.,  the 
additional  circunifiance  of  one  of 
them  fw earing  to  the  perfon  of 
Brown  and  to  the  horfe  of  Wood. 
A  fourth  witnefs  was  alfo  called  to 
prove  that  he  faw  them  on  the  road 
op  the  day  of  the  robbery.  The 
defence  hated  by  the  prifoners  con  li¬ 
fe  1  was  an  alibi  on  the  part  of  each 
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of  them  ;  in  Support  of  which  a  va¬ 
riety  of  witnefies  of  unimpeachable 
character  and  integrity,  were  exa¬ 
mined  ;  and  it  was  proved  by  them, 
beyond  all  queftlon,  that, Wood  was 
at  his  own  ho  tile  (the  AfTembly- 
Houfe  at  Kentifh  Town)  the  whole 
of  Monday  the  iith  of  October  ; 
and  that  Brown  was  at  his  mother’s 
in  Chapel-ffreet,  from  four  in  the 
afternoon  on  that  day,  till  he  went 
to  bed  in  tho  evening.  Many  per- 
ions  of  great  credit,  and  of  reipect- 
able  fituations  in  life,  were  alfo  called 
to  their  characters,  who  fpoke  in  the 
bigheit  terms-  of  both  the  one  and 
the  other.  In  fine,  fo  fatisfied  were 
the  court  and  jury  of  the  prifoners 
innocence,  that  both  concurred,  in 
declaring  it  was  unneceffary  for  the 
judge  to  fum  up  the  evidence,  and, 
therefore,  without  a  moment’s  herb 
ration,  the  jury  pronounced  the  pri¬ 
foners,  Not  guilty.  The  counfel 
tor  Sir  Thomas  Davenport,  were 
Mr.  Sylvefier  and  Mr.  Shepherd ; 
counfel  for  the  prifoners,  Mr.  Gar- 
row.  We  cannot  m  ike  a  better 
comment  on  this  extraordinary  trial, 
than  by  faying,  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
Baron  Hotham,  “  We  hope  it  will 
tend  to  convince  the  world  of  the 
extreme  fallibility  of  perfonal  evi¬ 
denced’  Sir  Thomas  Davenport, 
his  coachman  and  footman,  the  learn¬ 
ed  judge  farther  obferved,  he  was  fa¬ 
tisfied,  had  given  their  evidence  fair¬ 
ly  and  conicientioufly,  firmly  be¬ 
lieving  that  the  prifoners  were  the 
men  who  had  robbed  fir  Thomas, 

but 
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but  after  what  had  been  proved  in 
court,  there  could  not  remain  a  mo¬ 
ment’s  doubt  of  their  innocence. 

16.  Came  on,  before  baron  Ho- 
tham  and  the  recorder,  the  trial  of 
Lewis  Henry  Scipio  Duroure,  efq. 
(commonly  known  by  the  diftinCfion 
of  count  Duroure)  for  wilfully,  tna- 
licioully,  and  felonioufly,  (hooting 
with  a  loaded  piilol  at  Tuxley  San- 
don,  efq.  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Long- 
acre,  which,  by  the  ftatute  of  9th 
Geo.  II.  commonly  called  the  black 
a&,  is  made  a  capital  offence.  Mr. 
Chetwood,  counfel  for  the  profecu- 
tion,  opened  the  cafe  in  a  very  can¬ 
did  manner,  wherein  he  ftated  the 
intimacy  that  fubliiled  between  the 
count  and  the  profecutor,  the  elope¬ 
ment  or  the  profecutor’s  wife  with 
the  count  to  Portfmouth,  and  the 
other  circumftances  lately  ftated  ; 
and  called 

Mary  Jones,  a  fervant  at  the  ho¬ 
tel.  d  he  witnefs  faw  the  prifoner 
in  company  with  Mrs.  Sandon,  at 
the  hotel  on  the  4th  of  October  laft. 
Mr.  Sandon,  the  hufband,  was  pre- 
vioufly  in  the  houfe ;  the  prifoner 
and  the  lady  went  up  flairs.  The 
witnefs  anfwered  the  bell ;  when  file 
entered  the  room,  the  lady  had  pil- 
tols,  one  in  each  hand;  witnefs 
heard  her  declare,  that  44  fire  would 
kill  the  fir  ft  perfon  that  attempted  to 
come  in.  She  would  fooner  die 
than  <jo  with  him.”  The  lady  was 

O  ' 

drelfed  in  men’s  cloaths.  Crols- 
examined  by  Mr.  Erlkine — 44  Do 
you  recollect  if  the  count  had  any 
piftols?”  No;  the  witnefs  did  not 
recollect  that  he  had.  44  By  whom 
is  the  Royal  Hotel  kept?”  Aniwer, 
ii  By  James  Sundy  and  John  Brew¬ 
er.”  Mr.  Erfkine  addreffed  the 
court,  and  pointed  out  a  defeat  in 
the  indictment,  the  (hooting  being 
ftated  to  be  done  in  the  houfe  of 
John  Sundy  and  James  Brewer. 
Baron  Hotham  informed  the  jury 


that  the  profecutor  was  by  no  means 
obliged  to  defcribe  the  houfholder 
where  the  faCt  was  committed ;  yet 
having  done  fo,  they  were,  in  the 
11  ti  Chiefs  of  legal  proceedings,  oblig¬ 
ed  to  prove  every  part  of  the  indict¬ 
ment,  and  the  mifnomer  was  fatal. 
The  count  was,  therefore,  acquitted, 
and  he  bowed  refpe&fully  and  re¬ 
tired. 

Count  Duroure  was  drefled  in  a 
fuit  of  black,  appears  to  be  about 
28  years  of  age,  and  has  very 
much  the  countenance  of  a  foreign¬ 
er,  with  prominent  lips,  flat  nofe, 
&c.  &c. 

19.  This  morning,  at  ten  oTlock, 
a  duel  was  fought  near  the  hand  on 
Epfom  Downs,  by  Mr.  H.  D.  jun. 
banker,  of  Charing'  Crofs,  and 
captain  Batterfby,  of  the  29th  regi¬ 
ment  ;  the  former  attended  by  gene¬ 
ral  Garth,  the  latter  by  lieutenant 
Boucke,of  the  28th  regiment.  When 
they  came  to  the  ground,  it  was 
agreed  on,  between  the  feconds, 
that  the  principals  fhoiild  Hand  at 
ten  yards  diflanceh  Mr.  D.  fired 
the  fir  ft  fhot,  but  without  effect;  af¬ 
ter  which  capt.  Batterfby  difeharg- 
ed  his  piftol,  the  contents  of  which, 
entered  at  Mr.  D.’s  elbow,  and 
lodged  in  the  wrift,  from  which  it 
was  immediately  extracted  by  Mr. 
Kennedy,  furgeon,  of  Gre  ,t  Queen- 
ftreet,  who  attended  on  the  part  of 
captain  Batterfby.  Mr.  j.  Hunter 
came  as  furgeon  to  Mr.  D.  but  did 
not  arrive  till  after  the  operation 
was  performed  by  Mr.  Kennedy. 

'{  he  following  letters  will  explain 
the  nature  of  this  tranfaedion. 

Letter  I. 

For  the  Morning  Post. 

It  is  with  the  utrnoft  pain  that  I 
take  up  my  pen  thus  publicly  ro  re¬ 
late  a  traniaCtion  which  lately  hap¬ 
pened  ;  and  as  i  fliail  confine  myfelf 
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to  fadts,  the  public  will  make  fuch 
comments  on  the  bufinefs  as  they 
think  fit. 

Mrs.  L.  a  lady,  whole  hufband  is 
in  a  difagreeabje  fituation,  having  a 
horfe  to  difpofe  of,  employs  a  pel  ion 
of  the  name  of  John  Emerfon,  a 
liable-keeper,  in  the  bufinefs,  and 
who  accordingly  applies  to  Henry 
Drummond,  junior,  efq.  of  Charing 
profs,  who  agreed  to  give  forty  gui¬ 
neas  for  him,  provided  he  liked  him 
on  trial;  and  if  he  fhouid  be  maim¬ 
ed  or  blemifhed,  the  fame  fhouid  be 
paid.  Mr,  D,  keeps  the  horfe  two 
days,  hunts  him,  and  returns  him 
lame,  with  five  guineas  for  the  ufe 
of  him. 

Mrs.  L.  afionifhed  at  fuch  beha¬ 
viour,  wrote  to  Mr.  D»  by  Emer¬ 
fon,  who  returns  her  note  unread,  oil 
being  informed  whom  it  came  from  : 
thus  fituated  was  th  j  affair  when  I 
was  made  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
c unifiances ;  but,  fuppofing  Mr. 
D  rummond,  coolly  conlidering  mat¬ 
ters,  would  not  refute  reaibnable 
conditions  to  a  female  already  much 
embarraffed,  I  applied  to  him  firfi: 
in  perfon,  and  afterwards  by  letter, 
but  Mr.  D.  peremptorily  refufes, 
on  which  I  wrote  him  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  : 

“Sir, 

“  I  am  forty  to  be  necefiifated  to 
add  refs  you  a  third  time  upon  the 
fame  fubjedl ;  I  hope  you  will  do  me 
the  juftice  to  believe,  that  as  it  is 
impoffible  1  could,  before  this  in- 
flance,  have  known  any  harm  of 
you,  fo  it  is  alfo  incredible  that  I 
can  have  the  fmailefi  enmity  to  you. 
The  affair  that  leads  me  now  to  ad- 
drefs  you  being  come  to  a  point, 
you  have  only  to  chufe  whether  you 
will  pay  the  forty  guineas,  and  make 
a  written  apology  to  IV.  rs.  L-  or  have 
the  affair  put  in  the  public  prints. 

**  I  fhall  hope  fpr  your  anfwer 


by  four  o’clock  to-morrow  in  the 
afternoon, 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

“  Sir,  .. 

44  Y  our  mo  ft  obedient  lervant, 

u  James  Battersby.” 

Free  Mafons  Tavern, 

Saturday  evening. 


“  P.  S.  I  have  a  farther  claim 
on  you  for  your  expreffion  to  me. 
Sir,  terming  my  letter  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  one.  An  anfwer  having-  come 
with  Mr.  Drummond’s  pofitive  re- 
fufal,  I  have  to  remark,  that  when 
young  gentlemen  aft  improperly, 
and  in  head  of  behaving  with  fpirir, 
confult  papa,  fuch  conduct  renders 
them  too  contemptible  for  even 
p e  r fonal  ch gflifem  en  t . 5  ’ 

I  fent  this  by  my  fervant,  who  re¬ 
turned  with  a  verbal  rneflfage,  that 
the  note  required  no  anfwer.  I 
had  nothing  now  left  but  to  publifli 
the  whole  tranladiion,  which  is  molt 
reluctantly  done  by 

James  Battersby, 
Capt.  29th  reg. 

Free  Mafons  Tavern, 

Dec.  17,  1784. 


Letter  II. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Morning 
Post. 

Sir, 

In  anfwer  to  my  publication  in 
Saturday’s  Morning  Poll,  I  received 
the  following  letter  from  Mr.  Henry 
Drummond,  junior. 

Cocoa  Tree  Coffee -houfe,  PalJ 
Mall,  Dec.  18,  1784. 

f*  Sir, 

44  In  a  letter  for  the  Morning 
Port  of  this  morning,  figned  James 
Batterfby,  capt.  29th  regiment,  dat¬ 
ed  i  7th  December,  from  the  Free» 
Mafons  Tavern,  having  in  the  poll- 
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fcript  thefe  words  :  44  That  an  an- 
fwer  having  come  with  Mr.  D.’s 
pofitive  refufal,  i  have  to  remark, 
that,  when  young  gentlemen  act 
improperly,  and  inllead  of  behav¬ 
ing  with  Ipirit,  confult  papa,  fuch 
conduct  renders  them  too  contempt¬ 
ible  for  even  perfonal  chafiifement.’5 
Now,  hr,  if  you  dare  avow  your- 
felf  the  author  ot  the  above,  you 
will  not  fail  to  meet  me  this  even¬ 
ing  at  three  o’clock,  attended  by  a 
friend,  at  the  Ring-  in  Hyde-Park, 
or  any  other  place  you  fiiall  ap¬ 
point, 

I  am,  hr,  &c« 

Henry  Drummond,  jun.” 

In  confequence  of  the  above,  we 
met  at  'Epfom,  and  conciliatory 
rneafurcs  having  failed,  hoftilities 
commenced.  As  the  public,  per 
haps,  may  think  my  copdud  in 
this  bufinefs  wanton,  1  therefore 
think  it  neceffnry  to  hate,  that  hav¬ 
ing  known  Mrs.  L.  from  her  youth, 
I  was  led  to  look  upon  her  as  my 
lifter  :  her  forrows  naturally  became 
my  own. 

Beauty  in  dihrefs  claims  fvmpa- 
thy  from  every  heart,  (and  is,  X 
believe,  one  of  the  molt  powerful 
incitements  that. ever  actuated  a  hu¬ 
man  bread:  not  dead  to  fenfibility) 
how  then  could  1  fee  this  excellent 
creature  in  tears  without  feeking  to 
know  the  caule,  and  endeavouring 
to  do  her  juftiee  ? 

It  gives  me  pleafure  to  aflerf,  that 
Mr.  Drummond’s  conduct  on  the 
ground  was  cool,  fpirited,  determin¬ 
ed,  and  gentlemanlike  ;  lufficiently 
£n,  to  do  away  any  ideas  to  his  pre¬ 
judice,  refpeding  the  former  part 
of  his  conduct. 

Thus,  from  the  petulant  dupli¬ 
city  of  a  liable- keeper,  an  amiable 
young  gentleman,  the  hopes  of  a 


refpedable  family,  had  nearly  been 
loll  to  fociety  ! 

James  Batters  by, 
Capt.  29th  reg- 
Free-Mafon?s  Tavern, 

Sunday,  19th  Dec.  1784, 

„  •  /  i 

20.  The  remains  of  the  much 
laiiKthted  Dr.  Samuel  johnfon  were 
interred  in  Weftminfter-abbey,  The 
procelhon,  eonfifting  of  a  hearfe  and 
fix  with  the  corpfe,  and  ten  mourn¬ 
ing  coaches  and  four,  let  out  from 
Bolwcourt,  Fieetfireet,  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  after  twelve  o’clock,  being 
followed  by  feveral  gentlemen’s 
carriages,  moil  of  the  company  in 
which,  were  in  mourniny.  At  one 
o’clock  the  corpfe  arrived  at  the 
abbey,  where  it  was  met  by  Dr. 
Taylor  (who  read  the  funeral  fer- 
vice)  and  ievenjr  prebends,  and  con¬ 
duced  to  the  Poet’s-Corner,  and 
laid  clofe  to  the  remains  of  David 
Garrick,  efq.  The  principal  mourn¬ 
ers  on  this  folemn  occafion  were  fir 
Jofliua  Reynolds,  Mr.  Edmund 
Burke,  fir  John  Hawkins,  Mr. 
Colman,  and  the  deceafed’s  faithful 
black  feryant.  There  were  p relent 
belides,  dodor  Horfiey,  general 
Paoli,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Malone, 
rev.  Mr.  Strahan,  Mr.  Floole,  Mr. 
Nichols,  and  other  diftinguifhed 
perfons.  A  great  concourfe  of  peo¬ 
ple  wrere  affembled,  who  behaved 
with  a  degree  of  decency  lui table 
to  the  folemn  occafion. 

— t.  The  report  was  made  to  his 
majefly  by  Mr.  Recorder  of  the  con- 
vids  under  fentence  of  death  in 
Newgate,  viz. 

George  Owen,  for  forging  and 
pub  I i filing,  as  true,  a  certain  order 
to  the  aifay-mafier  of  the  Gold- 
fmith’s  company,  for  the  delivery 
of  certain  filver  goods,  left  for  the 
allaying  and  marking.,  with  intent 
to  defraud 0 
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William  Ryan,  for  feloniously 
perfonating  and  affuming  the  name 
and  charadter  of  the  brother  of 
John  Harrifon,  late  a  feamen  on 
board  his  majefiy’s  blip  Ifis,  and 
ad  mini  fieri  ng  to  a  will,  as  his  heir 
and  representative,  with  intent  to 
defraud  the  lawful  heirs  or  repre« 
fentatives  of  *the  laid  John  Har- 
•rifon. 

James  alias  Jofeph  Treble,  and 
George  Hands,  for  felonioufly  a!- 
faulting  Edward  Rutter  on  the  high¬ 
way  In  the  parifh  of  Greenford, 
and  robbing  him  of  5s,  and  a  ftiver 
watch. 

Charles  Hughes,  for  privately 
Healing  in  the  (hop  of  John  Wil¬ 
li  am  ion,  in  Hoi  born,  a  pair  of  fpun 
filk  (lockings,  value  5s.  and  up¬ 
wards. 

William  Goombes.  and  Thomas 
King,  for  felonioufly  being  at  large 
in  this  kingdom  before  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  fever al  terms  for  which 
they  were  ordered  to  be  tranfported. 

Elizabeth  Leonard,  for  feioni- 
eufly  affaulting  Hannah  Boaraman 
(being  then  in  the  cuflody  of  the 
keeper  of  New  Prifon  for  an  af- 
faulr)  putting  her  in  tear,  and  tak¬ 
ing  from  her  perfon  as.  6d.  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  Samuel  Board-man. 

Thomas  Freeman,  for  forging  a 
promiffory  note  for  the  payment  of 
1 5I.  as  the  note  of  D.  Bowles  for 
Croft  and  Co.  to  Mr  Thomas  Wil- 
fon,  with  intent  to  defraud  Law¬ 
rence  Pearfon. 

William  Morrow  alias  Murry, 
for -Healing  a  large  fum  of  money, 
the  property  of  MefT*  Drummond 
and  Co. 

Robert  Artz,  and  Thomas  Gore, 
for  privately  Healing  in  the  Hop  of 
Hyam  Hart,  in  the  parifh  of  St. 
Martin  in  the  Fields,  a  diamond 
ring,  two  enamelled  rings,  a  locket, 
&c. 


Henry  Moore  and  Richard  Dodd, 
for  felonioufly  allay  Iting  John,  Cot¬ 
ton,  efq.  on  the  highway  near  Pop¬ 
lar,  and  robbing  him  of  a  filk  purfe 
with  two  gold  Hides,  two  guineas, 
and  a  half  crown  piece. 

W7hen  William  Coombes,  George 
Owen,  James  alias  Jofeph  Treble, 
Richard  Dodd,  Henry  Moore, 
George  Hands,  and  William  Ryan, 
were  ordered  tor  execution  on  Wed- 
nefday  next. 

28.  J.  Mackintofh,  jun.  efq.  {hot 
himfelt  in  his  lodgings  at  one  of 
the  hotels  in  Coyent- Garden.  He 
was  a  young  man  of  character  and 
diflinHion,  lately  returned  from  the 
Eaft-Indies,  where  he  had  acquired 
a  genteel  competency  ;  but  from  the 
extravagancies  of  youth,  had  ex¬ 
pended  his  fortune,  and  found  him- 
i'elf  in  very  embarralfed  circum- 
itances.  He  had  ruminated  on  his 
fate  with  the  greatefl  deliberation 
for  ieveral  days,  and  had  conciliated 
his  mind  to  that  awful  and  horrible 
deftiny,  to  which  his  proud  fpi'rit 
and  precipitation  hurried  him. 
Having  written  ieveral  letters  to  his 
friends,  and  one  to  a  paflry-cook 
under  the  Piazzas  ,  to  whom  he  was 
indebted  about  2!.  and  whom  he 
ordered  to  call  on  a  certain  gentle- 
man  on  Thurfday  next  for  pay¬ 
ment,  mentioning  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  pi/iol  2 vas  at  hi j  head,  he, 
with  1*2  greatefl  compofure,  feized 
the  fatal  inilrument,  and  put  a  pe¬ 
riod  to  his  exiilence.  He  was  a 
young  gentleman  of  about  nineteen 
years,  upwards  of  fix  feet  high, 
and  of  a  handfome  and  agreeable 
afpedt. 

29.  The  following  fix  malefac¬ 
tors  were  executed  before  Newgate; 
William  Ryan,  for  perfonating  the 
brother  of  John  Harrifon,  late  of 
his  maje  fly’s  fliip  Ills,  and  admi- 
n iile ring  to  a  counterfeit  will,  with 

intent 
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intent  to  defraud  fa  id  Harrifon ; 
James  alias  Jofeph  Treble,  and 
George  Hands,  for  robbing  Edward 
Rutter  on  the  highway  of  a  watch 
and  five  (hillings  ;  William  Coombes, 
for  being  at  large  before  the  expi¬ 
ration  or  the  time  for  which  he  had 
keen  tranfported  ;  Henry  Moore 
and  Richard  Dodd,  tor  affauhing 
John  Cotton,  near  Poplar,  and  rob¬ 
bing  him  of  a  (ilk  purfe,  two  gui¬ 
neas,  and  half  a  crown. — -The  con- 
v|£ls  came  upon  the  fcaffold  footi 
after  day-light,  and  after  the  ufual 
time  employed  in  devotion,  during 
which  they  manifefied  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  iincere  repentance,  the 
platform  dropped,  about  twenty  mi¬ 
nutes  after  eight  o'clock,  and  launch¬ 
ed  them  into  eternity.  Moore  and 
Dodd  died  with  hands  clofely  claiped 
together,  and  they  did  not  feparate 
till  feme  time  after  their  bodies  were 
quite  motionleis,  Tuefday  morn¬ 
ing  at  (even  xdciock  a  refpite  was 
delivered  to  the  keeper  of  Newgate 
for  George  Owen,  who  was  ordered 
to  be  executed  with  the  abovemen- 
tioned  fufferers,  in  purf nance  of  his 
fentence,  for  forging  and  publiftiing 
an  order  for  the  delivery  of  fome 
fiiver  work,  the  property  of  a  tradef- 
man  who  had  lent  it  to  be  afiayed 
and  marked. 

When  the  refpite  for  George 
Owen,  Cent  from  lord  Sydney’s 
office  yefterday  morning,  arrived  at 
Newgate,  the  unhappy  young  man 
was  haltered,  and  preparing  for  exe¬ 
cution.  The  moment  he  received 
the  welcome  tidings,  he  dropt  upon 
his  knees,  and  with  great  fervency 
returned  thanks  to  the  Almighty  for 
his  goodnefs.  May  fo  proper  an 
impveffion  have  its  due  effedf  ! 

The  unhappy  wretches  executed 
yefterday,  were  attended  by  Mr. 
Midford  Young,  the  under  (lie riff, 
and  the  proper  officers. 
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BIRTHS  in  the  Tea?'  1784. 

December  24.  1 7 S 3 «  Her  ferene 
highnefs  the  princefs  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  of  a  princefs. 

February  2.  The  right  hon.  the 
countefs  of  Weftmoreland,  of  a 
fon. 

4.  The  right  hon.  lady  Algernon 
Percy,  of  two  fons. 

12.  The  right  hon.  lady  vif- 
ountefs  Maitland,  of  a  fon. 

14.  The  right  hon,  lady  Louifa 
Macdonald,  of  a  fon. 

March  23.  The  right  hon.  lady 
St.  John,  of  a  foil  and  heir. 

May  2.  Her  royal  highnefs  prin¬ 
ce  Is  Sophia  Frederica,  confort  to 
prince  Frederic  of  Denmark,  of  a 
daughter. 

7.  The  lady  of  Philip  Yorke, 
elq.  of  a  fon  and  heir. 

June  1  3.  The  right  hon.  lady  vif- 
countefs  Chewton,  of  a  fon  and 
heir. 

July  1$.  The  right  hon.  the 
countefs  Traquair,  of  a  fon. 

21.  Lady  Francis  Alicia  Benyon, 
of  a  fon. 

Au-gujl  6.  Vifcountefs  Stormont, 
of  a  fon. 

jo.  Lady  of  his  grace  the  lord 
archbifhop  of  Cafhel,  of  a  fon. 

—  Countefs  of  Leiceiler,  of  a 
daughter. 

24.  Lady  of  the  right  hon,  Wil¬ 
liam  Eden  of  a  daughter. 

■ — .  Lady  Page,  of  a  daughter. 

September  2.  Duchefs  of  Beaufort, 
of  a  ion, 

1  3.  Hereditary  princefs  of  Baden, 
ot  a  prince. 

Oft.  9.  Lady  of  the  hon.  Francis 
Talbot,  brother  to  the  earl  of 
Shrewffiury,  of  a  daughter, 

54.  The  princefs  of  Afturias,  of 
a  fon. 

— Lady  of  lord  George  Caven- 
difh,  of  a  fon. 


16.  Right 
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i6.  Right  hon.  lady  Peerhurft, 
of  a  ion  and  heir, 

22. ■  Archduchcfs  of  Milan,  of  a 
prince!?. 

28.  Lady  of  the  grand  fignor,  of 
a  pr’mcefs. 

Js[qv.  22.  Lady  vifcoiuitefs  Gal- 
way,  of  a  daughter. 

7.  Lady  of  the  hon.  John  Eyngy 
c£  a  fon. 

29.  Lady  Lewifham,  of  a  fon. 

Dec  2 .  Right  hon.  lady  Frances 

Morgan,  of  a  daughter. 

Lately,  the  grand  duchefs  of  Ruf¬ 
fe,  of  a  pri.rn.efs. 

14...  (hjeen  of  Naples,  of  a 
prince  fs. 


MARRIAGES  in  the  Tear  1784. 

January  9.  Col.  Thomas  Dun- 
das,  of  Fingafk,  to  lady  Elizabeth 
Eleonora  Home,  eldeft  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Home, 

Jhah.  c.  The  hon.  and  rev.  Ed¬ 
ward  Venables  Vernon,  to  lady 
Anne  Levefon  Gower, 

26.  John  Boyd,  efq.  fon  of  fir 
John  Boyd,  barr.  to  Mifs  Harley, 
daughter  to  the  right  hon.  Thomas 
Harley. 

April  13.  The  right  lion,  lord 
Kapler,  to  Mils  Clavering,  eldeft 
daughter  of  fir  Thomas  Clavering, 
hart. 

May  5.  A  private  foldier  in  his 
Majefty’s  royal  regiment  of  horfe- 
gpards,  to  lady  Ligonier,  the  di¬ 
vorced  wife  ot  lord  Ligonier. 

?  —  —  Byron,  efq.  to  the  hon. 
Mils  Talbot,  niece  to  the  earl  of 
Shrewsbury. 

7,  The  right  hon.  lord  Clive,  to 
the  right  hon.  lady  Henrietta  Her¬ 
bert,  lifter  to  the  earl  of  Fowls. 

14.  Captain  Hervey,  of  the  royal 
navy,  to  the  right  hon.  lady  Louifa 
Nugent,  daughter  to  earl  Nugent, 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 
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June  9.  The  right  hon.  lord  Sal- 
toun,  to  Mifs  Frafer,  daughter  to 
Simon  Frafer,  efq. 

iS,  The  right  hon.  lord  Landaff, 
to  lady  Catherine  Skeffington,  lifter 
to  the  earl  of  MafTareue. 

28,  The  hon.  George  Ferdinand 
Fitzroy,  eldeft  fon  of  lord  South¬ 
ampton,  to  Mils  Keppel,  daughter 
to  the  late  bilhop  of  Exeter. 

29.  The  right  hon.  lord  vifconnt 
Falmouth,  to  Mifs  Crewe,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Crewe,  efq.  of  Boief- 
worth-Caftle,  in  Chefhire. 

July  14.  — — —  Cumberland,  efq, 
to  Mifs  Hobart,  daughter  of  the 
hon.  Mr.  Hobart. 

2i.  The  right  bon.  William 
Wyndham,  brother  to  the  earl  or 
Egremont,  to  Mils  Harford,  natu¬ 
ral  daughter  of  lord  Baltimore,  and 
late  Mrs.  Morris. 

25.  Gabriel  Piozzi,  efq.  to  Mrs. 
Thrale,  relieft  of  the  late  Henry 
Thrale,  efq. 

31.  James  Trail,  efq.  to  the  right 
hon.  lady  Janet  Sinclair,  lifter  to 
the  earl  of  Qaithnefs. 

Auguft  6.  Thomas  Ord,  efq.  to 
Mrs.  Broderick,  widow  of  Edward 
Broderick,  efq. 

11.  Right  hon.  lord  Balgonie, 
eldeft  fon  of  the  earl  of  Leven  ami 
Melville,  to  Mifs  Thornton,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Thornton,  efq.  of  Clap- 
ham. 

17.  The  hon.  admiral  Digby,  to 
Mrs.  Jauncy,  eldeft  daughter  of 
Andrew  Elliot,  efq.  late  governor 
of  New  York. 

21.  The  hon.  — - — ' —  Cranfield 
Berkeley,  one  of  the  reprefentatives 
in  parliament  for  the  county  of 
Gloucefter,  to  the  hon.  Mifs  Char¬ 
lotte  Lenox,  daughter  of  lord 
George  Lenox,  brother  to  the  duke 
of  Richmond. 

28.  Lord  St.  Afaph,  fon  to  the 
earl  of  Afbburnham,  to  the  hon. 

MR* 
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IVlifs  Thynne,  third  daughter  of 
lord  vlfeount  Weymouth, 

Sept .  9.  Richard  Pepper  Arden, 
efq,  his  majefty’s  attorney-general, 
to  Mifs  Wilbraham  Bootle,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Richard  Wilbraham 
Bootle,  efq. 

23,  Montagu  Wilfon,  efq,  to 
Mifs  Hobart,  eldeft  daughter  of  the 
hon.  Henry  Hobart,  brother  to  the 
earl  of  Buckingham. 

28.  Prince  Charles  of  Mecklen- 
burgh  Strelitz,  fecond  brother  to 
her  majefty,  to  princefs  Charlotte, 
of  Hefte-Caftel. 

QSl.  4.  Honourable  capt.  Dou¬ 
glas,  of  the  fi rift  regiment  of  loot- 
guards,  to  Mifs  Lafcelles. 

Nov*  10.  Richard  Langley,  efq. 
to  Mifs  Dorothy  Willoughby,  a 
daughter  of  the  right  bon.  Henry 
lord  Middleton, 

16,  Earl  of  Eufton,  eldeft  fon  of 
the  duke  of  Grafton,  to  lady  Ho- 
ratia  Waldegrave,  fecond  daughter 
of  the  d.uchefs  of  Gloucefter,  and 
ftfter  to  the  prefent  countefs  of  Wal¬ 
degrave, 

18.  Reginald  Pole  Carew,  efq, 
to  Mifs  jemima  Yorke,  only  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  hon.  John  Yorke. 

24,  Major  Charles  Boyd,  nephew 
to  the  earl  of  Errol,  to  Mifs  Halli¬ 
burton. 

25,  Chriftopher  Barnard,  efq.  to 
Mifs  Fanny  Clarges,  niece  to  lord 
vifcount  Barrington. 

29.  Thomas  Bovet,  efq.  to  the 
hon.  Mifs  Seymour,  daughter  of  the 
rmht  hon.  and  rev.  lord  Francis 
Seymour,  and  niece  to  the  duke  of 
Soinerlet. 


DEATHS  m  the  Tear  1784. 

Dec,  5,  1783.  In  the  eighth  year 
of  her  age,  her  royal  highnefs  inade- 
moifelle  of  France,  daughter  of  the 
•count  d’Avtois*  fin  our  Occur- 
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rences  for  1783,  this  princefs  was 
faid  by  mistake  to  be  daughter  to 
the  in  oft  Chriftian  king.] 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  John  earl 
and  baron  of  Wandesford  in  Ire¬ 
land,  baron  of  Caftiecomer,  and  a 
baronet.  The  title  is  extindf. 

— .  In  the  70th  year  of  her  age, 
her  royal  highnefs  Frederica  Louifa, 
margravine  dowager  of  Branden- 
burgh  Anfpach,  mother  to  the 
reigning  margrave, \ and  lifter  to  the 
king  of  Prufiia. 

Jan.  8.  The  hon.  John  Darner, 
only  brother  to  Jofeph  lord  Milton, 

9.  In  the  58th  year  of  his  age,  fir 
George  Savile,  baronet,  de  fee  tided 
from  the  Saviles,  marquifes  of  Ha¬ 
lifax.  The  title  is  extimft. 

10.  The  hon.  Letitia  Sandys, 
daughter  to  Samuel,  fir  ft  lord 
Sandy s 

11.  The  right  hon.  fir  Edward 
Walpole,  fecond  fon  of  Roberr  firft 
earl  of  Orford,  knight  of  the  Bath, 
and  a  privy  counfellor  in  Ireland. 
He  was,  firft,  fecretary  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  then  joint 
fecretary  to  the  treafury  ;  and,  kft- 
ly,  clerk  of  the  pells  in  his  mnjefty’s 
exchequer.  Sir  Edward  was  never 
married,  but  has  left  three  illegiti¬ 
mate  daughters,  1.  The  relidt  of 
bishop  Keppel  ;  2,  Maria,  married, 
firft,  to  James,  earl  Waldegrave,  and, 
fecondly,  to  his  royal  highnefs  the 
duke  or  Gloucefter  ;  3, The  countefs 
of  Dyfart. 

15.  In  the  80th  year  of  her  age, 
the  right  hon.  the  countefs  dowager 
of  Home,  relidf  of  William  eari  of 
Home, 

23.  At  Florence,  in  the  6  \  ft  year 
of  his  age,  Charles  Edward  Louis 
Stewart,  eldeft  fon  of  James  Francis 
Edward  Stewart,  the  only  furvivlngr 
fon  of  kinpr  Tames  II.  He  died 
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without  iflue,  and  has  left  behind 
him  an  only  brother,  Henry  Be¬ 
nedict,  born  Feb.  23,  1725?  bt- 

ihop 
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(hop  of  Corinth,  and  cardinal  of 
York. 

26.  In  the  30th  year  of  her  age, 
the  right  hon.  Amelia,  baronefs 
Corners,  only  furviving  child  of  the 
late  earl  of  Holdernelfe.  She  vvas 
fird  married  to  Francis  Godolphin 
Olborne,  marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
by  whom  (he  had  two  ions  and  a 
daughter;  and  being  divorced,  (he 
married,  fecondly,  the  hon.  capt. 
Byron,  only  fon  of  admiral  Byron. 
She  is  fucceeded  ill  her  title  by 
George  William  Frederic  Oihorne, 
her  elded  fon  by  the  marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen. 

30.  The  right  hon.  Henry  Lid- 
del,  lord  Ravenfworth.  He  has 
left  iffue  one  daughter,  married, 
firfl,  to  the  duke  of  Grafton  ;  and, 
being  divorced,  (lie  married,  fe- 
condly,  to  the  earl  of  upper 
OfTory. 

Lately,  at  Halifax',  in  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia,  the  right  hon.  lord  Charles 
Grevile  Montague,  fon  to  the  late 
and  brother  to  the  prefent  duke  of 
Mancheder. 

Feb.  13.  In  the  71  ft  year  of  his 
age,  the  rev.  Jeremiah  Milles,  D.  t>. 
dean  of  Exeter,  aiid  prefident  of  the 
fociety  of  antiquaries. 

19.  In  the  83d  year  of  his  age, 
the  rev.  Thomas  Morel,  D.  D. 
F.  R.  and  A.  S.  S.  redor  of  Buck'4 
land,  in  HertfordOiire,  and  fecre- 
tarv  to  the  fociety  of  antiquaries. 
He  was  the  editor  of  Ain  (wort  lid 
Latin  DiHionary. 

21.  Sir  Robert  Hatland,  baronet,, 
admiral  of  the  Blue. 

23.  The  right  hon*  Caroline,  ba¬ 
ronets  Forreder,  of  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  relift  of  the  late  George 
Coekburne,  efq.  comptroller  of  the 
navy.  She  is  fucceeded  in  her  title 
by  her  only  daughter  Anrie  Mary 
Coekburne. 

March  6.  The  right  hon.  fir 
Thomas  Sewel,  knight,  maker  of 
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the  rolls,  and  member  of  his  ma- 
jedy’s  mod  honourable  privy 
council. 

8.  The  right  hon,  Catharine* 
counteis  dowager  of  Litchfield,  re- 
lift  of  Robert,  lad  earl  of  Litch¬ 
field. 

15.  The  rev.  Thomas  Franklin, 
D.  D.  retdor  of  Brafted,  in  Kent, 
and  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  his  rna- 
jedy.  He  had  formerly  been  fellow 
of  Trinity  college  in  Cambridge, 
and  Greek  proteffbr  in  that  univer- 
fitv.  He  was  the  author  of  tranf- 
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iations  of  Phalaris,  Sophocles  and 
Lucian,  and  tome  tragedies. 

April  2.  The  right  hon.  lady 
Anne  Purves,  direr  to  Hugh,  earl 
of  March  most. 

3.  The  right  hop.  Cadwallader 
Davis,  lord  Blavney,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland.  The  title  is  ex> 
tinft. 

— .  The  right  hon.  John,  lord 
A  1111a ly,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land,  lord  chief  juft  ice  of  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  and  one  of  his 
majedy’s  mod  honourable  privy 
councilors  in  that  kingdom. 

4.  Mrs.  Wilkes,  wife  of  John 
Wilkes,  efq.  alderman  of  Earring- 
don  Ward  without,  chamberlain  of 
the  city  of  London,  and  member  of 
parliament  (or  the  county  of  Mid¬ 
dle  fex. 

10.  In  the  77th  year  of  h£r  ag#* 
the  right  hon.  Elizabeth,  counted 
of  Mansfield,  daughter  to'  Daniel, 
fixth  earl  of  Winch clfe a. 

14.  The  right  hon.  James,1  lord 
Rollo,  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

13.  The  rev.  Thomas  Wil fon, 
D.  D.  prebendary  of  We  ft  minder, 
and  rebtor  of  St.  Stephen’s,  Wal- 
broerk.  He  was  the  only  furviving 
foil  of  Dr.  Thomas  Wilfoli,  lord 
bidiop  of  Sodor  and  Man. 

— .  In  the  76th  year  of  his  age* 
his  ferene  highnefs  Maximilian 
Frederic,  count  of  Konigfegg  Ro- 

then- 
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thenfells,  archbifhpp  and  debtor  of 
Colog  ne,  and  bifliop  of  Mu  after. 

16.  On  board  the  Sandwich 
packet,  in  his  pall  age  from  Nevis, 
Richard  Oliver,  efq.  formerly  an 
alderman,  and  member  of  parliament 
for  the  city  of  London. 

2  - .  The  prmcefs  of  Tour  and 
Taxis,  confort  of  the  prince  of 
Oetuaguen. 

26.  Prince  Francis  Adolphus,  of 
Anhalt  Be  in  burg  Schambourg. 

27..  The  right  hon.  David  Dal- 
rymple. 

28.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs 
of  Waldegrave,  lifter  to  earl  Gower. 

30.  The  prince  bifliop  of  Liege. 

May  2.  The  honourable  Mils  Bur- 
rel,  only  daughter  of  fir  Peter  Barrel 
and  lady  Willoughby  of  Erefby. 

Lately,  the  right  hon,  the  countefs 
of  Kingfton,  lady  to  the  prefenteail, 
and  mother  to  lord  Kingfborough. 

24.  Catharine  dowager  lady  vif- 
countefs  Netterville,  mother  to  the 
prefent  lord  v  ifeount  Netterville. 

June  3 .  The  right  hon.  Wilhel- 
mina  Catharina  dowager  lady  King, 
daughter  of  John  Troy,  efq.  of 
Brabant. 

4.  Hon.  Mrs.  Needham,  fifter  to 
the  prefent  lord  vifeount  Kilmorey. 

8.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs 
dowager  of  Efiex,  mother  of  the  pre- 
lent  earl  of  Effex,  and  youngeft 
daughter  of  the  fecond  duke  of  Bed¬ 
ford. 

it.  Right  hon.  Catharine,  coun¬ 
tefs  dowager  of  Egmont,  lifter  to 
the  earl  of  Northampton.  The 
Irifh  barony  of  Arden,  enjoyed  by 
her  ladyfhip  in  her  own  right,  de¬ 
fends  to  her  eldeft  foil,  the  hon* 
George  Perceval,  now  lord  Arden. 

15.  Sir  Barnard  Turner,  knight* 
alderman  of  CordwaineiV  Ward, 
and  one  of  the  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  for  the  borough  of  South¬ 
wark. 

17.  The  hon,  David  Stuart,,  fon 
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of  the  late,  and  brother  to  the  pre¬ 
lent  earl  of  Moray. 

— Sir  George  Vandeput,  fo 
noted  for  his  op  po  fit  ion  in  1749,  to 
the  prefent  earl  Gower,  as  a  candi¬ 
date  for  Weftminfter. 

28.  The  right  hon.  the  countefs 
dowager  Harrington. 

Lately,  hon.  Redmond  Morres, 
brother  to  the  late  lord  Mount- 
morres,  and  member  of  parliament 
for  the  city  of  Dublin. 

July  9.  Matthew  Buckle,  efq. 
admiral  of  the  blue. 

14,  Mrs.  Mary  Dodd,  relibl  of 
the  late  unfortunate  Dr.  Dodd. 

18.  Lord  Guernfey,  only  fon  of 
the  earl  of  Aylesford. 

24.  The  hon.  Mrs*  Walpole,  wife 
to  the  hon.  Robert  Walpole,  his 
majefty’s  envoy  extraordinary  and 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Por¬ 
tugal. 

Aug.  3.  In  the  8 2d  year  of  her 
age,  the  hon.  Mrs.  Dawney,  relRf 
of  the  hon.  and  rev.  Godfrey  Daw¬ 
ney. 

Lately,  prince  Frederic,  eldeft: 
fon  of  the  hereditary  prince  of 
He  fie. 

— His  ferene  highnefs  prince 
Charles  Auguftus  Frederic,  only 
fon  of  the  duke  of  Deuxponts. 

10.  In  the  71ft  year  of  his  age, 
Allan  Ramfay,  efq,  principal  por¬ 
trait-painter  to  their  majefiies. 

Sept.  2.  Lady  Campbell,  relict  of 
lord  William  Campbell. 

3.  Mils  Linley,  daughter  of  Mr* 
Linley,  manager  of  Drury -lane 
theatre- 

6.  George  Alexander  Stevens, 
author  of  the  celebrated  le&ure  on 
heads. 

9.  Horn  J.  Smith  Barry,  uncle 
to  the  earl  of  Barrymore, 

a  7.  John  earl  Tylney,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  Tne  title  is 
exiincW 

29.  Lady  Catharine  Gordon. 

eldeft 
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elded  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Aber¬ 
deen. 

Lately  honourable  Mr.  Legge,  a 
younger  fon  of  the  earl  oi:  Dart¬ 
mouth  . 

08.  9.  Lady  Anne  Addon,  lady  of 
fir  Richard  Acton,  and  daughter  of 
the  earl  of  Stamford. 

ig.  The  right  hon.  John,  earl  of 
Waldegrave,  vifcount  Chewton, 
matter  of  the  horfe  to  her  majefty, 
col.  of  the  Coldftream  regiment  of 
foot-guards,  governor  of  Plymouth, 
a  general  of  his  majefty’s  forces, 
and  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county  of 
ElTex. 

27.  The  right  hon.  countefs  dow¬ 
ager  Delawar. 

28.  Princefs  Juliana  Maria,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  prince  Frederic,  brother  to 
his  Danifh  majefty. 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  fir  Henry 
Aylmer,  baron  of  Balratb. 

- — .  John  King,  the  companion 
and  friend  of  the  celebrated  captain 
Cook. 

Nov.  6.  Richard  Ofwald,  efq. 
lately  his  majefty’s  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary  at  Paris,  to  fettle  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  com  mi  (Boners  of 
the  United  States  of  America. 

11.  1  he  infant  don  Carlos,  elded 
fon  of  the  prince  of  Afturias. 

12.  The  hon.  Mifs  Louifa  C-het- 
wynd,  daughter  of  lord  vifcount 
Chetwynd. 

15.  Anne,  countefs  oi  Dun- 
dona  Id. 

21.  The  molt  noble  Catherine, 
duchefs  of  Norfolk,  confort  to  the 
prefent  duke. 

— .  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  bait, 
admiral  of  the  white. 

25.  The  right  hon.  Anne,  count¬ 
efs  of  Drogheda. 

Lately,  the  lady  of  lord  Mafley. 

» — .  The  marchionefs  of  Accorarn- 
bani,  filler  to  fir  William  Murray. 

Dec.  6.  In  the  84th  year  of  her 
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age,  Mrs.  Hare,  relifi  of  the  late 
bifhop  oi  Chicheiter. 

13.  In  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 
Dr.  Samuel  John  fon. 

29.  In  the  89th  year  of  his  age, 
the  right  hon.  fir  Thomas  Parker, 
formerly  lord  chief  baron  of  his 
majefty ’s  court  of  Exchequer. 


PROMOTIONS  in  the  Tear  1784. 

Dec.  20.  1783.  Everard  Faw- 
kener,  efq.  to  be  one  of  his  ma* 
jelly’s  commiffioners  for  the  damp- 
duties. 

26.  The  right  hon.  James  Gren¬ 
ville,  to  be  of  his  majefty ’s  mod 
honourable  privy- council 

30.  Thomas  Pitt,  efq.  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  lord 
Camelford,  baron  of  Boconnoc,  in 
the  county  of  Cornwal. 

31.  Heneage,  earl  of  Aylesford, 
Thomas,  lord  Walfingham,  and 
the  right  hon.  William  Wyndham 
Greville,  to  be  of  his  m  a  jetty’s  mod 
honourable  privy-council. 

- — .  Thomas,  earl  of  Clarendon,  to 
be  chancellor  of  the  duchy  and 
county  palatine  of  Lancalter. 

Lately,  William  Mitford,  efq. 
to  be  a  chief  clerk  of  the  board  of 
treafury,  vice  F.  Reynolds,  efq. 

* — .  Rev.  Ifaac  Milner,  M.  A , 
F.  R.  S.  eleHed  Jackfonian  profef- 
for,  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

— .  Rev.  Herbert  Randolph, 
L  L.  B.  to  be  a  prebendary  of  Sa- 
rum. 

— .  Rev.  Thomas  Drake,  B  13. 
to  be  chaplain  to  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury. 

'Jan .  1.  Philip,  earl  of  Cheder- 
Bcld,  to  be  his  majedy’s  ambafFador 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary 
to  the  king  of  Spain. 

2.  Arthur  Stanhope,  efq.  to  be 

his 
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his  majefty’s  fecretary  of  embaffy  to 
the  king  of  Spain, 

— ,  Heneage  earl  of  Aylesford, 
to  be  captain  of  the  yeomen  of  his 
inajefty’s  guard, 

— .  George  lord  de  Ferrars,  to  be 
Captain  of  his  majefty’s  band  of  gen¬ 
tlemen  pensioners. 

— .  John  earl  of  Galloway,  to  be 
one  of  the  gentlemen  ol  his  ma» 
jelly’s  bed-chamber. 

6.  Charles  earl  of  Tarikerville, 
and  Henry  Frederic  lord  Carteret, 
to  the  office  of  poll-mailer  general. 

— .  The  right  hon.  Sir  George 
Yonge,  bait,  to  be  his  majefty’s  fe¬ 
cretary  at  war. 

7.  Philip  earl  of  Chefterfield,  to 
be  of  his  majelly’s  moil  honourable 
privy  council, 

9.  Lieutenant-colonel  Flenry  Au« 
guftus  Montagu  Colby,  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  knighthood. 

13.  The  right  hon,  Thomas  Kel¬ 
ly,  to  be  one  of  the  juftices  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  < vice  Godfrey  Pitt, 
efq.  deceafed. 

— .  Sir  Samuel  Bradllreet,  bart. 
Alexander  Crookfhank,  efq.  and  Pe¬ 
ter  Metge,  efq.  to  be  j  offices  of  the 
courts  of  King’s  Bench  and  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  and  a  baron  of  the  court 
of  Exchequer  in  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  refpedtively,  in  addition  to 
the  number  of  juftices  heretofore 
appointed  for  the  faid  courts, 

16,  Barnard  Turner,*  efq.  alder- 
tnan  and  one  of  the  die  riffs  of  the 
city  of  London,  to  the  honour  of 
knighthood. 

17.  Samuel  Eft  wick,  efq,  to  be 
fecretary  and  regifter  to  the  royal 
Lofpital  at  Chelfea* 

20.  George  Auguftits  Selwyn, 
efq.  to  the  office  of  furveyor  of  his 
majefty’s  caftles,  honours,  lands,  and 
woods,  in  England.  [Thele  two  ar¬ 
ticles  were  improperly  infened  in 
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the  promotions  of  the  preceding 
year.] 

31,  Hugh  duke  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of 
the  kingdom  ot  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  lord  Lovaine,  baron  of 
Alnwick  in  the  county  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  during  his  natural  life, 
with  remainder  to  his  fecond  fon* 
lord  Algernon  Percy. 

— .  The  right  hon.  Henry  Fre¬ 
deric  Carteret,  to  the  dignity  of  a 
baron  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  by  the  title  of  baron  Carteret 
of  Hawnes  in  the  county  of  Bed¬ 
ford,  with  remainder  to  the  fecond 
and  other  fons  of  lord  vifcount  Wey¬ 
mouth. 

— .  Edward  Eliot,  efq,  to  the 
dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  tide  of 
baron  Eliot  of  St*  Germains  in  the 
county  of  Cornwal. 

-i—.  Richard  Gamoig  efq*  to  be 
one  of  his  majefty’s  cofnmiffioners 
for  the  management  of  the  duties  on 
fait. 

— Thomas  A  file,  efq,  to  the  of¬ 
fice  of  keeper  of  the  rolls  and  records 
of  the  court  of  chancery  in  the 
tower  of  London* 

Lately,  the  right  hon.  Tfaac  Barre, 
to  be  clerk  of  the  pells  in  the  court 
of  exchequer. 

- — .  Reverend  Thomas  Taylor, 
LL,  B.  eledled  profeffor  of  civil 
law  m  Grefham  college. 

Feb,  9.  Lord  George  Henry  Le¬ 
nox,  to  be  of  his  majefty’s  moll  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council. 

10.  The  earl  of  Effingham,  to 
the  office  of  mafter  and  worker  of 
his  majefty’s  mint. 

- —  Lord  George'  Henry  Lenox, 
to  be  conitable  of  the  rower  of 
London  and  his  majefty’s  lieutenant 
and  cuftos  rotulorum  of  the  tower 
hamlets. 

■ — .  The  honourable  John  Tho- 
(I-I)  mas 


«r' 


1 


PRINCIPAL 


i 


(tl4) 

mas  Town fh end,  to  be  one  of  his 
majefty’s  under  Secretaries  of  ft  ate 
for  the  home  department. 

— .  Sir  Edmund  Affleck,  hart,  to 
be  rear  admiral  of  the  blue. 

11.  Charles  duke  of  Rutland,  to 
be  lieutenant-general  and  general- 
_  governor  of  his  roajefty’s  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

13.  The  prince  of  Wales  has 
been  pleafed  to  make  the  following 
•appointments  in  his  royal  highnefs’s 
houfhold,  viz. 

Colonel  Hulfe,  to  be  comptroller 
of  the  houfhold. 

Colonel  Stevens  and  lieutenant- 
colonel  St.  Leger,  to  be  grooms  of 
the  bed-chamber- 

Major  Churchil  and  the  honour¬ 
able  captain  Ludlow,  to  be  equerries. 

21.  The  reverend  William  Bul¬ 
let*,  D.  D.  to  the  dignity  of  dean  of 
the  cathedral  church  of  Exeter,  vice 
Dr  Jeremiah  Milles. 

■ — .  The  reverend  George  Prety- 
man,  M.  4.-  to  the  dignity  of  a  pre¬ 
bendary  of  the  collegiate  church  of 
vVeftminfter,  vice  the  reverend  Wil¬ 
liam  Stockwood. 

— .  The  reverend  Edward  Wil- 
fon,  M.  A.  to  the  dignity  of  a  pre¬ 
bendary  of  his  majefty’s  free  cha¬ 
pel  of  Windfor,  vice  Dr.  William 
Bullet*. 

— .  Lieutenant-general  William 
Auguftus  Pitt,  to  be  commander  in 
chief  of  his  majiefty’s  land  forces  in 
Ireland. 

23.  Be  Amin  Thompfon,  efq.  co¬ 
lonel  of  his  majefty’s  regiment  of 
American  dragoons,  and  James  Pa- 
tey,  efq.  fheriff  of  the  county  of 
Bucks,  to  the  honour  off  knight¬ 
hood. 

24,  Richard  earl  of  Morning ron, 

and  Thomas  Orde,  efq.  to  be  of  his 
majefty’s  rnoft  honourable  privy- 
council  for  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land.  2 


— .  Thomas  Orde,  efq.  appointed 
by  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  to 
be  his  chief  fee  reft  ary. 

28.  Richard  earl  of  Shannons 
George  vifcount  Mount  Edgcumbe, 
and  Thonfas  lord  Walfingham,  to 
the  office  of  vice-treal'urer  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

— .  David  Reid,  efq.  to  be  one  of 
his  majefty’s  commiffioners  for  the 
receipt  and  management  of  the -cuff 
toms  and  other  duties  in  Scotland. 

March  5.  Jofhua  John  lord  Ca- 
rvsfort,  inverted  a  knight  of  the  mofft 
iliuftrious  order  of  St.  Patrick. 

8.  William  Frafer,  Stephen  Cot- 
trel,  and  Evan  Nepean,  efquires,  to 
be  commiffioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  keeper  of  the  privy  feal. 

— John  Edenfor  Heathcote,  efq. 
fheriff  of  the  county  of  Stafford,  to 
the  honour  of  knighthood. 

16.  James  Stanley,  efq.  barriftef 
at  law,  to  be  fteward  and  one  of  the 
judges  of  his  majefty’s  palace  court 
of  Weftminfter. 

— •  George  earl  of  Orford  to  the 
office  of  ranger  and  keeper  of  St.: 
James’s  Park. 

20.  Anthony  Merry,  efq.  to  be 
his  majefty’s  conful  at  Malaga. 

27.  Ralph  Heathcote,  efq.  his 
majefty’s  minifter  plenipotentiary  tc 
the  elefffor  of  Cologne,  to  be  alfo 
his  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  tlie 
landgrave  of  Heffe  Cartel . 

— .  The  reverend  Claudius  Crii 
gan,  A.  B.  nominated  by  the  ducheft 
dowager  of  Athol  to  be  bifhop  oi 
the  iile  of  Man  and  Sodor,  vice  Dr 
George  Malon,  and  confirmed  by 
his  majefty. 

Robert  lord  vifcount  Galway, 
to  be  comptroller  of  his'  majefty’s 
houfhold. 

— .  rFhe  right  honourable  Wil¬ 
liam  Wyndham  Grenville  and  Con- 
ftantine  John  lord  Mulgrave,  to  the 

office 
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office  of  receiver  and  pay  mailer- ge¬ 
neral  of  his  majefty’s  forces. 

— .  Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq.  to  the 
office  of  mailer  or  keeper  of  the 
rolls  or  records  in  chancery,  vice 
Sir  Thomas  Sewel. 

28.  Richard  Hopkins,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  his  majelly’s  commiflioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  high  ad¬ 
miral,  vice  John  Modyford  Hey- 
Wood,  efq. 

29.  The  hon.  Richard  Howard, 
appointed  by  the  queen  to  be  fee  re - 
tary  and  comptroller  of  her  majef¬ 
ty’s  houffiold. 

30.  Pvichard  Pepper  Arden,  efq. 
to  be  his  majelly’s  attorney  general, 
vice  Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq. 

— .  Richard  Pepper  Arden,  efq. 
to  the  feveral  offices  of  chief  ju Rice 
of  the  counties  of  Denbigh  and 
Montgomery,  and  juft  ice  of  the 
counties  of  Chefter  and  Flint,  vice 
Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq. 

— The  hon.  James  Luttrel,  to 
•the  office  of  mailer  furveyor  of  his 
majelly’s  ordnance. 

April  z,  Lloyd  Kenyon,  efq.  to 
be  of  his  majefty’s  molt  honourable 
privy  council. 

3.  Sir  Richard  Reyn  el,  bart.  to 
be  one  of  his  majelly’s  commiffion- 
ers  for  the  management  of  the  du¬ 
ties  on  fait. 

7.  Archibald  Macdonald,  efq.  to 
be  his  majelly’s  folicitor  general,  vice 
Richard  Pepper  Arden, 

10.  The  reverend  Folliot  Herbert 
Walker  Cornevval,  M.  A.  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  a  prebendary  of  his  majelly’s 
free  chapel  of  Windier,  vice  Dr. 
Thomas  rlurdis. 

14.  Henry  Thomas  Gott,  of 
Newlands  in  the  county  of  Buck¬ 
ingham,  to  the  honour  of  knight¬ 
hood, 

16.  Robert  lord  vifeount  Gal¬ 
way,  to  be  of  his  majelly’s  moll  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council. 

2 3.  Conllantme  John  lord  MuT 
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grave,  to  be  of  his  majefty’s  miift 
honourable  privy  council. 

26.  The  light  honourable  John 
Fofter,  to  the  office  of  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

27.  The  reverend  William  Cleav¬ 
er,  to  the  dignity  of  a  prebendary  of 
his  majefty’s  collegiate  church  of 
Weftminfter,  vice  doctor  Thomas 
Wilfon. 

~ — •  Ifaac  Heard,  efq.  to  be  gar¬ 
ter  principal  king  of  arms,  vice 
Ralph  Bigland,  efq. 

28.  Daniel  Hailes,  efq.  to  be  his 
majelly’s  minifter  plenipotentiary  at 
the  court  ol  Verfailles,  in  the  ab» 
fence  of  the  duke  of  Dorfet. 

30.  The  honourable  lieutenant- 
colonel  Henry  Fitzroy  Stanhope, 
appointed  by  the  prince  of  Wales 
to  Jbe  a  groom  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs’s  bed-chamber. 

May  11.  George  lord  Abergaven¬ 
ny,  to  the  dignities  of  vifeount  and 
earl  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,by  the  tide  of  vifeount  Nevii 
ot  Birhng  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
and  earl  of  Abergavenny  in  the 
county  of  Monmouth. 

George  lord  de  Ferrars,  to 
the  dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  king¬ 
dom  o I  Great  Britain,  by  the  title 
of  earl  of  the  county  of  Leicefter. 

_  — •  Henry  lord  Paget,  to  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  earl 
of  Uxbridg#  in  the  county  of  Mid* 
dlefex.  a* 

— ,  Sir  James  Lowther,  baronet, 
to  the  dignities  of  ‘baron,  vifeount, 
and  earl  ot  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  baron  Low- 
ther,  of  Lowther  in  the  county  of 
We  ft  in  ore  land,  baron  of  Kendal  in 
the  laid  county,  and  baron  of  Burgh 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  vif¬ 
eount  Lonfdale  and  vifeount  Low- 
then,  and  earl  of  Lonfdale. 

— .  Thomas  lord  vifeount  Bulke- 
(H  2)  ley, 
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Jfey,  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  lord  Bulkeley  baron  of 
Beaumaris  in  the  county  of  Angle- 
lea, 

— >.  Sir  Thomas  Egerton,  baro¬ 
net,  to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  baron  Grey  de  Wilton  in  the- 
eounty  of  Hereford. 

— .  Sir  Charles  Cocks,  baronet, 
to  the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  lord  Sommers,  baron  of 
Evefham  in  the  county  of  Worces¬ 
ter. 

— .  John  Parker,  cfq.  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  baron 
Boringdon,  of  Boringdon  in  the 
county  of  Devon. 

. — .  Noel  Hill,  efq.  to  the  dignity 
of  a  baron,  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  baron  Ber¬ 
wick  of  Attmgham  in  the  county  of 
Salop. 

— James  Dutton,  efq.  to  the 
dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  kingdom 
©f  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  ol  lord 
Sherborne,  baron  of  Sherborne  in 
the  county  of  Gloucefter. 

* — .  David  earl  of  Leven,  to  be 
his  majefly’s  high  commiffioner  ta 
the  general  afiembly  of  the  church 
©f  Scotland. 

— .  The  rev.  William  Cecil  Pery, 
XX  D.  to  the  bifliopric  of  Limerie 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  vice  Dr. 
William  Gore. 

— — .  The  rev;  Chriftopher  Butfon, 
M.  A.  to  the  dignity  of  dean  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Waterford,  vice 
the  rev.  Cutts  Harman. 

— .  The  right  hon.  John  Scot, 
to  be  his  majefty’s  chief  juftice  of 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

T-#  The  right  hon.  John  Scot,  to 


the  dignity  of  a  baron  of  the  king* 
dom  of  Ireland,  by  the  title  of  ba¬ 
ron  Earlsfort,  of  LifTon-earl  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary. 

13.  Lieutenant-colonel  Charles 
Rooke,  appointed  by  the  queen  to- 
be  one  of  the  gentlemen  ufhers 
quarter-waiters  to  her  majeftyy  vice. 
Henry  Reveley,,  efq. 

18.  Henry  Reveley,  efq.  to  be 
one  of  the  eommiffioners  for  his  ma¬ 
jefly’s  revenue  of  excife,  vice  Charles 
Garth,  efq* 

20*  George  Harrifon,  efq.  to  the 
office  of  Norroy  king  of  arms,  and 
principal  herald  of  the  northern: 
parts  ©£  England. 

The  rev.  Philip  WilliamSer 
A.B.  to  be  chaplain  to  the  honour¬ 
able  the  Houle  ©f  Commons,  vice 
Folliot  Herbert  Walker  CornewaL 

28.  Charles  Booth,  efq.  high- 
fheriff  of  the  county  of  Kent,  ta 
the  honour  of  knighthood, 

June  2.  Commodore  -Richard 
King,  to  the  honour  of  knight¬ 
hood. 

5.  Francis  Townfend,  efq,  to  be 
Windfor  herald  of  arms,  vice  George 
Harrifon,  efq. 

8.  Anthony  Botet,  efq,  to  the  of¬ 
fice  of  conftable  of  the  caflle  ofGafV 
tlemain  in  the  county  of  Kerry. 

12.  William  Hanbury,  efq.  to- 
be  his  majefly’s  agent  and  conful  in 
the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony  and  the 
free  cities  of  Bremen  and  Lubec. 

19,  George  lord  vil count  St.  A- 
faph,  appointed  by  the  prince  of 
Wales  to  be  one  of  the  gentlemen  of 
his  royal  highnefs’s  bed-chamber. 

29.  Alexander  Gordon,  of  Rock¬ 
ville,  efq.  to  be  one  of  the  lords  of 
his  majeftv’s  court  of  feffion  for  the 
kingdom  of  Scotland,  vice  David 
Dalrymple,  of  Weft  hall,  efq. 

30.  John  Barton,  efq.  appointed 
by  the  duke  of  Montagu  to  be  one 

'  of 


of  the  purveyors  and  graniiors  of 
the  royal  ilables,  vice  George  Swi- 
ney,  efq. 

July  3.  Sir  James  Harris,  K. 
to  be  his  majefiy’s  envoy  extraordi¬ 
nary  and  plenipotentiary  to  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces. 

.  Alexander  duke  of  Gordon, 
to  the  dignities  of  baron  and  earl  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  baron  Gordon  of  Hunt- 
ley  in  the  county  of  Gloucefter., 
and  earl  of  Norwich  in  the  county 
-of  Norfolk. 

John  lord  Talbot,  to  the 
dignities  of  vifcount  and  earl  of  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
title  of  vifcount  of  Ingeilrie  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  and  earl  Talbot 
of  Henfol  in  the  county  of  Gla¬ 
mor  can. 

•— -«  Richard  lord  Grofvenor,  to 
the  dignities  of  vifcount  and  earl  of 
the  kincdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  title  of  vifcount  Belgrave  in  the 
county  palatine  of  Chelier,  and 
earl  Grofvenor. 

Edward  lord  Beaulieu,  to  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of 
earl  Beaulieu  of  Beaulieu  in  the 
county  of  Southampton, 

— .  The  rev.  Hugh  Blair,  D.  D. 
and  William  Greenfield,  to  be  joint 
profeffors  of  rhetoric  and  belles  let- 
tresin  the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,. 

B .  Charles  J^ogie,  efq.  to  be  his 
■majefiy’s  conful  and  agent-general  at 
Algiers. 

— .  Francis  Fownes  Luttrel,  efq. 
to  be  one  of  his  majefty’s  commii- 
fioners  of  taxes,  vice  Alexander 
Topham,  efq. 

10.  George  Mordon,  efq.  to  be 
his  majefly’s  conful  in  the  i Bands  of 
Majorca  and  Minorca. 

m*  The  right  hon.  hr  John  Bla- 


quiere,  K.IL  and  Robert  Warren, 
of  Crookftown  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  efq.  to  the  dignity  of  a  ba¬ 
ronet  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

iq.  James  lord  vifcount  Cliffdeu, 
and  William  Brabazon  Ponfonby, 
efq.  to  be  his  majefly’s  pofl-mafters 
general  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land, 

— .  John  Lees,  efq,  to  be  fecre- 
tary;  Lodge  Morris,  efq.  to  be 
treafurer,  or  receiver-general;  John 
Armit,  efq.  to  be  accomptant-ge- 
neral;  William  Fortefcue,  efq.  to 
be  refident  furv-eyor;  and  Robert 
Shaw,  efq.  to  be  comptroller  of  the 
for  ting  office  in  his  majefiy’s  gene¬ 
ral  poll  office  |n  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland. 

24.  The  right  hon.  Lloyd  Ken¬ 
yon,  to  the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of 
•the  ‘kingdom  of  Great-Britain. 

28.  The  hon.  William  Wefley 
Pole,  appointed  by  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  of  Ireland  to  be  governor  of 
the  Queen’s  county. 

— .  Colonel  Thomas  Carleton,  to 
be  captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief  of  the  province  of  New 
Brunfwick, 

31.  William  McConnell,  efq.  to 
be  com  miliary  of  Wigtown,  vice 
John  M‘Culloch,  efq. 

Augufi  2.  Sir  John  Griffin  Grif¬ 
fin,  K.  B.  called  up,  by  writ  of 
fumrhons,  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  by 
the  title  of  lord  Howard  of  Walden. 

7.  Cowntefs  of  Harcourt,  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  queen  to  be  one  of  the  la¬ 
dies  of  her  majelby’s  bed-chamber, 
vice  duchefs  of  Argyle, 

11.  Francis  Willes,  efq.  to  the 
honour  of  knighthood. 

14.  Patrick  Wilfon,  A.  M.  and 
F.  R.S.  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  af- 
fillant  to  doffor  Alexander  Wilfon, 
profelfor  of  practical  aftronomy, 
and  obferver  in  Glafgow  college, 
(H  3)  and 
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and  to  the  reverfion  of  the  faid  of¬ 
fice. 

20.  James  earl  of  Courtcwn,  to 
be  treafurer  of  his  majefty’s  houf- 
hold,  and  of  his  majefly’s  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  privy  council f 

21.  Robert  Waller,  efq  to  be 
one  of  the  grooms  of  his  maje. fly's 
bed-chamber,  vice  major  general  St. 
John. 

‘  — .  Major  general  Adeane,  to  be 
one  of  the  grooms  of  his  majefly’s 
bed-chamber. 

. — .  Hon.  Keith  Stewart,  to  be 
receiver-general  of  his  majedy’s 
land  rents  and  cafualties  in  Scot- 


Scptcmler  3.  Sir  James  Harris, 
K.  B.  to  be  of  his  majefty’s  moil 
honourable  privy  council* 

— .  Thomas  lord  Sydney,  the 
right  hon.  William  Pitt,  the  right 
Iron.  Henry  Dundas,  Thomas  lord 
Waliingham,  the  right  hon.  Wil¬ 
liam  Wyndham  Grenville,  and  Con- 
flantine  John  lord  Mulgrave,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  be  his  majes¬ 
ty’s  commiffioners  for  the  affairs  of 
India. 

— .  Qeorge  Cranford,  efq,  to  be 
Comraiffary,  to  treat  with  the  com- 
xniflaries  of  the  moil  Chriilian  king, 
purfuant  to  the  late  treaty  of  peace. 

— .  Henry  Hew  Dairy  tuple,  efq, 
to  be  fecretary. 

18.  Jofeph  Frederic  Wallet  Def- 
barres,  efq.  to  be  governor  of  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton. 

Offohcr  1.  Auguftus  Rogers,  efq. 
to  be  fecrctary  to  his  majefty’s  board 
pf  ordnance,  vice  John  Boddipg- 
ton,  efq. 

27,  His  royal  highnefs  prince 
Frederic  biftiop  of  Ofnabruck,  to  be 
colonel  of  the  Coldftrejjm  regiment 
of  foot  guards,  vice  general  John 
earl  or  Waldegrave,  and  to  be  a  lieu¬ 
tenant-general 'in  the  army. 


November  4.  George  earl  Waldc- 
grave,  to  be  mailer  of  the  horfe  to 
her  majefly,  vice  late  earl  Walden- 
grave. 

13.  The  rev.  William  Preflon, 
A.M.  to  the  biflioprics  of  Killala 
and  Achonry,  vice  Dr.  William  Ce¬ 
cil  Pery. 

.  John  lord  Howard  de  Walden, 
to  be  lieutenant  and  cuftos  rotulorum 
of  the  county  of  Effex,  vice  John 
earl  Waldegrave. 

16.  Charles  earl  Cornwallis,  to 
be  conftable  of  the  tower  of  Lon¬ 
don,  vice  lord  George  Henry  Le¬ 
nox. 

1  7.  George  lord  Herbert,  to  be  of 
his  majefty’s  mo.fl  honourable  privy 
council. 

20.  George  lord  Herbert,  to  be 
vice  chamberlain  of  his  majefly’s 
houfhold,  vice  George  lord  vifcount 
Chewton,  now  earl  Waldegrave. 

24.  Granville  earl  Gower,  to  be 
keeper  of  the  privy  feal. 

2  7.  Prince  Frederic  bifhop  of 
Ofnabruck,  to  the  dignities  of  a 
duke  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  an  earl  of  the  kingdom  of 
Ireland,  by  the  titles  of  duke  of 
York  and  of  Albany  in  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain,  and  earl  of  Uliler 
in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

30.  George  Grenville  Nugent 
Temple,  earl  Temple,  to  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  a  marquis  of  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  mar¬ 
quis  of  Buckingham  in  the  county 
of  Buckingham. 

— .  William  earl  of  Shelburne  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  lord 
Wycombe,  baron  of  Chipping  Wy¬ 
combe  in  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  and  IC.  G.  to  the  dignities 
of  a  vifcount,  earl,  and  marquis  of 
the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  titles  of  vifcount  Caine  and 
Caufton  in  the  county  of  Wilts, 

ear 
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earl  Wycombe  of  Chipping  Wy¬ 
combe  in  the  county  of  Bucking¬ 
ham,  and  marquis  of  Lanfdovvn  in 
the  county  of  Somerfet. 

December  i.  Charles  lord  Camden, 
to  be  prefident  of  his  majefty’s  moll 
honourable  privy  council. 

18.  Vere  Hunt,  jim.  efq.  anj}  Jo- 
feph  Hoare,  efq.  to  the  dignity  of 
baronets  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

SHERIFFS  appointed  by  his  Ma- 
jefty  in  Council  lor  the  year  1784. 
viz. 

Berkfhire —-Charles  Dalbiac,  of  Hun- 
gerford  Park,  efq. 

Bucks— Richard  ScrimpQiire,  of  A- 
merfham,  efq. 

Cumberland— John  Chriftian,  of 
Unerig,  efq. 

Chelhire— Thomas  Willis,  of  Svveet- 
enham,  efq. 

Cambridgefliire  and  Huntingdon- 
lhi  re— Thomas  Shepheard,  of 
March,  efq. 

Cornwall — Jofeph  Beauchamp,  of 
Pengreep,  efq. 

Devonlhire — T homas  I^ane,  of  Cof- 
fleet,  efq. 

Dorfetfhire — Ifaac  Sage,  of  Thorn¬ 
hill,  efq. 

1  Derbyshire — John  Radford,  of 
Smalley,  efq. 

Eifex— Robert  Prefton,  of  Wood- 
ford,  efq. 

Gloucederfhir#-  -Giles  Greenaway, 
of  Barrington,  efq. 

Hertford  (hi  re  —  John.  Thomas  Ellis, 
of  Widfall  Hall,  efq. 

Hereford  (hire— James  Walwyn,  of 
Long  worth,  efq. 

j£ent>_Charles  Booth,  of  Steed-hill, 
efq. 

Leiceflerfhire — Charles  Grave  Hud- 

fon,  of  Wanlip,  efq. 

Ran  coin  (hi  re  —  George  William 

Johnfon,  of  Witham  on  the  Hill, 

efo. 
x  * 


M o run outlifhi re- — C h ri tloph .  Cham* 
bre,  of  Llangfoilr,  efq. 

Northumberland — Sir  Fran.  Blake, 
of  F’owbray,  bart. 

Northampton!!}! re— Richard  Kirby, 
of  Fioore,  efq. 

Norfolk — Sir  Thomas  Durrant,  of 
Scottqw,  bart. 

Nouinghamfhire— -Pendock  Neale, 
of  Tollerton,  efq. 

Oxfordfnire- —  Arthur  Annefley,  of 
Bletchingdon,  efq. 

Rutlandfliire — John  Hawkins,  of 

Shropfhire — William  Child,  of  Kin- 
lett,  efq. 

Somerfetfhire  - — Andrew  Guy,  of 
Enmore,  efq. 

Staffordfhire-— John  Edenfor  Heath-* 
cote,  of  Longton,  efq. 

Suffolk—*- John  Wenyeve,  of  Bret- 
ten  ham,  efq, 

Southampton — Sir  John  Carter,  of 
Portfmouth,  knt. 

Surrey-— William  Alderfey,of  Stoke, 
near  Guildfoid,  efq. 

S’uffex— Thomas  Dennett,  of  Afh- 
hurk,  elq, 

Warwickfliire — Jofeph  Boultbee,  of 
Bax  ter  ley,  efq. 

Worcekerfliire— Thomas  Bund,  of 
Wick,  efq. 

Wiltfhire— William  Chafin  Grove,, 
of  Zeals,  efq. 

Yorkshire — Wm,  Danby,  of  Svvin*> 
ton,  efq. 

SOUTH  WALES, 

Brecon  — Edmund  Williams,  of  Ty¬ 
rol  a  wr,  efq. 

Carmarthen — Robert  Banks  Hodg- 
kinfon,  of  Edwinsford,  efq. 

Cardigan — William  Williams,  of 
Cardigan,  efq. 

Glamorgan— John  Richards,  of  E* 
nerglyn,  efq. 

Pembroke*— -John  Protheroe,  of  E*. 
germont,  efq, 

(H  4)  *  Rad- 
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Radnor— rBu  (lie  Shelley,  of  Mi¬ 
ch  aelchurch,  efq. 

north  wales. 

Anglefey— Thomas  Afhton  Smith, 
of  Trefarthyn,  efq. 

Ca  rnarvon  —  Robert  Wynne,  -  of 
Llanerch,  efq. 

Denbigh— -John  Ellis,  of  Eyton,  efq. 
Flint — Thomas  Patton,  of  Flint, 
efq. 

Merioneth— David  Roberts,  of  Bla- 

Liyddol,  efq. 


Montgomery  {hire — Bell  Lloyd,  o' 
Bodfach,  efq. 

February  13,  17  84. 

His  Majefty  in  Council  was  pleafed 
to  appoint  the  following  fheriifs, 
viz. 

t 

Bedford  (hire— William  Goldfmith, 
of  Streatly,  efq. 

Warwickfhire— Francis  Burdett,  of 
Bramcqte,  efq.  in  the  room  oi 
Tofeph  Boultbee,  of  Baxterley? 
efq . 

V  *  V 
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Houfe  of  Commons ,  Javis  27  °  Die  N ovcmbris ,  1783* 
L  ifl  the  Minority  and  Majority  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill  for  *ve fling 
t he  Affairs  of  the  Eafl  India  Compa?iy  in  the  Hands  of  certain  Cotnmiffioners 9 
for  the  Benefit  of  the  Proprietors  and  the  Public ,  brought  into  the  Houfe  by 
the  Right  Honourable  Charles  James  Fox ,  Member  for  Weflminfler ,  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  ;  and  Seconded  by  the  Right  Honourable 
Ford  North ,  Member  for  Banbury  ^  and  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department , 


Again  ft  the  Bill. 


WJ AKE,  fir  W. 
f  f  Vv  hitbread,  Sam. 


Bcdforcjhire* 


Bedford 


Neville,  Re  Aldworth 
Powney,  Pen.  Portlock 
Aubrey,  John 
Archdeckne,  Chaloner 

Grenville,  lion,  W.  W. 
Grenville,  James 
Mahon,  lord 
Grd,  Thomas 
Clayton,  William 


Drake,  William 
Drake,  Wililam,  jun, 
Yorke,  Philip 


Bootle,  Rich.  Wilbrah. 
Grofvenor,  Thomas 

Jervis,  fir  John 
Perceval,  hon.  C.  G. 

Jphnftone,  George 
■JJafcoynej  Bamber 


Berkjbire . 

Reading 

Windfor 

Wallingford 


B  uckinghamjhire , 

Buckingham 

Wycomb 
Aylelbury 
Marlow 

Wendover 

|  Amerfiram 

Cambridgefhi  re* 
Univerfity 
Cambridge 

Chejhire. 

I  Chefter 

Cornwall . 

Launcefton 

Leikeard 

Lefiwithiel 

Truro 

4  ' 


For  the  Bill. 

C  St.  John,  St,  Andrew 
(  Upper  Offory,  earl  of 

{Hartley,  Winch.  Henry 
Elwes,  John 


|  Grenville,  hon.  Thoe 
\  Verney,  earl 


Bacon,  Anthony 

Smith,  Richard 
Smith,  John  Manfell 


Tovvnfhend,  hon.  John. 
Mansfield,  James 
Crewe,  John 


Salt,  Samuel 
Malden,  vifeount 

Againft 
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Again  ft  the  Bill. 


lord 

fenkinfon,  right  hon.  C. 
Cocks,  T.  Somers 
M‘Pherfon,  James 
Pardoe,,  John 


Dawes,  John 
Praed,  William 
Smith,  Abel 


Lowther,  fir  James 
Lowther,  William 
Lowther,  John 
Garforth,  John  Baynes 


Rolle,  John 
Paik>  f.r  Robert 
Boone,  Charles 
Brett,  Charles 


Baring,  John 


Scott,  Thomas 
'  Sykes,  fir  Francis 
Boyd,  John 


Bodmyn 

Boffiney 

Hellion 
Saltafi 
Well  l  oo 

|  Camelford 

Penryn 
Trego  ny 

|  St.  Ives 

3 

St.  Germain’s 

St.  Michael 

Newport 

Cumberland* 

Carlifle 

|  Cockermouth 

Derbyjhire % 

Derby 

Devonjhire . 

|  Afhburton 

Dartmouth  * 
Okehampton 
Ho  niton 
Plymouth 

Beeralfton 

/  , 

Plympton 

Totnefs 

Barnftaple 

Taviftock 

Exeter 

Dorfetjhire . 
Dorchefter 
Lyme 

Weymouth,  &c. 

Bridport 
Shaftefoury 
Warehain ' 


For  the  Bill 
Hunt,  George 
Mafte.rman,  William 
Luttrell,  hon.  H.  Lawes 
Luttrell,  hon.  John 

Cooper,  fir  Grey 


Baffet,  fir  Francis 
Stephenfon,  John 


Long,  Dudley 
j  Hale,  Francis 
(  Hanger,  hon.  William 
i  Maitland,  vifeount 
Fletcher,  fir  Henry 
Surrey,  earl 


C  Curzon,  hon.  Nathf 
\  Cave nd ilh,  lord  George 
{  Coke,  Edward 
1  Cavendifh,  lordG.  H,  A. 


Minehin,  Humphry 
Wilkinfon,  Jacob 
Darby,  George 
Cox,  Lawrence 
j  Payne,  fir  Raph 
(  Stuart,  hon.  James 
j  Brown,  Lancelot 
(  Clerke,  fir  Philip  Jen. 
RafiH,  Francis 
Rigby,  right  bon.  Rich. 
Bampfylde,  firC.W. 

J  Darner,  hon.  George 
£  Ewer,  William 
Fane,  hon.  Henry 
(  Steward,  Gabriel 
£  Elljs,  right  hon.  We  lb, 
Bcckford,  Richard 
Mo*timer,  H.  W, 

Agalrfib 
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Againft  the  Bill® 
Bankes,  Henry 
Bond,  John 
Tempeii,  John 
Duncombe,  Henry 

Penny  man,  fir  James 


Peirfe,  Henry 
Graham,  lord 
Robinfon,  hon.  Fred. 


r 

Corfe  Caftle 

Durham 

j Ebor, 
Aldborough 
Beverly 

Boroughbridge 

Heydon 

Knarefborough 

Malton 

Northallerton 

Richmond 

Rippon 


Galway,  lord 
Wilberforce,  William 

Smyth,  fir  Robert 


Martin,  James 
Apfley,  lord 


Thirfk 

York 

Hull 

EJJex . 
Colchefter 

Harwich 

Gloucejterjhi  re, 
Tewkefbury 
Cirencefier 

Glouceiler 


Harley,  right  hon.  Tho. 
Symons,  fir  Richard 

Scott,  John 

Dimfdale,  baron 


Herefo  rdjhi  re . 
Hereford 
Leomipftej 
Weobly 

Hertfordfbire . 
Hertford 


Honywood,  Filmer 
Mariham,  hon,  Gha? 


Huntlngdonfhire , 
Huntingdon 
Ke?it , 


Roche  fter 


Gipps,  George 
Robinfon,  Charles 


Queenborough 

Maidfione 

Canterbury 

Lancqfbire, 

Lancajfcjr 


For  the  Bill. 


Mellifli,  Charles 
Anderfon,  Evelyn 
J  Ambler,  Charles 
\  Eyre,  Anthony 
Chaytor,  William 
J  Duncannon,  vifcount 
(  Hare,  James 
Burke,  right  hon.  Edm» 

*• 

Fitz  william,  hon.  G. 

C  Gafcoigne,  fir  Tho.  bart. 
{  Thompfon,  Beilby 
Cavendifh,  lord  John 


C  North,  hon.  G.  A. 

£  Robinfon,  John 
Dutton,  James 

j  Barroty,  fir  Charles 
(  Webb,  John 

Scudamore,  John 
Knighy  Rich.  Payne 

Plumer,  William 
Baker,  William 

JHinchinbroke,  vifcount 
Ludlow,  earl 
pallifer,  fir  Hugh 

C  Gregory,  Robert 
l  Flatton,  George  Finch 
\  Frederick,  fir  Charles 
(  Rawlinfon,  fir  Walter 
Taylor,  Clement 


Stanley,  Thomas 
Braddyll,  Wiifon 
Rawlinfon,  Abraham 

Again  fl 


(i*4>  PUB 
Againft  the  Bill, 

Gafcoyne,  B  amber,  jun. 


Foe  hi  n,  William 

/ 

Howard,  lir  George 
Sutton,.  George 

Wilkes,  John 
Lewes,  hr  Watkin 
Wray,  fir  Cecil 

Hopkins,  Richard 
Mackreth,  Robert 
Knightley,  Lucy 
Powys,  Thomas 
Phipps,  James 


Sutton,  John 
Smith,  Robert 


Bradcnell,  G  eo.  Brid? 
Hill,  fir  Richard 
Noel,  Hill 
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Prefton 


} 
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Wigan 

Clitheroe 

Newton 

Leicejlerjhire # 
Leicefier 

Lincolnfkre* 

Stamford 

Grantham 

Bofton 

Grimfby 

Lincoln 


Middlefex , 

London  | 

Weftminfter 

Norfolk. 

Yarmouth  ^ 

Thetford 
C  aft  le  riling 

Northampton/hire * 

Peterborough 

Brackley 

Northampton  | 

Higham  Ferrers 
Northumberland . 

Morpeth 

Berwick 
Nottl  nghamjhire . 
Retford 
Newark 
Nottingham 
Ox  on. 

Oxford 
Univerfiity 
Woodfiock 
Banbury 
Rutlandshire* 


For  the  BilL 
'  Burgoyne,  right  lion,  Jc 
\  Houghton,  fir  Henry 
Rawlinfon,  Henry 
Cotes,  John 
Walpole,  hon,  Horatio 
Lee,  John' 

Lifter,  Thomas 
Davenport,  fir  Thomas 

Grey,  hon.  Booth 
Thorold,  fir  John  * 

Cuft.  Fra.  Cockayne 
Burrell,  fir  Peter 
Eyre,  Francis 
Vyner,  Robert 
Cawthorne,  /»  Fenton 
Byng,  George 
Newnham,  Nathaniel 
Sawbridge,  John 
Fox,  hon.  Cha.  James 
Coke,  Tho.  Will. 
Townfhend,  rt.  hon.  Co 
Walpole,  hon.  Rich. 

Erfkine.,  fir  James 


Benyon,  Richard 
Cafwell,  Timothy 
Lucan,  vifeount 
Rodney,  hon.  George 
Montagu,  right  hon.  FP 

Delme,  Peter 
Storer,  Anthony 
Vaughan,  hon.  John 
Bentinck,  lord  Ed.  ChP 
Amcotts,  Wharton 
Clinton,  fir  Henry 
Coke,  Dan.  Parker 
Spencer,  lord  Charles 
Spencer,  lord  Robert 
Dolben,  fir  William 
Eden,  right  hon.  V7ilL 
North,  lord 


Sal  of 
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Againft  the  Bill. 
Leighton,  lir  Charlt* 
Piilteney,,  William 


Smith,  Samuel,  jitn. 
Muncafter,  lord 
Town  ion,  John 
Tudwav,  Clement 

Pratt,  horn.  John  Jeff. 
Beaufoy,  Henry 
Hammet,  Benjamin 

Thiftleth  waite,.  Rob*-" 


Arden,  Pepper 
Barrington,  John 

Griffin,  fir  John  Griffin 
Sehvyn,  William 


McDonald,  Arch. 
Gilbert,  Thomas 
Rous,  fir  John 
Bsrne,  Same 


Philip fon,  Richard 
Mawbey,  fir  Jofeph 


|  Shrewfbury 

Wenlock 

Ludlow 

Bridge  north 

Bifiops  Caftle 

Somerfetfhire» 

llchefter 

|  Milboura  Port 

}  Wells 
Bridgewater 
Bath 

Minehcad 

Taunton 

Briftol 

Hampjhire. * 
Portfmouth 
Newport 
Yarmouth 

|  Newton 

Lymington 
Chri  ft  church 
Andover 
Whitchurch 

Petersf  eld 

Southampton 

StaffordJJjlrCor 
Stafford 
Tam  worth 
Newcaftle 
Litchfield 

Suffolk* 

Dunwich 

Oxford 

Aldeburgh 

Sudbury 

Eye 

Bury 

Surrey. 

Gat-ton. 


For  the  Bilk 


£  Hodgeman,  fir  Henry 
£  Forrefter,  George 
C  Clive,  lord 
(  Davies,  Somerfet 
Pigot,  Hugh 
j  Clive,  William 
(  Strachey,  Henry 

Cuff,  Peregrine 


Poulett*  hon.  Anne 
Moyfey,  Abel 

Halliday,  John 
Daubeny,  George 
Jervois,  Jerv.  Clerks* 
Erfidne,  hon.  Th©« 
St.  John,  John 
M or  ant,  Edward 


Burrard,  Harry 
Frederick,  fir  John; 

Mid  d  le  ton,  vi  fcoirnt 
Jolliffe,  William 
Jolliffe,  Tho.  Samuel 
Sloane,  Hans 
Lewifham,  vifeount 
Monekton,  hon.  E<L 
Courtenay,  John 

Anfon,  George 

B unbury,  fir  Th.  Ch* 

Beauchamp,  vifeount’ 
Conway,  hon.  K.'S. 
Crefpigny,  Ph.  Ch. 
Fonnereau,  Martin. 
Marriott,  fir  James 

Conway,  H.  S. 

Divers,  fir  Cha. 
Clayton,  fir  Robert 
Lloyd,  Maurice 

Agftinff 
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A  gain  ft  the  Bill. 
Norton,  hon,  Edward 


Thornton,  Henry 
Lenox*  lord  George 


Herbert,  Hen.  Arth. 
Medley,  George 
Kemp,  Thomas 
Steel,  Thomas 
Shuckburgh,  fir  G ,  A.  W. 


Fleming,  fir  h'L  Le 
Lowther,  James 
Pitt,  William 

Bouverie,  hen.  W.  H. 
Townfend,  James 


Kenyon,  Lloyd 
Wraxall,  Nat.  W8 
Pitt,  Thomas 
Burton,  Francis 
Gardiner,  fir  G.  W. 
Bftwick,  Samuel 

Selwyn*  Geo.  Aug. 


Hafiemere 

Bletchingley 

Guildford 
Southwark 
Suffix . 
Horfham 

Branjber 

Mid  hurt! 

E^ft  Grinftead 

Lewes 

Chichefter 

WarvjlckJbire . 

Warwick 

Coventry 

WefimorelancL 

Appleby 

Wilts . 

Salifbury 

Chippenha*i 

Caine 

Cricklade 

Malmlbury 

►  Hindon 

Old  Sarum 
Heytefbury 

[  We  ft  bury 

Wooton  Ballet 
Luggerlhall. 

Downton 

Wofccjlerjhire, 

Evefham 

Droitwich 

Worceiler 

Cinque  Ports • 

Haiti  ngs 
Sandwich 


For  the  BilL 

__  \ 

f  Kenrick,  John 
|  Nichols,  John 
Onflow,  George 
Hotham,  hr  Richard 

Ofborne,  fir  George 
t  Stanhope,  hon.  H* 

I  Gough,  fir  Henry 
Gideon,  fir  Sampfon. 

Pelham,  hoii.  Henry 
Wyndham,  hon.  P*  C* 

J  Greville,  hon.  Ch. 

[  Ladbroke,  Robert 
\  Sheffield,  lord 
£  Conway,  W.  S. 


C  Goddard,  Anib. 

I  Penruddock,  Ch. 
Huffey,  William 
Fludyer,  George 

St.  John,  hon.  G.  R« 
Calvert,  John,  jun. 


St.  John,  Henry 
Melbourne,  lord  vifce 
Conway,  hon.  H.  S. 
Shafto,  Robert 
Foley,  hon.  Edward 
Route,  C.  W.  B. 
Rufhout,  fir  John 
Winnington,  Edward 
Rous*-  Thomas  Bates 

Ord,  John 
Palmerfion,  vifeount 
Stephens,  Philip 
Sutton,  fir  Richard 

Again!! 
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Asrainft  the  Bill. 

o 

Jackfon,  Richard 

Rulkeiey,  lord 
&  f 


Fergufon,  fir  Adam 


Dundas,  Henry 
Dalrymple,  Hugh 


Elliot,  Ed.  J. 
Tenge,  hr  Geo, 


Dover 

Romney 

Rye 

Wales • 
Anglefea 
Brecon 
Cardiff 

Mbntgomeryfhire 

Montgomery 

Hav.erfordweft 

Pembrokefhire 

Pembroke 

Radnorfliire 

Radnor 

Scotland . 


For  the  Bill. 
Henniker,  hr  John 
Dering,  fir  Edward 
Dicken fon,  William 
Onflow,  1  homas 


Gould,  hr  Charles 
Mackworth,  hr  Herbert 
Owen,  William 
Keene,  Whit  died 
Kenhngton,  lord 
Owen,  hr  Hugh 
Owen,  Hugh 
Johnes,  Thomas 
.Lewis,  Edward 


Aberbrothock,  &c. 
Airfhire 
Argylehhre 
Berwickfhire 
Crail,  &c. 

Culrofs,  &c. 
Dumbarton,  &c. 
Dumfries,  &c. 
Edinburghshire 
Fifefhire 
Haddingtonfhire 
Invernefsfliire 
Irvine,  &c. 
Kirirofsfhire 
Linlithgowfbire 
Cromartyhiire 
Orkney  &  Zetland- 
landhiire 
Perthfhire 
Roxburghfhire 
Selkirk,  &c, 
Stirlingfhire 
Stranrawer,  &c. 

Wick,  See, 


Drummond,  Adam 

l 

Campbell,  lord  Fr„ 
Scott,  Hugh 
Anftruther,  John 
Campbell,  James  - 
CrauFurd,  John 
Flerries,  hr  Robert 


Skene,  Robert 


Frazer,  hon.  Arch. 
Edmondftone,  hr  Arch. 
Graham,  George 
Cunyngham,  hr  W. 
Rofs,  George 


i 


Dundas,  Charles 

Murray,  hon.  James 
Elliott,  hr  Gilbert 
Cockburne,  hr  James 
Dundas,  hr  Thomas 
Adam,  William 
Rofs,  Charles 


Tellers. 

St.  Germain’s 
Honiton 

Taviftock  Fitzpatrick,  rt.  hon.  R. 

Stafford  Sheridan,  R.  B. 
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Lift  of  the  Majority  and  Minority  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  upon  the  Bill  for 
nscfiing  the  Affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  the  Hands  of  certaiti 
Qommiffioners,  prefented  at  the  Bar  of  that  Houfe  by  the  Right  Honourable 
Charles  James  Foxy  Secretary  of  State <. 

Monday ,  December  I  go 

S  '  ,  :  -  .  V  --  - 

HOUSE  of  LORDS  on  the  India  Bill,  it  was  moved  to  adjourn. 
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larratlnjc  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Gentlemen  and  Freeholders  of  the 
Comity  of  Middltfex ,  in  the  fuef- 
tion  of  an  Addrefs  to  be  prefented 
to  his  May  fifty  on  the  Change  in 
A  dm  i  n  iftra  tion . 

Monday,  January  19,  and  the 
allowing  days*  the  fubfequent  ad- 
ertifement  appeared  in  moll  of  the 
ublie  papers :  f 

No.  1. 

fo  the  Freeholders  of  the  County 
of  Middlefexa 

Gentlemen, 

In  confequence  of  a  reqiiifition 
nade  to  us,  and  figned  by  many  re- 
pedtable  freeholders  of  the  county 
■f  Middlesex,  “  to  call  a  meeting 
f  the  freeholders  on  Wednefday  or 
1 784^ 


Thurfday  next,  to  corilider  of  an 
humble 'addrefs  to  the  crown  on  the 
critical  fituation  of  the  public  affairs 
of  this  country*”  we  do  appoint  inch 
a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Shep¬ 
herd  and  Shepherdefs,  near  the 
City  Road,  on  Wednefday  next, 
the  2 ill  inllant,  at  twelve  o’clock 
at  noon* 

Barnard  Turner, 
Thomas  Skinner*. 

Sheriffs* 

London,  Jan.  1784. 

No.  XL 

Wednefday,  Jan.  21,  a  numer¬ 
ous  body  of  freeholders  were  con* 
vehed  at  the  Shepherd  and  Shepherd¬ 
efs  in  the  City -Road.  A  little  be¬ 
ll)  fore 
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fore  one  the  fherlfxs  came  into  the 
room,  when  there  was  a  loud  cry 
of  u  Chair,  Chair.”  Miv  Byng 
lirft  addreifed  the  freeholders,  fay¬ 
ing,  that  in  one  point  he  differed 
in  opinion  from  his  worthy  col¬ 
league ;  for  he  did  not  conceive 
that  he  could  difcharge  his  duty  as 
a  member  of  parliament,  if .  he 
adted  in  conformity  to  the  initruc- 
tions  of  his  conifituents,  when 
thofe  mffrudfions  con  trad  idled  the 
didfates  of  his  own  mind  ;  but  he 
ever  had  and  ever  fhould  consider 
himfelf  refpondible  for  his  parlia¬ 
mentary  condudt,  whereas,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  principle  profeiled  by 
his  colleague,  he  (Mr, Wilkes)  threw 
off  all  refponfibility  from  himfelf, 
leaving  his  conifituents  to  bear  the 
weight  of  any  cenfure  that  might 
be  due  to  the  reprefentative.  He 
conceived  that  iirffieient  notice  had 
not  been  given  for  the  fenfe  of  the 
county  to  be  collected  ;  and  added, 
if  ever  he  added,  or  ever  fhould  add, 
inconliifent  with  the  duties  of  his 
public  fiation,  he  lliouid  fubmit  to 
difmiffion  with  all  the  deference 
and  refpedl  due  to  the  opinions  of 
his  worthy  conifituents,.  to  pro¬ 
mote  whole  individual  and  com¬ 
mon  advantage  was.  the  firfb  objedt 
of  his  wifhes. 

Mr.  Byng  was  followed  by  Mr. 
Wilkes.  In  one  point  he  difagreed 
with  his  worthy  colleague  ;■  for  he 
felt  himfelf  bound  implicitly  to 
obey  the  inilrudtions  of  his  confti- 
tuents  ;  it  being  expreffed  in  the 
writ  for  fummoning  parliaments, 
that  the  king  requefls  the  opinions 
of  “  his  people;”  and  by  what¬ 
ever  means  were  in  his  power  he 
fhould  on.  all  occafions  endeavour 
to  colledi  the  fentiments  of  his 
conifituents,  which  he  would  fup- 
port  without  regard  to  the  fug- 
geffions  of  his  own  mind.  The 
meeting  had  been  called  for  the 
pisrpofe  of  agreeing  to  an  addrefs 
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to  his  majefly  on  the  prefent  ardu¬ 
ous  ffate  of  public  affairs — -What 
that  addrefs  fhould  contain,  he 
would  not  prefume  to  hint  at ;  but 
if  agreed  to,  he  fhould  confider  it  as 
his  indilpenfible  duty  to  prefent  it  to 
the  king.- 

Mr.  Townfend  thought  the  free¬ 
holders  had  been  haifily  convened, 
and  on  account  of  the  great  num¬ 
ber  prefent,  propofed  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  to  fome  open  place  :  this  was 
over-ruled,  and  after  a  deal  of  noife 
and  confufion  the  two  fheriffs  were- 
nominated  to  take  the  chair.— Mr* 
fheriff  Skinner  thought  he  had  not 
been  treated  delicately  ;  a  requifi- 
tion  for  the  meeting  was  lent  to  him. 
between  eleven  and  twelve  on  Satur¬ 
day  nightrto  be  inferted  in  four  morn¬ 
ing  papers  of  Monday  and  Tuef- 
day.  He  thought  himfelf  bound 
to  conform,  but  conceiving  the  no¬ 
tice  not-  fufficient,  he  ordered  infec¬ 
tion  in  all  the  evening  papers  ;  and 
inffead  of  four,  in  the  reft  of  the 
morning  papers  ;  but  whether  pro¬ 
per  notice  had  or  had  not  been 
given,  he  would  difcharge  his  duty 
impartially. 

The  queftion  being  loudly  called 
for,  Mm  Robin fon  moved,  that  a. 
committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
an  addrefs  to  ills  majefly.  Upon 
which  the  recorder  of  the  city  came 
on  the  table,  and  laid,  that  though 
a  committee  had  been  moved  for, 
to  prepare  an  addrefs,  it  had  not 
been  decided  that  any  addrefs  was 
neceflary  ;  and  after  being  repeat¬ 
edly  called  upon  for  that  purpose, 
he  moved,  that  an  addrefs  fhould 
be  prefented  on  the  prefent  arduous 
and  critical  flate  of  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Skinner  obferved,  that  it  be¬ 
came  the  parties  wrho  had  figned 
the  requifition  to  the  fheriffs,  to 
Hand  forth,  and  avow  their  reafons 
for  convening  the  freeholders  ;  in 
confequence  of  which  the  names  of 
the  ten  perfons,  who  had  affixed 

their 
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their  denatures,  were  defired  to  be 
called  over.  Two  lids  of  commit¬ 
tees  for  preparing  the  addrefs,  were 
how  prefented  to  the  (heriffs,  that 
they  might  take  the  fenfe  of  the 
alfembly,  as  to  which  fhould  be 
adopted.  One  was  formed  by  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Byng,  and  confided 
of  Mr,  recorder  of  London,  Mr. 
Briton  of  Enfield ,  and  three  other 
gentlemen.  The  other  confided  of 
gentlemen,  whofe  political  opinions 
were  of  a  different  damp,  and  whole 
addrefs  would  have  been  of  a  ten* 
deney  fimilar  to  that  of  the  city  of 
London.  The  die  riffs  now  put  the 
quedion  for  the  former  addrefs,  and 
declared  the  fiiew  of  hands  to  be  in 
its  favour.  It  is  as  follows  : 

“  We,  your  majedy’s  dutiful  and 
loyal  fubjetts,  freeholders  of  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  aifure  your 
rnajedy  of  our  mod  cordial  attach¬ 
ment  to  your  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment,  and  our  reverence  for  the 
conditution  as  edablifhed  at  the 
glorious  revolution. 

iC'  We  cannot  reflect  on  the  very 
peculiar  fituation  of  the  country,  at 
the  prefent  moment,  and  the  me¬ 
lancholy  date  of  the  national  debt, 
without  reprefenting  the  necedity 
that  appears  for  the  mod  diligent 
and  active  endeavours  of  thofe 
whom  your  rnajedy  fhall think  pro¬ 
per  to  entrud  with  the  conduct  of 
the  public  affairs,  to  relieve  the 
one  and  to  redore  the  other  ;  but 
we  mud  defpair  of  feeing  their  tu¬ 
rned  exertions  attended  with  the 
lead  fuccefs,  unlefs  they  are  affid- 
ed  and  promoted  by  the  co-opera¬ 
tion  of  your  parliament. 

u  Therefore  confidering  it  as  the 
bed  pledge  we  can  give  of  our  af¬ 
fection  and  loyalty  to  your  rnajedy, 
we  mod  humbly  implore  your  ma- 
■  jetty  to  appoint  fuch  an  ad  m  unit  ra¬ 
tion  as  may  poffefs  the  confidence 
of  your  parliament  and  the  public  ; 
that  by  the  means  of  their  united 
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efforts,  fuch  meafures  may  be  pur« 
fued  as  may  tend  effectually  to  eda- 
blilh  the  glory  and  happinefs  of 
your  majedy’s  reign,  and  perma¬ 
nently  fecure  the  true  intereds  of 
all  your  dominions.” 


No.  III. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 

Freeholders  of  the  county  of 

Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 

It  having  been  fignified  to  us  in 
writing  by  upwards  of  one  hundred 
refpedtable  freeholders,  that  i 4  the 
room  in  which  the  late  county 
meeting  was  held  was  not  fuffici- 
ently  large  to  admit  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  freeholders  who  came  there 
to  give  their  voice:” 

We  therefore,  in  compliance 
with  the  requed  now  made  to  us, 
do  appoint  a  general  meeting  of  the 
freeholders  of  this  county,  to  be 
held  on  Thurfday  next,  the  19th 
inllant,  at  twelve  o’clock  at  noon 
preeifely,  at  the  New  County-hall 
at  Clerkenweli-Green. 

We  arc,  Gentlemen, 

Your  mod  humble  fervarits, 

B*h*,d  To.ni‘.,|  sheriffs. 

I  homas  Skinner,  3 

Sheriff’s-  Office,  Middlefex, 

Feb.  13,  1784. 


No.  IV. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  freeholders 
of  the  county  of  Middlefex,  held 
on  Thurfday  the  19th  of  February, 
1784,  at  the  Mermaid,  at  Hack* 
ney,  by  repeated  public  advertile* 
merits  from  the  fheriffs,  an  addrefs 
was  read  and  propofed  by  Mr. 
Horne  Tooke,  which  being  fecond- 
ed,  the  quedion  was  put  thereupon, 
and  carried  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and 
feconded,  to  adjourn,  which,  upon 
a  divifion,  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Mainwaring  then  propofed 
and  read  an  addrefs  to  his  rnajedy, 
(I  2)  which 
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which  being  feconded,  palled  in  the 
affirmative,  by  a  confiderable  ma¬ 
jority* 

A  motion  was  then  made,  and  fe- 
conded,  that  this  addrefs  be  fairly 
tranfcribed,  figned  by  the  flier  iffe, 
and  delivered  by  them  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  for  the  county,  to  be  prefen  ted 
to  his  majedy,  which  was  carried  in 
the  affirmative  by  a  great  majority. 

The  meeting  then  came  to  the 
following  refolutions  : 

Refol  ved,  by  a  very  confider¬ 
able  majority,  That  the  endeavours 
of  the  late  minifters,  and  their  ad¬ 
herents,  to  impede  the  bulinefs  of 
the  nation  for  fome  weeks  pad,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  founded  on  pri¬ 
vate,  intereded  and  factious  mo¬ 
tives,  and  not  in  public  principles. 

Relolved,  by  p  very  confiderable 
majority,  That  ‘his  majedy  in  his 
wifdom  and  judice,  having  been 
pleaded  to  remove  his  late  minifters, 
the  attempt  to  condraih  him  to  re- 
dore  them  to  office,  is  an  encroach¬ 
ment  on  the  jud  and  legal  prero¬ 
gative,  of  the  crown,  and  appears 
to  be  contrary  to  the  unanimous 
ienfe  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

Relolved,  by  a  very  great  ma¬ 
jority,  That  the  reprefentatives  of 
this  county  in  parliament  be  in¬ 
fir  lifted  drenuoufly  to  oppofe  every 
encroachment  on  the  jud  and  fair 
prerogatives  of  the  crown,  no  lefs 
than  the  inalienable  rights  and  li¬ 
berties  of  the  people,  to  preferve 
the  equal  balance  of  power,  fo 
wifely  edabliffied  by  the  conditu- 
tion,  among  the  three  branches  of 
the  leg-filature,  and  to  carry  on 
with  immediate  and  unremitted  di¬ 
ligence  and  difpatch,  the  great  na¬ 
tional  bufinefs  now  depending  in 
parliament,  particularly  that  of  the 
Supplies,  fo  effentially  neceffary  to 
the  fupport  of  all  government,  and 
the  preiervation  of  public  credit. 

Refolved,  unanimouily,.  That 
we  will  unremittingly  perfevere  in 


our  ekertions  to  procure  an  efFedhia! 
and  fubftantial  reform  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  in  order  that  the  commons 
houfe  of  parliament  may  have  a 
common  filtered  with,  and  may 
i'peak  the  voice  of  the  people. 

Refolved,  by  a  very  great  majo¬ 
rity,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meet¬ 
ing  be  given  to  John  Wilkes,  efq. 
for  his  manly  and  uniform  condud't 
in  parliament,  and  in  particular  in 
his  oppofition  to  the  Ead-India 
Reform  Bill,  and  alfo  to  the  Re¬ 
ceipt  A <51,  and  that  he  be  requeded 
to  ufe  his  utmod  endeavours  for  a 
more  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people,  and  for  fhortening  the  du¬ 
ration  of  parliaments. 

Refolved,  unanimouily,  That 
the  thanks  of  the  meeting  be  given, 
to  the  fheriffs,  for  their  fair  and  im¬ 
partial  conduct  in  this  meeting. 

Refolved,  That  the  proceedings 
of  this  meeting  be  inferted  in  the 
public  papers,  figned  by  the  filer  fit  s„ 
Barnard  Turner, 
Thomas  Skinner. 


Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  VAeji  - 
minfier ,  in  the  fuefiion  of  an  Ad* 
drefs  to  be  prefcntcd  to  his  Majefy 
on  the  Change  in  Adminif  ration* 

On  Monday,  Feb.  7,  an  addrefs 
was  prefented  to  the  king,  purport¬ 
ing  to  be  the  addrefs  of  the  dean, 
deward,  burgedes,  &c.  of  Wed- 
minder,  and  thanking  his  majedy 
for  the  removal  of  his  late  m finders* 
This  addrefs  was  figned  by.  2834 
perfons.  It  was  animadverted  on 
in  the  following  advertifement. 

No.  I.  J 

At  a  numerous  and  refpeclable 
meeting  of  the  electors  of  Wed- 
minder,  adembled  at  the  Shake- 
fpear  tavern,:  Covent-Garden,  on 
Thuplday,  Feb. .5*  1784. 


Thq- 
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Thomas  Byron,  efq.  in  the  chair. 

The  following  relolutions  were 
propoled  and  palled  unanimoufly V 
Relolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion, 
of  this  meeting,  that  any  addrefs, 
affirming  fignatures  without  the 
exprefs  confent  of  the  parties,  or 
obtained  by  private  folicitation, 
without  public  notice,  is  contrary 
to  the  uiual  open  and  conftitutional 
mode  of  addrefling  the  crown,  and 
an  impofition  on  the  country. 

Relolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion 
of  this  meeting,  that  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  conduit  of  the  right  hon. 
Charles  [  ames  Fox  has  been  con- 
fonant  to  the  practice  and  principles 
as  eitablilhed  at  the  glorious  revo¬ 
lution,  and  fuch  as  to  entitle  him 
to  the  continuance  and  perfect 
efteem  and  confidence  of  his  confti- 
tuents. 

Thomas  Byron,  Chairman. 

This  advertifement  was  immedi¬ 
ately  followed  up  by  an  invitation 
of  the  debtors  of  Wefiminfter  to  a 
general  meeting  in  Weftminfter- 
hall,  on  Tuefday,  Feb.  io.  The 
fubiequent  advertifement  appeared 
by  wgy  of  rejoinder. 

No.  II. 

Feb.  7. 

To  the  worthy  and  independent 
Elebtors  of  the  City  and  Liber¬ 
ties  of  Wefiminfter. 

The  friends  of  Public  Liberty 
are  earnefily  requefted  to  come  for¬ 
ward  on  Tuefday  next,  and  by  at¬ 
tending  the  general  meeting  in 
Weftminfter-hall,  at  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon,  prevent  any  im¬ 
proper  advantage  being  taken  by  a 
defperate  and  degraded  faction,  and 
like  men  who  are  determined  to 
fupport  their  own,  independence, 
refill  an  addrefs  cxprelsly  contra¬ 
dictory  to  their  own  free  fentiments 
and  the  general  voice  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  W eftminfter, 
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No.  III. 

C;  eneral  Meeting  of  the  Electors 
of  Wefiminfter. 

The  fittings  of  the  courts  of  juf- 
tice  having  made  it  neceffary  to 
pofipone  the  meeting  of  the  elec¬ 
tors  of  Wefiminfter,  as  originally 
propoled  for  to-morrow,  the  10th 
inftant,  notice  is  hereby  given,  that 
the  laid  meeting  will  be  held  on  Sa¬ 
turday  next,  the  14th  inftant,  (be- 
ing  the  firft  day  on  which  the  hall 
will  be  difengaged)  when  the  inde¬ 
pendent  electors  are  requefted  to 
attend,  in  order  to  conlider  of  an 
humble  addrefs  to  his  majefty  on 
the  prefent  critical  fituation  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs. 

Feb.  9,  Thomas  Byron, 

I7^4*  Chairman. 

No.  IV. 

Monday,  Feb.  9,  1784. 
To  the  worthy  and  independant 
Electors  of  Wefiminfter^ 
Gentlemen, 

7  he  moment  the  refolves  of  the 
meeting  at  the  Shakfpeare,  on 
Thurfday  night  laid,  were  made 
known,  many  debtors  of  Wefimin¬ 
fter  who  had  taken  an  abtive  part  in 
the  late  addrefs  to  bis  majefty,  de¬ 
termined  to  attend  the  meeting  call¬ 
ed  for  to-morrow  in  Weftminfter- 
hall,  in  order  to  avow  and  juftify 
every  ftep  they  had  taken  in  that 
bu  finds. 

In  confequence  of  a  miftake  ber 
ing  difeovered,  the  chairman  of  the 
Shakfpeare  meeting  has  revoked 
the  invitation  for  to-morrow,  in¬ 
tending  to  fix  on  forne  other  place, 
or  to  put  it  oft'  to  a  later  day. 

This,  it  is  trufted,  will  not  pre¬ 
vent  the  debtors  of  Wefiminfter 
from  meeting  in  the  Court  <  f  Re- 
quefts,  Weftminfter-hall,  to-mor¬ 
row,  the  icth  inftant,  by  half  after 
eleven,  in  order  publicly  and  tern* 
perately  to  conlider  of  meafures 
(l  3)  pro- 


(i34)  PUBLIC 

proper  to  be  taken  in  the  prefect 
unhappy  fituation  of  affairs. 

Many  Electors  of  Weftminfter, 

No.  Y. 

To  the  worthy  Eleftors  of  the  City 
of  Weftminfter. 

As  it  appears  to  be  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  friends  to  the  general 
meeting  of  the  electors  of  Weft- 
minfter,  to  be  held  fairly  and 
openly  in  Weif minder-hall,  on  Sa¬ 
turday  next,  at  twelve  o’clock,  to 
take  no  notice  of  the  fcurrilous  and 
inflammatory  hand-bills,  circulated 
by  the  fupporters  of  the  late  ad- 
drefs  from  the  high  fteward  and 
court  of  burgefies,  an  impartial 
eledlor  deiires  only  to  draw  the  atr 
tention  of  the  candid  and  indepen¬ 
dent  inhabitants  of  this  city  to  the 
different  conduct  of  the  two  par¬ 
ties.  By  one  fide,  a  general  and 
public  meeting,  agreeable  to  the 
ufage  and  practice  in  this  city,  is 
appealed  to,  and  the  fir  ft  day  on 
which  Weftminfter-hall  can  be  had 
(the  only  proper  place  for  fuch  a 
meeting)  is  fixed  on.  By  the  other 
fide,  a  new  and  extraordinary  de¬ 
vice  is  p radii  fed,  of  privately  voting 
an  addrefs  from  the  high  fteward  of 
Weftminfter,  the  dean,  and  a  cer¬ 
tain  court  of  burgelfes,  who,  or 
what  they  are,  no  man  knows !  On 
one  fide  again  we  hear  of  no  vio¬ 
lence  in  the  proceeding,  but  on  the 
contrary,  a  decent  jx nd  refpedfful 
advertisement,  '  calling  impartially 
on  ail  the  eledlors,  is  put  forth,  and 
every  thing  is  done,  at  the  meeting 
where  it  originates,  to  difccurage 
tumult,  and  to  prated!  from  infult 
thofe  who  differ  in  opinion  from 
that  meeting.  On  the  other  fide, 
a  partial  and  anonymous  meet¬ 
ing  is  attempted  to  be  obtained  by 
a  trick  in  the  Court  of  Requefts ; 
the  rood  abufive  and  inflammatory 
hand-bills  are  fent  about,  and  the 
declared  objecf  is,  that  a  fmiiggled 
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addrefs,  obtained  by  private  ma¬ 
nagement,  fliall  be  fupported  by 
diredt  and  open  tumult.  It  would 
be  an  affront  to  the  good  fenie  of 
the  eledfors  of  Weftminfter,  to  afk 
which  party  proceeds  in  the  faireft 
manner,  or  on  which  fide  there 
feems  a  confcioufnefs  of  a  rotten 
caufe  ? 

An  Impartial  Eledtor, 

Feb.  io,  1784, 

It  is  almoft  unneceffiry  to  cau¬ 
tion  the  friends  to  Mr.  Fox,  or 
thofe  who  defire  a  fair  general  meet¬ 
ing  in  Weftminfterdiall,  not  to  at¬ 
tend  an  anonymous  call  in  the 
Court  of  Requefts  this  day*  addreff- 
ed  only  to  .the  fupporters  of  the 
late  addrefs. 

On  Tuefday,  Feb.  10,  a  confi- 
derable  number  of  perfons  being 
aflembled  in  the  Court  of  Requefts, 
fir  Cecil  Wray  was  placed  in  the 
chair,  and  commenced  the  bufineis 
with  a  declaration  of  his  conduct 
in  parliament,  and  hoped  it  had 
merited  their  approbation  ;  this  de¬ 
claration  was  received  with  the 
greateft  applaufe,  and  every  tefti- 
mony  that  was  due  to  the  exem¬ 
plary  condudfc  of  their  worthy  re- 
prefentative. 

Lord  Mahon  opened  the  bufmefs 
with  an  able  fpeech,  in  which  he 
entered  largely  into  the  merits 
of  the  prefent  adminiftration,  dif- 
cuffed  the  condudl  of  the  late  mb 
nifters  with  regard  to  the  receipt- 
tax  and  the  Eaft-India  bill ;  his 
lordfhip  declared  he  had  been  uni¬ 
formly  againft  the  American  war, 
and  joined  in  the  oppofition  which 
had  been  fuccefsful  againft  lord 
North’s  adminiftration  ;  his  lord- 
fliip  faid,  he  could  not  conceive  the 
propriety  or  confiftency  of  voting 
a  minifter  out  one  day  and  joining 
with  him  the  next,  and  reprobated 
the  coalition  in  the  fevereft  man¬ 
ner, 
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trier,  which  was  received  with  ge¬ 
neral  approbation  ;  he  then  recom¬ 
mended  it  to  the  people  to  agree  to 
an  addrefs,  precifely  in  the  fame 
form  with  that  which  had  been  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefty,  and  ligned 
by  2834  perfons  ;  that  the  common 
cauie  of  this  country  was  involved 
in  the  fupport  of  the  prefent  admi- 
tiilfration,  and  hoped  it  would  meet 
with  general  approbation.  He  was 
Xeconded  by  fir  Robert  Smyth,  bait. 

Lord  Mountmorres  fpoke  for -a 
eonliderable  time  with  great  energy, 
and  was  heard  with  the  great  eft  at¬ 
tention.  His  lordlhip  declared  that 
the  people  of  Ireland  had  but  one 
voice  ;  and  that  was,  to  fupport 
the  father  of  his  people  in  the 
maintenance  of  his  juft  prerogatives 
again  ft  the  invaders  of  the  Britifh 
-conftitution. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  .then  read  the  ad¬ 
drefs,  and  upon  a  final!  clamour 
ariftng  from  thofe  who  were  juft 
come  into  the  court  of  Requefts, 
he  very  iuftiy  obferved,  that  he 
hoped,  if  any  diveriity  of  opinion 
prevailed,  that  they  would  condudt 
themfelves  with  temper  and  pro¬ 
priety,  without  warmth  or  infult  ; 
that  that  language  was  only  be¬ 
coming  the  Shakfpeare. 

The  addrefs  was  approved  of -with 
a  very  few  diftentient  voices,. 

Lord  Mahon  then  moved  five 
refoiutions  :  approving  the  conduct 
of  hr  Cecil  Wray ;  appointing 
him  to  prefent  the  addrefs  •  adding 
certain  names  to  the  Weftminfter 
committee  ;  and  recommending  a 
parliamentary  reform. 

The  laft  refolution  moved  by  lord 
Mahon  was  to  defire  the  early  at¬ 
tendance  of  the  electors  in  Weft- 
minder-hall,  on  Saturday  next. 

(No.  VI.) 

At  a  very  numerous  and  moft 
•relpeftable  public  meeting  of  the 
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eledlors  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Weftminfter,  h olden  (in  purfuance 
of  a  public  advertifement)  this  10th 
day  of  February,  1784,  in  the 
court  of  Requefts  in  Weftminfter- 
hall, 

Sir  Cecil  Wray,  bart.  in  the 
chair. 

1  ft,  Refolved,  (with  lefs  than 
ten  diflentients)  That  the  following 
addrefs  to  his  majefty  (moved  by 
lord  vifeount  Mahon,  and  feconded 
by  hr  Robert  Smyth,  bart.)  be 
approved  of  by  this  meeting  : 

44  To  the  king’s  moft  excellent 

majefty. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  elec¬ 
tors  of  the  city  and  liberties  of 
Weftminfter. 

44  Moft  gracious  fovereign, 
a  We  your  majefty ’s  moft  duti¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  elediors 
of  the  city  and  liberties  of  Weft¬ 
minfter,  beg  leave  to  approach  your 
throne  with  the  moft  zealous  affur- 
ances  of  loyalty  to  your  perfon, 
family,  and  government. 

4‘  It  was  with  the  utmoft  con¬ 
cern  that  we  beheld  an  attempt  made 
by  your  majefty ’s  late  minifters,  to 
deprive  a  great  commercial  com¬ 
pany  of  their  chartered  rights  by 
the  bill  brought  into  parliament, 
which,  had  it  palled  into  a  law, 
would  have  been  a  dangerous  pre¬ 
cedent,  and  created  a  new  execu¬ 
tive  power  unknown  to  the  confti- 
tution  of  this  country. 

44  We  -moft  ftncerely  .thank  your 
majefty  for  the  difmiffion  of  thole 
minifters  from  their  employments, 
and  allure  your  majefty,  that  we 
have  great  confidence  in  ’the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion,  and  that  whilft  they  purfue 
meafures  .conducive  to  the  honour 
of  the  crown  and  the  true  interefts 
of  their  country,  they  may  fafely 
rely  ©n  the  fupport  of  the  people.” 

(I  H  2d*  Re- 
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2d.  Refolved,  (with  lefs  than 
fen  diffentients,)  That  the  cordial 
thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
fir  Cecil  Wray,  bait,  onr  worthy 
reprefentative,  tor  his  fteady,  uni¬ 
form,  upright  and  patriotic  con¬ 
duct  in  parliament,  and  that  he  be 
requefted  to  prefent  the  addrels  of 
the  debtors  of  Weftminfter  to  his 

t* 

jnajefty, 

3d.  Refolved,  (with  lefs  than  ten 
diffentients).  That  the  Weftminfter 
committee  be  continued,  and  have 
full  power  to  make  all  regulations 
relative  to  the  fame  5  and  that  the 
following  perfons  be  added  to  the 
committee. 

(The  names  of  one  hundred  per¬ 
fons  were  then  read,  and  unanim- 
oufly  approved  of.) 

4th.  Refolved,  (unanimoufly,) 
That  w,e  will  unremittingly  perfe- 
ivere  in  our  exertions  to  procure  an 
effePual  and  fub  Randal  reform  of 
parliament,  in  order  that  the  com¬ 
mons  houfe  of  parliament  may 
have  a  common  interelf  with,  and 
may  (peak  the  voice  of  the  people. 

5  tin  Refolved  (unanimoufly), 
That  this  meeting  be  adjourned  to 
W e it m iiilfer- h all,  to  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing  next. 

Qe oil  Wr ay,  Chairman. 
No.  vri. 

To  the  Independent  I:  leftprs  of 
Weftminfter. 

•  The  very  numerous  and  refpedf- 
able  public  meeting,  held  on  Tuef- 
day  laft,  at  the  Court  of  Requefts, 
having  come  to  feveral  important 
refolutlons  (which  have  fince  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  public  papers)  and 
having  adjourned  to  Saturday  next 
(to-morrow)  the  14  th  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  inftant,  to  meet  in  Weft- 
minfter-hall: 

5 

The  eledors  are  earneflly  re¬ 
quefted  to  attend  at  Weftminfter- 
habj  early  in  the  forenoon,  to-mor¬ 


row,  in  order  to  fupport  the  true 
and  genuine  fenfe  or  the  people, 
expreifed  in  thofe  proceedings  with 
firmnefs  and  moderation. 

As  your  worthy  reprefentative, 
fir  Cecil  Wray,  was  called  to  the 
chair  in  the  court  of  Requefls, 
would  it  not  be  right  and  proper 
to  call  him  again  to  the  chair  in 
W eftminfter-hali  ? 

Feb.  1?. 

'  ^  ^ 

Early  on  Saturday  morning,  an 
immerife  number  of  debtors  affem- 
bled  in  W e ft m i n lie i> hall,  purfuant: 
to  notice  given  in  the  public  prints* 
By  twelve  o 5 clock  the  hall  was 
nearly  full,  and  if  is  fuppofed  ten 
th 011  land  perfons  were  prefent.  Mr, 
Fox  then  made  his  appearance,  ac? 
comp  mied  by  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
paid  Fitzwilliam,  lord  Maiden,  lord 
Ludlow,  Mr.  Crewe,  Mr.  Lifter, 
general  Burgoyne,  Mr,  Fitzpatrick, 
Mr.  Byng,  Mr.  Burke,  the  hop, 
Mr.  St.  Jqhn,  captain  Byron,  Mr, 
Sheridan,  Mr.  Houfe,  &c.  &c.  &c, 
Mr.  Fox  at  his  entrance  was  re** 
ceived  with  the  loudeft  applaufe.  Sir 
Cecil  Wray  next  appeared,  attended 
by  lord  Mahon,  lord  Mountniorres, 
Fir.  Jebb,  &c,  &c.  and  was  faluted 
with  loud  and  repeated  acclama¬ 
tions.  After  fome  time,  Mr.  Fox 
appeared  in  the  front  of  the  huft- 
ings,  fupported  on  one  fide  by  Mr. 
Byng,  the  member  for  Middlefex, 
on  the  other,  by  Mr.  Byron,  who 
had  called  the  meeting.  Repeated 
fiurfts  of  applaufe,  and  the  fliew 
of  hats,  feemed  for  a  time  to  pro- 
mife  a  little  order,  as  the  adverfa- 
ries  of  Mr.  Fox  were  evidently  dif- 
pirited  and  finking ;  when  lord 
Mahon,  forcing  his  way  to  the 
high  railing  that  furrounds  the 
court  of  Common-Pleas,  and  (land¬ 
ing  on  the  top  of  them  waved  his 
hat  with  the  molt  violent  gefticula- 
tions,  This  operated  as  a  ftgnal  to 
his  adherents®  A  fet  of  ill-looking 

fellows 


PUBLIC 


fellows  rufhed  on  to  the  huttings, 
tore  it  up  with  their  hands,  and 
with  every  a£t  of  violence  and  out¬ 
rage,  raifed  fuch  a  clamour  and 
uproar,  as  rendered  it  impoffible  for 
Mr.  Fox  to  be  heard.  One  of  them 
flung  at  the  head  or  Mr.  Fox  a 
ball,  whofe  villainous  ingredients 
may  be  eafily  inferred,  from  the 
effects  it  produced  upon  every  indi¬ 
vidual,  within  the  reach  of  its  noxi¬ 
ous  influence.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Fox,  plainly  perceiving  that  he 
would  not  be  heard,  and  well 
knowing  that  in  the  war  of  tumult, 
lungs,  not  reafon,  mu  ft  prevail, 
called  upon  Hr  Cecil  Wray  to  di- 
vide  the  afiembly,  as  the  only  pof- 
fible  means  to  afcertain  the  num¬ 
bers,  beyond  the  power  of  cavil  or 
impofition.  This  propofal  was 
confented  to,  and  Mr.  Fox  adjourn¬ 
ed  to  Palace-yard,  followed  by  a 
coniiderable  number  of  electors,  and 
leaving  the  pofleflion  of  the  hall  to 
the  friends  of  adminiftration. 

Mr.  Fox  took  the  opportunity  of 
addrefling  the  numerous  and  ref- 
pechible  body  of  his  conftituents, 
who  had  accompanied  him  Iroirt 
the  hall,  and  were  affembled  in  Old 
Palace-yard,  from  a  window  in  the 
King’s- Arms,  He  was  heard  with 
the  moft  relpeCtful  attention,  at¬ 
tended  with  repeated  marks  of  ap- 
plaufe  and .  approbation.  After 
which  the  horfes  were  taken  from 
bis  chariot,  which  was  drawn  by 
the  people  from  the  KingVArms 
to  Devonfliire-houfe,  attended  by 
multitudes  of  people  of  all  ranks. 
In  palling  through  Pall-Mall,  they 
flopped  a  few  minutes  oppofite  to 
Carlton-houfe,  where  they  rent  the 
air  with  repeated  acclamations. 

The  proceflion  was  graced  by  the 
appearance  of  many  ladies  at  the 
windows  in  ail  the  flreets,  through 
which  they  pa  fled,  who  waved  their 
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handkerchiefs  in  token  of  approba¬ 
tion. 

No.  VIII. 

General  meeting  of  the  electors  of 
Weflmmfter. 

Feb. 14,  1784. 

At  a  moft  numerous  meeting  of 
the  electors,  of  Wcftminfter,  held 
this  day  in  Weftminfler-hall,  the 
right  hon.  Charles  James  Fox  hav¬ 
ing  been  called  to  the  chair, 

The  following  refolution  and  ad- 
drefs  were  carried  upon  a  fliew  of 
hands,  by  a  majority  of  at  ieafl  Six 
to  One. 

Refolved,  That  this  meeting  will 
unremittingly  perfevere  in  all  legal 
and  conftitutional  endeavours,  to 
obtain  a  more  adequate  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  people  in  the  commons 
houfe  of  parliament,  which  im¬ 
portant  branch  of  the  legiflature 
the  people  mint  ever  regard  as  the 
natural  guardian  of  their  unalien¬ 
able  rights,  and  the  independence 
of  which  is  abfolutely  eflential  to 
the  prefervation  of  the  conili  ra¬ 
tion,  as  eftabliftied  by  the  glorious 
revolution. 

Refolved,  That  the  following 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  maje fly¬ 
by  the  hon.  Air.  Fox. 

We  your  majefly’s  moil  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedls,  the  electors  qf 
the  city  of  Weflminfleiq  whole 
names  are  hereunto  fubferibed,  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  throne  with 
the  moft  unfeigned  attachment  to 
your  facred  perfon,  and  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  your  royal  family. 

To  allure  your  majefty,  that  we 
will  ufe  our  utipoft  endeavours  to 
promote  that  unanimity  fo  eflential 
to  the  public  welfare  in  the  prefeat 
critical  fituation  of  affairs. 

And  as  we  have  always  regarded 
the  commons  houfe  of  parliament, 
as  the  natural  guardian  of  our  un-r 
alienable  rights,  we  Ipupbly  hope 

thgt 
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■that  whatever  minifters  your  ma- 
jefty  may,  in  your  wifdom,  call  to 
the  high  polls  of  government,  will 
hold  the  fenfe  of  that  houfe  in  the 
fame  refpecl  as  their  predecefTors  in 
^office  have  done  from  the  asra  of  the 
glorious  revolution,  to  the  prefect- 
period  • 

That  your  inajefly  may'  long 
feign  in  the  hearts  of  a  happy  and 
■united  people,  is  the  prayer  of  your 
faithful  fubjeds. 

Refolved,  that  this  meeting 
now  adjourn. 

C.  J.  Fox,  Chairman, 

No.  IX. 

Westminster  Meeting. 

Feb.  14,  1 7  84. 

At  a  very  numerous  and  mail 
refpedable  meeting  of  the  eledors 
•of  Weftminller,  held  this  day  in 
Weftminfter-hall,  the  huttings  that 
had  been  ill  ereded  by  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Fox,  near  the  heps  of  the 
court  of  Common-Pleas,  broke 
down,  which  prevented  the  chair 
being  taken  fo  foon  as  otherwife  it 
would  have  been. 

Lord  Mahon  was  then  carried  in 
triumph  to  the  oppolite  fide  of  the 
hall,  on  the  fhoulders  of  the  elec¬ 
tors,  where  his  lordfhip  moved  the 
following  refolution  :  which  being 
printed  in  very  large  capitals,  on  a 
wide  fheet  of  parchment,  was  held 
up  by  him,  and  was  diftindly  feen 
from  every  part  of  the  hall.  The 
refolution  was  as  follows,  and*  be¬ 
ing  feconded,  was  carried  by  a  pro¬ 
digious  majority,  viz. 

Refolved,  That  this  meeting  do 
adopt  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
public  meeting  held  at  the  Court  of 
Requells,  on  Tuefday  laft. 

Lord  Mahon  was  then  carried 
(as  above)  to  the  Heps  leading  to 
the  court  of  Chancery  and  King’s- 
bench,  where  the  faid  Refolution 
■$ras  again  msved  by  his  lordfhip, 
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feconded  and  carried  by  $,  frill  more 
conftderable  majority. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  was  then  called 
to  the  chair  at  the  laft  mentioned 
place,  and  the  following  refolutions 
were  then  meved,  feconded,  and 
all  carried,  with  very  few  diffen- 
tients,  The  fecond^  ,third#  and 
fourth  refolution-,  were  moved  by 
Dr.  Jebb,  and  feconded  by  lord 
Mountmorres. 

Refolved,  ftrftly,  That  this  meet¬ 
ing  do  approvd  cf  and  confirm  the 
addrefs  to  his  majefty,  which  wat 
agreed  upon  in  the  Court  of  Re« 
quells,  Weftminfter-hall,  on  Tuef¬ 
day  laft. 

Secondly,  That  the  coalition 
formed  between  the  right  honour¬ 
able  Charles  James  Fox,  and  the 
right  hon.  lord  North,  was  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  caufe  of  freedom  and 
of  public  virtue,  and  that  the  con- 
dud:  of  the  confequent  adminiftra- 
tion  was  highly  detrimental  to  the 
interefts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land. 

Thirdly.,  That  k  is  eiTential  to 
the  caufe  of  public  freedom,  that 
all  ranks  and  orders  of  men,  fhould 
unite  and  affociate  in  favour  of  a 
fubftantial  reform  in  the  reprefen - 
tation  of  the  commons,  and  that 
this,  or  any  adminiftration,  will 
deferve  the  fupport  and  confidence 
of  the  country,  in  proportion  to 
the  zeal  with  which  they  fhall  bring 
forward,  and  endeavour  to  carry 
into  effed,  that  falutary  meafure. 

Fourthly,  That  the  parliament¬ 
ary  condud  of  hr  Cecil  Wray,  bart. 
has  ever  been  honourable  to  him- 
felf,  as  well  as  beneficial  to  his 
country-— that  he  is  entitled  to  the 
warmeit  gratitude  of  his  condim¬ 
ents,  and  in  the  higheft  degree  de- 
ferving  of  their  future  confidence 
and  fupport. 

Fifthly.  (On  the  motion  of  the 
right  hon,  lord  Ongley,  which 
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was  feconded  by  the  right  hon. 
lord  Mountmorres)  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved, 

That  thofe  men  who  fhall,  at 
this  period,  endeavour  to  obftrubt 
the  neceffary  bufinefs  of  the  nation, 
ought  to  be  coniidcred  as  enemies 
to  their  country. 

Sixthly,  Refolved,  (with  very 
few  diftentients)  That  the  thanks 
of  this  meeting  be  given  to  lord 
Mahon,  lord  Mountmorres,  and 
Dr.  Jebh. 

Seventhly,  Refolved,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to 
the  gentlemen  who  compofe  the 
committee,  for  conducting  the  bu- 
iinefs  of  the  addrefs  of  thanks  to 
his  majefty  for  difmiffing  his  late 
unpopular  minilfers. 

Cecil  Wray,  Chairman. 

No.  X. 

KingVArms  Tavern,  Palace-yard. 

Feb.  18,  1784. 

At  a  numerous  and  refpectabie 
meeting  of  the  Weftminfler  com¬ 
mittee,  fummoned  by  public  adver- 
tifement  in  all  the  papers. 

John  Brett,  efq.  in  the  chair. 

Refolved,  That  the  addrefs  in- 
titled,  “  An  addrefs  of  the  high 
fteward,  dean,  and  court  of  bur- 
geifes,  and  other  houfeholders  of 
the  city  of  Weftminfter,”  was  fur- 
reptitioufly  obtained,  and  was  a 
meafure  contrary  to  the  ufual,  open, 
and  fair  mode  of  proceeding  in  this 
city. 

Refolved,  That  the  advertife- 
ment.  calling  a  general  meeting  on 
Saturday  the  14th  inflant,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  previous  meeting 
at  the  Shakfpeare,  and  figned  with 
the  chairman’s  name,  gave  timely 
and  fufficient  notice  to  the  eleCtors 
of  this  city  that  fuch  general  meet¬ 
ing  would  be  held  on  that  day,  and 
was  a  manly  and  becoming  proceed¬ 


ing,  and  agreeable  to  the  ufage  in 
fuch  cafes  of  this  city. 

Refolved,  That  the  proceedings 
of  a  meeting,  held  in  the  interval 
in  the  Court  of  Requefls,  on  Tuef- 
day  the  ioth  inflant,  called  by  ano¬ 
nymous  hand-bills  and  advertife- 
ments,  defiring  at  firft  the  attend¬ 
ance  only  of  thofe  who  had  figned, 
or  who  approved,  the  addrefs  of  the 
high-ileward,  dean,  and  court  of 
burgeffes,  and  perfevered  in  by  ad- 
vertifements  frill  anonymous,  after 
Saturday  the  ioth  inflant  (being 
the  firft  day  on  which  the  hall  was 
diiengaged)  had  been  publicly  noti¬ 
fied  for  the  general  meeting,  were 
altogerher  partial  and  irregular,  and 
that  the  refoiutions  of  fuch  a  meet¬ 
ing  cannot  with  decency  be  pre¬ 
tended  to  have  fpoken  the  fenle  of 
the  eledlors  of  Weftminfler. 

Refolved,  That  the  faid  meet¬ 
ing  in  the  court  of  Requells,  even 
if  it  had  been  fairly  and  impartially 
called,  being  in  confequence  of  a 
iummons  for  ele£lors  only,  and 
this  committee  being  conflituted  by 
the  inhabitants  at  large  of  the  city 
and  liberties  of  Weftminfler,  the 
extravagant  vote  palled  at  that 
meeting,  for  adding  one  hundred 
members  to  this  committee,  cannot 
But  he  confidered  as  an  artifice 
which  would  have  been  unworthy 
a  fair  affembly,  and  was  alfo  a  di¬ 
rect  and  violent  infringement  of  the 
rights  of  a  refpeftable  part  of  the 
conftituents  of  this  committee,  and 
that  this  committee  do  accordingly 
treat  the  attempt  with  becoming 
indignation,  and  diredl  their  fecre- 
tary  not  to  admit  the  name  of  any 
one  of  thofe  hundred  perfons  fo  ap¬ 
pointed,  upon  the  books  of  this 
committee. 

Refolved,  That  the  fubfequent 
conduft  of  the  abettors  of  the  faid 
meeting  and  addrefs,  by  perfever- 

ing 
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mg  in  anonymous  advertifements 
and  fcurrilous  hand-bills,  to  ap¬ 
point  an  earlier  hour  for  taking  the 
chair,  by  naming  a  chairman  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  meeting,  and  by  other 
inflammatory  proceedings,  did  ma- 
nifeftly  tend  to  call  for  and  promife 
a  fpirit  of  tumult  and  confufion, 
when  the  meeting  ihould  take  place  ; 
and  that  as  inch  was  their  preced¬ 
ing  conduct,  fo  this  committee  have 
abundant  evidence  that,  during  the 
meeting,  there  was  every  appear¬ 
ance.  of  a  premeditated  plan  of  riot 
and  violence. 

This  committee  farther  receiving, 
with  the  moil  ferious  concern,  in¬ 
formation  of  many  arts  of  great 
outrage  and  violence  committed, 
and  endeavoured  to  be  committed 
at  the  general  meeting,  and  more 
particularly  of  a  moll  atrocious  at¬ 
tempt,  unprecedented  in  the  annals 
of  tnis  country,  and  abhorrent  to 
the  nature  of  Engliihraen,  and 
which  might  have  had  the  mofl  fa¬ 
tal  confequences,  do  refelve,  That 
a  feledt  committee  of  nine  mem¬ 
bers  be  appointed  to  examine  fully 
Into  the  fame,  and  to  lay  before 
this  committee  the  tefult  of  their 
enquiries  with  as  much  expedition 
as  poffible. 

Re  Lived,  That  the  following 
members  .are  chofen  as  the  deleft 
committee,  viz. 

Earl  of  Surrey, 

Right  horn  Rich.  Fitzpatrick, 

Sir  Godfrey  Webber,  bart. 

Thomas  Byron,  efq. 

R.  B.  Sheridan,  efq. 

Dudley  Long,  efq. 

A.  Wallinger,  efq. 

R»  Hollingworth,  efq. 

A.  Shove,  efq. 

Refolved,  That  this  committee 
4°  adjourn  to  Friday  next,  at  twelve 
o’clock  at  noon,  to  receive  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  deleft  committee,  and 
on  other  fpecial  affairs, 

John  Brett,  Chairman, 
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No.  XI. 

To  the  Public.' 

King’s  Arms  Tavern,  Palace-yard* 
We  bra  iff  her. 

Feh.  17,  1784. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con- 
duft  the  buhhefs  of  the  addrefs  of 
thanks  to  his  majefty  for  difmiffmg 
his  late  minibers,  having  been  in 
the  public  prints  an  advertifement, 
bgned  C.  J.  Fox,  bating,  that  at 
the  general  meeting  of  the  electors 
of  Wehminher,  held  in  Weihnin- 
ber-hall  on  Saturday  lab,  the  refo=> 
tion  and  addrefs  therein  inferred, 
were  carried  by  a  majority  of  at 
leah  Six  to  One  ; 

This  committee  think  proper  to 
appriie  the  public,  that  feveral 
members  of  the  faid  committee  do 
pofitively  affiert,  (and  are  ready, 
when  properly  called  upon,  to  at- 
teb)  that  they  were  clofe  to  the 
huhings  the  whole  time  Mr.  Fox 
was  in  rhe  hall,  and  that  fo  great 
was  the  noife  and  tumult  during 
that  period  in  that  part  of  the  hall, 
that  they  were  not  able  to  hear  any 
thing  that  fell  ehher  from  Mr,  Fox? 
or  from  any  of  his  friends. 

The  public  will  therefore  judge, 
whether  it  were  poffible  for  fo  many 
thoufand  electors,  as  were  there 
affembled,  to  have  affented  to,  or 
diffiented  from,  propobtions  then 
and  there  afferted  to  have  been 
made,  from  the  utter  impobibility 
of  hearing  or  underbanding  the 
purport  of  them. 

John  Churchill,  Chairman. 

No.  XII. 

King’s-Arms  Tavern,  Palace-yard. 

Feb.  20,  1784. 

At  a  numerous  and  mob  refpedl- 
able  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Web- 
minfter  Committee  of  Affociation. 

John  Brett,  ebp  in  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  felebt  commit¬ 
tee  was  received  and  read,. 

Repoit 
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Report  of  the  feledf  committee 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  adts 
of  outrage  and  violence  committed 
at  the  general  meeting  held  in 
Weftminfter  hall,  on  Saturday  the 
14th  inftant. 

Upon  a  ferious  and  full  enquiry 
into  the  circumftance  attending  the 
outrages  committed,  and  the  tu¬ 
mults  attempted  to  be  railed  at  the 
general  meeting,  held  on  Saturday 
the  14th  inftant,  at  Weftminfter- 
haU,  your  feledt  committee  hnd  it 
fubftantiated  by  the  mold  indifput- 
able  teftimony,  that  there  were  fe- 
veral  bands  of  ruffians  difperfed 
through  the  hall,  who  your  com- 
mittee  have  reafon  to  believe,  were 
neither  electors  or  inhabitants  of 
Weftminfter,  and  who  acted  evi¬ 
dently  upon  a  concerted  plan,  and 
whofe  outrages  were  fuch,  as  to 
endanger  even  the  lives  of  perfons 
whom  your  committee  have  exa¬ 
mined. 

Upon  the  fubjedt  which  your 
committee  are  more  particularly 
directed  to  examine  into,  they  find 
upon  a  full  inveftigation  and  exa¬ 
mination  of  evidence,  that  after 
Mr.  Fox  had  been  fome  time  in  the 
front  of  the  'huttings,  and  while  he 
was  addreffing  the  debtors  (bis 
principal  opponents  being  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance)  a  canvas  bag  was 
thrown  at  him. 

It  appears  by  the  manner  in 
which  this  was  done,  and  from  the 
fingnlar  conftrubtion  of  the  bag, 
that  the  intention  mutt  have  been 
that  the  contents  fhould  difeharge 
themfclves  in  the  face  of  Mr.  Fox. 

Your  committee  find,  that  though 
the  execution  of  this  failed  in  part, 
yet  Mr.  Fox,  and  many  perfons 
whom  your  committee  have  care¬ 
fully  examined,  were  inttantly  and 
violently  afflidted  by  a  noifome  pow¬ 
der  and  vapour  which  iffued  from 
the  bag. 
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That  an  attempt  was  immedi¬ 
ately  made  by  fome  ruffians  to  re¬ 
cover  the  bag  :  but  that  it  was  de¬ 
tained  by  the  exertions  of  perfons 
whom  your  committee  have  exa¬ 
mined,  and  that  afterwards  being 
produced  at  Devonfhire-houfe  its 
the  prefence  of  a  great  number  of 
perfons,  your  committee  have  the 
teftimony  of  gentlemen,  who  were 
immediately,  upon  fmelling  the 
powder  at  a  diftance,  feized  with 
violent  coughing  and  ficknefs,  and 
that  fome  of  thole  gentlemen  were 
aftedted  thereby  for  the  remaining 
part  of  the  evening. 

That  upon  this  is  was  determin¬ 
ed  to  have  the  contents  examined 
by  fome  eminent  chemift ;  whofe 
opinion  your  committee  fubjoms. 

Your  committee  have  alfo  the 
affidavits  of  perfons,  to  fubftantiare 
the  identity  of  the  bag  -and  con¬ 
tents  delivered  to  Mr.  Stock. 

Your  felebl  committee  have  alfo 
the  moft  refpebtable  authorities, 
which  render  it  unqueftionable,  that 
euphorbittm  is  a  drug  of  fo  poifon- 
otis  and  fubtle  a  nature,  that  a  very 
fniall  quantity  reaching  the  ftomack 
of  any  perfon,  might  produce  the 
moft  fatal  confequences. 

(Signed)  Godfrey  Webfter, 
Thomas  Byron, 

R.  Hollingworth, 

R.  Fitzpatrick, 
Dudley  Fong, 

J.  A.  Wallinger, 

R.  B.  Sheridan, 

A.  H.  Shove. 

The  teftimony  of  Mr.  Stock  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  the  above  report,- 

44  Having  examined  very  care¬ 
fully  the  contents  of  the  bag  brought 
to  me  by  Mr.  Robinfon  and  an¬ 
other  gentleman,  I  find  it  to  con¬ 
tain  capficum  and  euphorbium. 
The  euphorbium  is  extremely  well 
difgiwfed,  being  in  powder,  and 
therefore  I  am  led  to  j  udge  it  to  be 

that. 
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that,  more  from  its  great  activity  than 
from  its  viiible  appearance  ;  I  exa¬ 
mined  it  with  great  caution,  and 
indeed  apprehenlion,  hecaufe  I  have 
been  frequently  affected  by  it ;  yet, 
with  all  my  caution  of  flopping  my 
note  and  mouth,  I  felt  its  effedts. 
My  fervants  who  were  in  the 
place,  or  accidentally  palling,  were 
inflantly  feized  with  heat  in  the 
nofe  and  throat,  and  violent  cough¬ 
ing*  A  perfon  coming  into  the 
warehoufe  from  the  air  was  affedted 
by  it  immediately.  The  quality  of 
both  thefe  ingredients,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  euphorbium,  is  extremely 
noxious  and  dangerous  when  ap¬ 
plied  fo  as  to  betaken  into  the  eyes, 
nofe,  and  mouth  ;  it  occaiions  vio¬ 
lent  and  extreme  inflammation,  dis¬ 
charge  of  watery  humour  from  the 
eyes  and  nofe,  and  violent  and  in¬ 
tolerable  heat  in  the  throat ;  it  will 
occalion  ulcerations  in  the  throat ; 
indeed,  when  violent  inflammation 
is  excited  in  any  part,  there  is  no 
faying  where  fuch  fymptoms  may 
end,  nor  is  there  any  reafon  why  it 
may  not  produce  effects  that  will 
put  an  end  to  life. 

44  Wm.  Stock,  Ludgate-hill.” 

For  the  further  fat  is  fa  ft  ion  of 
fome  members  of  this  committee, 
who  are  oppolers  of  the  addrefs  and 
proceedings  figned  by  Mr,  Fox,  the 
chairman  of  the  feiedl  committee 
offered  to  enter  into  the  detail  of 
the  evidence  upon  which  the  feledl 
committee  had  founded  their  re¬ 
port  ;  and  at  the  deli  re  of  thole 
gentlemen,  a  refpedlable  witnefs, 
who  had  not  attended  the  feledi 
committee,  was  called  in  and  exa¬ 
mined  by  this  committee.  The 
following  refolutions  were  then 
inianimoufly  agreed  to  : 

Refolved  unanimoufly,  That  this 
committee,  conceiving  a  juft  in¬ 
dignation  at  the  enormity  of  the 
proceedings  ftated  in  their  report 

8 


of  their  felebl  committee,  do  con- 
tinue  the  appointment  of  the  faid 
feleel  committee,  and  earneftly  re- 
quell  them  to  purfue  the  moil  ef¬ 
fectual  methods  for  the  difeovery  of 
the  authors  and  inftruments  of  the 
tumults  and  acts  of  outrage  ftated 
In  their  report;  and  more  efpecially 
to  ufe  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
detect  the  contrivers  and  perpe¬ 
trators  of  that  atrocious  attempt, 
•which  difgraces  humanity  and  the 
manners  of  a  free  people. 

Refolved,  That,  for  the  further¬ 
ance  of  this  object,  immediate  ap¬ 
plication  be  made  to  the  magiftrates 
of  Weffminfter  ;  and  this  committee 
do  hereby  offer  a  reward  of  two 
hundred  guineas,  to  any  perfon  or 
perfons,  who  fhall  difeover  the 
parties  concerned  in  preparing  the 
laid  bag  and  ingredients,  or  in 
throwing  the  fame,  knowing  the 
contents  thereof ;  which  fum  is 
placed  in  the  hands  of  MelT,  Drum¬ 
mond  and  Co.  bankers,  Charing- 
crofs,  to  be  paid  on  conviction  of 
any  of  the  offenders. 

This  bulinefs  being  fettled,  it 
was  moved,  that,  whereas  an  ad¬ 
vert!  fement  has  appeared  in  feverai 
of  the  public  papers,  ligned  John 
Churchill,  purporting  that  the  tu¬ 
mult  near  the  huitings,  in  We  11- 
minffer-hall,  on  Saturday  the  14th 
inftant,  was  fuch  as  to  prevent  the 
perfons  neareft  the  buffings  from 
hearing  what  fell  either  from  Mr* 
Fox,  or  any  of  his  friends  : 

And  refolved,  (with  one  differ!- 
tient)  that  it  appears  to  this  com¬ 
mittee,  that  no  perfon,  or  number 
of  perfons,  affembled  near  the  huff- 
ings,  for  the  purpofe  of  interrupt¬ 
ing  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting, 
by  tumult  and  clamour,  have  any 
right  to  impeach  the  validity  of 
fuch  proceedings,  under  pretence 
that  the  propofitions  could  not  be 
diftinctly  heard,  when  the  feverai 
queftions  were  regularly  put  by  the 
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d  ..  :  man  of  the  meeting,  and  de¬ 
ed  according  to  the  ufual  mode, 
by  a  fhew  of  hands ;  and  that  the 
in  (in nation  contained  in  the  abo ve¬ 
st  n  d  advertifement  can  only 
be  conridered  as  an  attempt  from, 
the  minority  who  diffented  from 
the  proceedings  agreed  to  on  the 
24th  of  February,  to  convey  an 
unrounded  imputation  upon  the 
candour,  faisneis,  and  impartiality, 
which  characterized  the  conduct  of 
the  chairman,  as  well  as  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  electors  ailemhled  on  that 
bay. 

Adjourned  to  Friday  the  27th 
at  February,  inft.  at  twelve  o’clock 
■ax  noon. 

j  o  h  n  B  a  e  t  t  dm  i  rraan. 


Nat  rafive  of  the  Proceedings  of  the 
Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons*, 
Kvbo  met  at  the  5A  Albans  Tavern , 
for  the  Pur pofe  of  promoting  an 
Union  of  Parties . 

No.  L 

A  meeting  of  fuch  members  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  as  with  to 
promote  an  union  of  parties,  is 
earneftiy  requeued  at  the  St.  Al¬ 
bans  Tavern,  this  day,  the  26th 
inflant,  at  twelve  o’clock  precifely. 

No.  II. 

Monday,  Jan.  26,  there  was  a 
meeting  of  the  country  gentlemen 
at  the  St.  Albans  Tavern.  They 
were  fifty-five  in  number,  and,  in 
point  of  property  and  confederation 
m  the  country,  truly  refpeftable. 
The  hon.  Mr.  Grofvenoi  V  as  hav¬ 
ing  Food  forward  in  the  houfe  to 
erect  the  fraud ard  of  union,  was 
voted  into  the  chair*  The  meeting 
then  came  to  a  refolution,  declaring 
that  they  would  fupport  the  party. 
Who  fhould,  in  the  prefent  di drafted 
moment,,  manned  &  difpofirion  to 
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union  ;  and  they  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  delegates  to  wait  on  the 
principal  perfons,  and  endeavour., 
by  mediation  and  treaty,  to  bring 
about  the  defirable  union.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  committee  repaired 
to  St.  James’s,  as  Mr.  Pitt  could 
only  be  feen  there,,  and  they  had  a 
conference  with  him  of  three  quar¬ 
ters  of  an  hour  ;  the  refult  of  which 
we  do  not  know,  farther  than'  that 
he  gave  them  the  mod  explicit  affu- 
rance  that  parliament  fhould  not 
be  dififolved  with  his  confent. 

No.  III. 

Authentic  Account  of  the  Proceedings- 
of  the  Gentlemen ,  Members  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  who  affembled 
at  the  St.  Albans  Tavern  on  Mon~ 
day.  Turf  day,-  and  Tejlerday ,  with 
a  Hiezv  to  conciliate  Differences  ^ 
and  to  forward  an  Union  of  the 
contending  Parties  in  P arli ament . 

On  Monday,  the  26th  indanf,  z 
meeting  was  held  at  the  St.  Albans 
Tavern,  for  the  purpofe  of  recom¬ 
mending  an  union  of  parties,  when 
an  addrefs  was  agreed  to  and  figned 
by  fifty-three  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  and  prefented  by  a 
committee  to  the  duke  of  Portland 
and  the  right  hon.  William  Pitt,. 
The  committee  were,  the  hon* 
Mr.  Grofvenor,  the  hon.  Charles 
Marlham,  fir  William  Lemon,  and 
Mr.  Powys.  The  purport  of  the 
addrefs  having  already  appeared  in 
print,  it  is  unneceflary  to  repeat 
it.  To  “which  the  following  an-- 
fwers  were  returned  : 

The  duke  of  Portland  returned 
for  anfwer : 

44  That  he  fhould  think  himfelf 
happy  in  obeying  the  commands 
of  lb  refpedtable  a  meeting  ;  but 
the  greated  difficulty  to  him,  and 
he  imagines  dill  greater  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  is  Mr.  Pitt’s  being  in  office.*’ 

Mr. 
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Mr.  -Pitt’s  anfwer  was : 

«  That  he  will  be  very  ready  to 
pay  attention  to  the  commands  of 
fo  refpedlable  a  meeting,  and  co¬ 
operate  with  their  wiflies,  to  form  a 
ffronger  and  more  extended  admi- 
nifiration,  if  the  fame  can  be  done 
with  principle  and  honour.’' 

On  Tuefday  the  27th,  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  met  at  the  fa:  cl  tavern, 
when  there  appeared  to  be  feventy 
members,  and  the  above  anfwers 
being  read,  they  came  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  refolutions : 

Refolved,  That  the  thanks  of 
this  meeting  be  given  to  his  grace 
the  duke  of  Portland,  and  the  right 
hon.  William  Pitt,  for  the  atten¬ 
tion  they  have  refpedtively  declared 
themfelves  ready  to  pay  to  the  re- 
quifitions  prefented  to  them  in  our 

names.  ' 

Refolved,  fecondly,  That,  in 
anxious  expedtation  of  a  cordial 
co-operation  of  great  and  refpedl- 
able  characters  adting  on  the  fame 
public  principles,  we  beg  leave  to 
exprefs  our  mod  earned  with,  that 
fome  explanation  may  be  had  be¬ 
tween  the  duke  of  Portland  and 
Mr.  Pitt  on  any  difficulty  in  that 
way  of  confidential  intercpurfe. 

Refolved,  thirdly,  That  we  do 
not  prefume  to  point  out  the  mode 
in  which  fuch  mutual  explanation 
may  be  obtained,  dudioufly  avoid¬ 
ing  any  interference  on  our  part, 
which  may  impede  or  counteradt 
whatever  lleps  are  taken  towards 
that  communication  which  it  is  our 
objedt  to  effedt. 

Refolved,  fourthly,  That 
chairman  be  defined  to  communi¬ 
cate  the  refolutions  to  his  grace  of 
Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt. 

The  refolutions  being  commu¬ 
nicated  to  Mr.  Pitt,  he  returned 
the  following  anfwer  : 

64  Mr.  Pitt  having  received  from 
fo  refpedlable  a  meeting  an  intima- 
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tion  of  their  wiflies,  that  fome  ex¬ 
planation  may  be  had  between  the 
duke  of  Portland  and  himfelf,  on 
any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  con¬ 
fidential  intercourfe,  beg  to  allure 
Mr.  Grofvenor  (the  chairman)  that 
there  are  no  difficulties  on  his  part 
in  the  way  of  an  immediate  inter¬ 
courfe  with  the  duke  of  Portland 
on  the  fubjedf  of  an  union,  con¬ 
fident  with  honour  and  principle* 
which  he  agrees  with  the  gentlemen 

o  o 

of  the  meeting  in  thinking  of  the 
greated  importance  in  the  prefeiit 
date  of  the  country.  If,  on  his 
grace’s  part,  there  are  any  objec¬ 
tions  to  fuch  intercourfe,  Mr.  P  t 
wiflies  to  have  them  dated,  a  d 
will  immediately  give  a  direct  -  n- 
fwer  with  regard  to  them.” 

The  duke  of  Portland  returned 
the  following  anfwer  (addrefled  tc 
the  chairman)  : 

Devon-houfe,  Thur  day* 
Jan.  29,  1784. 

Sir, 

As  you  have  fo  very  obligingly 
communicated  to  me  the  afluratices 
you  have  received  from  Mr.  Pitt* 
u  that  there  are  no  difficulties  oil 
his  part  in  the  way  of  an  immediate 
intercourfe  between  him  and  me,  oil 
the  fubjedt  of  an  union  of  parties, 
and  that  he  is  ready  to  give  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  diredt  anfwer  to  any 
objedtions  which  I  may  have  ro 
fuch  intercourfe,”  my  fincere  in¬ 
clination  to  concur  in  the  wiflies  of 


upon  a  folid  and  fecure  bafis,  as 
may  reftore  harmony  to  this  di- 
firadted  empire,  and  may  be  en¬ 
titled  to  the  confidence  and  fupport 
of  every  true  friend  of  his  coun¬ 
try,  make  it  neceflary  for  me  to 
trouble  you  with  a  repetition  of  tli& 

deafons 


the  very  refpedtable  meeting,  of 
which  you  fo  worthily  fill  the 
the  chair ;  and  my  anxious  defire  to 
fee  fuch  an  adminiftration  formed 
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reafons  which  I  affigned  to  you  and 
other  gentlemen  who  delivered  me 
the  reprelentation  and  requifition 
of  your  meeting,  of  the  26th  of 
January,  for  declining  an  imme¬ 
diate  interview  with  Mr.  Pitt,  on 
the  prefent  arduous  dtuation  of 
public  affairs, 

I  had  the  honour  of  dating  to 
you,  I  did  not  think  it  poffible  that 
fuch  a  meeting  would  tend  to  for¬ 
ward  the  definable  end  we  all  wifih, 
as  long  as  Mr.  Pitt  remained  in  bis 
minifterial  capacity,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  r^folution  of  the  houfe  of 
com;  ons  of  the  16th  indant.  Lin¬ 
de  :  fie  c  fircumdances  the  embar- 
ralb  fe  ms  mutual,  and  difficult 
3t  over  ;  but  if  any  expe- 
deviled  for  removing 
/  X '  M'extremely  ready  to 
cond  v>  ,t  Mr.  Pitt,  and  to  con¬ 
tribute  every  faculty  in  my  power 
to  promote  the  objebt  of  our  joint 
wi  fines. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  refipeft,  / 
Your  mod  obedient 

(Signed)  Portland. 

Tho.  Grofvenor,  efq, 
chairman. 

Thurfiday  the  29th.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  met,  and  there  being  above 
eighty  members  prefent,  they  came 
to  the  following  refolution  : 

Refolved,  That  the  chairman  be 
requeded  to  return  our  thanks  to 
the  duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
for  the  additional  favour  they  have 
now  given  of  their  attention  to  our 
w  ifihes. 

To  exprefs  our  cordial  fat  is  fac¬ 
tion  to  find  they  agree  in  opinion 
with  this  meeting,  that  an  union 
is  of  the  higheft  importance,  and  is 
the  objedfi  of  their  joint  widies. 

To  intimate  to  them,  that  after 
thefe  declarations,  we  are  the  more 
drongly  confirmed  in  our  hope  and 
1784. 


expectation,  that  by  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  mutual  friends,  fome  ex~ 
pedient  may  be'advifed,  which  may 
tend  to  remove  the  difficulty  which 
is  dated  to  be  the  mod  material  ob- 
dacle  to  a  communication  between 
them,  on  the  fubjebt  of  a  cordial 
arid  permanent  union, 

(Signed)  T.  Grosvenor, 

chairman. 

The  members  then  adjourned  to 
Monday  next. 

[It  is  but  fairnefs  to  add,  that 
the  duke  of  Portland  had  fieen  Mm 
Pitt’s  anfwer,  but  Mr.  Pitt  has  not 
yet  feen  the  duke’s*] 

No.  IV, 

St.  Albans  Tavern,  Saturday, 
Jan.  31,  1784. 

At  a  meeting  held  by  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  members  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  who  adembled  from 
time  to  time,  with  a  view  to  con¬ 
ciliate  differences,  and  to  forward 
an  union  of  the  contending  parties 
in  parliament,  the  following  anJ 
iwers  were  received  and  read  : 

Mr.  Pitt  has  already  had  the 
honour  of  dating  to  Mr.  Grof¬ 
venor,  that  there  are  no  difficulties 
on  his  part  in  the  way  of  an  im£ 
mediate  intercourfe  for  the  purpofe 
of  effebfing  an  union  confident 
with  honour  and  principle,  With 
regard  to  the  embgrraflment  dated 
by  the  duke  of  Portland  in  his 
grace’s  letter,  referred  to  in  the 
refolutions  of  the  meeting,  ariiing 
from  Mr.  Pitt’s  remaining  in  his 
miniderial  capacity,  it  is  an  env- 
barradment  which  Mr.  Pitt  cannot 
remove,  by  redgnation,  in  order  to 
negociate.  In  thefe  cireumdances, 
Mr.  Pitt  has  it  not  in  his  power  to* 
fugged  any  expedient,  but  is  very 
deli r on s  of  learning  whether  the 
duke  of  Portland  can  propofe  any 
thing  which  his  grace  conliders  as 
fuch  ;  and  he  begs  at  the  fame 
(K)  time 
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time  to  add,  that  bis  prefent  mini* 
.llerial  capacity  is  no  obdacle  to  his 
difcudmg  every  point  that  relates  to 
the  de  hr  able  object  in  quedion,  as 
freely  and  openly  as  he  could  do  in 
any  other  lituation. 

Berkeley -fquare,, 
yid  jan.  1784. 

Devon-houfe,  Sat. 

31ft  jan.  1784. 

Sir, 

I  am  extremely  forry  that  Mr. 
Pitt  appears  fo  pohtively  to  decline 
fuggeding  any  expedient,  on  his 
part,  to  remove  the  difficulties 
which  obdrudt  the  confidence  you 
def re.  I  believe  you  will-  agree,- 
that  the  continuance  of  the  prefent 
minidry  and  the  honour  of  the 
iioufe  of  commons  are  not  very 
eafily  reconcileable. 

It  was  the  fenfe  of  thofe  diffi¬ 
culties,  and  my  earned;  defire  of 
complying  with  the  opinions  of 
gentlemen,  whofe  fentiments  claim 
any  highed  refpedi,  that  induced' 
me  to  fugged  the  poffibility  of  an 
expedient  which  you  will  eafly  dif- 
cern  would  not  depend  upon  me. 
The  recollection  of  fimilar  events- 
In  two  fucceffive  years  led  me  to- 
fatter  myfelf  that  there  was  a  mid¬ 
dle  way  between  the  adtnal  religna- 
tion  of  miniders  and  the  negledt  of 
what  appeared  on  the  journals  of 
the  houie  of  commons.  I  hoped 
that  Mr.  Pitt  would  have  adverted 
to  thofe  events,  and  I  trud  they 
will  yet  have  due  weight  with 
him;  I  {hall  mod  certainly  rejoice 
in  any  propof  tion  that  can  promife 
to  lay  a  bads  for  the  tranquillity  and 
fettlement  which  are  the  objeds  of 
our  common,  widies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
great  truth  and  regard,  fir,  your 
mod  obedient,  humble  lervanr, 
(Signed)  Portland, 

7'tyy,  Grofvenor,  efq, 

chairman. 


PAPERS. 

/ 

The  meeting,  after  dining  toge^ 
ther,.  adjourned  to  Monday,  the- 
fec and  of  February,  at  eleven 
o’clock.  The  chair  to  be  taken 
precifely  at  twelve. 

The  following  Members  of  the 
Houle  of  Commons,  with  others, 
whofe  names  we  have  not  been 
able  to  afeertain,  attended  the 
meetings  lately  held  at  the  St. 
Albans  Tavern,  with  a  view  to 
effect  an  Union  of  Parties,  and 
thus  lay  the  ground  for  a  ftable 
and  permanent  Adminiftratkm. 
Thomas  Grosvbnor,  efq. 
chairman, 

Francis  Annefley,  efq. 

John  Barrington,  efq. 

Hon.  George  Berkeley 
Richard  Wilbraham  Bootle,  efcj* 
Hon.  William  Bouverie 
Tho.  Berney  B  ram  don,  efq. 
Vifcount  Bulkeley 
John  Buller,  jun.  efq. 

Sir  George  Cornwall 
Sir  Rob.  Salufbury  Cotton 
John  Dawes,  efq. 

Baron  Dimfdale 
William  Drake,  jun.  efq. 

The  hon.  George  Keith  Elphra* 
done 

Earl  Endoix 
William  Ewer,  efq. 

Hon.  Archibald  Frazer 
Thomas  Gilbert,  efq. 

Ambrofe  Goddard,  efq. 

George  Graham,  efq. 

Sir  Harry  Gough 
Benjamin  Hammett,  efq. 

Hon.  Thomas  Harley 
E.  Hervey,  efq. 

Sir  Harry  Houghton 
Arthur  Holdfvvorth,  efq. 

Filmer  Honeywood,  efq. 

Sir  Richard  Hotham 
Sir  George  Howard 
William  Hudey,  efq. 

Benjamin  Keene,  efq. 

Thontas  Kemp,  efq. 

Richard  Payne  Knight,  efq. 


Sir 
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Sir  Robert  Lawley 
Sir  William  Lemon 
Sir  James  Tylney  Long 
Hon.  James  Luttrell 
Hon.  general  Luttrell 
William  Lygon,  efq-. 

Sir  Horace  Mann 
Hon.  Charles  Marfham 
Sir  Jofeph  M*awbey 
Sir  Roger  Moftyn 
John  Parry 5  efq, 

Henry  Peirfe,  efq. 

William  Pochin,  efq. 

Thomas  Powys,  efq. 

William  Praed,  efq. 

John  Purling,  efq. 

Sir  Walter  Rawlinfon 
Abraham  Rawlinfon 
Henry  Rawlinfon 
Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley 
John  Rolle,  efq. 

Gha.  W.  Boughton  Roufe,  efq. 
Thomas  Scott,  efq* 

•Sir  George  ShuckburgH 
Humphry  Sibthorpe,  eiq. 

John  Sinclair,  efq. 

Sir  Thomas  George  Skipwith 
William  Charles  bloper*  efq, 
Robert  Smith,  efq. 

Sir  Robert  Smith 
John  Smyth,  efq, 

Walter  Spencer  Stanhope,  efq-, 
Thomas  Stanley,  efq. 

John  Strutt,  efq. 

Hon.  John  Sutton 
Clement  Taylor,  efq, 

John  Temped,  efq. 

Rob.  Thidlethwa.yte,  efq& 
jBeilby  Thompfon,  efq. 

’Sir  John  Trevelyan 
Thomas  Whitmore,  efq. 

Sir  John  Borlafe  Warren 
John  Wilmot,  efq. 

Glynn  "Wynn,  eiq. 

No,  V, 

St.  Albans  Tavern,  Monday,  Fe¬ 
bruary  2,  1784.  ,f. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  gentlemen, 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons., 
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who  affembled  from  time  to  time* 
with  a  view  to  conciliate  differences, 
and  to  forward  art  union  of  the 
contending  parties  in  parliament* 

the  following  letters  were  read  ; 

\ 

Feb.  1,  178b, 

E  e  rkeley-fquarc. 

Mr.  Pitt  being  fmcerely  defir- 

teas  that  there  fliould  not  continue 

any  obdacle  in  the  way  of  fuch  an. 

intercourfe  as  has  been  wifhed  for, 

regrets  that  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 

fuggeil:  expedients  to  remove  the 

difficulty  felt  by  the  duke  of  Port* 

land.  He  does  not  underhand  pre- 

cifely  what  is  the  middle  way  which 

bis  grace  feems  to  allude  to  ;  the 

events  in  the  two  years  to  which  his 

✓ 

grace  refers,  appear  to  Mr.  Pitt  to 
have  been  only  modes  of  ref  gna- 
tion,  and  fuch  a  meafure,  in  order 
to  enter  into  a  negociation,  is  what 
the  p re  lent  minidry,  as  has  been 
already  declared,  cannot  agree  to; 
whenever  any  expedient  is  direidly 
dated,  Mr.  Pitt  will  be  happy  to 
give  every  explanation  upon  it. 

Levon-houfe,  Monday 
morn.  2d  Feb.  1784* 
Sir, 

1  very  lincerely  regret  that  the 
expedient  to  which  1  referred, 
fliould  be  thought,  unapplicable  to 
the  difficulties  I  had  dated,  I  cer¬ 
tainly  fugged ed  it  as  a  mode  of  re- 
hgnation,  but  as  a  mode  of  religna* 
tion  the  lead  ernbarraffing  to  go* 
verriment  in  the  ordinary  fundtions 
Of  office,  and  at  the  fame  time  as  a 
proof  of  a  difpofition  to  confult  the 
honour  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
as  it  hands  pledged  by  the  refolu- 
tion  of  the  1 6th  of  January.  This 
lad  is  a  preliminary,  which,  as  a 
friend  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitu* 
tion,  I  mud  think  myfelf  bound 
invariably  to  require. 

With  refpedt  to  myfelf,  I  am 
(K  2)  willing 
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willing  to  hope  that  I  have  not  been 
miflaken  in  the  conception  I  form¬ 
ed  of  your  vvifhes,  by  fuppofing 
that  it  was  with  Mr.  Pitt  that  you 
were  deiirous  I  fhould  have  a  liberal 
and  unreferved  intercourfe,  and 
not  with  the  head  of  an  ackninifira- 
tion,  to  which  I  was  merely  to 
bring  an  acceffion  of  ftrength.  But 
Mr,  Pitt’s  meffage  places  him  in 
another  character;  and  your  own 
good  fenfe  will  readily  fugged  to 
you,  that  it  was  impoilible  for  me 
to  fuppofe  that  your  expectations 
extended  to  a  confidential  confe¬ 
rence  with  him  as  the  reprelenta- 
tive  of  the  prefent  adminiflration. 

If  I  had  done  this,  I  mutt  have 
fallen  in  your  efteem,  (which,  I 
allure  you,  is  a  very  ferious  object 
to  me)  as  I  fhould  have  (hewn  my- 
felf  infenfible  of  what  is  due  to 
the  houfe  of  commons. 

I  have  unrefervedly  fubmitted 
to  you  my  ideas  of  the  extent  of 
your  expectations.  In  conformity 
with  thofe  expectations,  (Mr.  Pitt 
having  uniformly  declined  to  fug- 
geit  any  expedient  on  his  part)  I 
took  the  liberty  of  fuggefting  an 
expedient,  which  I  thought  might 
put  us  into  a  fituation,  in  which  the 
Intercourfe  you  wifhed  might  take 
place  with  propriety. 

I  fhall  be  happy  to  find  that  my 
propofitions  have  met  with  your 
approbation;  but  in  every  point  I 
hope  that  my  anxiety  to  merit  the 
partiality  you  have  fhewn  me,  will 
entitle  me  to  its  continuance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

With  great  regard  and  efieem, 
Sir, 

Your  mod  faithful,  and 
Obedient  fervant, 

(Signed)  Portland. 

T.  Grofvenor,  efcp 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  this 

day* 
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No.  VI. 

St.  Albans  Tavern. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  gentlemen? 
members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
held  at  the  St.  Albans  Tavern  this 
day,  the  following  refolution  was 
unanimoufly  come  to  ; 

u  That  whatever  may  be  the 
blue  of  the  prefent  contelf  between 
the  two  parties  in  the  houfe  of 
common:,  we  will  fleadily  perfe- 
vere  in  our  endeavours  to  effect  the 
objeCt  of  this  meeting,  which  has 
been  unanimoufly  approved  and 
adopted  by  the  houfe  of  commons, 
namely,  the  procuring  a  firm,  effi¬ 
cient,  extended,  united  adminl- 
ftration,  intitled  to  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  and  fuch  as  may 
have  a  tendency  to  remove  the  un¬ 
fortunate  divilions  and  diffractions 

of  this  country.” 

* 

Adjourned  to  Monday,  twelve 
o’clock., 

Feb.  4,  1784. 

No.  VII. 

Monday,  Feb.  9,  at  twelve 
o’clock,  there  was  another  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  independent  members 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  at  the. 
St.  Albans  Tavern ;  Mr.  Groffi 
venor,  member  for  the  city  of 
Cheiter,  in  the  chair.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  committee,  after 
the  minutes  of  the  feverai  former 
meetings  were  read, -made  report 
of  another  conference  held  with 
Mr.  Pitt  on  the  fubject  of  an  union 
of  parties  ;  but  as  the  duke  of 
Portland  refufes  to  treat  while  Mr. 
Pitt  continues  in  office,  the  nego¬ 
tiation  is  lufpended.  The  prefent 
fiate  of  parties  in  the  nation  was 
then  very  generally  canvaffed,  and 
it  Was  refolved  that  the  prefent 
meeting  fhould  continue  to  be  held 
once  a  week,  at  leaft,  during  the 
fitting  of  parliament,  ip  order  to 

watch 
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watch  any  period  that  may  prefent, 
of  forwarding  fuch  an  union  as 
feems  to  be  abfolutely  neceii'ary  at 
this  particular  juncture,  and  to  re¬ 
commend  it  in  their  places  in  par¬ 
liament.  As  the  ho  ole  of  com¬ 
mons  met  at  two  o’clock,  they 
broke  up  foon,  and  went  down  to 
Weftminfter  to  attend  parliamentary 
bufinefs.  There  were  about  fifty 
members  prefent,  including  the 
chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the 
committee. 

No,  VIII. 

St.  Albans  Tavern,  February  13, 
1784. 

At  a  meeting  of  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  defirous  of  pro¬ 
moting  an  union  of  parties  ;  the 
hon.  Charles  Marfliam  in  the  chair, 
(in  the  ab fence  of  T.  Grofvenor, 
efq.  confined  by  illnefs)  the  fciidw- 
ing  relolutions  were  unanimoufiy 
agreed  to : 

j.  To  rep  re fe lit  to  the  right  hon. 
William  Pitt,  and  to  the  right  hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  the  fatisfadtion 
we  have  received  from  the  manly, 
candid,  and  explicit  avowal  they 
have  refpedtively  made  of  their  pub¬ 
lic  views  ;  and  to  intimate  to  them, 
that  in  confequence  of  this  mutual 
explanation,  we  entertain  a  moil 
allured  hope,  that  fuch  an  admini- 
ft  rati  on  as  the  houfe  of  commons 
has  unanimoufiy  declared  to  he  rer 
quifite,  may  be  obtained  by  an 
union  confident  with  principle  and 
honour. 

2.  That  the  thanks  of  this  meet¬ 
ing  be  given  to  the  right  hon.  Fre- 
deric  lord  North,  for  the  public 
and  voluntary  declaration  he  has 
made  of  his  fineere  and  earned:  de¬ 
fire  to  promote,  as  far  as  depends 
pn  him,  a  cordial  and  permanent 
4112  on. 

C.  Marsh  am,  chairman. 
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No.  IX. 

Feb. 18. 

It  is  with  no  fmall  degree  of 

^  O 

confidence  that  we  allure  the  public 
of  his  majefty’s  difpofition  to  com¬ 
ply  with  the  withes  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  in  bringing  about  an 
union  of  parties  :  to  this  end  on 
Sunday  latl  his  majefiy  fent  for  his 
grace  of  Portland  to  meet  Mr.  Pitt^ 
in  the  hope  of  fettling  an  admini- 
ft ration  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  at  lead,  if  not 
to  the  nation  at  large.  In  anfwer 
to  the  meffage,  his  grace  expreffed  a 
readinefs  to  attend  Ills  majedy  at  ail 
times,  but  declined  a  meeting  with 
Mr.  Pitt.  And  thus  the  matter 
dands  at  prefent. 

No.  X. 

March  1,  there  was  another 
meeting  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
at  the  St.  Albans  Tavern,  when 
the  hon.  Charles  Marfham  and 
Mr.  Powys  dated  to  the  company 
the  circumdances  of  the  negocia* 
tion,  which  they  had  conducted  for 
iome  days  pad,  and  which  had  un-* 
happily  concluded  with  as  little 
fuccels  as  the  former  endeavours  of 
that  body.  They  laid,  that  when 
the  duke  of  Portland  delivered  his 
final  anfwer,  that  he  could  not  meet 
Mr.  Pitt,  until  he  had  fhewn  a  dif¬ 
pofition  to  comply  with  the  wilhes 
or  the  houfe  of  commons,  either 
by  an  actual  or  virtual  resignation  $ 
and  Mr.  Pitt  had  peremptorily  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  would  do  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  as  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  to  negociation  j  it  was  thought 
that  an  expedient  might  be  found 
to  clear  the  ground,  and  bring  them 
to  an  interview,  without  any  con- 
ceffion  of  principle,  but  only  a  con- 
ceffion  of  m  >de.  With  this  view 
it  was,  that  a  meffage  was  fent  from 
his  majedy  to  the  duke  of  Portland, 
intimating,  his  majedy  *s  earneft 
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defiie,  that  his  grace  fhould  have  a 
perfonai  conference  with  Mr.  Pkt?/ 
for  the  purpofe  of  forhiing  a  new 
adminiftration  on  a  wide  bails,  and 
on  fair  and  equal  terms,”  This 
melfage  was  conlidered  by  the  duke 
of  Portland  as  a  removal  of  the 
previous  ohffacle,  lince,  though  it 
was  not  a  declaration  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  it  was  tantamount  to  a 
virtual  resignation.  The  prelimi¬ 
naries  of  the  conference  were  next 
to  be  conlidered,  and  here  an  objec¬ 
tion  prefented  itfelf  which  called 
for  the  explanation  of  a  term  in 
the  melfage.  His  grace  could  have 
no  objection  to  the  word  fair — it 
.was  a  general  term,  and  he  and  Mr, 
Pitt  might,  in  framing  the  arrange¬ 
ments,  mutually  difeufs  what  they 
conlidered  to  be  fair;  but  the  other 
term  in  the  melfage,  the  word  equal, 
was  a  more  fpecific  and  limited 
term;  it  might  be  conllrued  vari- 
ouily,  and  his  grace  thought  it  nc* 
cellary,  as  a  preliminary  to  negock 
gtion,  that  Mr,  Pitt  fhould  explain 
piecilely  what  he  meant  by  the 
word  equal.  In  an  anfwer  to  this, 
Mr.  Pitt  faid,  in  a  melfage,  that 
there  was  no  occalion,  in  his  mind, 
of  entering  into  an  explanation  of 
the  term,  as  it  could  be  bell:  ex-, 
plained  in  a  perfonai  conference. 
The  duke  of  Portland  replied  to  the 
negociators,  that  it  was  impoffible 
for  him  to  agree  to  any  perfonai 
conference  on  a  preliminary  mef- 
fage,  the  terms  of  which  the  author 
refilled  to  explain.  Mr.  Pitt  per- 
fevered  in  his  refolution  not  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  word ;  and  here  the  nego¬ 
tiation  broke  off-.  On  this  llate- 
ment  of  the  cafe,  Mr.  Marlham  and 
Mr.  Powys  delivered  their  fenti- 
ments,  and  a  refolution  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  adopted  by  the  meeting 
to  the  following-  effedf. 

<c  This  meeting  having  heard, 
^vith  infinite  concern,  that  an  inters 


P  A  P  E  R  S. 

view  between  the  duke  of  Portland 
and  Mr.  Pitt  is  prevented  by  a 
doubt  reflecting  a  lingle  word,  are 
unanimoutly  of  opinion,  that  it 
would  be  no  difnonourable  hep  in 
either  of  the  gentlemen  to  give  way* 
and  might  be  highly  advantageous 
to  the  public  welfare,5-7 


As  the  W cjhninfi sr  election  has 
been  one  of  the  mojl  important  events 
of  the  prefent  ycar%  and,  indeed^ 
one  of  the  mojl  extraordinary  fruits 
of  our  confitutional  freedom^  it  has 
been  thought  a  ?nattcr  of  fame  curio* 
fty  to  prefer vc  fame  of  the  ?nof  im¬ 
portant  papers  that  appealed  in  the 
courj'e  of  if* 

No.  I. 

To  the  Worthy  and  Independent 
Electors  of  the  City  and  Liberty 
of  Welt  minder. 

Gentlemen, 

His  majeffy’s  minifters  having 
thought  fit,  in  contradiction  to  their 
own  declarations,  in  defiance  of  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe'  of  commons, 
and  wfithout  any  public  pretence 
whatever,  to  fubjedf  the  nation  to 
all  the  inconveniencies  which  muff 
infallibly  attend  a  dilfoiution  of 
parliament  at  the  prefent  moment, 
I  humbly  beg  leave,  once  more,  to 
folicit  the  favour  of  your  votes  and 
intereft,  to  reprefent  this  great  and 
refpeCtable  city. 

To  fecure  to  the  people  of  this 
country  the  weight  which  belongs 
to  them  in  the  fcale  of  the  conffitu- 
tion,  has  ever  been  the  principle  of 
i:ny  political  con  duff. 

Confeious  that  in  every  lunation, 
(whether  in  or  out  of  office)  I  have 
invariably  adhered  to  this  fyllein,  I 
cannot  but  flatter  my  1  elf  that  you 
will  again  give  your  function  to; 
thofe  principles  which  firft  recom¬ 
mended  me  to  your  notice,  and 
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which  induced  you,  at  two  fubfe- 
y  vie nt  periods,  to  honour  me  with 
your  fuffrages. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  molt  devoted  and  grateful 
Humble  fervant, 

C.  }-  Fox. 

St.  JamesVftreet, 

March  24* 

No.  II. 

To  the  Worthy  and  Independent 

Electors  of  the  City  and  Liberty 

of  Weft  mi  niter. 

Gentlemen, 

When  the  popular  delation  in 
favour  of  the  prefent  mini  ft  ry  was 
iuppofed  to  be  moil  prevalent,  I  was 
confident  that  the  good  fenfe  and 
fleadinefs  of  the  debtors  of  Weft- 
-miiifter  would  be  proof  again  ft  every 
art  and  every  temptation. 

The  unparalleled  fuccefs  which  I 
have  experienced  upon  my  canvas, 
■fully  juitifies  this  confidence,  and  I 
have  the  greateft  reafon  to  expebt 
that  you*"  partiality  towards  me 
will  appear  to  have  increafed  in 
proportion  to  the  perfecution  of  my 
enemies. 

As  I  have  ever  flood  forth,  and 
am  always  refolved  to  continue  firm 
in  the  caufe  of  the  people,  fo  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  I  fhould 
at  all  times  be  the  ohjebt  of  the  en¬ 
mity  of  that  pernicious  fabtion 
whofe  principles  are  as  adverle  to 
the  conftitution  as  the  dark  and  fe- 
cret  manner  in  which  they  have 
endeavoured  to  enforce  them. 

It  would  have  been  my  raoft  ear¬ 
ned  with  to  have  paid  my  refpebts  in 
perfon  to  every  individual  debtor, 
if  the  extent,  of  the  city  had  not 
made  it  impoftible. 

The  very  flattering  reception  I 
have  met  with  among  thofe  whom  I 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  feeing, 


cannot  but  add  to  my  regret  upon 
this  account. 

My  public  conduct  is  too  well 
known  to  you  to  make  any  profef- 
lions  neceifary;  upon  that  ground 
I  firft  experienced  your  partiality, 
upon  that  alone  I  can  expebt  to  re¬ 
tain  it. 

To  you  who  have  approved  it,  1 
need  fay  no  more;  and  I  will  not 
be  guilty  of  the  unbecoming  flattery 
to  thofe  who  have  differed  from  me, 
as  to  pretend  that  1  fhall  in  any  de¬ 
gree  deviate  from  that  line  or  poli¬ 
tical  conduct  which  firft  recom¬ 
mended  me  to  your  notice. 

Upon  thefe  tried  principles,  I 
once  more  beg  leave  to  folic  it  your 
votes,  intereft,  and  poll,  at  the  en- 
fuing  elect  ion ;  and  I  do  all  u  re  you 
that  no  expreflions  can  do  juftice  to 
the  fentiments  of  gratitude  and 
efteem  with  which 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  mo  ft  obedient  and 
Devoted  fervant, 

G.  J.  Fox* 

St.  Tames’s-ftreet, 

March  31,  1784. 

No.  III. 

The  following  Note  was  fent  to  the 
High  Bailiff  of  Weftminfter. 

Shakfpeare  Tavern,  Friday 
evening,  April  2. 

Mr.  Fox?s  committee  raoft  ear- 
neftly  requeft  the  high-bailiff  of 
Weftminfter,  to  exert  the  powers 
veiled  in  him  by  law,  for  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  peace,  and  of  the 
freedom  of  election  during  the  poll, 
in  order  to  prevent  a  repetition  of 
the  outrages  of  this  day,  lo  dilgraoe- 
fulfto  the  police,  and  fo  dangerous 
to  the  fafety  of  the  peaceable  elebfr 
ors  of  this  city. 

To  the  High -Bailiff  of 

Weftminfter. 
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.  No,  IV* 

April  2  e 

Mr.  Fox’s  committee,  in  juftice  to 
th.e  independent  electors  of  Well* 
ininfter,  who  were  fo  ltiamefully 
prevented  this  day  from  coming  up 
to  the  huilings  to  poll  in  his  favour, 
by  a  gang  of  bailors,  headed  by  na¬ 
val  officers,  and  carrying  his  ma- 
jefly’s  colours,  think  it  incumbent 
on  them  to  declare  that  they  have 

j 

taken  fuch  precautions  as  they  are 
allured  will  prevent  limilar  outrages 
on  this  ocean  on,  and  enable  the 
peaceable  debtors  of  the  laid  city  to 
give  their  fuffrages  without  further 
moleliation. 

No.  V, 

Shakfpeare,  April  4,  1784, 

Westminster  Election, 

The  Committee  for  condublijig  the 
election  of  Mr.  Fox  have  received 
information  that  a  great  number  of 
lodgers  and  others,  not  legally  qua¬ 
lified  to  vote  have  polled  for  lord 
Hood  and  hr  Cecil  Wray. 

The  committee  requeft  the  molt 
immediate  communication  of  them, 
and  of  all  other  events  that  tend  to 
contaminate  the  freedom  and  fair- 
nefs  of  the  election. 

As  the  meafures  taken  by  this 
committee  to  rdlore  peace  and  good 
•order,  have  been  fofcmd  perfebUypf- 
feblual,  they  earneitly  requefl:  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Fox  to  vote  as  early 
as  poffihle  to-mprrow,  when,  with¬ 
out  doubt,  the  iff ue  of  the  poll  will 
be  as  flattering  to  their  old  and  true 
favourite  as  the  arts  prablifed  laft 
Saturday,  in  bringing  up  all  the 
fervants  and  dependants  of  the 
king?s  houflipld — all  the  foldiers 
and  ferjeants  of  the  guard- — all  the 
people  of  the  queen’s  band  of  mu- 
tic,  3-n.d  many  other  deferiptions  of 


perfons,  trained  to  obey  the  word  of 
command,  feem  to  have  given  a 
temporary  triumph  to  his  enemies. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

J,  R.  Cocker,  fecretary. 

No.  VI. 

Wood’s  Hotel,  April  4. 

The  committee  for  conducting 
the  election  of  lord  Hood  and  fir 
Cecil  Wray,  prefent  their  compli¬ 
ments  to  fuch  of  the  worthy  inde¬ 
pendent  elebiors  of  W eftminlier  that 
were  prevented  from  giving  their 
fuffrages  on  the  fir  It  and  fecond 
days  of  the  poll,  (by  the  violent 
outrages  of  a  defperate  banditti  of 
Irifh  chairmen  and  pick-pockets) 
and  refpedtfully  acquaint  them  that, 
through  the  great  vigilance  of  the 
high-bailiff,  the  avenues  leading  to 
the  huttings  are  now  fufficientlv 
protected  by  the  peace-officers,  that 
they  may  give  their  votes  with  eafe 
and  fafety  to  themfelves ;  and  that 
your  early  attendance  for  that  pur- 
pofe  is  mod  humbly  foiicited. 

The  falle  and  infidious  charge 
made  by  our  opponents  again!!  the 
friends  of  our  two  worthy  candi¬ 
dates,  of  having  been  diffurbers  of 
the  peace,  in  preventing  the  debtors 
from  approaching  the  huilings, 
cannot  be  more  evinced  than  by  the 
great  majority  gained  by  you  011 
Saturday,  folely  owing  to  the  good 
order  then  kept;  and  this  commit¬ 
tee  in  of!  ardently  folicit  every  aid  of 
their  good  friends  in  this  noble 
ftruggle,  to  fupport  fuch  peace  and 
good  order,  as  much  in  refpebt  to 
thofe  of  the  oppofite  party,  as  to 
any  other;  for  on  this,  and  this 
alone,  depends  the  fuccefs  of  your 
worthy  candidates,  aiid  in  the  end, 
cannot  fail  to  produce  them  a  very 
great  majority. 
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No.  VII. 

April  6. 

PLAIN  RELATION  OF  FACTS. 

The  allertions  of  Mr.  John 
Churchill  and  his  committee  mult 
undoubtedly  obtain  due  credit  with 
every"  honed  debtor  of  We  ft  minder. 
On  the  fecond  day  of  the  election, 
it  is  univerfally  known,  that  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Fox  were  driven 
from  the  huftings,  and  beileged  in 
the  Shakfpeare  by  a  gang  of  bail¬ 
ors ;  two  of  whom,  being*  after¬ 
wards  queftioned,  confefled  that 
they  received  daily  for  their  fervices 
fiye  (hillings  a-niece.  On  Mon- 

O  JL 

day,  at  the  clo  e  ol  the  poll,  the 
fame  gang,  armed  with  bludgeons, 
were  feen  to  come  down  King- 
ilreetr  and  knock  down  feveral  un¬ 
armed  perfons,  who  had  Fox  rib¬ 
bands  in  their  hats.  The  populace, 
however,  at  length  made  head 
againft  them,  and  feverely  retaliated 
upon  them  the  outrages  of  that  and 
the  preceding"  days.  Tuefday  the 
fame  gang  began  ft  mi  la  r  riots  in 
the  morning.  A  gentleman  was 
phrfued  by  them  into  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Blackmore,  taylor,  in  Henriet- 
ta-ftreet,  where  they  took  from  him 
the  ribband  in  his  hat.  One  of 
them  was,  however,  fecu red  by  the 
peace-officers  attending  about  the 
huftings.  In  the  afternoon,  long 
before  any  tumult  in  Covent-gard- 

*  _  ^  o 

en,  two  parties  of  Tailors,  armed 
with  bludgeons,  ran  along  the 
Strand  up  Southampton -ffireet,  to 
the  conviction  of  many  hundreds  of 
peaceable  fpecfators,  with  an  evident 
purpofe  of  making  a  riot.  In  con- 
elulion,  however,  it  appears  that 
they  were  again  worded.  This  is 
a  plain  recital  of  known  fadts.  How 
then  can  Mr.  John  Churchill  and 
his  committee,  in  their  advertife- 
ments  of  yefterday  morning,  dare 
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to  charge  the  late  diforders  on  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Fox  ? 

No.  VIII. 

To  the  Worthy  Electors  of  the  City 
and  Liberties  of  Weflminfter. 

Gentlemen, 

The  advantage  obtained  by  my 
opponents  upon  the  poll  (though, 
by  no  means  deeiftve)  is  fuch  as  to 
render  your  utmoft  exertions  neceft* 
fary. 

Your  interefts,  in  this  conteft, 
are  much  more  deeply  engaged  than 
mine.  If  the  oufe  of  the  inde¬ 
pendent  electors  fliould,  in  this  in¬ 
fra  nee,  be  overborne,  it  is  next  to 
impoffible  that  any  man  fliould 
again  venture  to  ffcand  for  this  city 
in  oppofttion  to  the  nomination  of 
the  court. 

r 

The  qu eft; ion  now  is  not,  Who 
fliall  be  defied  ?  But  who  fhaii 
eleCH  It  is  not  between  ftr  Cecil 
Wray  and  me,  but  between  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  court  and  the  rights 
of  the  independent  electors. 

The  number  of  unpolled  votes  is 
yet  fo  great  that  there  is  little  doubt 
of  your  fuccefs,  if  proper  exertions 
are  made.  Nothing-  fliall  be  want¬ 
ing  on  my  part;  I  will  fpare  no 
pains :  I  will,  fubmit  to  every  in¬ 
convenience,  rather  than  be  accef- 
fary  in  delivering  you,  over  to  that 
’flare  of  fubjedtion  from  which  yon 
fo  honourably  refeued  yourfelves  at 
the  laft  general  election. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  moll  obedient  and 
Faithful  humble  fervant, 

a  j.  Fox. 

St,  James Vftreet,  Tuefday, 

April  6, 
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April  6, 

To  the  truly  independent  Electors 
of  Weftminffcer, 

A  caufe  fupported  by  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  a  court  and  the  union  of 
two  great  and  powerful  noblemen, 
is  neceflarily  capable  of  more  bid¬ 
den  exertion  than  an  opposition 
reding  folely  on  the  Separate  efforts 
of  many  free  and  independent  indi¬ 
viduals"  To  this  circuraftanCe,  fir 
Cecil  Wray  is  wholly  indebted  for 
his  temporary  majorities.  But  the 
tide  is  now  turned.  Yederday  you 
gained  an  advantage,  however  Small, 
yet  Sufficient  to  animate  you  to  fur¬ 
ther  endeavours.  If  you  have  dill 
the  Spirit  which  you  (hewed  in  your 
fh*d  election  of  Mr.  Fox,  it  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  yet  in  your  power  to  en- 
fure  fuccefs. 

The-  guards,  perhaps,  have  ever 
been,  in  Some  degree,  employed  to 
turn  the  Scale  of  a  conted  in  favour 
of  a  court  candidate  But  hitherto 
decency,  at  lead,  was  preferred  on 
Similar  occadons.  You  well  know? 
that  they  were  never  before  marched 
to  the  h liftings  in  Such  bodies ;  I 
may  fay,  in  companies  and  regi¬ 
ments.  If  you  have  the  independ¬ 
ency  of  Englifhmen,  or  the  common 
feelings  of  men,  Suffer  not  Such  a 
daring  attack  on  the  freedom  of 
eleblions ;  or  will  you  wait,  till 
you  fee  the  whole  corps  in  regi¬ 
mentals,  with  fixed  bayonets,  drawn 
up  in  Covent-garden?  That  only 
will  remain,  if  you  acquiefeein  the 
preleiit  infult. 

No.  X. 

April  10. 

Ireland's,  Bow-dreet, 
Selebf  Committee. 

F’alfe  Votes  for  Hood  and  Wray. 

The  felebt  committee  think  it 
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their  duty  to  inform  the  friends  of 
Mr.  Fox,  that  they  have  already 
received  the  mod  indisputable  testi¬ 
mony  of  above  two  hundred  falfe 
votes  polled  for  Lord  Hood  and  fir 
Cecil  Wray,  and  they  have  every 
reafon  to  be  convinced  that  Mr* 
Fox  has,  at  this  moment,  a  majority 
of  legal  votes  upon  the  poll. 

An  authenticated  date  of  Some  of 
the  extraordinary  cafes  of  flagrant 
impofition  pradtifed  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  is  preparing  to  be  laid  before 
the  public  immediately. 

R.  Morrell,  fee. 

No.  XL 

WeftminAer  Eiebtkm. 

A  Caution. 

% 

Whereas  authentic  information 
has  been  received  that  numbers  of 
perfons,  who  are  neither  debtors 
nor  inhabitants  of  Weftminfter, 
have  had  the  audacity  to  vote  for 
Mr.  Fox;  and  whereas  it  appears 
evident  that  particularly  on  Tuef- 
day  and  Wednefday  the  majority  of 
thofe  who  voted  for  Mr.  Fox  were 
lodgers,  and  perfons  refiding  out  o£ 
the  city  and  liberties  of  Weftmin- 
der,  (many  of  whom  are  known  to 
be  weavers  in  Spitalfields,  and  to 
have  received  money  for  their  votes), 
This  is  to  give  notice,  that  whoever 
{hall  appear  to  have  been  guilty  of 
perjury  or  mifdemeanor,  by  receiv¬ 
ing  money  for  his  vote,  or  by  falfely 
declaring  himfelf  to  be  a  houfe- 
keeper,  the  names  of  Such  perfons 
will  be  pub-1  ifhed,  and  they,  will  be 
profecuted  to  the  utmoft  vigour  of 
the  law. 

Wood’s  Hotel, 

April  1 6,  i  7  B ^ . 

No.  XII. 

The  Freedom  of  Election  violated. 

Whereas  a  mod  daring  and  out¬ 

rageous 
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rageous  attack  was  this  day  com* 
mitted,  towards  the  dole  of  the  poll, 
on  the  peace-officers,  leveral  of 
whom  were  dangeroully  wounded 
by  perfons  armed  with  cleavers, 
bludgeons,  and  other  offenfive  wea¬ 
pons,  Whoever  will  give  infor¬ 
mation  of  any  of  the  above  offend¬ 
ers,  to  that  they  may  be  brought  to 
piumhment,  fhall,  on  their  convic¬ 
tion,  receive  twenty  pounds,  to  be 
paid  by  me, 

J.  P,  Atkinson, 
Secretary  to  the  fub-com- 
mittee  for  conducting  the 
eledtlon  of  lord  Hood  and 
fir  Cecil  Wray. 

Wood’s  Hotel, 

April  17,  1784, 

No,  XIII. 

Wood’s  Hotel,  April  2 o,  1784, 
Weftminffer  Election. 

The  committee  for  conducting 
the  eleCtion  of  lord  Hood  and  fir 
Cecil  Wray  think  proper,  from  mo¬ 
tives  of  humanity,  to  give  notice  to 
thofe  poor  unfortunate  men  who 
are  liable  to  be  feduced,  that  every 
one  who  accepts  money  to  vote  is 
liable  to  a  penalty  of  qocL  that 
every  one  who  takes  a  falfe  oath  on 
the  poll  is  liable  to  be  tranfported 
■for  feven  years;  and  that  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  committee  are  deter¬ 
mined,  as  a  duty  they  owe  to  the 
public,  to  profecute  every  one  who 
receives  or  gives  a  bribe  orpromife, 
or  even  lays  a  wager,  or  gives 
more  for  any  thing,  under  pretence 
of  purchafe,  than  it  is  really  worth, 
thofe  being  devices  contrary  to  the 
ftatutes  again  it  bribery  and  corrup¬ 
tion, 

N.  B.  Even  the  perfon  who 
gi  ves  the  bribe  may  be  a  witnefs 
again  it  the'  man  who  has  been 
Rrjbed, 
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No.  XIV. 

Ireland’s,  Bow-ftreer,* 
April  21,  1784, 

SeleCt  Committee, 

Subornation  of  Perjury  ! 

Among  the  many  bale  and  con¬ 
temptible  arts  praCtiled  by  the  op¬ 
ponents  of  Mr,  Fox,  and  deteCied 
by  this  committee,  it  is  not  without 
concern  they  inform  the  public  that 
a  new  inftance  of  the  miferable  de¬ 
pravity  of  the  court-party,  and  one 
of  the  very  blacked;  dye,  is  now 
come  well  authenticated  to  their 
hands.  Two  unfortunate  wretches 
have  confefied,  that  they  have  ac¬ 
tual  ly  received  a  fum  of  money  to 
fwear  that  they  were  bribed  to  poll 
for  Mr.  Fox!  The  friends  to  jufiice 
may  reft  afliired,  that  proper  legal 
fteps  are  now  taking  to  bring  the 
matter  home  to  the  unprincipled 
managers  in  this  dark  and  deteft- 
able  tranfaCfion,  who,  in  the  eye  of 
reafon,  are  undoubtedly  more  guilty 
than  their  deluded  inftruinents,  who 
have  now  a  proper  fenfe  of  the  ini¬ 
quitous  fnare  they  were  drawn  in¬ 
to. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

R.  Morrell,  fecretary. 

No.  XV. 

St.  James’s-ftreet,  April  26, 1784. 

To  .the  worthy  and  independent 
debtors  of  the  City  and  Liber¬ 
ties  of  Weftminfter, 

Gentlemen, 

The  pr.efent  ftate  of  the  poll  ex¬ 
hibits  a  glorious  example  of  what 
may  be  expended  from  the  per  fever- 
ance  of  independent  men  in  the 
caufe  of  liberty  and  the  conftitu- 
tion. 

I  beg  leave  rqoft  earneftly  to  foil- 
fit  the  continuance  of  your  gene- 

1  rqus 
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rous  exertions  in  my  favour.  The 
importance  of  every  individual  vote 
is  now  fufficiently  evident;  and  the 
number  of  electors  who  have  allured 
me  that  they  would  come  forward 
whenever  it  fhould  appear  that 
their  vote  might  probably  be  deci- 
iive,  leaves  me  no  doubt  of  fuc- 
cefs* 

The  unprecedented  exertions 
which  the  fervants  of  the  crown 
have  thought  themfelves  at  liberty 
to  make  again  ft  me,  .as  well  by  an 
indecent  pvoftitution  of  the  moll  fa* 
cred  names,  as  by  every  other  fpe- 
cies  of  unconftirutional  influence, 
have  produced  rhe  eifecls  naturally 
to  be  expended  from  fuch  proceed¬ 
ings,  by  railing  the  fpirit  and 
awakening  the  indignation  of  every 
bone  ft  and  independent  eleCfor. 

My  public  life  is  too  well  known 
to  you  to  make  any  profeffions  ne^ 
ceffary.  Thofe  principles  which 
brought  about  the  glorious  revolu¬ 
tion,  which  feated  his  majefty’s  il- 
luftrious  family  upon  the  throne, 
and  which  have  preferved  the  li¬ 
berty  of  this  conftitution,  have 
ever  been  the  inviolable  rule  of  my 
political  conduCt. 

Upon  thefe  grounds  I  again  pre- 
fume  to  requeft  your  fupport ;  and 
if  I  fhould  be  happy  enough  to  be 
re-eleCted  reprefentativeof  this  great 
and  refpeCtable  city,  you  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  finding  in  me  a  Heady 
supporter  of  the  whig  caufe,  a  de¬ 
termined  enemy  to  that  fecret  influ¬ 
ence  by  which  the  prefent  adminif- 
tration  was  created,  and  an  unalter¬ 
able  friend  to  the  rights  of  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

X  am,  with  every  fentiment  of 
gratitude  and  refpeCt, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

And  moft  humble  fervant, 

C,  J.  Fox. 
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No.  XVI. 

Shakfpeare  Tavern, 

Monday  evening,  May  10,  1784. 

Lord  Robert  Spencer  in  the  Chair, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee 
for  conducting  Mr.  Fox’s  election, 
held  to  take  into  conflderation  the 
circumftances  of  the  riot  which 
happened  at  the  dole  of  this  morn¬ 
ing’s  poll,  and  has  been  continued 
through  the  whole  of  the  day. 

R  e  fo  1  ved  u  nanim  ou  fly,  T  hat  th  ere 
appears  to  be  the  ftrongeft  grounds 
to  believe  that  the  whole  has  arifen 
from  a  moft  profligate  and  iniqui¬ 
tous  conipiracy  on  the  part  of  the 
opponents  of  Mr,  Fox,  to  endeavour 
to  break  the  peace  of  the  election, 
and  to  overawe  the  independent  ci¬ 
tizens,  by  the  moft  flagrant  uncon- 
flitutiona!  means,  which  the  defpair 
of  a  corrupt  and  unprincipled  party 
could  flicroeft. 

O  o 

Refolved,  That  the- introduction, 
of  the  military,  after  every  appear* 
ance  of  riot  had  ceafed  in  the  morn¬ 
ing;  their  feizing  perfons  peaceably 
remaining  on  the  fpot,  retaining 
them  under  a  military  guard,  re¬ 
filling  the  admiflion  of  any  evidence 

ou  ^  ^ 

in  their  behalf,  and  a  {faulting  with 
fixed  bayonets,  a  party  of  gentle¬ 
men  who  came  by  appointment 
with  the  magi fl rates  to  offer  bail 
for  them,  are  ads  which,  if  coun¬ 
tenanced,  violate  not  only  the  free¬ 
dom  of  eleCtion,  but  every  piincN 
pie  of  liberty  in  the  country. 

Refolved,  That  the  beginning  of 
the  riot  is  folely  to  be  attributed  to 
the  extraordinary  aCt  of  magi  Aerial 
power  exercifcd  this  morning,  in 
bringing  to  the  huttings  a  body  of 
ruffians  within  the  polling  rail,  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  their  being  new- 
made  conflables,  though  the  peace-: 
able  conduCt  of  the  poll,  for  many 
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days  pad,  has  proved  that  no  fuch 
force  was  neceflary  for  any  good 
purpoie. 

Refolded,  That  a  committee  be 
immediately  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  whole  of  this  atrocious 
and  extraordinary  tranfaClion,  by 
which  the  freedom  of  election  has 
been  audaeioufly  violated,  and  the 
moll  facred  rights  of  Englishmen 
tyrannically  trampled  under  foot. 

Copy  of  a  Circular  Letter,  fent  by 
the  direction  of  the  Lord  Lieute¬ 
nant  of  the  County  to  the  diffe¬ 
rent  acting  Juftices. 

“  Sir, 

“  Having  received  a  letter  from 

the  duke  of  Northumberland,  cuftos 

rotulorumof  the  county  of  Middle- 

* 

iex  and  city  and  liberty  of  Weitmin- 
fter,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy— 

Northumberland  Honfe, 
May  8,  1784, 

u>  Sir 
01 1  ^ 

44  i  think  it  necefiarv  that  a 
meeting  of  all  the  acting  mag  iff  rates 
of  the  city  and  liberty  of  Weftmin- 
iter  Ihould  be  held  forthwith,  to 
confide  t'  fuch  meafures  as  may  be 
.proper  and  advifeable  to  be  adopted 
for  the  prefervation  of  peace  and 
good  order  within  the  faid  city  and 
liberty  on  the  c'lofe  of  the  poll, 
which  it  is  expeefted  will  foon  take 
place.  I  muff;  therefore  defire  you 
will  call  fuch  meeting  011  Monday 
next,  to  be  held  at  eleven  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon,  at  the  Guildhall,  in 
King-ffreet,  Weffininffer,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  you  will  be  careful 
to  recommend  that  fuch  ffeps  as 
fhali  then  be  determined  on  may  be 
pur fued  with  vigour  and  effect. 

44  1  am,  with  great  regard,  fir, 
Your  moft  obedient 
'■ 1  Humble  fervanr, 

“  Northumberland. 

William  Main  waring,  efq.” 
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cl  I  take  the  earli-eft  opportunity 
of  communicating  it  to  you,  and 
doubt  not  you  will  pay  due  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  grace’s  wifhes  upon  the 
matter,  and  that  you  will  meet  012 
Monday  next,  at  eleven  o’clock  in 
the  forenoon,  at  the  Guildhall, 
Weftminfler,  purfuant  thereto. 

44  X  am,  fir, 

44  Your  moft  obedient 
44  Humble  fervant, 

44  W I  L  LIAM  M  A  I N  VV  A  R  I  MG, 

44  Chairman  of  the  feffions.’* 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

J.  11.  Cocker,  fee. 

No.  XVII. 

Shakfpeare  Tavern, 
We  due  fd ay  ni-hr. 

General  Committee,  May  1 2.,  1784. 

The  feleft  committee  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  late 
riot,  have  reported  many  circum- 
ffances,  fubftantiated  by  the  moft: 
incontrovertible  evidence,  by  which 
it  now  indifputably  appears  that 
the  late  tumult,  and  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  con feq uences  which  followed, 
are  to  be  attributed  foleiy  to  the 
atrocious  condurit  of  the  in  aH  ft  rate 

O 

who  brought  to' the  buffings  of  Co¬ 
vent-gar  den,  under  pretence  of  af* 
filling  the  peace-officers  on  Mon¬ 
day  laft,  a  defperate  banditti,  a  - 
gain  ft  the  opinion  and  remon- 
ftmnces  of  all  the  ether  magiff rates 
who  met  at  the  Guildhall,  Weff¬ 
ininffer,  on  that  morning.  A  war¬ 
rant  is  obtained  againft  one  of  fhe 
ring- leaders  in  the  execution  of  this 
daring  plan.  Enquiries  are  mak¬ 
ing  after  others,  and  proper  me. 
thods  purfuing  to  bring  the  offend¬ 
ing  magiftrate  to  juffice. 

Refolved,  That  the  feleCf  com¬ 
mittee  be  defired  to  perfevqre  ia 
their  enquiries  in  this  bulinefs,  and 
that  a  ftate  of  the  iniquitous  rran- 

fa&ians 
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factions  already  brought  to  light  be 
immediately  prepared  for  publica¬ 
tion. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

J.  R.  Cocker,  fee. 

No.  xvn  r* 

A  Murder. 

Whereas,  011  Monday  la  ft,  be¬ 
tween  the  hours  of  three  and  four 
o’clock,  a  moft:  violent  affault  was 
made  in  Covent-garden,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  poll,  on  feveral  perfons,  by 
men  armed  with  bludgeons,  cleav¬ 
ers,  and  other  offenftve  weapons ; 
in  confequence  of  which,  Nicholas 
Caffon,  a  peace-officer,  received 
many  wounds  on  his  head,  and  feve- 
xal  other  parts  of  his  body,  which 
occaiioned  his  death,  and  the  coro¬ 
ner’s  inqueft  have  found,  that  the 
laid,  Nicholas  Caffon  was  wilfully 
murdered  by  fome  perfon  or  perfons 
unknown. 

And  whereas  there  is  the  ftrong- 
eft  reafon  to  believe  that  the  ruffians 
fo  armed  with  bludgeons  and  cleav¬ 
ers,  who  committed  this  daring  out¬ 
rage,  have  been  daily  hired  from  the 
commencement  of  the  election  to  the 
prefent  period. 

The  committee  appointed  to  con¬ 
duct  the  election  of  lord  Hood  and 
iir  Cecil  Wi  •ayr  thinking  it  a  duty 
which  they  owe  to  the  public  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  to  the  debtors  of  Weft- 
minfter  in  particular,  to  bring  every 
offender  to  juftice,  who  has  been 
concerned  in  this  inhuman  and 
bloody  tran fablion,  do  hereby  offer  a 
reward  of  fifty  pounds  to  any  perfon 
or  perfons  who  fliall  difeover  the 
murderers,  or  the  parties  who  hired 
©r  employed  them.  The  reward  to 
be  paid  on  conviction,  by  Mr.  Sa¬ 
muel  Wood,  Covent-garden  Piazza. 

J.  P.  Atkinson,  fee. 

W ood’s ,  Covent •  garden, 

May  12,  1 7  84. 
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General  Committee. 

Shakfpeare  Tavern  t 
May  14,  1784. 

Authentic  information  being  re¬ 
ceived  that  the  meafure  of  bringing  a 
body  of  near  two  hundred  armed 
ruffians,  under  pretence  of  aflifting 
the  Weftminfter  peace-officers,  on 
Monday  laft,  and  lodging  them  in 
the  committee -room  of  lord  Hood 
and  fir  Cecil  Wray,  in  King  ftreet, 
from  whence  they  iffued  to  the  place 
of  poll,  and  on  the  clofe  of  it  com¬ 
menced  the  latal  outrages  which  en- 
fued,  was  in  no  rc-fpeCt  authorized 
by  or  concerted  with  the  magiftrates 
allembled  that  morning  bv  the  lord 
lieutenant,  but  was,  on  the  contrary* 
the  foie  aft  of  juftice  Wilmot,  a- 
gain  ft  the  advice  and  remonftrances 
of  all  the  faid  magiftrates,  The 
committee  for  conducting  Mr,  Fox’s 
elebtion  think  it  incumbent  on  them 
immediately  to  retrabf  any  reflection 
which  may  appear  to  be  contained 
in  their  former  advertifement  cn 
this  fubjeCt  againft  the  magiftrates  in 
general  who  formed  the  aforefaid 
meeting.  And  the  committee  fur* 
ther  pledge  themfelves  to  profecute 
to  the  utmoft  the  magiftrate  who 
planned  this  moft:  iniquitious  buffi* 
net’s,  as  well  as  the  ring-leaders, 
who  were  fo  audacioufly  ablive  in 
the  execution  of  it.  It  is  unnecef- 
lary  for  this  committee  to  requeft 
the  public  to  fnfpend  their  opinion 
on  this  affair,  till  the  authentic  par-* 
ticulars  are  laid  before  them  to-mor¬ 
row.  The  falfhoods  and  fcurrilitie§ 
ifiued  from  Wood’s  Hotel,  are  fo> 
bale  and  contemptible  that  they  can 
have  produced  no  other  effebt,  but  a 
general  lufpicion  of  the  guilt  of  the 
party  they  are  meant  to  exculpate. 
By  order  of  the  committee, 

J,  R,  Cocker,  feev 
No.  XX* 
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No.  XX. 

A  Murder, 

May  19. 

Whereas  a  defperate  banditti, 
hired  a  gain  ft  the  will  and  renton- 
ftrances  of  all  the  Weftminfter  ma* 
giftrates,  and  armed  with  bludgeons, 
ftaves,  and  piftols,  under  pretence 
of  afftfting  the  Weftminfter  peace 
officers,  did,  on  Monday  laft,  illue 
forth  from  Hood  and  Wray’s  com¬ 
mittee 'room,  in  King-ftreet,  to  the 
place,  of  poll  at  Covent-garden,  and 
at  the  dole  thereof  did  violently  and 
inhumanly  affault  fundry  peaceable 
perfons,  and  thereby  raiie  an  affray, 
In  which  Nicholas  Gaffbn  loft  his 
life. 

This  -is  to  give  notice,  that  a  re- 
%vard  of  one  hundred  guineas  will 
be  paid  by  the  fecretary  to  the  com¬ 
mittee  for  conducting  Mr.  Fox’s 
eledion,  to  any  perfon  or  perions 
who  (hall  difeover  and  apprehend, 
fo  that  they  may  be  profecuted  to 
convidion,  any  of  the  faid  daring 
offenders,  or  the  party  who  hired, 
paid,  or  undertook  to  pay  them. 

N»  B.  As  warrants  are  obtained 
again  ft  two  of  the  principal  ring¬ 
leaders,  perfons  prefent  at  the  adual 
commencement  of  the  affray,  are 
requefted  inftantly  to  communicate 
any  material  information  relative  to 
their  accomplices,  or  their  employ¬ 
ers,  to  Mr.  Fox’s  committee  at  the 
Shakfpeare. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 

J,  R.  Cocker,  Sec, 

No.  XXI. 

St.  James’s-ftreet,  June  10,  1)84. 

To  the  Independent  Eledors  of  the 
city  of  Weftminfter. 

Gentlemen, 

The  difficulty  of  alluding,  with 
propriety,  to  a  fubjed  adually  in 
difcuffion  before  the  houfe  of  com¬ 


mons,  and  the  impoffibility  of 
wholly  omitting  the  mention  of  the 
late  return  in  any  addrefs  to  you, 
have  been  the  motives  which  have 
hitherto  induced  me  to  refufe  my* 
felf  the  fatisfadion  of  expreffing 
my  gratitude  to  you,  for  the  great 
honour  you  have  done  me,  in  eled- 
ing  me  a  fourth  time  to  be  your  re- 
prefentative  in  parliament. 

I  do  allure  you,  that  I  do  not 
feel  the  obligations  you  have  con¬ 
ferred  upon  me  the  lefs,  becaufe 
they  have  not  yet  had  their  full  ei- 
fed.  The  plan  which  appears  to 
have  been  concerted  between  his 
majefty’g  minifters  and  the  high 
bailiff,  to  deprive  you  of  your 
rights,  has  been  indeed  but  too  fuc- 
cefsfully  executed.  The  extreme 
caution  with  which  the  return  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  framed,  in  order 
ifudioufly  to  avoid  all  legal  exami¬ 
nation,  either  in  the  common  courts 
of  juftice,  or  jpefore  a  committee 
under  Mr.  Grenville’s  ad,  and  the 
art  with  which  the  miniftry  have 
contrived  to  revive,  in  this  inftance, 
the  judicature  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  in  matters  of  eledion,  are 
circumilances  which  deferve  vour 
moft  ferious  attention,  and  which 
of  themfelves  fufficrently  evince  the 
opinion  entertained  of  thefe  late 
meafures  by  their  authors. — No 
other  return  could  have  anfwered 
their  purpofe  of  avoiding  legal  exa¬ 
mination,  and  of  precluding  you 
from  legal  redrefs.  If  the  high 
bailiff  had  returned  fir  Cecil  Wray, 
a  petition  again  ft  fuch  return  mu  ft 
have  been  heard  by  a  committee 
upon  oath,  and  a  lpeedy  remedy 
muft  have  been  obtained.  If  a  dou¬ 
ble  return  had  been  the  mteaiure, 
your  redrefs  would  have  been  ftill 
more  immediate  ; — the  wifdom  of 
our  anceftors  having  given  a  juft 
priority  to  fuch  cafes,  upon  that 
lacred  and  fundamental  principle, 

never 
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never  till  now  violated,  that  the  Hi-fi 
bufinefs  of  a  houfe  of  commons 


to  fee  that  its  numbers  are  complete. 
Even  if  lord  Hood  had  been  return¬ 
ed  fihgly,  fuch  a  return  could  not 
have  been  explained  away,  fo  as  not 
to  fall  under  the  provifions  of  Mr. 
Grenville’s  aft.  To  avoid  there¬ 
fore  the  poffibility  of  your  caufe  be¬ 
ing  referred  to  any  other  tribunal 
than  that  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
at  large,  a  tribunal  vvhofe  injufliee 
and  partiality  in  matters  of  election, 
have  been  recognized  by  the  houfe 
itfelf,  a  mode  of  return  was  invent¬ 
ed,  for  which  no  precedent  has  been 
found  on  the  records  of  parliament ; 
and  the  houfe  of  commons  have  de¬ 
termined  that  the  high  bailiff  may 
go  on  with  the  fcrutiny.  Refpeft 
to  the  houfe  of  commons  forbids  me 
to  make  any  other  obfervation  up¬ 
on  their  decilion,  than  that  it  mu  if 
make  the  neceffity  of  Mr.  Grenville’s 
aft  tmiverfally  acknowledged. 

I  protcft  folemnly  againil  the  le¬ 
gality  of  this  fcrutiny ;  but  I  will 
Ihun  no  opportunity  of  vindicating 
the  infulted  character  of  my  con- 
ffituents.  I  therefore  fubmit  to  pro¬ 
ceed  upon  it,  with  this  determina¬ 
tion  :  while  I  am  thanking  you  for 
paid  favours,  I  muff  earneffly  foli 
cit  the  continuance  of  your  exer¬ 
tions  in  your  feveral  pariflies,  as 
well  to  detect  the  bad  votes  of  my 
adverfaries,  ts  to  defend  Inch  ot 
your  own,  as  may  be  unjuftly  at¬ 
tacked  . 

The  audacious  manner  in  which 
the  high  bailiff  j unified  himielf  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
upon  thofe  very  grounds  which  he 
difciaimed  with  indignation  in  the 
veftry-room  —  the  virulence  and 
party  fpirit  that  appeared  in  his 
written  defence,  which  his  friends 
were  yet  prudent  enough  to  prevent 
being  fubmitted  to  the  perufalof  the 
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members ;  and  above  all,  the  clan- 
delfine  intercourfe  which  appears  to 
have  been  carried  on  between  him 
and  my  opponents,  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  election,  and  the 
boundlefs  confidence  which  he  feems 
to  have  given  to  all  the  idle  tales  of 
their  agents,  yield  us  no  very  flat¬ 
tering  profpedt  of  equity  or  fairnefs 
in  the  court  before  which  this  en¬ 
quiry  is  to  be  conduced  :  but  truth 
and  j office,  fu-pported  by  perfever- 
ance  and  refolution,  will  ultimately 
be  triumphant  againfl  the  daring 
confpiracy  which  has  been  formed 
againft  them. 

To  raife  tumults  and  riots  by  the 
means  of  conffables,  whofe  duty  it  is 
to  preferve  the  peace  ;  to  make  fuch 
riots  the  pretence  for  an  unconffitu- 
tional  introduction  of  the  military 
during  an  election  ; — to  attempt,  by 
a  moft  infamous  profecution,  to  take 
away  the  lives  of  innocent  men  ; 
and  finally,  by  an  unprecedented 
return,  to  exclude  this  city  from 
the  benefit  of  Mr.  Grenville’s  a6t, 
and  to  deprive  you  of  your  right  of 
reprefentation,  fo  that  your  money 
may  be  given  and  granted  without 
your  conlent ;  thefe  are  the  arts  by 
which  thole,  who  have  in  vain 
courted  your  favour,  now  hope  to 
intimidate  you  into  fubmiflion.  I 
feel  myfelf  allured,  they  will  find 
that  it  is  as  impoffible  to  terrify  you 
as  to  deceive,  and  that  this  refpedf- 
able  city  will,  in  this  feafon  of  po* 
pular  delufion,  ffand  a  fplendid  ex¬ 
ample  of  fteadinefs  and  attachment 
to  thofe  principles,  to  which  the 
king  owes  his  crown,  and  Great 
Britain  her  liberty.  It  will  be  my 
humble  talk,  both  in  and  out  of 
parliament,  to  fecond  your  efforts, 
and  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  juftify 
the  partiality  you  have  (hewn  me, 
through  fuch  arduous  trials,  and 
with  fuch  unfhaken  pc rfeve ranee, 

I  muff  again  repeat,  that  no  word* 
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can  exp  refs  thofe  fentiments  of  gra* 
litude  with  which  I  have  the  .ho¬ 
nour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  mofl  obliged,  and 
Devoted  fervant, 

C.  J.  Foxs 
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Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  in  the 
Scrutiny  that  w as  inftituted  in  Be- 
half  of  Sir  Cecil  I'Pray,  Bart .  for 
the  Purpofe  of  invefi gating  the 
Legality  of  the  Jr ties  given,  in  the 
late  Wefminfer  Eledlion . 

No.  L 

The  following  is  an  official  Copy  of 
the  Return  made  by  the  High 
Bailiff  of  Wfefhninfter  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Middlefex,  and  by  the 
Sheriff  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  : 

Thomas  Corbett,  bailiff  of  the 
liberty  or  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter, 
at  Weftminfter,  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  doth  hereby  certify  unto 
the  ilieriff  of  the  faid  county  of 
Middlefex,  that  by  virtue  of  a 
certain  precept,  dated  the  26th  day 
of  May  lad,  and  on  the  fame  day 
delivered  to  him  the  faid  bailiff,  by 
the  faid  fheriff  for  the  eleCtion  of 
two  citizens  to  ierve  in  the  enfuing 
parliament  for  the  city  of  Weftmin- 
der,  and  by  virtue  of  the  writ  there¬ 
in  recited,  (proclamation  of  the 
premifes  in  the  faid  precept  fird 
mentioned,  of  the  day  and  place  as 
in  the  faid  precept  is  directed  fird 
being  made)  he  the  laid  bailiff  did 
proceed  to  the  election  of  two  citi¬ 
zens  to  ferve  in  the  enfuing  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  faid  city  of  Weftmin¬ 
fter,  on  the  fird  day  of  April  now 
lad  pad,  on  which  day  appeared 
'*7 84, 


and  were  put  in  nomination  the 
three  candidates  herein  after  men-5 
tioned,  and  a  poll  being  demanded, 
he  the  faid  bailiff  did  forthwith 
proceed  to  take  the  faid  poll,  and 
continued  to  take  the  fame  day  by 
day,  during  fix  hours  each  day, 
viz.  from  nine  in  the  forenoon  to 
three  in  the  afternoon,  until  the  day 
of  the  date  of  thefe  prefents  inclu- 
iive,  on  which  day  the  faid  poll  was 
finally  clofed,  when  the  numbers 
on  the  faid  poll  for  the  faid  feverai 
candidates  flood  as  follows,  viz® 


For  the  right  hon.  fir  Sa¬ 
muel  Hood,  baronet, 
baron  Hood  of  the 
^  kingdom  of  Ireland  -  6694 

For  the  right  hon.  Charles 

James  Fox  -  -  6233 

For  fir  Cecil  Wray,  bare® 

-  -  599S 

The  faid  bailiff  further  fets  forth, 
that  on  the  faid  final  clofe  of  the 
poll,  a  ferutiny  was  duly  demanded 
in  behalf  of  fir  Cecil  Wray,  which 
ferutiny  the  faid  bailiff  has  granted 
for  the  purpofe  of'invefligating  the 
legality  of  the  votes  more  accurately 
than  could  be  done  on  the  (aid  poll ; 
and  the  faid  ferutiny  fo  granted  is 
now  pending  and  undetermined,  and 
by  reafon  of  the  premifes,  the  Did 
bailiff  humbly  conceives  he  cannot 
make  any  other  return  to  the  faid 
precept  than  as  herein-before  is 
contained,  until  the  faid  ferutiny 
(hall  be  determined,  which  he  fully 
intends  to  proceed  upon  with  ail 
practicable  difpatch.  In  witnefs 
whereof,  he  the  faid  Thomas  Cor¬ 
bett,  bailiff  of  the  faid  liberty,  hath 
hereunto  fet  his  hand  and  jteal,  the 
17th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1784. 

Tho,  Corbett,  bailiff. 
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No.  II. 

May  26* 

The  petition  prefen  ted  by  Mr* 
Fox,  relative  to  the  election  for 
Well;  minder,  is  very  long,  and 
takes  notice  of  feveral  transactions 
during  the  poll;  it  dates  fully  the 
return  made  by  the  bailiff,  and  then 
obferves*— 

That  at  the  final  clofe  of  the  poll* 
at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  on 
the  17th  day  of  May,  a  fcrutiny 
was  demanded  on  the  part  of  fir  Ce- 
nil  Wray,  which  was  immediately 
objected  to  by  your  petitioner. 

That  the  bailiff  did  take  upon 
him,  contrary  to  the  exigency  or  the 
writ,  the  pofitive  injunction  of  the 
datute,  rtnd  the  invariable  law  and 
ufage  of  parliament,  in  the  mod  ar¬ 
bitrary  and  illegal  manner,  to  de¬ 
clare  that  he  would  grant  fuch  fcru¬ 
tiny,  to  commence  and  be  proceeded 
upon,  after  the  day  appointed  for 
the  day  of  returning  the  writs  for 
fummoning  this  parliament. 

That  the  faid  bailiff  in  refilling  to 
execute  the  faid  indenture  tendered 
to  him,  and  to  return  the  petitioner 
■as  one  of  the  two  citizens  duly  defi¬ 
ed  to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  faid 
city,  according  to  the  ufual  courfe 
of  proceeding  in  fuch  cafes,  and  in 
the  common  and  edablifhed  form  of 
returns,  and  in  making  fuch  fpecial 
return  as  aforefaid,  has  concluded 
himfelf  in  a  manner  equally  arbi¬ 
trary,  illegal,  unconftitutional,  and 
unprecedented,  and  which,  if  coun¬ 
tenanced,  would  not  only  totally 
fubvert  the  ancient  forms  of  eledions 
of  members  to  ferve  in  parliament, 

"  but  would  defeat  all  the  wife  ends 
for  which  thofe  forms  were  at  firft 
adopted,  and  have  fince  hitherto  in¬ 
variably  prevailed. 

That  your  petitioner  humbly  con¬ 
ceives,  and  is  advifed,  that  the  faid 
return  is  highly  injurious  to  your 
petitioner,  is  a  palpable  breach  of 
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duty  in  the  faid  bailiff,  an  open  vio=> 
lation  of  the  aft  of  parliament,  a 
wilful  difobedience  of  the  writ,  and 
a  manifefc  difregard  of  the  invaria¬ 
ble  laws  and  ufage  of  parliament. 

It  then  prays  the  houfe  to  take 
the  fame  into  their  immediate  con¬ 
sideration,  and  to  order  the  faid  bai¬ 
liff'  forthwith  to  execute  the  faid  in¬ 
denture  of  return  fo  tendered  to  him, 
and  to  make  a  proper  and  perled  re* 
turn,  to  be  annexed  to  the  laid  writ 
for  W  eft  mi  niter,  or  to  give  him  fuch 
other  relief,  as  to  the  juftice  of  that 
honourable  houfe  fhall  feem  meet*, 

No.  III. 

June  if. 

The  following  protefls  were  this  day 

delivered  to  the  high~bailift  at 

St.  Anne’s  veffry-rooirn 

To  Thomas  Corbett,  efq.  High* 
Bailiff. 

Before  I  go  upon  the  bufinefs  of 
this  fcrutiny,  I  do  hereby  folemnly 
profeft  againfl  its  legality,  and  re¬ 
fer  ve  to  myfelf  the  right  ot  impeach¬ 
ing  it  hereafter  Cither  in  any  court 
or  judicature,  or  before  a  committee 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  under  Mr. 
Grenville’s  ad;  and  I  hereby  alia 
declare^ fhat  l  referve  to  myfelf  the 
right  of  fuing  the  high-bailiff  for  all 
the  expences,  or  the  double  of 
them,  which  are  drawn  upon  me  by 
this  illegal  ad  in  the  appointment  of 
this  fcrutiny. 

C.  J.  F03£. 

Veftry-room*  St.  Ap tie’s, 

June  12,  1^84. 

To  Thomas  Corbett,  efq.  high  bat- 
JiiT  of  Weft  min  tier. 

We  whofe  names  are  fubferibed, 
eledors  of  Weiiminfier,  do  protefi 
again  it  your  commencing  or  pro¬ 
ceeding  on  any  fcrutiny  of  the  po'l 
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on  the  late  ele&ion  for  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament  for  this  city, 
and  do  refer  ve  to  ourfelves  the  right 
and  power  to  objebfto,  and  impeach 
all  your  proceedings  therein,  as  we 
111  all  be  advifed. 

Given  under  our  hands,  on  be* 
half  of  ourfelves  and  the 
other  electors  of  this  city, 
this  nth  day  of  June,  1784. 
Jonathan  Page, 

J a,  Gilchrist, 

John  Davis, 
Charles  Probart, 
Edward  Lane, 
Thomas  Brooks, 
William  Fisher, 
William  Fitch, 
Thomas  Ellis. 

June  15. 

At  to  o’clock  this  morning  the 
high -bailiff,  his  deputy,  and  coun¬ 
t'd,  fir  Cecil  W ray,  lord  Hood,  and 
their  counfel,  and  colonel  Fitzpa¬ 
trick,  and  other  gentlemen,  with  Mr. 
Phillips  and  Mr.  Garrow,  as  counfel 
on  behalf  of  Mr.  Fox,  being  met,  the 
regulating  articles  were  confidered, 
and  the  following  were  agreed  to  by 
both  parties— -two  counfel  only  to 
]be  admitted  on  each  fide — -three 
fcrutineers  on  each  fide,  with  liberty 
to  change  them,  upon  giving  notice 
to  the  high  bailiff. — Sir  Cecil  Wray 
to  go  through  all  his  objections  in 
one  parifh,  firft ;  and  Mr.  Fox  then 
to  go  through  all  his  in  the  fame 
manner,  and  then  the  books  of  that 
parifh  to  be  (hut. — One  clear  day’s 
notice  to  be  given  of  the  objections 
to  the  voters. — When  the  fcrutiny 
is  adjourned  to  another  parifh,  no 
retroipeCtive  view  allowed  refpeftt- 
ing  any  voters  in  the  former  parifh. 

There  were  beiides  other  regula¬ 
tions,  which  not  being  agreed  to, 
dropped  of  courfe,  fuch  as  an  order 
to  fhut  out  the  voters,  except  three 
of  a  fide.  The  difcuflioB.  of  this 
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article  took  up  a  confiderable  time, 
until  the  high  bailiff’s  counfel  very 
candidly  acknowledged,  that  he  very 
much  doubted  his  authority  to  ex¬ 
clude  the  electors,  and  that  it  would 
be  infinitely  more  prudent,  to  ad¬ 
mit  as  manv  as  the  room  would 
conveniently  hold.  Two  fide  bars 
were  then  propofed,  by  way  of  pre¬ 
ferring  a  proper  entrance  for  the 
officers,  &c.  and  this  propofal  was 
acceded  to.  Mr.  Garrow  pro¬ 
pofed,  that  the  lift  fhould  go  on  ia 
rotation,  and  that  no  excufe  fhould 
be  made,  for  omitting  a  voter,  and 
going  to  the  next ;  he  ftated  a  num¬ 
ber  of  inconveniencies,  which  had 
accrued  from  the  ad  million  of  this 
practice,  even  in  a  finall  degree  ia 
the  city,  and  after  having  commit¬ 
ted  his  propofal  to  paper,  he  lub- 
rnitted  it  to  fir  Cecil  and  friends, 
neither  of  whom  would  accede  to 
it.  They  infilled,  that  the  high, 
bailiff’s  difcretion  muft  govern  that 
point.  It  being  now  twelve  o’clock, 
Mr.  Fox  arrived,  and  the  high  bailiff 
addrefled  him  in  a  very  becoming 
manner,  ftating,  that  whatever  pre¬ 
judices  might  have  prevailed  with 
Mr.  Fox  againft  him,  or  whatever 
refentments  he  might  be  fuppofed  to 
entertain  on  account  of  the  unmerit¬ 
ed  afperfions  which  were  caft  againft 
him,  yet  that  he  was  determined  to 
adtninifter  ftribt  and  impartial  juf- 
tice.  In  fact,  he  had  given  fecu* 
rity  for  fuch  conduct,  having  called 
to  his  affiftance  an  impartial  a sad 
learned  gentleman  of  the  law,  to 
whom  he  fliould  refer  every  qu  eft  ion. 
of  difficulty.  The  accommodating 
articles  were  now  read,  and  Mr. 
Fox,  fir  Cecil  Wray,  and  lord 
Hood  figned  them  :  and  other  tri¬ 
fling  matters  being  adj lifted,  the 
court  was  adjourned  until  the  nexc 
day  at  ten  o’clock. 

June  16.  This  morning  the  high 
bailiff  and  deputy,  with  his  counfel, 
(L  2)  '  Mr, 


PAPER  6V 


fi64>  PUBLIC 

Mr.  Hargrave,  attended  in  the  vef- 
try-room  of  St.  Anne,  to  proceed 
upon  the  fcrutiny,  and  produced  the 
fill:  of  rotation  of  the  different  pa¬ 
rities,  which  hood  after  St.  Anne’s, 
St.  Margaret’s,  and  St.  John’s,  fe- 
cond  ;  but  Mr.  Fox  and  his  friends 
propofed  drawing  the  parifhes  by 
lots,  which  being  aflented  to,  lots 
were  accordingly  drawn,  and  the 
parifhes  now  hand  in  the  following 
order :  St.  Martin’s,  St.  Margaret’s 
and  St.John’s,  St. Clement’s  and 
St.  Mary  le  Strand,  St.  Paul’s,  Co¬ 
vent-garden  and  St.  Martin’s  le 
Grand,  St.James’s  and  St. George’s. 

July  20.  The  fcrutiny  in  the  pa- 
rifh-  of  St.  Anne’s,  Weitminfler 
clofed  on  the  part  of  fir  Cecil 
Wray,  hart.  The  number  of  votes 
objected  to  was  feventy-one—of 
which  twenty-three  were  difquali- 
fied,  forty-fix  declared  to  be  good, 
and  two  cafes  of  foreigners  referv- 
ed  for  farther  con  fide  ration,  were 
afterwards  declared  to  be  had. — 
Mr.  Fox’s  agents  delivered  in  their 
lifts  of  objections  again!!  fir  Cecil’s 
voters,  and  the  court  adjourned. 

Aug*-  7.  At  eleven-  o’clock  the 
parties  being  affembled,  and  the 
room  uncommonly  crouded  in  anxi¬ 
ous  expectation-  of  hearing  the 
great  queition  of  denization  argued, 
Mr.  Philipps,  Mr.  Morgan,  and 
Mr.  Gar  row,  who  is  returned  from 
the  circuit,  fuddenly  retired  into 
the  church,  where  they  Paid  up¬ 
wards  of  half  an  hour.  Upon 
their  return,  Mr.  Philipps  addreffed 
the  high  bailiff,'  fating  the  length* 
of  time  the  court  had  fat,  and  the 
uncommon  attention  which  had 
been  paid  to  the  bufinefs,  together 
with  the  enormous  expence  incur¬ 
red.  Having  taken  thefe  circum- 
jtances  into  tlieir  ferious  confider- 
ation,  they  had  agreed  to  give  up 
the  remaining  objections,  lev-era!  of 


which  he  was  confident  of  carrying, 
to  fave  trouble  to  the  voters,  ex¬ 
pence  to  themfelves,  and  expedite 
the  fcrutiny,  provided  the  high 
bailiff  would  indulge  them  with  an 
adjournment  for  one  week,  previ¬ 
ous  to- entering  upon  the  parifh  of 
St.  Martin.  It  might  appear  upon 
the  face  of  it,  he  faid,  that  a  com¬ 
pliance  with  firch  requeff  would 
tend  to  delay ;  but  a  moment’s 
confideration  would  prove  that  how¬ 
ever  paradoxical,  yet  it  was  ItriCtly 
complying  with  the  directions  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  proceed¬ 
ing  with  “  the  utmofl  practicable 
di  {patch,”  For  iixftaixce,  the  votea 
which  lie  now  gave  up,  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  taken  up  more  time 
than  the  indulgence  required  1- 
added  to  which  the  agents  for  the 
parties  would  have  time  to  enquire 
into  the  leveral  cafes.,  and  on  the* 
one  hand’  not  bring  forward  fuch  as 
they  were  not  well  authorized  by 
the  ftrengfch  of  evidence  to  attack  ; 
and  on  the  other  not  to  defend  fuel* 
as  they  were' convinced  ought  to  be 
given  up.  This  he^faid  would 
greatly  fhorten  the  bufinefs,  to  the 
mutual  cafe  and  health  of  all  par¬ 
ties.  He  therefore  informed  the 
court,  that  they  had  agreed  to  make 
fome  conceilions  which  he  fpecified, 
and  which  would  wholly  complete 
the  lilts  of  both  parties,  and  give 
Mr.  Fox  a  majority  of  one  upon: 
the  fcrutiny  ;  he  therefore  moved 
the  court  accordingly.  Mr.  Mor- 
gan  feconded  the  motion,  and  Miv 
GarroW made  a.  molt  elegant  fpeech^ 
wherein  he  pointed  out  the  great 
objeCt  obtained ;  nailiely,  to  con¬ 
vince  the  world  of  the  fallehood  of 
thofe  bale  and  injurious  afford  one 
which  had  been  made  refpeCting 
Mr,  Fox’s  voters.  Fie  was  per¬ 
fectly  of  opinion  that  the  adjourn-*- 
ment  would  expedite  the  bufinefs.- 

The 
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The  high  bailiff  faid,  ic  Difpofed 
-as  I  am  to  oblige,  yet  I  am  forty  I 
do  not  fee  I  could  be  juitified.'’ 
The  counfel  enforced  them  argu¬ 
ments,  and  Mr.  Philipps  again  ob- 
ferving  upon  the  enormous  expence 
to  his  client,  added  u  which  we  c^n 
very  ill  afford,  let  the  world  know 
that.'’  The  high  bailiff  appealed 
to  Mr.  Harg  rave,  who  oblerved 
that  the  arguments  were  forcible, 
that  the  court  was  prelled  by  very 
cogent  reafons,  and.  that  he  was 
much  inclined  to  believe  that  the 
adjournment  would  eventually 
Shorten  the  bufinefs  ;  yet  it  was  ut¬ 
terly  out  of  his  power  to  anticipate 
the  opinion  of  the  houfe.  That  it 
lay  entirely  with  the  high  bailiff’s 
difcretion,  which  he  had  no  doubt 
but  the  houfe  would  interpret  in  a 
liberal  manner.  It  wras  at  lall  a- 
greed  that  a  written  recpueft  fhould 
b^  made  and  entered  upon  the 
books,  which  being  done,  the  high 
bailiff  made  the  adjournment,  and 
pronounced  the  di  Point  ion  of  the 
fcrutiny  in  St.  Anne’s  parifti. 

The  number  of  votes  objected  to 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fox  were  thirty- 
two,  of  which  twenty-fix  were  de¬ 
clared  bad,  five  good,  and  one  polt - 
poned.  '  Majority  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Fox  in  St.  Anne’s  parifli  one  vote. 
Adjourned  till  this  day  fe’ennight 
at  ten  in  the  morning  at  St,  Mar- 
.tin’s  veifry. 


*T'hc  following  a Iddrefes  of fome  of  the 
Candidates  at  the  late  general  Elec¬ 
tion  were  thought  worthy  of  our 
Repofitory* 

No.  I. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  Free¬ 
men,  and  Freeholders  of  the  City 
and  County  of  Norwich. 

Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  wifhes, 
■which  a  large  and  refpedtable  in* 

■  ’■  -  / 
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terefl  has  long  done  me  the  honour 
to  entertain  towards  me ;  I  hand 
forth  as  a  candidate  for  the  city  of 
Norwich.  My  zeal  for  the  confti- 
ttuion  of  this  country  is  founded 
upon  an  impartial  and  ferious  at¬ 
tention  to  its  real  interelfs,  nor 
would  I  be  deterred  from  diicharg- 
ing  my  duty,  by  the  opposition 
even  of  a  free  and  enlightened  peo¬ 
ple,  when  they  a ft  to  the  prejudice 
of  their  own  rights.  My  opinions 
are  not  do  be  fhaken  by  every  trail - 
lient  blafl  of  clamour,  and  as  to 
my  motives*  they  are  fuch,  I  trull, 
as  will  not  h  i  rink  from  the  fevereit 
fcrutiny.  I  fhould  indeed  condemn 
myfelf  as  mofl  unworthy  of  your 
choice,  if  the  leading  principles  of 
my  actions  could  be  ditlorted  into 
endlefs  inconliftencies,  by  a  ferviie 
accommodation  to  thofe  changes, 

e  O  ’ 

which  have  lately  prevailed  in 
public  opinions,  and  public  mca- 
fures. 

Scorning  the  mean  arts  of  difli- 
mulatipn,  I  have  planted  my  felt 
before  the  judgment  of  my  friends, 
and  the  prejudices  of  my  enemies, 
in  open  day.  I  may  offend  the  un¬ 
wary,  and  even  the  well-difpofed  ; 
but  i  cannot  deceive  them  ;  nor 
will  I  facrjfice  to  any  felfifh  views 
that  opemiefs  of  dealing,  which 
can  alone  fecure  to  me  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  your  eiteem  after  fuc - 
cefs,  or  .the  approbation  of  my  own 
heart  under  difappointment.  The 
fame  conduct,  which  procures  me 
the  honour  of  your  fupport,  fhall 
juftify  you  in  bellowing  it. 

Reports,  [  am  aware,  have  gone 
abroad,  of  which,  groundlefs  and 
extravagant  as  they  are,  it  may 
be  neceifary  to  take  fome  notice. 
Yet  I  will  not  wrong  your  candour 
and  good  fenfe,  by  luppofing  that 
they  are,  in  the  flighted  degree, 
hurtful  to  that  caufe,  which  is 
equally  dear  to  yourfelves  and  tg> 
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me.  I  feel,  Indeed,  fome  fort  of 
degradation  in  the  very  attempt  to 
refute  thole  dark  and  invidious  in¬ 
sinuations,  which  have  hitherto  al- 
fumed  no  determinate  form,  which 
have  been  employed  only  on  the 
credulity  of  thole  who  know  me 
not',  and  which  are  induftrioufly 
circulated  by  the  artifices  oi  thole, 
whom,  becaufe  they  do  know  me, 
It  is  more  eafy  to  convince  than  to 
fiience. 

If  I  were  unable  to  diftinguifli 
between  the  comparative  merits  of 
men  or  meafures,  or  unwilling  to 
a£t  according  to  my  fenfe  of  thole 
merits,  1  Should  be  totally  unfit  for 
the  important  and  honourable  tiuft 
which  you  repofe  in  your  repre¬ 
sentatives.  He  that  is  incapable  of 
making  fuch  d  i  ft  i  net  ions  cannot 
Serve  you  effectually  ;  and  he,  who, 
from  whatever  motives,  refufes  to 
make  them,  muff  often  betray  you. 
In  the  freedom  with  which  I  have 
ever  declared  mv  fentiments,  at  the 
hazard  even  of  difobliging  my 
friends,  you  have  a  pledge,  furely, 
for  the  firmnefs  with  which  I  fliall 
on  all  occalions  make  my  own  dif- 
pallionate  judgment  the  foie  and 
fixed  rule  of  my  conduct.  "What 
circumftances  have  they,  who  are 
moll:  prodigal  of  their  cenfures, 
ever  difeerned  in  my  character  or 
fituation,  which  can  juftify  them  in 
reprefenting  me  as  the  bigot  oi  any 
fyliem,  or  the  Have  of  any  party  ? 
As  to  popularity,  I  difdain  to  court 
it  by  a  deiertion  of  thofe  very  fen¬ 
timents  which  fir  If  obtained  for  me 
the  flattering  diftindlion  of  your 
warm  and  unfolicited  approbation  ; 
but  I  am  mofl  anxious  to  deferve 
that  approbation  by  the  faithful  and 
diligent  difeharge  of  my  dutv,  in 
p'rotediing  your  moft  (acred  rights 
again  ft  every  man,  and  every  fet  of 
men,  who  mav  wifh  to  undermine 
and  fubvert  them.,  I  have  the 


honour  to  be,  with  the  greateit 
refpedi, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 

Faithful  humble  fervant, 

W.  Windham® 

Norwich,  March  26,  1784. 

No.  II. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Middlefex. 

I  was  fir  ft  called  forth  to  main¬ 
tain  the  independency  of  your 
county.  Through  your  means  l 
was  enabled  to  aflert  it.  No  exer¬ 
tions  of  mine  fliall  be  wanting  to 
preferve  it.  The  hand  of  power 
has,  on  every  occafion,  been  raifed 
againft  me.  It  has  now  varied  the 
form  of  its  attack,  but  its  end  is 
the  fame.  We  have  triumphed 
over  it  in  a  former  inftance,  I  truft 
we  fliall  be  equally  fuccefsful  in 
this.  Confcious  that  my  cor. duct 
has  been  governed  by  one  uniform 
principle,  that  I  have  been  actuat¬ 
ed  by  no  felfifh  views  ;  that  I  have 
watched  over  your  interefts  with 
uni  emitting  attention  ;  and  that  I 
have  zealoufly  perfevered  in  the 
caufc  of  freedom,  it  is  with  confi¬ 
dence  that  I  again  appeal  to  you 
for  your  fu  ft  rage  3. 

I  am, 

With  the  moft  unfeigned  gratitude, 
Your  faithful  humble  fervant, 

G.  Byng. 

Berkeley-fquare,  March  27 » 

No.  III. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  ’Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 

Confcious  of  having  on  every 
occafion  d .i (charged  with  zeal  and 

fidelity 
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fidelity  the  various  duties  of  the 
important  charge,  with  which  I 
was  intruded,  and  reflecting  with 
gratitude  on  the  frequent  public 
marks  of  your  approbation  during 
the  late  preceding  parliaments,  I 
beg  to  he  permitted  again  to  make 
you  the  humble  tender  of  my  fer- 
vices  at  the  enfuing  general  elec¬ 
tion* 

I  always  confldered  it  as  the  duty 
of  your  representative  in  parlia¬ 
ment  to  deliver  there  the  real  fenfe 
of  his  condiments,  and,  in  obedi¬ 
ence  to  your  commands,  to  fubmit 
in  a  dutiful  manner  to  the  fovereign 
the  fentiments  of  this  refpecfable 
county.  Such  has  been  the  invari¬ 
able  rule  of  my  conduct,  which  I 
trud  appears  firm  and  confident.  I 
have  confcientioufly  adhered  to  tile 
folemn  engagement  figned  by  your 
late  much-lamented  member,  Mr. 
Glynn,  and  myfelf,  previous  to 
the  general  election  in  1774.  In 
one  momentous  point,  after  a  drug¬ 
gie  of  many  years,  luccefs  follow¬ 
ed  to  the  full  extent  of  my  warmed 
wifhes.  I  glory  in  having  obtained 
for  you  the  mod  complete  latisfao 
tion  from  the  late  parliament,  i 
allude  to  the  motion  in  May,  1782, 
44  for  vindicating  the  injured  rights 
of  the  freeholders  of  this  county, 
and  the  whole  bodv  of  electors 

j 

in  this  united  kingdom,”  and  the 
fubfequent  order  that  all  the  decla¬ 
rations  and  refolutions,  which  mi¬ 
litated  againd  your  rights  and  fran- 
chifes,  ftiould  be  u  expunged  from 
the  Journals,  as  being  htbverlive 
of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body 
of  electors  of  this  kingdom.” 
Other  efiential  articles  however  of 
that  engagement  remain  dill  to  be 
accomplilhed,  particularly  44  a  more 
Jair  and  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people,”  and  44  the  fhortening  the 
Eviration  of  parliaments,”  I  pledge 


myfelf  to  you  that  both  thefe 
weighty  quedions  Jfhall  receive  % 
full  difeuffion  very  early  in  the  new 
parliament,  if  your  favour  fhould 
give  me  a  feat  in  the  great  council 
of  the  nation. 

I  intreat  you,  gentlemen,  to  do 
me  the  judice  to  believe  that  I  fhall 
be  extremely  deiirous  of  receiving 
your  indrubtions  on  every  event  of 
importance  relpedting  my  parlia¬ 
mentary  conduct,  if  I  am  fo  happy 
as  to  have  the  late  honorable  relation 
to  you  renewed.  The  powers, 
which  I  may  derive  from  you,  fhall 
regularly  be  exerted  in  obedience 
to  the  directions  of  my  worthy  con¬ 
diments.  My  parliamentary  voice 
fhall  faithfully  declare  the  opinion 
of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex, 
and  my  vote  be  given  in  ftribt  con- 
formity  to  their  indrubtions,  by 
which  the  fenfe  of  the  people  will 
be  fo  far  afeertained  with  fairnefs 
and  preciflon.  It  is  my  ambition 
to  be  acknowledged  in  the  prefent 
age,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  latelt 
poderity,  as  a  drenuous,  deady, 
and  uniform  fupporter  of  civil  li¬ 
berty,  of  the  mod  general  and  li¬ 
beral  toleration  in  all  matters  of  re¬ 
ligious  concern,  of  the  noble  fran- 
chifes  and  rights  of  this  free  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  balance  of  power  in 
that  happy,  well-poized  conllitu- 
tion,  which  the  immortal  William 
edablifhed  at  the  glorious  Revo¬ 
lution. 

In  the  prefent  alarming  cribs, 
gentlemen,  I  confefs  that  I  anxi- 
oufly  fupplicate  the  honour  of  your 
fufirages,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to 
drengthen  the  hands  of  our  prefent 
virtuous  young  minider  in  his  pa¬ 
triotic  plans  to  retrieve  your  af¬ 
fairs,  to  redore  public  credit,  to 
recover  the  faded  glory  of  our 
country.  I  conceive  fuch  a  con-, 
dubt  to  meet  the  clear,  declared 
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opinion  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
freeholders  of  Middlefex.  I  know 
his  ability,  his  unwearied  attention 
to  the  public  fervice,  and  his  zeal 
to  promote  thofe  objects  of  national 
magnitude,  which  you  have  at 
heart.  He  will  therefore  receive 
every  fupport,  which  you  may  en¬ 
able  me  to  give,  while  he  continues 
to  poftefs  the  fanCtion  of  your 
efleem,  and  I  am  convinced  that 
time,  the  moft  unerring  judge,  by 
daily  bringing  an  additional  degree 
of  meritorious  feryice,  will  confirm 
and  increafe  to  him  the  attachment 
of  a  grateful  nation. 

As  the  fheriff  has  advertifed  a 
general  meeting  of  the  freeholders 
of  this  county  to  conlider  of  proper 
perfons  to  be  nominated  by  them 
to  reprefent  this  county  in  the  en- 
fuing  parliament,  to  be  held  at  the 
Mermaid,  at  Hackney,  on  Saturday 
next  the  3d  of  April,  at  twelve 
o’clock  at  noon,  give  me, leave  to 
folicit  the  early  appear»jice  of  my 
friends  there,  and  their  generous 
protection. 

The  eledtion  will  be  at  Brent¬ 
ford  on  Thurfday,  the  23d  of  April, 
when  I  hope  to  be  again  the  man 
of  your  fiee  choice,  and  by  the 
continuance  of  that  obliging  par¬ 
tiality,  which  has  been  my  diftinc- 
tion  in  life,  the  representative  of 
my  native  county  in  the  enfuing 
parliament. 

I  am,  gentlemep, 

With  great  regard  and  gratitude, 
Your  moft  faithful,  and 
Obedient  humble  fervant, 

John  Wilkes. 

Prince’s  Court,  Weftminfter, 
Monday,  March  29, 


No.  IV. 

To  the  Livery  of  the  City  of  London* 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  juft  learnt  that  I  have  been 
this  day  propofea,  in  a  manner 
equally  unexpected  and  flattering  to 
me,  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent  the 
city  of  London  in  parliament ;  and 
that  I  had  the  honour  of  having  my 
name  returned  on  the  fhew  of  hands. 
It  is  impofftb!e  for  me  not  to  feel 
the  warm  eft  gratitude  and  fatisfac- 
tion  in  receiving  fo  diftinguifhed  a 
mark  of  confidence  from  fo  great 
and  refpeCtable  a  body.  It  is  the 
more  honourable  to  me,  as  1  can 
attribute  it  only  to  their  approba¬ 
tion  of  my  public  principles  and 
conduCt  in  the  prelent  important 
moment.  Senfible  as  I  am  at  the 
fame  time,  that  my  engagements 
are  not  fufficiently  compatible  with 
the  duties  incumbent  on  one  who 
has  the  honour  of  being  placed  in 
that  lituation,  I  fliould  be  wanting 
in  refpeCt  and  attention  to  the  city 
of  London,  if  1  did  not  take  the 
earlieft  opportunity  of  begging  per- 
miffion  to  decline  the  poll.  Per¬ 
mit  me  to  add,  that  I  trull  I  fliall 
on  no  occafion  be  found  lefs  zeal¬ 
ous  to  promote  the  intereft  of  the 
city,  and,  with  it,  thofe  of  the 
kingdom  in  general,  than  if  I  had 
the  honour  of  being  fent  as  their 
immediate  reprefentative. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  moft  obedient  and 

Faithful  humble  fervant. 
Downing- ftreet,  W.  Pitt, 

March  30,  1784. 

No.  V. 

To  the  Worthy  EleClors  of  the  Bo** 
rough  of  Hertford. 

Gentlemen, 

Notwithftanding  the  event  of 
the  late  poll,  I  fhould  be  upworth^ 
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©f  that  good  opinion  with  which 
my  friends  have  honoured  me,  if  I 
did  not  in  the  mod  cordial  manner 
exprefs  to  them  my  fincere  acknow¬ 
ledgments.  It  was  not  in  their 
power  to  prevent  the  effect  of  thoie 
combined  circumdances  which  the 
popular  fury  of  the  times,  and  the 
various  influences  operating  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  my  opponents,  rendered 
in  elidible. 

By  fome  new  and  courtly  con¬ 
ception  of  things  there  are  thofe 
who  have  perfuaded  themfeives  to 
declare,  that  length  of  fervice  in 
parliament  is  an  acquittal  of  every 
obligation  to  profefs  the  public 
principles  on  which  they  aft. 
Length  of  fervice  and  independ¬ 
ence  of  mind  are  not  always  fyno- 
nymous.  And  I  have  never  thought 
it  inconfident  with  my  duty,  or 
degrading  to  my  honour  to  avow 
mine.  In  doing  this  I  refer  to  my 
uniform  public  conduct  for  fixteen 
years  pad.  I  have  nothing  to  con¬ 
ceal,  nor  any  bias  on  my  mind  by 
which  1  can  be  tempted  in  any  in¬ 
dance  to  facrifice  objects  of  ferious 
national  importance  to  views  of 
temporary  emolument,  either  in 
pofleflion  or  expectation. 

The  part  which  has  been  taken 
againd  me  I  relent  not The  fup- 
port  I  have  experienced  from  my 
old  and  new  friends  1  receive  with 
gratitude.  In  the  choice  of  your 
prefect  members  you  have  afted  in 
a  manner  mod  agreeable  to  your 
widies,  and  they  will  have  perform¬ 
ed  no  more  than  their  bounden 
duty,  by  ferving  you  with  the  lame 
difinteredednefs  and  fidelity  with 
which  have  endeavoured  to  atone 
for  many  other  defefts. 

On  this  and  every  limilar  occa¬ 
sion  yoa  will  do  well  to  conflder 
that:  you  are  called  upon  to  the  ex- 
orcife  of  this  valuable  franchise,  to 
preferve  that  balance  in  our  condi- 
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tution  on  which  all  our  liberties 
depend  ;  and  bearing  in  your  minds 
a  late  mod  extraordinary  tran fac¬ 
tion,  you  will  dread  as  the  word  of 
evils  that  can  befall  you,  every 
fpecies  of  ariflocratic  influence, 
lince  a  moment’s  refledtioji  will  con¬ 
vince  you,  that  nothing  lefs  is 
meant  by  the  mod  flattering  con- 
defeenflons,  than  to  efiablifh  an  in- 
tered  among  you  for  the  purpofes 
of  private  ambition,  and  you  will 
hardly  be  perfuaded,  that  thofe 
will  prove  the  mod  zealous  aflertors 
of  your  rights  and  independence 
who  have  fhameiully  betrayed  their 
own. 

In  my  private  fltuation,  I  dial! 
be  happy  to  promote  the  profper- 
ity  of  your  town  ;  and  am,  with 
the  mod  unfeigned  regard, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient 
fervant, 

Bayford-Bury,  W.  Baker* 
April  2. 

No.  VI. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Middlefex. 

Permit  me  to  exprefs  my  grate¬ 
ful  feelings  for  the  very  honourable 
fupport  1  experienced  at  my  nomi¬ 
nation  at  Hackney  on  Saturday  lad, 
and  to  aflure  you  that  I  look  for¬ 
ward  with  the  utmod  confidence  to 
the  day  when  by  your  generous 
efforts  I  may  be  again  returned  your 
reprefentative  in  parliament. 

Every  pradfice  of  power,  and 
every  device  that  the  mod  defin¬ 
ing  men  can  fugged,  have  been 
ufed  againd  me.  The  papers  filled 
with  the  mod  fallacious  accounts  of 
the  tfanfadlions  at  the  meeting. 

A  ted  was  propofed,  not  fijnilar 
to  that  of  the  city  of  London,  but 
particularly  marked  as  oppoOte  to 
my  known  declarations,  previous 
to  your  former  choice  of  me. 

'  Tq 


A  F  E  R  S. 


( f  70)  PUB  1/  I  C 

To  put  ail  end  to  the  American 
war,  to  reverfe  the  decilion  which 
deprived  you  of  your  rights,  to  re- 
duce  the  influence  of  the  crown,  to 
Shorten  the  duration,  and  to  reform 
the  reprefentation  of  parliaments, 
were  all  objedfts  of  your  deepeil  con¬ 
cern.  In  principle  we  concurred, 
and  without  a  promife  of  obedience 
I  obeyed. 

Relying  on  the  proofs  of  your 
regard  which  I  have  experienced 
during  my  canvas,  I  refer  to  my 
pail  conduit,  which,  luperior  to  any 
jprofeffions  lean  ufe,  will  beft  evince 
the  lincerity  of  my  principles,  and 
that  unalterable  attachment  with 
which  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  much  obliged  and 
Faithful  fervant, 

G.  Byng. 

Berkeley-fquare, 

Apr.  4,  1784. 

No.  VII. 

Pembroke  -hall,  Cambridge, 
Apr.  6,  1784. 

Sir, 

1  think  it  my  duty  to  take  the  firfl 
moment  to  communicate  to  you, 
that  I  am  returned  for  the  univer¬ 
sity  of  Cambridge.  X  cannot  fuf- 
hciently  exprefs  how  much  X  regret 
the  impoffibility  of  accepting  '  the 
honour  intended  me  by  the  corpo¬ 
ration  of  Bath.  I  trull  they  will 
do  me  the  juliice  to  believe,  that 
nothing  but  the  particular  circum- 
ilances  of  my  connection  with  phis 
place  could  have  prevented  my  em¬ 
bracing  an  offer  10  flattering  to  my 
feelings.  May  I  beg  the  favour  of 
you  to  adore  them,  that  I  fhall  al¬ 
ways  retain  a  jult  fenfe  of  fuch  a 
mark  of  their  good  opinion,  and 
feel  my  1  elf  bound  in  the  ftrongelt 


manner  by  attachment  and  gratis 
tude  to  their  fervice. 

I  am,  with  great  truth, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  and 
Faithful  fervant, 

W.  Pitt. 

John  Leake,  efq. 

Bath. 

No.  VIII. 

To  the  Gentlemen*  Clergyq  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Norfolk. 

Gentlemen,  K 

In  compliance  with  the  opinion 
of  many  refpedfable  friends,  I  re¬ 
tire  from  a  contefl,  which  is  likely 
to  diilurb  the  peace  of  the  county, 
without  producing  any  advantage 
to  that  caufe  in  which  I  am  engag¬ 
ed.  The  fhortnefs  of  the  interval 
between  the  nomination  and  the 
day  of  election  was  thought  infut- 
ficient  to  recover  the  eiiebls  of  a 
canvas,  which  (it  now  appears)  had 
begun,  during  my  abfence  in  town, 
was  carried  011  without  my  know- 
lege,  and  owed  much  of  its  fuccefs 
to  an  artifice  not  the  moil  juftifiable, 
the  pretence  of  a  junction  between 
my  late  worthy  colleague  and  my 
opponent. 

With  gratitude  I  fliail  ever  ac- 
knowlege  the  paft  favours  of  my 
conflituents  5  nor  can  I  reflect,  with¬ 
out  triumph,  on  the  endeavours  I 
have  faithfully  and  fleadily  exerted 
to  deferve  the  continuance  of  them. 
From  whatever  paufes  my  prefent 
difappointment  may  have  arifen  on 
your  part,  it  cannot,  I  am  lure,  be 
imputed  to  any  want  of  lincerity  or 
conilancy  on  mine.  I  was  called 
for(h  as  your  representative,  in  lap- 
port  of  revolutional  principles ;  and 
where  is  the  inllance  in  which  my 
moil  prejudiced  foe  can  fhew  that  I 
have  deierteci  them  f  Upon  tbele 
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principles,  gentlemen,  I  took  a  de-  that  whatever  reafons  you  may  have 
cided,"  and, "after  your  choice  of  my  for  giving  a  preference  to  other 
competitor,  .1  mift  add,  a  diiVm-  men,  you  have  no  juft  ground  of 
cruifiied  part  in  oppofmg  the  Arne-  accufation  againft  me. 
rican  war :  I  gave  my  vote  inoft  While  I  lament  the  lofs  of  your 
heartily,  and  moft  fuccefsfully,  for  confidence,  as  it  affefts  myfelf,  I 
controuling  the  enormous  influence  feel  a  more  ferious  concern  for  the 
of  the  crown:  and  affifted  in  that  confequence  of  that  lofs  to  the  Whig 


truly  conftitutional  meafure,  by 
which  the  much-abufed  power  of 
voting  was  taken  away  from  the 
immediate  dependants  ot  rhe  crown. 
On  the  fame  principle,  and  with  the 
fame  fteady  view  to  the  common 
good,  1  will  never  give  up  my 
claim  to  confiftency  in  having  Re¬ 
ported  the  duke  of  Portland  in  his 
coalition  with  lord  North,  being 
perfuaded  that  fuch  a  meafure, 
however  liable  to  mifreprefentation, 
was,  by  a  change  of  circum fiances, 
become  indifpenfibly  necefiary.  i 
felt  it  my  duty  to  follow  the  example 
of  many  honeit  men,  who,  after  the 
conciufion  of  the  American  war, 
having  no  juft  ground  of  difference, 
were  willing  to  lay  afide  perfonal 
animofities,  for  the  fake  of  pur- 
fuing  meafures  falutary  m  them- 
felves,  and  which  nothing  but  their 
union  could  render  practicable. 
But,  whatever  opinion  you  may 
form  of  my  condudf,  the  purity  of 
my  motives  ftands,  I  truft,  unim¬ 
peached.  Had  a  regard  for  your 
ititereft,  and  for  the  honour  of  be¬ 
coming  your  reprefentative,  held  a 
Secondary  place  in  my  wifhes,  there 
is  a  path  in  which  I  poffib’ly,  as  well 
as  others,  might  have  gratified  a 
lei’s  generous  ambition,  and  have 
faved  myfelf  the  difappointment 
which  I  now  experience. 

In  hating  thefe  facts,  l  mean  not 
to  make  an  oftentatious  di (play  of 
fer vices,  which  have  no  other  merit 
than  the  motives  that  dictated  them  ; 
but  I  do  mean  to  convince  you, 
that  I  have  not  betrayed  the  truft  ot 
ydfich  you  have  deprived  me  ;  and 


Interell,  which  my  family  was  in 
this  county  brought  forward  to  fup- 
port  in  the  year  1768,  and  which, 
now  feems  threatened  with  a  total 
overthrow  by  the  machinations  of 
its  enemies,  and  by  the  temporary- 
prejudices  of  many  of  thofe  who 
fhould  be  its  fupporters.  Let  me, 
however,  dojuftice  to  thofe  nume¬ 
rous  and  refpedtable  friends,  to 
whole  generous  exertions,  in  the 
preient  inftance,  I  am  lo  highly  in¬ 
debted,  and  whole  hrmnefs,  in  de¬ 
fence  of  conftitutional  liberty,  will, 

1  truft,  on  feme  future  occafton,  be 
more  efteeftuab 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

With  the  greateit  refpetft, 

Your  moft  faithful,  and 
Obedient  humble  fervant, 
Tho.  Wm,  Coke- 
Norwich,  April  12, 

No.  IX. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  of 
Middlefex. 

Gentlemen, 

I  moft  earneftly  defire  your  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  my  beft  thanks  for  the 
very  honourable  and  diftinguilhed 
teftimony  you  have  given  me  of 
your  approbation  and  good  opinion, 
by  your  endeavours  to  reftore  me  to 
that  confidential  trQft  which  I  lately 
poiTelfed. 

In  a  mind  wholly  devoted  to  your 
interefts,  fentiments  of  gratitude  are 
not  the  only  impreflions  which  your 
great  and  generous  exertions  fhould 
produce  :  I  am  called  by  a  fenfe  of 

thofe 
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thofe  principles  which  led  me  to 
engage  in  your  fervice,  to  fecond 
your  efforts,  and  to  co-operate  with 
you  in  giving  them  that  effebt, 
which  I  believe  in  my  confcience 
they  are  jiiilly  intitled^o. 

It  is  not  the  caufe  of  an  indivi¬ 
dual,  it  is  your  caufe,  it  is  the  caufe 
of  the  real  electors  for  which  I  am 
contending,  and  in  which  therefore 
I  rely  upon  your  a  Pittance  and  vigi¬ 
lance  in  detecting  thole  arts  which 
may  have  been  praefifed  to  over¬ 
throw  it. 

In  the  fa'utiny  which  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  demand,  I 
had  no  object  but  the  affenion  and 
vindication  of  your  rights,  and  the 
prefervation  of  that  great  and  in¬ 
valuable  franchife  on  which  our  li¬ 
berty  fo  entirely  depends,  and  which 
it  is  my  vvifh  to  fecure  again (1  the 
combined  attempts  of  power,  ambi¬ 
tion,  and  treachery. 

X  feel  the  importance  and  weight 
,of  the  talk  I  bave  undertaken,  and 
am  well  aware  of  the  confequences 
attendant  upon  it;  but  whatever 
may  be  the  event  of  my  prefent  in- 
vefligation,  which  my  expedition 
fuccefs  Hi  all  not  tempt  me  vainly 
or  vexatioufly  to  purfiue,  you  may 
be  allured  that  my  fpirit.  is  un¬ 
broken,  and  that  my  zeal  in  your 
caufe  lhall  remain  unabated  ;  and 
that,  whether  in  a  public  or  private 
flat  ion,  I  lhall  equally  retain  the 
fame  Sentiments  of  regard  and  at¬ 
tachment  with  which  I  now  profefs 
inyfelf,  Gentlemen, 

Your  moll  gratqful,  and 
Faithful  humble  fervant, 

G.  Byng. 

B^rkeley-fquare, 

Apr.  24,  1784. 

No.  X, 

Xo  the  Gentlemen,  Clergy,  and 
Freeholders  of  the  County  0/ 
Middlefex. 

In  compliance  with  my  engage¬ 


ment  to  you  at  the  clofe  of  tbs 
poll,  and  with  a  ferious  intention 
of  profecuting  theferutiny  to  effect, 
I  have  purfued  every  flep  which  to 
me  appeared  conducive  to  the  end  of 
vindicating  your  rights,  and  of  re¬ 
covering  that  honourable  iituation 
which  it  has  been  my  iludy  to  de- 
ferve  by  a  long,  diiintereited,  and 
adtive  fervice. 

If  1  was  encouraged  in  this  un- 
dertaking  by  the  juftice  of  our 
caufe,  and  a  fenfe  of  the  importance 
of  the  object,  l  have  been  confirm¬ 
ed  in  it  by  the  unremitting  exer¬ 
tions  of  my  friends,  and  the  daily 
proofs  I  have  received  that  our  com¬ 
plaints  were  well  founded. 

The  enquiry  afiented  to  in  words 
has  however  been  denied  in  tadl 
it  would  be  a  tedious  and  ufejefs 
talk  to  recite  all  the  in  fiances  of 
cavil  to  which  my  opponent  and  his 
party  had  recourfe  ;  the  new  prin¬ 
ciples  of  evidence  which  his  counfel 
were  buffered  to  lay  down,  and  the 
various  fcruples  which  the  (heriffs 
themfelves  entertained,  all  calcu¬ 
lated  to  anfwer  the  ends  of  thofe 
who  had  every  thing  to  gain  by 
delay,  and  every  thing  to  dread 
from  a  fair  and  ftribt  examination. 

f  have  the  comfort  of  reilebling, 
that  no  prabticable  means  which 
honour,  on  my  part,  could  fuggelf, 
have  been  left  untried  for  giving 
effebt  to  our  common  efforts,  and 
though  the  feruriny  is  at  an  end, 
thofe  who  have  attended  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  will  have  the  candour  to 
acknovvlege,  that  it  was  not  aban¬ 
doned  by  me  vvhilfl  a  rational  hope 
remained  that  the  judges  to  whom 
we  had  appealed  were  able  to  do  us 
juftice. 

Happily  for  us  the  law  has  efta- 
blifhed  a  tribunal  competent  to  de¬ 
cide,  and  to  whom  I  lhall,  without 
delay,  appeal,  trolling  that,  by  their 
decilion,  your  rights  will  be  effa- 
blifhed,  and  the  feat  I  am  infilled 
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id,  by  your  free  fuffrages,  re- 
ftored. 

i  am,  with  great  truth, 

Your  mdff  faithful,  and 
Much  obliged,  humble  fervant, 

G.  Byng. 

Be  rk  e  1  ey  -  fq  u  a  re, 

May  1 8,  1784. 


His  Maje fly's  Speech  to  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament ,  March  24,  1784, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

On  a  full  confederation  of  the 
prefent  ficuation  of  affairs,  and  of 
the  extraordinary  circumffances 
which  have  produced  it,  I  am  in¬ 
duced  to  put  an  end  to  this  feffion 
of  parliament  :  I  feel  it  a  duty 
which  1  owe  to  the  conflitution  and 
to  the  country,  in  fuch  a  iituation, 
to  recur  as  fpeedily  as  poffible  to  the 
fenfe  of  my  people,  by  calling  a 
new  parliament. 

I  truff  that  this  means  will  tend 
:o  obviate  the  mifehiefs  arifing  from 
:he  unhappy  divrfions  and  diflrac- 
:ions  which  have  lately  fubfifted  ; 
md  that  the  various  important  ob- 
iebts  which  will  require  confidera- 
:ion  may  be  afterwards  proceeded 
upon  with  lefs  interruption,  and 
vith  happier  effebt. 

I  can  have  no  other  ohjebl,  but 
:o  preferve  the  true  principles  of 
Hir  free  and  happy  conftitutian, 
md  to  employ  the  powers  ent  ruffed 
o  me  by  law,  for  the  only  end  for 
vhich  they  were  given,  to  the  good 
>f  my  people. 


speech  of  his  Grace  the  Lord.  Lieute¬ 
nant  of  Ireland  to  both  moufes  of 
Parliament ,  May  14,  1784. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

In  addreffing  vou  for  the  firft 
line  m  parliament  at  the  clofe  of 
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the  feffion,  I  embrace  with  pleafure 
the  occafion  which  is  afforded  mo 
of  returning  you  my  affebtionater 
acknowledgments  for  the  cordiality 
of  my  reception,  and  the  early  al- 
forances  of  your  confidence.  And 
I  am  at  the  fame  time  highly  grati- 
fled  in  being  authorized  ta  commu¬ 
nicate  to  you  the  fentiments  of  per¬ 
fect  fatisfabHon  wfith  which  his  ma» 
jefiy  approves  of  your  exertions  for 
the  public  welfare. 

ft 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  am  happy  in  obeying  his  roa- 
je  fly’s  commands  to  thank  you  for 
the  chearfulnefs  with  which  yout 
have  made  provifion  for  the  exigen¬ 
cies  and  honour  of  his  government. 
Let  me  aflltre  you,  on  ray  party 
that  the  readineis  with  which  you 
have  granted  fupplies,  ftimulates  my 
utmoft  attention  and  care  that  they 
ffiall  be  managed  with  eeconomy* 
and  applied  with  prudence. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

You  will  have  much  fatisfabHon 
in  refiebting,  that  the  various  ob¬ 
jects  which,  in  confequence  of  the 
acknowledged  independence  of  the 
legiflature,  were  recommended  for 
your  deliberations  at  the  opening  of 
this  feffion,  have'  been  diligently 
pur fued  and  accoirrplifhed. 

You  have  wifely  givei^your  fane- 
tion  to  the  extraordinary  expedients 
which  it  has  been  neceffary  to  em¬ 
ploy,  in  order  to  preferve  the  king¬ 
dom  from  famine.  And  1  feel  great 
fatisfabHon  in  the  profpebf,  that 
they  will  be  prevented  for  the  future 
by  the  new  and  judicious  arrange¬ 
ment  of  your  corn  laws,  and  the 
improved  ex  ten  lion  of  your  agri¬ 
culture. 

I  fee  with  pleafure  the  exertions 
of  an  humane  and  liberal  principle, 
which  has  prompted  you  to  give, 
encouragement  to  the  national  in- 

duftrvy 
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duftry,  by  favourable  regulations 
and  well-direCted  bounties.  I  have 
warmly  at  heart  the  advancement  of 
your  trade,  and  the  fuccefs  of  all 
your  manufactures  ;  and  I  Ihall  not 
fail  either  to  conlider  or  to  repre¬ 
sent  thofe  indances,  whereof  the 
peculiar  circumftances  of  the  em¬ 
pire  have  hitherto  prevented  a  full 
inveftigation,  and  which  (hall  be 
found  to  require  a  further  adjuft- 
ment. 

The  ufeful  regulations  propofed 
to  be  introduced  in  the  collection 
and  management  of  the  revenue ; 
the  fecurity  of  private  property, 
and  exterdion  of  national  credit, 
by  depoliting  in  the  bank  of  Ire¬ 
land  the  money  of  fuitors  in  the 
courts  of  Chancery  and  Exchequer  ; 
the  plans  for  improving  the  metro¬ 
polis,  calculated  not  more  for  or¬ 
nament  and  fplendor,  than  for  health 
and  convenience ;  your  unanimous 
determination  to  defend  the  freedom 
of  the  conftitution  again  ft  the  attacks 
of  licentioufnefs  ;  and  your  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fupport  of  charitable  in¬ 
stitutions,  are  all  unequivocal  tefti- 
monies  of  your  wifdom,  humanity, 
and  juftice. 

I  have  not  failed  to  convey  to  our 

J 

fovereign  the  fatisfaction  you  have 
fo  decidedly  exprehed  in  the  blefl- 
ings  of  that  happy  conftitution 
which  you  enjoy  under  his  ma jelly’s 
aufpicious  government.  Senfible  as 
you  are  of  thefe  eminent  advan¬ 
tages,  it  can  hardly  be  neceftary  for 
me  to  delire  that  you  Ihould  be  at¬ 
tentive  to  imprefs  them  on  the  minds 
of  others,  over  whom  your  fupe- 
riority  of  rank  and  information  mull 
and  ought  to  give  you  a  juft  and  be¬ 
nevolent  influence. 

I  have  a  fure  confidence,  that, 
during  your  refidence  in  your  re- 
fpeCtive  counties,  you  will  leek  to 
direCt  and  encourage  the  induftry  of 
your  neighbourhood  in  the  pursuits 
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bell  adapted  to  their  fituations,  and 
by  which  the  community  at  large 
may  be  moil  effectually  benefited. 
You  will  point  out  to  them  the  real 
refources  of  a  free  and  fertile  coun¬ 
try,  under  the  blellings  of  peace 
and  the  mild  protection  of  the  laws; 
and  you  will  not  fuflfer  mifappre- 
henlions  to  perplex,  or  falfe  infor¬ 
mations  to  mifhuide  them. 

it  is  my  happinefs  and  pride  to 
refleCt,  that  our  united  attention  has 
been  and  is  direCted  to  the  fame  ob¬ 
jects  of  maintaining  and  advancing 
the  rights,  the  dignity,  and  the 
prosperity  of  Ireland,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  interefts  of  the  empire. 


From  the  London  Gazette. 

Whitehall ,  May  15.  The  fob. 
lowing  intelligence  from  the  Eaft 
Indies,  received  by  his  m  a  jelly’s 
Hiip  Crocodile,  has  been  tranfmittecL 
to  the  right  hon.  lord  Sydney,  his 
majefty’s  principal  fecretary  of  Itate 
for  the  home  department. 

Bombay  Caftle ,  Dec.  30,  17 83. 
His  majefty’s  Ihip  Crocodile  ar¬ 
rived  the  26th  inftant  from  Bengal 

o 

and  Madras;  She  left  Bengal  about 
the  middle  oi  November,  but  has 
brought  no  advice  from  the  govern- 
or-general  and  council.  A  letter 
received  by  her  from  the  feleCt  com¬ 
mittee  at  Madras,  dated  the  4th  in¬ 
ftant,  gives  an  account  of  the  pro- 
grefs  of  Meffrs.  Sadlier  and  Staun¬ 
ton,  and  of  fome  fteps  aCfually 
taken  in  the  mutual  evacuation  oi 
the  conquefts.  The  general  of 
Tippoo  Saib’s  army  in  the  Carnatic 
was  in  full  march  to  the  Changamah 
Pafs,  accompanied  by  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  :  and  their  arrival  is  men¬ 
tioned  by  Tippoo  Saib,  in  his  let¬ 
ters  to  general  Macleod,  as  an  event 
that  will  bring  with  it  a  certainty  of 
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Some  boats  with  fepoys  having 
been  wrecked  near  Cannanore,  in 
the  late  bad  weather  upon  the  Ma¬ 
labar  coaft,  and  about  200  of  them 
Seized  and  detained  by  the  Biddy, 
notwithstanding  repeated  applica¬ 
tions  made  for  their  releaie,  both 
by  generabMacleod  and  the  refident 
of  Tillicherry ;  and  the  Cannanore 
government  being  on  all  occaiions 
inimical  to  the  company,  the  ge¬ 
neral,  immediately  after  the  relief 
of  Mangalore,  declared  his  inten¬ 
tion  to  take  fatisfadfion  for  thefe  in¬ 
juries,  In  a  letter  received  within 
thefe  few  days,  we  are  advifed  of 
the  place  being  taken,  and  promifed 
further  particulars  in  a  Short  time  ; 
but  in  this  letter  the  general  men¬ 
tions  that  the  nabob  Tippoo  Saib 
had  defired  him  to  defift,  and  claim¬ 
ed  the  Biddy  as  his  ally;  the  ge¬ 
neral,  however,  allures  us  that  no 
bad  confecpuences  will  enfue. 

The  Separate  treaty  with  Mhadajee 
Sclndia  is  arrived.  The  president 
and  feledt  committee  have  juft  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  the  peiliwa,  in 
anfvver  to  their’s,  wherein  he  ex- 
preftes  his  full  acquiefcence  in  the 
treaty,  and  his  readinefs  to  join 
with  the  Englilh  in  offensive  mea- 
fures  againft  Tippoo  Saib,  Should  he 
fail  in  performing  the  conditions 
required  from  him. 

Bombay  Caftle ,  Jan.  10,  1784. 
Late  laft  night  difpatches  arrived 
from  brigadier-general  Macleod, 
dated  on  board  the  Ranger  fnow, 
off  Mangalore,  the  28th  and  29th 
lilt. 

In  the  firft  the  general  gives  a 
particular  detail  of  the  capture  of 
Cannanore,  and  in  the  fecond  ad- 
vifes,  in  general  terms,  that  the 
negotiations  for  peace  were  going 
on,  and  that  Tippoo  Saib  had  not 
refufed  permiffion  to  revidtual  Man¬ 
galore,  which  iervice  the  general 
was  then  performing,  the  boats 


being  in  the  river,  and  the  veSTels 
under  way  with  the  provisions  for 
Onore. 

^ 

His  Majejty's  Speech  to  both  Houfcs  of 
Parliament ,  May  17. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  greateft  fatisfadfion  in 
meeting  you  in  parliament  at  this 
time,  after  recurring,  in  fo  impor¬ 
tant  a  moment,  to  the  fenfe  of  my 
people.  I  have  a  juft  and  confident 
reliance,  that  you  are  animated  with 
the  fame  fentiments  of  loyalty,  and 
the  fame  attachment  to  our  excellent 
constitution,  which  I  have  had  the 
happineis  to  See  fo  fully  manifefted 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  The 
happy  effects  of  fuch  a  difpofitiora. 
will,  I  doubt  not,  appear  in  the 
temper  and  wifdom  of  your  delibe- 
ations,  and  in  the  difpatch  of  the 
important  objedts  of  public  buiinefs 
which  demand  your  attention.  It 
will  afford  me  peculiar  pleafure  to 
find  that  the  exercife  of  the  power 
entrufied  to  me  by  the  constitution, 
has  been  produdtive  of  confequences 
fo  beneficial  to  my  fubjedts,  whofe 
inter-eft  and  welfare  are  always  near- 
eft  my  heart. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  have  ordered  the  efiimates  for 
the  current  year  ..to  be  laid  before 
you  ;  and  I  truft  to  your  zeal  and 
affedtion  to  make  fuch  provisions  for 
their  farther  Supply,  aud  for  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  the  Sums  granted  in  the 
laft  parliament,  as  may  appear  to  be 
necefiary. 

I  Sincerely  lament  every  addition 
to  the  burthens  of  my  people  ;  but 
they  will,  !  ain  perluaded,  feel  the 
nece’Sfity,  after  a  long  and  expensive 
war,  of  effectually  providing  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  national 
faith  and  our  public  credit,  fo  ef- 

fential 
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fential  to  the  power  and  profperity 
of  the  ftate* 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  alarming  progrefs  of  frauds 
in  the  revenue,  accompanied  in  fo 
many  inflances  with  violence,  will 
not  fail,  on  every  account,  to  excite 
your  attention.  I  mull,  at  the  fame 
time,  recommend  to  your  moil  feri- 
ous  con  fide  ration,  to  frame  fuch 
commercial  regulations  as  may  ap¬ 
pear  immediately  neceffary  in  the 
prefent  moment.  The  affairs  of 
the  Eaft  India  company  form  an 
objedl  of  deliberation  deeply  con¬ 
nected  with  the  general  interefls  of 
the  country.  While  you  feel  a  juft 
anxiety  to  provide  for  the  good  go¬ 
vernment  of  our  polfeffions  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  you  will,  I  truft, 
never  lofe  fight  of  the  effect  which 
any  meafure  to  be  adopted  for  that 
purpofe  may  have  on  our  own  con¬ 
futation,  and  our  dearefl  interefts  at 
home.  You  will  find  me  always 
defirous  to  concur  with  you  in  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  of  lafting  bene¬ 
fit  to  my  people :  I  have  no  wifh  but 
to  confult  their  profperity  by  a  con- 
flant  attention  to  every  object  of  na¬ 
tional  concern,  by  an  uniform  adher¬ 
ence  to  the  true  principles  of  our 
free  conftitution,  and  by  fuppoiting 
and  maintaining,  in  their  juft  ba¬ 
lance,  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
every  branch  of  the  iegiflature. 


His  Majefy's  Srecch  to  both  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  Auguft  20. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  cannot  dole  this  fefiion  of  par¬ 
liament  without  returning  you  my 
warmeft  thanks  for  the  eminent 
proofs  you  have  given  of  your  zea¬ 
lous  and  diligent  attention  to  the 
public  fervice. 

The  happieft  effedls  may  be  ex¬ 
pedited  from  the  proviftons  which 
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you  have  made  for  the  better  go¬ 
vernment  of  India,  and  from  the  in- 
ftitution  of  a  tribunal  fo  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  trial  of  offences  com¬ 
mitted  in  that  diftant  country. 

I  obferve,  with  great  fatisfadtion, 
the  laws  which  you  have  palled  for 
the  prefervation  and  improvement  of 
the  revenue.  No  exertions  Ihall  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  give  them  vi¬ 
gour  and  effedt. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

The  zeal  and  liberality  with 
which  you  have  provided  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  public  fervice,  and 
the  affiftance  which  you  have  given 
me  to  prevent  a  growing  arrear  in 
the  expences  of  my  civil  lift,  de¬ 
mand  my  particular  thanks. 

I  feel  in  common  with  you  for  the 
unavoidable  burthens  of  my  neo- 
pie. 

The  importance  of  effedlually 
fupporting  our  national  credit,  after 
a  long  and  exhaufting  war,  can 
alone  reconcile  me  to  fo  painful  a 
neceffiy.  I  truft  the  fame  confide- 
ration  will  enable  my  faithful  fub- 
jedts  to  meet  it,  as  they  have  uni¬ 
formly  done,  with  fortitude  and  pa¬ 
tience. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Definitive  Treaty  which  has 
been  figned  with  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Provinces,  and  the 
peace  concluded  in  India,  as  well  a9 
the  afiurances  which  I  receive  from 
foreign  powers,  promife  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  general  tranquillity. 

I  truft,  therefore,  that  after  fo 
laborious  a  fefiion,  it  will  not  be 
found  neceflary  to  call  you  again 
together  at  a  very  early  period. 

Many  important  objedts  with  re~ 
fpcdl  to  our  trade  and  commerce, 
which  could  not  now  be  provided 

for. 
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fo*,  will  naturally  require  your  at¬ 
tention  after  the  recefs ;  and  fuch 
regulations  will,  I  truft,  be  framed, 
after  a  full  inveftigation,  as  fhall  be 
fomxfbeft:  calculated  to  promote  the 
wealth  and  profperity  oi  all  pans  of 
the  empire. 


AbJIraB  of  a  Bill  for  no  eff  i  ng  the 
Affairs  of  the  Eafi-Ind  a  Company 
in  the  Hands  of  certain  Commif- 
“  ft  oners  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  and  the  Public ,  brought 
into  Parliament  by  the  right  ban* 
Charles  fames  Fox . 

Whereas  great  di borders  have 
prevailed  and  do  hill  incre.ife  in 
st-he  management  of  the  territorial 
pofTeffions,  revenues,  and  commerce 
of  t\ :  s  kingdom  in  the  Eaft  Indies, 
fhmmifhing  the  profperity  of  the  na¬ 
tives, and  impairing, and  threatening 
•with  litter  ruin,  the  valuable  inter- 
eus  of  this  nation  in  that  country: 

That  the  government  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  prefent  directors 
and  proprietors  be  fufpended  : 

That  Willi  am  earl  Fitzwfilyam, 
the  right  hon.  Frederic  Montagu, 
George  lord  vr count  Lewifham, 
the  hon,  George  Auguftus  North, 
fir  Gilbert  Elliot,  hart,  fir  Henry 
Fiercher,  barr.  and  Robert  Gre¬ 
gory,  cfq.  be  conftituted  diredlors, 
with  the  feveral  powers  of  the  for¬ 
mer  court  of  directors  and  general 
court  of  proprietors  : 

That  the  above  directors  imme¬ 
diately  enter  into  poffeffion  of  all 
lands,  tenements,  books,  records, 
veffels,  goods,  money,  and  fecu- 
rities,  in  truft  for  the  company  : 

That  Thomas  Cheap,  George 
Cuming,  Richard  Hall,  John  Har- 
rifon,  fo.feph  Sharp,  John  Michie, 
John  Smith,  George  Tatem,  and 
James  Moffat,  enquires,  proprietors 
each  of  them  of  2000  1.  company’s 
1  y  8q. 
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frock  at  leaft?  be  afftftant  directors, 
entirely  Subordinate  to  the  principal 
directors  : 

That  any  vacancy  in  the  board 
of  directors  be  filled  by  his  majefty, 
under  his  fign  manual,  within 
twenty  days  : 

That  any  vacancy  in  the  board 
of  affiftant  directors,  be  filled  by 
the  majority  of  proprietors,  qua¬ 
lified  as  formerly,  not  by  bailor, 
but  in  an  open  court  : 

That -any  five  of  the  direffors  be 
empowered  to  remove  any  of  the 
afthtant  directors,  entering  in  their 
journals  their  reafons  for  the  re¬ 
moval  : 

That  William  earl  Fitzwilliam, 
be  chairman  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors,  and  the  right  hon.  Frederic 
Montagu  be  deputy-chairman,  with 
tlie  reverfion  of  the  chair ;  future 
vacancies  in  thefe  offices  to  be  fup- 
plied  by  the  election  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  : 

That  the  chairman,  or  in  his  ab- 
fence  the  deputy-chairman,  have 
power  to  f  ummon  any  extraordinary 
meeting  of  the  board,  and  to  pro- 
pofe  the  bufinefs  to  be  firft  confi- 
dered,  with  the  privilege  of  a  call¬ 
ing  voice  ;  the  ma  jority  of  the  di¬ 
rectors  however  being  at  liberty 
to  adjourn"  their  meetings  as  they 
(hall  think  proper  £ 

That  the  direftors  vote  openly, 
and  in  any  difference  of  opinion, 
except  as  to  the  eledtion  to  offices  of 
a  pe-rfoo  not  having  before  been 
in  the  company's  fervice,  enter  up¬ 
on  their  journals  their  reafons  for 
their  vote  : 

That  no  perfon  concerned  in  any 
mercantile  manner  with  the  com¬ 
pany. 

That  no  perfon  charged  with 
corrupt  praelice,  peculation,  or  op- 
prelfion  in  India,  within  two  years 
before  the  time  of  his  nomination, 
until  the  directors,  or  three  of 
(M)  v  thcuij 
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them,  lhall  have  examined  into  and 
acquitted  him  of  the  charge, 

That  no  perfon  who  has  been, 
or  lhall  hereafter  be,  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  fervice  in  India,  until  two 
years  from  his  return  be  elapfed ; — 
be  capable  of  being  a  director,  or 
affiftant  director : 

That  the  directors,  once  in  every 
fix  months,  lay  before  the  general 
court  of  proprietors  an  exabt  ftate 
of  their  accounts  : 

That  the  direblors,  within  twenty 
days  after  the  commencement  of 
every  feffion  of  parliament,  lay  be¬ 
fore  the  commiffioners  or  the  trea¬ 
sury,  to  be  fu ‘omitted  to  both  houfes 
of  parliament,  an  accurate  ftate  of 
the  ir  accounts  and  eftablifhments  : 

That  the  di  rebtors  have  full 
power  to  remove,  or  fufpend,  every 
perfon  from  any  ftatiom,  civil  or 
military,  in  the  company’s  fervice  : 

That  every  charge  of  peculation, 
pifurv,  receipt  of  prefents,  oppref- 
lion  or  breach  of  orders,  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  directors,  be  examin¬ 
ed  by  them  within  twenty  days, 
and  it  they  lhall  not  think  proper 
to  recal,  or  order  a  profecution  a- 
gain  ft  the  perfon  fo  charged,  each 
direblor  enter  in  their  journals  his 
reafons  for  declining  thofe  Heps  : 

That  the  directors,  before  they 
.  confirm  the  appointment  therhfelves, 
or  fuller  the  departure  from  Great 
Britain  for  India  of  any  perfon  a- 
gainft  whom  any  fuch  charge  has 
been  made,  make  a  full  examina¬ 
tion  into  the  fubjebt  of  the  charge, 
and  enter  upon  their  journals  their 
reafons  for  not  attending  to  it ; 

That  in  cafe  of  any  difference 
between  the  governor-general  and 
council  of  Bengal,  or  between  any 
of  the  prefidents  and  their  councils, 
or  between  the  government  of  one 
fcttlement  and  the  government  of 
another,  the  directors  enter  into  an 
examination  of  the  difference  uitft- 
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in  twenty  days,  and  within  three 
months  either  come  to  a  definitive 
decifion,  or  enter  upon  their  jour¬ 
nals  their  reafons  for  not  coming 
to  fuch  decifion  : 

That  in  cafe  of  any  queftion  fub- 
mitted  to  the  directors  by  any  of 
the  prefidencies  in  India,  the  di- 
rebtors  return  an  anfwer  to  the 
queftion  within  three  months,  or 
enter  up  n  their  journals  the  re.a- 
luns  of  their  delay  : 

That,  in  cafe  of  any  breach  of 
treaty,  injury  or  grievance,  com¬ 
mitted  againft  any  prince  in  India, 
complained  of,  or  otherwife  corn¬ 
ing  ?o  the  knowledge  of  the  direc¬ 
tors,  the  direblors  enquire  into  fuch 
injury  as  fpeedily  as  may  be,  begin 
their  examination  by  confidering: 
the  treaties  or  the  orders  of  the 
former  direblors  and  court  ol  pro¬ 
prietors,  and  do  complete  juftice  to 
fuch  prince  on  every  material  ar¬ 
ticle  of  complaint,  and  not  upon 
the  whole  in  grofs  : 

That  three  of  the  direblors  form 
a  board  : 

That  the  correfpondence  of  the 
direblors  be  figned  by  their  fecre- 
tary  : 

That  the  direblors  and  affiftant 
direblors,  be  incapable  of  bolding 
any  office  in  the  company’s  fervice, 
or  any  place  of  profit  from  the 
crown  during  pleafure  : 

That  it  be  lawful  for  his  majefty 
to  remove  any  of  the  direblors  of 
affiftant  direblors,  upon  an  addrefs 
from  either  houfe  of  parliament. 

That  any  direblor  hereafter  to  be 
appointed  by  his  majefty,  be  not 
difqualified  from  fitting  jn  the  houfe 
of  commons. 

That  the  affiftant  direblors  re¬ 
ceive  from  the  company  a  clear 
yearly  falary  of  500  1. 

That  this  abl  continue  jn  force 

for  four  years. 

Ah* 
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4  b ft  fact  of  a  F>  ill  for  the  better  Go¬ 
vernment  of  the  Territorial  P of- 
fejjlons  and  Dependencies  in  India , 
brought  into  P arli ament  by  the 
right  hon.  Charles  'James  Fox. 

Whereas  great  diforders  have 
prevailed  in  the  government  of  the 
Britifh  Eaffc  Indies,  and  the  laws 
and  lawful  authority  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  have  not  been  duly  obeyed 
by  the  fervants  of  the  if  all  India 
company  : 

That  no  authority  is,  or  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  granted  by  an  act  of 
the  13th  Geo.  III.  [Lord  North’s 
Eaft  India  Bill]  or  by  any  other  a£t 
to  the  governor-general  and  council 
of  Bengal,  or  any  other  perfon, 
exempting  them  trom  a  ilrict  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  orders  of  the  late  court 
of  directors,  or  the  future  orders 
of  the  commiffioners,  named  m- 
ftead  of  that  court,  in  an  aft  of 
this  feffion  of  parliament : 

That  the  orders  of  the  late  court 
of  directors  be  confidered  as  rules 
for  the  conduct  of  the  company’s 
fervants,  until  notice  dial  1  be  given 
by  the  commiffioners  of  any  altera¬ 
tion  or  repeal  : 

That  the  reflridlions  and  provi- 
lions  of  the  adl  i  3  George  III.  were 
not  intended,  and  are  hereby  ex¬ 
prefly  declared  not  to  be  confined 
to  the  forts,  factories  and  other 
fubordinate  places  in  the  fettle - 
ment  of  Fort  William,  but  extend 
to  all  ordinances  blued'  by  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  and  council  of  Fort 
William  : 

That  an  abftraT  of  fuch  ordi¬ 
nances  be  regitlered  and  affixed  in 
the  Perfian  and  Hindoilan  lan¬ 
guages,  in  every  provincial  court 
in  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar 
and  Orifia,  or  in  the  tenitory  to 
which  they  relate  : 

fFfiat  the  powers  of  the  governor- 
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general  and  council,  or  of  any  pre? 
indent  and  council,  be  incapable  of 
being  delegated,  and  that  no  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  the  execution  of  any 
fpecial  commifiion  be  finally  ap¬ 
proved,  until  a  full  rdport,  accom¬ 
panied  with  vouchers,  be  made  to 
the  governor-general  and  council, 
ol*  prefident  and  council  : 

That  all  communications  of  any 
native  prince  or  his  agent,  or  any 
Britifli  relident,  or  fubordinate 
fettlement,  or  collector  of  revenue, 
fliall  be  addrefied  to  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  or  prefident 
and  council,  and  ail  fuch  commu¬ 
nications,  however  addrefied,  be  laid 
before  the  council  : 

That  the  governor-general  or 
prefident  may  adjourn  the  confi- 
deration  of  any  quefiion  in  the  ref- 
pediive  councils  for  the  fpace  of 
fuch  quefiions  not  to 
be  adjourned  oftener  than  s 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council,  or  prefident  and  council, 
fliall  not  exchange  any  territory,  or 
accept  any  acquisition  ; 

That  the  govern 0 r-ge ne ral  and 
council  do  not  invade  the  territory 
of  any  independent  prince,  until  a 
majority  in  council,  in  minutes 
fubferibed  by  each  member  com- 
pofing  the  majority,  fhall  declare 
that  fuch  prince  is  about  to  attack 
the  territory  of  the  company  or 
their  dependencies  ; 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council,  or  prefident  and  council, 
do  not  form  any  alliance  for  the 
purpofe  of  dividing  op  fharing  any 
territory  : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council,  or  prefident  and  council, 
do  not  hire  out  any  part  of  the 
company’s  troops  to  any  indepen¬ 
dent  prince : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council,  or  prefident  and  council. 
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do  not  appoint  to  any  office  any 
per  foil  removed  from  any  office  for 
mifdemeanour  : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council,  or  prefident  and  council, 
or  any  collector  of  revenue,  or 
member  ot  any  fubordinate  fettle- 
rnent,  do  not  let  out  to  hire  any 
farm,  or  other  thing,  to  any  fer- 
vant  of  any  perfon  in  the  civil  ler- 
vice  of  the  company  ;  the  profits 
of  all  contracts,  contrary  to  this 
claufe,  to  be  recoverable  from  the 
principal : 

That  all  monopolies  in  India  be 
void  : 

That  no  debt  or  balance  exceed¬ 
ing  in  confequence 

of  any  advance,  for  any  purchafe, 
be  recoverable  after  the  fpace  of 

and  no  perfon  be 
imprifoned  for  fuch  debt  : 

That,  whereas  by  the  adt  i 3  Geo. 
III.  it  is-  enabled,  That  every  ille¬ 
gal  prefent  be  deemed  to  have  been 
received  for  the  ufe  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  whereas  that  proviiion 
lias  been  attended  with  inconveni¬ 
ence  ;  that  every  fuch  prefent,  if 
the  fame  be  not  corruptly  given, 
to  obtain  any  place  or  other  objedf, 
to  which  the  perfon  giving  the 
fame  fliall  not  be  entitled,  be  re¬ 
turned,  and  be  recoverable  by  ac¬ 
tion  : 

That  in  cafe  the  perfon  giving 
fuch  prefent,  or  the  company  do 
not  fue  for  the  fame  within  J 
months,  the  fame  be  recoverable 
by  any  perfon  for  his  foie  ufe  and 
benefit : 

That  if  any  perfon  be  convidled 
in  any  of  the  courts  in  India  of  re¬ 
ceiving  any  prefent  contrary  to  the 
act  13  Geo.  ill.  fuch  perfon  iball 
thereupon 

That  all  finds  and  tenements, 
not  in  the  adfual  occupation  of  the 
company,  or  by  them  farmed  out. 


be  deemed  to  be  the  eflate  and  in¬ 
heritance  of  the  native  landholders 
and  families,  unlefs  difpolfeffed  by 
judgment  of  fome  competent  court 
for  fome  crime  or  mifdemeanour,  or 
non-payment  of  their  rent : 

That  the  rent  paid  by  the  land¬ 
holders  immediately  before  the  year 
fhail  not  be  altered  or  increafed : 

That  the  governor-general  and 
council  may  re  it  ore  any  landholder 
difpoffeffed  of  his  territory  ;  fub- 
jedt  ncveithelefs  to  fuch  leafes  as 
fliall  have  been  made  before  the 

and  it  the  land-* 
holder  (hall  have  quitted  his  terri¬ 
tory  upon  condition  of  receiving 
any  petition,  and  {hall  prefer  fuch 
penfion,  that  the  fame  upon  no  ac¬ 
count  be  difeontinued : 

That  no  princes  engaged  to  keep 
up  a  body  of  troops  for  the  fervice 
of  the  company,  or  to  pay  any 
body  of  Englifh  troops,  or  to  pay 
any  tribute  for  the  protedlion  of  the 
company,  be  moleiled  in  the  en- 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  : 

That  all  perfons  be  amenable  to 
the  commiffioners,  and  to  all  courts 
of  jullice  of  competent  jurifdidlion 
to  try  offences  committed  in  India, 
for  offences  committed  in  the  terri¬ 
tories  of  any  protected  prince  : 

That  no  fervant  of  the  company 
or  of  his  majefly,  take  upon  him- 
fel'f  to  colled!  or  farm  the  revenues 
of  any  protedfed  prince  : 

That,  if  any  fervant  of  the  com¬ 
pany  fliall  invade  the  territories  of 
any  independent  prince,  without 
written  orders  from  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  fuch  perfon 
upon  conviction  thereof  be 

That  no  protedfed  prince  have 
any  other  prince  dependent  upon 
him,  any  farther  than  fuch  prince 
fliall  have  flood  bound  to  him  be¬ 
fore  the  year  ;  the  troops 

of  thefe  lad  not  to  be  required 

without 
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without  the  orders  of  the  governor- 
general  and  council,  or  prelident 
'and  council  : 

That  the  fucceffion  of  the  pro- 
tedded  princes  fnall  not  be  altered 
or  difpofed  of  by  will  contrary  to 
the  laws  of  the  country  and  the 
faith  of  treaties  t 

That  the  protedled  princes  do 
not  farm  any  lands  of  the  com¬ 
pany  : 

That  no  protected  prince  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  relide  for  more  than 

years  in  any  of  the  company’s 
fettlements,  unlefs  being  expelled 
from  his  dominions  : 

That  no  fervant  of  the  company 
have  any  pecuniary  tranfaddions 
with  any  pro  tedded  prince  ;  all  fuch 
tranfadtions  to  be  and  any 

perlbn  conviGed  of  fuch  tranfadlion 
to  be 

•  That  no  protected  prince  remove, 
or  increafe  the  rent  of  any  zemin¬ 
dar  beyond  what  was  paid  in  the 
year 

That  all  zemindars  fo  difpofTefTed 
fhall  be  reilored  : 

That  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  the 
raja  of  Tanjour,  or  any  other  protedd- 
ed  prince,  do  not  mortgage  any  land 
to  any  Britifh  fuhjedd ;  fuch  mort¬ 
gages  to  be  and  their 

produce  recoverable  by  adtion  : 

That  no  money  be  received  upon 
account  of  any  debts  from  any  pro- 
tedded  prince,  except  fuch  as  were 
confolidated  in  the  year 
without  being  firid  examined,  and 
appearing  to  the  commiffioners  to 
have  been  contradded  in  fome  open 
and  avowed  courfe  of  trade,  and 
not  as  the  reward  of  any  fervice, 
or  for  any  other  matter  prohibited 
by  law,  or  by  the  future  orders  of 
the  commiffioners  ;  the  evidence  in 
fupport  of  the  debt  to  be  entered 
in  the  journals  of  the  commif- 
fioners  : 

That  the  difputes  between  the 
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nabob  of  Arcot  and  the  raja  of 
Tanjour,  be  examined  and  adjuft- 
ecl  by  the  commiffioners  as  foon  as 
may  be,  according  to  the  principles 
of  the  treaty  1762,  the  orders  of 
the  direddors  to  George  lord  Pigor, 
and  the  arrangements  of  George 
lord  Pigot : 

That  the  commiffioners  tranfmit 
to  the  governor-general  and  coun¬ 
cil,  or  to  the  prelident  and  council 
of  Fort  St,  George,  or  to  fuch  per- 
fons  as  they  fliall  fpecially  appoint, 
full  orders  for  terminating  the  laid 
difputes  ;  for  examining  the  pre- 
fent  idate  of  the  affairs,  revenues 
and  debts  of  the  faid  princes,  and 
the  claims  of  Britifh  fubjedds  upon 
them  j  for  making  an  immediate 
report  to  the  commiffioners  ;  for 
adopting  or  fuggelding*  fuch  means 
for  the  liquidation  of  the  bona  fide 
debts,  as  fliall  be  confident  with 
juflice  to  the  creditors  and  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  the  company,  and  fliall  oc¬ 
casion  the  leal!  inconvenience  to 
thefe  princes  ;  and  for  making  an 
immediate  report  of  their  proceed¬ 
ing  to  the  commiffioners  : 

That  all  polygars  difpofTefTed 
fince  the  year  be  redored 

at  the  fame  rent  as  they  were  liable 
to  pay  immediately  before 

That,  whereas  difputes  have  ati- 
fen  reipedting  the  extent  of  the 
controling  power  given  by  the  add 
13  Geo.  III.  to  the  governor-ge¬ 
neral  and  council  over  the  prefi- 
dencies  of  Madras,  Bombay  and 
Bencoolen,  in  matters  of  war, 
peace  and  treaties,  the  faid  power 
do  extend  to  all  matters,  direddly 
or  in  direddly  tending  to  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  hofiiiities  ;  the  gover¬ 
nor-general  and  council  to  enter  up* 
on  their  minutes  their  reafons  for 
treating  any  proceeding  as  contrary 
to  this  declaration  ;  and  the  prefi- 
dencies,  in  cafe  of  any  doubt,  to 
fubmit  to  the  adds  of  the  governor- 
(M  3)  general 
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geAeral  and  council,-  and  to  lay  the 
cafe  before  the  commiffioners : 

That  it  be  lawful  for  the  prefi- 
dency  of  Bombay,  in  cale  of  war  or 
the  danger  of  war,  in  the  north-weft 
and  weftern  coafts  of  India  or  in  the 
territories  of  the  Marattas,  to  con¬ 
clude  any  treaty  truce  or  alliance 
with  any  native  prince  >  the  prefi- 
dency  to  inlert  in  luch  treaty  a 
provifion,  that  the  fame  ftiall  be 
null  and  void,  unlefs  ratified  within 
a  limited  time  bv  the  governor-ge¬ 
neral  and  council  ;  to  enter  upon 
their  minutes  the  reafons  of  their 
condutft  with  vouchers,  to  tranlmit 
to  the  governor-general  and  coun¬ 
cil,  and  to  the  commiffioners  ; 
and  to  obey  the  orders  of  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  until  they  (hall  be 
altered  by  the  commiffioners  : 

That  the  prefidency  of  Madras 
have  the  like  power,  in  cafe  of 
War  or  the  danger  of  war,  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel  or  from 

to  on  the  coaft  of 

Malabar  1 

That  no  fervant  of  the  company, 
or  agent  of  any  protected  prince, 
be  capable  of  fitting  in  the  houfe 
of  commons ;  fuch  perfons  actu¬ 
ally  members  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  to  fit  during  the  remainder 
of  tllC  prefent  parliament  : 

That  no  perfon  having  been  in 
the  fervice  of  the  company,  (hall 
be  capable  of  fitting  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  within  alter 

Bis  return,  or  whilft  any  public 
prof  ecution  is  depending  again  ft 
him  for  any  offences  alledged  to 
have  been  committed  while  he  was 
in  that  fervice  ;  luch  profeeftfions 
to  be  commenced  within 
after  his  return,  and  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  within  ,  unlefs 

the  delay  be  at  the  requeft,  or 
through  the  default  of  the  parfv 
profeeuted  ; 


That  all  offences  againft  this  a  eft 
may  be  profecutcd  in  the  fu  preme 
court  at  Calcutta,  in  the  mayor’s 
courts,  in  the  court  of  kingVbench, 
or  in  any  other  court,  fpecially  to 
be  mftituted  for  this  purpofe  ;  the 
powers  given  to  the  court  of  king’s- 
bench  by  the  a£f  13  George  111. 
to  extend  to  offences  againft  this 
a 61;  and  in  all  cafes  where  the  pu- 
nifhment  is  not  herein  appointed, 
the  court  is  to  impofe,  at  their  dii- 
cretion,  any  fine  not  exceeding 
or  imprifonment  not 
exceeding  or  the  in¬ 

capacity  of  ferving  the  company. 


Jb /'trail  of  a  Bill  for  the  better  Go - 
vernment  and  Management  cf  tbs 
f fairs  of  the  E, aft -In ilia  Com - 
party ,  brought  into  Parliament  by 
the  right  bon .  William  Pitt ,  in  the 
four  ■lb  Sefion  of  the  fifteenth  Par - 
lament  of  Great  Britain ,  and  re - 
j cited  by  the  Houfe  of  Common  . 

For  the  better  government  and 
fecurity  of  the  territorial  poifei- 
ftons  of  this  kingdom  in  the  Haft 
Indies  : 

That  it  be  lawful  for  his  majefty 
to  appoint  perfons,  being  privy- 
counlellors,  of  whom  the  fecretary 
of  ffate  for  the  home  department, 
and  the  chancellor  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  {hall  be  two,  to  be  commif¬ 
fioners  for  the  affairs  of  India  : 

That  of  the  commiffion¬ 

ers  form  a  board  : 

That  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  01  in 
his  abfence  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  or  in  the  abfence  or 
both,  the  fenior  privy  counfellor, 
prefide  at  the  board  : 

That  the  prefident  have  a  calling 
vote  : 

That  the  commiffion  of  fuper- 
in tendance  and  control  be  during 

-  1  'iV-' ' 
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That  the  commiffioners  be  not 
disqualified  from  fitting  in  the  houie 
of  commons  : 

That  the  board  be  authorifed  to 
check,  fuperintend  and  control  the 
civil  and  military  government  and 
revenue  of  the  company  : 

That  a  fecretary  to  the  board  be 
appointed  by  the  fecretary  of  date, 
fubjedl  to  the  difmiffion  of  the 
board  ;  the  fecretary  to  minute  the 
proceedings  of  the  board,  and  to 
be  paid  fuch  falary  as  his  majefiy 
{hall  diredl : 

That  the  commiffioners  in  enter¬ 
ing  upon  their  office  take  and  fub- 
feribe  the  following  oath  ; 

44  I  A,  B.  do  faithfully  promife 
and  fwear,  that  as  a  cornmiffioner 
or  member  of  the  board  for  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  India,  I  will  give  my  beft 
advice  and  affiftance  for  the  good 
government  of  the  Britifh  poffief- 
lions  in  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  and  will 
execute  the  feveral  powers  and  trulls 
repofed  in  me,  according  to  the 
beft  of  my  {kill  and  judgment,  with¬ 
out  favour  or  affedtion,  prejudice 
or  malice  to  any  perfon  what¬ 
soever.” 

That  the  commiffioners  have  ac- 
ccfs  to  all  papers  and  muniments  of 
the  company,  and  that  the  court  of 
diredtors  deliver  to  the  board  copies 
of  the  proceedings  of  all  courts  of 
diredtors  and  courts  of  proprie¬ 
tors  within  days;  and  co¬ 

pies  of  all  difpatches  received  by 
them  immediately,  and  copies  of 
all  orders  propofed  to  be  lent  to 
India  days  before  the 

time  propofed  for  fending  them  ; 
the  diredtors  to  pay  due  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  board  touching 
civil  and  military  government  and 
revenues  : 

That  within  clays  after 

the  receipt  of  the  copies  laft  men¬ 
tioned,  the  board  return  the  fame 
with  their  approbation,  fubferibed 
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by  commiffioners,  or  their 

reafons  at  large  for  difapproving 
them,  together  with  inltrudtions 
upon  the  iubjedi  ;  the  orders  fo  ap¬ 
proved  and  amended  to  be  lent 
without  delay  : 

That,  in  cafe  the  board  fetid  any 
orders,  which  in  the  opinion  of 
the  diredtors  relate  to  points  not 
connedfed  with  civil  and  military 
government  and  revenues,  the  di-* 
redfors  to  complain  to  his  majefiy 
in  council ;  the  decifion  of  his  ma¬ 
jefiy  in  council  to  be  final  ; 

That,  as  the  office  of  the  couii- 
fellors  of  the  prefidency  of  Fort-* 
William  become  vacant,  the  prefi¬ 
dency  conlifl  of  a  governor-general 
and  counfellors  only  ;  the 

commander  in  chief  to  have  voice 
and  precedence  next  after  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  : 

That  the  prefidencies  of  Fort  St* 
George  and  Bombay  confift  of  a  pre- 
iident  and  counfellors  only  $ 

the  commander  in  chief  to  have 
voice  and  precedence  next  after  the 
prefident  : 

That  after  the  appoint-* 

merit  of  the  commander  in  chief  at 
Fort  William,  Madras  and  Bom¬ 
bay  veil  in  his  majefiy  : 

That  it  be  lawful  for  his  majefiy 
to  bellow  the  reverfion  of  thofe  of¬ 
fices  : 

That  the  perfons,  upon  whom 
fuch  reverfion  fliall  be  bellowed, 
have  military  command,  next  after 
the  commander  ill  chief,  at  his  ma- 
jelly’s  pleafure  : 

That  it  be  lawful  for  his  majefiy 
to  recal  or  vacate  the  appointment 
of  the  governor-general,  or  preh- 
dent,  or  any  member  of  their  re- 
fpedtive  councils  3 

That  the  appointment  to  any  of¬ 
fice  by  the  court  of  diredtors,  be 
fubjedt  to  the  approbation  of  his 
majefiy  ;  and,  in  cale  it  fliall  not 
be  approved  by  his  majefiy,  the 
*  h.(M  4)  di- 
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dirediors  proceed  within 
days  to  a  feco&d  appointment,  fub- 
jedt  to  the  approbation  of  his  ma* 
jelly,  and  fo,  toiics  quo  ties : 

That,  in  cafe  the  directors  with* 
in  days  after  the  notifica¬ 

tion  of  the  vacancy,  or  of  his  ma- 
j city’s  disapprobation,  do  not  pro¬ 
ceed  to  fapply  the  fame,  it  be  law¬ 
ful  for  his  majefty  to  appoint  a  fuc- 
celfor  4 

That  any  per. ion  rcfigniag  the 
office  of  governor -general,  preli- 
dent,  commander  in  chief,  or  cairn- 
lelior,  make  his  re lig nation  by  an. 
in  liniment  in  writing  under  his 
hand  and  feal : 

That  it  he  not  lawful  for  the 
court  of  proprietors  to  refcmd,  or 
alter  any  proceedings  of  the  court 
©£  directors  : 

That  Co  much  of  the  aft  21  Geo* 
II L  or  of  any  other  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  charier,  as  is  repugnant? 
£©  this  adt,  be  d i id onti nixed  ; 

That  this  act  take  place  in  Great 

Britain  after  and  in  India 

after  and  continue  in  force 

* 

for  years : 

'  That  this  adt  be  deemed  a  public 
acl. 


Same  Account  of  the  P  rocce dings  on  the 
‘Trial  of  the  Indictment ,  the  King , 
on  the  Profecution  of  William  Jones, 
Gentleman ,  again  ft  the  Reverend 
William  Davies  Shipley ,  Dean  of 
St.  Afaph ,  for  a  Libel ,  at  the 
Affixes  at  Sbrevjjbury,  Auguft  6, 
x 784,  before  the  Honourable  Mr, 
Jnjlicc  Duller, 

At  the  great  feffion,  held  at 
Wrexham,  for  the  county  of  Den¬ 
bigh,  in  April,  *783,  a  bill  of  in- 
dt&ment  was  found  again  ft  the  dean 
of  St.  Afaph,  to  which  the  defend¬ 
ant  pleaded  not  guilty. 

At  the  great  feffion,  held  at 
Wrexham,  for  the  county  of  Den¬ 


bigh,  in  September,  1783,  the  trlaf 
was  put  off  on  the  application  of  the 
profecutor,  on  account  of  the  di- 
ftribution  of  a  primed  paper  among 
the  jury. 

At  the  great  feffion,  held  ac 
Wrexham,  for  the  county  of  Den¬ 
bigh,  in  April,  1784,  the  profe¬ 
cutor  having  obtained  a  certiorari, 
which  was  allowed  by  the  court, 
removed  the  indidfment  into  tha 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  when  the 
court  diredled  it  to  be  tried  at  th® 
next  affize  at  Shrewfbury. 

On  Friday,  the  6th  of  Auguft, 
1784,  the  trial  came  on,  at  the  affize 
at  Shrewfbury,  before  the  hon, 
Mr.  J  uftice  Bull©*. 

The  indictment  was  .laid  for  the 
publifhing  a  libel,  entitled,  The 
Principles  of  Government ,  in  a  Dia¬ 
logue  between  a  Gentleman  and  a 
Partner,  This  dialogue  was  written 
by  William  Jones,  efq.  now  fir 
William  Jones,  knight,  and  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  fifpreme  court  of 
judicature  a 6  Fort  William  in  Bern 
gal. 

The  Jury* 

John  Nicholls,  of  Chelmarfh,  efq. 

William  Pemberton,  of  Walford, 
efq. 

Charles  W alcott,  of  Bitterley,  efq* 

Francis  Lloyd,  of  Berghill,  efq. 

Thomas  Ottley,  of  Pitch  ford,  efq,*, 

Joffiua  Blakeway,  of  Lythwood, 
efq.  , 

Richard  Jones,  of  Rifton,  efq. 

John  Hill,  of  Prees,  efq. 

Edward  Williams,  of  Norton,  efq. 

Thomas  Kinnerftey,  of  Leigh¬ 
ton,  efq. 

Thomas  Eyton,  of  Wellington, 
efq. 

John  Smitheman,  of  Buildwa®, 
ei'q. 


Counfel  for  the  Crown. 
Mr.  Bearcroft, 

Mr.  Cowper, 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Leycefler*  / 

Mr.  Bovver, 

Mr.  Manley, 

Mr.  Richards. 

Solicitor* 

Mr,  William  Jones,  of  Ruthin. 

Counfel  for  the  Defendant. 

The  bon.  Thomas  Erfkine, 

Mr.  Corbett, 

Theffion.  Thomas  Brodrick, 

Mr.  Abbot, 

Solicitor, 

Mr.  Lewis  Hughes,  ©f  St.  Afaph. 

Extra  Si  of  Mr .  E  r  s  k  I N  F.  *s  Speech. 

Gentlemen  of  the  jury/* 

414  The  only  difficulty  which  I 
feel  in  refilling  fo  fali'e  and  malevo¬ 
lent  an  accufation,  is  to  be  able  to 
reprefs  the  feelings  of  my  mind,  ex¬ 
cited  by  its  folly  and  injuffice, 
within  thofe  bounds,  which  leave  its 
faculties  their  natural  and  uncloud¬ 
ed  operations  ;  for  I  folemhly  declare 
to  you,  that  if  my  client  had  been 
in  dieted  as  a  libeller  of  our  holy 
religion,  only  for  publiffiing.  that 
the  world  was  made  by  its  almighty 
Author,  my  aflonifhment  could  not 
have  been  greater  than  it  is  at  this 
moment,  to  fee  this  little  book, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  prefent- 
cd  by  a  gra'nd  jury  of  Engliffi  iub- 
jefb,  as;  a  libel  upon  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  England.  Every  fentence 
contained  in  it,  it  the  interpreta¬ 
tion  of  words  is  to  be  iettled,  not 
according  to  fancy,  but  by  the  com¬ 
mon  rules  of  language,  ?is  to  be 
found  in  the  brightefl  pages  of  En- 
gliffi  literature,  and  in  ffie  mod  ia- 
cred  volumes  of  Engliffi  laws  :  if 
any  one  fentence,  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  to  the  end  of  it,  be  (editions  or 
libellous,  the  Bill  of  Rights  (to  ufe 
the  language  of  the  advertifement 
prefixed  to  it)  was  a  feditious  libel ; 
the  Revolution  was  a  wicked  rebel¬ 
lion  ;  the  exiting  government  is  a 


‘(*8S) 

traiterous  conspiracy  againft  the  he¬ 
reditary  monarchy  of  England ; 
and  our  gracious  fove  reign,  whole 
title  I  am  perfuaded  we  are  all  Ot  us 
prepared  to  defend  with  our  blood, 
is  an  ufurper  of  the  crowns  of  theie 
kingdoms.*** 

R  Gentlemen,  my  reverend  friend 
{lands  before  you  under  circmn- 
ilaDtces  new  and  extraordinary,  and 
I  might  add  harfh  and  cruel !  for  he 
is  not  tried  in  the  forum  where  fee 
lives,  according  to  the  wile  and  juffc 
ptovi lions  of  our  ancient  laws;  he 
is  not  tried  by  the  vicinage,  who, 
from  their  knowledge  of  general 
character  and  conduct,  were  held 
by  our  wife  and  humane  aneeflocs 
to  be  the  fitted,  cr  rather  the  only 
judges  of  that  mains  animus  which 
is  the  cffence  of  every  crime  ;  he  is 
deprived  of  that  privilege  by  the 
arts  of  the  profecutor,  and  is  called 
before  you,  who  live  in  another 
part  of  the  country,  and  who,  ex¬ 
cept  by  vague  reputation,  are  ut tec 
Grangers  to  him. 

“  But  the  profecitfioo  kfelfi, 
abandoned  by  the  public,  and  left 
in  the  hands  of  an  obfeure  indivi¬ 
dual,  is  not  lefs  extraordinary  and 
uojffil,  imlefs  as  it  is  a  circumfhmce 
vvhich  palpably  refutes  the  truth  of 
the  accufation  ;  for  if  this  little 
book  be  a  libel  at  all,  it  is  a  libel 
upon  the  Rate  and  conilitution  of 
the  nation,  and  not  upon  any  per  for;  - 
under  the  protection  of  its  laws  it 
attacks  the  character  of  no  man  m 
this  or  any  other  country  ;  and 
therefore  no  man  is  individually  or 
perfonally  injured  or  offended  by  iu 
If  it  contain  matter  dangerous  or 
offenfive,  the  date  alone  can  be  en¬ 
dangered  or  offended. 

“  And  are  we  then  reduced  to  that 
miferable  condition  in  this  country, 
that,  if  diicontent  and  {edition  be 
publicly  exciting  amongft  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  charge  of  fuppreffing  it  de¬ 
volves  upon  Mr.  Jones  ?  My  learned 
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friend,  [Mr.  Bearcroft]  if  he  would 
have  you  believe  rhat  this  Dialogue 
is  feditious  and  dangerous,  mu  ft  be 
driven-  to  acknowlege,  that  govern- 
menthas  grofsly  neglected  its  truft; 
for  if,  as  he  fays,  it  has  an  evident 
tendency  in  critical  times  to  ftir  up 
alarming  commotions,  and  to  pro¬ 
cure  a  reform  in  the  reprefentation 
of  the  people  bv  violence  and  force 
of  arms  ;  and  if,  as  he  likevvife  fays, 
a  public  profecution  is  a  proceeding 
calculated  to  prevent  thele  probable 
conlequences,  whatexcufeis  he  pre¬ 
pared  to  make  for  that  government, 
which,  when,  according  to  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  own  witnefs,  an  appli¬ 
cation  was  made  to  it  for  that  ex- 
prefs  purpofe,  pofitively  and  on  de¬ 
liberation  refufed  to  profecute  ? 
What  will  he  fay  for  one  learned 
gentleman  who  dead  is  lamented, 
and  for  another  -j-,  who  living  is  ho¬ 
noured  by  the  whole  profeffion, 
both  of  whom,  on  the  fir  ft  appear¬ 
ance  of  this  Dialogue,  were  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  duty  of  profecuting  all 
offenders  again  ft  the  ftate  ;  yet  who 
not  only  read  it  day  after  day  in 
pamphlets  and  news-papers,  with¬ 
out  ftirring  againft  the  publifhers, 
but  who,  on  receiving  it  from  the 
lords  of  the  treafury  by  official  re¬ 
ference,  oppofed  a  profecution  at 
the  national  expence  ?  What  will 
he  fay  of  thefucceffors  of  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  who  hold  their  offices  at 
this  hour,  and  who  have  ratified 
the  opinions  of  their  predeceffiors  by 
their  own  conduft  ?  And  what, 
laftly,  will  he  fay  in  vindication  of 
majefty  itfelf,  to  my  know  lege  not 
unacquainted  with  the  fubject,  yet 
from  whence  no  orders  i filled  to  the 
inferior  fervants  eft  the  ftate  ? 

44  So  that  after  Mr,  Fitzmaurice, 
reprefenring  this  Dialogue  as  big 
with  ruin  to  the  public,  has  been 


the  treafury ;  by  the  king  himfelf, 
of  whom  he  had  an  audience ;  and 
by  thofe  appointed  by  his  wifdom 
to  conduft  all  profecutions  by  the 
public  ;  yet  you  are  ff ill  called  upon 
to  believe  that  it  is  a  libel  danger¬ 
ous  and  defiruftive  ;  and  that  while 
the  ftate,  neglected  by  thofe  who 
are  charged  with  its  prefervation,  is 
tottering  to  its  centre,  the  falling 
conftitution  of  this  ancient  nation 
is  happily  Supported  by  Mr.  Jones, 
who,  like  another  Atlas,  bears  it 
upon  his  (boulders."*  * 

“  Gentlemen,  I  now  come  to  a 
point  very  material  for  your  con- 
fideration  ;  on  which  even  my  learn¬ 
ed  friend  and  I,  who  are  brought 
here  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  bite 
agreeing  in  every  thing,  can  avow 
no  difference  of  opinion  ;  on  which 
judges  of  old  and  of  modern  times, 
and  lawyers  of  all  interefts  and  par¬ 
ties,  have  ever  agreed  :  namely, 
that  even  if  this  innocent  paper 
were  admitted  to  be  a  libel ,  the  pub¬ 
lication  would  not  be  criminal,  if 
you,  the  jury,  faw  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  it  was  not  publifhed  by  the 
dean  with  a  criminal  intention.  It 
is  true,  that  if  a  paper,  containing 
feditious  and  libellous  matter,  be 
publifhed,  the  publifher  is  prima 
facie  guilty  of  fedition,  the  bad  in¬ 
tention  being  a  legal  inference  from 
the  aft  of  publifhing ;  but  it  is 
equally  true,  that  he  may  rehut  that 
inference,  by  (hewing  that  he  pub- 
liflied  it  innocently. 

44  The  dean  of  Sr.  Afaph  was  one 
of  a  great  many  refpeftable  gen¬ 
tlemen  who,  impreffed  with  the 
dangers  impending  over  the  public 
credit  of  the  nation,  exhaufted  by 
a  long  war,  and  opprefted  with 
grievous  taxes,  formed  themfelves 
into  a  committee,  according  to  the 
example  of  other  counties,  to  pe-* 
tition  the  legillature  to  obferve  great 


laughed  at  by  the  king’s  mmifters  at 


*  Mr.  Wallace,  then  attorney-general, 
f  Mr.  lies,  late  attorney,  then  folicitor -general. 
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caution  in  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money.  This  Dialogue  being 
written  by  fir  William  Jones,  a  near 
relation  of  the  dean  by  marriage, 
was  either  lent,  or  found  its  way  to 
him  in  the  courfe  of  public  circu¬ 
lation.  He  knew  the  charadter  of 
the  author  ;  he  had  no  reaion  to 
i'ufpe  dt  him  of  (edition  or  dil affec¬ 
tion  ;  and  faw  and  believed  it  to  be, 
what  I  at  this  hour  believe,  and 
have  reprefented  it  to  you,  a  plain, 
ealy  manner  of  (hewing  the  people 
the  great  intereft  they  had  in  peti¬ 
tioning  parliament  for  every  thing 
beneficial  to  the  public.  It  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  opinion  of  the  Flint- 
(hire  committee,  and  not  particu¬ 
larly  of  the  dean  as  an  individual, 
that  the  Dialogue  fhould  be  tranflat- 
ed  into  Welfh,  and  publiftied.  It 
was  accordingly  delivered,  at  the 
defire  of  the  committee,  to  a  Mr. 
Jones,  for  the  purpofe  of  tranfla- 
tion.  This  gentleman,  who  will 
be  called  as  a  witnefs,  told  the  dean 
a  few  days  afterwards,  that  there 
were  perfons,  not  indeed  from  their 
real  fentiments,  but  from  fpleen  and 
op-volition,  who  reprefented  it  as 
likely  to  do  mifchief,  from  ignorance 
and  mifconception,  if  tranilated  and 
circulated  in  Wales. 

il  Now,  what  would  have  been 
the  language  of  the  defendant  upon 
this  information,  if  his  purpofe  had 
been  that  which  is  charged  upon 
pirn  by  the  indidlment  ?  He  would 
have  laid,  *  If  what  you  tell  me 
is  well-founded,  haften  the  publi¬ 
cation  ;  my  object  is  (edition;  my 
plan  is,  thar  there  may  be  rebellion 
in  Wales  ;  I  am  fare  I  fiiall  never 
raife  one  here,  by  the  difiemination 
of  fuch  a  pamphlet  in  Englifh  ; 
therefore  let  it  be  inffantly  tranllat- 
ed,  if  the  ignorant  inhabitants  of 
the  mountains  are  likely  to  collect 
from  it  that  it  is  time  to  take  up 
arms.’ 


“  But  Mr.  Jones  will  tell  you, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  infant  he 
fug-gelled  that  fuch  an  idea,  abfurd 
and  unfounded  as  he  felt  it,  had 
prefented  itfelf  from  any  motives  to 
the  mind  of  any  man,  the  dean,  im- 
preffed  as  he  was  with  its  innocence 
and  its  fafety,  inffantly  acquiefce,d* 
and  recalled,  even  on  his  own  au¬ 
thority,  the  intended  publication  by 
the  committee ;  and  it  never  was 
tranilated  into  the  Welfh  tongue  at 
all,  nor  circulated  amongff  that  mul¬ 
titude,  which  Mr.  Bearcroft  is  fo 
delirous  of  keeping  in  darknefs;  as 
if  obedience  to  free  government,  like 
bigotry  to  prieftcraft,  was  to  be  up¬ 
held  by  ignorance  and  delufion. 

u  And  here  the  dean’s  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  Dialogue  would  have 
ended,  if  Mr.  Fitzmaurice,  who 
never  loft  any  occafion  of  defaming 
and  mifreprefenting  him,  had  not 
thought  fit,  near  three  months  after 
the  idea  of  translation  was  aban¬ 
doned,  to  reprobate  and  condemn 
the  dean’s  conduct,  at  the  public 
meetings  of  the  county,  in  the  fe¬ 
vered:  terms,  for  his  former  inten¬ 
tion  of  circulating  the  Dialogue  in 
Welfh,  declaring  that  its  doctrines 
were  feditious,  treafonable,  and  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  principles  of  our  go¬ 
vernment. 

“  It  was  upon  this  occafion  that 
the  dean,  naturally  anxious  to  re-* 
deem  his  character  from  the  unjuft 
afperfions  of  having  intended  to  un¬ 
dermine  the  conflitution  of  his  coun¬ 
try  ;  confcious  that  the  epithets  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  Dialogue  were  falfe  and 
unfounded,  and  thinking  that  the 
production  of  it  would  be  the  moft 
deciffve  refutation  of  the  groundlefs 
calumny  caff  upon  him,  directed  a 
few  Englifh  copies  of  it  to  be  pub- 
lifhed,  in  vindication  of  his  former 
opinions  and  intentions,  prefixing 
an  advenifement  to  it,  which  plainly 
marks  the  fpirit  in  which  he  pub¬ 
lished 
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lifted  it.  For  he  there  complains 
of  the  injurious  mifreprefentations  I 
have  adverted  to,  and  impreffed 
with  the  ft  nee  reft  conviftion  of  the 
innocence,  or  rather  the  merit,  of 
the  Dialogue,  makes  his  appeal  to 
the  friends  of  the  Revolution  in  his 
j  unification.  *** 

44  Gentlemen,  after  the  length  of 
time  which,  very  contrary  to  niv 
inclination,  I  have  detained  you,  I 
am  lure  you  will  be  happy  to  hear 
that  there  is  but  one  other  point  to 
which  my  duty  obliges  me  to  direct 
your  attention. 

“  I  ftould,  perhaps,  have  fa  id 
nothing  more  concerning  that  parti¬ 
cular  province  which  belongs  to 
you  as  a  jury,  upon  this  occalion, 
than  the  little  I  touched  upon  it  at 
the  beginning,  if  my  friend  Mr. 
Bearcroft  had  not  compelled  me  to 
it,  by  drawing  a  line  around  you, 
faying  (I  hope  with  the  fame  effeft 
that  king  Canute  laid  to  the  lea), 
“  Thus  far  flialt  thou  go.”  But 
iince  he  has  thought  proper  to  coop 
you  in,  it  is  my  bufinefs  to  let  you 
out ;  and  to  give  the  greater  weight 
to  what  I  am  about  to  fay  to  you,  I 
have  no  objection  that  every  thing 
which  I  may  utter  {hall  be  confider- 
ed  as  proceeding  from  my  own  pri¬ 
vate  opinions  ;  and  that  not  only 
my  profeffional  c ha-rafter,  but  my 
more  valuable  reputation  as  a  man, 
and  $  member  of  lociety,  may  Hand 
or  fall  by  the  principles  which  I 
lhall  lay  down  for  the  regulation  of 
your  judgments. 

44  This  is  certainly  a  bold  thing 
for  me  to  fay,  lince  what  I  am 
about  to  deliver  may  clalh  in  fome 
degree,  though  certainly  it  will  not 
throughout,  with  the  decilion  of  a 
great  and  reverend  judge  who  has 
adminiftered  the  juftice  of  this  coun¬ 
try  for  above  half  a  century,  with 
fingular  advantage  to  the  public, 
and  diitinguidied -reputation  to  him- 


felf :  but  whofe  extraordinary  fa- 

:  .  y 

culties  and  general  integrity,  which 
I  Ihould  be  loll  to  all  fenfibility  and 
juftice  if  I  did  not  acknowlege  with 
reverence  and  affeftion,  could  not 
protect  him  from  much  obloquy 
when  he  appeared  as  the  fupportef 
of  thofe  doftrines  which  I  am  about 
to  controvert.  I  fhnll  certainly 
never  join  in  the  calumny  that  fob 
lowed  them,  becaufe  1  believe  he 
afted  upon  that,  as  upon  all  othef 
occasions,  with  the  ft  rift  eft  inte* 
grity  ;  an  admiftion  which  it  is  my 
duty  to  make,  which  I  render  with 
great  Iktisfaftion,  and  which  proves 
nothing  more  than  that  the  greateft 
of  men  are  fallible  in  their  judg¬ 
ments,  and  warns  us  to  judge  from 
the  eftences  of  things,  and  not  from 
the  authority  of  names,  however 
importing. 

44  Gentlemen,  the  opinion  I  ab 
lude  to  is,  that  libel  or  not  libel  is 
a  queftion  of  law  for  the  judge, 
your  jurifdiftion  being  confined  to 
the  faft  of  publication.  And  if 
this  was  all  that  was  meant  by  the 
polition  (though  1  could  never  ad¬ 
mit-  it  to  be  confommt  with  reafon 
or  law),  it  would  not  affeft  me  in 
the  prefent  inftance,  hnce  all  that 
it  would  amount  to  would  be,  that 
my  lord,  and  not  you,  would  de¬ 
liver  that  opinion,  which  \fhuld 
guide,  the  prefent  verdift.  But 
what  I  am  afraid  of  upon  this  oc¬ 
casion  is,  that  neither  of  you  are 
to  give  it ;  for  lb  my  friend  has 
exprefly  put  it.  4  My  lord,  fays 
he,  will  probably  not  give  you  his 
opinion  whether  it  be  a  libel  or 
not,  becaufe,  as  he  will  tell  you, 
it  is  a  queftion  open  upon  the  re¬ 
cord  ;  and  that  if  Mr.  Erlkine  thinks 
the  publication  innocent,  he  may 
move  to  arreft  the  judgment. *  Now 
this  is  juft  the  moil  artful  and  the 
moft  mortal  ftab  that  can  be  (riven 
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client.  All  I  wifli  is  his  lordfhip’s  expeCt  you  to  affix  the  epithet  of 
judgment  to  guide  yours  in  de-  guilty  to  the  publication  of  a  thing 
termming  whether  this  pamphlet  be  the  guilt  of  which  you  aie  101  Did, 
or  be  not  a  libel :  becaufe,  know-  and  he  refutes,  to  examine;  rul¬ 


ing  the  fcope  of  his  underjftanding 
and  profeffional  ability,  I  have  a 
moral  certainty  that  his  opinion 
would  be  favourable.  If  therefore 
libel  or  no  libel  be  a  qu  eft  ion  ot 
law,  as  is  afferted  by  Mr.  Bear- 
croft,  1  call  for  his  lordfhip’s  judg¬ 
ment  upon  that  queition,  according 
to  the  regular  courfe  of  all  trials 
where  the  law  and  the  fact  are 
blended;  in  all  which  cafes  the 
notorious  office  of  the  judge  is  to 
indrubi  the  confciences  of  the  jury, 
to  draw  a  correct  legal  conclufion 
from  the  facts  in  evidence  before 
them.  A  jury  are  no  more  bound 
to  return  a  fpecial  verdict  in  caf  es  of 
libel,  than  upon  other  trials  criminal 
and  civil  where  law  is  mixed  with 
faff;  but  are  to  find  generally  upon 
both,  receiving,  as  they  conflantly  do 
receive  in  every  court  at  Weftmin- 
fiter,  the  opinion  of  the  judge  both 
on  the  evidence  and  the  law. 

44  Say  the  contrary  who  will,  I 
afTert  this  to  be  the  genuine,  unre¬ 
pealed  conftitution  of  England  ; 
and  therefore,  if  the  learned  judge 
fhali  tell  you  that  this  pamphlet  is 
in  the  abiirabt  a  libel  ;  though  I 
fhali  not  agree  that  you  are  there¬ 
fore  bound  to  find  the  defendant 
guilty  unlefs  you  think  fo  likewife, 
yet  I  fhall  certainly  think  that  it 
ought  to  have  very  great  weight 
with  you,  and  that  you  fliould  not 
rafhly,  and  without  great  confider- 
ation,  go  againff  it.  But  if  you 
are  only  to  find  the  fact  of  pub- 
lifiiing,  which  is  not  even  difputed, 
and  the  judge  is  to  tell  you,  that 
the  matter  being  on  the  record,  he 
fliall  fhut  himfeif  up  in  filence,  and 
give  no  opinion  at  all  as  to  the  li¬ 
bellous  and  {editions  tendency  of 
the  paper,  and  yet  fliall  neverth clefs 


ferable  indeed  is  the  condition  into 
which  we  are  fallen  !  For  if  yon, 
following  fuch  directions,  bring  in 
a  verdict  of  guilty,  without  finding 
the  publication  a  libel,  or  the pub- 
lifner  leditious,  and  I  afterwards, 
in  mitigation  or  punifhment,  apply 
to  that  humanity  and  mercy  which 
is  never  deaf  when  it  can  be  ad- 
dreffed  coufifient'y  with  the  law, 

I  fliall  be  told,  in  the  language  I 
before  put  in  the  mouths  of  the 
judges,  44  You  are  chopped,  fir, 
by  the  verdibt ;  we  cannot  hear  you 
fay  your  client  was  miftaken,  but 
not  guilty  ;  for,  had  that  been  the 
opinion  of  the  jury,  they  had  a  ju- 
rifdiction  to  acquit  him.” 

44  Such  is  the  way  in  which  the 
liberties  of  Englifhmen  are  by  this 
fiew  doctrine  to  be  fliuffled  about 
from  jury  to  court,  without  having 
any  folid  foundation  to  reft  on .*** 

4  ‘  But  it  feems  your  verdict 
would  be  no  punifhment,  if  judg¬ 
ment  on  it  was  afterwards  arrefted. 

I  am  fure,  if  I  thought  the  dean  fo 
loft  to  fenfibilitv  as  to  feel  it  no  pu¬ 
nifhment,  he  fliould  find  another 
counfel  to  defend  him.  But  I  know 
his  nature  better.  I  know  that, 
confcious  as  he  is  of  his  own  pu¬ 
rity,  he  would  leave  this  court 
hanging  down  his  head  in  forrows 
if  he  was  held  out  by  your  verdidt 
a  {editions  fubjedt,  and  a  difturber 
of  the  peace  of  his  country  ;  and 
that  he  would  feel  an  arreft  of  judg¬ 
ment,  which  would  follow  in  the 
term  upon  his  formal  appearance 
in  court  as  a  crirqmal,  to  be  a  cruel 
infult  upon  his  innocence,  rather 
than  a  triumph  over  the  unjuft 
profecutors  of  his  pretended  guilt. 

44  Let  me  therefore  conclude 
with  reminding  you,,  gentlemen, 

that 
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that  if  you  find  the  defendant 
guilty,  not  believing  that  the  thing 
publiihed  is  a  libel,  ©r  that  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  publiflier  was  fedi- 
tious,  your  verdict  and  your  opi¬ 
nion  will  be  at  variance,  and  it 
will  then  lie  between  God  and  your 
own  confciences  to  reconcile  the 
coritradidtion. 

44  As  the  friend  of  my  client,  and 
the  friend  of  my  country,  I  fhall 
feel  much  forrow,  and  you  your- 
felves  will  probably  hereafter  regret 
it,  when  the  feafon  of  reparation 
is  fled*  But  why  fliould  I  indulge 
fitch  unpleafant  apprehenfions, 
when  in  reality  1  fear  nothing  ?  I 
know  it  is  lmpoffible  for  Englifli 
gentlemen,  fitting  in  the  place  you 
do,  to  pronounce  this  to  be  a  fedi- 
tious  paper  ;  much  lefs,  upon  the 
bare  fadt  or  publication,  explained 
by  the  prefixed  advertifement,  and 
the  defendant’s  general  charadter 
and  deportment,  to  give  credit  to 
that  feditious  purpofe  which  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  convert  the  publication 
even  of  a  libel  itfelf  into  a  crime.” 

JLxtracl  of  the  Charge  to  the  Jury, 

44  Now,  gentlemen,  this  is  the 
whole  ot  the  evidence  that  has  been 
given  on  the  one  lide  and  the  other. 
As  to  the  feveral  vvitnefles  who 
have  been  called  to  give  Mr.  Sn ip- 
ley  the  character  of  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  man,  not  difpoied  to  Air 
lip  fedition,  that  cannot  govern  the 
prefen t  queftion  ;  for  the  queftion 
for  you  to  decide  is,  whether  he  is 
or  is  not  guilty  of  publifhing  this 
pamphlet  ? 

44  You  have  heard  a  great  deal 
faid,  which  reallv  does  not  belong- 
to  the  cafe,  and  a  part  of  it  has 
embarrafled  me  a  good  deal  in  what 
manner  to  treat  it.  I  cannot  fub- 
fcribe  to  a  great  deal  that  I  have 
heard  from  the  defendant’s  counfel ; 
but  I  do  readily  admit  the  truth  of 


that  propofition  which  he  ftatasj 
from  Mr.  Locke,  that  44  wherever 
the  law  ends,  tyranny  begins.”  The 
queftion  then  is,  what  is  the  law  as 
applicable  to  this  buflnefs  ?  and  to 
narrow  it  Aill  more,  what  is  the  law 
in  this  Aage  of  the  buflnefs  ?■— You 
have  been  preiled  very  much  by  the 
counfel,  and  fo  have  I  alio,  to  give 
an  opinion  upon  the  queAion,  whe¬ 
ther  this  pamphlet  is  or  is  not  a 
libel  ?  Gentlemen,  it  is  my  hap- 
pinefs  that  I  find  the  law  fo  well  and 
fo  fully  fettled,  that  it  is  impoffible 
for  any  man  who  means  well  to 
doubt  about  it;  and  the  counfel  for 
the  defendant  was  fo  confcious  what 
the  law  was,  that  he  himfelf  Aated 
what  he  knew  mufi  be  the  anfwer 
which  he  would  receive  from  me, 
that  is,  that  the  matter  appears  upon 
the  record — and  as  fuch,  it  is  not 
for  me,  a  Angle  judge,  fitting  here 
at  Nili  Prius,  to  fay,  whether  it  is 
or  is  not  a  libel.  Thofe  who  adopt 
the  contrary  doch’ine,  forget  a  little 
to  what  lengths  it  would  go  ;  for,  if 
that  were  to  be  allowed,  the  obvious 
confequence  would  be  what  was 
Aated  by  the  counfel  in  reply,  name¬ 
ly,  that  you  deprive  the  fubjedt  of 
that  which  is  one  of  his  dearefl 
birthrights  :  you  deprive  him  of  his 
appeal — you  deprive  him  of  his  writ 
of  error  ;  for  if  I  was  to  give  mi 
opinion  here  that  it  was  not  a  libel, 
and  you  adopted  that,  the  matter  is 
clofed  for  ever.  The  law  adts 
equally  and  juAly,  as  the  pamphlet 
Aates — it  is  equal  between  the  pro- 
fee  u  tor  and  the  defendant;  and 
whatever  appears  upon  the  record  is 
not  for  our  decifion  here,  but  may 
be  the  fubjedt  of  future  confidera- 
tion  in  the  court  out  of  which  the 
record  comes ;  and  afterwards,  if 
either  party  thinks  fit,  they  have  a 
right  to  carry  it  to  the  dernier  re- 
forr,  the  houfe  of  lords.  The  law 
is  the  fame  in  both  criminal  and 
civil  cafes,  and  there  is  not  a 
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gentleman  round  this  table  who 
does  not  know  that  is  the  conftant 
and  uniform  anfwer  which  is  given 
in  fuch  cafes. 

44  You  have  been  add  relied  by  the 
quotation  ot  a  great  many  cafes 
upon  libels.  It  Teems  to  me,  that 
that  queftion  is  fo  well  fettled,  that 
gentlemen  fhould  not  avitate  it 
again ;  or  at  lead,  when  they  do 
agitate  it,  it  fhould  be  done  by  hat¬ 
ing  fairly  and  fully  what  has  palled 
on  all  ftdesx  not  by  hating  a  pailage 
or  two  from  a  particular  cafe  that 
may  be  twilled  to  the  purpofe  that 
they  want  it  to  anfwer.  And  how 
this  doctrine  ever  comes  to  be  now 
ferloully  contended  for,  is  a  matter 
of  fome  ahonifhment  to  me ;  for  [ 
do  not  know  anyone  queftion  in  the 
law  which  is  more  thoroughly  eha- 
biifhed  than  that  is.  I  know  it  is 
not  the  language  of  a  particular  fet 
or  party  of  men,  becaufe  the  very 
Jaft  cale  that  has  ever  arifen  upon  a 
libel  was  conduced  by  a  very  re- 
fpectable  and  a  very''  honourable 
man*,  yho  is  as  warm  a  partifan  as 
the  counfel  for  the  defendant,  and, 

I  believe,  of  what  is  called  the  fame 
party.  But  he  hated  the  cafe  in 
few  words,  which  I  certainly  a- 
dopted  afterwards,  and  which,  I 
believe,  no  man  ever  doubted  about 
the  propriety  of.  That  cafe  arofe 
not  three  weeks  ago  at  Guildhall 
upon  a  queftion  on  a  libel  ;  and  in 
hating  the  plaintiffs  cafe,  he  told 
the  jury  that  there  could  be  but 
three  queftionsr 

64  The  Firft  is,  Whether  thp  de¬ 
fendant  is  guilty  of  publilhing  the 
libel  ? 

44  The  Second,  Whether  the  innm 
endos  or  the  averments  made  upon 
the  record  are  true? 

44  The  Third,  which  Is  a  quehion 
of  law.  Whether  it  is  or  is  not  a 
lib.p]  Therefore,  faid  he,  the  two 
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firft  are  the  only  queftions  you  have 
to  conlider :  and  this,  added  he, 
very  rightly,  is  clear  and  undoubt¬ 
ed  law.  It  has  been  fo  held  for 
considerably  more  than  a  century 
pah.  It  is  admitted  by  the  coun¬ 
fel,  that  upon  great  conlideration, 
it  has  been  fo  held  in  one  of  the 
cafes  he  mentioned,  by  a  noble 
lord  who  has  prelided  for  many 
years,  with  very  drftinguiflied  ho¬ 
nour,  in  the  firft  court  of  criminal 
j u Trice  in  this  country  ;  and  it  Is 
worthy  of  obfefvation,  how  that  cafe 
came  on.  For  twenty-eight  years 
pah  (during  which  time  we  have 
had  a  vail  number  of  profecutions 
in  different  fhapes  for  libels)  the 
uniform  and  invariable  conduct  of 
that  noble  judge  has  been,  to  hate 
the  quell  o.ns  as  I  have  juft  hated 
them  to  you  ;  and  though  the  cafes 
have  been  defended  by  counfel  not 
likely  to  yield  much,  yet  that  point 
was  never  found  fault  with  by  them, 
and  often  as  it  has  been  enforced 
by  the  court,  they  never  have  at¬ 
tempted  yet  by  any  application  to 
fet  it  afide.  At  laft  it  came  on  in 
this  way  •  the  noble  judge  himfelf 
brought  it  on,  by  hating  to  the 
court  what  his  directions  had  al¬ 
ways  been,  with  a  deliue  to  know 
whether,  in  their  opinions,  the  di¬ 
rection  was  right  or  wrong  ?  The 
court  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion 
that  it  was  right,  and  that  the  huy- 
bore  no  queftion  or  dilputc. — It  Is 
admitted  by  the  counfel  likewife, 
that  in  the  time  that  my  lord  chief 
juftice  Lee  prelided  in  the  court  of 
Kingfs-Bench,  the  fame  doctrine 
was  laid  down  as  clear  and  eftablilh- 
ed.  There  was  not  a  founder  law-< 
yer,  or  an  honefier  man,  that  ever, 
fat  on  the  bench  than  he  was.  But 
if  we  trace  the  queftion  further 
back,  it  will  be  found,  that  about 
the  year  1731  (which,  I  luppofe, 
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has  not  efcaped  the  diligence  of  the 
counfel)  another  chief  jnfti-ce  held 
the  fame  dodfrine,  and  in  terms 
which  are  more  obfervabie  than 
thole  in  mod:  of  the  other  cafes, 
hecaufe  they  £hew  pretty  clearly 
when  it  was  that  this  idea  was  firft 
broached. — That  was,  an  informa¬ 
tion  again  d  one  Franklin  (I  think) 
for  publishing  a  libel  called  The 
Crattfman-.— -The  then  chief  judice 
flared  the  three  quedi-ons  to  the 
jury  in  the  fame  wav  I  mentioned, 
lie  faid,  The  fil'd:  is  the  fact  of 
publication  ;  fecondly,  Whether 
the  averments  in  the  inform  at  on 
are  true  or  not ;  and  thirdly,  Whe¬ 
ther  it  is  a  libel.  He  fays,  there 
are  but  two  of  thefe  queftions  for 
your  coniideration  ;  —  the  third  is 
merely  a  quedion  of  law,  with 
which  you,  the  jury,  have  nothing 
to  do,  as  has  now  of  laic  been 
thought  by  feme  people,  who 
ought  to  know  better  ;  but,  lavs 

o  J  % 

he,  we  mud  always  take  care  to  di¬ 
ll  in  gid  ill  between  matters  of  law 
and  matters  of  tacd,  and  they  are 
:fiet  to  be  confounded, 

tl  Withfuch  a  train  of  authorities, 
it  is  really  extraordinary  to  hear 
the  matter  now  infided  on  as  a  quef- 
fion  which  admits  a  doubt  ;  and  if 
we  go  farther  back,  -it  will  be  found 
dill  clearer  :  for  about  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  authorities  will  be 
found  which  go  diredtly  to  the 
point.  In  one  of  them,  which 
arofe  within  a  year  or  two  from  the 
time  of  the  cafe  of  the  Seven  Bi¬ 
ll;  ops  which  the  counfel  alluded  to, 
a  defendant,  in  an  information  for 
a  libel,  which  was  tried  at  bar,  faid 
to  the  court,  u  As  the  information 
dams  this  to  be  n  fcandalous  and 
Seditious  libel,  I  defire  it  may  be 
left  to  the  jury  to  lav  whether  it  is 
a  fcandalous  and  feditious  libel,  or 
not.55,  The  anfwer  then  giyen  by 
the  court  was,  That  is  matter  of 
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la\y  ;  the  jury  are  to  decide  upon 
the  fa£t  ;  and  if  they  find  you 
guilty  of  the  fa£l,  the  court  will 
afterwards  coniider  whether  it  is  or 
is  not  a  libel.5’ — If  one  goes  dill 
farther  back,  we  find  it  fettled  as 
a  principle  which  admits  of  no  dif* 
pure,  and  laid  down  fo  early  as  the 
reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  as  a 
maxim,  that  “  ad  qu  aft  ion  cm  facli 
refpondent  jurat  ores,,  ad  quaftionem 
juris  refpondent judices B5  And  in  the 
cafe  that  the  counfel  has  thought 
lit  to  allude  to,  under  the  name  of 
BufheFs  cafe,  the  fame  maxim  is 
recognized  by  the  court  negatively ? 
viz.  ad  quaff ionem  facli  non  refpon¬ 
dent  judices ,  ad  quajiionem  legis  non 
refpondent  jurat  ores  ;  for,  faid  the 
court  unanimously,  if  it  be  a  Iked 
of  the  jury  what  the  law  is,  they 
cannot  fay  ;  if  it  be  aiked  of  the 
court  what  the  faff  is,  they  cannot 
fay. 

u  Now,fo  if  dands  as  to  legal  hif- 
tory  upon  the  bufinefs.  Suppofia 
there  were  no  authority  at  all,  can 
any  thing  be  a  dronger  proof  of 
the  impropriety  of  what  is  contend¬ 
ed  for  by  the  counfel  for  the  de¬ 
fendant,  than  what  I  have  had  re¬ 
coil  rfe  to  ?  They  have  add  reded 
you — not  as  is  very  ufual  to  nddrefs 
a  jury,  and  which  you  mud  know/ 
yourfelvcs,  if  you  have  often  ferv- 
ed  upon  them  ;  they  have  add  reified 
you  upon  a  quedion  of  law,  on 
which  they  have  quoted  cafes  for  a 
century  back.  Now,  are  you  pof- 
feffed  of  thofe  cafes  in  your  own 
minds  ?  are  you  apprized  of  the 
didi nations  on  which  thofe  determi¬ 
nations  are  founded?  Is  it  not  a 
little  extraordinary  to  require  of  a 
jury,  that  they  fhould  carry  all  the 
legal  determination^  in  their  minds  ? 
If  one  looks  a  little  farther  into  the 
conditution,  it  feems  to  me,  that 
without  recou rfe  to  authorities,  it 
cannot  admit  of  a  doubt..  What  is 
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tlie  mode  of  adminiftering  juft  ice  in 
this  country  ? — The  judges  are  ap^ 
pointed  to  decide  the  law*  the  ju¬ 
ries  to  decide  the  faff.— How  ?— 
Both  under  the  folemn  obligation 
of  an  oath.  The  judges  are  IVorn 
to  adminifter  the  law  faithfully  and 
trulyh  The  jury  are  not  fo  fworn, 
but  to  give  a  true  verdict  according 
to  the  evidence.  Was  it  ever  yet  at¬ 
tempted  to  give  evidence  of  what 
the  law  was  ? — If  it  were  done  in 
one  inftance,  it  mu  ft  hold  in  all.-— 
Suppofe  a  jury  ftiould  fay,  that 
which  is  ftated  upon  a  record  is 
high  treafon  or  murder  ;  if  the  facts 
charged  upon  the  record  are  not  fo, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  look 
into  the  record,  and  they  are  bound 
by  their  oaths  to  difeharge  the  de¬ 
fendant.  The  eonfcquence  if  it 
were  not  fo,  would  be,  that  a  man 
would  be  liable  to  be  hanged,  who 
had  offended  againft  no  law  at  all. 
It  is  Tpon  the  faffs,  as  found  by 
the  jury,  that  the  court  are  to  fay 
whether  it  is  any  offence  or  not. 
It  would  undoubtedly  hold  in  civil 
cafes  as  well  as  criminal  j  and  as 
the  counfel  for  the  profecution  has 
faid  in  reply,  by  the  fame  reafon 
in  the  cafe  of  an  ejeffment,  you 
'might  decide  contrary  to  the  law. 
But  was  it  ever  fuppofed,  that  a 
jury  was  competent  to  fay  what  is 
the  operation  of  a  fine,  or  a  reco¬ 
very,  or  a  warranty,  which  are 
mere  queftions  of  law  ?  — 

Then  the  counfel  fays,  it  is  a 
very  extraordinary  thing,  if  you 
have  nothing  elfe  to  decide  but  the 
faff  of  the  publication  ;  becaufe 
then  the  jury  are  to  do  nothing  but 
to  decide  that  which  was  never  dif- 
puted. — Now,  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  art  in  that  argument,  and  it  was 
very  ingenioufly  put  by  the  coun¬ 
fel  ;  but  there  is  a  fallacy  in  the 
argument,  which  arifes  from  not 
confidermg  how  the  matter  ftands 
here.  It  is  not  true,  that  the  De- 
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fendaht,  by  the  ifllie,  admits  that  lie 
ever  publifhed  it. — -No  ;  upon  the 
record  he  denies  it ;  but  when  he 
comes  here,  he  thirlks  fit  to  admit 
it.  That  does  not  alter  the  mode 
of  trial. 

Then  it  is  aflerted,  that  if  yoii 
go  upon  the  publication  only,  that 
the  defendant  would  be  found 
guilty,  though  he  is  inrtoceiit.  But 
that  is  by  no  means  the  cafe  ;  and 
it  is  only  neceflary  to  fee  how  many 
guards  the  law  has  made,  to  fheUr 
how  erroneous  that  argument  is.— - 
If  the  faff  were,  that  the  defend- 
ant  never  denied  the  publication, 
but  meant  to  admit  it,  and  infift 
that  it  was  not  a  libel,  he  had  an¬ 
other  way  in  which  he  ftiould  have 
done  it  (a  way  univerfally  known 
to  the  profdfion) — for  he  ought  to 
have  demurred  to  the  indiffment  % 
by  which  in  fubftance  he  would 
have  faid  — I  admit  the  faff  of  pub- 
liftiing  it,  but  deny  that  it  is  any 
offence. — But  he  is  not  precluded 
even  now,  from  faying  it  is  not  a 
libel ;  for  if  the  faff  be  found  by 
you,  that  he  did  publifh  the  pamph* 
let,  and  upon  future  confideration. 
the  court  of  King’s  Bench  (hall  be 
of  opinion  that  it  is  not  a  libel,  he 
muff  then  be  acquitted.— As  to  his 
coming  here,  it  is  his  own  choice* 
But,  fay  the  counfel  farther,  it 
is  clear  in  point  of  law,  that  in  a  cri* 
minal  cafe  the  defendant  cannot 
plead  fpecially  ;  therefore  he  might 
give  any  thing  in  evidence  that 
would  be  a  juftification  if  he  could 
plead  fpecially, — I  admit  it  : — but 
what  does  that  amount  fo  ?  you 
mull  plead  matter  of  faff :  you 
cannot  plead  matter  of  latv  ;  the 
plea  is  bad  if  you  do.  Then  ad¬ 
mitting  that  he  could  give  that  in 
evidence  upon  Not  Guilty,  which 
Would  in  point  of  law,  if  pleaded* 
amount  to  an  excufe  or  a  defence, 
the  queftion  ftill  is,  what  are  the 
faffs  on  which  the  defence  is  found" 
(N)  ad? 
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ed  ?  That  brings  the  cafe  to  the 
quefiion  of  publication  ;  for  the 
innuendos  are  no  more  than  this  : 
firfi,  the  indictment  fays,  that  by 
the  letter  G.  is  mearit  Gentleman, 
and  by  the  letter  F,  is  meant  Far¬ 
mer.  Now  the  title  of  this  pamph¬ 
let  is,  “  The  Principles  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  in  a  Dialogue  between  a 
Gentleman  and  a  Farmer.” — The 
innuendo  is  not  upon  initials  or  let¬ 
ters  that  may  be  doubtful,  but  whe¬ 
ther  the  king  written  at  length 
means  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  whether  the  parliament  means 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain. 
Thefe  are  points  I  don’t  know  how 
to  date  a  quedion  upon  ;  and  if 
you  are  fatisfied  as  to  the  innuendos, 
the  only  remaining  quedion  of  taCt 
is  as  to  the  publication. 

Whether  Mr.  Jones’s  evidence 
will  or  will  not  operate  in  mitiga¬ 
tion  of  punifliment,  is  not  a  quef- 
tion  for  me  to  give  an  opinion  up¬ 
on,  becaufe  it  is  not  for  me  to  in¬ 
flict  the  punifhment  if  the  defend¬ 
ant  is  found  guilty.  But  upon  his 
evidence  it  hands  thus :  the  dean 
had  thoughts  of  printingthe  pamph¬ 
let  in  Welfli,  but  upon  what  was 
faid  to  him  by  Mr.  Jones  and  other 
gentlemen,  he  declined  it.  But  he 
afterwards  publifhed  it  in  Englifh  : 
for  this  converfation  is  fworn  by 
Jones  to  be  on  the  7th  of  January, 
and  not  till  the  24th  of  January 
does  he  fend  this  letter  to  Evans 
with  the  pamphlet,  dedring  that  it 
might  be  publifhed  ;  therefore  there 
5s  no  contradiction  as  to  the  publi¬ 
cation  ;  and  if  you  are  fatisfied  of 
this  in  point  of  fuCt,  it  is  my  duty 
to  tell  you  in  point  of  law,  you 
are  bound  to  find  the  defendant 
guilty. —I  wifli  to  be  explicit  in 
what  I  fay  to  you,  becaufe  if  I  err 
in  any  refped,  it  is  open  to  the 
defendant  to  have  it  corrected.  As 
far  as  it  is  neceffary  to  give  any 
opinion  in  point  of  law  upon  the 
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fubject  of  the  trial,  I  readily  do  it  1 
beyond  that  I  don’t  mean  to  fay  a 
word,  becaufe  it  is  not  neceffary 
nor  proper  here.  In  a  future  fiage 
of  the  bufinefs,  if  the  defendant  is 
fou^d  guilty,  he  will  have  a  right 
to  demand  my  opinion  ;  and  if  ever 
that  happens,  it  is  my  duty  to  give 
it,  and  then  I  will  :  but  ’till  that 
happens,  I  do  not  think  it  proper, 
or  by  any  means  incumbent  upon 
one  who  fits  where  I  do,  to  go  out 
of  the  cafe  to  give  an  opinion  upon 
a  fubjeCt  which  the  prefent  fiage  of 
the  cafe  does  not  require.  There¬ 
fore  I  can  only  fay,  that  if  you  are 
fatisfied  that  the  defendant  did  pub- 
lifh  this  pamphlet,  and  are  fatisfied 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  innuendos  in 
point  of  law,  you  ought  to  find 
him  guilty.  If  you  are  not  fatif- 
fied  of  that,  you  will  acquit  him. 

The  [Jury  withdrew  to  conjider  of 
their  VerdiSl.  When  they  returned 
again  into  Court ,  the  Foreman  faid, 
they  found  the  Defendant  Guilty  of 
Publi fifing  only. 

Mr.  Jufiice  Bullet*.  That  ver¬ 
dict  is  not  quite  corredf.— You,  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  jury,  muft  explain  one 
way  or  the  other,  whether  you  find 
the  meaning  of  the  innuendos.  The 
indidhnent  has  fiated  that  G.  means 
Gentleman,  F.  Farmer, — The  King, 
the  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Parliament,  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain.- — Do  you  find  him  guilty  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  Yes,  we  find 
him  guilty  of  that. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  They  find  the  de¬ 
fendant  guilty  of  publifhing  only . 

One  of  the  fury.  We  don’t  fay 
any  thing  to  judge  of  the  libel,  we 
only  find  him  guilty  of  publifhing. 

•  Mr.  Erfkine.  I  beg  your  lord- 
fill  p’s  pardon,  I  am  fure  I  mean  no¬ 
thing  that  is  irregular :  I  under¬ 
hand  the  jury  faid,  they  only  found 
that  the  dean  publifhed  it. 

One  of  the  jury.  Yes. 

Mr. 
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Mp.  Erfkine.  They  only  find  t  hat 
the  dean  pubiifhed  this  pamphlet. 

Mr.  Erode  rich.  They  have  not 
found  that  it  is  a  libel  of,  and  con¬ 
cerning  the  king-  and  his  govern- 
uient. 

.  Mr.  Tuftice  Bullet*.  I  afked  them 
whether  they  were  fatisfied  that 
the  King-  meant  the  King-  of  Great 
Britain,  whether  the  letter  G.  meant 
Gentleman,  and  the  letter  F.  meant 
Farmer';  they  fay  they  are  fatisfied, 
— -Is  there  anv  other  innuendo  in  the 

J 

indictment  ? 

Mr.  Erikine.  When  the  jury 
came  in,  they  gave  the  very  verdiCt 
that  was  given  in  the  cafe  of  the 
King  again  ft  Woodfall  ;  they  faid 
guilty  of  publifhing  only.— •Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  jury,  do  you  mean  that 
the  word  only  dial!  Hand  part  of 
your  verdidt  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  Certainly. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Gentlemen, 
if  you  add  the  word  only,  it  will  be 
negativing,  or  at  leaft  not  finding 
the  truth  of  the  innuendos ;  that  I 
underftood  you  did  not  mean  to  do, 

Mr.  Erfkine,  That  has  the  effcCt 
of  a  general  verdict  of  guilty  .-—I 
defire  your  lordfhip,  fitting  here  as 
judge,  to  record  the  verdiCt  as  given 
by  the  jury  ;  if  the  jury  depart 
from  the  word  only ,  they  alter  their 
verdiCt. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  I  will  take 
their  verdiCt  as  they  mean  to  give 
it  ;  it  flia.ll  not  be  altered. — Gen¬ 
tlemen,  do  you  mean  to  find  him 
guilty  of  publifhing  the  libel  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  Of  publifhing 
the  pamphlet ;  we  donft  decide  up¬ 
on  its  being  a  libel  or  not. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  And  that  the 
meaning  of  the  innuendos-  is  as  ftated 
in  the  indictment  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  Yes,  cer¬ 
tainly. 

Mr,  Erfkine.  Would  you  have 
the  word  only  recorded  ? 

One  of  the  Jury,  Yes, 


Mr.  Erikine.  Then  I  infill;  that 
it  fhall  be  recorded. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Mr.  Erfkine* 
fit  down,  or  I  fhall  be  obliged  to 
interpofe  in  fome  other  way, 

Mr,  Erfkine.  Your  lordfhip  may 
interpofe  in  what  manner  you  think 
fit. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Gentlemen* 
if  you  fay  guilty  of  publishing-  only* 
the  confequence  is,  that  you  nega» 
tive  the  meaning  of  the  particular 
words  I  have  mentioned — -’that  is 
the  operation  of  the  word  only.  In 
effeCt,  you  would  give  a  verdiCt  in 
words  contrary  to  what  you  mean. 

One  of  the  Jury.  How  will  it 
operate  ? 

Mr,  juftice  Buller.  If  you  fay 
nothing  more  but  find  him  guilty 
of  publifhing,  the  queftion  of  law 
is  open  upon  the  record,  gnd  they 
have  a  right  to  apply  firft  to  the 
court  of  King's-Bench  to  arreft  the 
judgment ;  and  if  they  are  not  fa¬ 
tisfied  with  the  opinion  of  that 
court,  either  party  has  a  right  to 
go  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  you 
find  nothing  more  by  that  verdiCt 
but  the  fimple  faCt ;  but  if  you  find 
him  guilty  of  publifhing  only,  that 
verdiCt  will  not  include  the  innu¬ 
endos  on  the  record. 

One  of  the  Jury.  That  is  ad¬ 
mitted. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  I  defire  to  afk  your 
lordfhip  this  queftion  in  the  hearing1 
of  the  jury,  Whether  if'  they  find 
the  verdiCt — Guilty  of  publifhing, 
leaving  out  the  word  only,  and  on 
my  application  to  arreft  the  judg¬ 
ment,  the  judgment  fhall  not  be 
arrefted,  but  entered  up  in  the 
King’s  Bench  ;  whether  the  [edition 
does  not  ftand  recorded  ? 

Mr.  juftice  Buller.  No,  it  does 
not,  unlef’s  the  pamphlet  be  a  libel 
in  point  of  laW. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  True.  But  can  I 
fay  that  the  defendant  did  not  pub- 
lifh  it  fedi  foully,  if  judgment  is 
(N  2)  '  not 
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not  anefted,  but  is  entered  in  the 
record  ? 

Mr.  Juftice  Bufler.  Gentlemen, 
this  is  my  fatisfatlion.  jf  in  what 
I  am  faying  to  you  I  am  wrong  in 
any  infiance,  they  have  a  right  to 
have  a  new  trial  diredtly  for  aiking. 
Hut  I  rnufi.  tell  you  the  law  is  this  : 
if  you  find  the  defendant  guilty  of 
pub  ithing,  without  faying  any 
more,  the  queftion  of  libel  or  not 
is  open  to  the  confideration  of  the 
court,-  but  if  you  fay  he  is  guilty 
of  publifhing  only,  it  is  an  incom¬ 
plete  verdict. 

One  of  the  Jury.  We  certainly 
mean  to  leave  the  queftion  of  libel 
or  not  to  the  confideration  of  the 
court. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  Do  you  find  the 
fedition  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  We  give  no 
verdict  upon  it. 

Mr.  Juttice  Buller.  When  you 
underftand  your  verdidt  yourfelves, 
I  will  take  it  in  the  manner  you 
ftate  it.  If  you  fay  guilty  of  pub¬ 
lifhing  only,  there  muff  be  another 
trial,  becaule  the  verdidt  will  be 
imperfedt. 

One  of  the  Jury.  No,  we  did 
not  fay  that  ;  we  put  the  word  only 
firft — Guilty  only  of  publifhing. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  I  defire,  with  great 
fubmiffion,  the  jury  having  faid 
Guilty  only  of  publifhing,  that  it 
may  be  fo  recorded. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Whether 
you  fay  guilty  only  of  publifhing, 
or  guilty  of  publifhing  only,  that 
amounts  to  the  fame  thins: .  You 
may  fay  this,  ‘‘  Guilty  of  publifh- 
ing ;  but  whether  it  is  a  libel  or 
not  you  don’t  know,”  if  that  is 
your  intention. 

One  of  the  Jury.  That  is  our  in¬ 
tention. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Do  you  give 
your  verdidt  in  this  way,  u  Guilty 


of  publifh'ng,  but  whether  it  is  a 
libel  or  not,  the  jury  don’t  know  r” 

One  of  the  Jury.  We  don’t  find 
it  a  libel,  my  lord  ;  we  do  not  de¬ 
cide  upon  it. 

Mr.  Erfkine.  They  find  it  no 
libel. 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller,  See  what  is 
attempted  to  be  done. 

Mr.  Erfkine,  There  is  no  impro¬ 
per  attempt  upon  my  part.  I  afk 
this  of  your  lordfhip,  and  defire  an 
anlwer,  as  a  judge,  whether  or  no, 
if,  when  I  come  to  move  in  arreft 
of  judgment,  and  the  court  fhould 
enter  up  judgment,  faying,  that  it 
is  a  libel,  whether  I  can  afterwards 
fay,  in  mitigation  of  punifhment, 
that  the  defendant  did  not  publilh 
it  feditiouflv,  when  he  is  found 
guilty  of  publifhing  it  in  manner 
and  form  as  dated  ?  Therefore  the 
jury  are  made  to  find  a  man  guilty 
of  fedition,  when  in  the  fame  mo¬ 
ment  they  fay  they  did  not  mean 
fo  to  do.  Gentlemen,  do  you  find 
the  dean  guilty  of  fedition  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  We  neither 
find  the  one  nor  the  other. 

Mr.  Price  (Afibciate).  Do  you 
fay  u  Guilty  of  pubiifh  ng,  but 
whether  a  libel  or  not  you  do  not 
find  ?” 

Mr.  Juftice  Buller.  Is  that  your 

meaning:  ? 

o 

One  of  the  Jury.  It  is  our  mean¬ 
ing. 

Mr.  Bearcroft.  All  you  mean  is 
to  leave  the  law  where  it  is  ? 

One  of  the  Jury.  That  is  all  our 
meaning. 

Mr.  luftice  Buller.  The  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  jury  was  from  the  fir  ft 
as  clear  as  it  could  be,  only  they 
wanted  to  confound  it. 

The  aJJ'ociatc  recorded  the  <verdlB, 

“  Guilty  of  publishing,  but 

WHETHER  A  LIBEL  OR  NOT 

THE  JURY  DO  NOT  FIND.” 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament  for 

the  Year  i  784. 
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N  A  V  Y. 

June  i,  1784* 

‘HAT  26  ;ooo  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
fervice,  for  the  year  1784,  including 

4,495  marines. 

2.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  man  per 
month,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  26,000 
men,  for  thirteen  months,  including  ordnance  for  fea 

fervice  —  — ~~  ~ 

June  2i,  *784. 

1.  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half-pay 
to  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1784 

2.  Towards  the  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs 
of  flii ps  of  war  in  his  majefty’s  yards,  and  other  ex¬ 
tra  works  over  and  above  what  are  proposed  to  be 
done  upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for 
the  year  1784 


£• 

1,352,000 


s. 

o 


d. 

Q 


701,869  O  6 


J,  100,000  o  o 


3,153,869  o  6 
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June  15,  2784. 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  2,030 
invalids,  amounting  to  17,483  effective  men,  com* 
million  and  non-com miifioned  officers  included,  be 

employed  for  the  year  1784. 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  17,483  effective 
men,  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  otherhis  majelly  s 
land  forces  in  Great  Britain,  Guernley,  Jerfey, 

3.  For  maintaining  his  majefty’s  forces  and  garri-\ 

fons  in  the  plantations,  and  thofe  in  garrifon  at  Gib¬ 
raltar  — -  - 

4.  For  the  pay  ncceffary  to  be  advanced  to  one  le- 

glment  of  light  dragoons,  and  five  battalions  of  foot, 
Jcr  fervice  in  Eaft  India,  for  the  year  1784  —* 

5.  For  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  {faff-offi¬ 
cers  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1784 

(N3) 
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6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  Hanoverian  bat¬ 

talions  of  foot  in  Great  Britain,  for  183  days,  from 
the  25th  day  of  June  1783,  to  the  24th  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1784  - — -  - - 

7.  For  the  amount  of  exchequer  fees,  to  be  paid  by 

the  paymaller-general,  and  on  account  for  poundage 
to  be  returned  to  the  infantry  of  his  majedy’s  forces, 
for  the  year  1784  — —  — — 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  in  and  out-pen- 

lioners  of  Chelfea  hofpital,  and  of  the  expences  of 
^he  faid  hofpital,  for  the  year  1784  - - - 

June  28,  1784. 

1.  Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences 

of  his  majeOy’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices,  in¬ 
curred  from  the  ifl  day  of  February  1  783,  to  the  24th 
of  December  following,  both  days  inclulive,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament  — 

2.  Upon  account  of  the  reduced  officers  ot  his  ma* 
jelly’s  land  forces  and  marines,  lor  the  year  *784 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  allowances  to  the 

feveral  officers  and  private  gentlemen  of  the  two 
troops  of  horfe-guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperarinu- 
ated  gentlemen  of  the  four  troops  of  horfeguards,  for 
the  year  1784  —  — —  - 

4.  Upon  further  account  of  the  reduced  officers  of 

his  maiefly’s  land  forces,  for  the  year  1784  — 

Upon  account  of  the  commiffioned  officers  of  his 
majefly’s  Britilh  American  forces,  for  the  year  1784 

6.  Unon  account  of  feveral  officers  late  in  the  fer- 

A 

vice  of  the  States  General,  for  the  year  1784  — 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  penlions  to  be  paid 

to  the  widows  of  commilfioned  officers,  and  expences 
attending  the  fame,  for  the  year  1784  — — 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  penlions  to  be  paid 
to  the  widows  of  commiffioned  officers  of  his  majef- 
ty’s  Britilh  American  forces,  for  the  year  1784 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 
foot,  fent  from  Ireland  to  Gibraltar  during  the  year 

,783  *—  - - ;  .  .  - 

to.  For  defraying  the  charge  or  additional  to  three 
regiments  of  foot,  for  the  year  1783  - 

it.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  feveral  corps  to 
the  refpedtive  times  of  their  being  dilbanded,  during 
the  year  1783  - -  - - 

12.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  five  battalions  of 
his  majefty’s  Hanoverian  infantry  in  the  pay  of  Great 


9»37*  1 7  9 


67,55!  14  1 


I73>001  J5  5f 


2,360,992  o  9 
75,116  18  6 


563  12  10 
130,3°°  0  0 

54,653  10  6 
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686  o  o 

4,246  II  Q 

10,524  17  4 

9,821  15  6 


Britain,  from  the 


25  th 


of  December  1783,  to  the 


24th  of  June  1784,  both  days,  inclufive,  being  183 
day® 
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1  %  For  defraying  the  charge  of  general  and  daft- 
officers  of  the  hoffdtal  ferving  with  the  forces  in 
North  America  and  the  Weil  Indies,  lor  the  year 

1784  — — - 

June  29,  1784. 

i*  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  fubfidies  due 
to  the  landgrave  of  HeffeCaiTel,  the  hereditary  prince 
of  Heffe  Cafiel,  the  reigning  prince  or  Waldeck,  the 
margrave  of  Brandebourg  Anipach,  the  reigning 
prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  and  the  reigning  duke  of 
Branfwick,  p.irfuant  to  treaties  for  the  year  1784 

2.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  or  0,4^3  men, 
being  a  detachment  of  the  troops  of  the  landgrave  of 
Heile  C  adel,  ineluding  daft-officers  in  the  pay  of 
Great  Britain,  from  the  28th  of  May,  1784,  to  the 
24th  of  December  following,  both  days  inclutive 

3.  To  make  good  a  deficiency  on  the  iubiiuy  due  to 
the  reigning  duke  of  Brunfwick,  for  the  year  1783 

August  7,  1  ”84. 

For  defraying  the  charge  of  three  regiments  of 
foot,  from  the  25th  of  June  1784?  to  the  24th  or 
December  following,  both  aays  inclufive,  being  183 


jT*  s.  J. 
6,291  7  o 


120,369  li  7 

60,033  8  4^ 

2,366  13  o 


33,626  4  11 


4,080,220  13  9! 


O  R  BN  AN  C  E. 

June  14,  1784. 

1 .  For  defraying  the  expence  of  ferviees  performed 
by  the  office  oi  ordnance  for  land  lei  vice,  and  not 

provided  for  by  parliament  in  the  year  1783  —  181,141  6  4 

2.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  the 

land  fervice,  for  the  year  1784  —  429,008  2 _ 7 

610,149  8  11 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 

June  3,  1784.  > 

1.  For  difcharging  exchequer  bills,  made  out  by 
virtue  of  an  adt  palled  in  the  lad  felfion  of  parliament,  f 
entitled,  “  An  adt  for  railing  a  certain  fum  of  money 

by  loans  or  exchequer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
a  year  1783,”  and  charged  upon  the  fird  aids  to  be 
granted  in  this  fcffion  of  parliament  - — -  1,000, 000  o  © 

2.  For  paying  oft  and  difcharging  the  exchequer 
bills,  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  adt  paded  in  the  lad 
felfion  of  parliament,  entitled,  “  An  adt  for  railing 

a  further  fum  of  money  by  loans  or  exchequei 

bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1783,”  and 

(N  4) 
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charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feffion  £.  s,  d. 
of  parliament  — — -  1,169,400.0  o 

June  14,  1784. 

j .  To  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company  of 
ynerchants  of  England  trading  into  the  Levant  feas,  to 
be  applied  in  affifting  the  faid  company  in  carrying  on 

their  trade  - -  — - -  4,000  o  Q 

2.  towards  enabling  the  truftees  of  the  Britifh 
Mufeum  to  carry  on  the  execution  of  the  trufts  re- 


pofed  in  them  by  parliament  - - 

June  h,  1784? 

Upon  account  of  the  ex pences  of  the  new  roads  of 
communication,  aed  building  bridges  in  the  High¬ 
lands  of  North  Britain,  in  the  year  1784  «-~ 

JjJLY  20,  1  7^4. 

To  make  cptppenfatiop  to  the  rev.  Thomas  Weekes 
Ualby,  the  reprefentative  of  Charles  Weekes,  de* 
ceafed,  for  tbfe  lofs  fu itajned Jey  the  detainer  of  the 
fhip  Hope  belonging  to  the  faid  Charles  Weekes,  on 
account  of  his  majefty’s  vidUialling  office,  in  the 

years  1743  and  1744.  — - -  — — - 

July  26,  1784. 

To  difeharge  the  debt  gontradled  on  his  majefty’s 
fpiyil  lift,  and  to  defray  the  further  expences  thereof 

August  5,  1784, 

For  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
eftabbfhments,  and  other  incidental  expences  attend¬ 
ing  r1--’-  fame,  in  America. 

i»  x,  ;  majefty’s  colony  of  Nova  Scotia  — — 

2.  His  imjefty’s  ifland  of  St.  John  ?  • — — • 

3.  His  majefty’s  province  of  Eaft  Florida  ■■■■— 

4.  His  majefty's  province  of  New  Brunfwjck 

5.  His  majefty’s  ifland  of  Cape  Breton  — — — 

o.  For  the  relief  and  benefit  of  fundry  American 

pvil  officers,  and  others,  who  have  fufFered  on  account 
pf  their  attachment  to  his  majefty’s  government  — 

7»  To  difeharge  bills,  drawn  on  the  commiffioners 
pf  the  treafury  by  John  Parr,  efq.  governor  of  Np- 
ya  Scotia,  and  other  fervices  - 

8.  Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet- 

|ipufe,  for  the  year  1784  - -  '  - - 

9.  To  be  paid  to  Jofeph  White,  efq.  for  the  ex¬ 

pences  attending  the  bill  for  inflicting  pains  and  per 
realties  on  fir  Thomas  Rumbold,  bgronet,  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  parliament  -  - - 

10.  To  George  White,  efq.  clerk  to  the  commitr 

tees  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  war  ip 
the  Carnatic,  in  the  years  1781  and  1782  — 

11.  To  William  Evatt,  clerk  to  the  feleH  comr 
miltees  appointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  fta^ 
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of  the  adminiftration  of  juflice  in  the  provinces  of 
Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Oriffa,  in  the  four  ia.ll  feffions  of 
parliament  -  - - - 

12,  To  Mr,  White,  junior,  clerk  to  the  feled  com¬ 
mittees,  to  whom  “  The  reports  of  the  court  of  di- 
64  redtors  of  the  united  company  of  the  merchants 

trading  to  the  halt  indies”  were  referred  during  the 
lafi  and  this  prefent  feffion  or  parliament  - 

13.  To  Mr.  Arthur  Benfon,  chrk  to  the  commit¬ 

tee  appointed,  in  the  lad  feffion  of  parliament,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  illicit  practices  uled  in  defrauding  the 
revenue  pf  this  kingdom  — — *  — 

August  7,  1  7B4, 

1.  To  make  compenlation^to  the  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine,  take,  and  date  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  kingdom,  for  their  diligence,  &c. 

2,  To  make  good  the  like  fum  which  has  been  paid 

to  the  fecretarjes  of  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  public  accounts,  &c.  and  to  the  commiffion¬ 
ers  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  Ioffes  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  loyaiifts,  and  which  has  not  been  made  good  by 
parliament  -  — —  — • 

3,  To  make  good  the  fum  which  has  been  iffhed  by 

his  majefty’s  orders,  in  purfuance  of  the  addreffes  of 
this  houfe  — —  - — —  —  1 

4.  For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  fupporting,  the 
Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  coaft  ol  Africa 

3.  To  replace  the  fum  iffued  by  his  majefty’s  order, 
to  Duncan  Campbell,  efq.  for  the  expence  of  confin¬ 
ing,  maintaining  and  employing  convicts  on  the 
River  Thames  - — •  _ — 

6.  To  perfed  the  purchafe  of  the  foil  of  the  Ba¬ 

hama  iflands,  and  to  fupport  the  civil  efhtblifhment  of 
the  faid  iflands,  in  addition  to  the  falaries  now  paid 
out  of  the  drdty  fund,  to  the  public  officers  •— 

7,  For  the  falary  propofed  to  be  allowed  to  the 
chief  juflice  of  the  Bermuda  or  Somers  iflands,  from 
the  24th  of  June  1784,  to  the  24th  of  June  1785 
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DEFICIENCIES. 

June  15,  1784. 

1.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1758,  to  replace  to  the  linking 

fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame  - — — >  23,556  2  7 

2.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1  778,  to  replace  to  the  finking 

f  und  the  dike  furu  paid  out  of  the  fame  — >  168,090  2  of 

3*  To 
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3.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1779,  to  replace  to  the  finking 

fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  feme  —  — 

4.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  gran’s  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1780,  to  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  lame  — - 

5.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1782,  to  replace  to  the  finking 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame  —  — • 

6.  I'o  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1783,  to  replace  to  the  linking- 
fund  the  like  fum  paid  out  of  the  fame  —  — 

7.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for  the 

fervice  of  the  year  1783  — —  - - 


>£*  d 
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To  make  good  deficiencies  in  the  malt  tax  and 
land  tax  — -  — —  — — — 


706,166  o  o 


Total  of  fupplies 


1,676,708  15  o 
11,988,174  9  4f 


W  ays  and  Means  for  raljing  the  Supplies  granted  to  his  Majejly  for  the 

Tear  1784. 

November  24,  1783. 

That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry, 

De  further  continued  for  one  year  —  — -  7  50,000  o  © 

December  10,  1783* 

That  the  fum  of  four  (hillings  in  the  pound  be 
railed,  within  the  fpace  of  one  year,  upon  lands,  tene¬ 
ments,  hereditaments,  penfions,  offices,  and  perfonal 
eftates,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England, 

Wales,  and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
that  a  proportionable  cefs  be  laid  upon  that  part  of 
(Meat  Britain  called  Scotland  — — *  - -  2,000,000  o  o 

July  i,  1784, 

1.  That  the  fum  of  6,o~o,oool.  be  raifed  by  annu¬ 
ities,  and  the  further  fum  of  360,0001.  by  a  lottery  in 
manner  following — 

That  every  contributor  fball,  for  every  hundred 
pounds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  the  principal  fum  of 
tool,  in  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent,  to 
50I  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent,  and  to  an  annuity  of 
five  (hillings  and  fix  pence  for  the  term  of  (event)  -five 
years  and  fix  months. 

That  every  contributor  (hall,  for  every  1000I.  be 
entitled  to  fix  tickets  in  a  lottery  to  confift  of  36,000 
tickets,  upon  the  payment  of  the  fum  of  loi.  per 
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ticket.  The  Paid  360,0001,  to  be  difttibuted  into 
prizes  for  the  lottery. 

That  the  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  3I.  per  cent  be 
made  one  joint  (lock  with  the  3I.  per  cent,  annuities  con- 
f&lidated;  the  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  4I.  per  cent, 
one  joint  flock  with  the  4I.  per  cent,  annuities  contoli- 
dated ;  and  the  annuities  of  five  {hillings  and  fix 
pence,  one  joint  flock  with  annuities  granted  for  the 
feveral  terms  of  99,  98,  80,  78,  and  77  years,  confoli-  £. 
dated  - —  - -  - 


(*°3) 
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2.  That  out  of  the  favings  of  the  feveral  army  fcr- 
vices,  be  applied,  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  ot  his  majefly’s  land  forces,  and  other  fer- 
vices  incurred  between  the  ill  of  February,  *781,  and 
the  24th  of  December  following,  and  not  provided  for 
by  parliament,  the  fum  of  — — - - 

August  2,  1784. 

1.  That  there  be  railed  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 

to  be  charged  upon  the  firfl  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 
next  feffion  of  parliament,  the  fum  of  — 

2.  That  there  be  raifed  by  loans  or  exchequer  bills, 

to  be  charged  upon  the  firfl  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 
next  feffion.  of  parliament,  the  fum  of  — 

August  7,  1784, 

1.  That  there  be  ifiue.d  and  applied,  out  of  the 

overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues  compoliug  the 
finking  fund,  the  fum  of  ^  — 7-  _  — ~ 

2.  That  there  be  applied,  remaining  in  the  receipt 

of  the  exchequer,  for  the  difpofition  of  parliament, 
the  fum  of  ~ — — 


6,360,000  o 


441,702  13 


Total  of  ways  and  means 
Total  of  fupplies 

Excefs  of  ways  and  means 


New  Taxes  for  the  Tear  1784. 

Candles,  one  halfpenny  per  pound  —  — 

Bricks,  two  {hillings  and  fix  pence  per  thoufand ; 
and  tiles,  from  three  to  thirty  (hillings  per  thoufand  - 
Hats,  from  three  pence  to  two  {hillings,  and  licences 

for  vending  the  fame  — —  - - 

Pleafure  horfes,  ten  (hillings  per  head,  running 

horfes  two  guineas  per  head  -  - 

Britifh  linens  and  cottons,  from  three  farthings  to 
one  (hilling  per  yard,  and  licences  for  bleaching  and 

dying  the  fame  — — - —  ~ — - 

Ribbands,  from  one  penny  for  every  twelve  yards, 
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to  one  penny  per  yard,  and  gauzes,  from  two  pence  to 

four-pence  per  yard  — — -  * - - 

Licences  for  retailing  beer,  ale,  and  other  excifeable 
liquors;  and  to  the  makers  and  dealers  in  certain  ex¬ 
cifeable  commodities,  from  ten  Ihillings  to  fifty  pounds 
Qualifications  of  (hooters,  two  pounds  two  (hillings 
per  head,  and  deputations  from  lords  of  manors  ten 

ihillings  per  head  -  - -  - - 

Paper,  from  one  penny  to  ten  (hillings  per  ream, 
pafteboards,  millboards,  and  fcaleboards  — — 

Hackney  coaches,  five  (hillings  per  week  — 
Silver  plate,  fix  pence  per  ounce,  and  gold  plate 

eight  (hillings  per  ounce  -  - - 

Lead  exported,  one  guinea  per  ton  - — - 

Portage  of  letters,  one  penny  and  two  pence 
Regulations  of  franking  — — 

Raw  and  thrown  filk  imported,  three  (hillings,  and 
two  (hillings  per  pound  - - 
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Public  A £1 J  faffed  in  the  Fourth 
Sejfion  of  the  Fifteenth  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain, 

December  24,  1783. 

An  aft  for  continuing  and  grant¬ 
ing  to  his  majefty  certain  duties  up¬ 
on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry, 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one  thou¬ 
sand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

An  aft  for  granting  an  aid  to  his 
majefty  by  a  land  tax,  to  be  raifed 
in  Great  Britain,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun. 
dred  and  eighty-four. 

An  aft  to  continue,  for  a  limited 
time,  an  aft  made  in  the  laft  feffion 
of  parliament,  intituled,  “  An  aft 
for  preventing  certain  inftruments 
from  being  required  from  (hips  be¬ 
longing  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  to  give  to  his  ma- 
ierty,  for  a  limited  time,  certain 
powers  for  the  better  carrying  on 
trade  and  commerce  between  the 
fubjeCts  of  his  majefty ’s  dominion 3 


and  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
United  States.” 

An  aft  to  continue  fo  much  of  an 
aft,  made  in  the  laid  feilion  of  par¬ 
liament,  as  allows  further  time  for 
the  payment  of  certain  lums  due, 
and  to  become  due  to  the  public 
from  the  United  Company  of  Mer¬ 
chants  of  England  trading  to  the 
Eaft  Indies. 

'March  it,  1784. 

An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  an 
aft,  made  in  the  laft  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament,  intituled,  “  An  aft  for  re¬ 
pealing  an  aft,  made  in  the  twenty- 
lecond  year  of  his  prelent  majefty, 
intituled,  “  An  aft  for  charging  a 
'damp  duty  upon  inland  bills  of  ex¬ 
change,  promifibry  notes,  or  other 
notes,  payable  otherwile  than  upon 
demand;”  and  for  granting  new 
(lamp  duties  on  bills  of  exchange, 
promifibry  and  other  notes,  and  al(o 
ft  amp  duties  on  receipts  and  for 
indemnifying  all  perfons  who  have 

written 
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written  or  ligned  any  bill  of  ex¬ 
change,  piibniiffory  or  other  note, 
or  any  receipt,  not  damped  accord¬ 
ing  to  law# 

An  adt  for  cftablifhing  certain  re¬ 
gulations  concerning  the  portage 
and  conveyance  ot  letters  and  pack¬ 
ets  by  the  poll  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland. 

March  24,  1784. 

An  adt  for  p  uni  filing  mutiny  and 
defection,  and  tor  the  better  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  army  and  their,  quar¬ 
ters. 

An  adt  for  the  regulation  of  his 
majeily’s  marine  forces  while  on 
fhore. 

An  ad!  for  appointing  commiffion- 
ers  to  put  in  execution  an  adi  of  this 
feffion  of  parliament,  intituled, 
44  An  adf  for  granting  an  aid  to  his 
majelly  by  a  land  tax,  to  be  railed 
in  Great  Britain,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  eighty-four;”  together  with 
thofe  named  in  two  former  acts  for 
appointing  commilfioners  of  the  land 
tax,  and  with  thole  named  in  an 
adt  of  the  iaffc  leffion  of  parliament, 
intituled,  44  An  adt  for  granting  an 
aid  to  his  majelly  by  a  land  tax,  to 
be  railed  in  Great-Britain,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eigh?y-*three,” 

An  adl  for  further  continuing, 
for  a  limited  time,  an  adl  made  in 
the  lad  leffion  of  parliament,  in¬ 
tituled,  4‘  An  adl  tor  preventing 
certain  inffruments  from  being  re¬ 
quired  from  flips  belonging  to  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  and  to 
give  to  his  majefy,  for  a  limited 
time,  certain  powers  for  the  better 
carrying  on  trade  and  commerce 
between  the  fu  Ojcdts  of  his  map  fly’s 
dominions  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  United  States.” 

An  adt  for  defraying  the  charge 

the  militia  in  that  part  of  Great 
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Britain,  called  England,  for  one 
year,  beginning  the  twenty-fifth, 
day  of  March,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty-four;  and  for 
leflenihg  the  nuinber  of  deputy 
lieutenants  and  juftices  of  the  peace 
to  adl  in  the  execution  of  the  laws 
relating  to  the  militia. 

An  adl  to  continue  the  provifions 
of  an  adt  of  the  twenty-third  of  his 
prefent  majelly,  for  granting  a 
bounty  upon  the  exportation  of 
Britifh  and  Irifh  buckrams  and  til- 
tettings,  Britifli  and  Irifh  linens, 
Britifh  callicoes  and  cottons,  or  cot¬ 
ton  mixed  with  linen,  printed,  paint¬ 
ed,  ftained,  or  dyed  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  for  a  limited  time. 

An  adt  for  allowing  further  time 
for  inrollment  of  deeds  and  wills 
made  by  papilts,  and  for  relief  of 
proteftant  purchafers. 

An  adt  to  authorize  the  removal 
of  prifoners  in  certain  cafes,  and  to 
amend  the  laws  refp^dting  the  tranf- 
ponation  of  offenders. 

Public  APIs  pajjed  in  the  Firjl  SeJJioti 
of  the  Sixteenth  Parliament 
Great  Britain . 

June  1 8,  1784. 

An  adl  for  further  continuing, 
for  a  li  mited  time,  an  adt,  made  in 
the  twenty-third  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  prefent  majelly,  intituled,  44  An 
adt  for  preventing  certain  inltru- 
ments  from  being  required  from 
fhips  belonging  to  rhe  United  States 
of  America  ;  and  to  give  to  his  i  n  a- 
jeily,  lor  a  limited  time,  certain 
powers  lor  the  better  carrying  on 
trade  and  commerce  between  the 
lubjedts  of  his  majelly’s  dominions 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
United  States.” 

June  29,  5784. 

An  adt  to  impower  the  Eaft  Inffia 
company  to  make  a  dividend  to  the 

pro* 
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proprietors  of  Eaft  India  ftoek  at 
Midfummer,  1784. 

July  1 6,  1784. 

An  a  cl  for  railing  a  certain  fum 
of  money  by  way  of  annuities,  and 
for  eftabli  firing  a  lottery* 

An  a  61  to  enable  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  Scotland 
further  to  increafe  the  capital  Hock 
of  the  laid  company. 

An  aCt  to  enable  fuch  officers, 
mariners,  and  foldiers,  as  have  been 
in  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  or  in  the 
marines,  or  in  the  militia,  or  any 
corps  of  fencible  men,  ft  nee  the  fe- 
cond  year  of  his  prefent  majefty’s 
reign,  to  exercife  trades. 

An  aft  for  eftablifhing  certain  re¬ 
gulations  concerning  the  portage  and 
conveyance  of  letters  and  packets  by 
the  pod  between  Great  Britain  and 
Breland. 

July  20,  1 784. 

An  a£l  for  laying  additional  du¬ 
ties  upon  all  candles  (except  wax 
and  fpermaceti  candles),  and  for 
more  effectually  Teeming  the  duties 
upon  candles 

An  aCt  for  appointing  and  en¬ 
abling  commiffioners  further  to  exa¬ 
mine,  take,  and  date  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  kingdom. 

July  30,  1784. 

An  aCl  for  laying  additional  du¬ 
ties  upon  paper,  pafteboards,  mill- 
boards,  and  fealeboards  ;  and  for 
explaining  certain  doubts  rel petting 
the  duties  impofed  by  an  a  Cl  made 
in  the  twenty -fir ft  year  of  his  pre- 
fent  majefty’s  reign,  intituled,  “■  An 
aCt  for  repealing  the  prefent  duties 
upon  paper,  pafteboards,  millboards, 
and  fealeboards,  made  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  for  granting  other  duties 
in  lieu  thereof.” 

An  a Ct  to  revive  and  continue  an 
aCt,  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majeftv,  for  en¬ 
couraging  the  manufacture  of  lea¬ 


ther,  by  lowering  the  duty  payablu 
upon  the  importation  of  oak  bark 
when  the  price  of  fuch  bark  dial 
exceed  a  certain  rare,  for  a  limited 
time  ;  and  for  extending  feverali 
a&s  of  parliament  relative  to  the 
manufacture  of  leather  to  that  part 
of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland. 

An  aCt  for  further  continuing, 
for  a  limited  time,  an  aCl  made  in 
the  twenty-third  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  intituled, 
“  An  aCt  for  preventing  certain  in- 
ftruments  from  being  required  from 
fhips  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
of  America ;  and  to  give  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  for  a  limited  time,  certain 
powers  for  the  better  carrying  on 
trade  and  commerce  between  the 
fubjeCts  of  his  majefty’s  dominions: 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid 
United  Stares.” 

An  aCt  for  the  prefervation  and 
encouragement  of  the  hat  manu¬ 
factory  within  this  realm,  by  pre¬ 
venting  the  exportation  of  Britifh 
bare  fkins,  Britifh  hare  wool,  and 
Britifti  coney  wool,  and  all  und reli¬ 
ed  or  untawed  Britifh  coney  fkins, 
and  for  preventing  any  of  the  faid 
fkins  from  being  ftained  or  dyed  ; 
and  for  the  importation  of  goats 
hair  into  this  kingdom,  duty  free. 

An  aCt  tO‘  difeontinue  the  petty 
cuftom  on  aliens  goods  imported 
into  Great  Britain,  and  the  duty  of 
one  per  centum  on  goods  exported 
to,  or  impoited  from,  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean  Seas,  in  unqualified  (hips  ; 
and  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  ad, 
palled  in  the  fourth  year  of  the 
reign  of  his  prefent  majefty,  as  enaCts 
that  no  part  of  the. old  fubfidy  fliall 
be  drawn  back  upon  goods  exported 
to  the  Britifh  colonies  or  plantations 
in  America. 

Auguji  13,  1784. 

An  aCl  for  granting  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  certain  rates  and  duties  upon 

bricks 
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bricks  and  tiles  made  in  Great  Bri-  An  aft  for  veiling  certain  lands, 
tain,  and  for  laying  additional  da-  tenements,  and  hereditaments  in 
ties  on  bricks  and  tiles  imported  tru flees,  for  better  fee u ring  his  ma- 
into  the  fame.  jedy’s  docks,  fhips,  and  do-res,  at 

An  aft  for  laying  an  additional  Portfinouth  and  Plymouth  ;  and 


duty  on  hackney  coaches,  and  for 
explaining  and  amending  ieveral 
adts  of  parliament  relating  to  hack¬ 
ney  coaches. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  ma- 

O  C.' 

jelly  an  additional  duty  upon  li¬ 
cences  for  retailing  beer,  ale,  and 
other  excifeable  liquors. 

An  act  for  railing  a  certain  fum 
of  money,  by  loans  or  exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven.  hundred  and  eighty - 
four. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jeity  certain  duties  on  horfes  kept 
for  the  purpofe  of  riding,  and  an 
horfes  ufed  in  drawing  certain  car¬ 
riages,  in  relpeft  whereof  any  duty 
«f  excife  is  made  payable. 

An  act  to  poftpone  the  payment 
of  the  fum  of  two  millions,  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  England,  to¬ 
wards  the  fupply  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-one. 

An  aft  for  the  better  regulation 
and  management  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Eail  India  company,  and  ot  the 
Britifli  pofleffions  in  India  ;  and  lor 
eilablifning  a  court  of  judicature, 
for  the  more  fpeedy  and  effeftual 
trial  of  perfons  accufed  of  offences 
committed  in  the  Eafl  Indies. 

An  aft  to  repeal  fo  much  of  two 
a 6b,  made  in  the  tenth  and  fif¬ 
teenth  years  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  majedy,  as  authorizes  the 
fpcaker  of  the  houfe  ol  commons 
to  iifue  his  warrants  to  the  clerk  of 
the  crown  for  making  out  writs  for 
the  eleftion  of  members  to  ferve  in 
parliament  in  the  manner  therein 
mentioned,  and  for  fubdituting  other 
provilions  for  the  like  purpoles. 


alio  for  revelling  certain  mefliiages, 
lands,  tenements,  and  heredita¬ 
ments,  in  the  counties  of  South¬ 
ampton,  Cornwall,  and  Devon,  in 
the  former  proprietors  thereof ;  and 
for  other  purpoles  therein  men¬ 
tioned. 

A11  aft  for  authorifing  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  navy  to  pay  to  the 
officers  and  men  belonging  to  his 
raajedy’s  (liip  Santa  Margaretta  the 
like  bounty,  for  taking  the  French 
frigate  called  L’Amazone,  as  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  the  officers  and  men  on 
board  any  of  his  majeily’s  fhips  of 
war  taking  or  cl  eft  roving  fnips  of 
war  belonging  to  the  enemy. 

An  aft  to  impower  the  biffiop  of 
London,  for  the  time  being,  or  any 
other  biffiop,  to  be  by  him  appoint¬ 
ed,  to  admit  to  the  order  of  dea¬ 
con,  or  pried,  perfons  being  fub- 
jefts  or  citizens  of  countries  out  of 
his  majedy’s  dominions,  without 
requiring  them  to  take  the  oath  of 
allegiance  as  appointed  by  law. 

Auguft  19,  1784. 

An  -aft  tor  granting  to  his  rtia* 
jelly  a  certain  fum  of  money  out  of 
the  linking  fund,  and  for  applying 
certain  monies  therein  mentioned 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  ;  for  appropriating  the  monies 
ariftng  by  the  duties  on  malt,  mum, 
cyder,  and  perry,  and  alio  by  a 
land  tax  granted  to  his  majedy  by 
two  afts  made  in  the  lad  feffion  of 
parliament  ;  and  for  further  appro¬ 
priating  the  fupplies  granted  in  this 
leffion  of  parliament. 

An  aft  for  railing  a  further  fum 
of  money,  by  loans  or  exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
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one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty-four. 

An  ad  for  granting  to  his  faa- 
jefty  additional  duties  on  linens 
printed,  painted,  llained,  or  dyed 
m  Great  Britain  ;  and  for  granting 
certain  duties  on  cotton  (luffs  bleach¬ 
ed  or  dyed  in  Great  Britain,  and  on 
licences  for  bleaching  or  dying  the 
fame,  and  upon  the  importation  of 
fluffs  made  of,  or  mixed  with,  cot¬ 
ton,  not  painted,  printed,  llained, 
or  dyed  in  foreign  parts. 

An  ad  for  laying  certain  duties 
upon  licences  to  be  taken  out  by  the 
makers  of,  and  dealers  in,  excife- 
able  commodities  therein  men¬ 
tioned. 

An  ad  for  granting  to  his  ma* 
jelly  certain  duties  on  licences  to  be 
taken  out  by  perfons  vending  hats 
by  retail,  and  alfo  certain  duties  on 
hats  fold  under  fuch  licences ;  and 
for  laying  additional  duties  on  all 
hats  and  caps  imported  into  this 
kingdom. 

An  ad  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefty  certain  duties  on  all  gold  and 
lilver  plate  imported;  and  alfo  cer¬ 
tain  duties  on  all  gold  and  filver 
wrought  plate  made  in  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 

An  ad  for  repealing  the  prefent 
duties  upon  wax  candles  made  in 
Great  Britain,  and  for  granting,  in 
lieu  thereof,  other  duties  upon  wax 
candles  made  in  Great  Britain,  and 
upon  wax  imported,  and  upon  li¬ 
cences  to  make  or  fell  wax  candles 
in  Great  Britain. 

An  ad  to  difcontinue,  for  n  li¬ 
mited  time,  the  payment  of  the  du¬ 
ties  upon  low  wines  and  fpirits  for 
home  cpnfumption  ;  and  for  grant¬ 
ing  and  fecuring  the  due  payment 
of  other  duties  in  lieu  thereof;  and 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  mak¬ 
ing  and  vending  Britifh  fpirits,  as 
well  for  home  confumption  as  for 
exportation  ;  and  for  deilroying  all 


home-made  and  foreign  fpirits  after 
the  condemnation  thereof ;  apd  for 
veiling  in  his  majefty  the  -duties  of 
excife  within  the  lands  of  Ferentofn* 
in  the  county  ©i  Invernefs ;  and 
for  difeontinuing,  (or  a  limited  time$ 
certain  impoils  and  duties  upon  rum 
and  fpirits  impdrted  from  the  Welt 
Indies. 

An  a£t  for  better  fecuring  the 
duties  on  llarc  h  and  foap« 

An  a£l  for  granting  annuities  to 
fatisfy  certain  navy,  victualling* 
and  tranfport  bills,  and  ordnance 
debentures. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Raff 
India  company,  writh  refpecl  to  the 
payment  of  certain  fums  due  to  the 
public,  and  to  the  acceptance  of 
certain  bills  drawn  upon  the  faid 
company ;  and  for  regulating  the 
dividends  to  be  made  by  the  faid 
company. 

An  aft  for  the  more  effedlual  pre¬ 
vention  of  fmuggling  in  this  king¬ 
dom. 

An  a6l  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
grant  to  the  heirs  of  the  former 
proprietors,  upon  certain  terms  and 
conditions,  the  forfeited  effaces  in 
Scotland,  which  were  put  under  the 
management  of  a  board  of  truftees, 
by  an  aft  palled  in  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  ma¬ 
jefty  king  George  the  Second;  and 
to  repeal  the  faid  aft. 

An  a£t  to  extend  the  powers  of 
an  a£t,  made  in  the  twenty-third 
year  of  his  prefent  majefty,  for  giv¬ 
ing  his  majefty  certain  powers  for 
the  better  carrying  on  trade  and 
commerce  between  the  fubjedls  of 
his  majefty’s  dominions  and  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  this  kingdom  with  the  Britifh 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America, 
with  refpecl  to  certain  articles 
therein  mentioned. 

An  a i\  t& indemnify  fuch  perfons 
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as  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
jfelves  for  offices  and  employments, 
and  to  indemnify  jufdces  of  the 
peace  or  others,  who  have  omitted 
to  regifter  or  deliver  in  their  quali¬ 
fications  within  the  time  limited  by 
law,  and  for  giving  further  time  for 
thofe  purpofes  ;  and  to  indemnify 
members  and  officers  in  cities,  cor* 
potations,  and  borough  towns,  whftfe 
admiffions  have  been  omitted  to  be 
damped  according  to  law,  or,  hav¬ 
ing  been  (lamped,  have  been  loft  or 
miflaid,  and  for  allowing  them  time 
to  provide  admiffions  duly  (lamped  ; 
and  to  give  further  time  to  fiich  per- 
fons  as  have  omitted  to  make  and 
file  affidavits  of  the  execution  of  in¬ 
dentures  of  clerks  to  attornies  and 
folicitors,  or  to  pay  the  duties  on  the 
indentures  and  contracts  of  clerks, 
apprentices,  or  fervants. 

Aii  act  to  revive  and  continue 
feveral  laws  relating  to  the  allow¬ 
ing  the  exportation  of  certain  quan¬ 
tities  of  wheat,  and  other  articles, 
to  his  majefty  Js  fugar  colonies  in 
America,  and  to  the  allowing  a 
drawback  of  the  duties  on  rum 
(hipped  as  (lores  to  be  eonfumed  on 
board  merchant  (hips  on  their  voy¬ 
ages  ;  and  to  extend  the  proviftons 
of  an  aft  of  the  twenty-third  year 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  relative  to 
the  removal  of  wine  in  calks,  to 
wine  removed  in  bottles,  and  other 
packages. 

An  aft  for  the  effectual  tranf- 
portation  of  felons,  and  other  of¬ 
fenders  ;  and  to  authorize  the  re¬ 
moval  of  prifoners  in  certain  cafes ; 
and  for  other  purpofes  therein  men¬ 
tioned. 

An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  an 
aft,  made  in  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  years  of  the  reign  of  king 
William  the  Third,  intituled,  44  An 
aft  to  enable  juftices  of  peace  to 
build  and  repair  gaols  in  their  re- 
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fpeftive  counties  ;”  and  for  other 
putpofes  therein  mentioned. 

An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  an 
aft,  made  in  the  twenty-fecond  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  prefent  majefty, 
intituled,  44  An  aft  for  the  amend¬ 
ing,  and  rendering  more  effectual, 
the  laws  in  being  relative  to  houfes 
of  correftion.” 

Augujl  20,  1784# 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  majefty 
certain  duties  on  certificates  iffued 
with  refpeft  to  the  killing  of  game. 

An  aft  for  granting  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  certain  additional  rates  of  pod- 
age  for  conveyance  of  letters  and 
packets  by  the  pod,  within  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain  ;  for  pre¬ 
venting  frauds  in  the  revenue  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  conveyance  of  cer¬ 
tain  goods  in  letters  and  packets ; 
and  lor  further  preventing  frauds 
and  abufes  in  relation  to  the  fending 
and  receiving  of  letters  and  packets 
free  from  poftage. 

An  aft  for  granting  additional 
duties  upon  raw  and  thrown  ftlk  im¬ 
ported  into  Great  Britain,  and  upon 
lead  exported  from  Great  Britain 
into  parts  beyond  the  feas ;  and  for 
allowing  a  drawback  upon  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  lilks,  and  duffs  mixed 
with  (ilk. 

An  aft  for  repealing  the  feveral 
duties  on  tea,  and  for  granting  to 
his  majefty  other  duties  in  lieu 
thereof,  aud  alfo  feveral  duties  on 
inhabited  houfes,  and  upon  the  im¬ 
portation  of  cocoa  nuts  and  coffee* 
and  for  repealing  the  inland  duties 
of  excife  thereon. 

An  aft  to  explain,  amend,  and 
render  more  effeftual,  an  aft  made 
in  the  30th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
late  majefty  king  George  the  Se¬ 
cond,  intituled,  44  An  aft  for  the 
more  effeftual  punifhment  of  per¬ 
form  who  (hall  attain,  or  attempt  to 
(Q)  ~  attain* 
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attain,  pofletlion  of  goods  or  money 
by  falfe  or  untrue  pretences ;  for 
preventing  the  unlawful  pawning  of 
goods ;  tor  the  eafy  redemption  of 
goods  pawned ;  and  tor  preventing 
gaming'  in  public  houfes?  by  jour¬ 


neymen,  labourers,  fervants,  and. 
apprentices  fo  tar  as  the  tame 
relates  to  the  preventing  of  the  un¬ 
lawful  pawning  of  goods,  and  for  the 
eafy  redemption  oi  goods  pawned. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 


ANECDOTES  and  CHARACTERS. 

The  LIFE  of  CHARLES  CHURCHILL,  the  Poet. 
[From  the  Third  Volume  of  Dr.  Kippis’s  Edition  of  the  Biographia 


Britain 

Churchill  (Charles),  an 

eminent  fatiric  poet,  was 
horn  in  Vine-ftreet,  in  the  parifli  of 
St.  John’s,  Weftminller,  in  the 
year  1731.  His  father,  who  was  a 
very  refpedfable  clergyman,  was 
curate  and  lecturer  of  the  parifli, 
and  was  pofl'efl'ed,  befides,  of  a  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  country.  Young  Charles, 
as  might  be  expected  from  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  his  fituation,  received  his 
grammatical  education  at  Weftmin¬ 
ller  fchool  ;  in  which  he  foon  di- 
Ringuilhed  himfelffo  far  as  to  make 
his  tutors  fenfible  that  he  Was  a  laa 
of  confiderable  abilities.  His  ap¬ 
plication,  however,  as  is  too  fre¬ 
quently  the  cafe  with  youths  of 
lively  parts,  by  no  means  kept  pace 
with  his  natural  talents ;  fo  that  the 
chief  character  he  obtained  was, 
that  he  was  a  boy  who  could  do  well 
if  he  would.  One  day,  having 
been  enjoined  to  make  an  exercile, 
he  failed  in  bringing  it  at  the  time 
appointed;  for  which  reafon  his 
mailer  not  only  chaflifed  him  with 
fome  fe verity,  but  even  charged  him 
with  ILipidity.  The  laft  reproach 
made  a  llrong  impreilion  upon 
Charles  Churchill’s  mind,  and  the 
fear  of  flinme  wrought  an  effect 
which  the  fear  of  ilripes  could  not 
J/8 
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produce.  On  the  next,  day  he 
brought  his  exercife  finifhed  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  he  received  the  pub¬ 
lic  thanks  of  the  mailers  of  the 
fchool.  This  inttance  of  his  ienfl- 
bility,  and  of  the  applaufe  that  re¬ 
buked  from  it,  was  not  followed  by 
a  complete  reformation  ot  conduct. 
The  vivacity  of  his  imagination, 
and  the  diffipation  of  his  temper, 
if  ill  prevented  his  walking  regularly 
forward  in  the  trammels  of  a  fcho- 
laflic  education.  When,  there¬ 
fore,  he  was  lent  by  his  father  to 
the  univerlity  of  Oxford,  he  was 
refufed  an  admittance  into  that  il- 
luftrious  feat  of  literature,  upon  ac¬ 
count  of  his  want  of  a  proper  ikill 
in  the  learned  languages.  This, 
no  doubt,  was  a  great  mortification 
to  himfelf,  as  well  as  a  fevere  dis¬ 
appointment  to  a  worthy  parent. 
Churchill,  in  the  fubfequent  parts 
of  his  life,  oiten  mentioned  his  re* 
pulfe  at  Oxford  ;  and  the  following 
turn  was  given  to  it  by  himfelf  and 
his  triends.  He  and  they  frequently 
afferted,  that  he  could  have  an- 
fweied  the  college  examination,  had 
he  thought  proper  ;  but  that  he  fo 
much  delpifed  the  trifling  quefllons 
which  were  propofed  to  him,  that, 
inftead  of  returning  {likable  replies, 
A  ,2  he 
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be  only  launched  out  into  fatirical 
reflections  on  the  abilities  of  the 
gentleman  whole  office  it  was  to 
make  the  trial  of  his  literary  im¬ 
provements.  If  this  was  really' the 
truth  of  the  cafe,  Mr.  Churchill’s 
conduCt.,  to  fay  the  lea  It  of  it,  was 
highly  imprudent.  Whoever  wifhes 
to  receive  the  benefit  of  an  univer- 
fity  education,  mult  comply  with 
the  cuitomary  forms  of  admiffion  j 
and  it  would  be  perfectly  ridiculous 
lor  a  young  man  to  have  it  in  his 
own  power  to  prefcribe  in  what 
mode  he  fliould  be  examined,  pre- 
vioully  to  his  matriculation.  Church¬ 
ill’s  rejection  from  Oxford  will  fup- 
ply  one  very  probable  reafan  for  the 
feventy  with  which,  in  the  courfe 
of  his  writings,  he  hath  fometimes 
treated  that  famous  fern  inary. 

“  After  this  event,  Mr.  Churchill 
continued  to  profecute  his  Undies  at 
Weltminlter  l'chool ;  and  there  can 
be  no  caufe  to  doubt,  but  that  he 
would  loon  have  been  efteenud 
properly  qualified  for  an  entrance 
into  one  of  our  learned  univerfities, 
if  his  views  of  this  kind  had  not 
been  prevented  by  an  aCt  of  impru¬ 
dence  which  had  a  conliderable  ef- 
feCt  upon  the  colour  ol  his  future 
life.  When  he  was  little  more  than 
feventeen  years  of  age,  he  contract¬ 
ed  an  intimacy  with  a  young  lady 
ip  the  neighbourhood,  which  iprang 
up  into  a  warm  affection,  and  was 
followed  by  a  ha  fly  marriage.  This, 
like  many  others,  was  a  match  which 
began  in  patiion  and  ended  in  dil- 
guft.  Their  regard,  however,  for 
each  other,  which  in  its  origin  was 
mutual  and  fincere,  was  preferved 
in  its  purity  and  ardour  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  In  the  fequeftered 
life  which  Mr.  Churchill  was  now 
obliged  to  lead,  he  made  fuch  a 
progrefs  in  literature,  and  fu  flamed 
to  good  a  char,»Cter,  that,  notwith¬ 
standing  hi^  want  of  an  univeriiry 


education,  he  was  thought  worthy 
of  being  admitted  into  holy  orders 
at  the  ufual  age  of  obtaining  them, 
and  accordingly  was  ordained  by 
Dr,  Sherlock,  at  that  time  bifhop  of 
London.  The  firft  preferment  he 
received  in  the  church  uras  a  very 
trifling  one,  being  only  a  {mail  cu¬ 
racy  of  thirty  pounds  a  year  in 
Wales.  To  this  remote  part  of  the 
kingdom  he  carried  his  wife,  and, 
having  taken  a  little  houfe,  he  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  to  the  duties  of  his 
flation  with  affiduity  and  chearful- 
nefs.  His  behaviour  gained  him 
the  love  and  efteern  of  his  parifli- 
ioners ;  and  his  fermons,  though 
fomewhat  railed  above  the  level  of 
his  audience,  were  commended  and 
followed.  What  chiefly  diflurbed 
him  was  the  fmallnefs  of  his  income, 
which  would  indeed  have  been  too 
narrow  for  the  fupport  of  a  family, 
even  where  a  much  greater  degree 
of  oeconomy  was  exereifed  than  was 
fuitable  to  Mr.  Churchiirs  natural 
difpolltion.  To  lupply,  therefore, 
the  deficiency  of  his  lcanty  Diary, 
he  entered  into  a  branch  of  trade 
which  he  hoped  might  raife  him  to 
competence,  and  perhaps  to  riches, 
but  which,  in  faft,  involved  him 
in  debts  that  long  kept  him  in 
perplexity  and  trouble.  The  bull- 
nei's  in  which  he  engaged  was 
that  of  keeping  a  cyder-warehoufe, 
with  a  view  of  vending  that  commo- 
dity  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
neighbouring  country.  A  man  of 
genius  and  a  poet  was  but  ill  quali¬ 
fied  for  fuch  an  undertaking.  Mr» 
Chuichiil  could  not  defeend  to  the 
patience  and  frugality  which  are  ne- 
ceffary  in  the  common  courle  of 
merebandife,  where  fmall  gains  are 
to  be  quietly  expedited  and  carefully 
accumulated.  A  kind  of  rural  bank¬ 
ruptcy  was  therefore  the  eonfe- 
quence  of  the  attempt. 

“  The  ill  iuccefs  of  Mr.  Church' 
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ill’s  trading  fcheme  brought  him 
back  to  London,  and  his  father  loon 
after  dying,  he  lucceeded  him  as 
curate  and  ledturer  in  the  parifli  of 
St.  John’s.  The  emoluments  of  his 
fituation  not  amounting  to  a  full 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  in  order  to 
improve  his  finances,  he  undertook 
to  teach  young  ladies  to  read  and 
write  Englifh  with  propriety  and  cor- 
rebtnefs,  and  was  e n gaged  for  t  h i s  p u r - 
pole  in  the  boarding-fchool  of  Mrs. 
Dennis,  a  governefs  who  had  the 
honour  of  being  one  ot  the  fir  ft 
introducers  of  a  laudable  cuftom, 
which  hath  fince  been  adopted  in 
many  of  the  reputable  feminaries  of 
female  education.  Mr.  Churchill 
conducted  himlelf  in  his  new  em¬ 
ployment  with  all  the  decorum  be¬ 
coming  his  clerical  profeifion.  Still, 
however,  his  method  ot  living  bore 
no  proportion  to  his  income ;  fo 
that  he  contracted  a  variety  of  debts 
which  he  was  totally  incapable  ot 
paying;  and  a  gaol,  the  terror  of 
indigent  genius,  ieemed  ready  to 
dole  upon  his  miferies.  From  this 
wretched  fituation  he  was  relieved 
by  the  benevolent  interpolation  of 
Dr.  Llovd,  the  fecond  mailer  of 
Weftminfter  fchool,  and  father  ot 
Robert  Lloyd  the  poet.  The  doc¬ 
tor  undertook  to  treat  with  Church¬ 
ill’s  creditors,  and  lucceeded  in  en¬ 
gaging  them  to  confent  to  a  compo¬ 
sition  of  five  {hillings  in  the  pound. 
In  an  infiance  which  fell  under  the 
knowlege  of  the  writer  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  article,  as  an  executor  and  a 
guardian,  Mr.  Churchill,  when  he 
had  obtained  money  by  bis  publi¬ 
cations,  voluntarily  came,  and  paid 
the  full  amount  of  the  original  debt. 
It  is  highly  probable,  from  this  un- 
folicited  and  unexpected  act  of  equit¬ 
able  retribution,  that  his  conduct 
was  the  fame  in  tome  other  cafes. 

44  The  time  now  approached  for 
Mr.  Churchill’s  appearing  in  the 


world  as  an  author.  Hitherto  no¬ 
thing  had  come  from  him  in  this 
character,  though  he  was  known 
among  his  acquaintance  to  be  a  man 
ot  a  very  vigorous  imagination,  and 
a  ftrong  underflanding  ;  and  though 
he  was  in  the  habits  of  intimacy 
with  Thornton,  Colman,  and  Lloyd, 
who  had  already  begun  to  make  a 

J  Q 

conhderabk  figure  in  the  reoubiic 
of  letters.  With  the  laft  of  thefe 
gentlemen  he  was  connected  in  the 
ties  of  the  doled  fricndfhip.  Mr. 
Lloyd  had  printed  a  poem,  entitled 
the  Actor,  which  met  with  a  very- 
favourable  reception  from  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  jufily  procured  him  a  con- 
fiderable  degree  of  reputation.  By 
the  fuccefs  of  his  friend,  Mr. 
Churchill  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
fii muiated  (how  truly  we  know  not) 
to  exert  his  poetical  talents  upon  a 
iubject  of  a  fimilar  kind,  though 
more  appropriated  and  perfonal. 
The  theme  he  pitched  upon  was  ad¬ 
mirably  fuited  to  his  genius  and  his 
tafte.  He  bad  long  been  a  frequenter 
of  the  theatre,  and  had  bellowed 
inceifant  attention  on  flage  repre- 
fentation.  The  feene  of  his  obfer- 
vations  was  ufually  the  firft  row  of 
the  pit,  next  to  the  qrcheftra.  From 
this  place  he  thought  that  he  could 
befi  difeern  the  real  workings  of  the 
paffions  in  the  players,  or  the  arti¬ 
fices  which  they  fubftituted  in  the 
room  of  genuine  nature  and  feel¬ 
ing.  As  Mr.  Churchill  was  thus 
qualified,  by  judgment  and  expe¬ 
rience,  for  delineating  the  excel¬ 
lencies  and  defects  of  the  adtors,  fo 
the  vigour  of  his  fancy,  and  the 
{Length  of  his  conceptions,  enabled 
him  to  do  it  in  the  moil  lively  co¬ 
lour^.  In  the  month  of  March, 
1761,  the  c<  Rofciad”  appeared. 
The  firft  edition  ftole  as  it  were  into 
the  world,  being  very  little  adver- 
tifed,  and  publifhed  without  a  name. 
A  fecond  edition  was  loon  called 
A  1  for, 
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for,  "m  the  title-page  of  which  the  , 
author  afferted  his  claim  to  his  own 
performance.  Scarcely  ever  was 
there  an  indance  of  a  poet’s  riling 
fo  fuddenly  from  the  moll  perfect 
obfcurity  to  the  greated  celebrity. 
To  this  the  players  themfelves 
contributed  more  than  anv  other  fet 
of  men.  They  ran  about  the  town 
like  fo  many  ftricken  deer ;  and 
while  they  drove  to  extract  the  ar¬ 
row  from  the  wound  by  communi¬ 
cating  the  knowlege  of  it  to  their 
friends,  fpread  abroad  more  and 
more  the  fame  of  the  piece.  It 
was  pleafant  enough  to  ohferve, 
how  artfully  fotne  of  them,  who 
were,  in  fail,  the  mod  hurt,  pre¬ 
tended  to  be  unaffected  by  the  in¬ 
jury  done  to  themfelves,  but  to  feel 
extremely  for  the  obloquy  thrown 
upon  others.  44  Why,  exclaimed 
one  of  thefe  difmtereded  per  Tons, 
fhould  this  man  attack  Mr,  I  fa  card  r 
I  am  not  at  all  concerned  for  my- 
felf;  but  what  has  poor  Billy  Ha- 
ward  done,  that  he  mud  be  treated 
fo  cruelly  ?”  ci  And  pray,  replied 
a  gentleman  who  was  prefers t  at 
this  artificial  declaration  of  bene¬ 
volence,  What  has  Mr.  Havard 
done  too,  that  he  cannot  bear  his 
misfortunes  as  well  as  another  ?” 
Whild  the  a'ltors,  in  different  ways, 
expreffed  their  relentment,  the  pub¬ 
lic  enjoyed  their  didrefs.  The 
Hofciad  was  regarded,  in  general, 
as  a  pleafant  and  reafonable  retalia¬ 
tion  for  the  mirth  which  the  dage 
had  continually  excited  by  the  re- 
prefent.ation  of  the  follies  and  frail¬ 
ties  of  mankind.  The  poem  was 
not  wholly  employed  in  fatire.  Mr. 
Garrick  was  commended  in  the 
highed  terms-  of  applaufe  ;  and  the 
various  and  peculiar  excellencies  of 
Mrs.  Pritchard,  Mrs.  Cibber,  and 
Mrs.  Clive,  were  celebrated  with 
equal  warmth  and  judice.  Except¬ 
ing  Mr#  Garrick,  there  was  not  a 
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fingle  man,  amongd  the  players  or 
that  period,  who,  in  the  did  im- 
preffion,  entirely  efcaped  the  poet’s 
fat  i  ideal  1  a  I  h .  Thofe  who  were  the 
mod  eager  in  expreding  their  an¬ 
ger,  had  only  the  misfortune  of 
being  treated  with  greater  fe  verity 
in  fubfequent  editions.  In  this  re- 
fpect  Mr.  Churchill  has  been  blam¬ 
ed  by  fome  writers  ;  and  it  has  been 
laid,  that  the  Rofciad  was  not  al¬ 
ways  benefited  by  the  alterations 
which  it  received.  Perhaps  there 
is  little  foundation  for  this  affenion  % 
but,  however  that  may  be,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  its  excellence  enabled  it 
firmly  to  maintain  its  ground  againd 
all  oppofition,  Though  various 
pamphlets  and  poems  were  publ idl¬ 
ed  againd  it,  in  vindication  of  the 
players,  they  were  fo  poorly  writ¬ 
ten,  that  they  only  ferved  to  fwell 
Mr.  Churchiirs  triumph. 

The  Critical  Reviewers  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  peculiarly  unfortunate 
in  the  account  which  they  gave  of 
the  Rofciad,  In  fpeaking  of  the 
fird  im predion  of  it,  they  afciibed 
it,  with  fome  degree  of  confidence, 
to  Mr.  Lloyd ;  and  though  they 
would  not  pretend  abfolutely  to 
affert  that  it  was  folely  written  by 
him,  they  ventured  to  affirm,  that 
it  was  the  produdfion,  jointly  or 
feparately,  of  the  new  triumvirate 
of  wits,  who  never  let  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  flip  of  finging  their  own 
praifes.  The  triumvirate,  here  re¬ 
ferred  to,  confided  of  Thornton, 
Colman,  and  Lloyd.  The  midake, 
however,  if  it  had  been  delivered 
in  lefs  often  five  terms,  was  pardon¬ 
able,  as  the  author  had  not  fet  his 
name  to  the  performance.  When 
he  affected  his  claim  to  the  work, 
the  critics  acknowleged  their  error, 
but  did  not  do  it  with  a  very  good 
grace,  or,  at  lead,  in  fuch  a  man* 
ner  as  was  fatisfadfory  to  Mr. 
Churchill,  Refides  his  not  being 

will 
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Well  pleafed  with  the  account  which 
had  been  given  of  his  poem,  he 
w idled  to  add  fome thing  farther  on 
the  fubjedt  of  the  Rofciad,  and  to 
juffify  the  attack  he  had  made  on 
the  players.  Accordingly,  in  a 
fhort  time,  he  publifhed  his  44  Apo¬ 
logy  *  addrefled  to  the  Critical  Re¬ 
viewers.”  Whatever  reafons  thefe 
gentlemen  had  to  be  diflatisfied  with 
the  poem,  the  players  thernfelyes 
were  not  fo  much  -offended  as  they 
had  been  with  the  Rofciad.  The 
author  had  indeed  treated  the  pro- 
feffion  of  acting  with  great  con¬ 
tempt,  and  had  painted,  in  the 
ffrongeft  colours,  the  meannefs  and 
diifrefs  of  itinerant  companies,  and 
the  unhappy  drifts  to  which  they 

arc  occasionally  reduced.  But  all 
✓ 

this  the  London  adtors  regarded  as 
a  trifling  injury,  compared -with  the 
fatire  which  had  been  directed 
againfl  their  perfonal  faults.  It 
was  likewife  no  fmall  confolation  to 
them,  that  their  matter,  the  mighty 
Rofcius  him  felt,  had  not  wholly 
been  fpared  i  for  Mr.  Garrick  was 
certainly  aimed  at  in  the  folio  wing- 
lines  : 

Let  the  vain  tyrant  fit  amidft  hi& 
guards, 

His  puny  green-room  wits,  and  venal 
bards, 

Who  meanly  tremble  at  the  puppet’s 
frown, 

And  for  a  playhoufe  freedom  lofe  their 
own  ; 

In  fpite  of  new-made  laws,  and  new-  - 
made  kingsj 

The  free-born  Mufe  with  lib’ral  fpirit 
tings. 

Bow  down,  ye  flaves;  before  thefe  idols 

fall  ; 

Let  genius  hoop  to  them  who';ve  none 
at  all  ; 

Ne’er  will  I  flatter,  Cringe,  or  bend  the 
knee 

To  thofe  who,  flaves  to  all,  are  flaVes 
to  me.” 

The  manager  felt  all  the  force 
thefe  fircaftic  ftrokes^  and  was 


extremely  unhappy  that  he  fliould 
have  provoked  fo  irritable  and  fo 
powerful  a  writer.  Accordingly* 
he  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Churchill* 
which,  befides  comprehending  an 
apology  for  him  Self  and  the  players, 
was  full  of  encomiums  upon  his 
uncommon  vein  of  poetry,  and  con¬ 
tained  a  kind  of  deprecation  of  his 
future  wrath,  A  friend,  to  whom 
Mr.  Garrick  {hewed  the  letter,  em 
tire ly  difapproved  of  it  ;  and  in¬ 
formed  him  that  the  author  of  the 
Rofciad,  who  was  a  man  of  a  quick 
difeernment  and  undaunted  fpirit, 
would  not  think  the  better  of  hint 
for  his  humiliations  and  flatteries. 

44  Mr.  Churchill  being  now  be¬ 
come  fo  greatly  celebrated,  and  hav¬ 
ing,  at  the  fame  time,  procured  a 
large  number  of  enemies,  it  was 
natural  that  refearches  fliould  be- 
made  into  his  fltuation,  connexions, 
and  character ;  and  upon  enquiry  it 
was  found*  that  he  was  not  remark¬ 
able  for  the  regularity  of  his  mam 
nets,  and  that  he  particularly  in¬ 
dulged  nimfelf  in  fitting  up  very 
late  over  a  bottle.  The  reproaches 
hence  calf  upon  him  gave  occafion 
to  ids  next  production,  entitled* 
“  Night ;  an  Epiflle  to  Robert 
Lloyd.”  The  object  of  this  poeni 
was  to  vindicate  his  conduct,  or  ra¬ 
ther  to  avow  it  in  the  face  of  the 
public.  The  64  Night”  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  firfl  book,  of  54  The 
Ghoff,”  a  work  that  took  its  rife 
from  a  ridiculous  hnpofture  carried 
on  in  Cock-lane,  near  Welt  Smith- 
field,  and  to  which  fome  men  of 
eminent  abilities  and  character  paid 
too  ferious  an  attention.  Neither1 
of  thefe  performances  being  -  fo  po¬ 
pular  as  the  Rofciad  and  the  Apo¬ 
logy,  Mr*  Churchill  was  defirous 
of  producing  fomething  which 
fliould  more  itrorgly  excite  the  cu¬ 
rio  fit  y  of  the  nation.  In  this  he 
fdcceeded,  though  we  mu  ft.  ever 
A  4  lament 
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lament  the  i ut>ie<51:  be  fixed  upon, 
and  the  turn  or  mind  with  which  it 
is  treated.  Availing  himlelf  of  the 
difputes  in  politics  which  were  then 
carried  on  with  peculiar  acrimony, 
and  influenced  by  private  friend¬ 
ship,  he  publifhed  his  “  Prophecy 
of  Famine,  a  Scots  Paftoral.”  Of 
this  piece  Mr.  Wilkes  is  laid  to  have 
pronounced,  before  its  appearance, 
that  he  was  fure  it  would  take,  as 
it  was  at  once  perfonal.  poetical, 
and  political.  His  prediction  was 
aceomplilhed ;  for  the  poem  had  a 
very  rapid  and  extenfive  fale,  and 
Churchill  was  extolled  by  his  ad¬ 
mirers  as  fu  peri  or  to  Pope.  This 
was  undoubtedly  carrying  his  praife 
to  an  undue  height  of  exaggeration. 
It  cannot,  however,  be  denied,  that 
the  author  has  difplayed  great  force 
of  abilities  in  the  Prophecy  of  Fa¬ 
mine;  though  the  malignity  which 
he  has  fliewn  againfl  Scotland  and 
its  inhabitants  is  totally  inexcufable. 

*  4<r  Whilll  the  literary  fame  of 

Mr-  Churchill  flood  thus  high  with 
a  huge  part,  at  lead,  of  the  public, 
his  perional  conduct  was  very  re- 
prehenfible.  He  laid  slide  alf  the 
external  decorums  of  his  profelfion, 
di veiled  himlelf  of  his  clerical  ha¬ 
bit,  and  appeared  in  the  drels  of  a 
blue  coat  with  metal  buttons,  a  gold 
laced  waiftcoat,  a  gold  laced  hat, 
and  ruffles.  This  part  of  his  beha¬ 
viour  was  wholly  difapproved  ef  by 
his  moll  intimate  friends.  They 
conhdered  it  as  a  very  blatneable 
oppolition  to  the  decencies  of  lite, 
and  as  likely  to  be  hurtful  to  his  in- 
tertfl ;  fmee  the  abilities  he  was 
pofiefTed  of,  and  the  figure  he  made 
in  political  contefls,  would  perhaps 
have  recommended  him  to  feme 
noble  patron,  1  rom  whom  he  might 
have  received  a  valuable  benefice. 
I  remember  well  that  he  drefied  his 
younger  foil  in  a  Scotch  plaid,-  like 
a  little  Highlander,  and  carried  him 
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every  where  in  that  garb.  The 
bov  being  alked  by  a  gentleman 
with  whom  1  was  in  company,  why 
he  was  cloathed  in  fuch  a  manner, 
smfwered  with  great  vivacity,  44  Sir, 
my  father  hates  the  Scotch,  and 
does  it  to  plague  them.”  In  other 
refpedls  Mr.  ChurchilVs  conduit' 
was  more  than  indifereet.  He 
plunged  into  various  irregularities, 
and  lived  no  longer  with  his  wife  ; 
though  whether  his  quitting  her 
was  at  this  particular  jimblure  we 
are  not  able  to  determine.  44  Some 
people,  obferves  a  certain  writer, 
have  been  unkind  enough  to  fay, 
that  Mrs.  Churchill  gave  the  firft 
juft  caule  of  feparation.  But  no¬ 
thing  can  be  more  falfe  than  this 
rumour ;  and  we  can  allure  the 
public,  that  her  conduit  in  private 
life,  and  among  her  acquaintance, 
was  ever  irreproachable.”  We 
have  our  doubts  concerning  the 
truth  of  what  is  here  ufterted,  not- 
withftanding  the  pofitivity  with 
which  it  is  delivered.  It  was  al¬ 
ways  underflood  in  Weflminfler, 
that  Mrs.  Churchill’s  imprudence 
kept  too  near  a  pace  with  that  of 
her  hufband.  However,  we  do  not 
hence  mean  in  the  leaft  to  juftify 
his  di  (orderly  and  licentious  manner 
of  living. 

44  Mr.  Churchill  being  now  em¬ 
barked  as  a  political  fatirift,  from 
which  character  he  derived  great 
fame  and  profit,  next  drew  his  pen 
againfl  a  man  whole  genius  he  ad¬ 
mired,  and  with  whom  he  and  Mr. 
Wilkes  had  long  been  in  the  habits 
of  frieiidfliip,  the  celebrated  Ho¬ 
garth.  It  mull  be  acknowieged 
that  Hogarth  himlelf  afforded  the 
original  caufe  of  offence.  in  a 
print,  called  the  Times,  he  had 
attacked  lord  Temple  and  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  loon  after  publifhed  a  caricature 
of  Mr.  Wilkes.  This,  which  w  is 
too  much  for  Churchill  to  bear, 

gave 


the  life  of  Charles  Churchill.  [9] 


%-wt  rife  to  the  Epiftle  to  William 
Hogarth,  wherein  that  eminent 

fc>  ' 

painter,  whilft  juftice  is  done  to  his 
extraordinary  talents,  is  treated 
with  all  the  feverity  of  fatire. 
When  Hogarth  had  formed  the  de- 
iign  of  holding  out  Lord  Temple, 
Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Churchill,  and  Mr. 
Wilkes,  to  the  public,  as  objects  of 
ridicule,  in  a  (cries  of  prints,  the 
laft  gentleman,  by  two  of  their 
common  acquaintance,  remonftrated 
with  him  again  ft  fuch  a  proceeding, 
as  what  would  not  only  be  unfriendly 
in  the  high  eft  degree,  but  extremely 
injudicious.  It  was  urged  to  him, 
that  fuch  a  pencil  ought  to  be  uni- 
verfal  and  moral,  to  fpeak  to  all 
ages,  and  to  all  nations,  not  to  be 
dippped  in  the  dirt  of  the  faction 
ct  a  day,  of  an  infignificant  part 
of  the  country,  when  it  might 
command  the  admiration  of  the 
whole.  It  would  have  been  well 
for  iV  r.  Hogarth,  if  he  had  liftened 
to  thfs  falutary  advice,  as  by  fo  do¬ 
ing  he  would  have  laved  himfell 
from  the  moft  extreme  mortifica¬ 
tion.  Churchill’s  fatire  ftruck  him 
ro  the  heart,  and  is  thought  to  have 
contributed  to  the  acceleration  of 
his  deceate.  Mr.  Hogarth’s  re¬ 
venge  againft  the  poet,  terminated 
in  vamping  up  an  old  print  of  a 
pug-dog  and  a  bear,  which  he  pub- 
Ifthed  under  the  title  of  The  Bruif- 
er,  C,  Churchill,  (once  the  rever¬ 
end!)  in  the  character  of  a  Ruffian 
Hercules,  &c.  So  feeble  a  blow  at 
his  antagonift  was  but  a  poor  com- 
penlation  for  the  deep  wound  he  had 
received.  It  mult  ever  be  lamented 
that  men  of  genius,  who  had  been 
intimate  friends,  and  might  have 
continued  fuch  as  long  as  they  lived, 
fhould  have  their  union  diftolved, 
and  difeord  l'own  among  them,  by 
the  demon  of  politics  and  party. 

44  The  poems  we  have  hitherto 
fpykcu  of  employed  Mr.  Churchill 


in  1761,  1762,  and  part  of  1763. 
During  the  fame  time  he  continued 
to  puolifh,  at  different  intervals. 
The  Ghoft,  the  fourth  and  conclud¬ 
ing  book  of  which  appeared  in  the 
lall  of  the  years  now  mentioned. 
The  moft  celebrated  paflage  in  this 
work  was  the  character  of  Pompofo, 
intended  for  Dr.  Johnlbn,  and 

which  was  much  extolled  bv  that 

•» 

gentleman’s  enemies.  The  doeftor 
had  offended  Churchill,  by  declar¬ 
ing  that  his  poetry  had  but  little 
merit.  The  only  reply  which  Dr. 
Johnlon  made  to  our  author’s  fatire 
was,  that  he  thought  him  a  (hallow 
fellow  in  the  beginning,  and  that  he 
could  fay  nothing  worfeof  him  ftill. 
Highly  as  we  reverence  this  emi¬ 
nent  writer’s  character  and  abilities, 
we  muft  exprefs  ourft  Ives  to  be  of  a 
different  opinion.  However  infe¬ 
rior  Churchill  might  be,  in  many 
refpedts,  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  did  not  defer ve  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  a  (hallow  fellow.  He  was 
undoubtedly  po defied  of  a  found 
and  vigorous  underftanding,  though, 
it  might  not  always  be  prudently 
and  happily  applied.  The  con¬ 
temptuous  terms  in  which  men  of 
real  genius  are  apt  to  fpeak  of  each 
other,  we  have  too  often  had  occa- 
fion  to  obferye  and  lament.  With 
regard  to  the  poem  of  The  Ghoft, 
it  may,  in  general,  be  remarked, 
that,  befides  its  being  compofed  in 
verfes  of  eight  fyllables,  it  is  writ¬ 
ten  in  a  very  defultory  and  digref- 
five  manner.  It  is  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine  what  plan  and  deftgn  the 
author  had  in  view,  and,  perhaps, 
he  could  fcarcely  have  explained 
the  matter  himfelf.  The  work, 
thcrefue,  doth  not,  upon  the  whole 
excite  much  of  our  approbation, 
though  there  are  in  it  lome  (bill¬ 
ing  and  beautiful  pafi’ages.  Even 
Lloyd,  the  great  panegyrift  of 
Churchill,  hints  at  the  fipvenly  na¬ 
ture 
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fare  of  the  compofition,  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  lines,  which  are,  indeed, 
put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Cobler  of 
Cripplegate. 

The  prieft,  I  grant,  has  fomething 
44  clever, 

t<  A  fomething  that  will  laid  for  ever. 

«  Let  him,  in  part,  be  made  your  pat- 
t(  tern, 

€C  Whofe  mule,  now  queen,  and  now  a 
44  flat  tern, 

<c  Trick’d  out  in  Rofciad  rules  the  roaft, 

<4  Turns  trapes  and  trollop  in  the  Ghoft, 

“  By  turns  both  tickles  us,  and  warms, 

And,  drunk  or  fober,  has  her  charms.” 

es  Nearly  at  the  time  when  the  laid 
book  of  the  Ghoft  appeared,  Mr. 
Churchill  publifhed  The  Confer¬ 
ence,  in  which  he  returned  to  his 
pfitai  meafure  of  verfe,  the  heroic, 
being  the  meafure  wherein  he  moft 
excelled  ;  though  he  had  lately  be¬ 
gun  to  introduce  into  it  too  many 
pro  laic  lines.  The  plan  of  the  po¬ 
em  is  fimilar  to  that  of  one  of 
Pope’s  fatires.  A  dialogue  is  lup- 
pofed  to  be  carried  on  between  the 
Author  and  a  noble  lord,  who  is  re- 
prefented  as  giving  him  much  good 
worldly  advice,  to  which  he  anfwers 
with  great  fpirit,  and  in  his  replies 
indulges  his  Satiric  vein  with  no 
fmall  degree  of  freedom.  One  of 
the  moft  linking  paftages  in  the 
Conference  is  that  in  which  he  ex- 
prelfes  the  deepeft  contrition  for  a 
recent  abtion  of  his  life,  that  was, 
indeed,  highly  to  his  diflionour. 
Pie  had  feduced  and  carried  off  the 
daughter  of  a  tradefman  in  Weft* 
minfter.  In  a  little  more  than  a 
fortnight  his  paffion  fublided,  and 
the  young  woman  became  very  furry 
for  her  crime.  Accordingly,  a  wife 
and  judicious  friend  wrote  for  her  a 
letter  to  her  father,  expreilive  of 
her  penitence,  and  of  her  defire  to 
return  home.  Her  father,  with 
equal  tendernefs  and  prudence,  re¬ 
ceived  her  into  his  hyufe  j  and  (he 


might  have  been  fully  reftored  to  A 
virtuous  conduc'd.,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  feverity  of  an  elder  hfter, 
who  was  continually  loading  her 
with  reproaches.  Wearied  with 
this  ufage,  flie  applied  to  Church- 
hill,  offering'  to  return  to  him 
again  ;  which  he  thought  him  fell 
bound  to  admit,  by  the  ideas  he  en¬ 
tertained  of  gratitude  and  honour. 
The  true  point  of  virtue  would  have 
been  to  have  provided,  as  amply  as 
he  could,  for  the  young  woman’s 
fupport,  and  to  have  had  no  crimi¬ 
nal  connexion  with  her  in  future. 

44  Our  author’s  next  poem,  if  we 
mi  flake  not,  was  1  he  Duellift,  in 
three  books,  written  in  verfes  of 
eight  fyllables.  The  occaiion  of  • 
the  work  gs  well  known,  being  Mr* 
Martin’s  challenge  to  Mr.  Wilkes  j 
and  it  is  not  lur prizing  Tat  Church- 
bilks  mufe  iliQuld  be  awakened  in 
the  c  a  life  of  his  friend.  The  Du¬ 
ellift  has  many  poetical  beauties* 
It  is  more  concife  than  the  Ghoft, 
more  corretd,  more  diretdlv  to  the 
purpofe;  though  one  principal  ob- 
jedl  of  it  was  to  fadrize -other  per¬ 
forms  befides  Mr.  Martin. 

44  Mr.  Churchill’s laft  publication 
in  1763,  feems  to  have  been  The 
Author,  and  it  is  one  of  the  moft 
plea iing  of  his  productions.  The 
former  part  of  it  is  not  remarkably 
fatirical;  but,  towards  &he 'conclu- 
fion,  the  poet  is  extremely  fevere 
again!!  certain  writers  of  the  time, 
elpecially  feme  political  writers. 
The  character  of  Kidgell,  the  In¬ 
former,  is  drawn  in  a  mafterly  mari¬ 
ner.  The  opinion  of  the  Monthly- 
Reviewers,  concerning  this  poem, 
was,  that  it  was  the  moft  agreeable 
and  the  moft  unexceptionable  of  all 
Mr.  Churchill’s' performances,  whe¬ 
ther  they  contidered  the  tendency  or 
the  fubjebbor  rhecxecution.  44  The 
44  interefls,”  fay  they,  44  of  genius 
and  learning  arc  cordially  cfpoufed 
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a  and  powerfully  fupported,  while 
the  contempt  of  profefled  igno- 
ranee,  and  the  fhaliownds  of 
44  pretenders  to  fcience,  are  juflly 
expo  fed,  and  lafhed  by  the  blame- 
ii  lefs  rod  of  general  fatire.”  Even 
with  regard  to  the  fatidical  ftrokes 
of  a  private  nature,  the  critics  add, 
that  if  the  cenfure  be  juft,  they 
fcarcely  know  how  to  blame  it. 
The  Critical  Reviewers,  though 
they  had  been  involved  in  a  conteft 
with  our  bard,  gave  a  like  teftimony 
on  this  oe calion,  4*  It  is  but  jui- 
44  tice,”  they  obferve,  44  to  Mr, 

44  Churchill,  to  acknowledge,  that 
44  his  reputation  as  a  poet  feetns  to 
44  rife  and  increafe  with  every  per- 
44  formance.  The  Conference  was 
64  much  fuperior  to  the  Ghoft,  and 
44  the  Author  is,  in  our  opinion,  a 
44  better  poem  than  the  Conference. 

44  The  fentiments  throughout  are, 

for  the  moft  part,  noble  and 
44  manly,  the  fatire  finely  pointed, 
44  the  expreffion  ftrong  and  nerv- 
44  ous.” 

44  Churchill’s  poetical  career  for 
1764,  began  with  the  firft  book  of 
his  Gotham,  which  was  confidered 
by  the  generality  of  readers  as  fo 
ft  range  and  irregular  a  p  rod  u  61  ion 
that  they  could  not  tell  what  judg¬ 
ment  to  form  of  the  writer’s  inten¬ 
tion.  As  he  proceeded  in  the  work, 
he  appeared  to  greater  advantage; 
and  it  became  marfifeft  from  the  ie- 
cond  and  third  books,  that  it  was 
his  chief  defign,  under  the  idea  ot 
his  being  proclaimed  King  of  Go¬ 
tham,  to  reprefen t  the  real  duty  ol 
a  monarch;  in  which  view  much 
good  inftrudion  is  conveyed.  This 
performance  is  lefs  fatirical  than 
moft  of  our  author’s  pieces.  Lpon 
the  whole,  Gotham  is  not  one  of 
the  pleafanteft  of  his  poems,  though 
it  contains  a  number  of  beautiful 
paiTages* 


L.ES  CHURCHILL.  [n] 

44  Churchill’s  next  production  wts 
The  Candidate,  which  took  Its  title 
from  the  conteft  that  had  been  car¬ 
ried  on  between  the  Earl  of  Hard- 
wicke  and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  for 
the  high-ftewardfhip  of  the  univer- 
fity  ot  Cambridge.  The  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  poem  is  veiy  fpirite.d; 
and  the  words,  44  Come,  Panegy- 
44  ric,”  introduce  one  of  the  fe¬ 
vered:  fatires  which  the  pen  of  man 
ever  wrote  a  gain  ft  a  nobleman  who 
has,  indeed,  often  been  the  fubjedi 
of -fatire;  perhaps  fo  much  as  to 
be  indifferent  and  carelcfs  about  the 
attacks  that  are  made  on  his  charac¬ 
ter.  The  Candidate  was  fucceeded 
by  The  Farewell,  wherein  the  poet 
is  reprefented  as  having  formed  a 
defign  to  quit  his  native  land,  from 
which  his  friend  endeavours  to  difi* 
fur.de  him.  Though  there  is  much 
goodfenfein  this  performance,  and 
feveral  excellent  obfervations  on 
philofophy,  and  the  love  of  our 
country,  it  cannot  be  confidered  as 
one  of  our  author’s  chief  works* 
It  is  deficient  in  poetical  fire,  and 
many  of  the  lines  are  feeble  and 
prolific.  Partly  from  a  confidence 
in  the  good  opinion  of  his  admirers, 
and  partly  from  the  neceffity  of  ob¬ 
taining  frequent  pecuniary  fupplies, 
Mr.  Churchill  now  became  too  neg¬ 
ligent  and  rapid  in  his  publications. 
In  his  fucceeding  produdtian,  enti¬ 
tled,  The  Times,  he  difplays  his 
ufual  vigour  and  fpirit.  The  cha- 
radters  of  Faber  and  Apicius,  who¬ 
ever  were  intended  by  them,  arc 
drawm  with  equal  ftrength  and  fe- 
verity.  The  fatire  of  the  poem  is 
principally  diredled  againft  an  un¬ 
natural  vice,  which  is  expofed  with 
an  energy  and  indignation  that  can¬ 
not  polfiblv  be  exceeded.  The 
matter  is,  indeed,  carried  to  the 
very  height  of  extravagance;  but 
this  extravagance  (hews,  at  the  fame 

time, 
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lime,  the  wonderful  powers  of  the 
author’s  mind,  and  his  juft  and 
bound  lei  s  detellation  of  the  crime 
againft  which  his  poetry  is  levelled. 

4t  Churchill’s  next  publication 
was  Independence,  a  poem  which 
does  nor,  in  every  part  of  it,  difplay 
the  vigour  of  imagination  that  is  ap¬ 
parent  in  fome  of  his  performances  : 
and  it  is,  alfo,  chargeable  with  the 
fault  we  have  more  than  once  had 
©ccalion  to  touch  upon,  the  fault  of 
card  els.  verfification.  It  contains, 
however,  feveral  fhining  pafTages ; 
and  a  lirong  vein  of  good  fenfe 
runs  through  the  whole.  Much  is 
faid  in  it  of  poets  and  pations; 
perhaps  as  much  as  the  fubjedt  will 
well  bear.  The  author  hath  admi¬ 
rably  reprefented  the  ifriking  con¬ 
trail:  between  an  effeminate  lord  and 
himfelf;  and  hath  drawn  bis  own 
picture  with  great  humour.  Inde¬ 
pendence  was  followed  by  The 
journey,  a  fhort  poem,  which  re¬ 
flects  no  difgrace  on  our  author’s 
abilities.  The  advice  of  his  friends 
and  bis  anlwer  to  it  are  well  con¬ 
ducted.  Towards  the  conclulion, 
he  indulges  himfelf  in  fatirizing  fe- 
veral  contemporary  poets.  Mr. 
Churchill’s  lalf  poetical  production 
was  the  dedication  of  his  fermons 
to  biffiop  Wat  burton,  which  is  writ¬ 
ten  with  his  ulual  feverirv  a  gain  ft 
that  eminent  prelate.  Some  parts 
of  it  are  very  fpirited,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  pafTages  which  begin 
with,  44  Health  to  great  Glofter.” 
If  the  fame  vigour  is  not  main¬ 
tained  through  the  whole,  it.  may 
be  obferved  that,  as  the  poem  was 
left  unfinifhed,  in  confecpience  of 
the  author’s  deceafe,  we  cannot  tell 
to  what  height  the  grave  irony  of 

o  o  j 

the  fatire  might  have  been  carried. 
"With  refpebf  to  the  fermons,  which 
are  ten  in  number,  two  upon  the 
nature  of  prayer  in  general,  and 
eight  upon  our  Lord’s  prayer, 


there  certainly  could  be  no  other 
reafon  for  publifhing  them  than  to 
obtain  the  benefit  of  a  large  fub- 
feription.  T he  preient  biographer, 
that  he  might  be  able  to  form  an 
exabt  judgrtrent,  hath,  with  exem¬ 
plary  patience,  read  them  all;  and 
he  is  obliged  to  pronounce  concern¬ 
ing  them,  that  they  are  written 
with  an  uniform  mediocrity;  and 
if  he  were  to  add  dulnefs,  he  would 
not  be  far  from  the  truth.  There 
is  no  animation  in  the  difeourfes ; 
nor  could  a  lingle  paflage  be  fflledt- 
ed  from  them,  which  dilplays  the 
fire  of  genius,  or  the  force  or  ima¬ 
gination.  I  he  fentin  ents  are  prac¬ 
tical,  and  not  ufually  to  be  found 
fault  with;  but  there  is  not  a 
thought  that  is  new,  or  which  in¬ 
dicates  any  peculiar  itrengrh  of 
conception.  The  ffyle  is  perfpi- 
cuous,  without  the  leaf!  pretenfions 
to  elegance.  There  is  a  dull  for¬ 
mality  in  it,  and  we  often  meet 
with  the  words  thereto,  therefrom, 
herefrom,  whereof,  hereunto,  and 
others  of  a  like  kind.  The  fer¬ 
mons  have  all  the  air  as  if  they  had 
been  compofed  bv  fome  plain  cler¬ 
gyman  in  the  beginning  of  the  cen¬ 
tury.  On  the  whole,  we  have  no 
idea  that  Mr.  Churchill  could  have 
been  the  author  of  them;  for 
furelv  whatever  came  from  his  pen 
muff  have  mani hefted  fome  traces  of 
the  natural  vigour  and  acutenefs  of 
his  mind.  He  probably  found 
them  in  his  father’s  clofet. 

“  In  the  latter  end  of  the  year 
1764,  our  poet  went  to  France,  to 
pay  a  viiit  to  his  friend  Mr.  Wilkes, 
who  was  then  in  that  kingdom.  Mr. 
Humphrey  Cotes  was  of  the  party. 
They  met  at  Boulogne,  where  Mr. 
Churchill  was  feized  with  a  miliary 
fever,  which  baffled  the  medical 
aid  of  two  phy ficians  of  (kill  and 
reputation  by  whom  he  was  attend¬ 
ed.  Mr.  Cotes,  who  was  a  great 
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advocate  for  Dr.  James’s  powder, 
infilled  upon  applying  it ,  to  which 
the  j»byiicLn$  confented,  but  laid, 
that  the  battle  was  loft.  They  ob- 
ferved,  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  the 
powder  produced  any  favourable  ef¬ 
fect,  it  would  operate  as  a  cathartic, 
or  by  perforation  ;  but  that  if  it 
a  died  as  an  emetic,  (which  was  in 
fadt  the  cafe)  the  patient  would  be 
immediately  carried  off.  The  event 
coriefponded  with  their  prediction, 
and  Mr.  Churchill  departed  this 
life  on  the  fourth  of  November,  at 
Boulogne,  in  the  thirty-fourth  year 
of  his  age.  When  the  violence  of 
the  diforder  threatened  his  dilfolu- 
tion,  the  phyiicians,  according  to 
the  law  of  France,  were  obliged  to 
acquaint  the  church  with  his  danger, 
that  the  priefts  might  attend  to  per¬ 
form  their  lpiritual  functions,  and 
efpeciaiiv,  as  being  a  proreftant,  to 
uie  their  endeavours  for  his  conver¬ 
sion.  Accordingly,  they  again 
and  again  demanded  admiffion  for 
this  purpofe ;  but  Mr.  Wilkes, 
with  that  politenefs,  addrefs,  and 
good  fenfe  which  he  is  lo  well 
known  to  poffefs,  parried  their  at¬ 
tempts,  and  prevented  them  from 
troubling  his  dying  friend.  Mr. 
Davies,  in  his  Life  of  Garrick,  up¬ 
on  what  he  thinks  good  authority, 
hath  related,  that  Churchill’s  laft 
words  were,  FVhat  a  fool  have  I 
been  !”  Though  he  might,  on  fe  ve¬ 
nd  accounts,  have  had  too  much 
caufe  to  make  fuch  a  reflection,  it 
is  not  true  that  it  was  made  by  him* 
This  we  have  been  allured  ot  by 
Mr.  Wilkes,  whole  teftimony  upon 
the  fubjeCt  rauft  be  decifive;  and 
the  fame  gentleman  hath  informed^ 
the  world,  that  the  goodnefs  ot 
Churchill’s  heart  and  the  firmnefs 
of  his  philofophy  were  in  full  luftre 
during  the  whole  time  of  his  very  fe- 
vere  illnefs  ;  and  that  the  amazing 
faculties  of  his  mind  were  not  in  the 


lead:  impaired  till  within  a  few  mo¬ 
ments  before  his  death.  The  de- 
ceai’e  of  a  man  of  fo  much  celebrity, 
and  of  fuch  popularity  with  a  large 
part  of  the  nation,  could  not  be 
received  with  indifference  ;  efpeci- 
ally  conftdering  the  early  period  of 
his  life,  and  the  fhort  courfe  of  fame 
which  he  had  run.  He  was  greatly 
lamented  by  his  acquaintance  and 
admirers  ;  but  no  one  was  fo  deeply 
affected  with  his  death  as  Robert 
Lloyd.  The  news  of  the  melan¬ 
choly  event  being  announced  to  him 
fomewhat  abruptly,  while  he  was 
fitting  at  dinner,  he  was  feized  with 
a  fudden  iicknefs,  and  faying  44  I 
lb  nil  follow  poor  Charles,”  took  to 
his  bed,  from  which  he  never  rofe 
again.  Beftdes  Churchill’s  great 
perfonal  friendfhip  for  Lloyd,  he 
had  been  remarkably  generous  to 
him  during  his  confinement  in  the 
Fleer,  having  all  that  time  allowed 
him  a  regular  ffipend.  Such  was, 
at  firft,  the  enthuftafm  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Churchill’s  memory,  that  there 
was  a  talk  of  erecting  a  monument 
to  him  in  Weftminfler-  Abbey  ;  but 
the  idea  foon  fubflded,  and  will 
fcarcely  ever  be  revived.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  infeription  in  the  clofe  ftyle 
of  the  ancients,  and  engraven  on  a 
lepulchral  urn  of  alabafter,  was 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  in¬ 
tended  by  him  to  give  the  true  cha¬ 
racter  of  our  author,  as  a  friend,  a 
poet,  and  a  patriot. 

“  CAROLO  CHURCHILL, 

44  Amico  jucundo, 

Poetae  acri, 

44  Civi  optime  de  patria  merito, 

“  P. 

*<  Johannes  Wilkes,  176$.” 

44  Our  opinion  of  Churchill,  asa. 
poet,  is  fufliciently  apparent  from 
what  hath  already  been  laid.  That 
he  had  great  force  of  genius  cannot 
iuflly  be  denied ;  and  there  ate 

fcarcely 
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Scarcely  any  of  his  performances  in 
which  the  natural  vigour  of  his 
mind  rs  not  in  fome  in  fiances  dis¬ 
played.  It  muft,  at  the  fame  time, 
be  acknowledged,  that  he  is  very 
unequal  in  his  compofitions.  Writ¬ 
ing  from  a  Spirit  of  party,  being 
<d eiiro us  of  gratifying  the  eagernefs 
of  his  admirers,  and  having  a  view 
to  his  cuftomary  tax  of  half  a 
crown  for  each  of  his  publications, 
he  was  too  rapid  in  fending  them 
into  the  world,  and  too  Solicitous  to 
fill  up  the  quantity  of  pages  expedit¬ 
ed  from  him,  to  attend  to  the  he- 
ceffary  art  of  blotting.  In  his  ver- 
iication  there  is  Sometimes  Such  a 
loofenefs  of  contexture,  as  brings  to 
our  memory  Oldham  and  Several  of 
the  poets  ot  the  lafl  century  5  whilft 
at  other  times  he  amply  fhews  how 
well  he  underftood  all  the  power  of 
flronsc  and  harmonious  numbers.  If 
his  life  had  been  protracted,  if  he 
had  been  placed  in  an  independent 
Situation,  if  he  could  have  united 
application  with  leifure,  he  might 
have  been  capable  of  producing 
fome  grand  work,  which  would  have 
refcued  his  name  for  ever  from  obli¬ 
vion.  Should  it  be  thought  that  a 
few  of  his  friends  have  extolled  him 
beyond  his  merit,  it  mu  ft  be  allow¬ 
ed  that  by  many  perfons  lie  was  un¬ 
duly  depreciated.  He  hath  aaorded 
a  remarkable  inftance  of  a  Hidden 
and  Short-lived  celebrity,  and  of  a 
more  than  ufual  rapidity  in  the  neg¬ 
lect  paid  to  his  writings.  Perhaps 
nothing  will  revive  the  memory  of 
them,  fo  as  to  caufe  them  to  be 
again  generally  read,  excepting  a 
new  edition  with  notes,  fully  ex¬ 
plaining  the  Satirical  and  historical 
alluftons.  This  was  what  Mr. 
Churchill  himfelf,  before  his  de- 
ceafe,  wifhed  to  be  done.  In  his 
will  is  the  following  palfagc  :  ci  I 
deft  re  my  dear  friend,  John  Wilkes, 


efq.  to  colled!  and  publish,  my  works ; 
with  the  remarks  and  explanations 
he  has  prepared,  and  any  others  he 
thinks  proper  to  make.”  Whether 
Mr.  Vv  ilkes  will  ever  have  leifure  or 
inclination  to  comply  with  this  re¬ 
quest,  we  are  not  able  to  Say.  Per¬ 
haps  the  time  is  not  yet  arrived  for 
taking  away  the  veil  from  certain 
objects  ;  and  perhaps  it  may  never 
be  deiirable  to  levive  party  matters, 
which,  though  not  funk  into  obli¬ 
vion,  have  happily  ceafed  to  inflame 
the  paffions  of  the  mind. 

64  Few  of  Mr.  Churchill’s  juvenile  : 
pieces  have  made  their  way  to  the 
prefs.  Some  of  them  are  to  be  met 
with  in  a  periodical  work,  entitled! 
44  The  Library,”  which  was  pub- 
lifned  a  little  more  than  twenty  years 
ago ;  and  the  poetical  department 
et  which  was  conducted,  for  Several ; 
months,  by  our  author  and  his* 
friend  Lloyd.  Six  of  ChurchilPss 
Letters  to  Mr.  Wilkes  are  in  the' 
collection  printed  by  that  gentlemans 
in  1769.  Our  poet  was  a  moil  ar¬ 
dent  admirer  of  Dryden,  but  had 
contracted  an  enmity  to  Pope.  7  he;, 
reafons  of  it,  which  are  fully  aft- 
Signed  in  the  publication  juft  refer¬ 
red  to,  do  not  appear  to  be  Satis¬ 
factory.  A  fin  cere  regard  to  Pope  , 
is  not  inconiiftent  with  the  moil 
zealous  admiration  of  Dryden.  Mr.! 
Churchill  left  two  Sons,  the  young- 
eft  of  whom  was  generoufly  edu¬ 
cated  at  the  expence  of  doctor,  now, 
fir  Richard  Jebb,  bart. 

4 4 Our  author  has  unhappily  added 
another  name  to  the  catalogue,  al¬ 
ready  too  numerous  in  literary  hif— 
tory,  of  thofe  men  of  genius  who 
would  have  arifen  to  a  much  greater, 
excellence  in  writing,  and  to  a  far: 
more  illuftrious  reputation,  had: 
their  intellectual  talents  been  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  uniform  prac¬ 
tice  of  virtue.” 


The 
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The  LIFE  ot  Dr.  CLAYTON,  Biffiop  of  CLOG  HER 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


Layton  'Robert),  an  excellent 
and  learned  prelate  ot  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  was  born  at 
Dublin,  in  the  year  1695.  The 
family  from  which  he  was  defcend- 
;d,  were  the  Claytons  of  Fulwood 
in  Lancashire,  whofe  eft  ate  he  be- 
came  poflcifed  of,  by  right  of  inhe¬ 
ritance.  His  father.  Dr.  Clayton, 
was  min  lifer  of  St.  Michael’s,  Dub¬ 
lin,  and  dean  of  Kildare  ;  who,  be¬ 
ing  defirous  that  his  fon  Robert 
fli 011  Id  receive  the  bell  clafiicai  edu¬ 
cation,  fent  him  to  We  ft  minder 
fchool ;  where,  befides  enjoying  the 
inftructions  of  the  able  mailers  of 
that  fchool,  he  was  put  under  the 
private  tuition  of  Zachary  Pearce, 
then  a  king’s  fcholar,  and  afterwards 
fucceiiiveiy  biftiop  of  Bangor  and 
Rochefter*  From  fuch  a  connex- 
ion,  Mr.  Clayton  could  not  avoid 
deriving  particular  advantage  ;  and 
the  two  young  gentlemen  formed  a 
mutual  friend  flop,  which  was  pre- 
ferved,  by  a  regular  correfpondence, 
to  the  end  of  their  lives  From 
Weftminfter  fchool,  Dr.  Clayton 
removed  his  fon  to  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  of  which,  in  due  time,  he 
became  a  fellow.  Not  fadsfied 
with  having. received  a  merely  fcho- 
laftie  education,  he  was  defirous  of 
adding  to  it  the  benefits  ot  foreign 
travel ;  and  accordingly  made  the 
tour  of  Italy  and  France.  From 
whom  Mr.  Clayton  received  holy 
orders,  what  preferments  he  had 
before  he  was  railed  to  the  epifeo- 
pacy,  and  when  he  took  his  de¬ 
grees,  vve  are  not  informed  ;  only 
we  find,  that  he  was  become  Doctor 
of  Divinity  in  1729.  I11  1728,  he 

entered  into  the  matrimonial  lda- 

1  .  ,  1  1  -  •  • 


tion,  which  he  was  well  able  to  do 
in  the  manner  that  was  entirely 
agreeable  to  his  own  inclinations, 
by  his  having  come  into  the  poffef- 
fion  of  an  affluent  eftate,  in  confe- 
q ue nee  of  his  father’s  deceafe.  Some 
time  before  his  marriage,  with  a 
fcrupulofity  very  unufuai,  he  openly 
refigned  his  fellowfhip,  without  tak¬ 
ing  the  leaft  meafures  to  ©btain  in 
lieu  of  it  any  ecclefiaftical  benefice. 
The  lady  he  married  was  Catharine, 
daughter  of  lord  chief  baron  Don- 
nellan.  Her  fortune,  which  was 
not  coniiderable,  he  made  a  prefent 
of  to  her  fifter.  He  behaved  with 
the  fame  generofny  to  his  own  three 
lifters :  for,  not  thinking  the  pro¬ 
vision.  that  had  been  made  for  them 
to  be  fufficient  for  fupporting  the 
genteel  ftyle  of  life  in  which  they 
had  been  educated,  he  gave  to  each 
of  them  as  much  more  as  had  been 
bequeathed  to  them  by  their  father’s 
will.  He  has  often  been  heard  to 
relate,  with  pleafantry,  the  pains 
which  his  lather  took  to  engage  him 
to  feek  after  a  wife  with  a  plentiful 
dowry.  The  old  gentleman,  in  or¬ 
der  to  obtain  his  Ion’s  compliance, 
would  argue,  that  a  lady’s  bellow¬ 
ing  upon  him  a  large  fortune,  was 
the  furell  teftimony  file  could  exhi¬ 
bit  of  her  fincere  and  unfeigned  af¬ 
fection.  But  our  doctor,  whole 
mind  was  far  raifed  above  pecuniary 
confederations,  was  refolved  to  fol¬ 
low  the  dictates  of  his  own  heart. 
He  valued  money  only  for  the  ho¬ 
nourable  life  which  might  be  made 
of  it  ;  and  liberality  and  munifi¬ 
cence  conftituted  a  prime  part  of  his 
character.  It  was  an  extraordinary 
inftance  of  this  difpofitian,-  which 

con- 
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contributed  towards  his  more  fpeedy 
advancement  t*  the  hiyh  rank  which 
he  fudained  in  the  church. 

u  Soon  after  Dr.  Clayton’s  mar¬ 
riage,  he  went  with  his  lady  to  Eng¬ 
land,  to  pafs  a  winter  in  London. 
WhiHl  he  redded  in  the  metropolis, 
a  perfon  in  dill  refled  circum  fiances 
applied  to  him  for  Riddance,  which 
he  declined  at  fir it  to  contribute, 
from  a  fufpicion  that  there  was  fome 
impofture  in  the  dory.  But  the  pe¬ 
titioner  appealing  to  the  tedimony 
of  Dr.  Samuel  Clarke  for  a  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  cafe,  Dr.  Clayton 
defired  to  have  a  certificate  under 
that  gentleman’s  own  hand.  This, 
accordingly,  was  procured  and  pre« 
fen  ted  to  Dr.  Clayton  ;  upon  which, 
indead  of  the  uiual  donation  on  fuch 
occafions,  he  gave  to  the  necellitous 
man  no  lefs  a  fum  than  three  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  which  was  the  whole 
that  he  wanted  to  make  him  eafy  in 
the  world.  An  abfion  of  fo  uncom¬ 
mon  a  nature  could  not  fail  of  in¬ 
troducing  our  divine  to  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  Dr.  Clarke,  which  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  mutual  edeem  and  friend- 
fhip,  and  by  a  free  difcuifion  of 
theological  fubjedts.  The  refult  ot 
the  converfations  that  pafied  be¬ 
tween  them,  was  Dr.  Clayton’s 
embracing  thofe  religious  principles 
to  which  he  adhered  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  This  he  hath 
been  heard  frequently  to  declare  to 
his  friends. 

4‘  Dr.  Clarke  carried  to  queen  Ca¬ 
roline  an  account  of  Dr.  Clayton’s 
remarkable  beneficence,  and  it  made 
a  powerful  impredion  on  her  ma- 
jedy’s  mind  in  favour  of  his  cha¬ 
racter  ;  which  irripn  id  >n  was  drong- 
ly  enforced  by  the  good  offices  of 
lady  Sundon.  This  accomplfihed 
ladv,  the  favourite  of  the  queen, 
and  the  particular  friend  of  Clarke 
and  Hoadly,  had  been  married  to  a 
Mr.  Clayton,  no  very  aidant  reU-> 
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tion  of  our  worthy  divine.  Indeed 
it  is  by  her  name  of  Mrs.  Clay 
ton,  rather  than  that  ot  lady  Sun: 
don,  that  die  has  been  mod  knovvr 
in  the  world.  Such  a  powerful  fil¬ 
tered,  in  connexion  with  Dr.  Clay 
ton’s  perfonal  merit,  procured  fa 
him  an  immediate  recommendation  , 
from  her  majefty,  to  lord  Carteret 
then  chief  governor  of  Ireland,  four 
the  very  firlt  bifhoprick  that  fhouk  i 
become  vacant.  An  opportunity 
of  this  kind  foon  happened,  by  tht 
trandation  of  Dr,  Robeit  Howard! 
bifliop  of  Killala,  to  the  fee  of  El- 
phin.  It  appears  from  Dr.  Bonk 
ter’s  letters,  at  that  time  primate  o 
Ireland,  that  he  was  well  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  dehgn  which  was  them 
formed  in  England  for  railing  Dr 

o  »n> 

Clayton  to  the  prelacy.  Nor  doe: 
the  archbidiop  appear  to  have  hac 
any  objection  to  this  intention  ;  onl) 
he  would  have  preferred  Dr.  Clay¬ 
ton’s  being  appointed  t©  the  bifhopria 
of  Clonfert.  He  was,  however 
advanced  to  the  epifcopal  feat  oi> 
Killala,  in  January,  17 20-30.  Ir; 
this  iituution  he  continued  till  No¬ 
vember,  I735»  when  he  was  tranff 
lated  to  the  fee  of  Cork,  upon  the 
death  of  Dr.  Peter  Brown.  Thfl 
biihopric  of  Derry  having  become 
vacant  fome  months  before,  the 
primate  Boulter  was  apprehenfivd 
led  Dr.  Clayton  fliould  immediately 
be  removed  thither  from  Killala 
This  did  not  arife  from  any  dillikt. 
which  his  grace  had  to  our  prelate, 
but  from  his  being  of  opinion  tha 
fo  young  a  man,  and  fo  young  e 
hi  (hop,  ought  not  to  be  promote* 
with  iuch  rapidity  to  the  riched  fee 
in  the  kingdom,  as  it  would  create 
great  uneafinefs  to  thofe  who  ha* 
been  longer  ieated  on  the  epifeopa 
bench.  It  appears,  from  two  of  the 
good  arebbiinop’s  letters,  that  h< 

was  afraid  of  Mrs.  Clayton’s  adti 
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vity  on  this  accalion  3  from  whicl 


/ 


THE  LIFE  OF  Dr,  CLAYTON. 


it  rrsay  be  collected,  that  file  was  a 
woman  of  intereft  and  fpirit,  and 
probably  of  ambition.  What  the 
primate  propofed  was,  that  Dr.  Horr, 
bifhop  of  Kiimore,  (hould  be  re¬ 
moved  to  Derry,  and  Dr.  Clayton 
to  Kiimore.  This  arrangement, 
however,  did  not  take  place.  It 
was  thought  necelfary  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice  that  the  excellent  Dr. 
Rundle,  who  had  been  unjuftly  and 
malignantly  perfecuted  in  England, 
fhould  be  promoted  to  the  bifhopric 
of  Derry  ;  and  the  government 
took  the  opportunity,  which  hap¬ 
pened  not  long  after,  of  advancing 
Dr.  Clayton  to  the  fee  of  Cork, 
from  which  he  was  tranilated  to  that 
of  Clogher,  in  1741;. 

u  Hitherto  we  nave  feen  little  or 
nothing  of  our  prelate  in  his  lite¬ 
rary  capacity  ;  and  it  is  remarkable, 
that  he  had  been  many  years  a  biiliop 
before  be  was  at  all  known  in  the 
world  as  a  man  of  eminent  learning. 
It  is  certain,  that  he  laid  a  good 
foundation  of  literature  in  early 
life,  and  his  progrefs  in  it  might 
be  greater  than  was  commonly  ap¬ 
prehended  ;  but  this  was  a  fecret, 
at  lead  to  his  acquaintance  in  ye- 
neraL  Being  diftinguifhed  for  the 
politenefs  of  his  manners,  converf- 
ing  much  with  the  ladies,  and  mix¬ 
ing  frequently  in  public  fociety,  the 
character  of  the  fcholar  was  loft  in 
that  of  the  gentleman.  It  is  in¬ 
deed,  probable,  that  his  application 
to  ftudy  grew  more  intenfe  as  he 
advanced  in  years  ;  and  he  is  men¬ 
tioned  as  an  inftance  (we  prefume 
not  to  fay  that  it  is  an  uncommon  one) 
of  a  man’s  having  been  rendered 
better  by  his  exaltation  to  a  bslhop- 
ric.  So  unfavourable  an  idea  was 
entertained  of  bis  erudition,  that 
when  he  publifhed  his  fir  ft  work  it 
was  not  believed  to  be  bis  own. 
But  this  prejudice,  which  a  role 
from  an  ignorance  of  the  valuable 
1784. 


manner  in  which  Dr.  Clayton  had 
fpent  his  time,  was  foon  removed  ; 
and  the  whole  world  became  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  folid,  various,  and 
extend ve  learning.  Excepting  a 
letter  written  to  the  Royal  Society, 
upon  a  fubjed  of  no  great'  conse¬ 
quence,  his  firft  publication  was  an 
“  Introduction  to  the  Hiftoty  of 
the  Jews,”  which  was  afterwards 
tranilated  into  French,  and  printed 
at  Leyden.  Not  having  feen  this 
performance,  we  cannot  afeertain 
the  year  of  its  appearance.  Our 
prelate’s  next  work  was,  “  The 
Chronology  of  the  Hebrew  Bible 
vindicated  ;  the  Facts  compared 
with  other  ancient  Hiftories,  and 
the  Difficulties  explained,  from  the 
Flood  to  the  Death  of  Mofes  ;  to- 
gether  with  fome  Conjectures  in  Re¬ 
lation  to  Egypt,  during  that  Period 
of  Time  ;  alfo  two  Maps,  in  which 
are  attempted  to  be  fettled  the  Jour- 
neyings  of  the  Children  of  Ifrael.” 
This  elaborate  production  was  print** 
ed  in  quarto,  in  1747,  and  contains 
a  variety  of  observations,  which 
deferve  the  attention  of  the  learned 
reader.  From  the  time  of  Ulher, 
the  chronology  of  the  Hebrew  Bi~ 
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ble  has  been  generally  adopted  by 
the  divines  of  our  own  country.  Of 
late,  indeed,  that  of  the  Septuagint 
has  been  ably  defended  by  Mr. 
Jackfon  ;  and  fpeculative  men  will 
find  abundant  eaufe  for  doubt,  with 
regard  to  a  fubject  which  will  always 
be  attended  with  difficulties  that  are 
not  capable  of  being  eafily  and  fully 
explained.  In  1749,  bifhop  Clay¬ 
ton  publiibed  a  “  Diftertation  on 
Prophecy;”  in  which  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  fhevv,  from  a  joint  com- 
parifon  of  the  Prophecies  of  Daniel, 
and  the  Revelations  of  St.  John, 
that  the  final  end  of  the  difperfion 
of  the  Jew's  will  be  coincident  with 
the  ruin  of  the  popedom,  and  take 
place  about  the  year  2000.  If,  in 
B  dif- 
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difcufiing  matters  of  fo  disputable  a 
nature,  our  author  fiiould  be  thought 
to  have  failed  in  precifely  eftablifh- 
ing  the  point  he  had  in  view,  it  may 
be  remembered,  that,  if  he  has 
been  miftaken,  he  has  only  erred 
with  many  able  men  who  have  gone 
before  him  in  the  fame  walk  of 
theological  literature.  The  Differ- 
tation  on  Prophecy  was  followed  by 
an  44  Impartial  Enquiry  into  the 
Time  of  the  Coming  of  the  Mef- 
ffah,”  in  two  letters  to  an  eminent 
Jew,  printed  fir  ft  feparately,  and 
then  together,  in  1751.  In  thefe 
letters,  and  efpecially  in  the  fecond 
of  them,  the  biffiop  of  Clogher 
caiTplays  himfeif  to  great  advantage. 
The  arguments  are  addrefled  folely 
to  the  Jews,  to  convince  them  of 
their  error  in  rejecting  the  meffiah- 
jfliip  of  Jefus  ;  and  the  fubjedt  is 
treated  of  with  true. learning,  can¬ 
dour,  and  judgment.  I11  the  fame 
year  (1751)  appeared  the  44  Effay 
on  Spirit  a  performance  which 
excited  a  very  general  attention, 
which  has  not  yet  loft  its  celebrity, 
and  which  was  productive  of  a  large 
and  fruitful  controverfy.  The  whole 
title  of  the  book  is,  44  An  Effay  on 
Spirit,  wherein  the  Dodlrine  ot  the 
Trinity  is  confidered  in  the  Light 
of  Reafon  and  Nature,  as  well  as  in 
the  Light  in  which  it  was  held  by 
the  ancient  Hebrews,  compared  alfo 
with  the  Dodtrine  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teftament  ;  with  an  Enquiry 
into  the  Sentiments  of  the  primitive 
Fathers  of  the  Church,  and  the 
Dodtrine  of  the  Trinity,  as  main¬ 
tained  by  the  Egyptians,  Pythago¬ 
reans,  and  Platonifts ;  together  with 
feme  Remarks  on  the  Athanafian 
ana  Nieene  Creeds/’  8vo.  It  is 
plain,  from  this  long  title  page, 
that  the  work  abounds  with  various 
difeuffion  ;  and,  indeed,  the  author 
hath  given  free  Icope  to  his  fpecu- 
lations.  Beginning  with  aferies  of 
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metaphyfical  obfervations,  he  rifes, 
by  degrees,  to  his  principal  objedi, 
which  is  to  affert  the  inferiority  ot 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Spirit,  to  the 
Father  ;  and  this  point  he  hath  fuf- 
tained  with  lingular  ingenuity,  and 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  ability. 
We  think,  at  the  lame  time,  that 
he  hath  indulgeed  too  freely  to  ima¬ 
gination  and  conje£fcure  ;  and  that 
he  might  have  confined  the  quef- 
tion,  with  greater  advantage,  to  the 
direcd  and  limple  ftandard  of  ferip-  . 
ture.  In  the  dedication  of  the 
work  to  Dr.  George  Stone,  then 
lord  primate  of  Ireland,  the  matter 
of  fubfeription  is  confidered  ;  and 
it  is  contended,  that  the  articles  of 
religion  are  only  required  to  be  fub- 
feribed  as  articles  of  peace.  What 
the  writer  has  advanced  upon  this 
head  hath  had  feme  proper  ftridtures 
made  upon  it  by  the  acute  and 
learned  author  of  the  Ccnfeffional. 
But  though  our  effay  iff  was  for  ad¬ 
mitting  fubfeription  with  a  certain  la¬ 
titude,  he  thought  that  the  dodlrines 
impofed  ought  to  be  as  plain,  few, 
and  fundamental  as  poffible  ;  and  he 
ardently  wiffied  for  fome  degree  of 
reformation  in  the  church,  and  ef¬ 
pecially  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Athanafian  Creed. 

44  It  is  a  remarkable  fad!,  and 
hitherto  not  known  in  the  world, 
that  the  Effay  on  Spirit  was  not  ac¬ 
tually  written  by  the  biffiop  of 
Clogher.  The  real  author  of  It 
was  a.  young  clergyman  in  our  pre¬ 
late’s  diocefe,  who  {hewed  the  ma¬ 
il  ufeript  to  his  lordfliip,  and,  for 
reafons  which  may  eafily  be  con¬ 
ceived,  expreffed  his  fear  of  ven¬ 
turing  to  print  it  in  his  own  name. 
The  biffiop,  with  that  romantic 
generofity  which  marked  his  cha¬ 
rade  r,  readily  took  the  matter  upon 
himfeif j  and  determined  to  fuftaiiv 
all  the  obloquy  that  might  arife 
from  the  publication.  He  did  nor, 

in- 
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Indeed,  abfolutely  avow  the  work, 
nor  could  he  do  it  with  truth  :  but 
by  letting  it  pais  from  his  hands  to 
the  preis,  and  covering  it  with  the 
dedication,  which  was  of  his  own 
writing,  he  managed  tire  affair  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  treatife  was 
univerfally  afcribed  to  him  ;  and  it 
was  openly  confidered  as  his,  in  all 
the  attacks  to  which  it  was  expofed. 
Few  perfons,  excepting  Dr.  Bar¬ 
nard,  the  prefent  dean  of  Derry, 
knew  the  fact  to  be  otherwife;  and 
he  hath  authorized  Dr.  Thomas 
Campbell  to  alllire  the  public,  that 
the  bifliop  of  Clogher  was  only  the 
adopted  father  of  the  u  Eilay  on 
Spirit/’  One  effect  of  our  prelate’s 
condudt  in  this  matter  was,  his  be¬ 
ing  prevented  from  riling;  to  a  higher 
ieat  in  the  church.  In  1752,  upon 
the  death  of  Dr.  Horr,  he  was  re¬ 
commended  by  the  duke  of  Dorfet, 
then  viceroy  of  Ireland,  to  the  va¬ 
cant  archbilliopric  of  Tuam.  But  a 
negative  was  put  upon  him  in  Eng¬ 
land,  folely  on  account  of  his  being 
regarded  as  the  writer  of  the  Elfay. 

The  next  appearance  of  Dr. 
Clayton  from  the  prefs,  was  in  a 
work  undoubtedly  his  own  ,*  and 
that  was  his  44  Vindication  of  the 
Hiftories  of  the  Old  and  New  Tef- 
tament ;  in  an  liver  to  the  Objec¬ 
tions  of  the  late  Lord  Bolingbroke  ; 
in  two  Letters  to  a  young  Noble¬ 
man,”  8 vo.  1752,  This  was  only 
the  fir  ft  part  of  his  deftgn,  and  it  is 
executed  with  great  ability «  The 
iniftakes,  in  particular,  to  which 
lord  Bolingbroke’s  obiebtions  to  fe- 
veral  parts  of  fcripture  were  owing, 
are  well  expofed  and  confuted,  in 
171/3,  the  bifliop  of  Clogher  pub- 
li fired  44  A  journal  from  Grand 
Cairo  to  Mount  Sinai,  and  back 
again.  Tranflated  from  a  Manu- 
fcript,  written  by  the  Prefetro  of 
Egypt,  in  Company  with  the  Mil'- 
fionaries  de propaganda  F idt  at  Grand 
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Cairo.  To  which  are  added,  fome 
Remarks  on  the  Origin  of  Hiero¬ 
glyphics  and  the  Mythology  of  the 
ancient  Heathens.”  Dedicated  to 
the  Society  of  Amig||Hes,  London* 
4-to.  "  An  edition  vvas  likewife  print¬ 
ed  in  8 vo.  ft  he  bifliop,  having  be¬ 
come  poflefted  of  the  original  jour¬ 
nal  from  Grand  Cairo  to  Mount 
binai,  and  which  had  been  men- 
t.oned  by  Dr.  Pbcocke  in  his  Tra¬ 
vels  through  the  Eaft,  communi¬ 
cated  this  tranflation  of  it  to  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries,  with  a  view 
of  exciting  them  to  make  fome  en¬ 
quiry  into  certain  ancient  charac¬ 
ters,  which,  as  appears  from  the 
journal,  are  difcovered  in  great 
numbers  in  the  wildeniefs  of  Sinai, 
at  a  place  well  known  by  the  name 
of  Gebel  el  Mukatah,  or  the  writ¬ 
ten  Mountains.  By  carefully  copy¬ 
ing  a  good  quantity  of  thefe  letters, 
his  lord  ft)  ip  apprehended  that  the 
ancient  Hebrew  character,  which  is 
now  loft,  might  be  recovered  ;  and 
he  was  of  opinion*  that  if  a  per  ion 
were  fent  on  purpofe  to  live  for  fome 
time  at  Tor,  on  the  coaft  of  the 
Red  Sea,  he  might  make  fuch  an 
acquaintance  with  the  Arabs  living 
near  the  Written  Mountains,  by 
the  civility  of  his  behaviour,  and 
frequently  making  them  fmall  pre¬ 
sents,  that  it  would  be  no  great  dif¬ 
ficulty,  in  fix  months,  or  there¬ 
abouts,  to  attain  the  defined  end* 
As  this  would  require  a  good  capa¬ 
city  in  the  peril  n  employed,  and 
be  attended,  likewife, ..  with  con  fi¬ 
de  table  expence,  Dr..  Clayton, 
thought  proper  to  apply  to  the  So¬ 
ciety  abovementionea,  to  look  out 
for  fonie  man  of  fuch  education  and 
ch arable r  as  well  qualified  him  for 
the  undertaking.,  The  bifliop,  at 
the  fame  time,  offered  to  hear  any 
proportion  of  the  expet  ce  the  fo~ 
ciety  flhould  think  fit,  in  order  to 
have  the  defign  thorouHdv  effeded. 
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I  lum  which  he  propofed  to  give, 
agreeably  to  the  cuftomary  genero¬ 
sity  of  his  temper,  was  a  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  for  five  years.  Be¬ 
tides  procuring  a  copy  of  the  un¬ 
known  characters  to  be  found  on 
the  mountains  of  Mokatah,  our 
prelate  had  another  object  in  view, 
which  was,  to  have  a  particular  de¬ 
scription  of  the  fecond  hone  ftruck 
by  Moles,  as  mentioned  in  the 
twentieth  chapter  of  Numbers.  Of 
this  hone,  which  has  lain  unno¬ 
ticed  by  any  traveller  of  confe- 
quence  for  fo  many  thoufand  years, 
mention  is  made  in  the  Journal 
from  Cairo  ;  and  it  was  looked  upon 
by  his  lordfhip  as  an  attefhtion  of 
the  truth  of  the  Mofaical  Hiftory 
written  by  the  finger  of  God.  For 
this  reafon,  independently  of  all 
curiofity,  the  bifliop  thought  it 
would  be  worth  while  to  employ 
fome  perfon  to  go  thither,  who 
fliould  be  very  exaCt  in  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  it.  It  doth  not  appear, 
that  any  meafures  were  taken  by 
the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  in  con- 
fequence  of  thcl'e  proportions. 
However,  what  Dr.  Clayton  had 
publifhed  excited  the  attention  of 
fucceeding  travellers.  The  cele¬ 
brated  Mr.  Edward  Wortley  Mon¬ 
tagu,  in  particular,  made  a  journey 
from  Cairo  to  the  Defart  of  Sinai, 
with  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  feeing 
and  defcribing  the  objeCts  propofed 
by  the  bilhop.  With  regard  to  the 
Written  Mountains,  the  refult  of 
his  enquiry  was  not  agreeable  to 
the  expectations  which  our  good 
prelate  had  formed  upon  the  fub- 
jeCt.  On  examining  the  characters, 
Mr.  Montagu  was  greatly  dilap- 
pointed,  in  finding  them  every 
where  interfperfed  with  figures  of 
men  and  beaits,  which  convinced 
him  that  they  were  not  written  by 
the  Ifraelites.  It  will  be  difficult, 
he  fays,  to  guefs  what  the  infcrip- 
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tions  were  ;  and  lie  expreffes  his 
fear,  that  if  it  ever  fliould  be  dis¬ 
covered  what  they  contain,  nothing 
important  would  be  the  effeCt  of  the 
difcovery.  If  our  recolleCtion  doth 
not  fail  us,  the  refearches  of  more 
recent  travellers  have  been  equally 
unfuccefsful, 

“  In  1754,  the  bifliop  of  Clogher 
favoured  the  literary  world  with  the 
fecond  part  of  his  4 4  Vindication  of 
the  Hidories  of  the  Old  and  New 
Tedament.  Wherein  the  Mofaical 
Hiftory  of  the  Creation  and  Deluge 
is  philofophically  explained ;  the 
Errors  of  the  prefent  Theory  of  the 
Tides  deteCted  and  rectified  :  toge¬ 
ther  with  fome  Remarks  on  the 
Plurality  of  W7orids.  In  a  Series 
of  Letters  to  a  young  Nobleman. 
Adorned  with  feveral  explanatory 
Cuts,5’  8vo.  This  tract  abounds 
with  curious  difquifitions,  and  with 
learned  criticifm  ;  in  the  whole  of 
which  the  author  hath  difplayed 
lingular  ingenuity  :  but  that  his 
judgment  is  qqual  to  his  ingenuity, 
we  dare  not  take  upon  ourfelves  ab- 
folutely  to  affert.  Dr.  Clay  toll’s 
account  of  the  formation  of  the 
earth  and  of  the  deluge,  was  at¬ 
tacked  by  Mr.  Alexander  Catcotf, 
a  gentleman  of  the  Hutchinfoniati 
principles,  but  of  greater  learning 
and  candour  than  ufually  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  advocates  for  Mr. 
Hutchinfon’s  method  of  explaining 
the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  Tedament. 
Our  prelate’s  next  publication  was 
in  175  c;,  and  confided  only  of  fome 
letters  which  had  palled  between 
his  lordfhip,  when  bifliop  of  Cork, 
and  Mr.  William  Penn,  on  the  fub- 
jeCpof  baptifm.  The  point  in  de¬ 
bate  was,  What  is  the  baptifm  of 
Chrid,  and  wherein  does  it  con  fid  ? 
Mr.  Penn  urged  the  arguments  of 
Mr.  Barclay7,  to  dievv  that  the  bap¬ 
tifm  of  the  Spirit  is  the  fame  with 
the  true  Chriftian  baptifm  com¬ 
manded 
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tnanded  by  our  Saviour,  Matthew 
xxviii.  19.  Our  author  contended, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  the  true 
Chri. Ilian  baptifm  is  to  continue  to 
the  end  of  the  world  ;  whereas  the 
baptifm  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  has  not 
continued,  but  ceafed  with  the  ceaf- 
ing  of  miracles. 

44  We  come  now  to  an  event  of 
great  confequence  in  the  biiliop  of 
Clogher’s  lire.  He  had  long  been 
dilfatisfied  with  the  Athanafian 
Creed,  nor  did  he  approve  of  the 
Nicene  Creed  in  every  particular  ; 
on  which  accounts  he  was  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  difturbed,  that  they  continued 
to  be  a  part  of  the  liturgy  of  the 
church.  Thefe  fentiments  he  had 
declared  in  his  writings  ;  but  this, 
upon  mature  deliberation,  did  not 
appear  to  him  to  be  a  fufficient  dis¬ 
charge  of  his  Chriflian  duty.  He 
determined,  therefore,  to  avow  the 
fame  fentiments  in  his  legiflative  ca¬ 
pacity  ;  and  accordingly,  on  Mon- 
day,  the  2d  of  February,  1756,  he 
propofed,  in  the  Irifii  houfe  of 
lords,  that  the  Nicene  and  Atha¬ 
nafian  Creeds  fhould,  for  the  futyire, 
be  left  out  of  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Church  of  Ireland.  The  fpeech 
which  our  prelate  delivered  upon 
this  interefling  occafion,  being  taken 
down  in  fliort-hand,  was  afterwards 
publifhed,  and  hath  gone  through 
feveral  editions.  When  the  bilhop 
returned  from  the  houfe  of  peer?, 
he  expreffed  to  a  gentleman,  who 
accompanied  him  in  his  coach,  his 
entire  fatisfadtion  with  what  he  had 
done.  He  faid,  that  his  mind  was 
eafed  of  a  load  which  had  long  lain 
upon  it;  and  that  he  now  enjoyed 
a  heart-felt  pleafure,  to  which  he 
had  been  a  {Danger  for  above  twenty 
years  before. 

44  Whatever  happinefs  the  bifhop 
of  Clogher  might  derive  from  thus 
complying  with  the  dictates  of  his 
tjwn  qonfcience,  he  had  not  the  ad- 
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ditional  felicity  of  obtaining  the 
approbation  of  his  auditors.  His 
fpeech  gave  great  and  general  of¬ 
fence,  and  was  particularly  difgu fl¬ 
ing  to  the  ecclefiaflical  lords.  The 
primate  faid,  that  it  made  his  ears 
tingle .  But,  though  fo  declared  and 
avowed  an  attack  upon  the  efhblifh- 
ment  was  regarded  in  a  very  atro¬ 
cious  light,  no  meafures  were  taken 
for  calling  Dr.  Clavton  to  an  ac» 
count  for  it,  till  he  had  publifhed 
the  third  part  of  his  44  Vindication 
of  the  Hiflories  of  the  Old  and 
New  TeftamentV  In  this  part, 
which  did  not  appear  till  the  year 
1757,  he  purfued  his  fpeculations 
with  as  much  freedom  and  ardour 
as  ever.  The  nature  of  angels,  and 
the  fcriptural  account  of  the  fall 
and  redemption  of  mankind,  were 
the  objects  of  his  particular  exa¬ 
mination  ;  befides  which,  he  renew¬ 
ed  his  attacks  upon  the  Trinity, 
and  contended  earneilly  for  the  ut- 
moft  freedom  of  enquiry  in  matters 
of  religion.  In  fhort,  he  gave  up 
fo  many  doctrines  as  indefenfible, 
and  advanced  others  fo  contradic¬ 
tory  to  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  that 
the  governors  of  the  church  of  Ire¬ 
land  determined  to  proceed  againft 
him  ;  and  in  confequence  of  this 
determination,  his  late  majefly  king 
George  the  Second,  was  advifed  to 
order  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
kingdom,  then  the  duke  of  Bedford, 
to  take  the  proper  Heps  toward  a 
legal  profecuticn  of  the  bifhop  of 
Clogher.  A  day  was  accordingly 
fixed  for  a  general  meeting  of  the 
Irifh  prelates  at  the  houfe  of  the 
primate,  to  which  Dr.  Clayton  wa3 
fummoned,  that  he  might  receive 
from  them  the  notification  of  their 
intentions.  A  cenfure  was  certain  ; 
a  deprivation  was  apprehended. 
But,  before  the  time  appointed  ar¬ 
rived,  he  was  feized  with  a  nervous 
fever,  which  brought  him  to  his 
j?  3  diflb-. 
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diflolution,  on  the  2 6th  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1758.  It  is  on  all  bands 
agreed,  that  the  agitation  of  mind, 
into  which  the  hi  (hop  was  thrown 
by  the  profecution  commenced  a- 
gainft  him,  was  the  immediate  caufe 
of  his  death.  We  have  been  in¬ 
formed,  that  nothing  affi-6ted  him 
fo  much  as  the  confideration  that 
he  fbould,  on  this  occafion,  be  for- 
faken  by  his  royal  mailer.  It  does, 
indeed,  reflect  difgmce  on  the  me¬ 
mory  of  king  George  the  Second, 
that  he  fhould  thus  have  been  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  to  give  countenance  to 
any  meafures  of  perfection,  Had 
queen  Caroline  been  living,  fhe 
would  undoubtedly  have  protected 
the  prelate  of  her  own  creation  ; 
and  who,  fuppoiing  him  to  have 
been  millaken  in  feme  of  his  opi¬ 
nions,  was,  neverthelefs,  diftin- 
gulfhed  above  feveral  of  his  bre¬ 
thren  on  the  epifcopal  bench,  both 
by  his  abilities  and  his  virtues  He 
was  far  fuperior,  in  thefe  refpedts, 
to  the  primate,  Dr.  George  Stone  ; 
who,  whatever  political  talents  he 
might  poflefs,  will  not  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  poflerity,  with  any  extra¬ 
ordinary  luftre,  in  the  hiflory  of 
religion  and  learning. 

(i  The  perfon  of  bifhop  Clayton 
was  not  above  the  middle  fize  ;  but 
his  afpedt  was  commanding,  and 
his  countenance  extremely  plealing. 
His  hair  was  dark,  his  eyes  of  the 
fame  colour,  and  though  large  they 
were  piercing.  His  complexion 
was  clear,  and  all  his  features  in 
fymmetry.  The  lineaments  of  his 
mind  were  not  lefs  fairly  drawn. 
In  private  life  he  was  much  efleem- 
ed,  his  manners  being  polite  and 
chearful,  his^ccomplifliments  high 
and  finifhed,  his  add  refs  open  and 
engaging.  He  happily  united  the 
dignity  of  the  great  eccleliatlic  with 
the  eafe  of  the  fine  gentleman.  His 
plppution  vvas  di  Hindi  and  ready, 
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his  preaching  frequent,  and,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  plain  and  practical. 
The  objedfs  of  his  chanty  were  un¬ 
commonly  numerous,  the  lums  be¬ 
llowed  by  him  large  ;  and  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  chriflianity,  they  were 
given  with  fuch  privacy,  that  his 
beneficiaries  feldom  favv  the  hand 
by  which  they  were  relieved.  A 
peculiar  elegance  ditfufed  itfelf 
through  every  department  of  his 
domeftic  ceconomy.  His  table  was 
fuch  as  became  his  rank  ;  but,  m 
the  enjoyments  of  it,  the  biihop 
himfelf  was  fingularly  temperate. 
His  favourite  amufement  was  ang¬ 
ling,  in  which  he  was  a  great  pro¬ 
ficient.  Though  he  lived  much  in 
fociety,  he  found  fufficient  time  for 
fludy,  by  always  riling  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  both  in 
fummer  and  winter.  By  the  union 
of  temperance  and  exercife,  he  pre¬ 
ferred  an  uncommon  (hare  of  health 
till  the  64th  year  of  his  age  ;  and 
from1  the  goodnefs  of  his  confuta¬ 
tion,  a  far  longer  duration  of  life 
might  have  been  hoped  for,  had  not 
the  preternatural  agitation  of  Fpirit s 
above  mentioned,  thrown  him  into 
the  acute  diforder  of  which  he 
died. 

a  On  Dr.  Clayton’s  literary  abi¬ 
lities  and  character,  after  what  has 
been  already  faid,  it  is  not  neceffary 
to  enlarge.  It  is  apparent,  from  his 
writings,  that  he  was  a  man  of  a 
great  capacity,  of  a  vigorous  ima¬ 
gination,  and  of  extenfive  learning. 
The  accuracy  of  his  judgment  does 
not  feem  to  have  been  equal  to  his 

other  qualities.  From  the  livelinefs 
» 

of  his  fancy,  he  was  fometimes  car¬ 
ried,  perhaps  too  boldly,  into  the 
regions  of  conjecture  :  but  thefe 
cccafional  faults  were  amply  com* 
penfatea  for,  by  the  liberal  view?, 
of  things,  the  general  good  fenfe, 
and  the  variety  of  ufeful  informa- 

j 

tioii  with  which  his,  works  abound. 
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The  very  learned  Mr.  Markland, 
iri  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Bovvyer, 
fays,  44  I  thank  you  for  the  b  hit  op 
of  Cloy  her,  who  I  think  was  a  great 
man.” 

44  Our  prelate  left  behind  him 
feveral  works  in  manufcript,  which 
are  now  in  the  podeffion  of  his  exe¬ 
cutor,  Dr.  Barnard,  dean  of  Derry. 
This  gentleman  is  of  opinion,  that 
they  would  do  no  diflionour  to  the 
bifhop  ;  but  perfonal  regard  to  the 
deeeaied,  and  a  tendernefs  to  his 
memory,  which  the  dean  thinks  has 
already  Differed  fufficientiy  for  what 
was  publifhed  in  his  life-time,  have 
hitherto  induced  him  to  fuppreis 
them,  led  they  fhould  again  revive 
a  fubjedt,  which  were  better  buried 
in  oblivion.  Such  is  Dr.  Barnard’s 
view  of  the  matter;  while  other 
perfons  may  perhaps  be  diipofed  to 
entertain  a  different  fentiment.  It 
is  impoffible  to  prevent  the  Trini¬ 
tarian  controverfy  Irom  being  per¬ 
petually  renewed  ;  but  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  that,  in  the  prefent  flate  01  it, 


the  publication  of  Dr.  Clayton’s 
manufcripts  would  not  excite  an 
extraordinary  attention,  or  be  at¬ 
tended  with  any  very  material  ad¬ 
vantage. 

44  We  forgot  to  mention,  in  the 
proper  place,  that  the  bifhop  of 
Clogher  was  a  member  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries.  He  maintained  a 
regular  correfpondence  with  feveral 
gentlemen  of  eminent  literature  in 
this  country,  and,  among  the  reff, 
with  the  learned  printer,  Mr.  Bow- 
yer,  to  whom  he  made  a  prefent  of 
the  copy-right  of  all  his  works 
publifhed  in  England.  His  Lan- 
cafhire  edate  he  bequeathed  to  his 
neared  male  heir,  Richard  Clayton, 
efq.  chief  judice  of  the  Common 
Pleas  in  Ireland  ;  but  the  greated 
dare  of  his  fortune  is  inherited  by 
Dr.  Barnard,  who  married  his  niece, 
and  of  whom  we  need  not  fay,  that 
he  is  a  gentleman  whole  re  fp  eft  able 
character  is  well  known  in  the 
world. 


of  Dr.  SAMUEL  JOHNSON. 
Efq. 
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By  Thomas  Tyers, 


This  Sketch  has  been  fent  us,  with  Enlargements,  for  Prefervation  m 
our  New  Annual  Regider,  with  the  following  Motto  from  Prior  : 


“  Much  may  be  right,  yet  much  he  wanting. 


“  7 HEN  Charles  the  Second 

Vv  was  informed  of  the 
death  of  Cowley,  he  pronounced, 
44  that  he  had  not  left  abetter  man 
behind  him  in  England.”  It  may 
be  affirmed  with  truth,  that  tins 
was  the  cafe  when  Dr.  Johnfon 
breathed  his  lad.  Thole  who  ob- 
ferved  his  declining  date  of  health 
during  the  lad  winter,  and  heard 
his  complaints  ol  painful  days  and 
llecplefs  nights,  for  which  he  took 


large  quantities  of  opium,  had  no 
reafon  to  expect  that  he  could  fur- 
vive  another  feafon  of  trod  and 
fnow.  Plis  conllhution  was  to¬ 
tally  broken,  and  no  art  of  the 
phyllcbm  or  furgeon  could  protract 
his  exidence  beyond  the  13th  of 
December.  At  the  request  of  Mr. 
Cruikfhank,  the  executors  per¬ 
mitted  his  body  to  be  opened,  on 
the  fimgedion  that  his  internals 
might-  be  uncommonly  affected. 

which 


n 
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which  was  the  cafe  on  infpedlion. 
The  dead  may  fometimes  give  in- 
Erudtion  to  the  living-.  The  Cyrus 
of  Xenophon  ordered  his  breath - 
lefs  body  to  fertilize  the  earth  that 
had  given  it  nourifhment.  john- 
fon’s  iniide  had  not  the  foundnefs 
of  that  of  old  Parr  (as  related  by 
Harvey),  not  far  from  whom  he  is 
now  depofited.  One  of  his  kidneys 
was  found  to  be  decayed.  He 
never  complained  of  dilorder  in 
that  region  (which  was  mortal  to 
his  friend  Mr.  Garrick)  •  and  pro¬ 
bably  it  was  not  the  immediate 
caufe  of  his  diffolution.  Perhaps 
*i  of  no  difeafe  he  died,”  like  the 
charafter  from  the  Tragedian  ;  for 
who  can  tell  wherein  vitality  con- 
lifts  ?  Johnfon  could  hear,  per¬ 
haps,  with  ambitious  fatisfadioB, 
that  he  was  to  be  buried  in  Wefl- 
minfler  Abbey ;  for  the  love  of 
fame  is  the  lail  infirmity  of  noble 
minds,  and,  to  continue  quotation 
In  the  words  of  Dr.  Young, 

il  Nor  ends  with  life,  but  nods  on 
fable  plumes, 

44  Adorns  our  hearfe,  and  flatters  on 
our  tombs.” 

Poilibly  the  thought  or  talk  of  the 
Incillons  of  anatomy  would  have 
difturbed  his  imagination.  But,  in 
this  cafe,  what  was  not  prohibited 
was  permitted.  For  it  may  be 
enfily  4fked,  in  the  words  of  the 
foldier  to  the  Ephelian  Matron,  in 
Petronius, 

“  Id  cinerem  ant  manes  credis  curare 
fepultQs  ?*’ 

It  might  be  thought  that  fo  firong 
and  mufcular  a  body  might  have 
hilled  many  years  longer  •  for  John¬ 
fon  drank  nothing  buf  water,  and 
lemonade  (by  way  of  indulgence) 
for  many  years,  almofl  uninter¬ 
ruptedly,  without  the  tafte  of  any 
fermented  liquor  j  and  he  was  often 
gbftjpejtf  from  animal  food,  and 


kept  down  feverifti  fymptoms  by 
dietetic  management.  Of  Addifon 
and  Pope  he  ufed  to  obferve,  per¬ 
haps  to  remind  himfelf,  that  they 
ate  and  drank  too  much,  and  thus 
fliortened  their  days.  It  was  thought 
by  many  who  dined  at  the  fame 
table,  that  he  had  too  great  an  ap¬ 
petite.  This  might  now  and  then 
be  the  cafe,  but  not  till  he'had  fub- 
dued  his  enemy  by  famine.  But 
his  bulk  feemed  to  require  now  and 
then  to  be  repaired  by  kitchen  phy» 
lie.  To  great  old  age  not  one  in  a 

o  O 

thoufand  arrives  How  few  were 
the  years  of  John'on  in  compari- 
fon  of  thofe  of  Jenkins  and  Parr  r  But 
perhaps  Johnfon  had  more  of  life 
by  his  intenfenefs  of  living.  Jen¬ 
kins,  as  it  is  expreffed  on  his  me¬ 
morial  in  Bolton  church,  (in  which 
parifh  he  lived,  and  died,  at  the 
antediluvian  age  of  one  hundred 
and  lixty-nine)  was  happy,  if  not 
in  the  variety,  yet  in  the  duration 
of  his  enjoyments,  which  were  pro¬ 
bably  of  fifhing  and  of  drinking. 
His  diet  was  coarfe  and  fober,  fays 
Cheyne.  Johnfon’s  time  is  to  be 
dated  from  the  number  of  his  ideas. 
He  was  old  in  mind,  though  not 
comparatively  in  years.  Mod  peo¬ 
ple  die  of  difeafe.  He  was  all  his 
life  preparing  himfelf  for  death  ; 
but  particularly  in  the  laft  ftage  of 
his  aflhma  and  dropfy.  “  Take 
care  of  your  foul — don’t  live  fuch  a 
life  as  1  have  done — don’t  let  your 
bulinefs  or  diffipation  make  you 
negledf  your  faboath” — were  now 
his  conftant  inculcations.  Private 
and  public  prayer,  when  his  vi¬ 
ctors  were  his  audience,  were  his 
conflant  exercifes.  He  cannot  be 
faid  to  be  weary  of  the  weight  of 
exigence,  for  he  declared,  that  to 
prolong  it  only  for  one  year,  but 
not  for  the  comfortlefs  fenfations  be 
had  lately  felt,  he  would  fuffer  the 
amputation  of  a  limb,  He  was 

willing 
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willing  to  endure  pofitive  pain  for 
pollible  pleafure.  But  he  had  no 
expectation  that  nature  could  la  ft 
much  longer ;  and  therefore,  for 
his  laft  week,  he  undoubtedly  aban¬ 
doned  every  hope  of  his  recovery 
or  duration,  and  committed  his 
foul  to  God.  Whether  he  felt  the 
■  inftant  ftroke  of  death,  and  met  the 
king  of  terrors  face  to  face,  cannot 
be  known,  for  u  death  and  the  fun 
cannot  be  looked  upon,”  fays  Ro- 
chefaucault.  But  the  writer  of 
this  has  reafon  to  imagine  that 
when  he  thought  he  had  made  his 
peace  with  his  Maker,  he  had  no¬ 
thing  to  fear.  He  has  talked  of 
fubmitting  to  a  violent  death,  in  a 
good  caufe,  without  apprehenlions. 
On  one  of  the  laft?  vilits  from  his 
burgeon,  who,  on  performing  the 
puncture  on  his  legs,  had  allured 
him  that  lie  was  better,  he  declared, 
i4  he  felthimfelf  not  fo,  and  that  he 
did  not  delire  to  be  treated  like  a  wo¬ 
man  or  a  child,  for  that  he  had  made 
up  his  mind.”  He  had  travelled 
through  the  vale  of  this  world  for 
more  than  feventy-five  years.  It 
probably  was  a  wildernefs  to  him  for 
more  than  half  his  time.  But  he 
was  in  poffeffion  of  reft  and  comfort 
and  plenty,  for  the  laft  twenty 
years.  Yet  the  bleffings  of  for¬ 
tune  and  reputation  could  not  cora- 
p'enfate  to  him  the  want  of  health, 
which  purlued  him  through  his 
pilgrimage  on  earth.  Poft  e quit  cm 
fedet  atra  cura. 

11  For  when  we  mount  the  flying  fteed, 

“  Sits  gloomy  Care  behind.” 

Of  the  hundred  fublunary  things 
beftowed  on  mortals,  health  is  nine- 
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ty-nine.  He  was  born  with  a 
ferophuious  habit,  for  which  he 
was  touched,  as  he  acknowleged, 
by  good  queen  Anne,  whofe  piece 
of  gold  he  carefully  preferred. 
But  even  a  Stuart  could  not  expel 


that  enemy  to  his  frame,  by  a  touch. 
For  it  would  have  been  even  be¬ 
yond  the  ftroaking  power  of  Great- 
rix  in  all  his  glory,  to  charm  it 
away.  Though  he  leeined  to  be  as 
athletic  as  Milo  himfelf,  and  in  his 
younger  days  performed  feveral 
feats  of  activity,  he  was  to  the  laft 
a  convulfionary.  He  has  often 
ftept  alide,  to  let  nature  do  what  file 
would  with  him.  His  geftures, 
which  were  a  degree  of  St.  Vitus’s 
dance,  in  the  llreet,  attracted  the 
notice  of  many  ;  the  ftare  of  the 
vulgar,  but  the  compaftion  of  the 
better  fort.  This  writer  has  often 
looked  another  way,  as  the  compa¬ 
nions  of  Peter  the  Great  were  uied 
to  do,  while  he  was  under  the  Abort 
paroxyfm.  He  was  perpetually 
taking  aperient  medicines.  He 
could  only  keep  his  ailments  from 
gaining  ground.  He  thought  he 
was  worfe  for  the  agitation  of  active 
exercife.  He  was  afraid  of  his  dif- 
order’s  feizing  h:s  head,  and  took 
all  pollible  care  that  his  underftand- 
ing  fhould  not  be  deranged.  Oran - 
dum  ejl ,  ut  Jit  mens  fana  in  corpore 
fano.  When  his  knowlege  from 
books,  and  he  knew  all  that  books 
could  tell  him,  is  conftdered ; 
when  his  cornpolitions  in  verfe  and 
profe  are  enumerated  to  the  reader, 
(and  a  complete  lift  of  them,  where- 
ever  difperfed,  is  defirable)  it  muft 
appear  extraordinary  he  could  ab- 
ftract  himfelf  fo  much  from  his 
feelings,  and  that  he  could  purfuc 
with  ardour  the  plan  he  laid  down 
of  eftablifbing  a  great  reputation. 
Accumulating  learning  (and  the 
example  of  Barretter,  whofe  life  he 
wrote)  fhewed  him  how  to  arrive  at 
all  fcience.  His  imagination  often 
appeared  to  be  too  mighty  for  the 
controul  of  his  reafon.  in  the  pre¬ 
face  to  his  Dictionary,  he  fays, 
that  his  work  was  compofed  u  a- 
midft  inconvenience  and  diffraction, 
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in  ficknefs  and  in  forrow.”  44  I 
Ureter  read  this  preface,”  fays  Air. 
Horne,  “but  it  makes  me  fhed  tears.9’ 

“  If  this  memoir-writer  poffefted 
die  pen  of  a  Plutarch,  and  the  fub- 
jed  is  worthy  of  that  great  biogra¬ 
pher,  he  would  begin  his  account 
from  his  youth,  and  continue  it  to 
the  laft  period  of  his  life,  in  the 
due  order  of  an  hiftorian.  What 
he  knows  and  can  recoiled:,  he  will 
perform.  His  father  (called  “gen- 
tleman”  in  the  parifh  regifter)  he 
fays  himfelf,  and  it  is  alfo  within 
memory,  was  an  old  bookfelier  at 
Litchfield,  and  a  whig  in  principle. 
The  father  of  Socrates  was  not  of 
higher  extradion,  nor  of  a  more 
honourable  profeffion.  Our  author 
was  born  in  that  city ;  and  the 
houfe  of  his  birth  was  a  few  months 
vifi ted  by  a  learned  acquaintance, 
the  information  of  which  was  grate¬ 
ful  to  the  dodor.  It  may  probably 
be  engraved  for  forne  monthly  re¬ 
pository.  The  print  and  the  ori¬ 
ginal  dwelling  may  become  as  emi¬ 
nent  as  the  manfion  of  Shakfpeare 
at  Stratford,  or  of  Erafmus  at  Rot¬ 
terdam.  He  composed  a  poetical 
ifanza,  at  five  years  old,  on  his 
treading  on  a  duck.  If  it  is  to  be 
given  to  the  public,  it  ought  to  be 
with  authentication.  He  was  Her¬ 
cules  in  his  cradle.  Could  Lopez 
del  Vega,  or  Cowley,  or  Milton,  or 
even  Pope,  have  afferted  more  truly, 
*4  they  lifped  in  numbers  ?”  It  is 
faid  of  fome  men,  they  hardly  had 
a  childhood,  but  arrived  to  early 
ripenefs,  juft  as  the  Ruffian  winter 
turns  into  fumrner  without  paffing 
through  the  fpring.  He  certainly 
pmft  have  had  a  good  fcliool  educa¬ 
tion.  He  was  entered  of  Pembroke 
college,  Oxford,  Od.  31,  1728, 
and  continued  there  for  feveral 
terms.  By  whofe  bounty  he  was 
fupported,  may  be  known  to  en¬ 
quiry.  While  he  was  there,  he 


was  negligent  of  the  college  rule* 
and  hours,  and  abfented  himfelf 
from  fome  of  the  ledures,  for  which 
when  he  was  reprimanded  and  in¬ 
terrogated,  he  replied  with  great 
rudenefs  and  contempt  of  the  lec¬ 
turer.  Indeed  he  displayed  an  over¬ 
bearing  difpofition  that  would  not 
brook  controul,  and  ffiewed  that,  like 
Casfar,  he  was  fijtter  to  command' 
than  to  obey.  This  didatorial 
fpirit  was  the  leading  feature  in  his 
deportment  to  his  contemporaries. 
His  college  themes  and  declama¬ 
tions  are  ftill  remembered  ;  and  his 
elegant  tranftation  of  Pope’s  Mef- 
fiah  into  Latin  verfe  found  its  way 
into  a  volume  of  poems  publifhed 
by  one  Hufbands.  in  1735,  after 
having  been  fome  time  an  u  fiber  to 
Anthony  Blackwall,  his  friends 
affifted  him  to  fet  up  an  academy 
near  Litchfield.  Here  he  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  the  late  bi- 
fhop  Green,  then  an  ufherat  Litch¬ 
field,  and  with  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne, 
As  the  fchool  probably  did  not  an- 
fwer  his  expedation,  (for  who  does 
not  grow  tired  of  teaching  others, 
efpecially  if  he  wants  to  teach  him¬ 
felf?),  he  refolved  to  come  up  to 
London,  where  every  thing  is  to  be 
had  for  wit  and  for  money  (Ro??ue 
omnia  -venalia ) ,  and  to  feek  his  for¬ 
tune.  He  was  accompanied  by  his 
pupil  Mr.  Garrick,  and  travelled 
on  Horfeback  to  the  metropolis  in 
March,  1737. 

“  The  time  and  bufinefs  of  this 
journey  are  before  the  public  in 
fome  letters  from  Mr.  Walnrflev, 
who  recommends  Johnfon  as  a 
writer  of  tragedy,  as  a  translator 
from  the  French  language,  and  as  a 
good  fcholar.  He  brought  with  him 
his  tragedy  of  Irene,  which  after¬ 
wards  took  its  chance  on  Drury-, 
lane  theatre.  Luckily  he  did  not 
throw  it  into  the  fire,  by  defign  or 
otherwise,  as  Parfon  Adams  did  his 

iEfchylu,*, 
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yEfchylus  by  ryiiftake.  He  offered 
himfeif  for  the  fervice  of  the  book- 
fellers  ;  44  for  he  was  born  for  no¬ 
thing  but  to  write,”-— 

§ ' 

tl  And  from  the  jeft  obfcene  reclaim  our 
youth, 

And  fet  our  pafiiorrs  on  the  fide  of  truth.” 

44  The  hurry  of  this  pen  pre¬ 
vents  the  recoiledftion  of  his  fir  ft 
performances  But  he  ufed  to  call 
Dodfley  his  patron,  becaufe  he  made 
him,  if  not  firft,  yet  bell  known,  by 
printing  and  pubiifhing,  upon  his 
own  judgment,  his  fatire,  called 
64  London,5’  which  was  an  imitation 
of  one  of  Juvenal,  whole  gravity  and 
feverity  of  expreffion  he  poifeffed. 
He  there  and  then  difcovered  how 
able  he  was  64  to  catch  the  man¬ 
ners  living  as  they  rife.”  The 
poem  had  a  great  fale,  was  applaud¬ 
ed  by  the  public,  and  praifed  by 
Mr,  Pope,  who,  not  being  able  to 
difcover  the  author,  faid,  44  he 
will  foon  be  deterred  In  173 8  he 
luckily  fell  into  the  hands  of  his 
other  early  patron  Cave.  His  fpeeches 
for  the  fenaie  of  Lilliput  were  begun 
in  1740,  and  continued  for  feverai 
fdfions.  They  palled  for  original 
with  many  till  very  lately.  Burjohn- 
fon,  who  detefted  all  injurious  im- 
pofition,  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
acknowlege  the  innocent  deception. 
He  pave  Smollett  notice  of  their  un~ 
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originality,  while  he  was  going 
over  his  hiftorical  ground,  and  to  be 
upon  his  guard  in  quoting  from  the 
Lilliput  Debates.  It  is  within  re- 
collection,  that  an  animated  fpeech 
he  put  into  the  mouth  of  Pitt,  in 
anfwer  to  the  parliamentary  veteran 
Horace  Walpole,  was  much  talked 
of,  and  con  fide  red  as  genuine. 
Members  of  parliament  acknowlege 
that  they  reckon  themfelves  much 
obliged  for  the  printed  accounts  of 
debates  of  both  houfes,  becaufe 
they  are  made  to  fpeak  better  than 
fhey  do  in  the  fenate.  Within  thefe 
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few  years,  a  gentleman  in  a  high 
employment  under  government  was 
at  breakLft  in  Gray’s  inn,  where 
Johnfon  was  prefent,  and  was  com¬ 
mending  the  excellent  prefervation. 
of  the  fpeeches  of  both  houfes,  in 
the  Lilliput  Debates.  He  declared, 
he  knew  how  to  appropriate  every 
fpeech  without  a  fig  nature  ;  for  that 
every  perfon  fpoke  in  character, 
and  was  as  certainly  and  as  eafily 
known  as  a  fpeaker  in  Homer  or  in 
Shakfpeare.  44  Very  likely,  Sir, 
faid  johnfon,  afhamed  of  having 
deceived  him,  but  X  wrote  them  in 
the  garret  where  I  then  lived.”  His 
predecefibr  in  this  oratorial  fabrica¬ 
tion  was  Guthrie  ;  his  fucceffor  in 
the  Magazine  was  Hawkefwortlu 
It  is  faid,  that  to  prove  himfeif  equal 
to  this  employment  (but  there  is  not 
leifure  for  the  adjuftment  of  chro¬ 
nology)  in  the  judgment  of  Cave, 
lie  undertook  the  life  of  Savage, 
which  he  afferted  (not  incredible  of 
him),  and  valued  himfeif  upon  it, 
that  he  wrote  in  fix  and  thirty- 
hours.  In  one  night  he  alfo  com- 
pofed,  after  finifhing  an  evening  in 
Holborn,  his  Hermit  of  T eneriff. 
He  fat  up  a  whole  night  to  corn- 
pole  the  preface  to  the  Precept 
tor. 

44  His  eye-fight  was  not  good; 
but  he  never  wore  fpebiacles,  not 
on  account  of  fuch  a  ridiculous  vow 
as  Swift  made  not  to  ufe  them,  but 
becaufe  he  was  allured  they  would 
be  of  no  fervice  to  him.  He  once 
declared,  that  he  44  never  faw  the 
human  face  divine.”  He  faw  bet¬ 
ter  with  one  eye  than  the  other, 
which  however  was  not  like  that  of 
Camoens,  the  Portuguefe  poet,  as 
expreffcd  on  his  medal.  He  ehcfe 
to  fay  to  an  obferver  and  inquirer, 
after  the  apparent  blemifh  of  his 
left  eye,  that  4i  he  had  not  leen  out 
of  that  little  fcoundrel  for  a  great 
many  years.”  44  It  is  inconcciv- 
able3  he  ufed  to  obferve,  how  little. 

light 
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light  or  fight  are  neceffary  for  the 
purpote  of  reading.”  Latterly, 
perhaps,  he  meant  to  fare  his  eyes, 
and  did  not  read  fo  much  as  he 
other  wife  would,.  He  preferred 
converlation  to  hooks ;  but  when 
driven  to  the  refuge  of  reading,  by 
Being  left  alone,  he  then  attached 
himfelf  to  that  amufement.  44  Till 
this  year,  Laid  he  to  an  intimate, 
I  have  done  tolerably  well  without 
fleep,  for  I  have  been  able  to  read 
like  Hercules.”  But  he  picked 
and  culled  his  companions  for  his 
midnight  hours,  44  and  chofe  his 
author  as  he  chofe  his  friend.”  The 
mind  is  as  faftidious  about  its  intel- 
leblual  meal  as  the  appetite  is  as  to 
its  Culinary  one  ;  and  it  is  pbierv- 
able,  that  the  difh  or  the  book  that 
palls  at  one  time  is  a  banquet  at  an¬ 
other.  By  his  innumerable  quota¬ 
tions  you  would  fuppofe,  with  a 
great  perfonage,  that  he  mull  have 
read  more  books  than  any  man  in 
England,  and  have  been  a  mere 
book-worm  ;  but  he  acknowleged 
that  fuppofition  was  a  miltake  in  his 
favour.  He  owned  he  had  hardly 
ever  read  a  book  through.  The 
pofihumous  volumes  of  Mr.  Harris 
of  Salisbury  (which  treated  of  fub- 
je£ls  that  were  congenial  with  his 
own  profeifional  iludies)  had  at¬ 
tractions  that  engaged  him  to  the 
end.  Churchill  ufed  to  fay,  hav¬ 
ing  heard  perhaps  of  his  own  con- 
feffion,  as  a  boafir,  that  44  if  John- 
fon  had  only  read  a  few  books,  he 
could  not  be  the  author  of  his  own 
works.”  His  opinion,  however, 
was,  that  he  who  reads  mod,  has 
the  chance  of  knowing  mod  ;  but 
he  declared,  that  the  perpetual  talk 
of  reading  was  as  bad  as  theflavery 
in  the  mine,  or  the  labour  at  the 
oar.  He  did  not  always  give  his 
opinion  unconditionally  of  the  pieces 
be  had  even  perufed,  and  was  com¬ 
petent  to  decide  upon.  He  did  not 
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choofe  to  have  his  fentiments  ge¬ 
nerally  known;  for  there  was  a 
great  eagernefs,  efpecially  in  thofe 
who  had  not  the  pole-liar  of  judg¬ 
ment  to  diredt  them,  to  be  taught 
what  to  think  or  to  fay  on  literary 
performances.  41  What  does  John- 
Ion  lay  of  fuch  a  book  ?”  was  the 
queftion  of  every  day.  Befides,  he 
did  not  want  to  increafe  the  number 
of  his  enemies,  which  his  decifions 
and  criticisms  had  created  him  ;  for 
he  was  generally  willing  to  retain 
his  friends,  to  whom,  and  their 
works,  he  bellowed  fometimes  too 
much  praife,  and  recommended  be¬ 
yond  their  worth,  or  perhaps  his 
own  efteem.  But  affedtion  knows 
no  bounds.  Shall  this  pen  find  a 
place  in  the  prelent  page  to  men¬ 
tion,  that  a  Ilia  melds  Arillophanes 
had  an  intention  of  taking  him  off 
upon  the  flage,  as  the  Rehearfai 
does  the  great  Dryden  ?  When  it 
came  to  the  notice  of  our  exasperat¬ 
ed  man  of  learning,  he  conveyed 
fuch  threats  of  vengeance  and  per- 
fonal  punifliment  to  the  mimic,  that 
he  was  glad  to  proceed  no  farther. 
The  reverence  or  the  public  for  his 
character  afterwards,  which  was  in- 
creafing  every  year,  would  not  have 
fu  fie  red  him  to  be  the  objedl  of  the¬ 
atrical  ridicule.  Like  Fame,  in 
Virgil,  vires  ac quirk  c undo.  In  the 
year  1738  he  wrote  the  Life  of  Fa¬ 
ther  Paul,  and  publifhed  propofals 
for  a  tranflation  of  his  Hifiory  of 
the  Council  of  Trent  by  fubferip- 
tion  ;  but  it  did  not  go  on.  Mr. 
Urban  even  yet  hopes  to  recover 
fome  Iheets  of  this  tranflation,  that 
were  in  a  box  under  St.  John’s 
Gate  ;  more  certainly  once  placed 
there,  than  Rowley’s  poems  were 
in  the  eheft  in  a  tower  of  the  church 
of  Briftol. 

J  Night  was  his  time  for  compo¬ 
sition.  Indeed  he  literally  turned 
night  into  day,  noftes  migilabaf  ad 

ipfum 


A  BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  DR.  JOHNSON*  [29] 


ipfum  mane ,  but  not  like  Tigellius 
in  Horace.  Perhaps  he  never  was 
a  good  deeper,  and  (while  all  the 
red  of  the  world  was  in  bed)  he 
chofe  his  lamp,  in  the  words  of 
Milton, 

■f£  In  midnight  hour. 

Were  feen  in  fome  high  lonely  tower.” 

lt  Fie  wrote  and  lived  perhaps  at. 
onetime  only  from  fheet  to  fheet,  and 
(according  to  vulgar  expreffion) 
from  day  to  day.  Dr.  Cheyne  re¬ 
probates  the  practice  of  turning 
night  into  day,  as  pernicious  to 
mind  and  body.  Jortin  has  fome- 
thing  to  fay  on  the  vigils  of  a  learn¬ 
ed  man,  in  his  Life  of  Erafmus. 
As  he  would  not  deep  when  he 
could,  nothing  but  opium  could 
procure  him  repofe.  There  is 
caufe  to  believe  he  would  not  have 
written  unlefs  under  the  preflfure  of 
necellity.  Magi/ier  artis  ingenique 
iargitor  venter ,  fays  Perfius.  He 
wrote  to  live,  and  luckily  lor  man¬ 
kind  lived  a  great  many  years  to 
write.  All  his  pieces  are  promifed 
for  a  new  edition  of  his  works,  un¬ 
der  the  infpedlion  of  fir  John  Haw¬ 
kins,  one  of  his  executors,  who  has 
undertaken  to  be  his  biographer. 
Johnfon’s  high  tory  principles  in 
church  and  fiate  were  well  known. 
But  neither  his  Prophecy  of  the 
Hanover  Horfe,  lately  malicioully 
reprinted,  nor  his  political  prin¬ 
ciples  or  converlarions,  got  him 
into  any  perfohal  difficulties,  nor 
prevented  the  offer  of  a  penfion,  nor 
his  acceptance.  Rara  temporum  fe- 
licitas ,  ubi  fentire  quee  veils ,  ct  quee 
fentias ,  dicer e  licet .  The  prelent 
royal  family  are  winning  the  hearts 
of  all  the  friends  of  the  houfe  of 
Stuart.  There  is  here  neither 
room  nor  leifure  to  afeertain  the 
progrefs  of  his  publications,  though, 
in  the  idea  of  Shenftone,  it  would 
exhibit  the  hifiory  of  bis  mind  and 
thoughts. 

il  lie  was  employed  by  Ofborne 


to  make  a  catalogue  of  the  flarleian 
library.  Perhaps,  like  thofe  who 
ilay  too  long  on  an  errand,  he  did 
not  make  the  expedition  his  em¬ 
ployer  expedted,  from  whom  he 
might  deferve  a  gentle  reprimand* 
The  faff  was,  when  he  opened  a 
book  he  liked,  he  could  not  refrain 
from  reading  it.  The  bookfeller 
upbraided  him  in  a  grofs  manner, 
and,  as  tradition  goes,  gave  him  the 
lie  diredt,  though  our  catalogue- 
maker  offered  at  an  excufe.  John- 
fon  turned  the  volume  into  a  wea¬ 
pon,  and  knocked  him  down,  and 
told  him,  “  not  to  be  in  a  hurry  to 
rife,  for  when  he  did,  he  propofed 
kicking  him  down  fairs.'5  Perhaps 
the  lie  diredt  may  be  punlfiied  ad 
mo  dim  recipient  is. ,  as  the  law  gives 
no  fatisfaclion.  His  account-. of  the 
collection,  and  the  tradfs  that  are 
printed  in  quarto  volumes,  were 
well  received  by  the  public.  Of 
his  folio  labours  in  his  EnHiffi  Die- 
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tionary,  a  word  mull  be  laid;  but 
there  is  not.  room  for  much.  This 
writer  has  fufficient  proof  that 
Dodfiey  fuggefted  the  fir  if  idea  of 
this '  great  colledtion.  johnfon 
wanted  a  long  and  a  large  literary  em¬ 
ployment.  The  proposal  rather  took 
him  by  furprize.  i  antes  molis  erat  / 
The  pecuniary  bargain  was  necef- 
fary  to  him,  and  the  engagement 
for  time  and  payment  was  conclud¬ 
ed.  But  the'  work  went  on  but 
fiowly.  The  money  was  all  gone 
(for  time  and  money  are  the  mod 
wafiable  things  in  the  world)  before 
the  talk  was  completed.  Jllnefs, 
wearinefs,  or  aifiipation,  clogged 
the  wheels  of  this  machine.  A  re- 
fre fifing  fee  was  perpetually  ne- 
ceffary  ;  or,  to  ufe  claffical  inftead 
of  legal  allufion,  golden  lhowers 
were  to  be  thrown  into  the  lap  of 
this  literary  Danae,  to  the  amount 
of  three  hundred  additional  pounds. 
It  required  the  purfes  of  five  emi¬ 
nent  bookfellcts  to  be  opened  to  pay 

for 
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for  the  labours  of  this  Hercules. 
When  Johnfon  came  to  fettle  with 
his  employers,  faid  Andrew  Millar, 
they  produced  their  receipts  for  the 
money  they  had  advanced,  moil  of 
Which  were  for  fmall  Runs.  He  was 
confounded  to  find  the  balance 
again  ft  himfelf,  tor  he  kept  no  ac¬ 
count,  and  that  he  had  been  work¬ 
ing  nine  years  for  nothing-.  The 
creditor  .inllantly  became  the  debtor. 
The  bookfellers  ge  tier  go  fly  made 
him  a  prefen t  of  the  difference,  and 
paid  his  reckoning  for  him.  Dodfley 
wifhed  for  an  alphabetical  lift  of  the 
hooks  quoted  for  this  dictionary  to 
be  prefixed  to  the  work  ;  but  he 
was  not  gratified.  The  delineation 
of  his  plan,  which  was  efteemed  a 
beautiful  one,  was  infcribed  to  lord 
Cbefterfield,  no  doubt  with  per- 
million,  whiift  he  was  fecretary  of 
ilate.  It  was  at  this  time,  he  laid, 
he  aimed  at  elegance  of  writing, 
and  fet  lor  his  emulation  the  preface 
of  Chambers  to  his  Cyclopedia. 
Johnfon  undoubtedly  expeded  be¬ 
neficial  patronage,  'it  fhould  feein 
that  he  was  in  the  acquaintance  of 
his  lor dfli ip,  and  that  he  had  dined 
M  his  table,  by  an  allufion  to  him 
in  a  letter  to  his  fon,  printed  by 
Mrs.  Stanhope,  and  which  he  hirn- 
ielf  would  have  been  afraid  to  pub- 
lifh.  Whiift  he  was  ineffectually 
hallooing  the  Graces  in  the  car  of 
his  fon,  he  fet  before  him  the  flo- 
venly  behaviour  of  our  author  at 
his  table,  whom  he  acknowleges  as 
a  great  genius,  but  points  him  out 
as  a  rock  to  avoid,  and  confiders 
him  only  as  “  a  refpedable  Hot¬ 
tentot/’  When  the  book  came  out, 
Johnfon  took  his  revenge,  by  fay- 
ing  of  it,  that  the  inftrudtions  to 
his  ton  inculcated  the  manners  of  a 
dancing-mailer,  and  the  morals  of  a 
profutute,  Within  th  is  year  or 
two  he  obferved  (for  anger  is  a  fliort- 
lived  palfion)  that,  bating  fome  im¬ 


proprieties,  it  contained  good  dA 
reeiions,  and  was  not  a  bad  -  lyftern 
or  education.  ."But  Johnfon  pro¬ 
bably  did  not  think  fo  highly  or  his 
own  appearance  as  of  his  morals  ; 
for,  on  being  alked  if  Mr.  Spence 
had  not  paid  him  a  vifit !  “  Yes, 

fiiys  he,  and  he  probably  may  think 
he  vifited  a  bear.”  «  johnfon, 
fays  the  author  of  the  Life  of  So¬ 
crates,  is  a  literary  Caliban.”  1:4  Ve¬ 
ry  likely,  replied  Johnfon,  and 
Cooper  (who  was  as  thick  as  long) 
is  a  literary.  Punch Inelio.” 

1:4  It  does  not  appear  that  Lord 
Chefterfielft  fhewed  any  fubftantial 
proofs  of  approbation  to  our  philo- 
loger,  for  that  was  the  profdfional 
title  he  chofe.  A  fmall  prefent  he 
would  have  difdained.  Johnfon 
was  not  of  a  temper  to  put  up  with 
tne  affront  of  disappointment.  He 
revenged  himfelf  in  a  letter  to  his 
lordihip,  written  with  great  acri¬ 
mony,  and  renouncing  all  accept¬ 
ance  of  favour.  It  was  handed 
about,  and  probably  will  be  pub- 
1  lifted,  ror  liter  a  jeripta  manet*  He 
ufed  to  fay,  he  was  miftaken  in  his 
choice  of  a  patron,  for  he  had  lim¬ 
ply  been  endeavouring-  -  to'-  gild  a 
rotten  poft.  An  endeavour  has 
been  made  to  procure  a  copy  of  it, 
in  order  to  afford  an  abftradt  to  the 
reader,  but  without  fuccefs.  Mr.. 
Lang  ton,  when  applied  to,  thought 
he  could  not  grant  it  without  a 
breach  of  truft.  It  is  in  more 
hands  than  one;  and,  perhaps, 
where  fecrecy  was  not  enjoined  a 
Johnfon  took  care  to  fend  his  letter 
by  a  lafe  hand  to  lord  C  heller  field, 
who  lliewed  it  to  Dodfley .  His 
lofdfhip  defended  himfelf  very  plau- 
fibly  againft  the  miftatements  of 
the  writer,  and  candidly  pointed  out 
iome  beautiful  fentences  and  happy 
exprelfions.  It  was  a  long  letter. 

( grandis  cpifiola)  and  written  with 
great  afperky*  It  prevented,  as 
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Dad  (ley  reported,  the  patronage  of 
his  lordfhip,  and  the  benefit  from  a 
dedication,  which  he  laid  would 
have  been  the  promotion  of  the  fale. 
One  of  Johnfon’s  acquaintance,  who 
in  converfatiqn  probably  made  lord 
Chefterfield  to  be  in  the  wrong,  Lid 
before  him,  that  his  lordthip,  tho’ 
the  politeft,  was  the  pro  tide  if  man 
alive,*  44  Except  one  perfon,”  laid 
an  acquaintance.  44  That,'5  faid 
lohnfon.  44  I  take  to  myfelf;  but 
44  my  pride  was  deftnfive.”  But 
nothing*  that  is  here  faid  is  meant  as 
an  Arraignment  of  lord  Chefter- 
field. 

44  Lord  Chefterfield  indeed  com¬ 
mends  and  recommends  Mr.  John- 
fon’s  dictionary  in  two  or  three 
numbers  of  the  World.  Not  words 
alone  pleafed  him.  44  When  1  had 
Undergone,”  fays  the  compiler,  44  a 
long  and  fatiguing  voyage,  and  was 
juft  getting  into  port,  this  lord  fent 
out  a  fin  all  cock- boat  to  pilot  me 
in,”  The  agreement  for  this  great 
work  was  for  fixteen  hundred 
pounds.  This  was  a  large  book- 
feller’s  venture  at  that  time:  and 
it  is  in  many  iliares.  Robertfon, 
Gibbon,  and  a  few  more,  have 
raifed  the  price  of  manufeript  co¬ 
pies.  In  the  courfe  of  fifteen 
years,  two  and  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  have  been  paid  to  four  au¬ 
thors,  Johnfon’s  world  of  wonders 
demands  frequent  editions.  His 
titles  of  DoCtor  of  Laws  from  Dub¬ 
lin  and  from  Oxford,  (both  of 
which  came  to  him  unafked  and  un¬ 
known,  and  only  not  unmerited) 
his  penfion  from  the  king,  which 
is  to  be  confidered  as  a  reward  for 
his  pioneering  fervices  m  the  Eng- 
lifti  language,  and  by  no  means  as 
a  bribe',  gave  him  confequence, 
and  made  the  dictionary  and  its  au¬ 
thor  more  extensively  known.  It 
is  a  royal  fatisfaCiion  to  have  made 


the  life  of  a  learned  man  more 
comfortable  to  him* 

44  Thefe  are  imperial  works,  and  wor- 
u  thy  kings.” 

44  Lord  Corke,  who  would  have 
been  kinder  to  him  than  a  Stanhope, 
(if  he  could)  as  foon  as  it  came 
out,  prefented  the  dictionary  to  the 
Academy  delia  Crufca  at  Florence 
in  1755-  Even  I"01'  the  abridge¬ 
ment  in  oCtavo,  which  puts  it  into 
every  body’s  hands,  he  was  paid  to 
his  fatisfaCiion,  by  the  liberality  of 
his  bookfellers.  His  reputation  is 
as  great  for  compiling,  d ige fling, 
and  afeertaining  the  Engliih  lan¬ 
guage,  as  if  he  had  invented  it* 
His  grammar  in  the  beginning  of 
the  work,  was  the  beft  in  our  lan¬ 
guage,  in  the  opinion  of  Gold* 
fmith.  During  the  printing  of  his 
dictionary,  the  Ramblers  came  out 
periodically;  for  he  could  do  more 
than  one  thing  at  a  time.  He  de¬ 
clared  that  he  wrote  them  by  way 
of  relief  from  his  application  to 
his  Dictionary,  and  for  the  reward. 
He  has  told  this  writer  that  he  had 
no  expectation  they  would  have  met 
with  fo  much  fuccefs,  and  been  f© 
much  read  and  admired.  What 
was  amufement  to  him,  is  inftruc- 
tion  to  others.  Goldfmith  declared 
that  a  fyftem  of  morals  might  be 
drawn  from  thefe  e flays :  this  idea 
is  taken  up  and  executed  by  a  pub¬ 
lication  in  an  alphabetical  feries  of 
moral  maxims.  Indeed  he  feems 
to  be  the  great  lay-preacher  of  mo¬ 
rality  to  the  nation. 

44  The  Rambler  is  a  great  t  ft  Ik  for 
one  perfon  to  accomplifh,  fingle* 
handed.  For  he  was  .a  flitted  only  in 
two  eflavs  by  Richardfon,  two  by 
Mrs.  Carter,  and  one  by  Mils  Tal¬ 
bot.  His  Idlers  had  more  hands. 
The  World,  The  Connoifieur,  (the 

Grays 
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Gray’s  Inn  Journal  an  exception) 
the  Mirror,  the  Adventurer,  the 
Old  Maid,  all  had  help-mates.  The 
toilet,  as  well  as  the  fhelf  and  table, 
have  tbefe  volumes,  lately  repub- 
lifhed  with  decorations.  Shenftone, 
his  fellow  collegian,  calls  his  ilyle  a 
learned  one.  There  is,  indeed,  too 
much  Latin  in  his  Englifh.  He 
feems  to  have  caught  the  infectious 
language  of  fir  Thomas  Brown, 
whofe  works  he  read,  in  order  to 
write  his  life.  Though  it  cannot 
be  faid,  as  Campbell  did  of  his  own 
lafi  work,  that  there  is  not  a  hard 
word  in  it,  nor  words  of  learned 
length,  in  the  poetical  phrafe  of  the 
Deferted  Village,  yet  he  does  not 
rattle  through  hard  words  and  fialk 
through  polyfyllables,  to  ufe  an  ex- 
prefiion  of  Addifon,  as  in  his  earlier 
productions.  His  fiyle,  (the  banter 
and  ridicule  of  Lexiphanes)  as  he 
fays  of  Pope,  became  fmoothed  by 
the  fey  the.  and  levelled  by  the"rol- 
ler.  It  pleafed  him  to  be  told  by 
Dr.  Robertfon,  that  he  had  read 
his  dictionary  twice  over.  It  he 
had  fome  enemies  beyond  and  even 
on  this  fide  of  the  Tweed,  he  had 
more  friends.  Only  he  preferred 
England  to  Scotland.  It  were  to 
be  wifhed,  he  had  not  pronounced, 
in  his  Hebridian  Tour,  whatever 
particular  provocation  was  before 
him,  that  44  a  Scotchman  muft  be 
a  fturdy  moralift  who  does  not  pre¬ 
fer  Scotland  to  truth.”  An  inad¬ 
vertent  expreffion  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  on  the  imputed  cowardice  of 
the  Americans,  accelerated  them 
into  enemies  and  heroes.  If  John- 
fon’s  accufation  had  been  more  con¬ 
fined,  a  Caledonian,  like  Wotton’s 
Embafiador,  might  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  exaggerate  for  the  honour 
of  his  country.  But  it  was  taken 
for  a  national  reflection,  never  to  be 
forgiven  nor  forgotten :  and  it  is 
confidered  as  a  breach  of  the  union, 


at  leaf!  between  Johnfon  and  Scot¬ 
land.  The  dead  cannot  fend  a^ne- 
goeiator  in  their  caule.  To  fav 
the  truth,  Johnfon  confefied  at  lafi, 
that  the  Scotch  would  never  forgive 
him  for  publifhing  that  book.  But 
he  never  wifhed  he  had  not  written 
it.  As  it  is  cowardly  to  infult  a 
dead  lion,  it  is  hoped,  that  as  death 
extinguifhes  envy,  it  alfo  does  ill- 
will:  “  for  Britifh  vengeance  wars 
not  with  the  dead.” 

44  The  well-known  fhort  epigram 
of  Cleiveland,  againff  our  fitter 
kingdom,  is  more  malignant  than 

o  '  ^  j 

all  that  Johnfon  has  faid  or  written. 
But  that  fhall  have  no  place  here. 
It  may  be  admitted  of  Johnfon,  at 
leafi  by  his  enemies,  as  it  was  faid 
of  South  by  Tillotfon,  44  that  he 
wrote  like  a  man,  hut  bit  like  a 
dog.”  This  may  be  applicable  to 
the  epic  poem  of  Fingal,  and  to  the 
perfonality  on  the  tranflator.  It 
puts  the  writer  in  mind  of  the  com¬ 
plaint  and  expreffion  of  fir  Ifaac 
Newton,  on  the  controverfy  of 
H  are  and  Bendy  about  Terence, 
that  “  it  was  a  fliame  two  fuch 
great  men  fhould  be  fighting  about 
a  play-book!”  The  particulars  of 
the  difpute  here  alluded  to  muff  be 
trufied  to  future  biographers.  Non 
nojlrum  inter  nos  tan/as  componcre  //- 
tes.  But  for  the  Injunction  of 
lord  Chefterfield,  44  not  to  feem  to 
be  ignorant,  (efpecially  as  an  hiflo- 
riographer)  of  any  fad:,”  this  lite¬ 
rary  and  perfonal  altercation  would 
not  have  been  referred  to. 

44  He  gave  himfelf  very  much  to 
companionable  friends  for  the  laft 
years  of  his  life,  (for  he  was  deli¬ 
vered  from  the  daily  labour  of  the 
pen,  and  he  wanted  relaxation)  and 
they  were  eager  for  the  advantage 
and  reputation  of  his  converfation. 
Therefore  he  frequently  left  his 
own  home,  (for  his  houfhold  gods 
were  net  numerous  or  fplendid 

enough 
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enough  for  the  reception  of  his 
great  acquaintance)  and  vifited 
them  both  in  town  and  country. 
This  was  particularly  the  cafe  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thraje  (ex  uno  difee 
t.nnes))  who  were  the  mod  obliging 
and  obliged'  ot  all  within  his  inti¬ 
macy,  and  to  whom  he  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  his  friend  Murphy.  He 
lived  with  them  a  great  part  of 
every  year.  He  formed  at  Streat- 
ham  a  room  for  a  library,  and  in- 
created  by  his  recommendation  the 
number  of  books.  Here  he  was  to 
be  found  (himfelf  a  library)  when 
a  friend  called  upon  him;  and  by 
him  the  friend  was  fure  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  to  the  dinner-table,  which 
Mrs.  Thrale  knew  how  to  fpread 
with  the  utmoff  plenty  and  ele¬ 
gance  ;  and  which  was  often  adorned 
with  fuch  gueils,  that  to  dine  there 
was,  epulis  aceumbere  d'rvwn.  Of 
Mrs.  Thrale,  if  mentioned  at  all, 
lefs  cannot  be  faid,  than  that  in  one 
ol  the  laced  opinions  of  Johnfon, 
u  if  fhe  was  not  the  wife  ft  woman 
in  the  world,  (lie  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  wittieft.”  She  took  or 
cati fed  fuch  care  to  be  taken  of  him, 
during  an  illnefs  of  continuance, 
that  Goldfmith  told  her,  he  owed 
his  recovery  to  her  attention.”  She 
taught  him  to  hy  up  fomething  of 
his  income  every  year.  Behdes  a 
natural  vivacity  in  converfation,  fire 
had  reading  enough,  and  the  gods 
had  made  her  poetical.  The  Three 
Warnings,  (the  lubjeft  file  owned 
not  to  be  original)  are  highly  inte- 
reffing  and  feriows,  and  literally 
come  home  to  every  body’s  bread 
and  bofom.  The  writer  of  this 
would  not  be  lorry  if  this  mention 
could  follow  the  lady  to  Milan.  At 
Streathain,  where  our  philologer 
was  alfo  guide,  philofopher,  and 
friend,  he  pa  Bed  much  time..  His 
inclinations  here  were  confulted, 


and  his  will  was  a  law.  With  this 
family  he  made  excurdons  into 
Wales  and  to'  Brigluhelmdone? 
Change  of  air  and  of  place  were 
grateful  to  him,  for  he  loved  vicif- 
litude.  But  he  could  not  long  en- 
dure  the  illiteracy  and  rufticity  of 
the  country  ;  for  woods  and  groves, 
and  hill  and  dale,  were  not  his 
feeries-— 

4t  Tower’d  cities  pleafe  us  then, 

“  Arid  tiie  feuly  hum  of  men.” 

16  On  hearing  that  this  literary 
lady  (one  of  the  joys  of  his  own 
life)  was  likely  to  be  courted  into 
matrimony  a  fecond  time,  Johnfon 
fet  himfelf  to  prevent  it,  and  wrote 
her  a  letter,  as  full  of  friendfhip  as 
her  heart  was  of  affefHon ;  to 
which,  or  to  a  fecond  letter  of  the 
objurgatory  kind,  it  is  faid,  die 
made  a  ipirited  reply.  He  offered, 
ill  as  he  was,  to  travel  to  her  to 
Bath,  with  all  poffible  expedition, 
to  expoffulate  with  her,  and  to  ob¬ 
tain  only  an  hour’s  converfation, 
with  the  hope  of  diffuading  her 
from  her  inclinations.  Can  Love 
be  controuled  by  advice?”  Hardly 
ever,  rl  hen,  44  Let  Cupid  and 
Hymen  agree!”  Johnfon  was  afked 
about  the  letter  in  print,  that  is  ad^ 
dreffed  to  her  and  ligned  with  his 
name  ;  which  occaGons  the  prefent 
extravagance  of  this  pen.  He  faid,  it 
exhibited  his  opinion,  but  had  not 
two  fentences  together  as  he  wrote 
them.  Fie  faid,  “  it  was  an  adum¬ 
bration  of  his  letter.” 

“  But.  the  greateft  honour  of  his 
life  was  from  a  vifit  that  he  received 
from  a  great  perfonage  in  the  library 
of  the  queen’s  palace — only  it  was 
not  from  a  king  of  his  own  mak¬ 
ing.  Johnfon,  on  his  return,  re¬ 
peated  the  converfation,  which  was 
much  to  the  honour  of  the  preat 

O 

perfon,  and  wgs  as  well  fupported 

Q  ^ 
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sas  Lewis  the  XIVth  could  have 
continued  with  Voltaire  He  laid, 
he  only  wanted  to  be  more  known, 
to  be  more  loved.  They  patted, 
much  pleated  with  each  other.  If 
it  is  not  an  impertinent  ftroke  of 
this  pen,  it  were  to  be  wilhed  that 
one  more  perfon  had  conveyed  an 
enquiry  about  him  during  his  laft 
Illnefs.  Every  body  has  left 
46  their  names,  or  wanted  to  know 

how  I  do,”  fays  he;  but——” 
In  his  younger  days  he  had  a  great 
many  enemies,  of  whom  hp  was 
not  afraid* 

*■'>  Afk  you  what  provocation  I  have  had  ? 

The  ftrong  antipathy  of  good  to  bad.” 

“  Churchill,  the  puiffant  fatirift, 
challenged  Johnfon  to  combat;  fa- 
tire  the  weapon.  Johnfon  never 
took  up  the  gauntlet  or  replied,  for 
he  thought  it  unbecoming  him  to 
defend  himfelf  againft  an  author 
who  might  be  refolved  to  have  the 
laft  word.  He  was  content  to  let 
his  enemies  feed  upon  him  as  long 
as  they  could.  This  writer  has 
heard  Churchill  declare,  u  that  he 
thought  the  poems  of  London,  and 
The  Vanity  of  Human  Wifhes,  full 
of  admirable  verfes,  and  that  all  his 
compofitions  wrere  diamonds  of  the 
jfirft  water.”  But  he  wanted  a  fub- 
jedt  for  his  pen  and  for  raillery,  and 
fo  introduced  Pompofo  into  his  de- 
fcriptions.  **  For,  with  other  wife 
folks,  he  fat  up  with  the  ghoft.” 
Our  author,  who  had  too  implicit  a 
confidence  in  human  teftimony,  fol¬ 
lowed  the  nevvfpaper  invitation  to 
Cock-lane,  in  order  to  detedt  the 
Impoftor,  or,  if  it  proved  a  being 
of  an  higher  order,  and  appeared 
In  a  queftionable  fhape,  to  talk 
with  it.  Poderity  muft  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  fmile  at  the  credulity  of  that 
period.  Johnfon  had  otherwife  a 
vulnerable  ficR;  for  he  \yqs  ope  of 


the  few  non-jurors  that  were  left, 
and  it  was  fuppofed  he  would  never 
bow  the  knee  to  the  Baal  of  whig? 
gifin.  This  reign,  which  difdained 
proscription,  began  with  granting 
penfions  (without  requiring  their 
pens)  to  learned  men. 

“  Johnfon  was  unconditionally 
offered  one ;  but  fuch  a  turn  was 
given  to  it  by  the  laft  mentioned  fa- 
tirical  poet,  that  it  might  have 
made  him  angry  or  odious,  or  both,. 
Says  Churchill,  amongft  other  paf- 
ftiges  very  entertaining  to  a  neutral 
reader-— 

u  He  damns  the  penfion  that  he  takes. 
And  loves  the  Stuart  he  forfakes.” 

Not  fo  faft,  great  fa ti rift— -for 
he  had  now  no  friends  at  Rome. 
In  the  fport  of  converfation,  he 
would  fometimes  take  the  wrong 
fide  of  a  queftion,  to  try  his  hear¬ 
ers,  or  for  his  own  exertions.  But 
this  may  do  mifchicf  fometimes. 
ii  For,  without  aiming  at  ludicrous 
quotation,  he  could  difpute  on  both 
fides,  and  confute.”  Among  thofe 
he  could  truft  himfelf  with,  he 
would  enter  into  imaginary  combat 
with  the  whigs,  and  has  now  and 
then  (hook  the  principles  of  a  fturdy 
revolution'll!.  Ail  ingenious  men 
can  find  arguments  for  and  againft 
every  thing:  and  if  their  hearts 
are  not  good,  they  may  do  mifchief 
with  their  heads.  On  all  occafions 
he  prefted  his  antagonift  with  fo 
ftrong  a  front  of  argument,  that  he 
generally  prevented  his  retreat. 
“  Every  body,”  faid  an  eminent 
detedtor  of  impoftors,  “  muft  be 
cautious  how  they  enter  the  lifts 
with  Dr.  Johnfon.”  He  wrote 
many  political  tradfs  fince  his  pen- 
fton.  Perhaps  he  would  not  have 
written  at  all,  unlefs  impelled  by 
gratitude^  But  he  wrote  his  genu¬ 
ine  thoughts,  and  imagined  himfelf 

contends 
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contending  on  the  right  fide.  A 
great  parliamentary  character  feems 
to  refolve  all  his  American  notions 
into  the  vain  expectation  of  rocking 
/a  man  in  the  cradle  of  a  child, 
johnfon  recounted  the  number  of 
his  opponents  with  indifference.  He 
wrote  for  that  government  which 
had  been  generous  to  him.  He  was 
too  proud  to  call  upon  lord  Bute,  or 
leave  his  name  at  his  honfe,  though 
he  was  told.it  would  be  agreeable  to 
his  lordfliip,  for  he  laid  he  had  per¬ 
formed  the  greater  difficulty,  for  he 
had  taken  the  penfion. 

44  The  lad:  popular  work,  to  him 
an  eafy  and  a  pleating  one,  was  the 
writing  the  Lives  of  our  Poets,  now 
reprinted  in  four  oCtavo  volumes. 
He  finifhed  this  bufmefs  fo  much  to 
the  fatisfaiftion  of  the  bookfellers, 
that  they  prefen  ted  him  a  gratuity 
of  one  hundred  pounds,  having  paid 
him  three  hundred  pounds  as  his 
price.  The  Knaptons  made  Tindal 
a  large  prefent  on  the  luccefs  of 
his  trandation  of  Rapin’s  hidory. 
But  an  unwritten  fpace  mud  be 
found  for  what  Johnibn  did  refpedt- 
ing  Shakfpeare  ;  for  the  writer  and 
reader  obferve  a  diforder  of  time  in 
this  page.  He  took  fo  many  years 
to  pubiidi  his  edition,  that  his  fub- 
feribers  grew  difpleafed  and  cla¬ 
morous  for  their  books,  which  he 
might  have  prevented  j  for  he  was 
able  to  do  a  great  deal  in  a  little 
time.  Though  for  collation  he  was 
not  fit.  He  could  not  pore  long  on 
a  text.  It  was  Columbus  at  the 
oar.  It  was  on  mod  literary, 
points  difficult  to  get  himfelf  into  a 
willingnefs  to  work.  Fie  was  idle, 
or  unwell,  or  loth  to  adt  upon  com- 
pulfion.  But  at  lad  he  tried  to 
awake  his  faculties,  and,  like  the 
lethargic  porter  of  the  cadlc  of  In¬ 
dolence,  “  to  rou fe  himfelf  as  much 
as  roufe  himfelf  he  can.”  He  con¬ 
ic ; fifed  that  the  publication  of  his 


Shakfpeare  anfwered  to  him  in 
every  refpect.  He  had  a  very  1  rge 
fubfeription. 

44  Dr.  Campbell,  then  alive  in 
Queen- f  qua  re,  who  had  a  volume 
in  his  hand,  pronounced,  that  the 
preface  and  notes  were  worth  the 
whole  fubfeription  money.  You 
would  think  the  text  not  approved 
or  adjuded  by  the  pad  or  prefent 
editions,  and  requiring  to  be  fettled 
by  the  future.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
next  editors  will  have  read  all  the 
books  that  Shakfpeare  read:  a  pro- 
mi  fe  our  Johnfon  gave,  but  was  not 
able  to  perform. 

“  The  reader  is  apprized,  that 
this  memoir  is  only  a  fketch  of  life, 
manners,  and  writings  — 

il  In  every  work  regard  the  writer’s  end  ; 
“  For  none  can  c-ompafs  more  than  they 
“  intend.” 

t4  It  looks  forwards  and  backwards 
aimed  at  the  fame  time.  Like  the 
nightingale  in  Strada,  44  it  hits  im¬ 
perfect  accents  here  and  there.’* 
Hawkefworth,  one  of  the  Johnfo- 
nian  fchool,  upon  being  afked,  whe¬ 
ther  Johnfon  was  an  happy  man, 
by  a  gentleman  who  had  been  jud 
introduced  to  him,  and  wanted  to 
know  every  thing  about  him,  con- 
fedbd,  that  he  looked  upon  him  as  a 
mod  miferable  being.  The  mo¬ 
ment  of  enquiry  was  probably  about 
the  time  he  tad  his  wife,  and  fent 
for  Hawkefworth,  in  the  mod  ear¬ 
ned  manner,  to  come  and  give  him 
confolation  and  his  company.— 
‘4  And  fereen  me  from  the  ills  of 
life!’5  is  the  conclulioti  of  his  iom- 
brous  poem  on  November.  In  hap¬ 
pier  moments  (for  who  is  not  fub- 
je6t  to  every  ikyey  influence,  and 
the  evil  of  the  hour?)  he  would 
argue,  and  prove  it  in  a  fort  of  dif- 
fertation,  that  there  was,  generally 
and  individually,  more  of  natural 
and  moral  good  than  of  the  con- 
C  2  ^  trary 
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trary.  He  aflerted,  that  no  man 
could  pronounce  he  aid  not  feel 
more  pleafure  than  mifery.  Every 
body  would  not  an  Ever  in  the  affir¬ 
mative;  for  an  ounce  of  pain  out¬ 
weighs  a  pound  of  pleafure.  There 
are  people  who  wifn  they  had  never 
been  born—to  whom  life  is  a  difeafe 
—and  whole  apprehenfions  of  dy¬ 
ing  pains  and  ot  futurity  embitter 
every  thing.  The  reader  mu  ft  not 
think  it  impertinent  to  remark,  that 
John fon  did  not  choofe  to  pafs  his 
whole  life  in  celibacy.  Perhaps 
the  raffing  up  a  pofterity  may  be  a 
debt  and  duty  all  men  owe  to  thole 
who  have  lived  before  them.  John- 
fon  had  a  daughter,  who  died  before 
its  mother,  if  this  pen  is  not  mif- 
?aken . 

“  The  fuppofition  of  his  having 
had  a  daughter  was  groundiels. 
Mrs.  Johnfon  never  had  a  child  af¬ 
ter  her  marriage  with  the  doctor, 
nor,  from  her  advanced  age,  was 
fuch  an  event  probable. 

ii  When  thefe  were  gone,  he  loft 
his  hold  on  life,  for  he  never  mar¬ 
ried  again.  He  has  expreffed  a 
furprize  that  fir  Ifaac  New  ton  con¬ 
tinued  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  female  lex,  which  is  aliened  by 
Voltaire,  from  the  information  ol 
Chefelden,  and  is  admitted  to  be 
true.  For  curicfify,  the  flrft  and 
moft  durable  of  the  paffions,  might 
have  led  him  to  have  overcome  that 
Inexperience.  This  pen  may  as 
well  finifti  ( tli is  laft  point  in  the 
words  of  FonteneUe,  that  fir  Ifaac. 
never  was  married,  and  perhaps  ne¬ 
ver  had  time  to  think  of  it.  Whe¬ 
ther  the  funfhine  of  the  world  upon 
our  author  railed  his  drooping  fpi- 
rits,  or  that  the  lenient  hand  of 
time  removed  fomething  from  him, 
or  that  his  health  meliorated  by 
jningling  more  u  ith  the  croud  of 
mankind,  or  not,  he,  however,  appa¬ 


rently  acquired  more  chearfulncfs, 
and  became  more  fit  lor  the  labours 
of  life  and  his  literary  fivndfions, 
But  he  certainly  did  not  communu 
cate  to  every  intruder  every  uneafy 
fenfation  of  mind  and  body.  Who,, 
it  may  be  aiked,  can  determine  of 
the  pleafure  and  the  pain  or  others 
True  and  folemn  are  the  lines  of 
Prior,  in  his  Solomon — - 

<<  Who  breathes  muff  fuffer,  and  who 
“  thinks  muff  mourn  ; 

45  And  he  alone  is  bldft,  who  ne*er  was 
“  born.” 

44  johnfon  thought  he  had  no 
right  to  complain  of  his  lot  in  life, 
or  of  having  been  di  tap  pointed  :  the 
'World  had  not  tiled'  him  ill ;  it  had 
not  broke  its  word  with  him ;  it 
had  pro  mi  fed  him  nothing;  he  ai- 
pired  to  no  elevation;  he  had  fallen 
from  no  height.  Lord  Gower  en¬ 
deavoured  to  obtain  for  him,  by 
the  intereft  of  Swift,  the  mafteiiinp 
of  a  granunar-lchool  or  imall  in¬ 
come,  for  which  johnfon  was  not 
qualified  by  the  flatutes  to  become 
a  candidate.  His  lordfhip’s  letter, 
publifhed  fome  years  ago,  is  to  limp 
honour  of  the  iubjed;  in  praile  of 
his  abilities  and  integrity,  and  in 
co  mm  Reran  on  of  his  diftreiled  fitu- 
ation.  The  younger  Warton,  by 
his  influence,  procured  for  him  the 
honorary  degree  ot  Mailer  of  Arts 
at  Oxford,  on  the  co.nclufion  ot  his 
Dictionary.  John  fon  wi  fired,  for  a 
moment,  to  fill  the  chair  ot  a  pro- 
feffior,  at  Oxford,  then  become  va¬ 
cant,  but  he  never  applied  for  it. 
He  was  offered  a  good  living  by 
Mr.  Langton,  if  he  would  accept 
it,  and  take  orders ;  but  he  chofe 
not  to  put  off  his  lay  habit.  He- 
would  have  made  an  admirable  li¬ 
brary-keeper;  like  Calaubon,  Ma* 
gliabechi,  or  Bentley.  But  he  be¬ 
longed  to  the  world  at  large.  Hq 
was  nominated  to  be  profeffor  of 
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ancient  literature,  amongft  the  roy¬ 
al  iociety  of  artifts  at  Somerfet- 
place,  as  was  the  late  Dr.  Franklin 
of  hi  Rory.  A  poll  of  honour,  but 
of  nothing  elfe.  No  fuit  nor  ier- 
vice  to  be  performed.  Their  names 
did  not  appear  in  the  Red  Book,  or 
Court  Calendar,  amongft  the  other 
profeffors.  Johnfon  had  done  that 
lfate  fame  fervice,  during  their  in¬ 
corporation,  and  they  knew  it.” 
Talking  on  the  tooick  of  what  his 
inclinations  or  faculties  might  have 
led  him  to  have  been,  had  he  been 
bred  to  the  profeffion  of  the  law,  he 
has  faid  he  fnould  have  vv idled  for 
the  office  of  mafter  of  the  rolls. 
He  gave  into  this  idea  in  table-talk, 
partly  ferious  and  partly  jocole,  for 
it  was  only  a  manner  he  had  of  de- 
fcribing  himfelf  to  his  friends  with- 
out  vanity  of  his  parts  (for  he  was 
above  being  vain)  or  envy  of  the 
honourable  Rations  enjoyed  by  other 
men  of  merit.  He  would  correct 
any  compofitions  of  his  friends, 
( babes  confitentcm)  and  dictate  on 
any  fubjeCt  on  which  they  wanted 
information.  He  could  have  been 
an  orator,  if  he  would.  On  ac¬ 
count  of  his  occasional  connexion 
with  Dr.  Dodd,  for  whom  he  made 
a  bargain  with  the  bookfellers  for 
his  edition  of  the  Bible,  he  wrote  a 
petition  to  the  crown  for  mercy,  af¬ 
ter  his  condemnation.  To  comply 
with  the  dec] ue ft  in  a  letter  which 
he  received  during  divine  lervice  at 
Streafha'm  church*  he  retired  to 
Air.  Th rate’s,  “  relinquifhing,  as 
he  faid*  for  the  firft  time,  the  wor- 
fhip  of  his  Creator  to  ferve  a  fellow- 
creature.”  The  letter  he  com  pole  d 
for  the  tranllator  of  Ariofto,  that 
was  fent  to  Mr.  Haftings  in  Bengal, 
is  efteemed  a  mafter-piece.  Dr. 
Wai  ton,  of  Winchefter,  talked  of  it 
as  the  very  beli  he  ever  read.  He 
could  have  been  eminent,  if  he  chofe 
It,  in  letter-writing;  a  faculty  in 


which,  according  to  Sprat,  his  Cotv- 
ley  excelled.  His  epiftolary  and 
confidential  correfpondence  would 
make  an  agreeable  publication,  but 
the  world  will  never  be  trufted  with 
it.  He  wrote  as  well  yiverfe  as  in 
profe.  Though  he  com  poled  fo 
harmonioufiy  in  Latin  and  Englifh, 
he  had  no  ear  for  mu  lie ;  and  tho’ 
he  lived  in  fuch  habits  of  intimacy 
with  fir  Jofliua  Reynolds,  and  once 
intended  to  have  written  the  lives  of 
the  painters,  he  had  no  eye,  nor  per¬ 
haps  taife,  for  a  picture,  nor  a  land- 
fcape.  He  renewed  his  Greek  fome 
years  ago,  for  which  he  found  no 
occalion  for  twenty  years.  He 
owned  that  many  knew  more  Greek 
than  himfelf;  but  that  his  Grammar 
would  fliewhe  had  once  taken  pains*. 
Sir  William  Jones,  one  of  the  moil 
enlightened  of  the  Tons  of  men,  as 
johnfon  deferibed  him,  has  often 
laid  he  knew  a  great  deal  of  Greek* 
He  amufed  himfelf,  very  lately, 
with  tran  Rating  into  Latin  verte* 
many  of  the  Greek  epigrams;  and 
had  read  over  the  Expedition  o£ 
Xenophon,  and  the  Iliad  of  Homer, 
He  took  care  to  keep  up  all  his  flock 
of  learning  of  all  forts,  and,  in  the 
words  of  queen  Elizabeth,  ‘ 6  to 
rummage  up  his  old  Greek.”  With. 
French  authors  he  was  familiar. 
He  had  lately  read  over  the  works  of 
Boileau.  He  paffed  a  judgment  on 
Sherlock’s  French  and  Englilli  let¬ 
ters,  and  told  him  there  was  more 
French  in  his  Englifh,  than  Englifli 
in  his  French.  His  curiofitv  would 
have  led  him  to  read  Italian,  even 
if  Baretti  had  not  been  his  acquaint¬ 
ance.  Latin  was  as  natural  to  him 
as  Englifh.  He  feemed  to  know 
the  readied;  roads  to  knowledge, 
and  to  languages  their  conductors. 
He  poffelfed  himfelf  enough  of  the 
Saxon  tongue,  for  the  pur  pole  of 
his  work,  and  had  always  the  alii  fi¬ 
ance  of  Mr.  Lye,  when  he  wanted 
C  3  it* 
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it.  He  made  Rich  progrcfs  in  the 
Hebrew,  in  a  few  leflbns,  that  iur- 
prifed  his  guide  in  th  <t  tongue.  In 
company  with  Dr.  Barnard  and  the 
follows  at  Eton,  he  allonilhed  them 
all  with  the  difplay  of  his  critical, 
claflical,  and  profodical  tre.afures, 
and  alfo  himfelf,  for  he  protelled, 
on  his  return,  he  did  not  know  he 
was  fo  rich. 

44  Chrihopher  Smart  was  at  fir  if 
well  received  by  Johnfon.  This 
writer  owed  his  acquaintance  with 
our  author,  which  1  ailed  thirty 
years,  to  the  introduction  of  that 
bard.  Johnfon,  whofe  hearing 
was  not  always  good,  underltood 
he  called  him  by  the  name  of 
Th  ver,  that  eminent  fcholar,  li¬ 
brarian  of  Mancheher,  and  a  non¬ 
juror.  This  mitfake  was  rather 
beneficial  than  othenvife  to  the  per- 
fon  introduced.  Johnfon  had  been 
much  indifpofed  all  that  day,  and 
repeated  a  Pfalm  he  had  juft  tranf- 
lated,  during  his  affliction,  into 
Latin  verfe,  and  did  not  commit 
to  paper  ;  for  fo  retentive  was  the 
memory  of  this  man,  that  he  could 
always  recover  whatever  he  lent  to 
that  faculty.  Smart  in  return  re¬ 
cited  fome  of  his  own  Latin  com- 
politions.  Pie  had  tranilated  with 
fuccefs,  and  to  Mr.  Pope’s  appro¬ 
bation,  his  St.  Cecilian  Ode.  Come 
when  you  would,  early  or  late,  for 
he  delired  to  be  called  from  bed, 
when  a  vifitor  was  at  the  door  ; 
the  tea-table  was  lure  to  be  fpread, 
te  -veniente  die,  te  decedente. — With 
tea  he  cheered  himfelf  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  with  tea  he  folaced  himfelf  in 
the  evening  ;  for  in  thefe,  or  in 
equivalent  words,  he  expreffed  him¬ 
felf  in  a  printed  letter  to  [onas 
Hanway,  who  had  juft  told  the 
public,  that  tea  was  the  ruin  of  the 
nation,  and  of  the  nerves  of  every 
one  who  drank  it.  The  pun  upon 
his  favourite  liquor  he  heard  with 


a  fmile.  Though  his  time  feertied 
to  be  befpoke,  and  quite  engrofled, 
it  is  certain  his  houie  was  open  to 
all  his  acquaintance,  new  and  old. 
His  amanueniis  has  given  up  his 
pen,  the  printer’s  devil  has  waited 
on  the  Pairs  for  a  proof  fheet,  and 
the  prefs  has  often  Hood  hill.  His 
vifitors  were  delighted  and  inhruCt- 
ed.  No  fubjedf  ever  came  amifs  to 
him.  He  could  transfer  his  thoughts 
from  one  thing  to  another  with  the 
moh  accommodating  facility.  He 
had  the  art,  for  which  Locke  was 
famous,  of  leading  people  to  talk 
on  their  favourite  fubjeCfs,  and  on 
whar  they  knew  belt.  By  this  he 
acquired  a  great  deal  of  informa¬ 
tion.  What  he  once  heard  he 
rarely  forgot.  They  gave  him  their 
bell  converfation,  and  he  generally 
made  them  pleafea  with  themlelves, 
for  endeavouring  to  pleafe  him. 
Poet  Smart  tiled  to  relate,  44  that 
the  firll  converfation  with  him  was 
of  Rich  variety  and  length,  that  it 
began  with  poetry,  arffl  ended  at 
fluxions.”  He  always  talked  as  if 
he  was  talking  upon  oath.  Pie 
was  the  wife  if  perfon,  and  had  the 
moll  knowlege  in  ready  cafli,  this 
writer  had  the  honour  to  be  ac¬ 
quainted  with. — Here  a  little  paufe 
mull  be  endured.  The  poor  hand 
that  holds  the  pen  is  benumbed 
by  the  froll  as  much  as  by  a  tor¬ 
pedo.  It  Is  cold  within,  even  by 
the  fire- fide,  and  a  white  world 
abroad.  His  reader  has  a  moment’s 
lcifure  to  cenfure  or  commend  the 
harveh  of  anecdote  that  is  brought 
in,  for  his  fake  ;  and  if  he  has 
more  reading  than  ufual,  may  re¬ 
mark  for  or  againlf  it  in  the  manner 
of  the  Cardinal  to  Ariollo,  44  All 
this  may  be  true,  extraordinary, 
and  entertaining ;  but  where  the 
deuce  did  you  pick  it  all  up  ?”  The 
writer  perhaps  comes  within  the 
proverbial  obfervation,  that  the  in- 
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dulfitive  perfon  ends  often  in  the 
eharadter  of  the  tell-tale. — John- 
ion’s  advice  was  coni.nl ted  on  all 
occafions.  He  was  known  to  be  a 
good  cafuift,  and  therefore  had 
many  cafes  for  his  judgment.  It 
Is  notorious*  that  ibme  men  had 
the  wickednefs  to  over -reach  him, 
and  to  injure  him*  till  they  were 
found  out.  Lauder  was  of  the 
number,  who  made,  at  the  time, 
all  the  friends  of  Milton  his 
enemies.  For  this  he  expiated,  by 
composing  a  prologue  to  Comus, 
by  p railing  Milton,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  his  grcat^grand-datighter. 
There  is  nobody  lb  likely  to  be 
impofed  upon  as  a  good  man.  “  In 
the  bufinels  of  Lauder  (fays  John- 
fon,  in  a  letter)  I  was  deceived, 
partly  by  thinking  the  man  too 
frantic  to  be  fraudulent.”  His 
converfation,  in  the  judgment  of 
feveral,  was  thought  to  be  equal  to 
his  corredf  writings.  Perhaps  the 
tongue  will  throw  out  more  ani¬ 
mated  exptefiions  than  the  pen.  He 
faid  the  moil  common  things  in 
the  newel!  mariner.  He  alWays 
commanded  attention  and  regard. 
If  he  wrote  for  money,  he  talked 
for  reputation.  His  perfon,  though 
unadorned  with  drels,  and  even 
deformed  by  negledf,  made  you  ex¬ 
pert  fomething,  and  you  was  hardly 
ever  difappointed.  His  manner 
was  intereiiing  ;  the  tone  of  his 
voice,  and  the  fincerity  of  his  ex- 
prefiions,  even  when  they  did  not 
captivate  your  affections,  or  carry 
convidion,  prevented  contempt. 

No  wonder  he  talks  with  more 
fenfe  than  any  of  us,  laid  Gold- 
fmith,  for  it  is  difcharged  from  a 
larger  caliber.”  If  the  fine,  by 
Pope,  on  his  father,  can  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  Johnfon,  it  is  charader- 
iftic  of  him,  who  never  fwore,  nor 
told  a  lie.  If  the  firfi  fart  is  not 


confined  to  the  oath  of  allegiance* 
it  will  be  u feftil  to  inlet t  it. 

h  Ndr  dar’d  an  oath,  ho-r  hazarded  a  lie.’* 

a  It  niitft  be  owned,  his  eouna 
tfenance,  on  l'ome  occafions,  rt* 
fembled  too  much  the  medallic 
likenefs  of  Magliabechi,  <ts  exhi¬ 
bited  before  the  printed  account  of 
him  by  Mr.  Spence.  No  man 
dared  to  take  liberties  with  him, 
nor  flatly  contradld  him  ;  for  he 
could  repel  any  attack,  having 
ways  about  him  the  weapons  of  ri¬ 
dicule,  of  wit,  and  of  argument. 
No  man  Was  prophane  or  obfceiie 
in  his  company  ;  and  no  one  could 
leave  his  converfation  without  be¬ 
ing  wifer  Or  be; ter.  It  mull  be! 
owned,  that  fdine  who  had  the 
defire  to  be  admitted  to  him,  ■ 
thought  him  too  dogmatical*  and 
as  exacting  too  much  homage  to 
his  opinions,  and  came  no  more. 
For  they  laid,  while  he  prefided  in 
his  library,  fur  rounded  by  his  ad¬ 
mirers,  he  would,  u  like  Cato, 
give  his  little  lennte  laws,”  He 
had  great  know  lege  in  the  fc  fence 
of  human  hature,  and  of  the  fafhions 
and  cuifoms  of  life,  and  knew  the 
world  well.  Ele  had  often  in  his 
mouth  this  line  of  Pope, 

“  The  proper  ftudy  of  mankind  is  tnan.’ ' 

He  was  defirous  01  furv eying  life 
in  all  its  modes  and  forms,  and  iti 
all  climates.  Twenty  years  ago  he 
offered  to  attend  his  friend  V  an  fit- 
tart  to  India*  who  was  invited  there 
to  make  a  fortune  ;  but  it  did  not 
take  place;  He  talked  much  of 
travelling  into  Poland,  to  oblerve 
the  life  of  the  Palatines,  the  ac¬ 
count  of  which  (truck  his  curiofitg 
very  much.  His  RafTelas,  it  is  re-^ 
ported,  he  wrote  to  raife  a  purfe  of 
pecuniary  affi (lance  to  his  aged  mo¬ 
ther  at  Lichfield.  The  fir  if  title  of 
G  JL 
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his  manufcript  was,  “  Prince  of 
Ethiopia  ; ”  but,  as  he  had  eredded 
a  hi iiory  of  Seged,  king  of  Ethio¬ 
pia,  in  his  Ramblers,  he  changed 
it  to  Abyffinia.  He  had  formerly 
tranilated  an  account  of  thofe  coun¬ 
tries,  written  by  a  French  Jeluit. 
Mr.  Bruce  is  expe&ed  to  give  us  a 
hiilory  of  both  thefe  countries. 
The  happy  valley  he  would  hardly 
be  able  to  find  in  Abyldnia.  Dr. 
Young  ufed  to  fay,  u  that  Radelas 
Was  a  lump  of  wifdom.”  He  there 
difplays  an  uncommon  capacity  tor 
remark,  and  makes  the  bed  ufe  of 
the  defcriptions  of  travellers.  It  is 
an  excellent  romance.  But  his 
journey  into  the  Weflern  Iilands  is 
an  original  thing.  He  hoped,  as 
he  faid,  when  he  came  back,  that 
no  Scotchman  had  any  right  to  be 
angry  with  what  he  wrote.  It  is 
a  book  written  w  ithout  the  abidance 
of  books.  He  faid,  it  was  his 
wifli  and  endeavour  not  to  make  a 
iingle  quotation.”  His  curiofity 
mud:  have  been  excefiive,  and  hi s 
drength  undeeayed,  to  accomplifh 
a  journey  of  fuch  length,  and  fub- 
jedl  to  fuch  inconvenience.  .His 
book  was  eagerly  read.  One  of  the 
find  men  of  the  age  (lord  Camden) 
told  Mr.  Garrick,  u  that  he  would 
forgive  Johnfon  all  his  wrong  no¬ 
tions  refpedfing  America,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  writing  that  book.” 
Ele  thought  himfelf  the  hardier  for 
travelling.  Fie  took  a  tour  into 
France,  and  meditated  another  into 
Italy  or  Portugal,  for  the  fake  of 
the  climate.  But  Dr.  BrockleR 
by,  his  friend  and  phydcian,  ^and 
who  that  knows  him  can  wifh  for 
more  companionable  and  profellionai 
knowlege  ?)  conjured  him,  by  every 
argument  in  his  power,  not  to  go 
abroad  in  the  date  of  his  health  ; 
but  that  if  he  was  refolved  on  the 
firil:,  and  wifiied  for  fomething  ad¬ 


ditional  to  his  income,  defired  he 
would  permit  him  to  accommodate 
him  out  of  his  fortune  with  one 
hundred  pounds  a  year,  during  his 
travels,  to  be  paid  by  indalments. 

“  Ye  little  Pars,  hide  your  diniiuifh’d 
heads.” 

The  reply  to  this  generodty  was  to 
this  effedd,  “  That  he  would  not  be 
obliged  to  any  perfon’s  liberality, 
but  to  his  king’s.”  The  conti¬ 
nuance  of  this  defign  to  go  abroad, 
occadoned  the  application  for  an 
increafe  of  pendon,  that  is  fo  ho¬ 
nourable  to  thofe  who  applied  for 
it,  and  to  the  lord  chancellor,  who 
gave  him  leave  to  draw  on  his  ban¬ 
ker  for  any  fum.  It  is  juft  come  to 
the  knowlege  of  this  narrator,  that 
Mr.  Gerard  Hamilton  offered  John- 
fon  his  purfe  of  one  hundred  gui¬ 
neas  (bonos  erit  huic  quoque)  ;  but  it 
was  not  accepted,  u  for,  faid  john¬ 
fon,  I  am  worth  fifteen  hundred 
pounds!”  A  fum  of  money  that 
would  laid  longer  than  the  whole 
half-guinea  that  Parfon  Adams 
boa  lied  was  lufficient  for  all  his 
charges  and  expences.  The  reader, 
if  he  is  in  a  good  humour,  may  not 
diflike  the  comparative  allufion, 
Adams,  for  the  moment,  was  richer 
than  johnfon.  With  the  courage 
of  a  man,  Johnfon  demanded  to 
know  of  Brocklefby,  if  his  reco¬ 
very  was  impoilible  ?  Being  an- 
fivered  in  the  affirmative  ;  u  then, 
fays  he,  I  will  f:ake  no  more  opium, 
and  give  up  my  phyficians.” 

“  At  laid  he  faid,  u  If  I  am 
worfe,  I  cannot  go  ;  if  I  am  better, 
I  need  not  go  ;  but  if  I  continue 
neither  better  nor  worfe,  I  am  as 
well  where  I  am.”  The  writer  of 
this  Sketch  could  wifli  to  have  com- 
mitred  to  memory  or  paper  all  the 
wdfe  and  fenfible  things  that  drop¬ 
ped  from  his  lips.  If  ihe  one  couLd 

have 
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have  been  Xenophon,  the  other  was 
a  Socrates,  jtiis  benevolence  to 
mankind  was  known  to  all  who 
knew  him.  Though  fo  declared  a 
friend  to  the  church  of  England, 
and  even  a  friend  to  the  Convoca¬ 
tion,  it  aflu redly  was  not  in  his 
wifh  to  perfecute  for  fpeculative 
notions.  He  uied  to  fay,  he  had 
no  quarrel  with  any  order  of  men, 
un lei's  they  diibelieved  in  revelation 
and  a  future  ft  ate.  This  writer  has 
permiffion,  from  Dr.  Dunbar,  to  pub¬ 
lish  this  fpecimen  of  his  pertinacious 
opinion :  for  which  Mr. Hume  would 
have  put  him  into  his  chapter  of  in¬ 
gots.  That  prominent  feature  injohn- 
fon’s  character  was  ftrongly  marked  m 
a  converiation  one  morning  with  me 
tin  a  the.  He  reproached  me  in  a 
very  ferious,  though  amicable  drain, 
for  commending  Mr.  Hume  as.  I 
had  done  in  my  E  flays  on  the  Hif- 
tory  of  Mankind,  i  vindicated  niy- 
felf  from  the  imputation  as  well  as 
I  was  able— But  he  remained  diffa- 
tisfied  ;  dill  condemned  my  praife 
of  Hume  ;  and  added  :  u  For  my 
part,  iir,  I  fl  10 u i d  as  loon  hate 
praifed  a  mad  dog.” 

Another  morning  when  he  ex- 
podulated  with  me  on  the  fame  of¬ 
fence,  I  anfwered,  that  I  had,  in¬ 
deed,  commended  Mr.  Hume  for 
talents  which  really  belonged  to 
him  ;  but,  by  no  means  ?or  his 
Scepticifm,  his  infidelity',  or  1  (re¬ 
ligion.  44  I  could  not,  fir,  laid 
johnfon,  44  on  any  account,  have 
been  the  inftrument  of  his  praile. 
When  I  pu.bl .died  my  DiOionary,  I 
might  have  quoted  Hobbes  as  an  ■au¬ 
thority  in  la ng u a ge,  a s  w e 1 1  a s  m a n v 
other  writers  of  his  time  :  but  I 
■  Horned,  fir,  to  quote  him  .at  all  ; 
becaule  1  did  not  kke  his  p‘in- 
ciplcs.”  He  would  indeed  ha'  e 
fided  with  Sacheve>e!l  again  it 
Daniel  Burgeis,  if  he  thought 
the  church  was  in  danger.  His 


hand  and  his  heart  were  al¬ 
ways  open  to  charity.  The  ob¬ 
jects  under  his  own  roof  were  only 
a  few  of  the  fubjebts  for  relief.  He 
was  at  the  head  of  fubfeription  in 
cafes  of  diftrefs.  His  guinea,  as 
he  laid  of  another  man  of  a  boun¬ 
tiful  difpofition,  was  always  ready. 
He  wrote  an  exhortation  to  pubhc 
bounty.  He  drew  up  a  paper  to 
recommend  the  French  pri loners* 
in  the  laid  war  but  one,  to  the  En- 
jrlifli  benevolence  ;  which  was  of 
Service.  He  implored  the  hand  of 
benevolence  for  others,  even  when 
he  aim  oft  teemed  a  proper  object  of 
it  himfelf. 

i4  Like  his  hero  Savage  while  in 
company  with  him,  he  is  fuppofed 
to  have  formerly  drolled  about  the 
ft  reefs  altnoft  houfelefs,  and  as  if  he 
was  obliged  to  go  without  the  cheat- 
ful  meal  of  the  day,  or  to  wander 
about  for  one,  as  is  reported  of  Ho¬ 
mer.  If  this  were  true,  it  is  no 
wonder  if  he  was  unknown,  or  un- 
inquired  after,  for  a  long  time  : 

g  Slow  rifes  worth  by  poverty  deprefs’cL** 

When  once  diitinguifhed,  as  he  ob- 
ferves  of  Afcham,  he  gained  admi¬ 
rers.  He  was  fitied  by  nature  for 
a  critic.  His  Lives  of  the  Poets 
(like  all  his  biographical  pieces)  are 
well  written.  He  gives  us  the  pulp 
without  the  hulks.  He  has  told 
their  perfonal  hiftory  very  weP. 
But  every  thing  is  not  new.  Per¬ 
haps  what  Mr.  Steevens  helped  hhn 
to,  has  increaftd  the  number  of  the 
bell  anecdotes.  But  his  criticifms 
of  their  works  are  of  the  molt 
worth,  and  the  greateft  novelty. 
His  perfpicacity  was  very  extraor¬ 
dinary.  He  was  able  to  take  mea,- 
fure  of  every  intelledtual  object ; 
and  to  fee  all  round  it.  If  he  chofe 
to  plume  himfelf  as  an  author,  he 
might  on  account  of  the  gift  of  in¬ 
tuition, 

“  The 
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u  The  hrighteft  feather  in  the  Eagle’s 
wing.” 


He  has  been  cenfured  for  want  of 
talle  or  good  nature,  in  what  he  fays 
of  Prior,  Gray,  Lyttelton,  Ham¬ 
mond,  &nd  others,  and  to  have 
praifed  fome  pieces  that  nobody 
thought  highly  of.  It  was  a  fault 
in  our  critic  too  often  to  take  occa- 
fion  to  fliew  himfelf  fttperior  to  his 
fubjeCt,  and  alfo  to  trample  upon 
it.  There  is  no  talking  about  tafie. 
Perhaps  johnfon,  who  fpoke  from 
his  laft  feelings,  forgot  thole  of  his 
youth.  The  love  verfes  of  Waller 
and  others  have  no  charms  for  old 
age.  Even  Prior’s  Henry  and 
Emma,  which  pleafed  the  old  and 
furly  Dennis,  had  no  attractions  for 
him.  Of  Gray,  he  always  fpoke 
as  he  wrote,  and  called  his  poetry 
artificial.  If  word  and  thought  go 
together,  the  odes  of  Gray  were 
not  to  the  fatlsfaCtion  of  our  critic. 
But  what  compolition  can  hand  be¬ 
fore  the  porcupine  pen  of  criticifm  ? 
Mr.  Potter,  the  elegant  tranflator 
of  iEfchylus,  has  ably  defended 
the  ode  and  ode-writing  of  Gray 
again!!  the  opinion  of  Johnfon  fo 
has  a  Scotch  profellbr,  ill  an  enter¬ 
taining  but  farcaftical  imitation  of 
his  language  and  criticilm.  Lyt¬ 
telton,  Akenfide,  and  Hammond, 
have  alfo  found  friends  in  their  de* 
fence  again  ft  Johnfon’s  accufation. 
He  made  fome  frelh  obfervations 
on  Milton,  by  placing  him  in  a 
new  point  of  view:  and  if  he  has 
{hewn  more  of  his  excellencies  than 
Addifon  does,  he  accompanies  them 
with  more  defeats.  He  took  no 
critic  from  the  ftielf,  neither  Arif- 
totle,  Bobu,  nor  Boileau.  He 
hardly  liked  to  quote,  much  more 
to  heal.  He  drew  his  judgments 
from  the  principles  of  human  na¬ 
ture,  of  which  the  Rambler  is  full, 
before  the  Element  of  Criticifm 


by  Lord  Kahns  made  their  appear* 
ance. 

It  may  be  inferted  here,  that 
Johnfon,  loon  after  his  coming  to' 
London,  had  thought  of  writing  » 
Hiftory  of  the  Revival  of  Learn¬ 
ing.  The  bookfellers  had  other 
fervice  to  offer  him.  But  he  never 
undertook  it.  The  proprietors  of 
the  Uni  verbal  Hiftory  wiflied  hint 
to  take  any  part  ill  that  voluminous 
work.  But  he  declined  their  offer. 
His  laft  employers  wanted  him  to 
undertake  the  life  of  Spenfer.  But 
he  faid,  Warton  had  left  little  or 
nothing  for  hint  to  do.  A  fyftem 
of  morals  next  was  propofed.  But 
perhaps  he  chofe  to  promile  nothing 
more  He  thought,  as,  like  the 
running  horfe  in  Horace,  he  had 
done  his  bell,  he  fhould  give  up 
the  race  and  the  chace.  His  cha- 
ratfer  for  learning  lifted  him  into 
fo  much  confequence,  that  it  occa* 
honed  leveral  refpedable  writers  to 
dedicate  their  works  to  him.  This 
was  to  receive  more  reverence  than 
he  paid.  Mufphy  (to  whom  he 
was  obliged,  as  he  often  faid,  for 
many  locial  happinebes)  addrebed 
to  him  an  imitation  of  a  fatire  of 
Boileau  :  and  Goldfmith  dedicated 
a  comedy  to  him,  and  praifed  hint 
for  what,  as  he  explained  it,  John¬ 
fon  would  like  to  be  praifed — “  his 
piety,  and  his  wit.”  Franklin,  (as  a 
iincere  admirer  of  his  relpedlable 
character)  infcribed  his  tranftation 
of  Lucian’s  Demonax  to  him,  and 
terms  him  the  Demonax  of  the 
prefent  age.  His  dependent  Le- 
vett  died  t ridden ly  under  his  roof. 
He  preferved  his  name  from  obli¬ 
vion,  by  writing  an  elegiac  epi¬ 
taph  for  him,  which  fhews  that  his 
poetical  fire  was  not  extinguished* 
and  is  fo  appropriate,  that  it  could, 
belong  to  no  other  perlon  in  the 
world.  Johnfon  faid,  thar  the  re-, 
mark  of  appropriation,  was  juft 
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:riticifm  ;  his  friend  was  induced  to 
pronounce,  that  he  would  not  have 
to  good  an  epitaph  written  for  him* 
Hf.  Pope  has  nothing  equal  to  it 
n  his  fepulc'hral  poetry.  When 
tie  dined*  with  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  a 
private  table  in  the  city,  their  mu¬ 
tual  altercations  were  forgot,  at 
leaf:  for  that  day.  Johnfon  did 
not  remember  the  North  Briton, 
nor  the  fharpnefs  of  a  paper  againlt 
his  defcription  or  definition  of  an 
alphabetical  point  animadverted 
upon  in  his  Dictionary  by  that  man 
of  acutenefs  ;  who,  in  his  turn, 
forgot  the.  feverity  of  a  pamphlet 
of  Johnfon’s.  All  was,  during  this 
meal,  a  reciprocation  of  wit  and 
good  humour.  During  the  annual 
contefl:  in  the  city,  Johnfon  con- 
felled,  that  Wilkes  would  make  a 
very  good  chamberlain.  When 
Johnfon  (who  had  faid  that  he 
would  as  foon  dine  with  jack  Ketch 
as  with  jack  Wilkes)  could  lit  at 
the  fame  table  with  this  patriot, .  it 
may  be  concluded  he  did  not  write 
his  animofities  in  marble. — -johnfon 
was  famous  for  faying  what  aie 
called  geod  things .  Mr.  Bolwell, 

who  liftened  to*  him  for  fo  many 
years,  has  probably  remembei  ed 
manv.  He  mentioned  many  of 
them  to  Paoli,  who  paid  him  the 
iaii  tribute  of  a  vifit  to  his  grave. 
If  johnfon  had  had  as  good  eyes  as 
Bofwell,  he  might  have  feen  more 
trees  in  Scotland,  perhaps,  than  he 
mentions. 

44  This  is  not  the  record-office 
for  his  fayings  :  but  a  few  muff  be 
recollected  here*  For  Plutarcn  has 
not  thought  it  beneath  his  dignity 
to  relate  fome  things  of  this  fort, 
offome  of  his  heroes.  44  Pray,  Dr. 
Johnfon  (laid  fomebody),  is  the 
mailer  of  the  manfion  at  Streaiham 
a  man  of  much  converfation,  or  is 
he  only  wife  and  lilent  44  He 
{hikes, ”  fays  Johnfon,  4f  once  an 


hour,  and  I  fuppofe  (hikes  right. ** 
Mr.  Thrale  left  him  a  legacy,  and 
made  him  an  executor.  It  came  to 
Johnfon’s  ears,  that  the  great  book- 
feller  in  the  Strand,  on  receiving 
the  laid  manufcrpt  flieet  of  his 
Dictionary,  had  faid,  44  Give  John- 
fon  his  money,  for  I  thank  God  1 ' 
have  done  with  hinW’  The  phi- 
loioger  took  care  that  he  fliould  re¬ 
ceive  his  compliments,  and  be  in¬ 
formed,  44  he  was  extremely  glad 
he  returned  thanks  to  God  for  any¬ 
thing. ”  Well  known  is  the  rude 
reproof  he  gave  to  a  talker,  who 
afferted,  that  every  individual  in 
Scotland  had  literature.  (By  the 
by,  modem  itatefmen  do  not  with 
that  every  one  in  the  king’s  domi¬ 
nions  fhould  be  able  to  write  and 
read.)  44  The  general  learning  of 
the  Scotch  nation  (faid  he,  in  a  bad 
humour)  refembles  the  condition  of 
a  fliip’s  crew,  condemned  to  Ihott 
allowance  of  provifions;  every  one 
has  a  mouthful,  and  nobody  a  belly- 
full.*'  Mr,  Garrick  ufed  to  relate 
an  incident,  with  great  humour, 
but  without  perfonal  miroickry  (of 
which  perhaps  he  was  the  inventor, 
and  the  inheritance  went  to  Foote), 
fays  the  communicator,  who  dcfired 
it  might  have  a  place  here  that  made 
a  good  dory,  as  he  told  it  John¬ 
fon  was  once  befet  with  questions, 
by  fomebody,  about  the  merits  of 
the  tragedy  of  Douglas,  that  had 
j uft  made  its  public  appearance. 
After  fubmitting  to  hear  fome  fa¬ 
vourite  descriptive  paffage, .  which 
the  reciter  praifed  to  the  Ikies,  ig¬ 
norantly  or  hypocritically,  he  was 
a  Iked,  if  there"  ever  had  been  writ¬ 
ten  lines  fo  tranfcendently  excellent 
by  any  other  poet  ?  To  get  rid  of 
the  importunity,  Johnfon  impetu- 
ouilv  replied;  “Yes,  by  many  a 
man — by  many  a  woman — and  by 
many  a  child.’ — This  a n fa e r  im¬ 
mediately  checked  the  enthufiafm  of 

the 
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the  querift.  On  reporting  this  de- 
cifion  at  a  table,  it  was  alferted  in 
company,  that  Johnfon  took  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  faying  this  again,  to  a 
very  eminent  fcholar  at  Edinburgh, 
whom  he  made  an  enemy  by  it. 

“  This  opinion  of  our  critic  was 
not  meant  as  a  fe  verity  againft  Dou¬ 
glas  ;  for  he  had  laid,  “  he  thought 
it  as  good  ,  a  firft  play  as  he  had 
read.”  Gray  commended  it  excef- 
fively.  It  accordingly  holds  its 
rank"  at  the  theatre.  Its  merits,  and 
the  great  performance  of  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  lady  Randolph  by  Mrs. 
Siddons,  who  is  above  praife,  bring 
It  into  frequent  reprefentation,  and 
occaiion  clapping  hands  and  weep¬ 
ing  eyes.  Johnfon  received,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  year,  a  long 
and  agreeable  vifit  from  this  afirefs. 
On  his  being  aiked  afterwards,  if 
he  could  not  wifh  to  compofe  a  part 
in  a  new  tragedy  (Euripides  and 
Voltaire  wrote  plays  when  they 
were  older  than  Johnfon)  to  difplay 
her  powers  ?  He  replied,  “  Mrs. 
Siddons  excels  in  the  pathetic,  for 
which  I  have  no  talent.”  Then, 
fays  his  friend,  imperial  tragedy 
mu  ft  belong  to  you  (alluding  to  his 
Irene.)  Johnfon  fmiled.  Of  this 
enough.  His  fize  has  been  deferib  • 
ed  to  be  large :  bis  mind  and  perfon 
both  in  a  large  feale.  His  face  and 
features  are  happily  preferved  by 
Reynolds  and  by  Nollikens.  His 
face  and  (boulders  were  moulded  and 
taken  off  fince  his  death,  (alas ! 
how  changed  from  him!)  by  Hof- 
kins,  of  St.  Martin’s-lane,  from 
which  a  bull  is  made.  His  elocu¬ 
tion  was  energetic,  and,  in  the 
words  of  a  great  fcholar  in  the 
North,  who  did  not  like  him,  he 
fpoke  in  the  Lincolnfhire  dialect. 
His  articulation  became  worfe,  by 
fome  dental  Ioffes.  But  he  never 
was  ftlent  on  that  account,  nor  un¬ 
willing  to  talk.  It  never  was  (aid 


of  him,  that  he  was  never  overtaken 
with  liquor,  a  declaration  bifhop 
Hoadly  makes  of  himfelf.  He  own¬ 
ed  that  he  drank  his  bottle  at  a  cer¬ 
tain  time  of  life.  Lions,  and  the 
fierce  ft  of  the  wild  creation,  faid  he, 
drink  nothing  but  water.  Like  Sa¬ 
lomon,  who  tried  To  many  things 
for  curiofity  and  delight,  he  re¬ 
nounced  itrong  liquors,  (ftrong  li¬ 
quors,  according  to  Fenton,  of  all 
kinds,  were  the  averfionof  Milton) ; 
and  he  might  have  faid,  as  that  king 
is  made  to  do  by  Prior, 

C(  I  drank,  I  lik’d  it  not,  ’twas~  rage, 

u  ’twas  noife, 

“  An  airy  feene  of  tranfrtory  joys.” 

His  temper  was  not  naturally  fmooth, 
but  feldom  boiled  over.  It  was 
worth  while  to  find  out  the  m cilia 
tempora  fandi .  The  words  nugarunt 
contemptor  fell  often  from  him  in  a 
reverie.  When  afked  about  them, 
he  faid,  he  appropriated  them  from 
a  preface  of  Dr.  Hody.  He  was 
defirous  of  feeing  every  thing  that 
was  extraordinary  in  art  or  nature  ; 
and  to  referable  his  Imlac  in  his  mo* 
ral  romance  of  Raffelas.  It  was  the 
fault  of  fortune  that  he  did  not 
animadvert  on  every  thing  at  home 
or  abroad.  He  had  been  upon  the 
falt-water,  and  obferved  fomething 
of  a  fea-life  :  of  the  uniformity  of 
the  feene,  and  of  the.  ficknefs  and 
turbulence  belonging  to  that  ele¬ 
ment,  he  had  felt  enough.  He  had 
feen  a  little  of  the  military  life  and 
difeipline,  by  having  puffed  whole 
days  and  nights  in  the  camp,  and 
in  the  tents,  at  Warley  Common. 
He  was  able  to  make  himfelf  enter¬ 
taining  in  his  defeription  of  what  he 
had  feen.  A  lpark  was  enough  to 
illuminate  him.  The  giant  and  the 
Corfiean  fairy  were  objects  of  at¬ 
tention  to  him.  The  riding-horfes 
in  Aftlev’s  amphitheatre  (no  new 
public  am ufe merit,  for  Homer  al¬ 
ludes 
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tud«s  to  it)  he  went  to  fee  ;  and  on 
the  fireworks  of  Torn  he  wrote  a 
Latin  poem. 

“  The  ftudy  of  humanity,  as 
was  mmnoufly  faid  of  the  great 
Bentley,  had  not  made  him  inhu¬ 
man.  He  never  wantonly  brandifh- 
ed  his  formidable  weapon.  He 
intended  to  keep  his  enemies  oft.  He 
did  not  mean,  as  in  the  advice  of 
Radcliffe  to  Mead,  44  to  bully  the 
world,  left  the  world  fhould  bully 
him.”  He  feemed  to  be  endowed 
with  great  clemency  to  all  fubordi- 


•tiite  beings.  He  laid,  44  he  would 


not  fit  at  table,  where  a  lobfter  that 


had  been  roafted  alive  was  one  of 
the  difhes.  H  is  charities  were  many  ; 
only  not  io  extenhve  as  his  pity, 
for  that  was  univerfal.  He  fre¬ 
quently  remarked,  that  every  year 
took  fomething  from  him  of  life, 
and  robbed  him  of  a  companion  or 
an  acquaintance.  He  had  laid  in 
his  Preface  to  his  Dictionary,  that 
he  had  outlived  all  lie  wifiied  to 
pleafe.  However  fond  he  was  of 
exiftencc,  and  afraid  ot  death,  he 
would  have  thought  the  lot  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  wifh  and  punifhment  of 
the  ancients,  ultimus  fuorum  moria- 
tur  f  intolerable.  An  evening  con¬ 
vivial  club,-  for  three  nights  in  every 
week,  was  contrived  to  amufe  him, 
in  Eftex-ftreet,  founded,  according 
to  his  own  words,  44  in  frequency 
and  parfimony  to  which  he  gave 
a  fet  of  rules,  as  Ben  Jonfon  did 
1 1 is  leges  con'vi'vahs  at  the  Devil  ta¬ 
vern- — Jo-Unlon  afked  one  of  his  exe¬ 
cutors,  a  few  days  before  his  death 
(which,  according  to  his  will,  he 
ex  periled  every  day)  ‘4  wheie  do  }ou 
intend  to  bury  me  ?”  He  anlwered, 
44  In  Weftminfter  Abbey.”  Then,” 
continued  he, 44  place  a  ftone  over  my 
grave  (probably  to  notify  the  fpor) 
that  my  remains  may  not  be  dtf- 
turbed.”  This  direction  is  exe¬ 
cuted,  Tils  expectations  ot  death 


were  fo  immediate,  that  he  had  not 
time  to  bequeath  his  houfe  at  Litch¬ 
field,  to  maintain  an  exhibition  at 
Pembroke -College,  as  he  had  re- 
iblved*  For  he  was  defirous  of 
paying  that  tributary  refpeift,  and 
of  taking  that  method  of  making 
himfelf  remembered  by  that  fociety. 

He  gave  a  copy  of  his  works  very' 
lately  to  Dr.  Adams,  the  prefent 
mailer,  who  had  been  his  tutor. 
Tutor  and  pupil  had  a  meeting  in 
the  way  to  London  from  Derby- 
fibre,  which  furnifhed  a  converfa- 
tion,  the  former  thinks,  (though 
old  in  years  and  in  wifdotn),  he 
(hall  be  the  better  for  as  long  as  he 
lives,  and  which,  if  Johnfon  had 
lived  longer,  the  world  alfo  might 
have  been  the  better  for.  He  in¬ 
tended  to  compote  and  publifh  a  vo¬ 
lume  of  Devotions,  fays  Dr.  Adams. 
Who  will  come  forth  with  an  in- 
feription  for  him  in  the  Poet’s-Cor- 
ner  r  Who  fhould  have  thought  that 
Garrick  and  johnfon  would  have 
their  lull  deep  together  ?  It  were  to 
be  wifhed  he  could  have  written  his 
own  epitaph  with  propriety.  None 
of  the  lapidary  inferiptions  by  Dr. 
Freind  have  more  merit  than  what 
johnfon  wrote  on  Thrale,  on  Gold- 
imith,  and  Mrs.  Salifbury.  By  the 
way,  one  of  thefe  was  criticifed,  by 
fome  men  of  learning  and  tafte,  from 
the  table  of  fir  jofiiua  Reynolds, 
and  conveyed  to  him  in  a  round 
robin.  Maty,  in  his  Review, 
praifes  his  Latin  epitaphs  very* 
highly.  This  fon  of  ftudy  and  of 

O  J  m  •'  . 

indigence  died  worth  above  feven- 
teen  hundred  pounds  ;  Milton  died" 
worth  fifteen  hundred.  His  legacy 
to  his  black  fervant  Frank  is  noble; 
and  exemplary.  Milton  left  in  his 
hand-writing  the  titles  of  feme  fu¬ 
ture  fubjedls  for  his  pen  ;  fo  did 
Johnfon.  The  bookfellers  gave  it 
out,  as  a  piece  of  literary  news,  that 
he  had  an  inclination  to  tranflate 

the 
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the  lives  of  Plutarch  from  the 
Greek.  It  appears  from  his  literary 
memorandum -book,  that  this  was 
one  of  the  talks  he  affigned  to  him- 
1'elf.  He  had  cut  out  fo  much  for 
himfelf,  that  many  more  years  of 
life  would  not  have  concluded  thefe 
Herculean  labours.  The  winter  be¬ 
fore  he  died,  he  talked  ferioufly  of 
a  tranfiation  of  Thuanus,  one  vo¬ 
lume  of  which  is  already  tranflated 
in  folio,  by  Dr.  Wilfon  of  New¬ 
ark. 

ii  Johnfon  died  by  a  quiet  and  jilent 
expiration ,  to  ufe  his  own  words  on 
Milton  :  and  his  funeral  was  ref- 
peffably  and  numeroufly  attended. 
The  friends  of  the  doctor  were  happy 
on  his  eafy  departure,  for  they  ap¬ 
prehended  he  might  have  died  hard. 
Jt  mu  if  be  told,  that  a  diflhtisfadion 
was  expreffed  in  the  public  papers, 
*that  he  was  not  buried  with  all  pof- 
fible  funeral  rites  and  honours.  In 
all  proceffions  and  folemnities  fome- 
thing  will  be  forgotten  or  omitted. 
Here  no  difrefped:  was  intended. 
The  executors  did  not  think  them- 
felves  juftified  in  doing  more  than 
they  did.  For  only  a  little  cathedral 
fervice,  accompanied  with  lights  and 
rnuiic,  would  have  railed  the  price 
of  interment.  In  this  matter,  fees 
run  high  :  they  could  not  be  ex- 
cufed  ;  and  the  expences  were  to  be 
paid  from  the  property  of  the  de- 
ceafed.  His  funeral  expences  a- 
mounted  to  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  pounds.  Future  monumental 
charges  may  be  defrayed  by  the  ge~ 
nerofity  of  fubfcription  :  the  whole 
coft  will  be  more  than  the  laft  men¬ 
tioned  fum.  At  the  end  of  this 
Sketch,  it  may  be  hinted  (fooner 
might  have  been  prepolfeffion)  that 
Johnfon  told  this  writer,  for  he  law 
he  always  had  his  eye  and  his  ear 
upon  him,  that  at  fome  time  or  other 
he  might  be  called  upon  to  alfiff  a 
pofthumous  account  of  him. 


H  OF  Dr.  JOHNSON. 

A  hint  was  given  to  our  author,"  i 
many  years  ago,  by  this  rhapfodill, 
to  write  his  own  life,  left  Homebody 
fliouid  write  it  for  him.  He  has 
reafon  to  believe,  he  has  left  a  ma- 
nufcript  biography  behind  him.  His 
executors,  all  honourable  men,  will 
lit  in  judgment  upon  his  papers. 
Thuanus,  Buchanan,  Huetius, 
Bayle,  and  others,  have  been  theirr 
own  hiftorians,  or  journalifts. 

“  It  was  forgot  to  be  told,  that 
twenty  years  ago  he  gave  an  abftradti 
in  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine,  of 
Mr.  Ty tier’s  book,  in  vindication  of 
Mary  queen  of  Scots,  at  the  infti- 
gation  of  an  old  acquaintance.  Pro¬ 
bably  he  thought  her  innocent  of 
the  charge  of  writing  the  letters  to 
Bothwell. 

u  But  he  confelTed,  that  her  letting 
Bothwell  run  away  with  her,  and 
the  marrying  him  afterwards,  was 
very  profligate  and  indefenfible. 
This  writer  cannot  avoid  giving  the 
clatfical  reader,  Dryden’s  Virgil  lying 
upon  his  table,  a  parallel  adventure 
(for,  lays  Voltaire,  there  are  exam¬ 
ples  of  every  thing  in  this  world) 
of  Dido  the  queen  of  Carthage, 
who  was  ruined  by  love  (as  much 
as  the  deflring  and  the  definable 
Mary  of  Scotland),  and  followed 
her  paramour  iEneas  into  the  cave, 
where  and  when,  fays  poetical  hif- 
tory, 

“  She  call'd  it  marriage,  by  that  fpeci- 
“  ous  name 

“  To  veil  the  crime,  and  fan&ify  th< 
“  lhame.” 

(i  That  the  ceremonies  were  fliort, 
we  may  believe,”  fays  Dry  den,  foi 
Dido  was  not  only  amorous,  but  J 
widow.” 

44  He  wrote  the  plan  for  the  Li 
terary  Magazine,  and  furnifhed  i 
with  fome  excellent  eflfays  and  cri 
ticifms.  He  compofed  the  Preface 
to  the  Poems  of  Mifs  Williams,  th< 

Pre 
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Preface  toSully’s  Memoirs,  to  Mac- 
bean’s  Claffical  Geography,  and  to 
Adams  on  the  Globes.  Mr.  Davies 
collected  moil  of  his  Fugitive  Pieces 
into  three  handfome  volumes. 

He  had  a  large,  but  not  a 
fplendid  library,  near  5000  volumes. 
Many  authors,  not  in  hoilility  with 
him,  prefented  him  with  their 
works.  But  his  Rudy  did  not  con¬ 
tain  half  his  books.  He  poffeffed 
the  chair  that  belonged  to  the  Ci¬ 
ceronian  Dr.  King  of  Oxford, 
which  was  given  him  by  his  friend 
Vanfittart.  It  anfvvers  the  pur¬ 
poses  of  reading  and  writing,  by 
night  or  by  day  ;  and  is  as  valuable 
in  all  refpeCls  as  the  chair  of  Ari- 
ofto,  as  delineated  in  the  Prelace  to 


Hoole’s  liberal  tranfiarion  of  that 
poet.  Since  the  rounding  of  this 
period,  intelligence  is  brought,  that 
this  literary  chair  is  purchafed  by 
Mr.  Boole.  Relicks  are  venerable 
things,  and  are  only  not  to  be  wor- 
fhipped.  On  the  reading-chair  of 
Mr.  Speaker  Onflow  a  part  of  this 
hifiorical  (ketch  was  written. 

“  The  memory  of  fome  people, 
fays  Mably  very  lately,  “is  their 
underfianding.”  This  may  be 
thought,  by  fome  readers,  to  be  the 
cafe  in  point.  Whatever  anecdotes 
were  furnifhed  by  memory,  this  pen 
did  not  choofe  to  part  with  to  any 
compiler.  His  little  bit  of  gold  he 
has  worked  into  as  much  gold-leaf 
as  he  could. 
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By  Mr.  Tyers. 

Rored  his  health,  and  continued 


&i  Friday  the  rth  of  No- 

vember,  178:,  died  fud- 
denly,  Mr,  Theodofius  ForreR,  an 
attorney  of  good  reputation,  at  nis 
houfe  in  George-Rreet,  York-build- 
Infs,' — A  nervous  diforder,  attended 
with  a  black  jaundice,  which  gained 
ground  with  the  greateR  rapidity  on 
his  conflitution,  Riortened  his  days 
at  the  age  of  about  fifty-fix.  He 
was,  all  his  life  long,  in  poetical 
expreffion,  “  tremblingly  alive  all 
o’er.”  He  was  fo  anxious  in  the 
fervice  of  his  clients,  that,  at  thofe 
times,  he  may  be  laid  hardly  to 
have  known  what  deep  was.  ^  He 
was  obliged,  on  account  of  in- 
creafing  bodily  and  mental  dif- 
treffes,  to  refign  a  great  part  of  his 
profelfional  bufinefs.  It  was  hoped 
by  his  acquaintance,  that  a  fix 
weeks  tour  he  took  into  Ireland, 
this  HR  fummer.  would  have  re- 


him  much  longer  amongft  the  cir¬ 
cle  of  thofe  he  loved,  and  who 
loved  him;  for  he  declared,  on  his 
return,  that  he  went  from  London 
with  every  complaint,  and  felt  not 
a  difagreeable  ienfation  while  he 
was  abfent  from  home*  i  rue  is 
generally  found  that  medical  ob- 
iervaticn,  in  every  point  of  view, 
that  44  motion  is  the  tenure  of 
life;”  and  pertinent  is  the  old  La¬ 
tin  jingle,  44  /’ eregrinatio  serumnar- 
um  curatio  /”  But  neither  friend- 
fliip,  that  funfiline  of  life,  nor 
profperity,  that  preferver  of  good 
humour  to  the  end  of  it,  could 
fave  him  from  the  gloom  of  dejec¬ 
tion  and  defpair.  Thofe  who  faw 
him  during  his  lafi  month,  per¬ 
ceived  that  44  Melancholy  marked, 
him  for  her  own.”  It  was  a  great¬ 
er  forrow  than  furprize  to  find*  that 

in 
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In  the  defertion  of  reafon,  and 
from  not  knowing-  what  he  was  do¬ 
ing,  44  he  took  up  arms  again#  a 
lea  of  troubles,'7  and  left  his  poll, 
as  a  fentinel,  before  he  was  fum- 
rnoned  away— 44  Multi  idem  fccer  tint 
tt  b&niw*  At  the  beginning  of  life 
he  fiudied  drawing  under  Lambert, 
the  firth  landfcape-painter  j  (for,  as 
yet,  the  two  Sandbys,  Wilfon, 
Oainfborough,  Marlow,  Louth  er- 
hoiiFgh,  and  Wheatly,  were  not''4') 
or,  as  his  own  exprejlion  was,  he 
flood  behind  his  chair,  and  ac¬ 
quired  fach  a  relifh  for  the  arts 
that  it  never  forfook  him.  The 
Blind,  like  the  calk  in  Horace, 
will  long  retain  ids  habitual  fla¬ 
vour.  Till  within  this  year  or  two, 
lie  annually  exhibited  a  drawing  at 
the  Royal  Academy.  He  had  a 
great  number  of  them  at  his  own 
houfe,  and  a  good  collection  of 
thofe  of  other  artifts.  He  was 
univerfally  known  to  the  makers  in 
the  polite  arts,  but  was  not  envied 
or  difliked  by  any  of  them.  He 
was  considered,  as  John  foil  fays  of 
Cray,  by  Pope,  Swift,  and  Ar- 
tmthnot,  as  their  playfellow  and 
companion,  in  lie  ad  of  then;  rival. 
His  fath  er  f  called  him  off  from 
this  fed  active  employment  to  the 
lucrative  track  of  an  attorney,  and 
made  him  ferve  a  clerkfliip  under 
Mm;  but  though  he  was  obliged 
to  con  fide  r  the  law  as  his  wife,  the 
arts  were  the  mjflrefles  of  his  affec¬ 
tion.  He  bad  a  paffion  for  mafic, 
though  he  played  upon  no  inftru- 
roent;  could  catch  a  favourite  air 
With  furp riling  quicknefs,  and  had 
a  very  agreeable  manner  of  ii ag¬ 
ing,  though  no  voice.  Ke  feldotn 
failed  attending  the  Beef  Steak  Club 
«very  Saturday,  of  which  he  was 


early  admitted  a  member,  (and  o 
which  his  father  was  one  of  the 
eldeft)  where  his  pleasantries  were 
much  regarded.  If  he  was  not 
able  44  to  fet  the  table  in  a  roar,53 
yet  he  always  excited  attention,  and 
ail  thought  themfelves  lucky  in 
having  him  for  a  gueih  44  He  was 
fond  to  fpread  friendfliips,  but  (tho7 
a  man  of  the  law)  to  cover  heats.” 
He  was  alfo  happy  in  his  poetical 
talent.  He  compofed  many  fongs, 
and  fung  them  well.  May  no  lite¬ 
rary  ion  of  .poverty  make  a  collec¬ 
tion,  and  ferve  them  up  to  the  pub¬ 
lic!  But  he  feldom  fuffered  iing- 
fong,  or  epigram,  to  break  in  upon 
his  line  of  buhnefs.  44  He  penned 
no  ftanza  when  he  iliou'd  en profs  ; 57 
— parchments,  not  poetry,  lay  up¬ 
on  his  office- table— it  was  crowded 
with  leafes  and  conveyances.  Yet, 
in  1775,  during  a  vacation,  he 
wrote  a  mulicai  after-piece  for  Co- 
vent-Garden,  called,  The  Weather-  ■ 
cock  (that  emblem  of  fub  lunary 
things),  which,  the  author  not  be¬ 
ing  able,  in  the  boa  ft  of  poor 
Bayes,  to  44  pit,  box,  and  gallery 
it,”  after  a  few  nights  was  with¬ 
drawn.  '1  his  difappointment  can¬ 
not  and  need  not  be  concealed,  (for 
that  bow  of  Ulyffes  is  not  to  be 
drawn  by  every  hand),  as  it  is  puh- 
lifhed,  in  alphabetical  record,  in 
that  entertaining  repofitory  of  bio-  1 
graphical  and  dramatic  information,  ! 
the  Biographia  Dramatica.  He 
never  ventured  another  theatrical 
voyage  in  his  fmali  pinnace,  (as 
dangerous  as  the  aerial  ones  of  Lu- 
nardi  and  Blanchard)  which  a  po¬ 
pular  hu  rricane  overfet.  Hefculk- 
ed  from  his  acquaintance  (for  he 
was  a  feniitive  plant  on  the  occa- 
iion)  for  a  few  days,  and  wifhed 


*  But  Wotton  was — adds  a  friend. 

t  He  wrote  the  Five  Days  Peregrination  of  Hogarth,  himfelf,  and  three  others, 
which  the  late  Mr.  Gulling  verfifkd,  and  Mr.  .HkWU  incorporated  with  his  Anecdotes 
of  Hogarth. 
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the  poet  to  be  forgot  in  the  attor¬ 
ney.  He  had  as  many  friends,  and 
as  few  enemies,  as  can  be  fuppoied; 
perhaps  none  but  what  the  profe- 
cution  of  law  made  him.  He  had  a 
plentiful  income,  and  was  pofTeffed 
of  money  in  the  funds.  He  was 
affectionately,  and  perhaps,  by  fame 
on  account  of  his  figure,  for  he  was 
father  under  the  common  fize,  call¬ 
ed  Little  Furred: ;  but  he  was  a  gi¬ 
ant  in  the  eftimation  of  all  of  both 
faxes  who  knew  him.  The  picture 
at  the  exhibition,  for  which  he  and 
his  convivial  friend,  the  entertain- 

*  i 

ing,  and  now  antiquarian,  Grofe, 
are  fuppofed  to  have  lent  them- 
felves  to  the  canvas  of  Hone  the 
painter,  in  the  habits  of  monks, 
drew  every  one’s  eye,  and  was 
known  at  fir'd  fight:  Forred,  by 
the  tenuity  of  perfon,  arfd  the  jo¬ 
vial  adjutant,  by  the  double  chin, 
and  rotundity  of  the  Spanifh  Friar. 
3t  was  a  feene  of  charadfcr  and 
contrad.  More  would  have  been 
too  much;  for,  where  charafler 
ends,  caricature  begins.  A  print 
was  engraved  from  the  pibture.  fie 
was  not  only  loved,  but  elteemed : 
he  delighted'  in  performing  good  of¬ 
fices  ;  not  only  by  advice,  which 
may  feem  to  cod  nothing,  but  with 
his  purfe,  which  fome  consider  as 


their  life’s  blood.  He  was  known 
and  approved  by  Garrick,  Colman, 
and  Harris,  He  was  folicitor  to 
Covent-Garden  theatre,  and  a  good 
judge  of  what  was  performing  ort 
the  ilage,  that  miniature  of  the 
whole  world;  and  alfo  a  Reward 
and  receiver  of  rents  to  many  re- 
fpedfable  perfons.  Many  have  fo~ 
licited,  to  pfe  a  phrafe  that  has 
been  employed  fince  his  deceafe, 
44  to  (land  in  his  ihoes.”  No  one 
was  ever  known  to  repent  of  the 
confidence  repofed  in  him.  He  ac¬ 
cepted  the  troublefome  and  un¬ 
thankful  ©Rices  of  trufdee  and  exe¬ 
cutor,  on  the  importunity  of  many 
who  knew  his  ability  of  carrying 
them  into  effedt.  No  one  pleafed 
more  bv  harmlefs  compliance,  nor 
made  himfelf  more  ufeful  and 
agreeable  at  the  parties  where  he 
was  invited.  All  this,  though  the 
language  of  friendfhip,  is  alfo  that 
of  truth,  which  is  dearer  to  the 
writer  of  this  hillorical  morfel  than 
all  the  friendfhips  in  the  world# 
Whoever,  in  the  middle  rank  of 
life,  fhall  be  valued  for  integrity,* 
benevolence,  acutenefs,  accomplilh- 
ments,  and  the  arts  of  pleafing, 
muff:  not  think  himfelf  under-rated 
when  he  is  compared  to — Theodo- 
fius  Forreft.” 


Some  ACCOUNT  of  the  LIFE  and  CHARACTER  of  the  \M 

Colonel  HUMBERSTONE. 

[An  original  Communication.] 

COlonel  Mackenzie  Humber-  thirlf  of  military  fame,  but  having 
done,  embraced  the  military  (hewn  at  a  very  early  period  of  his 
profe  dion  under  fingular  advantages  life,  an  eager  defire  to  excel  in  every 
of  character,  birth,  and  fortune,  manly  accomplifhment,  and  being 
He  had  naturally  not  only  a  great  endowed  with  good  natural  parts* 
1784.#  D  ho 
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he  applied  himfelf  fuccefsfully  to 
the  attainment  of  ufeful  knowledge, 
and  not  <  nly  acquired  great  chilli - 
cal  tafte,  and  hiftoncal  information, 
but  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
feveral  branches  of  l'cience. 

His  father  was  the  late  major 
Mackenzie,  of  the  family  of  Sea- 
forth,  nd  he  himfelf  became  the 
head  of  that  ancient  houfe,  upon 
the  death  of  the  late  earl.  The 
late  war  broke  out  foon  after  he 
went  into  the  army  and  he  was 
employed  in  railing  a  regiment  of 
highlanders  among  his  kinfmen, 
in  the  north  of  Scotland.  Though 
an  entire  Granger  in  the  country, 
having  been  bred  in  England,  yet 
by  his  Superior  good  fenfe,  and 
amiable  manners,  he  fo  far  conci¬ 
liated  the  good-will  and  refpeht  of  all 
ranks,  that  he  was  very  fuccefsful 
in  railing  the  battalion  with  which 
he  was  lent  to  ferfey,  and  had  a 
prin  ipal  hand  in  repelling  the  at¬ 
tack  that  was  made  on  that  ill  and 
in  the  year  1778.  But  this  being 
a  Scene  too  inactive  for  an  enter¬ 
prising  mind  afpiring  at  ditlinet  on, 
lie  folicited  and  obtained  leave 
to  ra  le  a  reg  ment  to  go  to  the 
Eaff  Indies,  where  a  war  at  that 
time  raged  not  only  with  our  Euro¬ 
pean  enemies,  but  with  all  the  coun¬ 
try  powers.  This  duty  was  per¬ 
formed  in  the  coer.'e  of  a  few 
months,  and  he  embarked  with  his 
new  battalion,  with  the  rank  of  colo¬ 
nel,  in  the  armament  that  failed  from 
England. in  the  ip  ring,  1781,  under 
the  command  of  commodore  fohn- 
Eone.  This  fqtiadron.  and  the  con- 
v<  y,  having  anchored  in  Port  Prava 
bay,  was  furprifed  by  a  French  fqua- 

*  hi  Ins  defpatcbes  which  gave  on  necou 
renfon  or  other  were  never  publithed,  lie  < 
»£h*ity  of  xsujor  Campbell  a n.d»  captain  G; 
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dron,  which  was  alfo  outward  bound 
for  ind’a.  Colonel  Humberffone 
happened  at  that  moment  to  be  on 
Ihore,  with  many  others  ;  but  fuch 
was  his  ardor  to  lhare  the  danger  of 
the  day,  that  he  fvvam  off  to  one  of 
the  Ihips  that  were  engaged  with, 
the  enemy. 

As  loon  as  he  arrived  in  India, 
he  ob:  ained  a  feparate  command  on 
the  Malabar  coal! ;  but  in  the  exer- 
ede  of  it,  he  met  with  every  dif- 
couragement  from  the  council  of 
Bombav.  This,  however,  was  fo 
far  from  thwarting  him,  that  it 
gave  him  a  greater  opportunity  of 
diflinguilhing  himfelf:  for,  under 
all  the  disadvantages  of  havinp*  mo- 

o  #  o 

ney,  itores,  and  reinlorcements 
withheld  from  him,  he  undertook, 
with  an  army  of  a  thoufand  Euro¬ 
peans,  and  two  thonfand  five  hun¬ 
dred  fepoys,  to  wage  an  offenfive 
w  ar  in  the  kingdom  of  Calicut.  He 
was  eonfeious  of  great  refources  in 
his  own  mind  ;  and  the  g  reate  if 
harmony,  confidence,  and  attach¬ 
ment  fubfiffed  between  himfelf,  his 
officers,  and  men  He  drove  the 
enemy  out  of  the  country,  defeated 
them  in  three  different  engage¬ 
ments,  in  one  of  which  Hyder’s 
brother-in-law,  who  was  viceroy  of 
the  kingdom,  was  killed.  Ele  took 
the#  city  of  Calicut,  and  eveiy 
other  place  of  ftrength  in  the  king-* 
dom  :  he  made  a  treaty,  and  pro¬ 
cured  a  new  ally,  in  the  king  of 
Trancavore,  who  reinforced  him 
with  twelve  hundred  men.  This 
king  was  rhe  mod  powerful  prince 
in  the  peninfula  of  India  next  to 
Hyder  Ally.-— By  this  means  he 
got  po Hellion  of  a  large  and  fertile 

nt  of  his  operations  and  which  for  fume 
>wned  particular  obligations  to  the  zeal  and 
ge,  both  of  his  own  regiment. 
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track  of  country,  which  fupplied 
his  army  with  every  thing  that  was 
wanted  ;  and  as  the  civil  govern¬ 
ment  on  the  coaft  did  not  even  fa¬ 
vour  him  with  orders,  he  was  left 
entirely  at  difcretion  ;  but  conduct¬ 
ed  hi  ml  elf  with  the  wifdom  and 
moderation  that  might  be  expended 
from  a  mind  enlightened  and  hu¬ 
manized  by  cultivation,  and  na¬ 
turally  poffelFed  of  the  mod  amiable 
Virtues . 

The  enemy  having  been  off  their 
guard,  not  expediting  that  a  hand¬ 
ful  of  men  would  thus  pollefs  them- 
felves  of  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ca¬ 
licut,  left  one  of  the  molt  import¬ 
ant  pods  in  their  whole  territories 
expofed.  This  was  the  drone:  fort 
Paliacateherry,  which  commands 
the  pads  through  the  Gaute  Moun¬ 
tains.  The  poifeffion  of  this  pod 
would  have  laid  Hyder’s  riched 
provinces  open  to  our  incuriions, 
while  it  would  always  give  us  a  fate 
retreat  in  cafe  of  fupenor  numbers, 
and  fecure  the  newly  acquired  king¬ 
dom  of  Calicut  from  the  depreda¬ 
tions  of  the  enemy.  The  colonel, 
perceiving  the  great  importance  of 
this  pod,  and  making  up  in  enter- 
prize  of  mind  what  he  wanted  in 
force,  determined  to  attempt  the 
liege  of  it,  though  really  above  bis 
force.  But  by  this  tirrie  the  enemy 
had  taken  the  alarm,  feeing  the  very 
heart  of  their  dominions  threaten¬ 
ed  ;  and  the  danger  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  pafs  drew  Tippoo  Saheb,  Ry¬ 
der’s  elded  fon  and  bed  general, 
upon  us.  He  drew  together,  and 
put  in  motion,  with  the  greated  ex¬ 
pedition,  the  flower  of  his  father’s 
army*  with  the  celebrated  Monf. 
Tally  ;  his  force  confiding  of  up¬ 
wards  of  30,000  men,  near  12,000 
of  which  were  cavalry,  with  twenty- 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  Thefe 
troops  had  already  acquired  great 


reputation  by  the  defeat  of  colonel 
Baily,  by  the  capture  of  cob  Brarhr* 
wait  and  al-  his  army  and  by  feveral 
fmaller  exploits.  It  was  now  that 
our  leader  had  occabon  for  ail  the 
refources  of  his  mind  ;  and  it  has 
been  in  retreats  that  the  greated  ex- 
hibitions  of  genfcralfhip  have  been 
Iheun  both  in  ancient  and  modem 
times.  He  had  ex  aft  intelligence 
of  the  enemy's  motions,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  regain  tKe  coalf,  where, 
at  Paniane,  he  had  a  Prong  pod 
and  his  magazines.  Tippoo  march*' 
ed  with  the  mod  incredible  celerity, 
and  with  a  certainty  of  over-power¬ 
ing  the  filial  1  hapdful  of  JBritifh 
troops  ;  and  he  came  up  with  them 
when  they  were  yet  thirty-fix  miles 
from  their  pod,  and  had  three  large 
rivers  to  crofs.  Our  little  army 
was/  now  furrouiided  with  multi¬ 
tudes  of  Cavalry  on  every  fide;  and 
which  ever  way  they  turned  their 
eyes  theyftaw  their  numerous  ene¬ 
mies  covering  the  country.  They 
marched  through  this  hod  with  an 
inconiiderable  lofs  of  men,  with¬ 
out  any  lofs  of  artillery  or  baggage ; 
and  having  left  them  behind  by  a 
rapid  march,  regained  the  fort  of 
Paniane.  This  the  enemy  attempt¬ 
ed  to  force,  but  were  repulfed  with 
the  l  >fs  of  iooo  men  ;  and  Tippoo 
was  foon  after  called  away  by  the 
death  of  his  father  to  a  corded  of 
greater  importance. 

Though  this  campaign  did  not' 
terminate  m  any  permanent  acqui- 
iitlon,  yet  it  proved  extremely  ufe- 
fti!,  by  giving-  refpeft  to  the  Britifii 
arm.,,  and  caufing  a  diverdon  from 
the  other  coaft,  where  the  enemy 
were  ravaging  our  rich  provjm  es  m 
the  Carnatic,  hitherto  the  principal 
feat  of  the  war.  Colonel  Humber- 
done  was  the  firft  who  carried  the 
war  into  the  enemy’s  country,  and 
by  dividing  their  force,  gave  fuch 
O  %  a  turn 
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a  turn  to  affairs  as  produced  the 
peace  that  was  concluded  in  the  end 
of  the  following  year.  It  is  alfo  juftly 
confidered  as  a  line  Specimen  of  the 
moft  promifing  military  genius  5  and 
had  it  been  on  a  larger  Scale,  could 
not  have  failed  to  immortalize  the 
enterprize,'  courage,  and  ikill  of 
this  young  leader,  who  was  at  this, 
time  only  eight  and  twenty.  It 
ought  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  in 
confequencd  of  unbecoming  jea- 
loufies  between  the  kind’s  and  com- 
pany  s  Service,  and  between  the 
civil  and  military  departments,  rhele 
transactions  were  never  duly  and 
fairly  communicated  to  the  public  ; 
a  circum dance  to  be  regretted,  not, 
only  as  it  tended  to  rob  a  deferr¬ 
ing  individual  of  his  honed  and 
Well-earned  fame,  but  as  the  gene¬ 
ral  tendency  of  fuppreffing  fuch 
fads  mud  be  to  damp  the  ardor  of 
thofe  generous  minds  who  court 
didindtion  in  encountering  danger 
and  hardship,  and  who  hold  a  good 
name  to  be  the  bed  recompence  of 
their  deferts. 

Soon  after  this,  that  is,  in  the 
end  of  the  year  1782,  colonel  Hum-, 
berdone,  and  his  detachment,  were 
called  to  ferve  under  a  Superior  of¬ 
ficer,  general  Matthews.  During 
the  operations  of  this  campaign, 
that  general  gave  fuch  proofs  of 
mifeondudf,  of  rapacity,  and  in- 
judicc,  that  col.  MfLeod  and  col. 
Humberdone  carried  complaints  to 
the  council  at  Bombay,  and  backed 
them  with  fuch  convincing  evi¬ 
dence,  that  he  was  fuperfeded  in 
his  command. 

It  was  in  returning  from  this 
piece  of  duty,  that  this  gallant 


young  officer  lod  his  life,  by  OHS' 
of  thofe  deplorable  and  uaforefeen 
fatalities  againd  which  human  wif- 
dom  is  never  provided.  He  went 
from  Bombay"  to  the  Southern  part 
of  the  coad  by  fea,  for  the  greater 
expedition,  and  the  Small  veffel 
which  carried  him  fell  in  with  a 
Squadron  of  large  fhips  of  war  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Mahrattahs.  We 
had  been  at  war  with  that  barbar¬ 
ous  people,  but  peace  had  beea 
concluded,  a  ciccumdance  known 
to  our  people,  though  not  to  the 
enemy7.  Redilance,  however,  was 
made  with,  perhaps,  unwarrant¬ 
able  temerity.  The  Small  veffel  was 
overpowered  after  a  fharp  engage¬ 
ment,  in  which  the  greater  number 
on  board  were  killed  or  wounded,  • 
Among  the  latter  was  col,  Hum¬ 
berdone,  who  died  of  his  wounds 
loon  after  at  Geriah,  a  Sea-port  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Mahrattahs. 

Too  much  cannot  be  faid  in  re¬ 
gret  of  a  perfon  who  promised  to 
be  the  ornament  of  his  family  and 
country,  and  a  mod  ufeful  member 
of  the  date ;  and  no  panegyric  is 
neceflary  but  the  tranSadions  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged.  Thefe 
may  be  considered  as  an  earned  of 
greater  future  exploits,  to  which 
his  afpiring  and  enterprising  genius 
would  naturally  have  carried  him, 
when  in  a  duration  to  which  his 
high  rank  would  have  entitled  binf 
in  more  mature  life. 

If  we  were  to  look  for  a  charac¬ 
ter  in  this  war,  parallel  to  that  of 
general  Wolfe  in  the  former  war, 

I  quedion  if  we  could  find  any¬ 
thing  more  refembiing  it  than  that 
ot  col.  Humberdone. 


Authentic 
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Authentic  ACCOUNT  of  CATHARINE  the  FIRST,  Emprefs 

of  RUSSIA. 

[From  Mr.  Coxe’s  Travels  into  Poland,  Ruilia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark.] 


&c 


T  ANY  authors  have  ex- 
/jf  preffed  great  furprize  at 
the  contradictory  reports  relative  to 
the  origin  of  fo  extraordinary  a 
perfonage  as  Catharine  I.  But 
when  we  confider  the  lownefs  of  her 
extraction,  the  variety  of  uncom¬ 
mon  adventures  which  befei  her 
during  the  early  period  of  her  lire, 
her  equivocal  lit  nation  with  general 
Bauer  and  prince  Ivlenzikof,  before 
her  connexion  with  Peter  the  Great ; 
and  that  fhe  did  not  excite  the  pub¬ 
lic  curiofity  until  die  became  the 
favourite  of  that  emperor,  when  fhe 
and  her  friends  could  prevent,  as 
much  as  poftible,  all  enquiries  into 
her  former  duration  ;  1  am  fo  far 
from  being  furprized  that  we  know 
fo  little,  that  I  rather  wonder  we 
know  fo  much  about  her  birth  and 
early  adventures.  To  expect  that 
the  hiftory  of  a  perfon  of  low  ex¬ 
tradiion,  who  gradually  rofe  to  the 
molt  exalted  ftation,  fhould  contain 
no  uncertain  and  difcordant  ac¬ 
counts,  is  to  expedl  impoffibilities. 
All  that  remains,  therefore,  is, 
without  prejudice  or  partiality,  to 
examine  and  compare  the  various 
hiflories  of  Catharine  I.  and  to 
collect  from  the  whole  the  melt  ra¬ 
tional  and  probable  narrative. 

Catharine  was  the  natural 
daughter  of  a  country  girl,  and  was 
born  at  Ringen,  a  final!  village 
upon  the  lake  Virtcherve,  near 
Dorpt,  in  Livonia.  The  year  of 
her  birth  is  uncertain  ;  but,  accord¬ 
ing  to  her  own  account,  fhe  came 
into  the  world  on  the  5th  of  April, 
5687.  Her  original  name  was 
Martha,  which  fire  changed  for  Ca¬ 
tharine  when  flie  embraced  the 


Greek  religion.  Count  Rofen,  a 
lieutenant-colonel  in  the  Svvedifh 
fervice,  who  owned  the  village  of 
Ringen,  fupported,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  the  country,  both 
the  mother  and  the  child  ;  and  was, 
for  that  reafon,  fuppofed  by  many 
perfons  to  have  been  her  father. 
She  loft  her  mother  when  file  was 
but  three  years  old;  and,  as  count 
Rofen  died  about  the  fame  time,  fhe 
was  left  in  fo  deftitute  a  fttuation, 
that  the  pa-rifti-clerk  of  the  village 
received  her  into  his  houfe.  Soon 
afterwards  Gluck,  Lutheran  ml- 
nifter  of  Marienburgh,  happening, 
in  a  journey  through  thofe  parts,  to 
fee  the  foundling,  took  her  under 
his  protection,  brought  her  up  ia 
his  family,  and  employed  her  in 
attending  his  children.  In  1701, 
and  about  the  fourteenth  year  of  her 
age,  file  efpoufed  a  dragoon  of  the 
Swedish  garrifon  of  Marienburgh. 
Many  different  accounts  are  given 
of  this  tranfaCtion  :  one  author  of 
great  credit  affirms  that  the  bride 
and  bridegroom  remained  together 
eight  days  after  their  marriage ; 
another,  of  no  lefs  authority,  af- 
ferts,  on  the  contrary,  that,  the 
morning  of  the  nuptials  her  hufbami 
being  fent  with  a  detachment  for 
Riga,  the  marriage  was  never  con- 
fummated.  Thus  much  is  certain, 
that  the  dragoon  was  abfent  when 
Marienburgh  furrendered  to  the 
Ruffians  ;  and  Catharine,  who  was 
referved  for  a  higher  fortune,  never 
faw  him  more. 

“  General  Bauer,  upon  the  tak*. 
ing  of  Marienburgh,  faw  Catharine 
among  the  prifoners  ;  and,  being 
{mitten  with  her  youth  and  beauty, 
D  3  *  todls 
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took  her  to  his  ho ufe,  where 
fhe  fupe-rintended  his  domeftic  af¬ 
fair  >,  and  was  fuppofed  to  be  his 
rnirtrefs.  Soon  afterwards  hie  was 
removed  into  the  family  of  prince 
Menzikof,  who  was  no  lefs  if  ruck 
with  the  attractions  of  the  fair 
captive :  with  him  fhe  lived  until 
1764,  when,  in  the  feventeenth 
year  ot  her  age,  file  became  the 
miftrefs  of  Peter  the  Great,  and 
won  fo  much  upon  his  affec¬ 
tions,  that  he  efpo.ufed  her  on  the 
29th  of  May,  1711.  The  cere¬ 
mony  was  fecretly  performed  at 
jhwerof  in  Poland,  in  the  prefence 
of  general  Bruce  ;  and  on  the  20th 
ot  February,  1712,  it  was  publicly 
folemnized  with  great  pomp  at  Pe¬ 
te  rfbu  ra  h. 

“  Catharine,  by  the  mo  ft  un¬ 
wearied  affiduity  and  unremitted  at¬ 
tention,  by  the  foftnels  and  com¬ 
placency  of  her  difpolltipn,  but, 
above  all,  by  an  extraordinary  li ve¬ 
il  nefs  and  gaiety  of  temper,  ac¬ 
quired  a  wonderful  afcemiancy  over 
the  mind  of  Peter.  The  latter  was 
fubjcd  to  occafional  horrors,  which 
at  times  rendered  him  gloomy  and 
fjjfpicious,  and  railed  his  palhofls  to 
Rich  an  height,  as  to  produce  a 
temporary  madnefs.  In  thefe dread¬ 
ful  moments  Catharine  was  the  only 
per fon  who  durft  venture  to  ap¬ 
proach  him  ;  and  fuch  was  the  kind 
of  falcinarion  file  had  acquired  over 
his  fenfes,  that  her  prefen.ee  had  an 
inflantaneous  e  fil'd  ;  and  the  fir  ft 
found  of  her  voice  compofed  Ids 
jn/md  and  calmed  his  agonies.  From 
phele  circumftances  fhe  ieeined  ne- 
ceffary,  not  only  to  his  comfort, 
but  even  to  his  very  exigence  ;  fne 
became  his  infeparable  companion 
on  his  journeys  into  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  and  even  in  all  his  military 
expeditions. 

44  The  peace  of  Pruth,  by  which 
♦he  Ruffian  army  was  refeued  from 
certain  deft  ruction 3  has  been  wholly 
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attributed  to  Catharine,  though  ft; a 
was  little  more  than  an  inftrument 
311  procuring  the  confect  of  Peter. 
The  latter,  in  his  campaign  of  1711 
again  ft  the  Turks,  having  impru¬ 
dently  led  his  troops  into  a  disad¬ 
vantageous  halation,  rook  the.  de~ 
fperate  refolution  of  cutting  his 
way  through  the  Turkish  army  in 
the  night.  With  this  rdolution  he. 
retired  to  his  tent  in  an  agony  of 
defpair,  and  gave  positive  orders 
that  no  one  Should  be  admitted  un¬ 
der  pain  of  death.  In  this  impor¬ 
tant  juncture  the  principal  officers 
and  the  vice  chancellor  Shafrirof  af- 
fembled  in  the  prefence  of  Catha¬ 
rine,  and  drew  tip  certain  prelimi¬ 
naries  in  order  to  obtain  a  truce  from 
the  grand  vizier.  In  confequence 
of  this  determination,  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  were  immediately  dispatch¬ 
ed,  without  the  knowledge  of  pe¬ 
ter,  to  the  grand  vizier,  and  a  peace 
obtained  upon  more  reafonable  con¬ 
ditions  than  could  have  been  ex¬ 
po  bled.  With  thefe  conditions  Ca¬ 
tharine,  notw  ith (landing  the  orders 
iiTued  by  Peter,  entered  his  tent, 
and  prevailed  upon  him  to  figu 
them.  Although  the  honour  of 
this  peace,  fays  Gordon,  was  wholly 
attributed  to  Catharine,  yet,  as  h§ 
juftiy  remarks,  the  generals,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  vice-chancellor  Shaf- 
firof,  had  been  the  main  Springs 
that  diixbfed  this  machine.  Ca¬ 
tharine,  however,  by  her  conduct 
on  this  occafion,  acquired  great  po¬ 
pular!  ty  ;  and  t h  e  e  m  pe  r o  r  p art!  c  u - 
1‘arly  Specifies  her  behaviour  at 
Pruth  as  one  of  the  reafons  which 
induced  him  to  crown  her  publicly 
at  Mofcow  with  his  own  hand.  This 
ceremony  was  performed  in  1724, 
and,  although  defigned  by  Peter 
only  as  a  proof  of  his  atfebtion, 
was  the  principal  ca'ufe  of  her  fub- 
fcquent  elevation. 

44  Some  authors  have  afferted 
that  Peter  placed  the  crown  upon 
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her  head  as  a  prelude  to  his  future 
intention  in  her  favour,  and  even 
ablolutely  appointed  her  his  tuc- 
ceflor  :  but  them  aiiertions  are  with¬ 
out  the  ie  ft  foundation  ;  tor  no 
traces  were  ever  difcovered  that  he 
had  made  fuch  a  difpolltion,  either 
by  will  or  otherwife.  Nothing  in¬ 
deed  affords  a  Wronger  proof  to  the 
contrary  than  the  very  manifefto  of 
Catharine’s  acveffion,  in  which  the 
re ffs  her  right  solely  upon  her  coro¬ 
nation  at  Moscow,  and  upon  the 
resolutions  of  the  fen  ate,  the  clergy, 
and  the  body  of  the  generals. 
From  the'e  confiderations,  let  us 
inquire  by  what  <  xtraordina'  y  means 
a  woman  of  h  *r  low  birth  could  fac¬ 
eted  in  ferting  alide  the  y-randfon  of 
Peter  the  Great,  who  was  the  lineal 
heir  or  the  Ru Ilian  empire;  and 
afcend  the  throne,  to  which  fhe 
could  have  no  pretenlions  but  by 
the  exprefs  appointment  of  Peter. 
Her  influence  continued  undimi 
niihed  until  a  ihort  time  before  the 
death  of  <  hat  emperor,  when  fome 
circum  fiances  happened  which  oc- 
caftoned  fuch  a  cool  nets  between 
them  as  would  probably  have  ended 
in  a  to  al  rupture,  if  his  death  had 
nor  fortunately  intervened.  The 
original  caufe  of  this  mifunderfland- 
ing  arofe  from  the  following  difeo- 
very  of  a  fee  ret  connection  between 
Catharine  and  her  fir  ft  chamberlain, 
whofe  name  was  Mons,  The  em¬ 
peror,  who  was  fufpicious  of  this 
connection,  quitted  Peterfburgh  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  removing  to  a  villa 
for  a  few  days,  but  privately  re¬ 
turned  to  has  winter  p  dace  in  the 
capital.  From  thence  he  occa¬ 
sionally  fent  one  of  his  confidential 
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pages  with  a  complimentary  mef- 
iage  to  rhe  emprels,  as  if  he  had 
been  in  the  country,  and  with  le 
cret  orders  to  obferve  her  motions. 
From  the  page’s  information  the 
emperor,  on  the  third  night,  fur- 


prized  Catharine  in  an  arbour  of 
the  garden  with  her  favourite  Mo  ns ; 
while  his  lifter,  Madame  Bailee, 
who  was  iirft  lady  oi  the  bed-cham¬ 
ber  to  the  em peels,  was,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  a  page,  upon  the  watch 
without  the  arbour. 

4-  Peter,  whole  violent  temper 
was  inflamed  by  this  dsfeovery, 
ft  nick  Catharine  with  his  cane,  as 
well  as  the  page  who  endeavoured 
to  prevent  him  from  entering  the 
arbour,  and  then  retired  without 
urtg  ing  a  fingle  word  either  to 
Mo  ns  or  his  lifter.  A  few  days 
afer  this  tranftidlion  theie  perions 
were  taken  into  cuftody,  and  IV  ons 
was  carried  to  the  winter  palace, 
where  no  one  had  admiffi  n  to  him 
but  Peter,  who  himfeU  brought  him 
bis  proyilions.  A  report  was  at  the 
fame  time  circulated,  that  they  were 
imprisoned  for  having  received 
bribes,  and  making  their  influence 
over  the  emprels  tubferv.ent  to  their 
own  mercenary  views.  Mons  being 
examined  by  Peter,  in  the  prefence 
of  major-general  Ufchakof,  and 
threatened  with  the  torture,  con- 
fefftd  the  corruption  which  was  laid 
to  Ins  charge.  He  was  beheaded  ; 
his  lifter  icceived  five  ffrokes  of  the 
knout,  and  was  banifhed  into  Si¬ 
beria  :  two  of  her  ions,  who  were 
chamberlains,  were  alio  degraded, 
and  fent  as  common  foldiers  among 
the  R ulfian  troop  in  P  rfiia  Or 
the  day  fubfequent  to  the  execution 
of  the  fe  tence,  Peter  co  veyed  Ca¬ 
tharine  in  an  open  can*  age  under 
the  gallo  vs,  to  which  was  nailed 
the  head  of  Mons.  The  emprefs, 
without  changing  colour  at  t his 
dreadful  fight,  exclaimed,  44  What 
a  pity  it  is  that  there  is  fo  much 
corruption  among  courtiers  !” 

“  Ti  is  event  happened  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  724,  and  as 
ir  was  boon  followed  by  Perer’s 
death,  and  as  Catharine,  upon  her 
D  q  accel!ioiis 
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acceffion,  recalled  Madame  Balke, 
It  has  been  fufpecded  that  fhe  diorten- 
ed  the  days  of  her  hufband  by  poi- 
fon.  But-4  notwithdanding  the  cri¬ 
tical  fituatlon  for  Catharine  in  which 
he  died,  and  her  fubfequent  eleva¬ 
tion,  this  charge  is  totally  deditute 
of  the  lead  diadow  of  proof :  for 
the  circa  m fiances  of  Peter’s  di fol  der 
were  too  well  known,  and  the  pe¬ 
culiar  {ymptoms  of  his  lad  illnefs 
fufficiently  account  for  his  death, 
without  the  neceffity  of  recurring  to 
poi  fon. 

44  Peter  having,  in  the  year  1724, 
decreed  that  the  reigning  fovereign 
Hiould  have  the  power  of  appoint¬ 
ing  his  fucceffor,  ought,  in  com¬ 
mon  prudence,  to  have  provided 
one  in  cafe  of  his  hidden  death  ; 
but  he  was  leized  with  his  lad  ill¬ 
nefs  before  he  had  performed  that 
rseceffary  duty.  The  diforder  with 
which  he  was  attacked  was  a  dran- 
gury,  which  at  fird  did  not  carry 
with  it  any  alarming  fymptoms  of 
immediate  danger;  but  fuddenly 
increafing  to  a  vio’ent  degree,  it  oc- 
cafioned  luch  excruciating  tortures, 
as,  in  a  fhort  time,  totally  deprived 
Eim  of  bis  fenfes.  In  a  lucid  interval 
he  demanded  pen  and  paper,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  write,  but  he  could 
only  trace  characters  that  were  not 
legible.  He  then  called  for  his 
daughter  Anne  ;  but,  before  die  ar¬ 
rived,  his  fpeech  and  his  under- 
ilanding  entirely  forfook  him,  and 
he  remained  in  a  hate  of  perfect  im¬ 
becility,  bi  t  hill  breathing,  for  fix 
and  thirty  hours  before  he  expired. 

“  From  this  account,  drawn  from 
the  mod  unquedionable  authorities, 
it  is  evident  that  he  did  not  appoint 
his  heir;  and,  though  feme  per- 
fons  have  concluded  that  he  pur- 
pofed  entailing  the  crown  upon  his 
grand  fon  Peter  II.  yet  it  is  mod 
ptobnble  that  he  had  dedined  his 
bided  daughter  Anne  to.be  his  fuc- 


ceiTor,  but  was  prevented  by  th© 
fuddennefs  of  his  death  from  carry-* 
in'g  that  delign  into  execution.  ’  But, 
without  cUvelling  upon  fabts  which 
are  foreign  to  the  prefen t  hidory, 
let  us  haden  to  the  elebtion  of  Ca-^ 
tliarihe. 

44  While  Peter  was  yet  lying  in 
the  agonies  oi  death,  feveral  oppo* 
iite  parties  were  caballing  to  did 
pofe  of  the  crown.  At  a  conlider- 
able  meeting  of  many  among  the 
principal  nobility,  it  was  fecretiy 
determined,  on  the  moment  of  his 
diiTolution,  to  arred  Catharine,  and 
to  place  Peter  Alexievitcb  upon  the 
throne.  Badevitz,  apprized  of  this 
refolution,  repaired  in  perfon  to  the 
emprefs,  although  it  was  already 
night.  44  My  grief  and  condemn-* 
tion,  replied  Catharine,  render  me 
incapable  of  abling  myfelf  :  do  you 
and  prince  Menzikof  confult  toge¬ 
ther,  and  I  will  embrace  the  mea* 
fares  which  you  diall  approve  in  my 
name.”  Badevitz,  finding  Menzd 
kof  a  {jeep,  awakened  and  informed 
him  of  the  preidng  danger  which 
threatened  the  emprefs  and  her 
party.  As  no  time  remained  for 
long  deliberation,  the  prince  in¬ 
dandy  leized  the  treafure,  fecured 
the  fortrefs,  gained  the  officers  of 
the  guards  by  bribes  and  promifes, 
alfo  a  few  of  the  nobilitv,  and  the 
principal  clergy,  Thefe  partizans 
being  convened  in  the  palace,  Ca¬ 
tharine  made  her  appearance :  die 
claimed  the  throne  in  right  of  her 
coronation  atMofcow;  die  expo  l  ed 
the  ill  effebts  of  a  minority  ;  and 
ptomifed,  that,  “  fo  far  from  de¬ 
priving  the  great-duke  of  tht*crown„ 
die  would  receive  it  only  as  a  facred 
depodt,  to  be  reflored  to  him  when 
die  diould  be  united,  in  another 
world,  to  an  adored  hufband,  whom 
die  was  now7  upon  the  point  of 
lofing.” 

O  9 

44  The  pathetic  manner  with 
^  wlriclt 


ACCOUNT  of  CATHARINE  I.  Emprefs  of  RUSSIA.  [<7J 


which  fhe  uttered  this  add  refs,  and 
fhe  tears  which  accompanied  it, 
added  to  the  previous  diiiribution  of 
large  fums  of  money  and  jewels, 
produced  the  defired  effedt :  at  the 
clofe  of  this  meeting  the  remainder 
of  the  night  was  employed  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  neceiTary  preparations  to  in- 
fur  e  her  aeceflion  in  cafe  of  the  em¬ 
peror’s  death. 

44  Peter  at  length  expired  in  the 
morning  of  the  28th  of  January, 
O.  S.  This  event  being  made 
known,  the  fen  ate,  the  generals,  the 
principal  nobility  and  clergy,  balden¬ 
ed  to  the  palace  to  proclaim  the  new 
fovereign.  The  adherents  of  the 
great-duke  feerned  fecure  of  fuccefs, 
and  the  friends  of  Catharine  were 
avoided  as  perfons  doomed  to  de- 
ftru'dtion .  At  this  jumflure  Bafle- 
vitz  whifpered  one  of  the  oppofite 
party,  44  The  emprefs  is  miflrefs  of 
the  treafure  and  the  fortrefs  ;  fne  has 
gained  over  the  guards  and  the  fy- 
nod*  and  many  of  the  chief  nobi¬ 
lity  ;  even  here  fhe  has  more  fol¬ 
lowers  than  you  imagine  ;  advife 
therefore  your  friends  to  make  no 
oppofition  as  they  value  their  heads.” 
This  information  being  rapidly  cir¬ 
culated,  Baflevitz  gave  the  appoint¬ 
ed  fignal,  and  the  two  regiments  of 
guards,  who  had  been  gained  by  a 
targefs  to  declare  for  Catharine,  and 
had  already  furrounded  the  palace, 
beat  to  arms.  44  Who  has  dared, 
exclaimed  prince  Repnin,  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  44  to  order  out  the 
troops  without  my  knowlege  ?’* 
«4  I,  returned  general  Butturlin, 
without  pretending  to  difpute  your 
authority,  in  obedience  to  the  com¬ 
mands  ol'my  moll  gracious  miftrels.” 
This  fhort  reply  was  followed  by  a 
dead  filence.  In  this  moment  of 
fufpence  and  anxiety  Menzikof  en¬ 
tered,  preceding  Catharine,  fupport- 
ed  by  the  duke  of  Ho  Klein.  She 
gttemptfd  to  fpeak,  but  was  pre¬ 


vented  bv  fighs  and  tears  from  giv- 
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ing  utterance  to  her  words :  at 
length,  recovering  herfelf,  44  I 
come,  fire  faid,  notwithftanding  the 
grief  which  now  overwhelms  me, 
to  affine  you,  that,  fubmiffive  to 
the  will  of  my  departed  hufband, 
whofe  memory  will  be  ever  dear  to 
me,  I  am  ready  to  devote  my  days 
to  the  painful  occupations  of  go¬ 
vernment,  until  Providence  (hall 
fumrnon  me  to  follow  him.”  Then, 
after  a  fhort  paufe,  fhe  artfully 
added,  44  If  the  great-duke  will 
profit  by  my  inftrudtions,  perhaps 
1  fhall  have  the  confolation,  during 
my  wretched  widowhood,  of  form¬ 
ing  for  you  an  emperor  worthy  of 
the  blood  and  the  name  of  him 
whom  you  have  now  irretrievably 
loll.”  44  As  this  crifis,  replied 
Menzikof,  is  a  moment  of  fuch  im¬ 
portance  to  the  good  of  the  empiref 
and  requires  the  mofl  mature  deli¬ 
beration,  your  majefly  will  permit 
11s  to  confer  without  redraint,  that 
this  whole  affair  may  be  tranf- 
adled  without  reproach,  as  well  in 
the  opinion  of  the  prefent  age,  as 
in  that  of  poflerity.”  44  Aiding  as 
Ido,  an  fwered  Catharine,  more  for 
the  public  good  than  for  my  own 
advantage,  I  am  not  afraid  to  fub- 
nut  all  my  concerns  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  fuch  an  enlightened  affem- 
bly  :  you  have  not  only  my  per- 
million  to  confer  with  freedom, 
but  I  lay  my  commands  upon  you 
all,  to  deliberate  maturely  on  this 
important  fubjedt,  and  promife  to 
adopt  whatever  may  be  the  refult 
of  your  decilions.”  Attheconclu- 
fion  of  thefe  words  the  afiembly  re¬ 
tired  into  another  apartment,  and 
the  doors  were  locked. 

44  It  was  previoufly  fettled  by 
Menzikof  and  his  party  that  Ca¬ 
tharine  fhould  be  emprefs  ;  and  the 
guards,  who. furrounded  the  palace 
with  drums  beating  and  colours  fly- 
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ing,  efrefhi  illy  vanquifhed  all  oppo 
fidon.  Thv  only'  circum  fiance, 
there  lore,  which  remained,  was  to 
give  a  juft  colour  to  her  title  by 
perfu  tding  the  ;■ fiembly  that  Peter 
intended  to  ha  e  named  her  his  fuc- 
ceflbr..  For  this  pur  pole  Menzikof 
demanded  of  that  emperor’s  fee  re - 
tary.,  whether  his  Lie  mailer  had 
left  any  writ  n  n  declaration  of  his 
intentions.  The  fecretary  replied. 
That  alttle  before  bis  la  ft  jour¬ 
ney  to  Mofc  w  he.  had  deftroyed  a 
will  ;  and  that  he  had  frequently 
exp  elled  his  defign  of  making  an¬ 
other,  but  had  always  been  pre 
vented  by  the  refL&ion,  th.tr  if  he 
thought  his  people,  whom  he  had 
rallied  from  a  irate  of  barbarifm  to 
an  high  degree  of  power  and  glory, 
could  be  Ungrateful,  he  would  not 
expofe  his  final  inebriations  to  the 
intuit  of  a  rerufil  ;  and  that  if  they 
recollrdted  what  they  owed  to  his 
lab  air's,  they  would  regulate  their 
conduct  by  his  intentions,  which  he 
had  clifclofed  with  more  folemnity 
than  •muld  be  mam  felled  by  any 
wining.”  An  al  creation  now  be¬ 
gan  in  the  aiTembiy  ;  and  fome  of 
the  nobles  hiving  the  courage  to 
oppofe  the  aecelliun  of  Catharine, 
T  heophunes,  arc.  h hilltop  of  P  cf- 
cof,  called  to  their  recollection  the 
oath  which  they  had  all  taken  in 
x y.22  to  acknowlege  the  fucceftbr 
appointed  by  Peter;  and  added, 
that  the  iendments  of  that  emperor 
delivered  \  y  the  fecretary  were  in 
effect  an  appointment  of  Catharine. 
'I  he  oppo.fi  ?e  party,  however,,  de 
pled  tht.de  fen; intents  to  be  fo  clear 
as  the  fee  rotary,  chafe  to  n  fin  ante  ; 
and  infilled,  that  as  t Heir  late  mo- 
narrh  had  failed  to  nominate  his 
heir,  the  election  of  the  new  fove- 
reign  fliould  revert  to  the  flute. 
Upon  this  the  arch  hi  (hop  farther 
fcftified,  that,  the  evening  before  the 
coronati envoi  the  emprefs  at  Mufcow, 


Peter  had  declared,  in  the  houfe  of 
an  Englifh  merchant,  that  he  mould 
place  the  crown  upon  her  head  with 
no  other  view  than  to  leave  her 
mi  ft  refs  of  the  empire  afier  his  de- 
tca  e.  T his  atteftation  being  con¬ 
firmed  by  many  perrons  p refen t2 
Menzikof  csieu  out,  44  What  need 
have  we  of  any  te  flame  at  1  A  re-, 
fufal  to  conform  to  the  inclination 
of  our  great  fovereign.  thus  au¬ 
thenticated,  would  be  both  unj-uft 
and  criminal.  Long  live  the  em- 
prefs  Ca  hurine  !”  Thefe  words 
being  inftantaneoufiy  repeated  by 
the  greatell  part  of  .thole  who  were 
prelent,  Menzikof,  fainting  Ca¬ 
tharine  by  the  title  of  emprefs* 
paid  his  fir  ll  ob  ei  fa  nee  bv  killing 
her  hand ;  and  his  example  was 
followed  by  the  whole  afierably. 
She  next  prefen  ted  herfelf  at  the 
window  to  the  guards,  and  to  he 
people,  who  (lion ted  acclamations  of 
“  Long  live  Catharine!”  while 
Menzikof  fcattered  amongft  them 
handfuls  of  money.  1  h us ,  fays  a 

*  J 

contemporary,  the  empref-  was  raifs 
ed  to  the  tin  one  by  the  guards, 
in  the  lame  manner  as  the  Roman 
emperors  by  the  pi setorian  cohorts, 
without  either  the  appointment  of 
the  people  or  of  the  legions. 

“  The  reign  of  Catharine  may 
be  conlidered  as  the  reign  of  Men¬ 
zikof,  that  emprefs  having  neither 
inclination  or  abilities  to  direct  the 
helm  of  government  ;  and  {he  plac¬ 
ed  the  moll  implicit  confidence  in  a 
man  who  had  been  the  original  au-* 
thor  of  her  good  fortune,  and  the 
foie  i n ft ru men t  of  her  elevation  to 
the  throne. 

“  D u ri n g  her  fhort  reign  her  li fe 
was  very  irregular:  fhe  was  ex¬ 
tremely  averfe  to  bufinefs ;  would 
frequently,  when  the  weather  was 
fine,  pals  whole  nights  in  the  open- 
air  ;  and  was  particularly  intern-, 
perate  in  the  ufe  of  tokay-wine* 
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Xhefe  irregularities,  joined  to  a 
cancer  and  a  dfop.iy,  h aliened  her 
.end  ;  and  fhe  expired  011  the  17th  of 
May,  1727,  a  little  more  than  tv.  q 
years  after  her  aceeffion  to  the 
throne,  and  in  about  the  40th  year 
of  her  age, 

44  As  the  deaths  of  Sovereigns  hi 
defpotie  countries  are  Seldom  im¬ 
puted  to  natural  caufes,  that  of  Ca¬ 
tharine  has  alio'  been  attributed  to 
poifon  ;  as  if  the  diSovders  which 
preyed  upon  her  frame  were  not 
iufficient  to  bring  her  to  her  grave. 
Some  alien,  that  hie  was  poifoned 
in  a  glafs  of  Spirituous  liquor  ; 
others,  by  a  pear  given  her  by  ge¬ 
neral  Oiever,  Suspicions  alfo  fell 
up*  n  prince  Mejpzikoi  who,  a  Short 
time  before  her  deceale,  had  a  fi¬ 
lling  mifunderilanding  with  her, 
and  who  was  accufed  of  hastening 
her  death,  that  he  might  reign  with 
fUll  more  absolute  power  during  the 
minority  of  Peter  II.  But  thefe 
reports  deferve  not  the  lead  credit, 
and  were  merely  dictated  by  the 
Spirit  of  party,  or  by  popular  ru¬ 
mour. 

44  Catharine  was  in  her  perfon 
under  the  middle  Size,  and  in  her 
youth  delicate  and  well-formed,  but 
inclined  to  corpulency  as  file  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years.  She  had  a  fair 
complexion,  daik  eyes,  and  light 
hair,  which  the  was  always  accuf- 
tomed  to  die  with  a  black  colour. 
She  could  neither  read  nor  write  : 
her  daughter  El  zabeih  ufually  Sign¬ 
ed  her  name  for  her,  and  particu¬ 
larly  to  her  fail  will  and  teftament ; 
and  count  Qfternian  generally  put 
her  Signature  to  the  public  decrees 
and  difpatches.  Her  abilities  have 
Been  greatly  exaggerated  by  her  pa¬ 
negyrics.  Gordon,  who  had  fre¬ 
quently  Seen  her,  leems,  of  all  wri¬ 
ters,  to  have  reprefented  her  cha¬ 
racter  with  the  greatelt  j ultnefs, 
when  he  fays,  44  5 he  was  a  very 


pretty  well -look t  woman,  of  good 
i’enfe,  but  not  of  t  hat  Sublimity  of  wit, 
or  rather  that  quick nefs  of  imagi¬ 
nation,  which  fome  popple  have  be¬ 
lieved.  The  great  reafon  why  the 
tzar  was  fo  fond  of  her,  was  her 
exceeding  good  temper;  flic  never 
was  Seen  peevifli  or  out  of  humour; 
obliging  and  civil  to  all,  and  never 
forgetful  of  her  former  condition  ; 
withal,  mighty  -grateful.”  Catha¬ 
rine  maintained  the  pomp  of  ma- 
jeffy  with  an  air  of  eate  and  gran¬ 
deur  united  ;  and  Peter  ufed  fre¬ 
quently  to  exprefs  his  ad  mi  rat-  on  at 
the  .propriety  with  which  file  lup- 
porred  her  high  flat  ion,  without 
forgetting  that  {he  was  not  born  to 
that  dignity. 

4‘  The  following  anecdotes  will 
prove  that  (lie  bore  her  elevation 
meekly  :  and  was  never,  as  Gordon 
aliens,  forgetful  of  her  former  con¬ 
dition.  When  Wurmb,  who  had 
been  tutor  to  Gluck’s  children  at 
the  time  that  Catharine  was  a  do¬ 
mestic  in  that  clergyman’s  family, 
prefented  hi  mi  elf  before  her  after 
her  marriage  with  Peter  bad  been 
publicly  Solemnized,  file  recollect¬ 
ed  and  add  refled  him  with  great 
complacency,  What,  thou  good 
man,  art  thou  Still  alive  !  f  will 
provide  for  thee.5’  And  fhe  accord¬ 
ingly  fettled  upon  him  a  pen  Son. 
She  was  no  lefs  attentive  to  the 
family  of  her  benefactor  Gluck, 
who  died  a  prifoner  at  Mofcow : 
llie  petitioned  his  widow  ;  made  his 
fon  a  page  ;  portioned  the  two  eldeft 
daughters;  and  advanced  the  young- 
elf  to  be  one  of  her  maids  of  ho¬ 
nour,  If  we  may  believe  Weber, 
file  frequently  inquired  alter  her 
fir  It  In:  (band,  and,  when  fhe  lived 
with  prince  Menzikof,  ufed  Secretly 
to  fend  him  Small  Sums  of  money, 
until,  in  T7  5,  he  was  killed  in  a 
Ikirmifh  wiih  the  enemy.  In  a  coiv 
ference  with  general  Schlippen- 


/ 


[6o]  ACCOUNT  of  CATHARINE  I.  Emprcfs  of  RUSSIA. 

v'*4 


back,  who,  in  1702,  commanded 
the  Swedifti  army,  when  (lie  was 
taken  captive  by  the  Ruffians,  fhe 
afked  him  u  whether  her  fpoufe 
John  was  not  a  brave  foldier  ? 
Schlippenback  returning,  “  Am 
tiot  I  one  alfo  ?”  Mer  majefty  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative  ;  but,  re¬ 
peating  the  queftion,  he  replied. 

Yes,  pleafe  your  majefty  ;  and  I 
may  boaft  to  have  had  the  honour 
of  having  him  under  my  com¬ 
mand.” 

But  the  1110ft  noble  part  of  her 
character  was  her  peculiar  humanity* 
and  compaffion  for  the  unfortunate. 
Motraye  has  paid  an  handfome  tri- 
Bute  to  this  excellence,  “  She  had, 
in  fo me  £brt?  the  government  of  all 


his  (Peter’s)  paffions ;  and  even 
faved  the  lives  of  a  great  many 
more  perfons  than  Le  Fort  was  able 
to  do  :  fhe  infpired  l)im  with  that 
humanity,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  his  fubjedts,  nature  feemed  to 
have  denied  him.  A  word  from 
her  mouth  in  favour  of  a  wretch, 
juft  going  to  be  facrifieed  to  his 
anger,  would  difarm  him;  but  if  he 
was  fully  refolved  to  fatisfy  that 
paffion,  he  would  give  orders  for 
the  execution  when  fhe  was  abfe'nt, 
for  fear  fhe  fnouid  plead  for  the 
vi&im.”  In  a  word,  to  ufe  the  ex- 
preffion  of  the  celebrated  Munich, 
6i  Elk  e toil  proprcment  la  media-trice 
cntre  le  monarcjuc  etjcs Jujcts” 


MANNERS 


[  61  ] 


MANNERS  of  NATIONS 

- - 


Of  the  MANNERS  of  the  EARLY  GREEKS 


[From  Mr.  Mitford’s 

i«  ^"T^HE  manners  of  a  people 
receive  their  tone  trom  a 
great  variety  of  circumfcances  ; 
climate  ;  foil  ;  extent  of  territory ; 
population  ;  religion  ;  government, 
monarchical  or  republican,  vigor¬ 
ous  and  permanent,  or  weak  and 
changeable  ;  fyilem  of  jurifpru- 
dence  ;  admini  ft  ration  of  jufiice, 
ready  and  certain,  or  feeble  and  ir- 
regular  ;  fcience  ;  arts ;  commerce, 
communication  with  Grangers.  We 
find  accordingly  the  manners  of  the 
Homeric  age  diftinguifhed  from 
thofe  of  fubfequent  times  in  Greece 
by  many  charatleriftic  lines  ;  and 
we  may  obferve  throughout  a  ftrong 
oriental  tinge,  which  afterward 
very  much  faded  away.  Migra¬ 
tions  from  the  Eaft  into  Greece  had 
ceafed  before  Homer ;  but  the  eaft- 
«rn  merchants  fill  ingrofted  the 
little  commerce  of  the  Grecian 
towns.  Afterward,  whether  from 
£  republican  jealoufy  of  foreigners  ; 
whether  from  a  republican  induf- 
r%ty  with  increafed  population  ; 
whether  from  a  republican  fruga¬ 
lity,  with  the  naturally  attending 
difpofition  to  decry  foreign  luxu¬ 
ries  ;  or  whether  the  propenfty  to 
piracy  among  the  Greeks,  with  in¬ 
creafed  naval  (Length,  deterred 
commerce,  the  intercourie  between 
the  two  countries  leffened  greatly. 
The  moft  fir  iking  features  in  the 
Homeric  manners  are  that  licenti- 
Qufnefs,  and  that  hofpit.dity,  toge- 
jthsr  with  that  union,  at  fir  ft  view 
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fo  Orange  to  us,  of  the  higheft  dig¬ 
nities  with  the  meaneft  employ¬ 
ments,  which  have  prevailed  in  thts 
Eaft  fo  remarkably  through  all 
ages.  Thefe  are,  however,  not 
the  peculiar  growth  of  any  foil  and 
climate.  The  twro  mil  are  the  fel- 
dom  failing  produce  of  defective 
government ;  and  the  other  will 
everywhere  be  found  in  an  unim¬ 
proved  ftate  of  fociety.  The  re- 
femblance  borne  till  within  thi$ 
century  by  the  manners  of  th® 
Highland  Scots  to  thofe  of  the  Ori¬ 
entals  in  thefe  particulars  is  link¬ 
ing.  But  in  Greece,  though  thet 
ties  of  blood  had  fuch  weight  with 
the  people  among  themielves,  yet 
we  find  nothing  of  clanfhip,  no¬ 
thing  of  that  devoted  attachment 
of  vaffals  to  the  family  of  a  chief* 
which  diftinguifhed  many  of  the. 
Orientals,  as  well  as  our  northern 
Highlanders.  While  the  claims  o£ 
hereditary  royalty  were  eftablifhed 
in  general  opinion,  fome  degree  of 
refpeft  would  adhere  to  the  known 
pofterity  of  a  popular  leader  ;  but 
fuperior  perfonal  qualities  were  al¬ 
ways  neceffary  to  maintain  even 
the  polfeffion  of  rank  and  wealth. 

44  There  is  a  paffage  in  the  Odyf- 
fee  which  illuftrates  remarkably  at 
the  fame  time  the  government,  the 
morality,  and  the  religion  of  the 
age.  It  was  propofed  among  the 
fu  tors  of  Penelope  to  kill  her  fon 
Telemachus,  and  divide  his  pro¬ 
perty.  One  only  of  them  hefttated. 
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«  To  h  ill  a  perfon  of  royal  race/ 
he  fays,  *  is  no  light  matter.  Let 
ir3  therefore  confult  the  gods.  If 
the  laws  of  the  great  Jupiter  ap¬ 
prove  it,  myfelf  will  be  among  the 
Lrft  both  to  perfuade  and  to  (trike 
the  llroke  :  but  if  the  gods  forbid, 
1  adviie  to  forbear.’  The  perfon 
thu  >  reprefented  ferioufly  expreif- 
ing  doubt  whether  the  fouled:  mur¬ 
der  might  not  be  committed  with 
approbation  of  the  deity,  is  de- 
feribed  as  of  high  birth,  refpectabie 
charadfer,  and  fuperior  underftand- 
ing.  But  murders  were  fo  com¬ 
mon  tha  ,  without  peculiar  circum- 
flances  of  enormity,  they  fcarcely 
left  a  {lain  upon  the  character  of 
the  perpetrator.  Some  of  the  fa¬ 
vourite  perfonages  of  the  Iliad  and 
Odyllee  as  the  author  of  the  Effay 
on  the  Original  Genius  of  Homer 
Las  obferved,  had  been  guilty  of 
this  crime,  and  had  fled  their  coun¬ 
try  in  confequence  ;  not  however 
to  efcape  public  jufbee  ;  but  to 
avoid  the  revenge  of  the  relations 
of  the  deceafed.  Private  revenge 
we  know  was  formerly  aim  oft  the 
only  reftraint  upon  the  moil  atro¬ 
cious  crimes  againft  individuals  in 
our  own  country,  and  ilil!  more  in 
the  reft  of  weftern  Europe  ;  info- 
much  that,  in  the  weaknels  of  pub¬ 
lic  juftice,  private  revenge  even  re¬ 
ceived  the  fan dt ion,  and  was  put 
under  the  guidance  of  the  law. 
Hence  it  was  that  among  the  early 
Greeks,  as  in  general  through  the 
Raft,  a  numerous  progeny  was  fo 
paiticularly  efteemed  a  great  blcfT- 
ing  to  parents.  A  numerous  family 
was  always  a  powerful  family  :  it 
could  do  ju  ft  ice  to  itfelf  ;  and,  if 
unanimouily  fo  inclined,  injure 
others  with  impunity.  But  cru- 
ehy,  violence  and  op  predion,”  fays 
the  writer  juft  mentioned,  who  had 
ftudied  oriental  manners  from  the 
life*  4  are  fo  evidently  the  refult  of 


defecl've  government,  that  it  is  un- 
ncceflary  to  look  for  any  other  ge¬ 
neral  ca-ue  of  the  feenes  of  this 
fort  with  which  Homer  abounds  in 
common  with  other  ancient  writers, 
and  agreeably  to  the  pretent  man¬ 
ners  of  the  Eaft,  For  when  every 
man  h  in  great  measure  judge  in 
his  own  cauie,  vices  of  this  ciafs 
are  not  only  more  frequent,  but 
lefs  criminal  than  in  a  civilized  ftate, 
where  the  individual  transfers  his 
refentments  to  the  community,  and. 
private  injury  expects  red  refs  from 
public  juftice.  Where  the  legifla- 
ture  does  not  engage  for  our  per- 
fonal  fecurity,  we  have  a  right  to 
ufe  fuch  means  as  are  in  our  power 
to  deftroy  the  avgreffor  who  would 
deftroy  us.  In  fuch  cafes  bodily 
ftrength  and  courage  mu  ft  decide 
molt  contefrs  ;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  craft,  cunning,  and  furprize 
are  the  legitimate  weapons  of  the 
weak  againft  the  ftrong.  We  ac- 
cordingly  End,  that  both  the  anci-* 
ent  and  the  modern  hiitory  of  the' 
Eaft  is  a  continued  feens  of  blood- 
died  and  treachery Thefe  very 
juft  reflections  may  teach  us  to  ex- 
ercife  our  pity  and  fpare  our  cenfure 
on  human  nature  in  fuch  unfortu¬ 
nate  ciicumftances. 

HofpitalityW  fays  the  fame  wri¬ 
ter,  who  had  enjoyed  fuch  peculiar- 
means  of  information  on  the  fub- 
jcH,  u  prevails  in  moil  countries, 
and  in  the  different  .provinces  of 
each  country,  very  much  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  idlenefs,  poverty* 
and  infecurkv  which  attend  a  defec¬ 
tive  police.  It  is  force  confolation, 
in  fo  wretched  a  ft  ate  of  focictv* 
that  this  virtue  fhould  be  moft  cul¬ 
tivated  where  it  is  moft  wanted.  In 
Arabia,  the  rights  of  hofpitality,  fa 
properl v  calledvthe  point  of  honour 
of  the  Eaft,  are  the  happy  fubfti- 
tute  of  politive  law  ;  which  in  fome 
degree  fupplies  the  place  of  juftice 
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H6tme£Hjng,  by  a  voluntary  inter - 
courfe  of  good  offices,  thofe  vaga¬ 
bond  tribes,  who  defpife  legifla  ion, 
deny  the  perfect  rights  of  mankind, 
and  let  the  civil  magiftrate  at  defi¬ 
ance  :  a  ilrong  inftance  of  that 
fympathizing  principle  in  the  fa¬ 
cial  conftitution  of  our  nature. 
Which  the  wifeft  government  will 
encourage,  and  which  the  mod  de¬ 
praved  cannot  fupprefs.”  In  con¬ 
firmation  of  thefe  judicious  re.ma.tks, 
we  find  it  eftablifhed  as  a  principle 
in  Homer,  that  Si  to  thofe  i\ot  to¬ 
tally  void  of  the  feelings  of  huma¬ 
nity,  the  gueft  and  the  fuppliant 
fliould  be  as  a  near  relation  and 
he  gives  them  a  divine  right  to 
kind  treatment,  alledging,  that 
the  if  ranger  and  the  poor  are 
from  }ove.”  The  liberties  taken 
by  fuppliant  Grangers,  and  the  con¬ 
fidence  repofed  in  them,  were  con 
fonant  to  thefe  principles.  Ulyffes, 
favcd  alone  from  fhipwreck  on  an 
unknown  eoaft,  goes  without  intro¬ 
duction  to  the  palace  of  the  king 
of  the  country,  which  is  represent¬ 
ed  as  angularly  rich  and  fplendid, 
enters  the  apartments,  and  finding 
the  king  and  queen  at  fupper  with 
the  principal  nobles,  abruptly  ad- 
dreifes  his  application  to  the 
queen.  Not  only  kindnefs  but  ho¬ 
nour  is  immediately  fhown  to  him  ; 
he  is  lodged  in  the  palace  ;  and  the 
next  day  the  king,  recommending 
him  to  favour  in  an  affiembly  of  the 
people,  declares  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  knows  not  who  he  was. 
It  feems,  indeed,  to  have  been  a  ge¬ 
neral  point  of  civility,  not  haftilv 
to  alk  any  {Ranger  who  he  was. 
Teiemachus  and  Mentor,  landing 
in  the  port  of  Fylus,  find  the  ve¬ 
nerable  N  elf  or,  prince  or  the 

country,  with  the  affiembled  Pylian 
people  on  the  flume,  in  the  midlf  of 
the  ceremony  of  a  magnificent  pub¬ 
lic  facrifice.  The  Grangers  are  no 
fooncr  perceived  approaching  than 
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the  Pylians  crowd  to  meet  themf 
fahite  them  in  term,  of  friendlldp, 
and  invite  them  to  part.ke  of  to© 
feaft  which  always  fallowed  a  fa- 
crifice,  and  which  indeed  reem  to 
have  been  an  effential  part  the 
ceremony.  'They  wer  ,  h  wever, 
not  eft  to  the  civility  of  the  mul¬ 
titude..  Pei  if  rat  s,  Ion  of  Neftor, 
advancing  before  the  reft,  to  k 
them  by  the,- ha,  d,  and  placed  them 
at  tab  e  by  his  royal  father  and  his 
elder  brother.  When  the  meal  was 
over,  Nefior  fpoke  in  the  e  remark¬ 
able  terms  :  “  Now  the  mangers 
have  fatisfied  themfelves  with  eat¬ 
ing,  it  will  be  proper  to  alk  them 
who  they  are,  md  whence  they 
come.  Strangers,  who  are  you* 
and  whence  come  you,  navigating 
the  watery  wavs  ?  Is  it  for  any  h ti¬ 
ff  nefs,  or  do  you  roam  at  la  ge,  as  pi¬ 
rates  over  the  fea  ;  thofe  who  wan¬ 
der  rifking  their  own  lives,  and 
bringing  evil  upon  others  ?,s  Thu-* 
evdides,  than  whom  none  could  be 
better  qualified  to  judge,  believed 
this  to  be  a  faithful  pi  Mu  e  of  the 
manners  of  his  anceifors  ;  and  he 
obferveS  upon  it,  that  Nedor’s 
quell  ion  was  in  the  common  way 
of  inquiry,  and  not  at  all  imply  ng 
doubt  whether  the  Prang  rs  w,re 
worthy  of  bis  hofpitality,  or  fit 
company  for  his  table,  thou  h  hey 
might  be  pirates.  Teiemachus  and 
Pei li drat u s  afterward  going  as  he¬ 
reditary  guefts,  but  not  perfona'lly 
known,  to  Menelaus  king  of  Sparta, 
neither  announce  th  mfelves,  nor 
does  any  one  enquire  who  they  are.. 
The  king,  only  informed  by  one 
of  his  boiifhold  t  at  -unknown 
ff rangers  juft  arrived  in  a  chariot, 
are  waiting  without,  expreffes  dif- 
pleafure  at  the  mention  of  a  doubt 
whether  they  were  to  be  treated  in 
the  palace  or  provi  ed  elfewher^  ; 
orders  that  they  ihould  be  immedi¬ 
ately  introduced  into  the  hall  where 
lie  y-as  fitting  at  a  public  fupper 

with 
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with  his  court,  places  them  by  him- 
felf  at  table,  and  then  tells  them 
that,  after  they  have  flipped,  he 
will  aik  them  who  they  are,  and 
whence  they  came.  In  the  fame 
manner,  in  a  former  part  of  the 
poem,  Telemachus  himfelf  is  re- 
prefented  expreffing-  indignation  at 
the  leaft  delay  of  civility  to  a 
ft  ranger  whom  he  obferves  at  the 
gate  of  his  father’s  palace  ;  goes 
out  himfelf  to  receive  him,  and 
tells  him  that  he  fhal'l  fir  ft  fup,  and 
then  declare  his  errand.  From 
thefe  offices  of  hofpitality,  once 
performed,  new  and  frill  more  fa- 
cred  rights  arofe,  which  did  not 
expire  with  the  perfons  who  gave 
origin  to  them,  but  defcended  to 
all  the  pofterity  of  either  party. 
A  man  was  peculiarly  bound  to 
ihow  kindnefs  to  an  hereditary 
gueft  ;  to  one  who  had  entertained 
any  of  his  anceftors,  or  who  had 
been  entertained  by  them. 

<r4  How  neceffary  this  generous 
point  of  honour  was,  to  alleviate 
the  mifeiies  to  which  mankind  in 
that  unfettled  ftate  of  law  and  go¬ 
vernment  were  liable,  we  may  ga¬ 
ther  from  many  lively  and  affeding 
pictures  fcattered  through  Homer’s 
poems.  Befide  the  general  incom¬ 
petency  of  governments  to  fecure 
internal  order,  the  beft  regulated 
were  in  perpetual  danger  of  ruin 
from  foreign  enemies ;  and  this  ruin 
was  cruel,  was  complete.  44  Thefe 
are  the  evils,”  we  are  told  in  the 
Iliad,  44  that  follow  the  capture  of 
a  town :  the  men  are  killed  ;  the 
city  is  burnt  to  the  ground  ;  the 
women  and  children  of  all  ranks 
are  carried  off  for  flaves.”  44  Wretch 
that  I  am,”  fays  the  venerable 
Priam,  44  what  evil  does  the  great 
Jupiter  bring  on  me  in  my  old  age! 
My  fons  (lain,  my  daughters  drag¬ 
ged  into  flavery  ;  violence  pervad¬ 
ing  even  the  c-uambers  of  my  pa¬ 


lace  ;  and  the  very  infants  daf!ie4 
againft  the  ground  in  horrid,  fport 
of  war.  I  myfelf,  flain  in  the  vain 
office  of  defence,  fiiall  be  the  prey 
of  my  own  dogs,  perhaps  in  my 
very  palace*gates  i” 

44  Where  Tuch  was  war,  the  man¬ 
ners  of  warriors,  even  of  the  no- 
bieft  characters,  could  not  be  with¬ 
out  ftains  of  barbarifm  and  illibe- 
rality.  We  find,  in  the  Iliad,  men 
of  higheft  rank,  meeting  in  battle, 
addrefs  each  other  in  language  the 
moft  grofiy  infulting  ;  they  threat¬ 
en,  they  revile,  and  fometimes  jeft 
in  a  very  unfeemly  manner  on  the 
misfortunes  of  their  adverfaries. 
“You  whom  the  Greeks  fo  honour 
above  others,”  lays  Hedor  to  Dio- 
med,  44  are  no  better  than  a  wo¬ 
man.  Go,  wretch !”  Then  follows 
the  reafon  of  this  perfona!  anger  : 
44  You  think  to  ftorm  our  city,  and 
carry  off  our  women  in  your  fliips.” 
After  this  the  added  threat  however 
will  not  appear  unreafonable  :  44  My 
arm,”  continues  Hedor,  44  fiiall  firft: 
fend  you  to  the  infernal  deities.” 
With  minds  thus  heated,  and  man¬ 
ners  thus  roughened,  it  is  no  won¬ 
der  if  we  find  chiefs  of  the  fame 
nation  and  army  ufe  great  illiberal- 
ity  of  language  one  to  another.  Of 
this,  not  to  mention  a  difpute  fo 
extreme  as  that  between  Agamem¬ 
non  and  Achilles,  Hedor  in  a  fpeech 
toPolydamas,  andOileanAjax  toldo- 
meneus,  afford  remarkable  examples. 

44  It  was  little  ufual  to  give 
quarter.  44  Why  fo  tender-heart¬ 
ed  ?”  fays  Agamemnon  to  Mene- 
laus,  feeing  him  hefitate  while  a 
Trojan  of  high  rank,  who  bad  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  difabled  by 
being  thrown  from  his  chariot,  was 
begging  for  life?  *4  Are  you  feme 
vour  houfe  fo  beholden  to  the  Tro 
jans  ?  Let  not  one  of  them  efcapt 
deftrudiou  from -our  hands;  no 
not  the  child  within  his  mother’ 

womb 
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Womb.  Let  all  perifn  unmourned  ; 
let  not  a  veftige  of  them  be  leen 
remaining.’  The  poet  gives  the  {auc¬ 
tion  of  his  own  approbation  to  this 
inhumanity  in  a  prince  by  no  means 
generally  characterised  inhuman  : 

&  itwas  juftly  Spoken,’  lays  Homer  ; 

4  and  he  turned  his  brother’s  mind.’ 
Menelaus,  accordingly,  puflied  a- 
way  the  noble  Suppliant,  arid  the 
king  of  men  himfelf  was  the  exe¬ 
cutioner  who  put  the  unrelilling 
wretch  to  death.  Hedfor,  in  whom 
we  find  fo  many  amiable  qualities, 
was  not  lefs  infedted  with  this  bar¬ 
barous  fpirit  of  his  age.  When  he 
had  killed  Patroclus,  and  ftripped 
him  on  the  fpot  of  his  divine  ar¬ 
mour,  he  po ripened  the  moft  preff- 
ing  and  moft  important  concerns, 
equally  of  himfelf  and  of  his 
country,  to  the  gratification  of 
weak  revenge  ;  lofing  light  of  all 
the  greater  objects  of  battle  while 
he  Struggled  for  the  naked  corfe, 
with  intention  to  complete  its  con¬ 
tumely  by  giving  it  to  be  devoured 
by  Trojan  dogs  ;  and  to  make  his 
vengeance  failing  by  depriving  it 
of  thofe  funeral  rites  which  were, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  times,  necei- 
fary  to  the  repofe  of  fouls  after 
death.  We  mull  not  therefore 
wonder  that  the  common  Greeks 
Should  delight  in  wounding  the 
dead  body  of  H  edtor  himfelf  when 
he  was  foon  after  llain  ;  nor  ought 
we  to  attribute  peculiar  ferocity  to 
the  character  of  Achilles  for  the 
indignities  with  which  he  treated 
it ;  Since  both  the  morality  and  the 
religion  of  his  age,  far  from  con¬ 
demning  fuch  conduct,  evidently 
taught  him  to  confider  it  as  diredt- 
ed,  not  indeed  by  humanity,  but 
by  Social  affedtion,  and  enforced  by 
that  piety,  fuch  as  it  was,  which 
the  gods  of  his  country  required. 
When  the  unfortunate  monarch  of 
Troy  came  afterward  in  perfon  to 
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beg  the  body  of  his  heroic  fon,  wt 
find  the  conduct  of  Achilles  mark- 
ed  by  a  Superior  fpirit  of  gene¬ 
rous  humanity.  Yet  in  the  very 
adt  of  granting  the  pious  requeff, 
he  doubts  if  he  is  quite  excufable 
to  the  foul  of  his  departed  friend, 
for  remitting  the  extremity  of  ven¬ 
geance  which  he  had  meditated, 
and  restoring  the  corfe  to  receive 
the  rites  of  burial.  Agreeably  to 
this  cruel  fpirit  of  warfare,  the 
token  of  victory  was  the  head  of 
the  principal  perfon  of  the  van¬ 
quished  (lain  fixed  on  a  poll.  The 
milder  temper  of  a  more  civilized 
age  aboliihed  this  cuftom,  and  it 
became  ufual  for  the  conqueror  on¬ 
ly  to  fu Spend  a  fuit  of  armour  ort 
a  poft  ;  which,  thus  adorned,  was 
termed  a  trophy.  Perhaps  fire¬ 
arms  have  contributed  to  humanize 
war.  The  molt  cruel  ftrokes  to  indi¬ 
viduals  are  now  generally  in  a  great 
meafure  the  effedt  of  chance  ;  for 
it  feldom  can  be  afeertained  from 
what  hand  precifely  they  come,  and 
revenge  thus  wants  its  objedf.  Other 
favourable  circumflances  it  is  true 
have  afliSled ;  but  this,  it  may 
fairly  be  prefumed,  has  had  its 
Share  in  making  revenge  alien  to 
modern  warfare. 

44  While  fuch  were  the  horrors 
of  war  continually  threatening,  not 
frontier  provinces  of  extend  v$ 
realms,  but  every  man’s  door,  we 
may  wonder  at  any  progrefs  that 
civility  and  the  arts  of  peace  had 
made  among  mankind  ;  that 
wealth,  grandeur,  elegance,  and 
almotl  that  any  thing  beyond  mere 
neceiTaries  of  life,  were  thought 
worth  any  pains  to  acquire.  But, 
amid  the  alarms  of  violence  and 
oppreffion,  the  Spirit  of  hofpitality, 
fo  generally  diffufed,  often  alleviat¬ 
ed  misfortune  j  and  even  in  the 
crafli  of  nations,  many  individuals, 
if  they  could  Save  only  their  lives 
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from  the  general  ruin,  were  at  no 
lofs  for  refources.  This  extenfive 
communication  of  the  rights  of  hof- 
pitality  was  of  powerful  effect  to 
humanize  a  favage  people,  to  ex¬ 
cite  a  relifh  for  elegance  in  ityle  of 
living,  and  to  make  the  more  re¬ 
fined  joys  of  fociety  more  eagerly 
fought,  as  well  as  more  eafily  ob¬ 
tained.  There  was  in  Homer’s 
time  great  difference  in  the  poflei- 
ilons  of  individuals  :  fome  had 
large  tradts  of  land  with  numerous 
herds  and  flocks  ;  others  had  none. 
This  if  ate  of  things  is  generally  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  arts  ;  a  few,  who 
have  a  fuperabundance  of  wealth, 
being  better  able,  and  generally 
more  walling  to  encourage  them 
than  numbers  who  have  only  a 
competency.  The  communication 
of  the  l  ights  of  hofpitality  would 
alfo  a lli ft  toward  the  prefervation 
of*  property  to  thofe  families  which 
had  once  acquired  it.  A  fort  of 
affociation  was  thus  formed,  which 
in  fome  degree  fupplied  the  want  of 
a  regular  adminiftation  of  law. 
W'thout  fome  fecurity  thus  derived 
we  fhould  fcarcely  have  found  dii- 
ti notion  of  rank  lo  ftrongly  marked 
as  it  is  in  Homer.  A  man  of  rank, 
it  appears,  might  be  known  by  his 
gait  and  manners  under  every  dif- 
guife  of  a  mean  habit,  and  mean 
employment.  This  could  never  be 
without  a  wide  diftindtion  exifting 
through  fucceftive  generations.  A 
youth  is  deicri bed  elegant  in  his 
clrefs,  and  delicate  in  his  perfon  ; 
*  fuch,’  fays  the  poet,  4  as  the  fons 
of  princes  ufually  are.’  It  is  re¬ 
markable  that  the  youth  thus  de- 
fcribed,  was  in  the  employment  of 
a  Ihepherd.  Strength,  however, 
and  adlivity  always  go  to  the  de- 
feription  of  Horner’s  men  of  rank  : 
but  luxury,  fuch  as  it  wras  in  thofe 
days,  never  is  mentioned  as  unbe¬ 
coming  a  hero  ;  though  it  was  more 


particularly  the  privilege  of  the 
aged.  The  wealthy,  as  we  have 
already  ohferved,  had  houfes  built 
of  freeftone,  fpacious,  and  with 
many  apartments  on  different  floors ; 
and  we  find  all  the  offices  to  be  ex- 
pedfed  in  a  great  family  performed 
with  much  regularity.  The  di- 
redfions  which  Penelope’s  houfe- 
keeper  gives  to  the  menial  fervants 
for  the  buflnefs  of  the  day  might 
frill  ferve  in  the  Eaft  without  varia¬ 
tion  ;  4  Go  quickly,’  file  laid, 

4  fome  of  you  fweep  the  houfe,  and 
fprinkle  it ;  and  let  the  crimfon 
carpets  be  fpread  upon  the  feats  ; 
let  all  the  tables  be  well  rubbed: 
with  fpunges,  and  wafh  carefully 
the  bowls  and  the  cups.  Some  of 
you  go  immediately  to  the  fountain 
for  water.’  No  lefs  than  twenty 
went  on  this  errand.  The  whole 
number  of  maid- fervants  were  fifty; 
nor,  however,  all  employed  its 
houfhold  buiinefs,  but  probably 
moft  of  them  in  the  manufacture 
of  cloth,,  and  making  of  clothes 
for  the  family.  Men-fervants  wait¬ 
ed  at  meals  ;  and  thofe  of  UlyflesL 
houfhold  are  deferibed  as  comely 
youths,  handfomely  clothed,  and 
always  neat  in  their  appearance. 
Servants  of  both  fexes  feem  to  haver 
been  all  Haves . 

44  It  appears  indeed,  as  we  have 
already  remarked,  that  fince  the 
age  of  Hercules  and  Thefeus,  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  had  been  made 
in  eftablifhing  the  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment  over  Peloponnefus  at 
leaft,  and  giving  fecurity  to  the 
country.  No  apprehenfion  of  fuch 
dangers  as  Thefeus  found  in  the 
way  from  Troezene  to  Athens  ia- 
mentioned  in  the  account  of  Tele- 
machus’s  journey  from  Pylos  to 
Sparta.  Without  attendants  Tele-' 
machus  and  Peiflflratus  fet  out  in  a 
chariot  drawn  by  two  horfes.  They 
carry  with  them  provifions  for  the 
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at  Phserae,  where  they  are  enter¬ 
tained  by  Diodes,  a  chief  of  the 
trountry;  The  next  evening  they 
arrive  at  Sparta  ;  and  their  return 
affords  no  more  variety  of  dory. 

44  Homer  has  left  us  many  pic¬ 
tures  of  his  heroes  in  their  hours 
of  relaxation  with  the  goblet  cir¬ 
culating.  It  has  indeed  been  very 
anciently  obferved,  that  he  fhows 
himfelf  ftrong  y  difpofed  to  focial 
-and  convivial  enjoyment.  Horace 
has  aggravated  the  remark  into  a 
reproach*  Yet  allowing  for  the 
peculiarities  of  the  manners  of  the 
heroic  ages,  moif  of  which  are  hill 
found  in  the  Ead,  there  is  great 
elegance  in  Homer’s  convivial 
meetings.  Once  he  makes  exprefs 
mention  of  drunkennefs  :  but  the 
anecdote  forms  a  ft  rang  lefTon  to 
deter  from  that  vice  ;  lhowing,  by 
a  terrible  example,  that  perfons  of 
the  higheft  rank  and  moil  refpedt- 
able  character,  if  they  yield  to  in¬ 
temperance,  reduce  themfelves  for 
the  time  to  a  level  with  the  lowed 
and  mod  profligate,  and  are  liable 
to  every  indignity.  But  at  the 
feads  of  the  great  the  fong  of  the 
bard  feldom  failed  to  make  a  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  entertainment. 
The  bard  indeed  feems  to  have 
been  a  perfon  of  importance  in  the 
household  eftablifhment  of  every 
wealthy  chief.  His  knowledge  and 
memory,  in  the  deficiency  of  books, 
were  to  fupply  the  place  of  a  libra¬ 
ry  :  his  ikill  in  mufic  and  poetry 
were  to  convey  the  inftrudtion  in 
the  mod  agreeable  manner,  and  in- 
form,  even  when  pleafure  was  the 
only  apparent  object.  In  one  in- 
ftance  Homer  attributes  extraordi¬ 
nary  authority  to  the  bard.  JE- 
sfidheus  could  not  accomplifh  his 
purpofe  of  pNodemng  himfelf  of  the 
perfon  of  Clytemnedra  and  the 
principal  fvvay  in  the  Argian  go¬ 


vernment,  till  he  had  removed  the  . 
bard  whom  Agamemnon  had  ap~ 
pointed  to  be  chief  counfellor  to  the 
queen  in  his  abfence. 

44  Women  in  the  Homeric  age 
enjoyed  more  freedom,  and  com¬ 
municated  more  in  bufinefs  and 
amufement  among  men,  than  in 
fubfequent  ages  has  been  ufual  in 
thofe  eailern  countries  ;  far  more 
than  at  Athens  in  the  flourifhing 
times  of  the  commonwealth.  In 
the  Iliad  we  find  Helen  and  Andro¬ 
mache  appearing  frequently  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Trojan  chiefs,  and 
entering  freely  into  the  converfa- 
tion.  Attended  only  by  one  or 
two  maidYervants,  they  walk  thro’ 
the  ftreets  of  Troy  as  bufinefs  or 
fancy  lead  them.  Penelope,  per- 
fecuted  as  die  is  by  her  fuitors, 
does  not  fcruple  occafionally  to 
fliow  herfelf  among  them  ;  and 
fcarcely  more  referve  feems  to  have 
been  impofedon  virgins  than  on  mar¬ 
ried  women.  Equally  indeed  Ho¬ 
mer’s  elegant  eulogies  and  Hefiod’s 
fevere  farcafm  prove  women  to  have 
been  in  their  days  important  mem¬ 
bers  of  fociety.  The  character  of 
Penelope  in  the  OdyfTee  is  the  com¬ 
pleted  panegyric  upon  the  fex 
that  ever  was  compofed  ;  and  no 
language  can  give  a  more  elegant 
or  a  more  highly  coloured  picture 
of  conjugal  affe&ion  than  is  dif- 
played  in  the  converfation  between 
HeCfor  and  Andromache  in  the  fixth. 
book  of  the  Iliad.  Even  Helen, 
in  fpite  of  her  failings,  and  inde¬ 
pendently  of  her  beauty,  deals  up¬ 
on  our  hearts,  in  Homer’s  delcrip- 
tion,  by  the  modedy  of  her  deport¬ 
ment  and  the  elegance  of  her  man¬ 
ners.  On  all  occallons  indeed  Ho¬ 
mer  lliows  a  difpodtion  to  favour 
the  fex  :  civility  and  attention  to 
them  he  attributes  mod  particularly 
to  his  greateft  charadters,  to  Achil¬ 
les,  and  dill  more  remarkably  to 

*  J 
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Hedfor.  The  infinite  variety  of 
His  fubjedts,  and  the  hiftorical  na¬ 
ture  of  his  poems,  led  him  necef- 
fkrily  to  fpea'k  of  bad  women  :  but 
even  when  the  black  deed  of  Cly- 
temnePra  calls  for  his  utmoP  repro¬ 
bation,  if Ul  his  delicacy  toward  the 
fex  leads  him  t6  mention  it  in  a 
rhanner  that  might  tend  to  guard 
againP  that  reproach  which  would 
be  liable  to  involve  all  for  the 
wickednefs  of  one.  With  fome 
things  of  co u fie  widely  differing 
from  what  prevails  in  diPant  cli¬ 
mates  and  diffant  ages,  we  yet  find 
in  general  the  moll;  perfect  decency 
and  even  elegance  of  manners  in 
Homer’s  defcriptions  of  the  inter- 
eourfe  of  men  and  women.  Of 
tins  Helen’s  converfations  on  the 
Walls  of  Trov  in  the  Iliad,’  and  in 
her  court  at  Sparta  in  the  Odyffee* 
afford  remarkable  examples.  One 
office  of  civility  indeed,  which  we 
find  ufually  performed  by  women 
in  the  heroic  age,  may  excite  our 
wonder  :  the  bulinefs  of  attending 
men  in  bathing  feems  to  have  been 
peculiar  to  women  ;  and,  in  com¬ 
pliment  to  men  of  rank,  was  per¬ 
formed  by  virgins  of  the  higheft 
tank.  When  Telemachus  vifited 
Neffor  at  Pyles,  the  office  of  walk¬ 
ing  and  clothing  him  was  afligned 
to  the  beautiful  Polycaffe,  the  vir¬ 
gin-daughter  of  the  venerable  mo¬ 
narch.  When  Ulyffes  appeared  as 
an  unknown  ftranger  in  his  oWn  pa¬ 
lace,  the  queen  Penelope,  uninform¬ 
ed  who  or  What  he  was,  merely  in 
purfuance  of  the  common  lights  of 
hofpitality,  directed  her  young 
maids  to  attend  him  to  the  bath. 
Ulyffes  refufed  the  honour,  and  de- 
fired  an  old  woman  ;  but  the  poet 
feems  to  have  thought  it  neceffary 
that  he  fh.ould  apologize  very  parti¬ 
cularly  for' fuch  a  Angularity.  Re¬ 
pugnant  as  thefe  circumftances  ap¬ 
pear  to  common  notions  of  eaffern 


jealoufy,  yetcuPbms  not  abfoldtchf 
diffimilar  are  if  ill  found  among  the 
Arabs.  Indeed  the  general  fenti- 
meets  of  the  Turks  toward  the  fe¬ 
male  fex  are  a  ffrange  compound  of 
the  groffeP  fenfuality  with  the  moft 
fcrupulous  decency.  For  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  Homer,  however,  and  of  his 
age,  it  flioul'd  be  obferved,  thaty 
among  all  his  variety  of  pictures  of 
human  paffion,  not  a  hint  occurs  of 
thas  unnatuval  fenfuality  which  af¬ 
terwards  fo  difg  raced  Grecian  man¬ 
ners. 

44  It  was  cuftomary  in  the  heroic 
age,  as  indeed  at  all  times  in  Greece, 
for  ladies  of  the  higheft  rank  to  cm- 
ploy  themfelves  in  fpinning  and 
needlework,  and  in  at  leaf!  directing 
the  bufinefs  of  the  loom  ;  which 
was  carried  on,  as  till  lately  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  for  every 
family  within  itfelf.  It  was  praife 
equally  for  a  Have  and  a  princefs  to 
be  fkilful  in  works  of  this  kind.  In 
Homer's  time  walking  alfo  was  em- 

.  O  t  ^ 

ployment  for  ladies.  The  princefs 
Nauficaa,  the  young  and  beautiful 
daughter  of  the  opulent  king  of 
Phaeucia,  a  country  famed  more  for 
luxury  than  induftry,  went  with 
her  maids,  in  a  carriage  drawn  by 
mules,  to  a  fountain  in  a  iequeper- 
ed  fpot  at  fome  diPance  from  the 
city,  to  vvafli  the  clothes  of  the 
family. 

44  It  is  matter  of  no  fmall  curio- 
fity  to  compare  the.  manners  and 
principles  of  the  heroic  age  of 
Greece  with  thofe  of  our  Teutonic 
ancePors.  There  are  Prong  lines 
of  refemblance,  and  there  are  at 
the  fame  time  Prong  charadferiPical 
touches  by  which  they  Pand  diPin- 
guimed.  Greece  was  a  country 
holding  out  to  its  poffeffors  every 
delight  of  which  humanity  is  capa-- 
ble  ;  but  where,  through  the  in  effi¬ 
cacy  of  law,  the  inPability  of  go¬ 
vernments,  and  the  character  of  the 

times' 
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time?,  happinefs  was  extremely  pre¬ 
carious,  and  the  change  frequent 
from  the  height  of  blifs  to  the  depth 
of  miiery.  Hence,  rather  than 
from  his  natural  temper,  Horner 
feems  to  have  derived  a  melancholy 
tinge  widely  diffuled  over  his  poems. 
He  frequently  adverts,  in  general 
refiedtions,  to  the  miferies  of  man¬ 
kind.  That  earth  nouriflies  no  ani¬ 
mal  more  miferable  than  man,  is 
a  remark  which  he  puts  into  the 
mouth  of  Jupiter  himfelf.  His 
common  epithet  for  war  and  battle 
is  44  tearful.”  With  the  northern 
bards,  on  the  contrary,  war  and 
battle  were  fuhjecds  of  highefl  joy 
and  merriment  :  and  this  idea  was 
fupported  in  fact,  we  are  well  allur¬ 
ed,  to  a  moil  extraordinary  degree. 
Yet  there  was  more  generality  and 
lefs  cruelty  in  the  Gothic  fpirit  of 


war  than  in  the  Grecian.  Whence 
this  arofe  ;  wrhat  circumilances  gave 
the  weaker  fex  fo  much  more  con? 
fequence  among  the  Teutonic  na¬ 
tions  than  among  the  Greeks  ;  hovy 
the  fpirit  of  gallantry,  fo  little 
known  to  this  elegant  and  polifhed 
people,  fhould  arife  and  gain  fuch 
univerfal  influence  among  the  fierce 
unlettered  favaves  of  the  North  ; 
that  gallantry  which,  with  many 
fantaftical  and  forne  mifchievous  et- 
fedls,  has  produced  many  fo  highly 
falutary  and  honourable  to  mankind, 
will  probably  ever  remain  equally  a 
my  fiery  in  the  hiftory  of  man,  as 
why  perfeclion  in  the  fciences  and 
every  elegant  art  ihould  be  confined 
to  the  little  territory  of  Greece,  and 
thole  nations  which  have  derived  it 
thence.” 


ACCOUNT  of  the  INHABITANTS  of  POLAND. 

[From  Mr.  Coxe?s  Travels  into  Poland,  RuiTia,  Sweden,  and  Denmark,] 


‘‘  y  confider  Polifh  liberty  as  the 
|_  fource of  Polifh  wretchedneis ; 
and  Poland  appears  to  me,  as  far  as 
I  can  judge  by  the  fpecimens  which 
fell  under  my  ohfervation,  of  all 
countries  the  moil  diftrelTed.  Nor 
indeed  do  the  natives  themfelvcs 
attempt  to  palliate  or  deny  this  me¬ 
lancholy  fadt.  Upon  expreffing  my 
furprize  at  one  inftance  of  the  abuie 
of  liberty,  to  which  1  had  been  my- 
felf  a  whnefs,  to  a  perfon  well 
verfed  in  the  laws  of  the  country, 
he  returned  for  anfwer,  “  If  you 
knew  the  confufion  and  anarchy  of 
our  co.nflitution,  you  would  be  1  un¬ 
prized  at  nothing  :  many  grievances 
neceffarily  exifl  even  in  the  heft  re¬ 
gulated  dates  ;  what  then  mull  be 
the  cafe  in  our’s,  wrhich  of  all  go¬ 
vernments  is  the  snofl  deteflable  ?” 

%  s  ts  n  »  u  ‘ 


Another,  lamenting  the  dreadful 
lituation  of  his  country,  laid  to  me, 

4  The  name  of  Poland  Hill  remains, 
but  the  nation  no  longer  exifls  :  an. 
univerfal  corruption  and  venality 
pervades  all  ranks  of  people.  Many 
of  the  firfl  nobility  do  not  blufh  to 
receive  penfions  from  foreign  courts. 
One  profeffes  himfelf  publicly,  an. 
Ai'.flrian,  a  fecond  a  Prufiian,  a 
third  a  Frenchman,  and  a  fourth  a 
Ruffian.” 

ts  The  prefen t  lituation  of  the 
Polifh  nation  imp  relied  my  mind 
with  the  moll  pathetic  ideas  o*  fallen 
greatqefs  ;  and  I  could  not  confider, 
without  a  mixture  of  regret  and 
fymputhy,  a  people,  who  formerly* 
gave  law  to  (he  North,  reduced  to 
fo  low  a  Hate  of  infignificance  and 
domeflic  mifery*  The  nation  has 
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few  manufactures,  fcarcely  any  com¬ 
merce  ;  a  king  almoft  without  au¬ 
thority  ;  the  nobles  in  a  Hate  of  un- 
controuled  anarchy ;  the  peafants 
groaning  under  a  yoke  of  feudal 
defpotifm  far  worfe  than  the  tyran¬ 
ny  of  an  abfolute  monarch.  I 
never  before  obferved  fuch  an  ine¬ 
quality  of  fortune,  fuch  i'udden 
tranlition  from  extreme  riches  to 
extreme  poverty  :  wherever  I  turn¬ 
ed  my  eyes,  luxury  and  wretch  ed- 
nefs  were  confhint  neighbours.  In 
a  word,  the  boafted  Poliih  liberty  is 
not  enjoyed  in  the  fmallelt  degree 
by  the  bulk  of  the  people,  but  is 
confined  among  the  nobles  or  gen¬ 
try.  The  truth  of  thefe  remarks 
will  bell  appear  from  the  following 
account  of  the  inhabitants. 

“  The  inhabitants  of  Poland  are 
nobles,  clergy,  citizens,  and  pea- 
fants. 

44  I.  The  nobles  are  divided  into 
two  c laffes ;  the  members  of  the 
fenate,  and  of  the  equeffrian  order. 
Having,  upon  a  former  occafion, 
defcribed  t  he  powers  which  fenators' 
enjoy  in  their  coiledlive  capacity,  it 
will  be  unneceflary  to  repeat  them 
in  this  place. 

44  We  fhould  be  greatly  deceiv¬ 
ed  if  we  were  to  underhand  the 
word  noble  in  out  fenfe  of  that  term. 
In  the  laws  of  Poland  a  noble  is  a 
perlbn  who  pofiefles  a  freehold 
eltate,  or  who  can  prove  his  defeent 
from  anceftors  formerly  poffelfing  a 
freehold,  following  no  trade  or  com¬ 
merce,  and  at  libertv  to  choofe  the 
place  of  his  habitation.  This  de- 
feription  includes  all  perfons  above 
burghers  and  peafants.  The  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  body  below  the  rank  of 
fenators  re  called,  :n  a  collective 
hat-  the  <  queftrian  order;  and  in 
their  individual  capacities,  nobles, 
gentlemen,  freemen,  or  land-hold¬ 
ers,  which  appellations  are  fynony- 
mous. 


61  All  the  nobles  or  gentry  are*, 
in  the  ftriCt  letter  of  the  law,  equal 
by  birth  ;  fo  that  all  honours  and, 
titles  are  fuppofed  to  add  nothing 
to  their  real  dignity.  By  means  of 
their  repreientatives  in  the  diet, 
they  have  a  fnare  in  the  legiilative 
authority,  and,  in  fome  cafes,  as  in 
the  election  or  a  king,  they  aflcmble 
in  perlbn,  when  each  noble  is  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  eleCted  a  nuntio,  of 
bearing  the  office  or  a  fenator,  and 
of  prefenting  himfelf  as  a  candidate- 
upon  a  vacancy  in  the  throne.  No 
noble  can  be  a r relied  without  being 
previouily  conviCled,  except  in  cafes 
of  high  treafon,  murder,  and  rob¬ 
bery  on  the  highway,  and  then  he 
mull  be  furprifed  in  the  fact ;  nor 
can  he  be  capitally  punifhed  but  by 
order  of  the  diet.  The  definition 
of  a  noble  being  thus  applied  not 
only  to  perfons  actually  pqffeffing 
land,  but  even  to  the  descendants  of 
former  landholders,  comprehends 
fuch  a  large  body  of  men,  that  many 
of  them  are  in  a  .hate  of  extreme  in¬ 
digence  ;  and  as,  according  to  the 
Poliih  law,  they  lofe  their  nobility 
it  they  follow  trade  or  commerce, 
the  molt  needy  generally  devote 
themfelves  to  the  fervice  of  the 
richer  nobles,  who,  like  the  old 
feudal  barons,  are  conftantly  attends 
ed  by  a  large  number  of  retainers. 
As  all  nobles,  without  any  diftinc- 
tion,  enjoy  the  right  of  voting,  as 
well  for  the  choice  of  nuntio,  as  at 
the  election  of  a  king,  their  poverty 
and  their  numberare  frequently  pro- 
dudtive  of  great  inconvenience. 
Hence  the  king,  who  has  jufily  con¬ 
ceived  a  great  veneration  for  the 

O 

Englifh  confiitution,  wifhed  to  in¬ 
troduce  into  the  new  code  a  law  fb 
milar  to  ours  relating  to  county 
elections,  that  no  perfon  fhould  be 
entitled  to  a  vote  in  the  choice  of 
a  nuntio  but  thofe  who  pofiefied  a 
certain  qualification  in  land.  This 

pro- 
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pvopofition,  however,  has  been  re¬ 
ceived  with  fuch  marks  of  difatis- 
fadlion,  that  we  may  conclude  it 
will  never  be  allowed  to  pafs  into  a 
law. 

II.  The  clergy.  Miciflaus, 
the  firft;  fovereign.  of  Poland  who 
embraced  Chriftianity,  granted  fe¬ 
deral  immunities  and  effates  to  the 
clergy.  His  fucceilbrs  and  the  rich 
nobles  followed  his  example  ;  and 
the  riches  of  this  body  continued 
increafing,  as  well  from  royal  as 
private  donations,  until  the  diet,  ap- 
prehenfive  left  in  procefs  of  time 
the  grsateft  part  of  the  eftates  fhould 
pafs  into  the  hands  of  the  clergy, 
forbad  by  different  laws,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  in.  1 66.;,  the  alienation  of 
lands  to  the  church,  under  penalty 
of  forfeiture:  a*d  under  the  pre- 
fent  reign  feveral  eftates  have  been 
connfcated  which  had  been  bellowed 
upon  the  clergy  fince  that  period. 

44  From  the  time  of  the  firft  efta- 
blifliment  of  the  catholic  religion 
by  cardinal  iEgidius,  nuntio  irom 
pope  John  XI  I*  the  bifbops  have 
been  admitted  into  the  fenate  as 
king’s  counfeliors.  They  were 
ufually  appointed  by  the  king,  and 
confirmed  by  the  pope ;  but  fince 
the  creation  of  the  permanent  coun¬ 
cil,  they  are  nominated  by  his  ma- 
jefly  out  of  three  candidates  choleii 
by  the  council:  a  bifhop,  the  mo¬ 
ment  he  is  appointed,  is  of  courfe 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
fenator.  The’  archbifliop  of  Gnefna 
is  primate,  as  we  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  the  firft  fenator  in  rank, 
and  viceroy  during  an  interregnum, 

44  The  eccleftaftics  are  all  free¬ 
men,  and,  in  fome  particular  in- 
fiances,  have  their  own  courts  of 
juftice,  in  which  the  canon  law.  is 
pra&ifed,  Of  thefe  courts  of  juftice 
peculiar  to  the  clergy  there  are  three 
forts  ;  1 .  The  confiftorial,  under 

fhe  jurjfdidtion  of  each  bifhop  in, 


his  diocefe ;  2.  The  metropolitan, 
under  the  primate,  to  which  an  ap¬ 
peal  lies  from  the  bifhop’s  court ; 

3.  That  of  the  pope’s  nuntio,  which 
is  the  fupreme  ecclefiaftical  judica¬ 
ture  within  the  kingdom,  to  which 
an  appeal  may  be  made  both  from 
the  decifton  of  the  hilltop  and  of 
the  primate.  In  cafes  of  divorce, 
difpenfations  for  marriages,  and  in 
other  inftances,  the  parties,  as  in 
all  catholic  countries,  muff  apply 
to  the  pope  ;  by  which  means  no 
inconliderable  portion  of  money  is 
abforbed  by  the  fee  of  Rome, 

44  In  moft  civil  affairs  the  clergy 
are  judged  in  the  ordinary  courts  of 
juftice.  In  criminal  caufes,  an  ce¬ 
de  fiaftic  is  firft  arrefted  by  the  civil 
powers,  then  judged  in  the  con- 
fiftory,  and,  if  convidled,  he  is  re¬ 
mitted  to  the  civil  power,  in  order 
to  undergo  the  penalty  annexed  to 
the  crime  of  which  he  has  been 
found  guilty.  One  great  ecclefi- 
aftical  abufe,  which  has  been  abo- 
lifhed  in  moft  other  catholic  coun¬ 
tries,  full  exifts  in  this  kingdom  s 
when  the  pope  fends  a  bull  into  Po¬ 
land,  the  clergy  pubiilh  and  carry 
it  into  execution,  without  the  con¬ 
firmation  or  approbation  of  the  civil 
power.  Before  1538  ecclefiaftic3 
were  allowed  to  hold  civil  employ¬ 
ments,  but  in  that  year  priefts  were 
declared  incapable  of  being  pro¬ 
moted  to  fecular  offices.  They 
were  alfo  exempted  from  paying 
any  taxes ;  but  this  exemption  has 
been  wifely  taken  off,  and  they  are 
now  rated  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  laity,  with  this  difference,  that 
their  contributions  are  not  called 
taxes,  but  charitable  iubfidies. 

44  III.  The  npxt  clafs  of  people 
are  the  burghers,  inhabiting  towns, 
whofe  privileges  were  formerly  far 
more  considerable  than  they  are  at 
prefent. 

44  The  hiftory  of  all  countries., 
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in  which  the  feudal  fyftem  has  been 
eftabiiihed,  bears  teftimonv  to  the 
pernicious  policy  of  holding  the 
lower  daffies  of  men  in  a  ftate  of 
flavilh  fubjedfion.  In  procefs  of 
time  a  concurrence  of  caufes  con¬ 
tributed  gradually  to  foften  the  ri¬ 
gour  of  this  fervitude  with  regard 
to  the  burghers,  in  feveral  of  the 
feudal  kingdoms.  Among  other 
circumftances  tending  to  their  pro- 
tedtion,  the  mod  favourable  was  the 
formation  of  feveral  cities  into  bo¬ 
dies  politic,  with  the  privilege  of 
exercifing  municipal  jurifdidtion. 
This  inftitution  took  its  rife  in  Italy, 
the  fir  ft  country  in  Europe  which 
emerged  from  barbar'ifm ;  and  was 
from  thence  transferred  to  France 
and  Germany.  It  was  firft  intro¬ 
duced  into  Poland  about  12^0,  dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  Boleflaus  the  Chafte, 
Who,  being  inftrudted  in  the  Teu¬ 
tonic  or  German  laws  by  Henry  the 
Bearded,  duke  of  Wratiflaw,  granted 
firft  to  Cracow,  and  afterwards  to 
feveral  other  towns,  the  privileges 
pofleffed  by  the  German  cities  :  this 
body  of  rights  is  called  in  the  fta- 
iutes  of  Poland  Jus  Magdebutgicum 
et  'Teutmiciun  ;  and  the  caufe  align¬ 
ed  for  its  introdudfion  is,  that  no 
city  could  flourifh  and  increafe  un¬ 
der  the  feudal  laws.  In  the  thir¬ 
teenth.  and  following  centuries  the 
kings  and  great  barons  built  feveral 
towns,  to  all  which  they  granted  a 
charter  of  incorporation,  conceived 
in  the  following  terms:  “  Tram- 
fero  hanc  ‘villam  ex  jure  Polonlco  in 
jus  Teutonicum .”  The  beneficial 
tendency  of  this  political  regulation 
foon  appeared.  By  a  fudden  increafe 
of  population  and  wealth,  the  burg¬ 
hers  of  fome  of  the  principal  free 
towns  acquired  fuch  a  degree  of  im¬ 
portance  and  confideration,  as  to 
give  their  affient  to  treaties,  and 
fend  deputies  to  the  national  affem- 
bly  ;  a  noble-was,  not  degraded  by 


being  a  burgher,  and  a  burgher  was 
capable  of  being  an  officer  of  the 
crown.  A  treaty  which  Cafimir 
the  Great  entered  into  with  the 
knights  of  the  Teutonic  order,  was 
not  only  figiied  by  the  king  and  the 
principal  nobles,  but  alfo  by  the 
burghers  ot  Cracow,  Pofin,  San- 
domir,  and  other  towns  ;  and  under 
the  fame  monarch  Wiernefk,  bur- 
gomafterof  Cracow,  was  fubmarfhal 
and  treafurer  of  the  crown. 

u  The  burghers  enjoyed  the  pri¬ 
vileges  juft  mentioned  during  the 
Jaghellon  line,  as  appears  from  the 
different  adds  of  Sigifmond  I.  and 
his  fon  Sigifmond  Auguftus.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  the  former  the 
nobles  endeavoured  to  exclude  the 
deputies  of  Cracow  from  the  diet ; 
but  that  monarch  tiot  only  confirm¬ 
ed  the  right  of  that  city  to  fend  re- 
prefentatives,  but  even  decreed,  that 
the  citizens  were  included  within 
the  clafs  of  nobles. 

“  W  hSn  the  crown  became  wholly 
eledive,  the  burghers  fuffered  con¬ 
tinual  encroachments  on  their  pri¬ 
vileges  at  every  nomination  of  a 
new  fovereign  :  they  loft  the  right 
of  poffefting  lands,  excepting  with¬ 
in  a  final l  diftance  of  their  towns, 
of  fending  deputies  to  the  diets, 
and  were  of  courfe  excluded  from 
all  (hare  of  the  legislative  authority. 
The  principal  caufe  of  this  exclu- 
fion  was,  that  as  the  burghers  were 
not  obliged,  by  the  nature  of  their 
tenures,  to  march  againft  the  ene¬ 
my,  but  were  only  under  the  ne~ 
ceffity  of  furnifliing  arms  and  wag¬ 
gons  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  ;  they 
incurred,  therefore,  the  contempt 
of  the  warlike  gentry,  who,  in  the 
true  fpirit  of  feudal  arrogance,  con- 
fidered  all  occupations,  but  that  of 
war,  as  beneath  a  freeman,  and  all 
perfons,  not  bound  to  military  fer- 
vices,  as  unqualified  for  the  admi- 
niftration  of  public  affairs. 


“  The 
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«4  The  burghers,  however,  hill 
enjoy  a  confiderible  portion  of  free¬ 
dom,  and  poffefs  the  following  im¬ 
munities  :  they  elebi  their  own  bur- 
gomafter  and  council ;  they  regulate 
their  interior  police,  and  have  their 
own  criminal  courts  of  juftice, 
which  decide  without  appeal.  A 
burgher,  when  plaintiff  a  gain  ft  a 
noble,  is  obliged  to  carry  the  caufe 
into  the  courts  of  juftice  belonging 
to  the  nobles,  where  the  judgment 
is  final :  when  defendant,  he  muff: 
be  cited  before  the  magi  ft  rates  of  his 
own  town,  from  whence  an  appeal 
lies  only  to  the  king  in  the  a  lie  fib  rial 
tribunal.  To  this  exemption  from 
the  jurifdiblion  of  the  nobles,  though 
only  in  one  fpecies  of  cauies,  the 
burghers  owe  whatever  degree  of 
independence  they  ftill  retain ;  as 
without  this  immunity  they  would 
Ion?  ao-o  have  been  reduced  to  a 

o 

ft  ate  of  vaffalage. 

44  IV.  The  peafants  in  Poland, 
as  in  all  feudal  governments,  are 
ferfs  or  Haves  ;  and  the  value  of  an 
eftate  is  not  effimated  fo  much  from 
its  extent,  as  from  the  number  of 
its  peafants,  who  are  transferred 
from  one  matter  to  another  like  fo 
many  head  of  cattle. 

44  The  peafants,  however,  are 
not  all  in  an  equal  ftate  of  fubjec- 
tion  :  they  are  difhnguifhed  into  two 
fons;  s.  German;  2.  Natives. 

44  During  the  reign  of  Boleflaus 
the  Chafte,  find  more  particularly 
in  that  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  many 
Germans  fettled  in  Poland,  who 
were  indulged  in  the  ule  of  the 
German  laws;  and  their  defendants 
ftill  continue  to  enjoy  feveral  pri¬ 
vileges  not  pofieffed  by  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  Polifh  peafants.  The  good 
effects  of  thefe  privileges  are  very 
vifible  in  the  general  ftate  of  their 
domeftic  (Economy  :  their  villages 
are  better  built,  and  their  fields 
better  cultivated,  than  thofe  which 


belong  to  the  native  Poles  :  they 
poffefs  more  cattle,  pay  their  quit- 
rents  to  their  lords  with  greater  ex- 
ablnefs ;  and,  when  compared  with 
the  others,  are  cleaner  and  neater 
in  their  perfons. 

44  2.  The  flavery  of  the  Polifh 
peafants  is  very  ancient,  and  was 
always  extremely  rigorous.  Until 
the  time  of  Cafimir  the  Great,  the 
lord  could  put  his  peafant  to  death, 
with  impunity,  and,  when  the  lat¬ 
ter  had  no  children,  confidered  him- 
felf  as  the  heir,  and  feized  all  his 
effebts.  In  1 347  Cafimir  preferibed 
a  fine  for  the  murder  of  a  peafant, 
and  enabled,  that,  in  cafe  of  his 
deceafe  without  ifflie,  his  next  heir 
fhould  inherit.  The  fame  iove- 
reign  alfo  decreed,  that  a  peafant 
was  capable  of  bearing  arms  as  a 
foldier,  and  chat  therefore  he  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  a  free  man.  But 
thefe  and  other  regulations,  by 
which  that  amiable  monarch  endea¬ 
voured  to  alleviate  the  miieries  of 
the  vafials,  have  proved  ineffebtual 
againft  the  power  and  tyranny  of 
the  nobles,  and  have  been  either 
abrogated  or  eluded.  That  law, 
which  gives  the  property  of  a  pea¬ 
fant  dying  without  ifflie  to  the  next 
of  kin,  was  inffantly  rendered  nu¬ 
gatory  by  an  old  Polifh  maxim, 
44  That  no  Have  can  carry  on  any 
procefs  againft  his  matter and 
even  the  fine  for  his  murder  was 
feldom  levied,  on  account  of  the 
numerous  difficulties  which  attend 
the  conviblion  of  a  noble  for  this  or 
any  other  enormity.  So  far  indeed 
from  being  inclined  to  foften  the 
fervitude  of  their  vafials,  the  nobles 
have  afeertained  and  eftabli filed  it 
by  repeated  and  politive  ordinances. 
An  able  Polifh  writer,  in  a  bene¬ 
volent  rreatife  addrefied  to  tfie  chan¬ 
cellor  Zamoifki,  obferves,  that  in 
the  ftatutes  of  Poland  there  are  above 
one  hundred  laws  unfavourable  to 

the 
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the  peafants,  which,  among  other 
grievances,  ereCt  fummary  tribu- 
nais  fubjeCt  to  no  appeals,  and  lm- 
pofe  the  lev  ere  ft  penalties  upon  thofe 
who  quit  their  villages  without 
leave.  From  thefe  numerous  and 
rigorous  ediCts  to  prevent  the  elope¬ 
ment  of  the  peafants,  the  fame  hu¬ 
mane  author  juftly  infers  the  ex¬ 
treme  wretchednefs  of  this  opp relied 
dafs  of  men,  who  cannot  be  de¬ 
tained  in  the  place  of  their  nativity 
hut  by  the  terror  of  the  fevereft  pu- 
ni  fitment, 

“  The  native  peafants  may  be 
divided  into  two  forts  :  i .  Peafants 
of  the  crown  ;  2.  Peafants  belong¬ 
ing  to  individuals, 

44  1.  Peafants  of  the  crown  are 
thofe  who  are  fettled  in  the  great  ' 
fiefs  of  the  kingdom,  or  in  the  royal 
demefnes,  and  are  under  the  jurif- 
diCtions  of  the  ftarofts.  If  the 
crown -peafants  are  oppreffed  by 
thefe  judges,  they  may  lodg-e  a 
complaint  in  the  royal  courts  of 
juftice  ;  and,  fhould  the  ftaroft  en¬ 
deavour  to  obftiuct  the  precefs,  the 
king  can  order  the  chancellor  to 
jftue  a  fafe-conduCI,  by  which  he 
takes  the  injured  perfon  under  his 
protection  :  and  although  in  moft 
cafes  the  corrupt  adminiftration  of 
juftice,  and  the  fuperior  influence 
of  the  ftarofts,  prevent  a  complain¬ 
ant  from  obtaining  any  effectual  re- 
crefs  even  in  the  king’s  couits ;  yet, 
the  very  poftibdky  of  procuring  re¬ 
lief  is  fome  check  to  injuftice,  and 
fome  alleviation  of  diftrefs. 

44  2.  Peafants  belonging  to  indi¬ 
viduals  are  at  the  abloiute  dilpolal 
of  their  matter,  and  have  fcarcely 
any  pofitive  fecurity,  either  for 
their  properties  or  their  lives.  Until 
1768  the  ftatutes  of  Poland  only 
exaCted  a  fine  from  a  lord  who  kill¬ 
ed  his  (lave  ;  but  in  that  year  a  de¬ 
cree  pafted,  that  the  murder  oi  a, 


peafant  was  a  capital  crime  ,*  yet,  as 
the  law  in  queftion  requires  fuch  an 
accumulation  of  evidence  as  is  fel- 
dom  to  be  obtained,  it  hats  more 
the  appearance  of  protection  than 
the  reality. 

(i  How  deplorable  muft  be  the 
ftnte  of  that  country,  wrhen  a  law  of 

j  7 

that  nature  was  thought  requifite  to 
be  enacted,  yet  is  found  incapable 
of  being  enforced.  The  generality, 
indeed,  of  the  Polifli  nobles  are  not 
inclined  either  to  cftabhfh  or  give 
efficacy  to  any  regulations  in  favour 
of  the  peafants,  whom  they  fcarce¬ 
ly  conftder  as  entitled  to  the  com¬ 
mon  rights  of  humanity.  A  few 
nobles,  however,  of  benevolent 
hearts  and  enlightened  underftand- 
ings,  have  aCted  upon  different 
principles,  and  have  ventured  upon 
the  expedient  of  giving  liberty  to 
their  vaffals.  The  event  has  fir  ow¬ 
ed  this  projeCt  to  be  no  Ids  judicious 
than  humane,  no  lefs  friendly  to 
their  own  interefb  than  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  their  peafants  :  for  it  ap¬ 
pears  that  in  the  diftriCts,  in  which 
the  new  arrangement  has  been  in¬ 
troduced,  the  population  of  their 
villages  is  confiderahly  increafed, 
and  the  revenues  of  their  eftates 
augmented  in  a  triple  proportion, 

44  The  firft  noble  who  granted 
freedom  to  his  peafants  was  Zamow 
fkl ,  formerly  great  chancellor,  who 
in  1760,  enfranchifed  fix  villages  in 
the  palatinate  of  Mafovia,  Thefe 
villages  were,  in  1777,  vifited  by 
the  author  of  the  Patrotic  Letters, 
from  uffiom  I  received  the  following 
information  :  On  infpeCling  the  pa-p. 
rifh-regifters  of  births  from  1750  to 
1760,  that  is,  during  the  ten  years 
of  flavery  immediately  preceding 
their  enfranchifement,  he  found  the 
number  of  births  4^4  ;  in  the  firft 
ten  years  of  their  freedom,  from 
1760  ;o  1770^  620  ;  and  from  1770 
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to  the  beginning  of  1777,  ,585 
births.  By  thefe  extracts  it  appear¬ 
ed  that 

“  During  the  firfth 
period  there  were  only  j 

43  births  \  each  year. 

fecond  period  62 
third  period  .,77  J 
Jf  we  iuppoie  an  improvement  of 
this  fort  to  take  place  throughout 
the  kingdom,  how  great  would  be 
the  increaie  of  national  population  ! 

li  The  revenues  of  the  iix  vil¬ 
lages,  lince  their  enfranchisement, 
have  been  augmented  in  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  their  popu¬ 
lation.  in  their  hate  of  vaftalage 
Zamoiikl  was  obliged,  according  to 
the  cuftom  of  Poland,  to  build  cot¬ 
tages  and  barns  for  his  peal  ants,,  and 
to  furnifh  them  with  feed,  horfes, 
ploughs,  and  every  implement  of 
agriculture  :  fince  their  attainment 
of  liberty  they  are  become  fo  eaiy 
in  their  circumftances,  as  to  provide 
themfelves  with  all  theie  neceftaries 
at  their  own  expence  ;  and  they 
likewife  cheerfully  pay  an  annual 
rent,  in  lieu  of  the  manual  labour, 
which  their  matter  formerly  exacted 
from  them.  By  thefe  means  the 
receipts  of  this  particular  eftate  have 
been  nearly  tripled. 

“  Upon  figning  the  deed  of  en¬ 
franchisement  of  the  fix  villages, 
their  benevolent  mailer  intimated 
feme  apprehenfions  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  left,  encouraged  _  by  their 
freedom,  they  fliould  fall  into  every 
fpecies  of  licentioufnefs,  and  com¬ 
mit  more  diforders  than  when  they 
were  Haves.  The  fimplicity  and 
good  fenle  of  their  am  wet*  is  re¬ 
markable,  “  When  we  had  no  other 
property/’  returned  they,  than 
the  flick  which  we  hold  in  our  bands, 
we  were  deftitfute  of  all  encourage¬ 
ment  to  a  right  condudl: ;  and,  hav¬ 
ing  nothing  to  iole,  added  on  all 
oecafions  in  an  inconfiderate  plan¬ 


ner  :  but  as  foon  as  our  houfes,  our 
lands,  and  our  cattle,  are  our  own, 
the  fear  of  forfeiting  them  will  be  a 
conftant  reftraint  upon  our  abtions/* 
The  fincevity  of  this  ailemon  was 
manifefted  by  the  event.  While 
they  were  in  a  ftate  of  fervitude* 
Zamoifki  was  occafionally  obliged 
to  pay  fines  for  diforders  committed 
by  his  peafants,  who,  in  a  date  o£ 
drunkennefs,  would  attack  and 
fometimes  kill  paffengers:  lince 
their  freedom  he  has  feldom  re¬ 
ceived  any  complaints  of  this  fort 
a  gain  ft  them.  Thefe  circumftances 
deciftvely  confute  the  ill-grounded 
fur  miles  entertained  by  many  Poles, 
that  their  vaflals  are  too  licentious 
and  ungovernable  not  to  make  an 
ill  ufe  of  freedom.  Zamoifki, 
pleafed  with  the  thriving  ftate  of 
the  fix  villages,  has  enfranchifed  the 
peafants  on  all  his  eftates. 

44  The  example  of  Zamoifki  has 
been  followed  by  Chreptowitz,  vice- 
chancellor  of  Lithuania,  and  the 
abb 6  Bryzotowlki,  with  fimilar  fuc- 
cefs.  I  was  informed  by  a  perfon 
who  had  vifited  the  abbe’s  eftate  at 
Pawlowo  near  Yilna,  that  the  hap¬ 
py  countenance  and  comfortable  air 
of  thefe  peafants  made  them  appear 
a  different  race  of  men  from  the 
wretched  tenants  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  villages.  The  peafants,  pene¬ 
trated  with  a  fenfe  of  their  mailer’s 
kindnefs,  have  erebted,  at  their  own 
expence  a  pillar  with  an  infeription 
expreffive  of  their  gratitude  and  af?* 
febtion. 

u  Prince  Staniflaus,  nephew  to 
the  king  of  Poland,  has  warmly  pa¬ 
tronized  the  plan  of  giving  liberty 
to  the  peafants.  His  own  good  fenfe 
and  natural  humanity,  improved 
during  his  refidence  in  England  by 
a  view  of  that  equal  liberty  which, 
pervades  every  rank  of  men,  have 
railed  him  above  the  prejudices  too 
prevalent  among  his  countrymen  ; 

1  '  he 
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he  has  en  fra  n  chi  fed  four  villages  not 
far  from  Warfavv,  in  which  he  has 
not  only  emancipated  the  peafants 
from  their  flavery,  but  even  con- 
defcends  to  direct  their  affairs.  I 
had  the  honour  of  holding  feveral 
converfations  with  him  upon  this 
inbjedt.  He  explained  to  me  in  the 
mod  fatisradfory  manner,  that  the 
grant  of  freedom  was  no  lefs  advan¬ 
tageous  to  the  lord  than  to  the  pea- 
fant,  provided  the  former  is  willing 
to  fupe rin tend  their  condudf  for  a 
few  years*  and  to  put  them  in  a 
way  of  adding  for  themfelves  ;  for 
fuch  is  the  Ignorance  of  the  gene¬ 
rality  among  the  boors,  ariiing  from 
the  abjedt  flavery  in  which  they  are 
held,  and  fo  little  have  they  been 
ufually  left  to  their  own  difcretion, 
that  few  at  drd  are  equal  to  the 
proper  management  of  a  farm. 
From  a  convitdion  of  thefe  fadfp, 
the  prince,  whole  knowledge  and 
benevolence  I  iliall  ever  revere, 
continues  his  attention  to  their  con¬ 
cerns  :  he  vifits  their  cottages,  fug- 
gefts  improvements  in  agriculture, 
inflrudts  them  in  the  mode  of  rear¬ 
ing  cattle  and  bees,  and  points  out 
the  errors  into  which  ignorance 
and  incapacity  occafierially  betray 
them. 

The  example  of  this  prince, 
great  by  his  rank,  but  lfill  greater 
by  his  humanity,  can  fcarcely  fail  of 
producing  its  due  effect,  efpecially 
as  he  intends  giving  to  the  public 
his  arrangements  and  regulations, 
and  will  Blow  how  much  he  has  in- 
creafed  his  edate  and  the  happinefs 
e,f  his  })eafants.  Still,  however, 
the  condition  of  thefe  peafants  is 
not  permanent ;  for  though  a  lord 
grants  their  freedom,  yet  he  cannot 
entail  it  upon  them,  as  his  iucceffor 
may  again  reduce  them  to  their  ori¬ 
ginal  date  of  vaflalage.  It  is,  how- 
ever,  m  agitation  to  fecure  the  per¬ 
petuity  of  their  liberty,  when  they 


are  once  rendered  free  :  but  this  a{> 
tempt  is  of  fo  delicate  a  nature,  thgt 
it  mud  be  introduced  with  great 
caution,  and  can  only  be  the  word 
of  time. 

“  V.  In  giving  an  account  of  the 
different  claffes  of  men  who  inhabit 
this  country,  I  ought  not  to  omit 
the  Jews,  as  they  form  no  inconfi- 
derable  part  of  its  prefen t  inhabi¬ 
tants.  .  This  people  date  their  intro¬ 
duction  into  Poland  about  the  time 
of  Cafimir  the  Great,  and  as  they 
enjoy  privileges  which  they  fcarcely 
poffefs  in  any  other  country  except-* 
ing  England  and  Holland,  their 
numbers  have  furprizingly  increaf- 
ed.  Lengnich,  whom  I  have  often 
quoted,  fays  of  them,  that  they 
u  monopolize  the  commerce  and 
trade  of  the  country,  keep  the  inns 
and  taverns,  are  dewards  to  the  no* 
biljty  ;  in  fhort,  they  feem  to  hayp 
fo  much  influence,  that  nothing 
can  be  bought  or  fold  without  the 
intervention  of  a  jew.”  Under 
John  Sobiefki  tfey  were  fo  highly 
favoured,  that  his  adminijdration 
was  invidioufly  called  a  Jewifh 
junto:  he  farmed  to  the  Jews  the 
royal  demefnes,  and  put  fuch  con¬ 
fidence  in  them  as  raifed  great  dif- 
contents  among  the  nobility.  Af¬ 
ter  his  death,  an  antient  law  of  Si- 
gifmond  I.  was  revived  and  infertef 

in  the  Pa£fa  Conventa  of  Augudus 

•  1 

II.  that  no  Jew  or  perfon  of  low 
birth  fhould  be  capable  of  farming 
the  royal  revenues. 

“  In  fome  towns,  as  at  Cafimir, 
Pofen,  &c.  the  Jews  are  permitted 
to  fettle  :  but  in  other  places  they 
are  only  allowed  to  refide  during 
the  time  of  fairs,  or  when  the  diet- 
ines  are  affembled  ;  but  the  laws 
are  feldom  put  in  force  againft  them. 
I  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  probable 
account  of  their  number,  but  I  found 
this  to  be  no  eafy  matter,  although 
all  lews,  as  well  male  as  female. 

'  '  iN 
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pay  an  annual  poll-tax,  and  there¬ 
fore  mud  be  regiftered.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  lad  capitation  there  were 
166,87 1  Jews  in  Poland,  exclufively 
of  Lithuania,  who  paid  that  tax  : 
but  this  cannot  be  their  lull  com¬ 
plement,  as  it  is  their  intereft  to  di- 
minifh  their  number  ;  and  it  is  a 
well-known  fa6t,  that  they  conceal 
their  children  as  much  as  poflible. 
Perhaps  the  following  calculations 
will  affift  us  in  this  refearch.  Of 
2,580,796  inhabitants  in,  Andrian 
Poland,  144,200,  or  about .  an 
eighteenth,  were  Jews.  The  eigh¬ 
teenth  of  the  prefent  population  of 
Poland  will  give  near  500,000  :  al¬ 
lowing  therefore,  for  omiffions  in 
the  capitation,  as  well  as  for  thofe 
who  migrated  into  Poland  from  the 
R u id a n  d i fm e m b e r e d  province,  we 
may  fairly  eftimate  the  number  of 
Jews  at  600,000. 

44  Before  the  late  partition  Po¬ 
land  contained  about  14,000,000  of 
inhabitants.  As  far  as  I  could  col¬ 
led!  from  various  converfations  with 
feveral  intelligent  Poles,  its  prefent 
population  amounts  to  9,000,000.  ^ 

44  While  1  am  giving  my  princi¬ 
pal  attention  to  the  hidory  and  con- 
ttitution  of  Poland,  I  cannot  but 
remark,  that  the  feudal  laws  for¬ 
merly  fo  univerfal,  and  of  which 

fome  traces  are  dill  to  be  difeovered 
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in  mod  countries,  have  been  gra¬ 
dually  abolifhed  in  other  nations, 
and  given  place  to  a  more  regular 
and  juft  adminiftration  ;  yet  in  Po¬ 
land  a  variety  of  circumdances  has 
concurred  to  prevent  the  abolition, 
of  thole  laws  and  to  preferve  that 
mixture  of  liberty  and  oppreffion, 
order  and  anarchy,  which  fo  fftrong- 
ly  characterized  the  feudal  govern¬ 
ment.  We  may  eadly  trace  in  this 
conditutioh  all  the  driking  features 
of  that  fydem.  The  principal  are, 
an  eledtive  monarchy  with  a  circum- 
feribed  power ;  the  great  officers 
of  date  poffeffing  their  charges  for 
life,  and  independently  of  the  king’s 
authority  ;  royal  defs  ;  the  great 
nobility  above  controul ;  the  nobles 
orgehtry  alone  free  and  pofleffiag 
lands ;  feudal  tenures,  military  fer- 
vices,  territorial  jurifdidtion  ;  com¬ 
merce  degrading  ;  oppreded  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  burghers  $  vaflalage  of 
the  peafants.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
book  I  have  had  occadon  to  make 
mention  of  mod  of  thefe  evils  as 
dill  exiding  in  Poland,  and  thef 
may  be  conddered  as  the  radical 
caufes  of  its  decline  ;  for  they  have 
prevented  the  Poles  from  adopting 
thofe  more  dable  regulations,  which 
tend  to  introduce  order  and  good 
government,  to  augment  commerce, 
and  to  increafe  population.” 


DESCRIPTION  of  the  SHEPHERD’S  _  LIFE  and  MANNERS  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  SANENLAND,  in  the  Canton  of  BERNE* 
SWITZERLAND, 

[From  the  Obfervations  on  the  Prefent  State  of  Denmark,  Ruffia,  and 

Switzerland.] 

«t  ^f”HE  die pherd’s  life,  in  Sa-  year  each  family  changes  its  habi- 
|  nenland,  may  be  faid  to  ration  ;  and  every  week  one  meets 
hold  a  middle  rank,  between  that  of  the  father  of  his  houfenold,  with 
cultivators  and  wandering  Tartars,  his  wife  and  children,  and,  preced¬ 
es:  Arabians*  Five  or  fix  times  a-  ing  them,  herds,  a  cheefe,  kettle, 

snd 
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andfome  wooderrutendls,  travelling 
like  an  ancient  patriarch  in  fearch 
of  a  new  residence. 

44  In  no  country,  I  believe,  are 
to  be  ieen  lb  many  cots  and  houfes. 
Where  there  are  buildings  erecded 
for  the  cows,  every  man,  in  mode¬ 
rate  -circumftances,  prides  himfelf  on 
having  a  houfe  apart ;  and  fearcely 
any  of  the  meadows,  as  their  pro- 
duff  is  generally  con-fumed  in  it,  is 
without  both,  or  at  lead  one,  of 
thefe  wooden  dwellings.  The  hay 
occupies  the  upper  part,  and  the 
eattle  the  lower ;  and  to  guard  a- 
gainft  the  fatal  effects  of  a  fudden 
inundation,  they  are  all  made  to 
take  to  pieces,  and  each  beam  and 
plank  numbered  according  to  its 
particular  place. 

c<  The  meadows,  in  fome  of  the 
Tallies,  are  fometimes  twice  mowed, 
and  then  fed.  In  others,  particu¬ 
larly  that  of  Giettaz,  fom$  are 
mowed,  and  others  only  pastured. 
The  mountain  herbage  for  the  cat¬ 
tle  continues  ten  or  twenty  weeks, 
according  to  its  height  and  ntuation. 
On  thofe  parts  that  are  too  deep  for 
the  accefs  of  their  flocks,  they  cut 
the  grafs,  and  leave  the  hay  bound 
together  in  different  bundles,  till 
the  beginning  of  the  fnow  feafon. 
The  fhepherd  then  fadcns  a  long 
pole  under  one  heap,  to  prevent  its 
rolling  over,  fets  himfelf  on  the 
top  of  it,  and  in  a  moment  dides  to 
the  bottom,  with  the  red  piled  on  a 
fledge,  that  he  thus  accompanies, 
and  to  which  he  gives  direction. 

44  When  their  winter  forage  is 
finifhed,  they  betake  themfelves  to 
the  lowed  parts  of  the  mountains, 
and  having  there  confumed  all  their 
dock,  proceed  with  their  flocks  to¬ 
wards  the  fummits.  Their  march 
begins  with  the  mod  pleafing  fo* 
lemnity.  Fird  goes  the  mod  beau¬ 
tiful  cow  of  the  herd,  priding  her- 
felf  in  a  magnificent  collar  and  bell; 


by  her  fide,  walks  the  in  after  of  fhd 
family.  Then  follow  his  attend¬ 
ants,  with  the  reft  of  the  'flockst 
Shepherds  and  cattle  are  all  bedeck¬ 
ed  with  garlands  of  flowers  ;  every 
part  refounds  with  the  jingling  of 
bells,  lowing  of  cows,  and  cheerful 
notes  of  the  herdfmen.  The  fmall- 
er  docks  follow  after,  and  then  the 
wife  and  children  dole  the  procef- 
don.  Towards  the  end  of  Auguft, 
they  again  defcend  towards  the 
lower  parts,  padure  the  lad  grafs  in 
the  vallies,  fomerimes  return  again 
to  the  mountain  fide  to  con  fume  thd 
remains  of  fodder ;  and,  at  lad, 
retire  to  their  warm  retreats  in  the 
vale,  to  wait  the  return  of  fpring-, 
and  the  fame  circle  of  pleafure. 

“  But  this  innocent  and  happy 
fhepherd’s  life  favours  no  inven¬ 
tion  ;  the  ^va tits'  which  the  pailions. 
and  riches  of  mankind  have  created, 
has  been  ever  the  mother  of  arts ; 
and  the  extended  focieties  of  men 
have  favoured  the  difcoveries  and 
refearches  of  genius.  Solitude, 
and  a  fimilar  mode  of  living,  ferve 
to  perpetuate  the  fame  cilftoms  and 
manners  in  a  continued  feries  of 
happinefss  And,  perhaps,  we  may 
confider  this  race  of  men,  as  left 
on  the  earth  to  fupport  the  dignity 
of  our  nature,  and  now  and  then 
at  times  to  eorretft,  and  rule  oven* 
an  enervated  and  degenerated  race 
of  beings. 

44  The  cultivation  of  meadow -land 
is  not  known  here ;  the  earth  is  ncvel* 
didurbed,  and  a  thoufand  preju¬ 
dices  combat  againft  this  profitable 
and  ufe ful  piece  of  labour.  The 
rrtaifhy  grounds  are  never  drained, 
and  one  frequently  finds  ftagnated 
water  on  the  fides  of  dopes  and  de¬ 
clivities,  To  the  management  of 
the  water,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
carrying  it  over  the  grounds,  they 
are  no  drangers  ;  but  with  the  pro¬ 
per  preparation  of  the  land,  the 

mode 
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mode  of  draining,  and  the  moft 
life ful  parts  of  this  curious  and  In- 
terefVmg  detail,  they  are  totally  un¬ 
acquainted.  The  fir  ft  and  general 
procefs  of  thefe  operations  is  fa¬ 
miliar  like  wife  to  the  Venetians, 
and  the  plains  of  Lombardy  ;  but 
it  is  in  Argau  and  Emmenthal 
alone,  where  the  Bermans  feem  to 
have  brought  the  fyftem  to  perfec¬ 
tion,  Here  nothing  is  omitted  ; 
the  proper  time  for  overflowing, 
the  lituation  of  the  land,  the  nature 
of  the  water  and  foil,  and  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  moifture  proportioned  toqt 
accordingly,  the  mixture  ot  Suit¬ 
able  manure  to  enrich  their  quali¬ 
ties,  with  various  other  particulars, 
are  the  happy  fruits  of  long  atten¬ 
tion  and  labour. 

<■*  The  people  of  Sanen  content 
themfelves  with  dunging  their  mea¬ 
dows  in  the  winter,  which  they  lay 
on  without  any  proportion  ;  and  by 
obferving  no  fixed  rules  about  their 
watering,  iome  meadows  remain 
too  dry,  while  others  are  totally 
drowned,  and  the  land  is  deprived 
of  half  its  produce. 

4<  All  forts  of  greens  come  here 
a  fortnight,  fometimes  a  month, 
later  than  elfewhere  ;  but  they  have 
generally  more  tafte.  In  the  very 
cold  vallies,  where,  in  the  month 
of  April,  the  fnow  continues  f'ome 
feet  deep,  it  is  not  unufual  to  ftrew 
frefh  mould  on  its  furface,  which  foon 
melts  it  ;  and,  in  a  little  time,  one 
may  fee  various  gardens  cultivated 
and  planted  in  the  midft  of  large 
trafts  of  fnow. 

44  Potatoes  were  introduced  here 
with  much  pains,  and  againft  much 
oppofitioft  ;  thofe  that  grow  on  the 
mountains  are  much  preferable  to 
thofe  of  the  vallies.  It  is  now  a 
favourite  food  of  the  people  ;  and 
being  ty the- free,  has,  in  many 
places,  been  fubftituted  for  the  tile 
of  corn* 
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“  The  Alpine  bean  is  delicious# 
and,  perhaps,  the  plant  that  may 
be  called  here  the  moft  profitable* 

It  is  ground  into  hour,  of  which 
they  make  bread ;  its  leaves  ferve 
to  feed  the  Cheep,  and  its  ilalk  is 
ufed  to  litter  their  (fables. 

44  Since  the  introduction  of  the 
commerce  of  cheefe,  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  corn  has  been  yearly  de- 
creafins: :  and  now  there  is  not  a 
plough  to  be  found  in  the  country. 
Here  and  there  little  patches  of 
ground  are  fown  with  hemp  and 
flax,  and  others  with  wheat  and  bar¬ 
ley.  The  land  is  once  dunged, 
then  turned  up  with  a  fpade,  and 
frequently  produces  an  increafe 
from  fix  to  twelve,  in  wheat ;  and 
in  barley,  from  eight  to  twenty: 
oats  and  rye  are  quire  unknown  ; 
and  even  the  fmall  quantity  of  com 
that  is  (owed,  is  owing  to  the  want 
of  ftraw  for  their  beds. 

44  Whilit  the  inacceffible  receffes 
of  their  mountains  feemed  to  cut  off 
all  communication  with  the  reft  of 
mankind,  the  hoarding"  up  of  their 
cheefe  was,  among  them,  the  only 
fign  of  wealth  and  riches.  I  re¬ 
ceived  one  in  a  prefent,  made  in 
1643,  but  it  was  hard  andtaftelefs  as 
a  ftick.  Wheat  bread  was  feldom 
baked  ;  and  that  of  the  country  was 
a  thick  dry  barley  cake,  which 
would  keep  the  whole  year  round, 
and  when  fcpped  in  the  fifft  whey, 
was  confidered  as  a  delicacy.  A 
'quantity  of  this  is  even  now  taken 
by  every  family  to  the  mountains. 

44  Hemp  and  flax  thrive  wonder¬ 
fully,  though  there  is  feldom  more 
fown  than  is  confumed  in  domeftie 
ufes.  The  commerce  of  linen  cloth 
is  entirely  negle&ed  ;  and  this  offers 
fuch  various  employment  for  the 
poor,  that  I  could  wifh  to  fee  their 
charity  changed  into  the  price  of 
labour,  and  new  fources  of  nourifh- 
ment  opened,  inftead  ot  the  prefent 

ones 
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ones  exhaufted  by  the  repeated  de¬ 
mands  of  idleness,  poverty,  and 
pilgrimage. 

44  The  cultivation  of  fruit-trees 
is  little  attended  to  ;  and  the  ope- 
rations  of  the  dairy  feem  to  have 
rendered  them  indifferent  to  all 
others.  Plum,  cherry,  pear  and 
apple  trees,  are  fcattered  here  and 
there,  but  are  no  where  collected 
into  an  orchard.  Since  a  very  cold 
winter  that  deffroyed  many  of  them, 
they  have  never  been  replaced  by 
new  plants  ;  and  every  part  of  the 
country  partakes  of  this  prejudicial 
negiedf.  Their  wood  is  equally 
ferviceable,  their  fhade  lefs  hurtful 
than  that  of  the  fir  ;  and  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood  affedts  no  other  fort  of 
cultivation. 

44  In  the  German  parts  of  Sa- 
ne nl and,  they  boil  cherries  with 
cloves  and  cinnamon  to  a  decree  of 

#  to 

pafte,  which  will  keep  good  for 
thirty  years.  Mixed  with  a  few 
grains  of  mu  hard  feed,  and  other 
fpices,  they  ufe  it  as  a  fweet  muf- 
tard  ;  and  beaten  together  with  fpices 
and  juniper  berries,  they  allow  it  to 
ferment  in  water,  and  drink  it  as  a 
red  beer. 

44  But  it  is  difficult  to  fay  how 
far  nature  in  fome  refpedb,  and 


their  happinhfs  and  ignorance  hi 
others,  check  the  progrefs  of  the 
advantages  thefe  people  might  en¬ 
joy.  For  want  of  fome  regulation 
about  their  woods,  whole  forefts  are 
cut,  and  ufed  for  palings,  to  indole 
their  meadows :  thefe  foon  grow 
rotten  and  ufelefs  even  for  fuel,*  and 
they  have  not  learnt  to  repair  their 
lofs,  with  the  rafpberry  and  cur¬ 
rant  buffi,  which,  together  with  the 
wild  rofe,  every  where  offer  their 
impenetrable  brambles. 

44  Madder  grows  here  wild  and 
high  ;  the  Miag'num  fativuni,  and 
the  Lathy r us  tuberofus,  whofe  root 
is  fo  commonly  eat  in  Berlin.  Cloves 
and  Maftricht  is  very  frequent.  The 
Chycorea  intybus,  and  fcabtofa  Al- 
pium,  is  roaffed  by  a  flow  fire,  and 
then  ground  and  drank  as  coffee. 

44  If  we  compare,  however,  this 
land  with  other  more  fertile  dif- 
trids,  though  it  may  appear  to  be 
far  behind  them  in  culture  and  po¬ 
pulation,  yet  the  comparifon  will 
certainly  end  in  its  favour.  Deferts 
have  been  changed  into  meadows,, 
and  rich  paffiures  have  fucceeded  to 
barren  woods.  Laws  do  much,  my 
friend  ;  genius  hill  more  ;  but  man¬ 
ners  more  than  all.” 
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[From  Captain  Smyth’s  Tour  in  the  United  States  of  America.} 


(6  e~ljr^O  give  an  idea  of  the  man- 
ner  in  which  a  white  man 
fpends  his  time  in  this  country,  a 
defcription  is  neceffary  ot  each  de¬ 
gree  in  life. 

44  The  gentleman  of  fprtune  rifes 
about  nine  o’clock  :  he  perhaps 
may  make  an  excurfion  to  walk  as 
far  as  his  (tables  to  fee  his  horfes, 


which  is  feldom  more  tlian  fifty 
yards  from  his  houfe  ;  he  returns  to 
breakfalt,  between  nine  and  ten, 
which  is  generally  tea  or  coffee, 
bread  and  butter,  and  very  thin 
flices  of  venifon  ham,  or  hung  beef. 
He  then  lies  down  on  a  pallat,  on 
the  Boor,  in  the  coolell  room  in  the 
houfe,  in  his  fliirt  and  trouicrs  only, 
4  with 
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%-Th.  a  negro  at  his  head,  and  an¬ 
other  at  his  feet,  to  fan  him,  and 
keep  off  the  flies.  Between  twelve 
and  one  he  takes  a  draught  of  bom- 
bo,  or  toddy,  a  liquor  compofed  of 
water,  lugar,  rum,  and  nutmeg, 
which  is  made  weak,  and  kept  cool 
he  dines  between  two  and  thtee, 
and  at  every  table,  whatever  elle 
there  may  be,  a  ham  and  greens  or 
cabbage,  is  always  a  Handing  difli  : 
at  dinner  he  drinks  cyder,  toddv, 
punch,  port,  claret,  and  made-ira, 
which  is  generally  excellent  here. 
H  iving  drank  fome  few  glades  of 
wine  after  dinner,  he  returns  to  his 
pal  hit,  with  ill’s  two  blacks  to  fan 
him,  and  continues  to  drink  toddy, 
or  lang-arec,  all  the  afternoon  :  he 
does  not  always  drink  tea  :  between 
nine  and  ten  in  the  evening,  he  eats 
a  light  fup.per  of  milk  anti  fruit,  or 
wine,  fugar,  and  fruit,  Ac.  and 
aim  oft  immediately  retires  to  bed, 
for  the  night ;  in  which,  if  it  be 
not  furnifhed  with  mufketoe  cur¬ 
tains,  he  is  generally  fb  molefted 
with  the  heat,  and  harrafled  and 
tormented  with  thofe  pernicious  in¬ 
fers  the  mulketoes,  that  he  receives 
very  little  refrefhment  from  deep. 

A  This  is  his  general  way  of  liv¬ 
ing  in  his  family,  when  he  has.  no 
company.  No  doubt  many  diffei 
from  it,  fome  m  one  reipeei,  fome 
in  another  ;  but  more  follow  it  than 
do  not. 

The  lower,  and  many  of  the 
middling  dalles,.  live  very  differ¬ 
ent  1  v .  A  man  in  this  line  iiics  in 
the  morning  about  fix  o’clock  ;  he 
then  drinks  a  julap,  made  ol  uim, 
water,  and  fugar,  but  very  ftrong  ; 
then  he  walks,  or  more  generally 
rides,  round  his  plantation,  views 
all  his  flock,  and  all  his  crop,  break- 
falls  about  ten  o’clock,  on  cold  tur¬ 
key,  cold  meat,  fried  homminy, 
toaft  and  cyder,  ham,  bread,  and 
butter,  tea,  coffee,  or  chocolate, 
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which  laft,  however,  is  feldom 
tafted  but  by  the  women.  The  reft: 
of  the  day  he  1  pends  much  in  the 
fame  manner  before  deicribed  in  a 
man  of  the  ftrft  rank  ;  only  cyder 
fupplies  the  place  of  wine  at  din¬ 
ner,  and  he  eats  no  lupper ;  they 
never  even  think  of  it.  The  wo¬ 
men  very  feldom  drink  tea  in  the 
afternoon  ;  the  men  never. 

“  The  poor  negro  Haves  alone 
work  hard,  and  fare  Hill  harder.  It 
is  aftonifhing,  and  unaccountable  to 
conceive  what  an  amazing  degree 
of  fatigue  thefe  poor,  but  happy, 
wretches  do  undergo,  and  can  f up- 
port.  He  is  called  up  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  at  day-break,  and  is  feldom  al¬ 
lowed  time  enough  to  fwaliowr  three 
mouthfuls  of  homminy,  or^  hoe- 
cake,  but  is  driven  out  immediately 
to  the  field  to  hard  labour  ;  at  which 
he  continues,  without  intermillion, 
until  noon  ;  and  it  is  obferved,  as  a 
fingular  circum fiance,  that  they  al¬ 
ways  carry  out  a  piece  of  fire  with 
them,  and  kindle  one  juft  by  their 
work,  let  the  weather  be  ever  lb 
hot  and  fultry.  About  noon  is  the 
rime  he  eats  his  dinner,  and  he  is 
feldom  allowed  an  hour  for  that 
purport  His  meal  conlifts  or  hom¬ 
miny  and  fait,  and,  if  his  mailer 
be  a  man  of  humaniry,  he  has  a 
little  fat,  lkimmed  milk,  rally  ba¬ 
con,  or  fait  herring  to  relifh  his 
homminy,  or  hoe-cake,  which  Kind 
mailers  allow  their  Haves  twice  .a 
week  :  but  the  number  of  thofe,  it 
is  much  to  be  lamented,  are  very 
few  ;  for  the  poor  Have  generally 
fares  the  worle  for  his  mailer  s 
riches,  which  confifling  of  land  and 
negroes,  their  numbers  yncreafe 
their  hardfnips,  and  diminifli  their 
value  to  the  proprietor  ;  the  expence 
precluding  an  extenlion  of  indul¬ 
gence  and  liberality. 

41  They  then  return  to  fevere  la¬ 
bour,  which  continues  in  the  field 

until 
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until  dulk  in  the  evening,  when 
they  repair  to  the  tobacco-houfes, 
where  each  has  his  talk  in  {tripping 
allotted  him,  that  employs  him  for 
fome  hours.  If  it  be  found,  next 
morning,  that  he  has  neglected, 
flighted,  or  not  performed  his  la¬ 
bour,  he  is  tied  up,  and  receives  a 
number  of  lafhes,  on  his  bare  back, 
moft:  feverely  inflidted,  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  thole  unfeeling  fons  of 
barbarity,  the  overfeers,  who  are 
permitted  to  exercife  an  unlimited 
dominion  over  them. 

“  It  is  late  at  night  before  he 
returns  to  his  fecond  fcanty  meal, 
and  even  the  time  taken  up  at  it 
encroaches  upon  his  hours  of  fleep, 
which,  altogether,  do  never  exceed 
eight  in  number  for  eating  and  re- 
pol'e. 

“  But  inflead  of  retiring  to  reft, 
as  might  naturally  be  concluded  he 
would  be  glad  to  do,  he  generally 
lets  out  from  home,  and  walks  lix 
or  feven  miles  in  the  night,  be  the 
weather  ever  fo  fultry,  to  a  negroe 
dance,  in  which  he  performs  with 
aflonilhing  agility,  and  the  moft 
vigorous  exertions,  keeping  time 
and  cadence,  moft:  exactly,  with 
the  mulic  of  a  banjor  (a  lar^e  hol¬ 
low  inftrument  with  three  brings), 
and  a  quaqua  (fbmewhat  refembling 
a  drum),  until  he  exlvaufts  him- 
felf,  and  fcarcely  has  time,  or 
ftrength,  to  return  home  before  the 
hour  he  is  called  forth  to  toil  next 
morning.  < 

“  When  he  Beeps,  his  comforts 
are  equally  miferable  and  limited  ; 
for  he  lies  on  a  bench,  or  on  the 
ground,  with  only  an  old  fcanty 
fmgle  blanket,  and  not  always  even 
that,  to  ferve  both  for  his  bed  and 
his  covering.  Nor  is  his  clothing 
lefs  niggardly  and  wretched,  being 
nothing  but  a  Hurt  and  troufers, 
made  of  coarfe  thin  hard  hempen 
ituff  in  th  fu miner,  with  the  addi¬ 


tion  of  a  fordid  woollen  jacket 
breeches,  and  fhoes,  in  the  winter*. 

“  The  female  Haves  fare,  labour, 
and  repofe,  juft  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  :  even  when  they  breed,  which; 
is  generally  every  two  or  three 
years,  they  feldom  lofe  more  than 
a  week’s  work  thereby,  either  in  the 
delivery,  or  fuckling  the  child. 

“  In  fubmiftion  to  injury  and  in- 
fults,  they  are  likewife  obliged  to 
be  entirely  paffive,  nor  dare  any  of 
them  reftft,  or  even  defend  himfelf 
againft  the  whites,  if  they  fhould 
attack  him  without  the  fmalleft  pro¬ 
vocation  ;  for  the  law  diredls  a  ne- 
groe’s  arm  to  be  ftruck  oft',  who 
raifes  it  againft  a  white  perfon, 
fhould  it  be  only  in  his  own  defence, 
againft  the  moft  wanton  and  wicked 
barbarity  and  outrage. 

u  Yet,  notwith ftanding  this  de¬ 
grading  iituation,  and  rigid  feve<* 
rity  to  which  fate  has  fubjedted  this 
wretched  race,  they  are  certainly 
devoid  of  care,  and  adlually  appear 
jovial,  contented,  and  happy.  For¬ 
tunately  it  is  indeed  for  them,  that 
thev  are  blefted  with  this  eafv,  fa- 
tisfied  difpolition  of  mind  ;  elfe  hu¬ 
man  nature,  unequal  to  the  weight, 
m  uft  fink  under  the  preflu  re  of  fuch 
complicated  mifery  and  wretchednefs. 

Having  had  occalion  more 
than  once  to  mention  homniiny, 
hoe-cake,  &c.  it  may  not  be  im¬ 
proper  at  this  time  to  oblerve,  that 
homminy  is  an  American  difti,  made 
of  Indian  corn,  freed  from  the 
hulks,  boiled  whole,  along  with  a 
fmall  proportion  of  a  large  kind  of 
Frencti.  beans,  until  it  becomes  al- 
moft  a  pulp :  it  is  in  general 
ufe,  and  to  my  tafte,  very  agree¬ 
able.  Hoe-cake  is  Indian  coni, 
ground  into  meal,  kneaded  into 
dough,  and  baked  on  a  hot,  broad, 
iron  hoe.  This  is  alfo  in  common 
ufe,  and,  to  my  palate,  extremely 
harfti  and  mipleafafct.” 

Gene 
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**  r  jT'HE  Virgihians  are  gene  tons, 

JL  extremely  hofpitable,  and 
poffefs  very  liberal  fentiments. 

44  There  is  a  greater  diftindtion 
fupported  between  the  different 
elaffes  of  life  here,  than  perhaps  in 
any  of  the  reft  of  the  colonies  ; 
nor  does  that  fpirit  of  equality,  and 
levelling*  principle,  which  pervades 
the  greated  part  of  America,  pre¬ 
vail  to  fuch  an  extent  in  Virginia. 

44  However,  there  appear  to  be 
but  three  degrees  of  rank  amongff 
all  the  inhabitants,  exclufive  of  the 
negroes. 

44  The  firffc  confiffs  of  gentlemen 
of  the  bed  families  and  fortunes  in 
the  colony,  who  are  here  much, 
more  refpectable  and  numerous  than 
in  any  other  province  in  America. 
Thefe  in  general  have  had  a  liberal 
education,  poffeis  enlightened  un¬ 
de  rftan  dings,  and  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  world,  that  furnifhes 
them  with  an  eafe  and  freedom  of 
manners  and  convention,  highly 
to  their  advantage  in  exterior, 
which  no  viciffitude  of  fortune  or 
place  can  dived  them  of ;  they  be¬ 
ing  actually,  according  to  my  ideas, 
the  mod  agreeable  and  bed  compa¬ 
nions,  friends,  and  neighbours,  that 
need  be  de fired. 

u  The  greater  number  of  them 
keep  their  carriages,  and  have  hand¬ 
some  fervices  of  plate ;  but  they 
all*  without  exception,  have  duds, 
as  well  as  fets  of  elegant  and  beau¬ 
tiful  horfes. 

“  Thofe  of  the  fecond  degree  in 
rank  are  very  numerous,  being  per¬ 
haps  half  the  inhabitants,  and  con- 
fid  of  fuch  a  variety,  Angularity, 
and  fixture  of  characters,  that  the 


exaCi  general  criterion  and  leading 
feature  can  fcarcely  be  afeertained. 

44  However,  they  are  generous, 
friendly,  and  hofpitable  in  the  ex™ 
trejne ;  but  mixed  with  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  rudenefs,  ferocity,  and 
haughtinefs,  which  is  in  faff  only* 
a  want  of  polidi,  occafioned  by  their 
deficiences  in  education,  and  in 
knowledge  of  mankind,  as  well  as 
by  their  general  intercourfe  with 
{laves,  over  whom  they  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  exercife  an  hardi  and  ab» 
folute  command. 

44  Many  of  them  poffefs  fortunes 
fuperior  to  fome  of  the  fird  rank, 
but  their  families  are  not  fo  ancient, 
nor  refpedlable ;  a  circumdance  here 
held  in  fome  edimation. 

44  They  are  all  exceffively  at¬ 
tached  to  every  fpecies  of  iport, 
gaining,  and  dillipatioh,  particu¬ 
larly  horfe-racing,  and  that  mod 
barbarous  of  all  diverfions,  that  pe¬ 
culiar  fpecies  of  cruelty,  cock-fight¬ 
ing. 

44  In  fliort,  take  them  all  toge¬ 
ther,  they  form  a  drange  combina¬ 
tion  of  incongruous  contradictory 
qualities,  and  principles  direCtly  op* 
polite  ;  the  bed  and  the  word,  the 
mod  valuable  and  the  mod  worth* 
lei's,  elegant  atcomplifhments  and 
fa  v  age  brutality,  being  in  many  of 
them  mod  unaccountably  blended. 

44  Yet  indeed,  notwithstanding 
this  apparent  inconfifiepcy  of  cha¬ 
racter,  principle,  and  condmd,  nurp* 
bers  of  them  are  truly  valuable 
members  of  fociety,  and  few,  nr 
none,  deficient  in  the  excellencies 
of  the  intellectual  faculties,  and  a 
natural  genius,  which,  though  hi  a 
great  me^furc  unimproved,  is  gene* 
F  2  rajl y 
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rally  bright  and  fplendid  in  an  un¬ 
common  degree. 

“  The  third,  or  lower  clafs  of 
the  people  (who  ever  compofe  the 
bulk  of  mankind),  are  in  Virginia 
more  tew  in  number,  in  proportion 
to  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants,  than 
perhaps  in  any  other  country  in  the 
univerfe.  Even  thefe  are  kind,  hol- 
pitable,  and  generous  ;  yet  illiberal, 
noify,  and  rude. 

44  They  are  much  addicted  to  in¬ 
ebriety,  and  averfe  to  labour. 

44  They  are  likewise  over-bur¬ 
dened  with  an  impertinent  and  in- 
fuperable  curiofit'y,  that  renders 
them  peculiarly  difagreeable  and 
troublefome  to  Grangers  :  yet  thefe 
undehrable  qualities  they  poflefs  by 
no  means  in  an  equal  degree  with 
the  generality  of  the  inhabitants  of 
New  England,  whofe  religion  and 

p  7  p 

government  have  encouraged,  and 
indeed  inftituted  and  edablifhed,  a 
kind  of  inquifition,  of  forward  im- 
perrinence  and  prying  intrufion, 
againll:  every  perfon  that  may  be 
compelled  to  pafs  through  that  trou¬ 
blefome,  illiberal  country  :  from 
which  defcription,  however,  there 
are  no  doubt  many  exceptions. 

44  To  communicate  an  idea  of  the 
general  hofpitality  that  prevails  in 
Virginia,  and  indeed  through  all 
the  fo Cithern  provinces,  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  reprefent  fome  pecu¬ 
liar  cuftoms  that  are  univerfal :  for 
inltance  : 

44  If  a  traveller,  even  a  negroe, 
obferves  an  orchard  full  of  fine 
fruit,  either  apples  or  peaches,  in, 
or  near  his  way,  he  alights,  with¬ 
out  ceremony,  and  fills  his  pockets, 
or  even  a  bag,  if  he  has  one,  with¬ 
out  afking  permiflion  ;  and  if  the 
proprietor  ffould  fee  him,  he  is  not 
in  the  lead  offended,  but  makes  him 
perfectly  welcome,  and  a  Sills  him 
-in  choofing  out  the  fined  fruit. 

44  But  this  is  lefs  to  be  admired 


at,  when  it  is  confidered  that  there 
is  no  fale  here  for  any  kind  of  fruit ; 
and  the  fined  peaches  imaginable 
are  fo  abundant,  that  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  daily  feed  their  hogs  with  them 
during  the  feafon. 

‘4  In  the  time  of  preding  cyder, 
if  a  trayeller  fhould  call,  to  enquire 
his  way,  he  is  generally  offered  as 
much  fine  cyder  as  he  can  drink,  is 
frequently  requedcd  today  all  night, 
and  made  heartily  drunk  into  the 
bargain,  if  he  choofes  it. 

44  When  a  perfon  of  more  gen¬ 
teel  figure  than  common  calls  at  an 
ordinary  (the  name  of  their  inns), 
for  refrelhment  and  lodging  for  a 
night,  as  foon  as  any  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  fortune  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  hears  of  it,  he  either  comes 
for  him  himfelf,  or  fends  him  a 
polite  and  preding  invitation  to  his 
houfe,  where  he  meets  with  enter¬ 
tainment  aftd  accommodation,  infi¬ 
nitely  fuperior,  in  every  refpect,  to- 
what  he  could  have  received  at  the 
inn.  If  ,he  fhould  happen  to  be  fa¬ 
tigued  with  travelling,  he  is  treated 
in  the  mod  hofpitabie  and  genteel 
manner  ;  and  his  lervants  and  horfes 
alfo  fare  plenteoufly,  for  as  long  a 
time  as  he  choofes  to  day*  Ail  this 

is  done  with  the  bed  grace  imagin- 
•  ^  ^ 
able,  without  even  a  hint  being 

thrown  out  of  a  curiofuy  or  wifh  to 

know  his  name. 

44  However,  it  mud  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  many  of  the  fecond, 
and  aim  oft  all  the  lower  clafs  of  the 
people,  are  ignorant  in  the  ex¬ 
treme, 

44  Their  fentirnents,  and  all  their 
ideas  are  illiberal,  narrow,  and  con¬ 
tracted  •  occaiioned  bv  their  inac¬ 
tive  'fituation,  confined  to  a  fmall 
compafs,  and  very  limited  fphere  of 
knowledge,  wherein  the  dime  oh- 
iecds  are  ever  prefented  to  their 
view,  without  any. variation,  change, 
or  novelty  ;  being  thereby  precluded 

from 
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from  a  more  general  intercourfe 
with  the  world,  and  the  different 
members  of  lbciety  at  1  irgc. 

“  About  the  commencement  of 
the  late  unfortunate  difturbances, 
and  inaufpicious  hoitili ti*  s,  the  A- 
merican  congrefs  pretended  to  have 
a  calculation  made  of  the  numbers 
of  all  the  inhabitants  in  each  pro¬ 
vince  and  colony  included  within 
their  domination,  which  they  pub- 
li  fired. 

44  But  I  have  always  concluded 
that  oflenfible  enumeration  of  theirs 
to  be  greatly  exaggerated,  purpofe- 


ly  to  magnify  their  refources,  num¬ 
bers,  and  prowefs. 

44  In  that  oftentatious  calcula¬ 
tion,  Virginia  was  reprefemed  to 
contain  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  inhabitants ;  of  which  nearly 
two  thirds  are  blacks. 

44  I  computed  the  true  number 
of  fouls  in  Virginia  to  be  then  about 
five  hundred  thouland  in  the  whole, 
with  a  fimilar  proportion  of  (laves 
included  ;  and  they  have  certainly 
decreafed  in  population  fince  that 
time. 
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46  npHE  general  charadter  of  the 
Indians  is,  that  they  are 
crafty,  fen  lib  le,  refolute,  very  fuf- 
picious,  and  very  vindictive, 

44  An  Indian  will  travel  on  foot 
five  hundred  miles,  through  the 
woods,  in  night  and  darknefs,  fe- 
cretihg  himfelf  during  the  day,  to 
revenge  an  injury  done  to  his  rela¬ 
tion,  or  to  any  one  of  his  tribe. 

44  However  in  every  thing,  but 
their  cruel  and  revengeful  difpo- 
fition,  I  admire  and  relpedt  the  real 
ch  a  rafter  of  the  native  uncivilized 
and  uncorrupted  Indians. 

44  Their  lentiments,  with  all  the 
difad  vantages  of  poor  inexpreffive 
language,  and  of,  what  is  worfe,  a 
fiat/  dull,  and  deficient  interpreta¬ 
tion,  contain  and  convey  the  mod 
elevated,  noble,  fpirited,  and  juft 
ideas,  delivered  in  that  beautiful 
and  elegant  fimplicity  and  allegori¬ 
cal  figures  of  explanation,  which 
add  dignity  and  grace  to  the  fub- 
jedt,  and  are  fo  much  admired  in 
the  Bible  and  facred  feriptures  of 


the  Chriftians,  in  the  jewifh  Tal¬ 
mud,  the  Mahometan  Alcoran,  and 
in  all  the  oriental  writings. 

44  Their  fenfual  appetites  how¬ 
ever  they  have  no  great  command 
of,  cfpecially  inebriation,  which 
they  are  particularly  addidted  to, 

44  But  the  truth  is,  they  are  cor¬ 
rupted  by  the  whites  ;  for  they  copy 
after,  and  fall  into  our  vices  ;  thel«* 
appearing  in  the  mod  confpicuous 
point  of  view  :  and  I  am  alraid  that 
our  external  virtues  are  fo  few,  and 
even  thefe  fo  difficult  to  be  difeo* 
vered,  that  the  poor  Indians  can¬ 
not  diftinguifh  any  of  them  to  fol¬ 
low  after. 

44  They  have  alfo  been  fo  treach- 
eroufly  and  barbaroufly  maffacred  by 
the  whites,,  and  fo  often  deceived 
by  them,  that  the  memory  thereof 
is  carefully  preferved,  and  hand¬ 
ed  down  from  father  to  fon,  in 
order  to  keep  the  riling  race  fuf- 
ficiently  on  their  guard  again  ft 
our  future  fnares  and  treacherous 
defigns., 

f  a 


“  Thk 


[86]  GENERAL  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  INDIANS, 

a  This  I  look  upon  to  be  the  44  Their  numbers' on  this  fide  tti® 
true  cauie  of  the  great  caution,  Miffiffippi  are  confiderable. 
and  complete  diffimulation  the  In-  44  From  the  Gulf  op  Mexico  to 
dians  are  become  fo  perfectly  maf-  the  Lukes  of  Canada  inclulive,  it 
ters  Gf  is  computed  there  may  be  about 


44  Indeed  they  have  arrived  at  fo 
eminent  a  degree  of  duplicity,  and 
difguifing  their  fentiments  and  in¬ 
tentions,  that  without  the  abidance 
of  the  arts  of  writing,  reading,  or 
committing  their  thoughts  and  tranf- 
aftions  to  record,  they  far  excel  us 
at  our  own  weapons  of  fubtilty, 
craft,  and  precaution, 

44  In  fhort,  they  are  zealous  deady 
friends  ;  but  rigorous  implacable 
enemies,  until  fatisfadtion  or  repa¬ 
ration  be  made  them  for  the  injury 
they  think  they  have  fudained. 

u  However  let  their  inclinations 
at  this  prefen t  time  be  either  ami¬ 
cable  or  hoflile,  they  all  are  not 
mow  fufficiently  powerful,  either  to 
contend  againit  the  whites  in  arms, 
or  to  do  them  any  other  material  in¬ 
jury. 

■ 44  Whites  who  behave  to  them 
with  uprightnefs  and  affability  are 
greatly  refpedled  by  them,  and 
obtain  an  amazing  influence  over 
them. 

44  But  they  mud  fird  be  fuffici¬ 
ently  convinced  of  the  integrity 
?md  difinteredednefs  of  the  perfon ; 
after  which  they  are  more  at  the 
command  of  fuch  a  man  than  of  one 
of  their  own  chiefs. 

44  Kings  they  have  none,  and  the 
principal  men  of  their  nation  be¬ 
come  fuch  by  their  merit  alone. 
Than  this  there  is  no  other  prece¬ 
dence,  or  difference  of  rank  among 
Indians. 

44  They  enjoy  the  fweets  of  li¬ 
berty  and  freedom  in  the  trued 
fenfe,  and  certainly  are  not  guilty 
of  the  many  iniquitous  and  fcati- 
dalous  vices  that  difgrace  Cluidiau- 
jty  and  Europeans. 


thirty-five  thoufand  warriors. 

44  Beyond  the  Miffiffippi  they 
are  much  more  numerous,  and  many 
people,  that  have  travelled  there, 
fay  ‘  they  are  very  aopen  and  hofpi- 
table. 

44  The  little  intercourfe  between 
them,  in  that  didant  country,  and 
Europeans,  renders  them  lefs  fuf- 
picious,  lefs  fubtle  and  defigning, 
and  not  fo  cruel  and  vindictive  as 
thofe  on  the  eadern  fide  of  that  ex~ 
tenfive  river,  whofe  greater  expe¬ 
rience,  communication  and  tranl- 
a&ions  with  the  whites  produce 
thole  pernicious  effeCts.  A  reproach 
more  fevere  upon  us  than  on  them. 

44  Here  I  mud  beg  leave  to  make 
one  particular  obfervation :  led, 
from  what  has  been  faid,  it  ffiould 
be  thought  that  the  Indians  have  a 
particular  dillike  to  Europeans  more 
than  to  the  whites  born  in  Ame¬ 
rica  :  but  the  very  reverfe  of  this 
is  the  truth,  for  it  is  the  white  na¬ 
tives  of  the  country  that  the  Indi¬ 
ans  have  the  greated  averfion  to, 
and  by  whom  they  have  been  fo  ofij 
ten  mod  treacheroufly  and  barbar- 
ouily  ufed. 

44  The  white  Americans  alio 
have  the  mod  rancorous  antipathy 
to  the  whole  race  of  Indians  ;  and 
nothing  is  more  common  than  to 
hear  them  talk  of  extirpating  then* 
totally  from  the  lace  of  die  earth, 
men,  women,  and  children. 

4‘  The  Indians  indeed  do  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  entertain  any  dillike  to  the 
Britifh  or  French,  I  mean  thofe 
that  are  natives  of  Europe  ;  nor 
have  the  real  Britifh  or  French  any 
particular  averfion  to  them,  as  the 
Britifh  Americans  have. 


44  The 
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a  The  names  of  the  different:  In-  from  the  belt  authority  I  hgve  been 
dian  nations  in  North  America,  with  able  to  collect,  are  as  follow  5 
the  numbers  ot  their  fighting  men. 


Situation. 

On  the  Mobile 
and 
Miffiffippi. 


Names  of  tl>e  Nations. 

The  Chodtaws  or  Flatheads 
The  Natches 
The  Chickefaws 

The  Cherokees,  behind  South* Carolina  ^ 

The  Catawbas,  between  North  and  South-Caiolina 
The  Piantias,  a  wandering  tribe  on  both  Tides  of  the  Miffiffppt 
The  Kafquuafquias,  or  Illinois  in  general,  on  the  Illinois  river,  / 
and  between  the  Ouabache  and  the  Miffiffippi  > 


Warriors. 

450O 

150 
750 
2500 
150 
Boo 

600 


J  On  the 
^  Ouabache 


250 

40a 

3  00 
coo 

3°o 


350 


4000 


The  Piankifhaws 
The  Ouachtenons 
The  Kikapous 

The  Shawnefe,  on  the  Siotto 

The  Delawares,  on  the  weft  of  the  Ohio  _  .  ,  . 

The  Miamis,  on  the  Mifamis  river,  falling  into  Lake  Ene  and  | 

the  Miniamis  _  ^ 

The  upper  Creeks,  back  of  Georgia  _  1 

The  middle  Creeks,  behind  Weft-Florida  > 

The  lower  Creeks,  in  Eaft-Florida  3 

The  Caouitas,  on  the  eaft  of  the  river  Alibamoua  / 

The  Alibamous,  on  the  weft  of  the  Ahbamous.  . 

The  Akanfaws,  on  the  Akanfaw  river  falling  into  the  Miftiffpi  | 

on  the  weft  ftde  _  ^ 

The  Ajoues,  north  of  the  Miffouri 
The  Paddoucas,  weft  of  the  MiffiffpP1 
The  white  Panis 
The  freckled  or  pricked  Paifis 
The  Canfes 
The  Ofages 

The  Grandes  Eaux  .  . 

The  Miffouri,  upon  the  river  Minoun  f 

The  Sioux  of  the  woods  }  towards  the  he  ds  of 

The  Sioux  of  the  meadows  _  1  the  IMiffiliippi 

R e  AffinlbolfsarbU5!  “ 

Re  8S"on  a  rivet  of  that  name 'that  Ms  into  the  7  $  ?0 


1  South  of  the 
^  Miffouri 
South  of 
v  the 
J  Miffouri 


2000 

IOOO 

5°° 

2000 

2000 
i6o© 
6oo 
loop 
3000 
1 800 
2500 
I  500 
1500 
3000 


South  of  Puans  Bay 


Miftiiftppi  on  the  eaft  fide 
The  Mafcoutens  | 

The  Sakis  >  I 

The  Mechecouakis  J 

Folic  Avoinc,  or  the  Wildcat  Indians  {  Near  Pucans  Bay 

Rl  Powtewatamis  ;  near  St.  Jofeph’s  River,  and  I>jroit 
The  Meflefagues,  or  River  Indians,  being  wandering  t  1 

on  the  takes  Huron  and  Superior  > 

F  4 


500 

400 

250 

35° 

700 

35° 

2000 

T 


[88]  MANNERS  and  CUSTOMS  at  tile  SANDWICH  ISLANDS. 


Warriors, 


900 

5000 

30Q 

I  500 


Names  of  the  Nations.  Situation. 

The  Gttahwas  7  Near  the  Lakes  Superior 

The  Chip  was  J  and  Michigan 

The  Wiandots,  near  Lake  Erie 

The  Six  Nations,  or  as  the  French  call  them,  the  Iroquois 
on  the  frontiers  of  Nevv-York,  &c.  3 

The  Round-headed  Indians,  near  the  head  of  the  Ottahwa  River  25C& 
The  Algonquins,  near  the  above  3 00 

The  Nipiffins,  near  the  above  alfo  4°° 

The  Chalas  t 

The  Amelilhes  /  St.  Laurence  Indians,  on  -the  550 

The  Michmacks  (  back  of  Nova- Scotia,  &c.  700 

The  Abenaquis  3  _  35° 

The  Conawaghrunas,  near  the  falls  of  St.  Lewis  200 


Total  amount  58930 


This  being  the  whole  number 
of  men  fit  for  bearing  arms,  from 
hence  we  may  be  enabled  to  form 
fome  idea  of  the  number  of  all 
the  Indian  inhabitants,  men,  wo¬ 
men  and  children,  on  the  continent 
of  North  America  ;  which  calcu¬ 
lation,  however,  1  am  ready  to  con- 
fefs  can  be  but  rather  a  vague  con¬ 
jecture. 

“  There  being  fifty-eight  thou- 
fand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  war¬ 
riors,  it  is  computed  that  about  one- 
third  of  the  fame  number  more  are 
old  men  unfit  for  bearing  arms, 
which  makes  the  number  of  males 
come  to  maturity  amount  to  about 
eighty-eight  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  feventy  ;  and  multiplied  by  fix 
will  produce  five  hundred  and  thirty - 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  and 


twenty,  which  I  confide r  as  the 
whole  number  of  fouls,  viz.  men, 
women,  and  children,  of  all  the 
Indian  nations  that  are  come  in 
any  degree  within  our  knowledge 
throughout  the  continent  of  North 
America. 

41  It  is  a  mod:  melancholy  confi- 
deration  to  refiedf,  that  thefe  few 
are  all  that  remain  of  the  many 
millions  of  natives,  or  aboriginal 
inhabitants  with  which  this  vaft 
continent  was  peopled  when  firli  dis¬ 
covered  by  the  Whites  ;  and  that 
even  thefe  will  foon  be  extinct  and 
totally  annihilated,  confidering  the 
amazingly  rapid  depopulation  they 
have  hitherto  experienced,  fince 
that  (to  them)  fatal  period,  or  sera 
of  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Whites  in 
America.” 


Various  PARTICULARS  concerning  the  MANNERS  and  CUS¬ 
TOMS  of  the  INHABITANTS  of  the  SANDWICH  I'flands. 

*  /  v  ■ 

[From  the  Third  Volume  of  Captain  Cook's  Voyage  to  the  Pacific 

Ocean.] 

u  HE  inhabitants  of  the  Sand-  New  Zealand,  the  Society  and 
-!  wich  Iflands  are  undoubt-  Friendly  Illands,  Eafier  Iiland,  and 
edly  of  the  fame  race  with  thefe  of  the  Marque  fas ;  a  race  that  p  of  ie  fifes, 

with- 


MANNERS  and  CUSTOMS  at  i 

without  any  intermixture,  all  the 
known  lands  be  tv.  een  the  latitudes 
of  47-  South,  and  20p  North,  and 
between  the  longitudes  of  84°  and 
260°  Eaft.  This  fart,  which,  ex- 
traordinary  as  h  is,  might  be  thought 
fufficiently  proved  by  the  Striking 
fimilarity  of  their  manners  and 
cuftoms,  and  the  general  refern- 
b lance  of  their  perfons,  is  eitabiifh- 
cd,  beyond  all  controverly,  by  the 
abfoiute  identity  of  their  language. 

<»■  From  what  continent  they 
originally  emigrated,  and  by  what 
heps  they  have  fpread  through  lo 
vait  a  ip-ace,  thole  who  are  curious 
in  dilquiiitions  of  this  natu  e,  may 
perhaps  not  find  it  very  difficult  to 
conjecture.  It  has  been  already 
obferved,  that  they  bear  Wong 
marks  of  affinity  to  fome  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  that  inhabit  the  La- 
drones  and  Caroline  Iflands  ;  anti 
the  fame  affinity  may  again  be 
traced  amongft  the  Eattas  and  the 
Malays.  When  thefe  events  hap¬ 
pened,  is  not  fo  eafy  to  afeertain  : 
it  was  probably  not  very  lately,  as 
they  are  extremely  populous,  and 
have  no  tradition  of  their  own  ori¬ 
gin,  but  what  is  perfeCtly  fabu¬ 
lous  ;  whilff,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  unadulterated  date  of  their  ge¬ 
neral  language,  and  the  Simplicity 
which  ft  ill  prevails  m  their  cultoms 
and  manners,  feem  to  indicate,  that 
it  could  not  have  been  at  any  very 
dilfant  period. 

44  The  natives  of  thefe  iflands 
are,  in  general,  above  the  middle 
fize,  and  well  made :  they  walk 
very  gracefully,  run  nimbly,  and 
are'  capable  of  bearing  great  fa¬ 
tigue  ;  though,  upon  the  whole, 
the  men  are  Somewhat  inferior,  in 
point  of  Strength  and  activity,  to 
the  Friendly  ifianders,  and  the  wo¬ 
men  lefs  delicately  limbed  than 
thofe  of  Otaheite.  1  heir  com¬ 
plexion  is  rather  darker  than  that 
* 
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of  the  Otaheiteans,  and  they  arc 
not  altogether  ib  handfome  a  people* 
However,  many  of  both  fe-xes  had 
fine  open  countenances  ;  and  the 
women,  in  particular,  had  good 
eyes  and  teeth,  and  a  fweetnefs  and 
fenfibility  of  look,  which  rendered 
them  very  engaging.  Their  hair 
is  of  a  brownifh  black,  and  neither 
uniformly  Straight,  like  that  of  the 
Indians  of  America,  nor  uniformly 
curling,  as  amorigil  the  African, 
negroes,  but  varying,  in  this  re- 
fpeCt,  like  the  hair  of  Europeans » 
One  Striking  peculiarity,  in  the 
features  of  every  part  of  this  great' 
nation,  I  do  not  remember  to  have 
feen  any  where  mentioned,  which 
is,  that  even  in  the  ha  11  did  me  ft 
faces,  there  is  always  a  fulnefs  o£ 
the  noftril,  without  any  flatnefs  or 
fpreading  of  the  nofe,  that  d  iff  in- 
guiflies  them  from  Europeans.  It 
is  not  improbable  that  this  may  bs 
the  effect  of  their  ufual  mode  of  fa- 
lutation,  which  is  performed  by 
preffing  the  ends  of  their  nofes  to¬ 
gether, 

44  Trie  fame  Superiority  that  is 
obfervable  in  the  perfons  of  the 
Erees,  through  all  the  other  iflands^ 
is  found  alfo  here*  Thofe  whom 
we  faw  were,  without  exception, 
perfectly  well  formed  ;  whereas  the 
lower  fort,  betides  their  general  in¬ 
feriority,  are  fuhjesdt  to  all  the  va¬ 
riety  of  make  and  figure  that  is 
feen  in  the  populace  of  other  cocfti- 
tries.  Intlances  of  deformity  are 
more  frequent  here  than  in  any  of 
the  other  iflands.  Whilft  we  were 
entiling  off  Owhyhee,  two  dwarfs 
came  on  board,  one  an  old  man^ 
four  feet  two  inches  high,  but  ex- 
aftly  proportioned,  and  the  other  a 
woman,  nearly  of  the  fame  height* 
We  afterward  faw  three  natives* 
who  were  hump -backed,  and  a 
young  man,  born  without  hands 
or  feet.  Squinting  is  alfo  very 

-  common 
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common  among#  them ;  and  a 
man,  who,  they  faid,  had  been 
born  blind,  was  brought  to  us  to 
be  cured,  Betides  fhefe  paiticulai 
imperfections,  they  are,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  very  fubjeCt  to  boils  and  ul¬ 
cers,  which  we  attributed  to  the 
great  quantity  of  fait  they  eat  with 
their  flefli  and  fifh.  The  Erees  are 
very  free  from  thefe  complaints  ; 
but  many  of  them  fuffer  hill  more 
dreadful  effedls  from  the  immode¬ 
rate  ufe  of  the  ava. 

“  It  may  be  thought  extremely 
difficult  to  form  any  probable  con- 
je&ures  refpe&ing  the  population 
©fiflands,  with  many  parts  of  which 
we  are  but  imperfe&ly  acquainted. 
There  are,  however,  two  circum- 
ftances,  that  take  away  much  of 
this  objection  :  the  fir#  is,  that  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country  are 
entirely  uninhabited ;  fo  that,  if 
the  number  of  the  inhabitants  along 
the  coaft  be  known,  the  whole  will 
be  pretty  accurately  determined. 
The  other  is,-  that  there  are  no, 
towns  of  any  confiderable  lize,  the 
habitations  of  the  natives  being 
pretty  equally  difperfed  in^  fmall 
villages  round  all  their  coahs.  If 
is  on  this  ground  that  I.  (hall  ven¬ 
ture  at  a  rough  calculation  of  the 
number  of  perfons  in  this  group  of 
iflands. 

«  The  bay  of  Karakakooa,  in 
Owhyhee,  is  three  miles  in  extent, 
and  contains  four, villages  of  about 
eighty  houfes  each  ;  upon  an  ave¬ 
rage,  in  all  three  hundred  and 
twenty  j  befldes  a  number  of  ftrag- 
<ding  houfes ;  which  may  make  the 
whole  amount  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty.  From  the  frequent  op¬ 
portunities  I  had  of  informing  my- 
felf  on  this  head,  I  am  convinced 
that  fix  perfons  to  ahoufe  is  4  very 
moderate  allowance ;  fo  that,  on 
this  calculation,  the  country  about 
the  bay  contains  two  thou  find  one 


hundred  fouls.  To  thefe  may  be 
added  fifty  families,  or  three,  hun¬ 
dred  perfons,  which  I  conceive  to 
be  nearly  the  number  employed  in 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country 
among#  their  plantations  ;  making 
in  all  two  thoufand  four  hundred. 
If,  therefore,  this  number  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  whole  extent  of  coaft 
round  the  ifland,  deducting  a  quar¬ 
ter  for  the  uninhabited  parts,  it 
will  be  found  to  contain  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand.  By  the 
fame  mode  of  calculation,  the  reft  . 
of  the  iflands  will  be  found  to  con¬ 
tain  the  following  numbers  *. 


Owhyhee 

150,000, 

Mowee 

65,400 

Woahoo 

60,200 

Atooi 

54,000 

Morotoi 

36,000 

Oneeheow 

10,000 

Ranai 

20,400 

Oreehoua 

4,000 

Total  of  inhabitants  400,000 

“  I  am  pretty 

confident,  that, 

in  this  calculation, 

I  hgve  not  exr 

ceeded  the  truth 

in  the  total 

amount. 

t‘  Not  with  (landing  the  irrepar¬ 
able  lofs  we  fuffered  from  the  Bid¬ 
den  refentment  and  violence  of 
thefe  people,  yet,  in  j ultice  to  their 
general  conduct,  it  mu#  be  acknow- 
feged,  that  they  are  of  the  mo# 
mild  and  affectionate  difpofition ; 
equally  remote  from  the  extreme 
levity  and  ficklenefs  of  the  Otanei- 
teans,  and  the  diftant  gravity  and 
referve  of  the  inhabitants  of  iho 
Friendly  Iflands.  They  appear  to 
live  in  the  utmoft  harmony  and 
friendfhip  with  one  another.  The 
women,  who  had  children,  were 
remarkable  for  their  tendei  and 
conftant  attention  to  them ;  and 
the  men  would  often  lend  the#  at- 
flftance  in  thofc  domeftic  offices, 

with 
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with  a  willingnefs  that  does  credit 
to  their  feelings. 

44  It  mull,  however,  be  obferved, 
that  they  fall  very  fliort  of  the 
other  iflanders  in  that  belt  tell  of 
civilization,  the  refpedt  paid  to  the 
women.  Here  they  are  not  only 
deprived  of  the  privilege  of  eating 
with  the  men,  but  the  bed  forts  of 
food  are  tabooed,  or  forbidden 
them.  They  are  not  allowed  to  eat 
pork,  turtle,  feveral  kinds  of  fiih, 
and  feme  fpecies  of  the  plantains ; 
and  we  were  told  that  a  poor  girl 
got  a  terrible  beating  for  having^ 
eaten,  on  board  our  fhip,  one  of 
thefe  interdicted  articles.  In  their 
domeftic  life  they  appear  to  live 
almoft  entirely  by  themfelves,  and 
though  we  did  not  obferve  any  in- 
fiances  of  perform!  ill  treatment, 
yet  it  was  evident  they  had  little 
regard  or  attention  paid  them. 

44  The  great  hofpitality  and  kind- 
nefs  with  which  we  were  received  by 
them,  have  been  already  frequently 
remarked  ;  and  indeed  they  make  the 
principal  part  of  our  tranfaChons 
With  them.  Whenever  we  came 
on  fhore,  there  was  a  condant  drug¬ 
gie  who  fiiould  be  mod  forward.  in 
making  us  little  prefents,  bringing 
refrefliments,  or  diewing  fome  other 
mark  of  their  refpedt.  The  old 
people  never  failed  of  receiving  us 
with  tears  of  joy  ;  feemed  highly 
gratified  with  being  allowed  to 
touch  us,  and  were  condantly  mak¬ 
ing  companions  between  them- 
fefves  and  us,  with  the  dronged 
marks  of  humility.  The  young 
women  were  not  leis  kind  and  en¬ 
gaging,  and,  till  they  found,  not- 
withUanding  our  utmoft  endeavours 
to  prevent  it,  that  they  had  reafon 
to  repent  of  our  acquaintance,  at¬ 
tached  themfelves  to  us '  without 
tlie  lead  referve. 

44  In  juftice,  however,  to  the 
{ex,  it  mud  be  obferved,  that  theie 
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ladies  were  probably  all  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  the  people  ;  for  I  am  drong- 
ly  inclined  to  believe,  that,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  few,  whole  names  are 
mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  our  nar¬ 
rative,  we  did  not  fee  any  woman  of 
rank  during  our  day  amongft  them. 

44  Their  natural  capacity  feems, 
in  no  refpedt,  below  the  common 
dandard  of  mankind.  Their  im¬ 
provements  in  agriculture,  and  the 
perfection  of  their  manufactures, 
are  certainly  adequate  to  the  cir- 
cumdances  of  their  fituation,  and 
the  natural  advantages  they  enjoy. 
The  eager  curiodty  with  which 
they  attended  the  armourer’s  forge, 
and  the  many  expedients  they  had 
invented,  even  before  we  left  the 
illands,  for  working  the  iron  they 
had  procured  from  us  into  fueh 
forms  as  were  bed  adapted  to  their 
purpofes,  were  drong  proofs  of  do¬ 
cility  and  ingenuity. 

44  Our  unfortunate  friend,  Ka« 
neena,  poffdfed  a  degree  of  judi¬ 
cious  curiofity,  and  a  quicknefs  of 
conception,  which  was  rarely  met 
with  amongft  thefe  people.  He 
was  very  inquisitive  after  our  cuf- 
toms  and  manners ;  afked  after  out 
king ;  the  nature  of  our  govern¬ 
ment  ♦  our  numbers ;  the  method 
of  building  our  dips  ;  our  houfes  ; 
the  produce  of  our  country  ;  whe¬ 
ther  we  had  wars,  with  whom,  and 
on  what  occadons,  and  in  what 
manner  they  were  carried  on  ;  who 
was  our  God  ;  and  many  other 
quedions  of  the  fame  nature,  which 
indicated  an  underdanding  of  great 
com  prehenfion. 

(i  We, met  with  two  indances  of 
perfons  difordered  in  their  minds, 
the  one  a  man  at  Owhyhee,  the 
other  a  woman  at  Oneeheow.  It 
appeared,  from  the  particular  at¬ 
tention  and  refpetd  paid  to  them,, 
that  the  opinion  of  their  being  in- 
fpired  by  the  Divinity,  which  ob¬ 
tains 
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tains  among  rnoft  of  the  nations  of  which  was  fuperior  io  that  or  a ny 
the  Tail,  is  alio  received  here.  other  perfon  in  either  blip,  ought 

“  Though  the  cuftom  of  eating  certainly  to  give  his  opinion  great 
the  bodies  of  their  enemies  be  not  weight :  at  the  lame  time  I  mutt 
known,  by  poiitive  evidence,  to  beg  leave  to  remark,  that,  being 
exift  in  any  of  the  South  Sea  iilands,  prefent  when  he  examined  the  mail 
except  New  Zealand,  yet  it  is  ex-  who  had  the  final!  piece  of  falted 
tremely  probable  that  it  was  ori-  flefh  wrapped  in  cloth  it  ft  ruck  me 
ginally  prevalent  in  them  all.  The  very  forcibly,  that  the  -figns  he 
lacrilicimr  human  victims,  which  made  ule  of  meant  nothing  more 


feems  evidently  to  be  a  relic  of 
this  horrid  practice,  Mill  obtains 
univerfally  amougft  thefe  ifianders  ; 
and  it  is  eafv  to  conceive  why  the 
New  Zealanders  thou  Id  retain  the 
rep  aft,  which  was  probably  the  laft 
act  of  thefe  blocking  rites,  longer 
than  the  reft  of  their  tribe,  who 
were  fituated  in  more  mild  and 
fruitful  climates.  As  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Sandwich  Iilands  cer¬ 
tainly  bear  a  nearer  refemblance  to 
thofe  of  Newr  Zealand,  both  in 
their  perfons  and  difpofition,  than 
to  any  other  people  of  this  family, 
fo  it  was  ftrongly  fufpe&ed  by  Mr. 
Anderfon,  that,  like  them,  they 
ftill  continue  to  feaft  on  human 
flefh.  The  evidence,  on  which  he 
founds  this  opinion,  has  been  bat¬ 
ed  very  fully  in  the  tenth  chaps er 
of  the  third  book  ;  but,  as  I  al¬ 
ways  entertained  great  doubts  oi 
the  juftice  of  his  conclu lions,  it 
mav  not  be  improper  to  take  this 
occafton  of  mentioning  the  grounds 
on  which  I  venture  to  differ -from 
him.  With  refpeft  to  the  informa¬ 
tion  derived  from  the  natives  ihem- 
felves,  I  flia  11  only  obferve,  that 
great  pains  were  taken,  by  almoft 
every  officer  on  board,  to  come  at 
the  knowlege  of  lo  curious  a  cir- 
cumftance  ;  and  that,  except  in 
the  two  inftances  mentioned  by- 
Mr.  Anderfon,  we  found  them  in¬ 
variably  denying  the  exiftence  of 
any  fuch  cuftom  among  ft  them.  It 
muft  be  allowed,  that  Mr.  Ander- 
fon’s  knowlege  of  their  language, 

t 


than  that  it  was  intended  to  be  ear, 
and  that  it  was  very  plealant  or 
wholefome  to  the  ftomach.  in  this 
opinion  I  was  confirmed  by  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  came  to  our  know¬ 
lege  after  the  death  ot  my  worthy 
and  ingenious  friend,  viz.  that  al¬ 
moft  every  native  of  thele  iilands 
carried  about  with  him,  either  in 
his  calibalh,  or  wrapped  up  in  a 
piece  of  cloth,  and  tied  about  his 
waift,  a  fmal  1  piece  of  raw  pork, 
highly  halted,  which  they  coniiaer- 
ecl  as  a  great  delicacy,  and  uled 
now  and  then  to  tafte  or.  Wiih 
refpedt  to  the  confu  ion  the  young 
lad  was  in  (for  he  was  not  more 
than  ftxteen  or  eighteen  years  of 
age),  no  one  could  ha  e  been  fur- 
prifed  at  it,  who  had  feen  the  eager 
and  earneft  manner  in  which  Mr. 
Anderfon  queftioned  him. 

44  The  argument  drawn  ft  om  the 
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iiiftrument  made  with  (hark  s  teeth, 
and  which  is  nearly  ot  the  lame 
form  with  thofe  uled  at  New  Zea¬ 
land  for  cutting  up  the  bodies  of 
their  enemies,  is  much  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  controvert.  I  believe  it  to 
be  an  undoubted  fact,  that  this 
knife,  if  it  may  be  fo  called,  is 
never  uled  by  them  in  cutting  the 
flefli  of  other  animals.  However, 
as  the  cuftom  of  offering  human  fa- 
crifices,  and  of  burning  the  bodies 
of  the  bain,  is  ftill  prevalent  here, 
it  is  not  improbable  that  the  ufe  ot 
this  iiitlrument  is  retained  in  thofe 
ceremonies.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
am  ftroiiTv  inclined  to  think,  and 
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particularly  from  this  laft  circum- 
ilance,  that  the  non  id  practice  in 
queftion  has  but  lately  ceaied 
amongft  thefe  and  other  iflands  or 
the  South  Sea.  Omai,  when  preffed 
on  this  fubject,  con fe fled,  that,  m 
the  rage  and  fury  of  revenge,  they 
would  fometimes  tear  the  flefli  of 
their  enemies  that  were  (lain  with 
their  teeth  ;  but  pofitively  denied 
that  they  ever  eat  it.  This  was 
certainly  approaching  as  near  the 
fad>  as  could  be  :  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  denial  is  a  ftrong  proof 
that  the  practice  has  a&ually  c.eaf- 
ed  ;  fmee  in  New  Zealand,  where 
it  ftill  exifts,  the  inhabitants  never 
made  the  final  left  fcruple  of  con- 
felling  it. 

u  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands 
differ  from  thofe  of  the  Friendly 
Hies,  in  buffering,  aimoft  univer- 
fallv,  their  beards  to  grow.  There 
were  indeed  a  few,  amongft  whom 
was  the  old  king,  that  cut  it  oft 
entirely  ;  and  others  that  wore  it 
only  upon  the  upper  lip.  The 
fame  variety  in  the  manner  of 
wearing  the  hair  is  alfo  obfervable 
here  as  among  the  other  itlanders  oi 
the  South  Sea  ;  beiides  which  they 
have  a  fafhion,  as  far  as  we  know, 
peculiar  to  themfelves.  They  cut 
it  dole  on  each  fide  the  head,  down 
to  the  ears,  leaving  a  ridge,  of 
about  a  fmall  hand’s  breadth,  run¬ 
ning  from  the  forehead  to  the 
neck  ;  which,  when  the  hair  is 
thick  and  curling,  has  the  form  of 
the  creft  of  the  ancient  helmet.^ 
Others  wear  large  quantities  of 
falfe  hair,  flowing  down  their  backs 
in  long  ringlets,  like  the  figure  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Horn  Xfland,  /as 
feen  in  Dairy mpie’s  Voyages  ;  and 
others,  again,  tie  it  into  a  fingle 
round  bunch  on  the  top  of  the  head, 
aimoft  as  large  as  the  head  itfelf  ; 
and  fome  into  five  or  fix  diftind 
bunches.  They  daub  their  hail 
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with  a  grey  clay,  mixed  with  pow¬ 
dered  fhe-lls,  which  they  keep  in 
balls,  and  chew  into  a  kind  of  foft 
pafte,  when  they  have  occafion  to 
make  ufe  of  it.  This  keeps  the  hair 
fmooth,  and,  in  time,  changes  it  to 
a  pale  yellow  colour. 

4 <  Both  fexes  wear  necklaces, 
made  of  firings  of  fmall  variegated 
file  11s ;  and  an  ornament,  in  the 
form  of  the  handle  of  a  cup,  about 
two  inches  long,  and  naif  an  inch 
broad,  made  of  wood,  ftone,  or 
ivory,  finely  poliflied,  which  is 
hung  about  the  neck, by  fine  threads 
of  twifted  hair,  doubled  fometimes 
an  hundred  fold.  Inftead  of  this 
ornament  lome  of  them  wear,  on 
their  breaft,  a  fmall  human  figure, 
made  of  bone,  fufpe  tided  in  the 
fame  manner. 

“  The  fan,  or  fly-flap,  is  alfo  an 
ornament  u.fed  by  both  fexes.  The 
moil  ordinary  kind  are  made  of  the 
fibres  of  the  cocoa-nut,  tied  loofe, 
in  bunches,  to  the  top  of  a  fmooth 
poliflied  handle.  The  tail  feathers 
of  the  cock,  and  of  the  tropic- 
bird,  are  alfo  tried  in  the  fame 
manner  ;  but  the  moft  valuable  are 
thofe  which  have  the  handle  made 
cf  the  arm  or  leg  bones  of  an  ene¬ 
my  flain  in  battle,  and  which  are 
preserved  with  great  care,  and  hand¬ 
ed  down,  from  father  to  fon,  as 
trophies  of  ineftimable  value. 

44  The  cuftora  of  tattowing  the 
body  they  have  jm  common  with 
the  reft  of  the  natives  of  the  South 
Sett  islands  ;  but  it  is  only  at  New 
Zealand  and  the  Sandwich  Iflands 
that  they  tattow  the  face.  There  is 
alfo  this  difference  between  the  two 
laft,  that  in  the  former  it  is  do  lie 
in  elegant  fpiral  volutes,  and  in 
the  latter  in  straight  lines,  c robin 
each  other  at  right  angles.  Th 
hands  and  arms  of  the  women  are 
alfo  very  neatly  marked,  and  they 
■  have  a  Angular  cuftom  amongft 

them, 
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them,  the  meaning  of  which  we 
could  never  learn,  that  of  tattowing 
the  tip  of  the  tongues  of  the  fe¬ 
males. 

“  From  fome  information  we  re¬ 
ceived,  relative  to  the  cndom  of 
tattowing,  we  were  inclined  to 
think  that  it  is  frequently  intended 
as  a  fign  of  mourning  on  the  death 
of  a  chief,  or  any  other  calamitous 
event ;  for  we  were  often  told  that 
fuch  a  particular  mark  was  in  me¬ 
mory  of  fuch  a  chief ;  and  fo  of 
the  reft.  It  may  be  here  too  ob¬ 
served,  that  the  lowed  clafs  are 
often  tattowed  with  a  mark  that 
diftinguifhes  them  as  the  property 
of  the  feveral  chiefs  to  whom  they 
belong. 

“  The  drefs  of  the  men  gene¬ 
rally  confifts  only  of  a  piece  of 
thick  cloth  called  the  maro,  about 
ten  or  twelve  inches  broad,  which 
they  pafs  between  the  legs,  and  tie 
round  the  waift.  This  is  the  com¬ 
mon  drefs  of  all  ranks  of  people. 
Their  mats,  fome  of  which  are 
beautifully  manufactured,  are  of 
•various  fizes,  but  moftly  about  five 
feet  long,  and  four  broad.  Thefe 
they  throw  over  their  fhoulders, 
and  bring  forward  before  j  but  they 
are  feldom  ufed,  except  in  time  of 
war,  for  which  purpofe  they  feem 
better  adapted  than  for  ordinary 
ufe,  being  of  a  thick  and  cumber- 
fome  texture,  and  capable  of  break¬ 
ing  the  blow  of  a  done,  or  any 
blunt  weapon.  Their  feet  are  ge¬ 
nerally  bare,  except  when  they 
have  occalion  to  travel  over  the 
burnt  dones,  when  they  fecure 
them  with  a  fort  of  fan  dal,  made 
of  cords,  twided  from  the  fibres  of 
the  cocoa-nut.  Such  is  the  ordi¬ 
nary  drefs  of  thefe  i danders ;  but 
they  have-  another,  appropriated  to 
their  chiefs,  and  ufed  on  ceremo¬ 
nious  occaiions,  confiding  of  a  fea¬ 
thered  cloak  and  helmet,  which, 


in  point  of  beauty  and  magtiifi* 
cence,  is  perhaps  nearly  equal  to 
that  of  any  nation  in  the  world. 

As  this  drefs  has  been  already  de- 
feribed  with  great  accuracy  and 
minutenefs,  I  have  only  to  add, 
that  thefe  cloaks  are  made  of  dif¬ 
ferent  lengths,  in  proportion  to  the 
rank  of  the  wearer,  fome  of  them 
reaching  no  lower  than  the  middle, 
others  trailing  on  the  ground.  The 
inferior  chiefs  have  alfo  a  fhort 
cloak,  refemblmg  the  former,  made 
of  the  long  tail-feathers  of  the 
cock,  the  tropic  and  man  of  war 
birds,  with  a  broad  border  of  the 
fmall  red  and  yellow  feathers,  and 
a  collar  of  the  fame.  Others  again 
are  made  of  feathers  entirely  white, 
with  variegated  borders.  The  hel¬ 
met  has  a  ftrong  lining  of  wicker¬ 
work,  capable  of  breaking  the  blow 
of  any  warlike  indrument,  and 
feems  evidently  defigned  for  that 
purpofe. 

“  Thefe  feathered  drefles  deemed 
to  be  exceedingly  fcarce,  appro¬ 
priated  to  perfons  of  the  higheft 
rank,  and  worn  by  the  men  only# 
During  the  whole  rime  we  lay  in 
Karakakooa  Bay  we  never  faw  them 
ufed  but  on  three  occafions ;  in  the 
curious  ceremony  of  Terreeoboo’s 
firft  vidt  to  the  {hips >  by  fome 
chiefs,  who  were  feen  among  the 
crowd  on  fliore,  when  captain  Cook 
was  killed ;  and  afterward,  when 
Eappo  brought  his  bones  to  us. 

“  The  exadt  re  fetnblance  between 
this  habit  and  the  cloak  and  helmet 
formerly  worn  by  the  Spaniards, 
was  too  finking  not  to  excite  our 
curiofity  to  inquire  whether  there 
were  any  probable  grounds  for  flip- 
pofing  it  to  have  been  borrowed 
from1  them.  After  exerting  every 
means  in  our  power  of  obtaining 
information  on  this  fubjedt,  we 
found  that  they  had  no  immediate 
knowlege  of  any  other  nation  what¬ 
ever  j 
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ever  j  nor  any  tradition  remaining 
among  them  of  thefe  ihands  having 
been  ‘  ever  vilited  before  by  fuch 
{hips  as  ours.  But,  notwithftand- 
in-r  the  re  Cult  of  thefe  inquiries,  the 
uncommon  form  of  this  habit  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  a  fufficient  proof  of  its 
European  origin  ; .  efpecially  when 
added  to  another  circumftance,  that 
it  is  a  lingular  deviation  from  the 
aeneral  refemblance  in  dreis  which 
prevails  amongft  all  the  branches 
of  this  tribe,  difperfed  through  the 
South  Sea.  We  were  driven  yn- 
deed,  by  this  conclufion,  to  a  tup- 
oofition^  of  the  (hipwreck  of  forne 
buccaneer,  or  Spanifh  fiup^mthe 
neighbourhood  of  thefe  llianas. 
But*  when  it  is  recollected,  that  tne 
courfe  of  the  Spanifil  trade  from 
Acapulco  to  the  Manillas,  is  but  a 
few  degrees  to  the  Southward  of 
the  Sandwich  Illands,  in  their  pai.- 
fage  out,  and  to  the  Northward,  on 
their  return,  this  fuppofition  will 
not  appear  in  the  leak  improbable. 

4t  The  common  drefs  of  the  wo¬ 
men  bears  a  dole  refemblance  to 
that  of  the  men.  They  wrap  round 
the  waift  a  piece  ot  cloth, _  that 
reaches  half  way  down  the  thighs  ; 
and  fometimes,  in  the  cool  ot  tne 
evening,  they  appeared  with  looie 
pieces  of  fine  cloth  thrown  over 
their  fhoulders,  like  the  women  of 
Otaheite.  The  pau  is  another  dreis 
very  frequently  worn  by  the  young¬ 
er  part  of  the  fex.  It  is  made  ot 
the  thinneft  and  fined:  fort  of  cloth, 
wrapt  feveral  times  round  the  waifi, 
and  defeending  to  the  leg,  io  as  to 
have  exaCUy  the  appearance  oi  a 
full  fiiort  petticoat.  Their  hair  is 
cut  fiiort  behind,  and  turned  up 
before,  as  is  the  fafhion  among  the 
Otaheiteans  and  New  Z-ealandeis  ; 
all  of  whom  differ,  in  this  refpect, 
from  the  women  of  the  Friendly 
Illands,  who  wear  their  hair  long. 
We  faw,  indeed,  one  woman  in  Ka- 


rakakooa  Bay,  whofe  hair  was  at- 
ranged  in  a  very  lingular  manner  : 
it  ^was  turned  up  behind,  and 
brought  over  the  forehead,  and 
then  doubled  back,  lo  as  to  foim  a 
fort  of  fiiade  to  the  face,  like  a 
fmall  bonnet. 

44  Their  necklaces  are  made  of 
{hells,  or  of  a  hard,  fhining,  red 
berry.  Befides  which,  they  wear 
wreaths  of  dried  flowers  of  the  In* 
dian  mallow;  and  another  beauti¬ 
ful  ornament,  called  eraie,  which 
is  o-enerallv  put  about  the  neck, 
but  is  fometimes  tied  like  a  garland 
round  the  hair,  and/ometimes  worn 
in  both  theie  ways  at  once,  as  may 
be  feen  in  the  print  of  the  woman 
of  the  Sandwich  Illands.  It  is  a 
ruff'  of  the  thicknefs  of  a  finger, 
made,  in  a  cunoiiS  manner,  of  ex¬ 
ceedingly  fmall  feathers,  woven  io 
dole  together  as  to  form  a  luriace 
as  fmooth  as  that  of  the  richeft  vel¬ 
vet.  The  ground  was  generally  of 
a  red  colour,  with  alternate  circles 
of  green,  yellow,  and  biack.  IhAr 
bracelets,  which  were  alio  of  great 
variety,  and  very  peculiar  kinus, 
have  been  already  defenbed. 

44  At  Atooi,  fome  of  the  women 
wore  little  figures  of  the  turtle, 
neatly  formed  of  wood  or  ivory, 
tied  on  their  fingers  in  the  manner 
we  wear  rings.  Why  this  animal 
is  thus  particularly  diflinguifhed,  I 
leave  to  the  conjectures  ot  the  cu¬ 
rious.  I  here  is  alio  an  oinament 
made  of  (hells,  fattened  in  rows  on 
a  ground  of  ftrong  netting,  fo  as  to 
(trike  each  other  when  in  motion  ; 
which  both  men  and  women,  when 
they  dance,  tie  either  round  the 
arm  or  the  ancle,  or  below  the  knee. 
In  fie  ad  of  (hells  they  fometimes 
make  tile  ot  dogs  teeth,  and  a  haid. 
red  berry,  refembling  that  of  the 
holly. 

44  There  remains  to  be  mentioned 

another  ornament.  It  rs  a  kind  of 
r  '■  malk, 
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malic,  made  of  a.  large  gourd,  with 
holes  cut  in  it  for  the  eyes  and  nofe. 
The  top  was  (tuck  full  of  fmaii 
green  twigs,  which,  at  a  didance, 
had  the  appearance  of  an  elegant 
waving  plume  ;  and  from  the  lower 
part  hung  narrow  ftripes  of  cloth, 
refembling  a  beard.  We  never  law 
theie  malks  worn  but  twicei  and 
both, times  by  a  number  of  people 
together  in  a  canoe,  who  came  to 
the  hde  of  the  (Lip,  laughing  and 
drolling,  with  an  air  of  maicpie fad¬ 
ing'.  Whether  they  may  not  like- 
wife  be  ufed  as  a  defence  for  the 
head  agalnft  hones,  for  which  they 
feem  bed  deligned,  or  in  dome  of 
their  public  games,  or  be  merely 
intended  for  the  purpofes  of  mum¬ 
mery,  we  could  never  inform  o ur¬ 
ic!  ves. 

44  It  has  already  been  remarked, 
in  a  few  indances,  that  the  natives 
of  the  Sandwich  Mauds  approach 
nearer  to  the  New  /.ealanders,  in 
their  manners  and  cudoms,  than  to 
cither  of  their  lets  diftant  neigh¬ 
bours  of  the  Society  or  Friendly 
Ifiands.  This  is  in  nothing  more 
obfervabie  than  in  their  method  of 
living  together  in  final!  towns  or 
villages,  containing  from  about  one 
hundred  to  two  hundred  houfes, 
built  pretty  clofe  together,  without 
any  order,  and  having  a  winding 
path  leading  through  them.  They 
are  generally  flanked,  toward  the 
fea,  with  loofe  detached  walls, 
which  probably  are  meant  both  for 
the  purpoles  of  fhelter  and  defence. 
The  figure  of  their  houfes  has  been 
already  cfefcribed.  They  are  of 
different  fizes,  from  eighteen  feet 
by  twelve,  to  forty-five  by  twenty- 
four.  There  are  Come  of  a  Larger 
kind  ;  being  fifty  feet  long  and 
thirty  broad,  and  quite  open  at  one 
end.  Thefe,  they  told  us,  were 
detigned  for,  travellers  or  firangers, 
who  were  only  making  a  fhort  flay. 


“  In  addition  to  the  furniture 
of  their  houfes,  which  has  v  been 
accurately  deferibed  by  captain 
Cook,  I  have  only  to  add,  that  at 
one  end  are  mats  on  which  they 
iTep,  with  wooden  pillows,  or  fleep- 
ing  fiools,  exaftly  like  thole  of  the 
Chinefe.  Some  of  the  better  fort 
of  houfes  Inve  a  court-yard  before 
them,  neatly  railed  in,  with  final  let 
houfes  built  round  it,  for  their  fer- 
vants.  In  this  area  they  generally 
eat,  and  lit  during  the  dag-time* 
In  the  tides  of  the  hills,  and  among 
the  deep  rocks,  we  alfo  obferved 
fcveral  holes  or  caves,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  inhabited  :  but  as  the 
entrance  was  defended  with  wicker¬ 
work,  and  we  aifo  found,  in  the 
only  one  that  was  vifited,  a  ftorie 
fence  running  acrofs  it  within,  we 
imagine  they  are  principally  de- 
figned  for  places  of  retreat,  in  cafe 
of  an  attack  from  an  enemy. 

44  The  food' of  the  lower  clafs  of 
people  con  lifts  principally  of  fifli, 
and  vegetables  \  fuch  as  yams, 
fweet  potatoes,  tarrow,  plantains, 
fugar  canes,  and  bread-fruit.  To 
thefe  the  people  of  a  higher  rank 
add  the  fie  111  of  hogs  and  dogs, 
drafted  in  the  fame  manner  as  at 
the  Society  Iftunds.  They  alfo  eat 
fowls  of  the  fame  domeftic  kind 
with  ou.rs  ;  but  they  are  neither 
plentiful,  nor  much  efteemed  by 
them.  It  is  remarked  by  captain 
Cook,  that  the  bread-fruit  and  yams 
appeared  fcarce  amongif  them,  and 
were  reckoned  great  rarities.  Vv  e 
found  this  not  to  be  the  cafe  on  our 
fccond  vilit ;  and  it  is  therefore 
moft  probable,  that,  as  thefe  vege¬ 
tables  were  generally  planted  in  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country,  the 
natives  had  not  Lad  time  to  bring 
them  down  to  us.  during  the  fhort 
ft  ay  we  made  in  YV’yinou.  Bay.  Their 
fifh  they  fait,  and  preferve  in  gourd* 
{hells;  not,  as*  wc '  at  fir  ft  imagin'- 
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fd,  for  the  purpofe  of  providing 
•again  ft  any  temporary  fcarcity,  but 
from  the  preference  they  give  to 
faked  meats.  For  we  aifo  found, 
that  the  Erees  ufed  to  pickle  pieces 
of  pork  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
efteerned  it  a  great  delicacy.  .■ 

<<  Their  cookery  is  exadtly  of 
the  lame  fort  with  that  already  de¬ 
fended,  in  the  accounts  that  have 
been  publiflied  of  the  other  South 
Sea  illands ;  and  though  captain 
Cook  complains  of  the  fournefs  of 
their  tarrow  puddings,  yet,  in  juf* 
tice  to  the  many  excellent  meals 
they  afforded  us  in  KarakakooaBay, 
l  muff  be  permitted  to  refcue  them 
from  this  general  cenfure,  and  to 
declare  that  I  never  eat  better  even 
in  the  Friendly  Illands.  It  is  how¬ 
ever  remarkable,  that  they  had  not 
got  the  art  of  preferving  the  bread¬ 
fruit,  and  making  the  lour  paife  of 
it  called  Maihee,  as  at  the  Society 
I  {lands  5  and  it  was  ionic  fatisxac 
tion  to  usj  in  return  for  their  great 
kindnefs  and  hofpitality,  to  have  it 
in.  our  power  to  teach  them  this 
ufefui  fecret.  They  are  exceed¬ 
ingly  cleanly  at  their  meals ;  and 
their  mode  of  dreffing  both  theii 
animal  and  vegetable  food,  was  uni- 
verfaily  allowed  to  be  greatly  fupe- 
rior  to  ours.  The  chiefs  conftantly 
begin  their  meal  with  a  dofe  of  the 
extract  of  pepper-root;,  brewed  alter 
the  ufual  manner.  The  women  eat 
apart  from  the  men,  and  are  tabooed, 
or  forbidden,  as  has  been  alieady 
mentioned,  the  ufe  of  pork,  turtle, 
and  particular  kinds  of  plantains. 
However,  they  would  eat  pot  k  witn 
us  in  private  ;  but  we  could  ue\  e* 
prevail  upon  them  to  touch  the  two 
lad  articles. 

u  The  way  of  fpendmg  their 
time  appears  to  be  very  fimple,yind 
to  admit  of  little  variety.  I  hey 
rife  with  the  fun  ;  and,  after  en¬ 
joying  the  cool  of  the  evening,  re- 
1784, 


tire  to  reft  a  few  hours  after  ftm- 
let.  The  making  of  canoes  and 
mats  forms  the  occupations  of  the 
Erees  ;  the  women  are  employed  in 
manufacturing  cloth  ;  and  the  Tow- 
tows  are  principally  engaged  in  the 
plantations  and  ftfliing.  Their  idle 
hours  are  filled  up  with  various 
amufements.  Their  young  men 
and  women  are  fond  of  dancing ; 
and,  on  more  folemn  ,  oCcafions, 
they  have  boxing  and  wreftling 
matches,  after  the  manner  of  the  " 
Friendly  Illands ;  though,  in  all 
thefe  refpedfs,  they  are  much  in* 
ferior  to  the  latter. 

Their  dances  have  a  much 
nearer  refemblance  to  thofe  of  the 
New  Zealanders  than  of  the  Ota-* 
heiteans  or  Friendly  I  Handers*  They 
are  prefaced  with  a  flow,  folemn 
fonf,  in  which  all  the  party  join, 
moving  their  legs,  and  gently  link¬ 
ing  their  breads,  in  a  manner,  and 
with  attitudes,  that  are  perfectly 
eafy  and  graceful ;  and  fo  far  they 
are  the  fame  with  the  dances  of  the 
Society  Illands,  When  this  ha3 
lafted  about  ten  minutes,  both  thd 
tune  and  the  motions  gradually 
quicken,  and  end  only  by  their  in¬ 
ability  to  fupport  the  fatigue  ; 
which  part  of  the  performance  is 
the  exadt  counterpart  of  that  of  the 
New  Zealanders ;  and  (as  it  is 
among  them)  the  perfon  who  ufes 
the  moil  violent  addon,  and  holds 
out  the  longeft,  is  applauded  as  the 
bell  dancer.  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that,  in  this  dance,  the  women  only 
take  a  part,  and  that  the  dancing 
of  the  men  is  nearly  of  the  fame 
kind  with  what  we  law  of  the  final! 
parties  at  the' Friendly  illands ;  and 
which  may,  perhaps,  with  more 
propriety,  "be  called  the  accompani¬ 
ment  of  fongs,  with  correfponding 
and  graceful  motions  of  the  whole 
body.  Y et  as  we  were  fpedlarors 
of  boxing  exhibitions,  of  the  fame 
q  kind 
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kind  with  thofe  we  were  entertained 
with  at  the  Frientdy  Elands,  it  is 
probable  that  they  had  lmewile 
their  grand  ceremonious  dances,  in 
which  numbers  of  both  iexes  al- 
llded. 

«  Their  muiic  is  alfo  of  a  ruder 
kind,  having  neither  flutes  nor 
reeds,  nor  mftrume&ts  of  any  other 
fort,  that  we  law,  except  drums  of 
various  fixes.  But  their  longs, 
which  they  fung  in  parts,  and  ac¬ 
company  with  a  gentle  motion  of 
the  arms,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  Friendly  Iflanders,  had  a  very 
pleaflng  efledt. 

“  It  is  very  remarkable  that  the 
people  of  thefe  ii'iands  are  great 
gamblers.  They  have  a  game  very 
much  like  our  draughts ;  but,-  it 
one  may  judge  from  the  number  of 
fquares*  it  is  much  more  intricate. 
The  board  is  about  two  feet  long, 
and  is  divided  into  two  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  fquares,  of  which  there 
are  fourteen  in  a  row,  and  they 
make  irfe  of  black  and  white  peb¬ 
bles,  which  they  move  from  fqiiare 
to  fquare. 

44  There  is  another  game,  which 
con  fids  in  hiding  a  done  under  a 
piece  of  cloth,  which  one  of  the 
parties  fpreads  out,  and  rumples  in 
i'uch  a  manner,  that  the  place  where 
the  done  lies  is  difficult  to  be  diflin- 
guiflied.  The  amtagonifly  with  a 
flick.,  then  {hikes  the  part  of  the 
cloth  where  he  imagines  the  done 
to  be  ;  and  as  the  chances  are,  upon 
the  whole,  conflderahly  again d  his 
hitting  it,  odds,  of  all  degrees,  va¬ 
rying  with  the  opinion  of  the  fkill 
of  the  parties,  are  laid  on  the  fide 
of  him  who  hides. 

44  B elides  thefe  games,  they  fre¬ 
quently  amufe  themfelves  with  rac¬ 
ing-matches  between  the  boys  and 
girls  ;  and  here  again  they  wager 
with  great  fpirit.  I  faw  a  man  in 
a  mol  violent  rage,  tearing  his- 
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hair,  and  bea’ing  has  bread,  after 
lohng  three  hatchets  at  one  of  thefe 
races,  which  he  had  juft  before; 
purchased  bom  us  with  half  his? 
fubftance. 

“  Swimming  is  not  only  a  necef- 
f.iry  art,,  in  which  both  their  men 
and  women  are  more  expert  than 
any  people  we  had  hitherto  feen, 
but  a  favourite  diverfion  amongft 
them.  One  particular  mode,  in 
which  they  fomet  hires  amufed  them¬ 
felves  with  this  exereiie,  in  Kara- 
kakooa  Bay,  appeared  to  us  mod 
perilous  and  extraordinary,  and 
well  deferring  a  ditiinff  relation. 

44  The  fur f,  which  breaks  on  the 
coad  round  the  bay,  extends  to  the 
didance  of  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  from  the  ftiore,  within 
which  fpnee,  the  furges  of  the  lea, 
accumulating  from  the  fhallownefs 
of  the  water,  are  dallied  again  ft  the 
beach  with  prodigious  violence. 
Whenever,  from  ftormy  weather, - 
or  any  extraordinary  fwell  at  feay 
the  impetuoliry  of  the  furf  is  hN 
creafed  to  its  utrnoft  height,  they 
choofe  that  time  for  this,  amufe- 
ment,  which  is  performed  in  the 
following  manner.  Twenty  or 
thirty  of  the  natives,  taking  each  a 
long  narrow  board,-  rounded  at  the 
ends,  fet  out  together  from  the 
fhore.  The  fird  wave  they  meet 
they  plunge  under,  and  fuffering  it 
to  roll  over  them,  rife  again  beyond 
it,  and  make  the  Bed  of  their  way 
by  fwimming  out  into  the  fea.  The 
fecond  wave  is  encountered  in  the 
fame  manner  with  the  fird  ;  the 
great  difficulty  confiding  in  feizirrg 
the  proper  moment  of  diving  under 
ir,  which,  if  miffed,  the  perfon  is 
caught  by  the  furf,  and  driven  back 
again  with  great  violence  ;  and  all 
his  dexterity  is  then  required  to 
prevent  himfelf  from  being  dallied' 
againft  the  rocks.  As  foon  as  they 
have  gained,  by  thefe  repeated  efl. 

fails 
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forts,  the  fmootli  water  beyond  the 
flirt,  they  lay  themfelves  at  length 
ton  their  board,  and  prepare  for 
then*  return.  As  the  turr  confifts 
or  a  number  of  waves,  of  which 
every  third  is  remarked  to  be  al¬ 
ways  much  larger  than  the  others, 
and  to  flow  higher  on  the  fliore,  the 
reft  breaking  in  the  intermediate 
{pace,  their  fir  ft  objedt  is  to  place 
themfelves  on  the  lummit  of  the 
iarg*eift  furge,  by  which  they  are 
driven  along  with  amazing  rapidity 
toward  the  fliore.  If  by  millake 
they  fhouici  place  themfelves  on  one 
of  the  fraalier  wave;,  which  breaks 
before  they  reach  the  land,  or  fhould 
not  be  able  to  keep  their  plank  in  a 
proper  direction  on  the  top  of  the 
dwell,  they  are  left  ex  poled  to  the 
fury  of  the  next,  and,  to  avoid  it, 
are*  obliged  again  to  dive  and  regain 
the  place  from  which  they  fet  out. 
Thofe  who  fuceeed  in  their  object 
of  reaching  the  fliore,  have  ftill 
the  greareft  danger  to  encounter. 
The  coaft  being  guarded  by  a  chain 
of  rocks,  with  here  and  there  a 
fmali  opening  between  them,  they 
are  obliged  to  fleer  their  board 
through  one  of  thefe,  or,  in  cafe 
of  failure,  to  quit  it,  berore  they 
reach  the  rocks,  and*  plunging  un¬ 
der  the  wave,  make  the  beft  of  their 
Wav  back  again.  This  is  reckoned 
very  difgraceful,  and  is  aifb  at¬ 
tended  with  the  lofs  of  the  board, 
which  I  have  often  feen,  with  great 
terror,  dfuhed  to  pieces*  at  the  very 
moment  the  if  lander  quitted  it.  The 
bo  1  fin  efs  and  add  refs,  with  which  we 
ftaW  them  perform  thefe  difficult  and 
dangerous  manoeuvres,  was  altoge¬ 
ther  afttoni  filing,  and  is  fcarcely  to 
be  credited. 

An  accident,  of  which  I  was  a 
near  fpedlator,  (hews  at  how  early 
a  period  they  are  fo  far  familiarized 
to  the  waver,  as  both  to  lofe  all  fears 


of  it,  and  to  fet  its  dangers  at  de-* 
fiance.  A  canoe  being  overfet,  in 
Which  was  a  woman  with  her  child¬ 
ren,  one  of  them,  an  infant,  who, 

I  am  convinced,  was  not  more  than, 
four  years  old,  feenled  highly  de- 
lighted  with  what  had  happened, 
fwimrciing  about  at  its  eafe,  and 
playing*  a  hundred  tricks,  till  the 
canoe  was  put  to  rights  again. 

44  Befides  the  amufements  I  have 
already  mentioned,  the  young  child¬ 
ren  have  one,  which  was  much 
played  at,  and  fllewed  no  fmall  de- 
gree  of  dexterity.  They  take  a 
(Port  flick,  with  a  peg  fliarpened  at 
both  ends,  running  through  one 
extremity  of  it,  and  extending  about 
an  inch  on  each  fide  ;  and  throw¬ 
ing  up  a  ball  made  of  green  leaves 
moulded  together,  and  fecured  with 
twine,  they  catch  it  on  the  point 
of  the  peg ;  and  immediately  thrown 
ing  it  up  again  bom  the  peg*  they* 
turn  the  flick  round,  and  thus  keep 
catching  it  on  each  peg  alternately* 
without  milling  it,  for  a  confider** 
able  time.  They  are  not  lefs  ex¬ 
pert  at  another  game  of  the  fame 
nature,  toiling  up  in  the  air,  and 
catching  in  their  turns  a  number 
of  thefe  balls  ;  fo  that  we  frequent¬ 
ly  faw  little  children  thus  keep  in. 
motion  five  at  a  time.  With  this 
latter  play  the  young  people  like- 
wife  divert  themfelves  at  the  Friend¬ 
ly'  I  (kinds. 

u  The  great  refemblanCe  which 
prevails  in  the  inode  of  agriculture 
and  navigation*  amongft  all  the  In¬ 
habitants  of  the  South  Sea  i (lands, 
leaves  me  very  little  to  add  on  thofis 
heads.  Captain  Cook  has  already 
defended  the  figure  of  the  canoes 
we  law  at  Atooi.  Thofe  of  the 
other  i [lands  were  precifely  the 
fame  ;  and  the  largeft  we  faw  was  a 
double  canoe  belongi  ng  to  Terreeo- 
boo,  which  meafured  feventy  feet 
G  2  ia 
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in  length,  three  and  a  halt  in  depth, 
and  twelve  in  breadth  5  and  each 
was  hollowed  out  of  one  tree. 

4 4  The  progrefs  they  have  made 
in  fcul pt ure,  their  kill  in  painting 
cloth,  and  their  manufacturing  of 
mats,  have  been  all  particulaily 
deferibed.  The  moft  curious  fpe- 
eimens  of  the  former, .  which  we 
faw  during  our  fecond  viiit,  are  the 
bowls,  in  which  the  chiefs  drink 
ava.  Thefe  are  ufually  about  eight 
or  ten  inches  in  diameter,  perfectly 
round,  and  beautifully  polilhed. 
They  are  fupported  by  three,  and 
fometimes  four  fmall  human  figures, 
in  various  attitudes.  Some  of  them 
reft  on  the  hands  of  their  fuppoit- 
ers,  extended  over  the  head  ;  others 
o-n  the  head  and  hands  ;  and  iome 
on  the  fiioulders.  The  figures,  I 
am  told,  are  accurately  proportion¬ 
ed,  and  neatly  finifhed,  and  even 
the  anatomy  of  the-  mufcles,..  in  (up- 
porting  the  weight,  well  exprefied. 

u  Their  cloth  is  made  oi  the 
fame  materials,  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  at  the  Friendly  and  So¬ 
ciety  Illands.  That  which  is  de- 
figned  to  be  painted,  is  of  a  thick 
and  firong  texture,  feveral  folds 
being  beat  and  incorporated  toge¬ 
ther  ;  after  which  it  is  cut  in 
breadths,  about  two  or  three  feet 
wide,  and  is  painted  in  a  variety  of 
patterns,  with  a  cemprehenfive- 
nefs  and  regularity  of  defign,  that 
befpeaks  infinite  taile  and  fancy. 
The  exa&nefs  with  which  the  moft 
intricate  patterns  are  continued,  is 
the  more  furprifing,  when  we  con¬ 
sider  that  they  have  no  ftamps,  and 
that  the  whole  is  done  by  the  eye, 
with  pieces  of  bamboo  cane  dipped 
in  paint ;  the  hand  being  fupport¬ 
ed  by  another  piece  of  the  cane,  in 
the  manner  pnuftifed  by  our  paint¬ 
ers.  Their  colours  are  extracted 
from  the  fame  berries*  aqd  other 
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vegetable  fub dances,  as  at  Ota” 
heite,  which  have  been  already  de¬ 
feribed  by  former  voyagers. ^ 

44  The  bufinefs  of  painting  be¬ 
longs  entirely  to  the  women,  and  is 
called  kipparee  ;  and  it  is  remark¬ 
able,  that  they  always .  gave  the 
fame  name  to  our  writing.  The 
young  women  would  often  take  the 
pen  out  of  our  hands,  and  fhew  us, 
that  they  knew  the  ufe  of  it  as  well 
as  we  did  ;  at  the  fame  time  tell¬ 
ing  us,  that  our  pens  were  not  fo 
good  as  theirs.  They  looked  uponi 
a  flieet  of  written  paper  as  -a  piece 
of  cloth  ftriped  after  the  faftiibn  pf  . 
our  country  ;  and  it  was, not'  with¬ 
out  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  -we 
could  make  them  underftand,  ‘that* 
our  figures  had  a  meaning  in  them 
which  theirs  had  not. 

44  Their  mats  are  made  of  the 
leaves  of  the  pandanus,  and,  as 
well  as  their  cloths,  are  beautifully 
worked  in  a  variety  of  patterns,  and 
ft ai ned  of  different  colours.  Some 
hav®  a  ground  of  pale  green,  fpot~ 
ted  with  fquares,  or  romboids,  of 
red  ;  others  are  of  a  ftraw  colour, 
•lpotted  with  green  ;  and  others  ar@ 
worked  with  beautifu-l  ftripes,  either 
in  ftraight  or  waving  lines  of  red 
and  brown..  In  this  article  of  ma- 
nufa&ure,  whether  we  regard  the 
ftrength,  finenefs*  or  beauty,  they 
certainly  excel  the  whole  world. 

44  Their  fifhing-hooks  are  made 
of  mother-of-pearl,  bone,  or  wood, 
pointed  and  barbed  with  fmall 
bones,  or  tortoife-fhell.  They  are 
of  various  fizes  and  forms ;  but  the 
moft  common  are  about  two  or  three 
inches  long,  and  made  in  the  (bape 
of  a  fmall  fiffi,  which  ferves  as  a 
bait,  having  a  bunch  of  feathers 
tied  to  the  head  or  tail.  Thofe 
with  which  they  fifh  for  (harks  are 
of  a  very  large  fize,  being  gene¬ 
rally  fix  or  eight  inches  long.  Com 
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fleering  the  materials  of  which 
thefe  hooks  are  made,  their  ftrength 
and  neatnefs  are  really  aftonilhing; 
and,  in  faff,  we  found  them, 
upon  trial,  much  iupenoi  to  our 

own.  s 

<■  4  The  line  which  they  ufe  tor 

hilling,  for  making  nets, .  and  for 
other  domeftic  purpofes,  is  of  dif¬ 
ferent  degrees  ot  fineneis,  and  is 
<made  of  the  bark  of  me  touta,  or 
cloth  tree,  neatly  and  evenly  twill¬ 
ed,  in  the  fame  manner  as  our  com¬ 
mon  twine,  andi  may  be  -continued 
to  any  length.  They  have  a  finer 
;  fort,  made"  of  the  bark  of  a  fmall 
fhrub  called  areemah  ;  and  the  fined 
is  ntciae  of  human  hair  ;  but  this 
laft  is  chiefly  ufed  for  things  of  or¬ 
nament.  They  alfo.make  cordage 
of  a  ftronger  kind,  for  the  rigging 
of  their  canoes,  from  the  fibrous 
coatings  of  the  cocoa-nuts.  Some 
of  this  we  purchaled  lor  our  own 
ufe,  and  found  it  well  adapted  to 
the  fmaller  kinds  of  running  rig” 
ging.  They  likevvife  make  another 
fort  of  cordage,  which  is  flat,  and 
exceedingly  Among,  and  ufed  prin¬ 
cipally  in  lading  the  roofing  of  their 
houfips,  or  whatever  they.wifti  to 
fallen  tight  together.  This  laft  is 
not  twilled  like  the  former  forts, 
but  is  made  of  the  fibrous  firings,  of 
the  cocoa-nut’s  coat,  plaited  with 
the  fingers,  in  the  manner  our  bail¬ 
ors  make  their  points  for  the  reef- 
in  a  of  fails. 

«  The  gourds,  which  grow  to 
fo  enormous  a  fize,  that  iome  of 
them  are  capable  of  containing 
from  ten  to  twelve  gallons,  are  ap¬ 
plied  to  all  manner  of  dome  lie 
purpofes  ;  and  in  order  to  fit  them 
the  ’  better  to  their  refpeaive  ufes, 
they  have  the  ingenuity  to  give 
them  different  forms,  by  tying 
bandages  round  them  during  their 
growth.  Thus  feme  of  them  are 
of  a  long  cylindrical  form,  as  bell 


adapted  to  contain  the ii  -a fifing’ 
tackle  ;  others,  are  of  a  djfti  form, 
and  thefe  lerve  to  hold  their  fait, 
and  failed  provilions,  their  pud¬ 
dings,  vegetables,  &c.  which  two 
forts  have  neat  clofe  covers,  made 
likewife  of  the  gourd  ;  others  again 
are  exa&ly  the  fhape.  of  a  bottle 
with  a  long  neck,  and  in  thefe  they 
keep  their  water.  They  have  like- 
wile  a  method  of  fcoring  them  with 
a  heated  inftrument,  io  as  to  give 
them  the  appearance  of  being  paint¬ 
ed,  in  a  variety  or  neat  and  ele¬ 
gant  defigns.  a 

Among  ft  their  arts,  we  mult 

not  forget  that  of  making  fait, 
with  which  we  were  amply  f up- 
plied  during  our  ftay  at  thele 
iilands,  and  which  was  peTeoay 
good  of  its  kind.  Their  fa’ t  pans 
are  made  of  earth,  lined  with  ci  >y  ; 
being  generally  fix  or  eight  beet 
fquare,  and  about  eight  inches 
deep.  They  are  railed  upon  a  bank 
of  ftones  near  the  high  water  mark, 
from  whence  the  fait  water  is  con¬ 
ducted  to  the  foot  ot  them  m  ima 
trenches,  out  of  which,  they  aie 
filled,  and  the  fun  quickly  per¬ 
forms  the  neceflary  procefs  of  eva- 
pot  ation.  The  fait  we  procured  at 
Atooi  and  Oneeheow,  on  oui  yn 
vi tit,  was  of  a  bro.vn  and  duty 
fort;  but  that  which  wc  alter  warn 
o-ot  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  was  white, 
and  of  a  moil  excellent  quality, 
and  in  great  abundance,  qeiidcs 
the  quantity  wc  uled  in  baiting 
pork,  we  filled  all  our  empty  calk, 
amounting  to  iixteen  puncheons, 
in  the  Resolution  only. 

4*  Their  inftruments  of  war  are 
fpears  ;  daggers,  called  pahooas  ; 
clubs ;  ^and  flings.  The  fpears  are 
of  two  forts,  and  made  oi  a  hard 
folid  wood,  which  has  much  the 
appearance  of  mahogany.  One  fort 
is  from  fix  to  eight  feet  in  length, 
finely  noliftied,  and  gradually  m- 
q  %  '  creating 
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creating  in  thick  npfs  from  the  ex¬ 
tremity  till  within  about  half  a  foot 
of  the  point,  which  tapers  fud- 
denly,  and  is  furnifhed  with  four 
or  tix  rows  of  barbs.  It  is  not  im¬ 
probable  that  thefe  might  be  ufed 
in  the  way  of  darts.  The  other 
fort,  with  which  we  faw  the  war¬ 
riors  at  Owhyhee  and  Atooi  moftly 
armed,  are  twelve  or  fifteen  feet 
long,  and,  intiead  of  being  barbed, 
terminate  toward  the  point,  like 
their  daggers. 

“  The  dagger,  or  pahooa,  is 
p\d,dp  of  he, pry  black  wood,  re- 


fembling  ebony.  Its  length 
from  one  to  two  feet,  with  a  firing 
paffing  through  the  handle,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fufpending  it  to  the 
arm, 

44  The  clubs  are  made  indiffer¬ 
ently  of  feveral  forts  of  wood. 
They  are  of  rude  workmanfhip,  and 
of  a  variety  ot  fhapes  and  fizes. 

44  The  flings  have  nothing  lin¬ 
gular  about  them,  and  in  no  re- 
1  petit  differ  from  our  common  flings, 
except  that  the  ffone  is  lodged  on  a 
piece  of  matting  mftead  of  leg- 
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On  the  AUTHORITY  of  HOMER,  as  an  HISTORIAN 
[From  Mr.  Mi  t for  p's  Hiftory  of  Greece.] 


*<  OUCH  then  were  the  Trojan 
*3  war  and  its  consequences, 
according  to  the  belt  of  the  uncon¬ 
nected  and  defective  accounts  re¬ 
maining,  among  which  thofe  of  Ho¬ 
rner  have  always  held  the  fir  ft  rank. 
The  authority,  however,  of  the 
preat  poet  as  an  hiftonan  lias  <n 
modern  times  been  varioufly  efti- 
mated,  Among  the  ancients  it  uas 
lets  queftioned.  As  it  is  ^  of  tne 
higheft  importance  to  the  hidory  o. 
the  early  ages  that  ft  fliould  nave  ns 
due  weight,  I  will  mention  here 
fome  of  the  principal  circumitances 
of  proof  in  its  favour  ;  others  will 
occur  hereafter.  In  Homer’s  age 
then,  it  fliould  be_  remembered, 
poets  were  the  only  hiftorians  ;  from 
which  though  it  does  not  at  all  fol¬ 
low  that  poets  would  always  lciur 
puloufly  adhere  to  trutji,  yet  it  ne- 
icffarily  follows,  that  veracity  in 
hiftorical  narration  would  make  a 
large  ft  rare  of  a  poet's  merit  in  pubr 
lie  opinion  :  a  circumftance  which 
the  common  ufe  of  written  records 
and  prole  hiftories  inftantly  and  to¬ 
tally  altered.  rI  he  probability,  ant 
the  very  remarkable  conftftency  of 
Homer’s  hiftorical  anecdotes,  vmi- 
.oufty  di (per fed  as  they  are  among 
his  poetical  details  and  embellifh- 
m£MSf  form  a  fecond  and  powerful 


teftimony.  Indeed  the  connection 
and  the  clearnefs  of  Grecian  _ hif¬ 
tory  through  the  very  early  times 
of  which  Horner  has  treated,  ap¬ 
pear  extraordinary,  when  compar¬ 
ed  with  the  darknefs  and  uncertainty 
that  begin  ^n  the  inftant  of  our  lof? 
intr  his  guidance*  and  continue 
through  ages.  In  confirmation  then 
of  this  prelumpdve  evidence,  we 
have  very  complete  pofitive  proof 
of  the  only  point  that  could  admit 
of  it,  his  geography  $  which  has 
Wonderfully  ftood  the  moft  fci  tipu? 
lous  inquiries  from  thofe  who  were 
every  way  qualified  to  make  them. 
From  all  thefe,  with  perhaps  other 
con  lid-era tiqns,  followed  wnat  we 
may  add  in  the  fourth  place,  tne 
credit  paid  to  Homer’s  hiftory  by 
the  molt  judicious  prole-writers  of 
antiquity*  and  among  the  early 
ones  particularly  by  I  hucydides. 
But  the  very  fame  of  the  principal 
perfons  and  even’s  celebrated  by 
Homer  feems  to  have  led  fome  to 
queftion  their  reality.  Perhaps  it 
may  not  be  an  improper  digreilioii 
here  to  bring  to  the  reader’s  recol¬ 
lection  a  pafiage  in  the  hiftory  of 
the  Britifti  iftands,  bearing  fo  clo!e 
an  analogy  to  fome  ot  the  moft  re¬ 
markable "circumitances  in  Homer’s 

hiftory,  that,  it  affords  no  inconli- 
q  a  derabU 
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derable  collateral  fupport  to  that 
poet’s  authority  as  a  faithful  relater 
of  faffts,  and  painter  of  manners. 
Exploits  like  that  of  Paris  were,  in 
the  twelfth  century,  not  uncommon 
in  Ireland.  In  a  lower  line  they 
have4  been  frequent  there  Hill  in  our 
days ;  but  in  that  age  popular  opH 
nion  was  io  favourable  to  them,  that 
even  princes,  like  Jafon  and  Paris, 
gloried  in  fuch  proofs  of  their  gal¬ 
lantry  and  ipirit.  Derinot,  king  of 
Leinder,  accordingly  formed  adelign 
on  Dervorghal,  a  celebrated  beauty, 
wife  of  O’Ruark,  king  of  Leitrim  j 
'and,  between  force  and  fraud,  he 
Succeeded  in  carrying  her  off.  O’Ru¬ 
ark  refented  the  affront,  as  might  be 
expected.  He  procured  a  confede¬ 
racy  of  neighbouring  chieftains, 
with  the  king  of  Connaught,  the 


mod  powerful  prince  of  Ireland,  at 
their  head.  Leinder  was  invaded, 
the  princefs  was  recovered,  and, 
after  hodiiities  continued  with  va¬ 
rious  fuccefs  during  many  years, 
Dermot  was  expelled  from  his  king- 
dom.  Thus  far  the  refeihblance 
holds  with  much  exaftnefs.  The 
fequel  differs  :  for  the  rape  of  Der¬ 
vorghal,  beyond  companion  infe¬ 
rior  in  celebrity,  had  yet  confe- 
quences  far  more  important  than 
the  rape  of  Helen.  The  fugitive 
Dermot,  deprived  off  other  hope, 
applied  to  the  powerful  monarch  of 
the  neighbouring  ifland,  Henry  the 
Second  ;  and  in  return  for  alTidanCfc 
to  redore  him  to  his  dominions,  of¬ 
fered  to  hold  them  in  vaffalage  ot 
the  crown  of  England.  The  Eng- 
lidi  conqued  of  Ireland  followed. 


On  the  ACCEPTATION  of  the  Word  “  TYRANT,”  among  the 
;  ■  -  i  ANCIENT  GRECIANS. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


HpHE  term  Tyrant,  among  the 
A  Greeks,  had  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  fignification  from  what  it  now 
bears  in  all  modern  languages.  It 
meant  a  citizen  of  a  republic,  who 
by  any  means  acquired  fovertignty 
over  his  fellowTcitizens.  Many  of 
the  Grecian  tyrants  were  men  of 
extraordinary  virtue,  who  ufed  their 
power  in  drift  conformity  to  eda- 
blifhed  law,  and  very  advantage- 
oufly  for  the  people  they  governed, 
Thus  they  differed  widely  from  Ty¬ 
rants  in  the  modern  acceptation  of 
the  word.  But  fome  even  were 
raifed  to  the  dignity  of  tyrant  by  a 
voluntary  decree  of  the  people  them- 
felves.  Plutarch  mentions  particu¬ 
larly  Tynnondas  thus  elefted  by  the 
Euboeans,  and  Pitticus  by  the  My- 
lyfenreans;  and  he  fays  the  Athe¬ 


nians  would  fo  have  elefted  Solon. 
Ufurper  therefore  is  not  a  convert¬ 
ible  term  :  though  in  general  the 
Grecian  tyrants  were  ufurpers. 
Without  a  favouring  party  among 
the  people,  no  man  could  rife  to 
the  tyranny  :  therefore  a  man  of 
umverfaj.  bad  ,  charafter  could  not 
become  a  tyrant.  But  the  violence 
of  faftion  among  the  Greeks  was 
extreme  :  *  enormous  feverities  were 
frequently  praftifed  againd  a  defeat¬ 
ed  party :  perhaps  mod  enormous 
when  the  prevailing  one  was  not 
headed  by  a  tyrant ;  who  might 
have  authority  to  redrain  private 
malice  and  check  popular  fury.  A 
citizen,  however,  irregularly  raifed 
to  fovereignty  over  his  fellow-citi¬ 
zens,  would  often  find  himfelf  very 
jniecurs  in  his  exaltation,  popular 

favouy 
»  .  «■ .  f 
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favour,  and  party  favour,  which  is 
a  more  confined  popular  favour,  are 
extremely  liable  to  fluctuate.  x>ut 
firm  nets  is  neceffary  to  command  ; 
and  even  great  abilities  united  with 
fortunate  circum fiances  would  with 
difficulty,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  avoid 
the  neceffity  of'  occaiional  feverity  ; 
weak  minds  and  moroie  tempers 
would  naturally  fall  into  cruelty. 
The  outcry  againfl  tyrants  then  has 
been  firfl  railed  by  the  disappoint¬ 
ment  of  faction  ;  for  among  the  an¬ 
cients  the  appellation  was  arbitra¬ 
rily  applied  ;  the  perfon  to  whom 


it  was  given  being  often  really  no 
more  than  the  leader  of  a  fadtion  j 
and  fometimes,  as  we  have  juft  feen, 
a  fovereign  by' the  beft  of  all  rights, 
the  voice  of  the  people.  But  molt 
commonly  tyrants  were  more  or  lefs 
ufurpers  of  power  which  the  laws 
of  their  country  forbad ;  and  too 
frequent  feverides  were  ufed,  lome- 
times  atrocious  crimes  perpetrated, 
to  acquire  that  power  or  to  retain 
it.  Hence  alone  the  modern  ac¬ 
ceptation  of  the  term  Tyrant,  from 
which  it  is  neceffary  to  diftinguifh 
the  ancient.” 
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[From  the  Hiftoricai  and  Critical  Dif 
James  the  Firfl,  King  ot  hcoTLA 
of  that  Monarch.] 

nHHIS  ancient  poem  has,  by  men 

A  of  tafle,  always  been  efleem- 
ed  a  valuable  velique  of  the  old  Scot- 
tifh  poetry.  For  the  poetical  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  time,  tne  ludicious 
deferipdons,  and  the  free  vein  °f 
genuine  wit  and  humour  which  runs 
through  it,  it  is,  even  at  this  day, 
read  with  pleafure.  It  mull  be  va-^ 
lu able,  were  its  only  merit  that-ol 
being  defcnptive  oi  the  humoui  and 
manners  of  the  country  350  years 
ago. 

“  lam  aware,  that  the  general¬ 
ity  of  late  writers  have  attributed 
this  poem  to  that  gallant  prince 
James  V.  who  was  aho  a  poet.  1 
ihall  examine  this  point ;  and  1  hope 
I  fhall  be  able,  nottvithftanding 
many  great  authorities  to  the  con¬ 
trary,  to  make  it  evident,  that 
James  I.  was  the  author  of  Chrift’s 

Kirk  of  the  Green. 

44  I  fliall  begin,  by  dating  the 
authorities  which  give  this  poem  to 
king  James  V» 


ertation  on  the  Life  and  Writings  of 
ND,  prefixed  to  the  Poetical  Remains 

44  The  oldefl  of  thefe,  fo  far  as 
I  have  been  able  to  difeover,  is  that 
of  bifhop  Edmund  Gibfon,  who. 
Anno  1691,  publiftied  an  edition  at 
Oxford  of  the  poem  of  Chrift’s 
Kirk  of  the  Green,  with  learned 
notes.  The  title  wffiich  the  bifhop 
gives  his  book,  is  ‘ 4  Chrift’s  Kirk 
on  the  Green,  compofed,  as  is  1  up- 
poled,  by  king  James  V.”— And, 
in  an  elegant  Latin  pieface  to  this 
poem,  he  thus  writes,  “  G rat u lor 
tibi  le&or,  et  Mufis,  regem  in  Par- 
naffo,  non  infeliciter  fomniantem.— 
De  |acobi,  ejus  nominis  apud.Sco- 
tos  Quinti,  familia,  eruditions, 
lcientia  militari,  confulenffi  funt 
hiftoricorum  annales,  Principem 
autem  hunc  poelin  deperiiffe,  nil 
mirum  :  commune  id  illi,  cum  au- 
guftiffirnis  aliis  viris,  qui  haud  pauci 
carmen  in  deliciis  habuere.” 

44  The  next  authority  is  the  edi¬ 
tor  of  the  laft  edition  of  Gavin 
Douglas’s  Tranflation  of  Virgil's 
/Ends,  publifhed  at  Edinburgh, 

.  .  ■  v  •  1?  io» 


£ic6] 


Of  CHRIST’S  KIRK  of  the  GREEEN. 


1710,  who,  in  his  preface,  thus 
mentions  this  poem  ;  44  with  notes 
published  at  Oxford  fome  years  ago, 
by  a  celebrated  writer  on  the  fam¬ 
ous  poem  of  king  James  V.  enti¬ 
tled,  Ch rift’s  Kirk  on  the  Green.” 

“  On  the  fame  fide  is  Tanner, 
bifhop  of  St.  Afaph,  who,  in  his 
Bibliotheca  Britannico  -  Hibernica, 
fub  voce  Jacobi  Quinti,  Regis  Sco- 
t iae,  mentions  the  poem  of  Chrift’s 
Kirk  of  the  Green  a's  written.  by 
that  prince,  and  adds,  44  Rdidit, 
notifque  illuftravit  cl  Edmond  Gib- 
fon,  Oxen,  1691.”  Tanner’s  Bi¬ 
bliotheca  was  publifhed  fo  late  as 
the  year  \  748. 

Thefe  are  the  only  ancient  and 
pofitive  authorities  that  I  have  teen, 
which  attribute  this  poem  to  king 
James  V.  I  (hall  ium  up  the  whole 
arguments  on  that  fide  ot  the  quel- 
fion  from  an  author  of  ftill  greater 
weight  than  any  of  the  above,  that 
is,  the  learned  Sir  David  Dalrym- 
ple,  lord  Hailes,  whofe  opinion, 
although  he  candidly  does  not  de¬ 
cide,  is  on  the  fame  iide  with  the 
above  authors. 

“  Lord  Hailes  argues  thus, 

“  Firft,  Major,  in  his  life  of  king 
James  I.  mentions  feveral  pieces 
written  bv  that  prince,,  but  fays  no¬ 
thing  of  Chrift’s  Kirk  of  the  Green. 

44  Secondly,  The  poem  mentions 
“  Peebles  at  "the  Play, which  lord 
Hailes  is  of  opinion  relates  to  a  more 
modern  sera  than  the  age  ot  king 
James  I.  ;  And, 

5  “  Laftly,  Bifhop  Qibfon  and  bi- 
fliop  Tanner,  and  the  editor  of  Ga¬ 
vin  Douglas’s  Virgil,  all  agree  in 
attributing  the  poem  of  Chrift’s 
Kirk  of  the  Green  to  king  James  V. 

a  I  fhall  attempt  to  anlwer  thele 
arguments  in  their  order  ;  and  to 
the  firft, 

That  Major,  who  mentions 
two  or  three  pieces,  laid  to  be  com¬ 
peted  by  king  Janies  I.  docs  not 
o 


mention  the  poem  of  Chrift’s  Kirk, 
is  an  argument  entirely  negative, 
and  can  infer  no  direA  concluftori 
that  king  James  I.  might  not  have 
been  the  author  of  that  poem,  as 
well  as  of  feveral  other  pieces  not 
mentioned  by  Major,  of  which,  for 
certain,  he  was  the  author,  viz* 
Rythmi  Latini,  et  de  Mufica,  men¬ 
tioned  by  Dempfter,  and  fome  other 
poems  mentioned  by  other  authors. 
Major  does  not  pretend  to  give  a 
full  enumeration  of  the  works  of 
James,  but,  after  mentioning  two 
or  three  of  his  pieces,  adds,  44  Et 
plurimi  codices,  adhuc  apud  Sca- 


tos. 

“  To  the  fecond,  as  to  the  sera 
of  the  plays  of  Peebles  :  The  an- 
niverfary  games  or  plays  at  Peebles 
are  of  fo  high  antiquity,  that,  at 
this  day,  it  is  only  from  tradition, 
joined  to  a  few  remains  of  antiquity, 
that  we  can  form  any  conjecture 
refpeCting  the  age  of  their  ,inftitn- 
tion,  or  even  trace  the  veftiges  of 
what  thefe  games  were.  Any  ar¬ 
gument,  therefore,  deduced  from 
the  aera  of  the  inftitution  of  the 
plays  at  Peebles,  inclines  to  the  op- 
poftte  fide  from  lord  Hailes.  That 
this  town,  fit ua ted  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tweed,  in  a  paftoral  country, 
abounding  with  game,  was  much 
reforted  to  by  our  ancient  Scottifli 
princes,  is  certain.  King  Alexan¬ 
der  III.  is  laid  to  have  had  a  hunt¬ 
ing  feat  here ;  the  place  where  it 
flood  is  ftill  pointed  out.  We  are 
told  by  Boetius,  that  the  n  so¬ 
il  a  fiery  of  Crofs  Church,  now  ill 
ruins,  was  built  by  that  prince  ; 
and  anciently  our  princes  occafioti- 
ally  took  up  their  refidence  in  the 
religions  houlcs.  Contiguous  to  it 
is  a  piece  of  ground,  of  old  iui> 
rounded  with  walls,  and  ftill  caked 
the  King’s  Orchard  ;  and  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river  is  the 
King’s  Green.  Tire  plays  were 
"  probably 
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probably  the  golf,  a  game  peculiar 
to  the  Scots,  foot-ball,  and  {hoot¬ 
ing  for  prizes  with  bow  and  arrow. 
The  (hooting  butts  ftiil  remain. 
Afthery,  within  the  memory  of 
man,  was  kept  up  at  Reebles  ;  and 
an  ancient  filler  prize  arrow,  with 
feveral  old  medallions  appended  to 
it,  as  I  am  informed,  is  Hill  pre¬ 
served  in  the  town-houie  ot  hee¬ 
bies. 

<*  And  to  the  laft  argument,  to 
wit,-,  the  authorities  of  biihops  Gib- 
fon  and  Tanner,  and  the  editoi  oc 
Gavin  Douglas’s  Virgil,  all  or 
whom  attribute  the  above  poesy  to 
king  James  V.  Ail  thefe  writers 
are  fo  modern,  and  io  remote  lrom 
the  age  of  James  I.  or  even  of 
James  V.  that  they  can  prove  no¬ 
thing.  The  old  ell:  of  thefe  wri¬ 
ters,  fctfhop  Gib fon,  did  rot  pub- 
lifti  his  book  till  the  year  1691,  that 
is,  149  years  after  the  death  of 
king  James  V .  and  2^0  veais  axtei 
the  death  of  king  James  x.  I'> slides 
Gib:  bn,  upon  whole  bare  albert  ion 
the  other  two  later  writers  probe  1- 
fedly  rely,  fpeaks  but  dubioufly  ; 
his  words,  as  on  the  title  page  of 
the  poem,  are,  a  Competed,  as  it 
is  fuppoled,  by  king  James  V .’ 

*<•  Having  thus  lliown  the  nifut- 
Helen cv'  of  "the  arguments  and  au¬ 
thorities  which  attribute  this  poem 
,  to  king  James  V.  I  now  proceed  to 
prove  that  it  was  undoubtedly  the 

work  of  king  James  I. 

“  The  molt  ancient  telhmony 

for  this  opinion,  is  that  of  Mr. 
George  Banantyne,  to  whole  tafte 
and  mduftry  we  owe  a  MS.  col¬ 
lection  of  many  fine  old  Scottifh 
poems  prior  to  the  year  1  e68,  which 
is  the  date  of  his  manuicript. 

44  In  Banantynes  book,  the  fit  ft 
poem  in  point  of  antiquity  ,  is  Chi  ill  a 
Kirk  of  the  Green,  which  at  the 
end  of  it,  as  was  the  faftiion  qf  the 


time,  bears  this  fignature,  t4*Quod 
king  James  id 

44  Banantyne’s  manufeript  was 
fmifhed  in  1568,  within  26  years  of 
the  death  of  James  V.  Banantyne 
may  then  be  reckoned  to  have  been 
contemporary  with  that  prince..  His 
teftimony,  therefore,  not  only 
proves  negatively  that  king  James. 
V.  was  not  the  author,  but  like- 
wile,  that  universal  tradition  and 
report,  in  this  laft  prince’s  time,  at¬ 
tributed  this  poem  to  his  royal  an- 
cellar  king  James  I. 

44  Farther,  although  it  may  not 
be  eafy  to  a  ice  r  tain  the  age  of  any 
writing  from  its  language,  yet  I  ap¬ 
prehend  there  arifts  ftrong  internal 
evidence  from  the  poem  itfelf,  that 
it  belongs  to  an  age  more  ancient 
than  that  of  king  James  V. 

44  King  James  I.  was  carried  to. 
England  in  the  year  1404,  and  re¬ 
mained  at  the  courts  of  king  Henry 
IV.  V.  and  VI.  until  the  year  1423, 
when  he  returned  to  his  own  king¬ 
dom  ;  fome  years  after  which,  we 
may  conjecture  this  poem  to  have 
been  written.  If  it  is  compared 
with  any  of  the  poems  of  the  age 
of  king  James  V.  that  is,  a'century 
later,  we  (hall  find  the  language  of 
the  fir  ft  much  more  antiquated  and 
difficult  to  be  underftood  than  that 
of  the  latter.  Let  us  make  the 
companion. 

“  In  the  mifcetlany  of  ancient 
poems,  called  the  Ever  Green,  coU 
lefled  chiefly  from  Banantyne’s  ma¬ 
nufeript,  the  fill!  in  the  book  is, 
Ch rill’s  Kirk  of  the  Green,  and 
next  to  it  are. two  poems,  the  Thtfi- 
tle  and  the  Role,  and  Virtue  and 
Vice.  The  firll  made  by  Dunbar, 
upon  the  marriage  of  king  James 
IV.  and  Margaret  his  queen,  on 
her  coming  to  Scotland,  and  before 
James  V.  was  born.  The  other 

pee m  is  written  by  Bellenden,  dean 

5  ' '  of 
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©f  Murray 5  and  ^ddreiTcji  to  king 
James  V.  then  a  youth.  Let  thefe 
two  poems  be  compared  with  Chrift’s 
Kirk  of  the  Green,  and  I  appre¬ 
hend  that  no  perfon  who  is  verfant  in 
the  Scottiflglanguage  will  have  any 
difficulty  in  pronouncing  Chrift’s 
Kirk  to  be  the  moft  ancient  of  the 
three  poems.  To  any  Scotfman, 
who  is  tolerably  acquainted  with  the 
orthography  of  the  Scottifh  lan¬ 
guage  about  200  years  ago,  there 
can  be  no  difficulty  in  underftand- 
ing  every  phrafe,  nay  almoft  every 
word  ufed  in  the  two  poems  of  Dun¬ 
bar  and  Bellenden,  written  in  king 
James  IV.  and  V.’s  time  ;  while  in 
the  more  ancient  poem  of  Chrift’s 
Kirk,  he  muft,  in  almoft  every 
ftanza,  meet  writh  home  phrafe  or 
word,  the  true  meaning  of  which 
he  muft  be  at  a  lofs  to  explain. 

4<  I  am  willing,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  allow,  that,  in  a  ludicrous  poem, 
defcribing  the  humour  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  feveral  words  ufed  by  the  vul¬ 
gar  may  affedtedly  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  ;  yet,  after  all,  this  will  not 
reconcile  or  make  up  for  the  appa¬ 
rent  antiquity  of  phrafe,  as  well  as 
of  words,  which  runs  through  the 
whole  of  the  poem  of  Chrift’s  Kirk 
<j?f  the  Green. 

44  I  {hall  conclude  with  another 
argument  that  ariies  from  the  poem 
itfelf,  which,  in  my  apprehenfion. 
Is  deciftve  of  the  point  in  quef- 
tion. 

“  Whoever  reads  the  poem  of 
Chrift’s  Kirk,  Amply  as  a  piece  of 
wit  and  humour,'  comes  very  far 
fliort,  I  imagine*  of  the  patriotic 
deiign  and  intention  of  its  author. 
I  {hall  endeavour  to  illuftrate  this. 

“  In  the  time  of  James  1.  ar¬ 
chery,  as  a  military  art,  was  prac- 
tifed  over  all  Europe.  The  Eng- 
liffi  archers  were  rematTubly  expert 
sn  the  ufe  of  the  bow  and  arrow  ; 


they  were  commonly  fta tinned  irt 
the  van  of  the  army,  and  began  the 
fight  by  a  flight  of  arrows  ;  and, 
when  the  enemy  was  thrown  into 
diforder,  they  ruftied  in  upon  them, 
with  their  battle  axes.  The  cele¬ 
brated  victory  gained  by  king  Henry 
V.  at  Azincourt,  was  decided  by 
the  Englifh  archers. 

<£  King  James,  on  his  return  to 
his  own  kingdom,  among  many 
other  abufes  of  the  late  weak  go¬ 
vernment,  under  his  uncle$  the 
dukes  of  Albany,  while  he  was  a 
prifoner  in  England,  found,  that 
the  practice  of  archery  had  been 
greatly  neglected  among  his  fub* 
jedts.  As  this  appeared  to  be  an 
objedt  of  much  importance  to  the 
ftate,  James,  in  his  very  ftrft  par¬ 
liament,  palfes  an  adt,  ordaining 
44  Every  perfon  after  twelve  years 
of  age  to  bulk  (i.e.  equip)  himfelf 
as  an  archer  :  that  bow  marks  be 
maid  near  every  paroch  kirk,  whar- 
in  on  holydays,  men  may  cum  and 
fchutte  at  leaft  thrice  about,  and 
have  ufage  of  archerie  ;  and  wha 
fti  ufes  not  the  laid  archerie,  the 
laird  of  the  land,  or  the  fherrift, 
fall  raife  of  him  a  wedder.”  We 
find  another  ftatute  in  the  third 
parliament  of  the  fame  monarch, 
appointing  waipon-fchawing  four 
times  in  the  year,  with  bow  and 
arrow. 

44  James  did  not  allow  the  mattei" 
to  reft  here  ;  he  knew  that  ridicule 
often  has  a  ft  l  on  ger  effedl  in  expo  ft 
ing  ignorance  and  correcting  abules, 
than  penalties  enjoined  by  law. 

44  His  poem  ot  Chrift’s  Kirk,  is 
almoft  one  continued  ironical  1  at  ire 
upon  the  auk  ward  management  of 
the  bow,  and  the  negledt  into  which 
archery  had  then  fallen  in  Scotland. 
To  make  his  lubjedts  fenfible  of  the 
difgrace  they  incurred  by  their 
fhameful  ignorance  of  the  ufe  of 
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their  arms,  and  to  re-eftabiilh  the 
difeipline  of  the  bow  amongft  them, 
was  an  objedt  worthy  the  care  of 
this  wife  and  warlike  monarch. 
The  continuator  of  Fordun’s  Scoti- 
Chronicon  remarks,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  attention  to  this,  al¬ 
ter  his  death,  archery  declined  : 

Poll  cuj us  mortem  (  Jacobi  Primi) 
lugubrem,  omnes  quafi  indifferen¬ 
ce  r  arcus  et  arcilia  rejeceiunt,  et 
cum  ianceis  equitare  le  dederunt  : 
Ita  quod  nunc  in  curia  magnatis, 
ubi  funt  centum  homines,  et  odlo- 
ginta  lanceas,  vix  fex  repeiies  ai- 
citenentes.’5 

44  A  remarkable  difcovery,  made 
a  little  before  this  time,  hafiened 
the  downfal  of  archery,  I  mean  the 
invention  of  gunpowder,  and  the 
ufe  of  artillery. 

44  The  firft  liege  of  importance 
in  which  cannon  feems  to  have  been 
employed,  was  the  famous,  fiege  of 
Orleans  by  the  Englifh,  in  which 
the  earl  of  Salisbury,  the  Englifli 
general,  was  killed  by  a  cannon¬ 
ball.  Artillery,  in  a  few  years  af¬ 
ter,  was  introduced  into  Scotland. 
Of  this  we  have  a  melancholy  proof 
in  the  death  of  king  James  II.  and 
of  the  want  of  fkill  at  that  time  in 
the  management  of  artillery  ;  that 
prince  being  killed,  at  the  fiege  of 
Roxburgh  caftlc,  by  the  burning  of 
an  over-loadea  cannon* 

<4  The  ufe  of  cannon  preceded 
that  of  mufketry  for  many  years, 
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while  archery  in  England,  and  on 
the  continent,  ft  ill  continued 
make  a  confiderable  figure  in  the 
military  art.  At  length,  the  intro-, 
dudlion  of  hand  fire-arms,  the  hag- 
butt,  arquebufs,  and  match-lock^ 
put  an  end  to  archery,  and  to  the 
ufe  of  the  bow  in  war,  about  the 
end  of  the  1 5th  century. 

“  The  94th  aft  of  king  James 
V.  mentions  that  the  fchott  of  guns, 
hagbutts,  and  other  fmall  artaillarie, 
were  comounlie  ufed  in  war  in  ail 
countries.  That  ftatute,  therefore, 
enadls,  That  every  landed  man  of 
100/.  (hall  have  a  hagbutt,  with 
calmes  for  calling  bullets,  and  with 
powder  convenient  for  ufe. 

44  From  this  it  appears  obvious, 
that  the  ufe  of  the  bow  in  war  was, 
in  the  reign  of  James  V.  quite  laid 
afide.  The  fine  irony  then,  fo  pro¬ 
per  for  ridiculing  the  ffiameful  want 
of  fkill  in  archery,  which  runs 
through  the  poem  of  Chrift’s  Kirk, 
is  loft,  if  applied  to  any  other  sera 
than  that  of  James  L  ;  more  parti¬ 
cularly  fo,  if  applied  to  that  of 
James  V.  when  fire-arms  were  in¬ 
troduced  and  encouraged  by  the 
public  laws- of  the  kingdom.  From 
the  whole  of  this  evidence,  I  think 
there  can  remain  no  difficulty  in 
agreeing  to  the  pofitive  teftimony 
of  Banantyne,  the  contemporary 
of  king  James  V.  that  his  anceftor 
king  James  I.  was  the  author  of 
Chrifi’s  Kirk  of  the  Green.” 
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the  POEM  made  by  King  JAMES  the  Firft,  on  JANE,  afterwards 
his  QUEEN,  while  he  was  a  Priibner  in  England. 

\ 

[From  the  fame  Diftertation.] 


44  ryMI  I  S  ancient  poem,  though 
A.  mentioned  by  feveral  writers, 
of  the  life  of  James  T.  and  well 
known  in  his  time,  yet  has  km 


hid  for  thefe  three  centuries,  and 
probably  would  have  (hared  the 
lame  fate  with  moft  of  his  other 
compofitions,  now  loft,  but  for  the 
’  ^  pre- 


[lie]  bn  the  POEtvI  oil  JANE 

prefervation  of  one  Angle  manu- 
feript  copy  of  it,  which  is  now  in 
the  Bodleian  library  at  Oxfords 
The  title  which  this  manufeript 
beai*§'*is  44  The  Quair  Maid  be  king 
James  of  Scotland  the  Fir  ft,  call i  t 
The  King’s  Quair.  Maid  qm  his 
Ma.  was  in  England.” 

44  From  the  title  of  the  poem,  it 
may  be  prefumed  that,  in  the  age 
in  which  it  was  compoled,  it  was 
held  in  eftimation  by  the  public. 
The  word  Quair,  in  the  old  Eng- 
lifh  language,  figniftes  a  book  : 
hence,  by  way  of  eminence,  this 
poem  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  title 
of  the  King’s  Book  ;  and,  in  that 
a^e,  it  mull  have  been  conlidered  as 
a  great  work. 

A 4  As  to  its  merit,  the  public,  af¬ 
ter  due  coniideratlon  of  the  age  m 
which  it  was  written,  juft  begin¬ 
ning  to  emerge  from  that  darkneis 
that  had  long  ob  feu  red  the  weft  cm 
Bemifphere,  will  judge.  Thus  far 
may,  I  think,  be  faid,  that,  for 
the  invention  and  fancy,  the  ge¬ 
nuine  limplicity  of  fentiment*  and 
the  deferiptive  poetry  which  runs 
through  it,  it  is  a  remarkable  work. 

44  The  delign,  or  theme,  is  the 
royal  poet’s  love  for  his  beautiful 
miftrefs  Jane*  with  whom  he  be¬ 
came  enamoured  while  a  prifener  at 
the  caftle  of  Wind  for.  The  re  col¬ 
lection  of  the  misfortunes  of  his 
youth,  his  early  and  long  captivity, 
the  incident  which  gave  rife  to  his 
love,  its  purity,  conftancy,  and 
happy  iffue,  are  all  let  forth  by  way 
of  allegorical  vifton,  according  to 
the  reigning  tafte  of  the  age  of  king 
James  I.  as  we  find  from  tire  poems 
of  Chaucer,  Gower,  and  Lydgate* 
his  contemporaries 

44  The  tafte  for  poetical  allegory 
and  vifton  was  derived  from  the 
Provencal  writers,  which  probably 
was  introduced  into  England  by 
Richard  I,  who  ranks  among  the 
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moil  eminent  of  the  Troubadours;, 

It  was  highly  in  fafhion  in  the  age 
of  Lydgate.  Gower,  and  Chaucer, 
and  continued  to  he  lo  down  to  the 
age  of  Spencer,  and  the  end  of 
queen  Elizabeth’s  reign.  Every 
ftory*  had  its  moral,  and  was  told  in 
tile  way  of  allegory  and  vifton.  The 
machinery  of  thefe  poems  were 
fiery  dragons,  giants,  and  fairies  ; 
the  feenery  enchanted  forefts,  caft- 
tlcs,  and  lakes.  The  virtues,  vices* 
and  paftions  were  perfonified,  and 
the  mythology  was  a  mixture  of  the 
Greek,  Roman,  Arabian,  and 
Chriftian.  The  advancement  of 
learning  has  long  baniflled  this  falfe 
tafte  ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that 
perhaps  the  meaneft  modern  corn- 
pofirion,  even  the  flimfy  flowers  of 
a  monthly  mifcellahy,  will  better 
Hand  the  teft  of  criticifm  ;  yet  how 
fleetly  do  thefe  fliott -lived  embryos 
vanifb,  never  to  appear  again,  at 
the  approach  of  the  great  vifionarv 
figures,  called  u.p  by  our  old  bards  ! 
How  is  the  imagination  carried 
away,  in  their  lofty  flights  into  the 
regions  of  fancy,  adorned  with  the 
glow  of  genuine  poEry  ! 

44  In  purfuing  the  leveral  parts 
of  the  allegorical  vifldn  in  king 
James’s  poem,  perhaps  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  prolix,  a  fault  which  attends 
almoft  every  allegorical  poem.  It 
might  be  imputed  to  prejudice,  were 
I  to  rank  our  royal  poet  with  Chau¬ 
cer,  his  contemporary,  whofe  ge¬ 
nius.  like  the  moiminp-ftar,  broke 
out  after  along  obfeure  night  ! 

O  O 

44  Chaucer*  the  father  of  Eng~ 
lifh  poetry,  as  he  nray  be  fly  led  the 
firft,  fo  lie  is  the  beft  poet  of  his 
time;  His  univerfal  genius  has 
comprehended,  in  his  Canterbury 
Tales,  the  various  manners  and  hu¬ 
mours  of  every  rank  ot  men  in  his 
age  and  country,  from  his  accom¬ 
plished  knight,  who  had  ferved  in 
the  holy  wars,  down  to  the  reeve* 

plough- 
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plough ip an,  and  miller:  And  be 
lias  {liewn  the  extent  of  his  genius 
and  learning,  in  alp  oft  every  ipe- 
c-ies  of  poetry,  from  his  heroic  poem 
of  Palamon  and  Arcite  to  his  bal¬ 
lads,— Having  faid  this  in  prefer¬ 
ence  of  Chaucei ,  ^ 

I  may,  however,  be  allowed 
to  compare  the  epifode  of  tne  Oouit 
of  Venus,  in  the  following  poem 
of  James,  with  the  Court  of  Doye 
of  Chaucer ;  in  which  view,  if  I 
am  able  to  judge,  our  poet  will  lofe 
nothing  by  the  companion,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  the  ports aiture  of  the 
miftrefs  of  each  poet.  I  he  Jane  of 
Kino;  James  is  painted  with  as  much 
beauty,  and  with  more  tender  deli¬ 
cacy/  than  the  buxom  Rofiai  of 
Chaucer# 


“  It  mu  if  be  confeffed,  that  ma- 
nv  of  the  beauties  of  this  ancient 
poem  muft  efcape  us,  from  the  mu** 
tability  of  the  language  in  the  fpacs 
of  near  400  years  ;  an  imperfec¬ 
tion  attendant  on  every  living  Ian-* 
guage.  What  Waller  fays,  in  his 
elegant  verfes  on  Chaucer,  in 
the  la  ft  century,  may,  with  equal 
force,  be  applied  to  the  poetical  re¬ 
mains  of  king  James  1,  of  Scot¬ 
land  : 

C(  Poets,  that  lailing  marble  feek, 

Muft  carVe  in  Latin,  or  in  Greek  : 

We  wr  te  in  fan  cl  ;  our  language  grow  5; 
And,  like  the  tide,  our  work  overflows. 
Chaucer  his  fenfe  can  only  boafl, 

The  glory  of  his  numbers  loft  ! 

Years  have  defac’d  his  matchlefs  ffrai% 
And  yet  he  did  not  write  in  Vain.” 
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**  10  ROM  their  artlefs  Duplicity, 
jjC  it  is  evident,  that  the  Scot- 
tifli  melodies  are  derived  from  very 
remote  antiquity*.  The  vulgar  con¬ 
jecture  that  David  Rizio  was  either 
the  compofer  or  reformer  of  the 
Scottifh  longs,  has  of  late  been  fo 
fully  expofed,  that  I  need  fay  very 
Tittle  to  confute  it.  That  the  Ici- 
ence  of  mu  he  was  well  u.ndet  flood, 
and  that  we  had  great  mafters,  both 
theories  and  performers,  above  a 
century  before  Rizio  came  to  Scot¬ 
land,  I  Dali  immediately  Dow.  He 
is  by  no-  contemporary  writer  faid 
to  have  been  a  compofer.  He  is 
not  even  extolled  as  a  great  per¬ 
former  ;  nor  does  tradition  point 
him  out  as  the  author  of  any  one 
particular  fong  ;  and,  although  we 
Dould  allow  him  to  have  had  ability, 
the  fliort  time  he  was  in  Scotland, 


fcarcefy  three  years,  was  too  buff 
with  him  to  admit  of  fuctr  amufe- 
ment. — Let  us  endeavour  to  traeo 
back  our  mufic  to  its  origin. 

44  The  orign  of  mufic  in  every 
country,  is  from  the  woods  and 
lawns. 

44  The  fimpliciry  and  wudnefs  of 
feveral  of  our  old  SeottiD  melodies,; 
denote  them  to  be  the  production  of 
a  pa  floral  age  and  country,  apd  priof 
to  the  life  of  any  mu  heal  inflru- 
ment  beyond  that  of  a  very  limited 
Dale  of  a  few  natural  notes,  and 
prior  to  the  knowledge  of  any  rules' 
of  artificial  mufic.  This  conjec¬ 
ture,  if  folid,  muft  carry  them  tip* 
to  a  high  period  or  antiquity. 

44  The  moil  ancient  of  the  Scot- 
tifh  fongs  Hill  prefer ved,  are  ex¬ 
tremely  Duple,  and  void  of  all  art,.. 
They  coil  flit  of  one  nstafure  only, 
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and  have  no  fecond  part,  as  the 
later  or  more  modern  airs  have. 
They  mud,  therefore,  have  been 
com  poled  lor  a  very  limple  inftru- 
ment,  fuch  as  the  fhepherd’s  reed  or 
pipe,  of  few  notes,  and  ol  the  plain 
diatonic  fcale,  without  tiling  the  fe~ 
mitones,  or  {harps  and  flats.  The 
diflinguilhing  Aram  of  our  old  me¬ 
lodies  is  plaintive  and  melancholy  ; 
and  what  makes  them  foot  hi  ng  and 
affecting,  to  a  great  degree,  is  the 
conflant  life  ot  the  concordant  tones, 
the  third,  and  fifth  of  the  icale,  of¬ 
ten  ending  upon  the  fifth,  and  lome 
of  them  on  the  fixth  of  the  fcale. 
By  this  artlefs  flandard  lome  of  our 
old  Scottifh  melodies  may  be  traced  ; 
fuch  as  Gil  Mor.iee— There  cam  a 
ghoft  to  Marg’et’s  door — O  ladoie, 

I  man  loo’  thee — Hap  me  wi’  thy 
pettycoat — I  mean  the  old  fets  of 
thefe  airs,  as  the  laft  air,  which  I 
take  to  be  one  of  our  oldeft  longs, 
is  fo  modernized  as  fcarcely  to  have  a 
trace  of  its  ancient  fimphcity.  The 
Ample  original  air  is  ltiil  lung  by 
nurfes  in  the  country,  as  a  lullaby 
ro  ftill  their  babes  to  fleep .  It  may 
be  faid,  that  the  words  of  fome  of 
thefe  longs  denote  them  to  be  of  no 
very  ancient  date :  but  it  is  well 
known,  that  many  of  our  old  fongs 
have  changed  their  original  names, 
by  being  adapted  to  more  modern 
words.  Some  old  tunes  have  a  fe¬ 
cond  part  ;  but  it  is  only  a  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  fivfl  part  on  the  higher 
oHave  ;  and  thefe  additions  are  pro¬ 
bably  of  more  modern  date  than  the 
tunes  t hem fe Ives. 

“  That  the  fcience  of  mufic,  and 
the  rules  of  compoiition,  were 
known  among  A  us  before  the  15th 
century,  is  certain.  King  James 
the  FirA  of  Scotland  is  celebrated 
by  all  the  ScottiAi  hiAorians,  not 
only  as  an  excellent  performer,  but 
as  a  great  theoriA  in  mufic,  and  a 
eompofer  of  airs  to  his  own  verfes. 


(i  Hie  etenim  in  mufica  (fays  b or<* 
dun)  in  artis  perfeHione^ in  tym~ 
pano  et  choro,  in  pfalterlo  et  or~ 
gano.  ad  fumniae  perfebtionis  magi- 
Aerium,  natura  creatrix,  ultra  hu® 
manam  reftimationem,  ipium  viva- 
citer  decoravit.’  Scotichron.  vol.  ii. 
lib.  t6.  cap.  28.-'“Fordun  has  a 
whole  chapter,  the  29th  of  his  Hif- 
tory,  on  king  James’s  learning  and 
knowledge  in  the  ancient  Greek,  as 
well  as  in  the  more  modern  feales 
of  mufic,  which,  for  its  curiofity, 
is  worthy  to  be  read  by  the  modern, 
theorifis  in  mufic. 

44  The  next  authority  is  John 
Major,  who  celebrates  king  James 
I.  as  a  poet,  a  compofer,  and 
admirable  performer  of  mufic.  Ma¬ 
jor  affirms,  that,  in  his  time,  the 
verfes  and  fongs  of  that  prince  were 
efieemed  among#  the  fir  A  of  the 
ScottiAi  melodies.  I  fliall  give  the 
whole  paftage :  '  {  i  . 

44  In  vernaeula  lingua  artificio- 
fiffimus  compofitor  ;  cujus  codices 
plurimi,  et  cantilenas  memoriter 
adhuc  apud  Scotos  inter  primes  ha- 
bentur.  —  ArtiAciofam  cantilenam 
(compofuit)  Yas  fen,  &c.  etjucun- 
dam  artificiofumque  ilium  camtim; 
at  Beltayn,  quern  alii  de  Dalketh  er 
Gargeil  mutare  Auduerunt,  quia  in 
arce,  aut  camera,  claufus  fervaba® 
tur,  in  qua  mulier  cum  matte  habi- 
tabat. 

44  It  is  a  pity  that  neither  the 
words  nor  the  mufic  of  thefe  cele¬ 
brated  ballads  have  come  down  to 
us.  According  to  the  hifiorian,  the 
laft  mu  ft  have  been  full  of  humour, 
and  extremely  popular ;  his  words 
mav  Imply",  that  feveral  parodies  or 
imitations  of  the  lubjebt  had  been 
made,  which  time  has  likewile  de¬ 
prived  us  of. 

44  Amongft  the  number  of  our 
old  ScottiAi  melodies,  it  is,  I  think, 
fcarcely  to  be  doubted,  that  many  of 
king"  James’s  competitions,  which 
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Were  efteemed  among  the  firb  of  the 
age,  are  ilill  remaining,  and  make 
a  part  of  our  fined:  old  melodies : 
but  as  no  tradition  down  to  our  time 
has  afeertained  them,  they,  in  all 
probability,  pafs  undiftinguifhed  un* 
der  other  names,  and  are  adapted 
to  modern  words.  There  can  be 
little  doubt,  however,  that  mod  of 
James’s  compofitions  have  {hared 
the  fame  fate  with  many  other  old 
airs.  Tafloni,  the  Italian  poet,  as 
afterwards  mentioned,  fays  exprelT- 
]y,  that  44  king  fames  compofed 
many  facred  pieces  of  vocal  mafic,” 
which  are  now  lob.  All  our  old 
heroic  ballads,  fuch  as  Hardiknute, 
find  others,  were  undoubtedly  fung 
to  chants  compofed  for  them,  which 
are  now  loft.  Among  ihofe  dill 
preferved,  are  the  epifodes  of  Ur¬ 
ban,  which  are  at  this  day  fung  in 
the  Highlands.  Gill  Morrice-*— « 
The  Flowers  of  the  Fore ft— Hero 
and  Leander,  &c.  are  dill  fung  to 
their  original  pathetic  drains.  Thefe, 
however,  are  but  a  few  of  many  old 
ballads  whofe  airs  are  now  unknown. 
In  the  MS.  collection  of  Scottifh 
Poems,  made  by  Banatyne  before  the 
year  1 568,  the  donation  of  the  earl 
of  Hyndford  to  the  Advocate's  Li¬ 
brary  at  Edinburgh,  the  favourite 
poem,  44  The  Cherry  and  the  Slae”, 
and  likewifs  a  poem  of  dr  Richard 
Maitland  of  Lethington,  father  to 
the  famous  fecretary  Maitland,  are 
entitled,  44  To  be  fung  to  the  tune 
of  the  Banks  of  Helicon.”  This 
mud  have  been  a  well-known  tune 
200  years  ago,  as  it  was  fung  to 
fuch  popular  words  ;  but  it  is  now 
loft.  It  cannot  exift  under  other 
words,  as  the  metrical  ftanza  of  the 
Cherry  and  the  Slae  is  fo  particu¬ 
lar,  that  l  know  no  air  at  this  day 
that  could  be  adapted  to  it.  We 
find  alfo,  in  old  books,  many  names 
of  fongs,  yet  neither  of  the  verfes 
or  tunes  do  we  know  any  thing  at 
1784. 


this  day.  Gavin  Douglas,  in  his 
prologue  to  the  12th  fEneid,  recites 
the  beginning  Words  of  three  well- 
known  fongs  in  his  time,  iz|8o, 
thus  : 

{C  The  {chip  failis  over  the  fait  fame, 
Will  bring  thir  merchandis  and  my  le~ 
man  hame.” 

t(  « .  I  will  be  blyith  and  licht. 

My  hert  is  lent  upon  fa  gudly  wicht.” 

“  . — — —  I  come  hidder  to  wow.’5 
And,  in  the  prologue  to  1 3th  f£neid? 

The  jolly  day  now  dawis.’5 

44  In  the  fame  way  a  great  many 
of  king  James  I.’s  poetical  pieces 
are  now  loft,  or,  perhaps,  as  his 
poem  of  Chrift?s  Kirk  of  the  Green, 
may  erroneoudy  be  aferibed  to 
others. 

‘4  It  may  be  fufpedted,  from  the 
above  high -drained  authorities,  that 
his  countrymen  have  rather  allowed 
themfelves  to  be  carried  too  far  in 
difplaying  the  qualifications  of  their 
king.  I  (hall,  however,  produce 
the  teftimony  of  a  foreigner,  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  author,  who  does  James 
dill  more  honour  than  the  writers 
of  his  own  country;  and,  fingular 
as  the  propolition  may  appear,  I 
fhall  endeavour  to  prove,  that  the 
Scottifh  melodies,  fo  far  from  being 
either  invented  or  improved  by  an 
Italian  mafter,  were  made  the  mo¬ 
dels  of  imitation  in  the  fined  vocal 
compofitions  of  one  of  the  greateb 
mailers  of  compofition  in  Italy. 

“  The  celebrated  Carlo  Gefu- 
aldo,  prince  of  Venofa,  formerly 
Venufium,  famous  as  the  place  of 
birth  of  Horace,  flourifhed  about 
the  middle  or  towards  the  end  of 
the  16th  century,  and  died  in  ,1614. 
Blancanus,  in  his  Chronologia-Ma- 
thematicorum,  thus  diftinguifhes 
him :  44  The  mod  noble  Carolus 
Gefualdus,  prince  of  Venufium, 
was  the  prince  of  muficians  of  our 
H  age  5 
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age  :  he  having  recalled  the  rythme 
into  mufic,  introduced  fuch  a  ftvic 
of  modulation,  that  other  mufkians 
yielded  the  preference  to  him  j  and 
all  lingers  and  players  on  dringed 
inftruments,  laying  afide  that  of 
others,  every  where  eagerly  em¬ 
braced  his  mufic.- — He  is  alfo  cele¬ 
brated  by  Merfennus,  Kircher,  and 
almod  all  the  writers  of  that  age, 
as  one  of  the  mod  learned  and 
greated  compofers  of  vocal  mufic  in 
his  time. 

44  To  apply  this  account  of  the 
p  rineeo  f  Venofa  to  the  prefen t  rub¬ 
ied! — Aleffandro  Taffoni,  in  his 
penlieri  Diverfi,  lib,  10.  thus  ex- 
preffes  himfelf :  44  We  may  reckon 
among  us  moderns  James  king  of 
Scotland,  who  not  only  compofed 
many  facred  pieces  of  vocal  mufic, 
but  alfo,  of  himfelf,  invented  a 
new  kind  of  mufic,  plaintive  and 
melancholy,  different  from  all  other ; 
in  which  he  has  been  imitated  by 
Carlo  Gefuaklo,  prince  of  Venofa, 
who  in  our  age  has  improved  mufic 
with  new  and  admirable  inven¬ 
tions.” 

44  How  perfectly  chara&eric,  this, 
of  the  pathetic  drains  of  the  old 
Scottifn  fongs !  What  an  illudrious 
teffimony  to  their  excellency  ! 

4 4  Some  of  the  dilettanti,  in  the 
Italian  mufic  of  the  prefent  times, 
may  perhaps  fneer  at  being  told, 
that  the  Italians,  the  refforerS  of 
mufic,  owe  the  improvement  of 
their  mufic  to  the  early  introduc¬ 
tion  of  Scottilh  melody  into  it ; 
yet  nothing  is  more  certain,  not 
ttnly,  from  the  candid  acknowledg¬ 


ment  of  Taffoni,  but  from  the 
teffimony  of  the  Italian  mufic  it~ 
felf  before  the  prince  of  Venofa5s 
time.” 

44  In  the  date  of  mufic  in  Italy, 
we  may  fuppofe  the  Scottilh  melo¬ 
dies  of  king  James  I.  had  found 
their  way  into  that  country.  Is  it, 
then,  to  be  wondered  at,  that  fuch 
a  genius  as  the  prince  of  Venofa 
fhould  be  ffruck.  with  the  genuine 
fimplicity  of  drains  which  (poke 
diredfly  to  the  heart,  and  that  he 
fhould  imitate  and  adopt  fuch  new 
and  affedting  melodies,  which  he 
found  wanting  in  the  mufic  of  his 
own  country?  The  fweet,  natural, 
and  plaintive  drains  of  the  old  long 
Waly  waly  up  the  bank— -Will  ye 
go  to  the  ewe-bughts,  Marion— 
Be  condant  ay — arid  many  other  of 
our  old  fongs  about  that  age?  mud 
touch  the  heart  of  every  genius,  of 
whatever  country,  and  might  enrich 
the  compodtions  of  the  greated  fo¬ 
reign  m  after. 

44  Purpureus  late  qul  fplendeat  anus  et 
alter 

Adfuitur  pannu's.” 

44  I  hope  we  (hall  no  longer  hear 
the  abfurd  tale,  that  the  Scottilh 
mudc  was  either  invented  or  im¬ 
proved  by  an  Italian,  when  we  fee 
it  proved,  by  fo  great  an  authority 
as  Taffoni1,  that  the  Scottilh  me«* 
lodies,  above  two  centuries  ago, 
and  in  his  time,  had  been  adopted 
into  the  fined  vocal  compodtions  of 
one  of  the  greated  maders  and  re¬ 
formers  of  Italian  mufic,  the  prince 
of  Venofa.” 
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L  Collection  of  Engliff  Songs.' ?] 


si  Tft  E  how  arrive  at  the  time 
Yy  of  queen  Elizabeth,  ifi 
which  we  are  to  look  for  the  origin 
of  the  modern  Engliff  fong  $  not  a 
lingle  compoiition  ot  that  nature, 
ivitli  the  fmalleit  degree  ot  poetical 
merit,  being  di  (cover.  ble  at  any 
preceding  period,  and  confequently 
none  earlier  is  to  be  found  in  the 
collection  herewith  given  to  tne 
public. 

44  We  may  venture  to  place 
Marlow  at  the  head  of  the  nume¬ 
rous  fang  -Writers  of  this reign  ;  not 
more  by  reafon  of  Ins  priority,  tnan 
bn  account  of  his  merit.  And  yet 
his  Paftoral  Invitation  is  the  only 
foiio  of  his  which  has  deicenoed  to 
us  poffibly?  which  he  wrote.  But 
the  beautiful  alid  cfcara&efiftic  fim- 
plicity  of  this  little  piece  is  fully 
Sufficient  to  juflify  the  preference 
here  given  him  on  the  fcorc  of  mento 
Wither,  bettei  known  in  the  poli¬ 
tical,  as  well  as  poetical  annals  of 
the  two  following  reigns,  muff  be 
efteeined  a  fo  tig  her  of  this;  .  Both 
he  and  Marlow  are  happily  imitat¬ 
ed  by  Raleigh*  Speiifer  has  in¬ 
fer  ted  a  paftoral  fong  in  his  Eclogues. 
Drayton,  a  fmootlt  and  poetic  wri¬ 
ter,  has  left  us  two  or  three  toler¬ 
able  fangs  ;  but  his  excellence  is  in 
his  larger  works;  The  genius  of 
fehakfpeare  was  as  uriiverfal  as  it 
was  fublime  :  his  lyric  productions 
&re  fuperior  to  thofe  of  his  contem¬ 
poraries  ;  and  than  iome  or  them 
nothing  better  has  fince  appealed. 
How  much  ought  we  to  regret  the 
valuable  time  he  fieri ficed  to  the 
fal-fe  tails  of  his  age,  in  the  compo¬ 


sition  of  above  150  fob  nets  (the 
mold  difficult  and  infipid  metrical 
ilrudlure  ever  invented),  which* 
though  from  the  pen  of  tuts  im¬ 
mortal  bard,  wre  can  fcarcely  endure 
to  read. 

44  Sir  Philip  Sidney  wrote  a  num¬ 
ber  of  things  in  and  out  of  the  Ar¬ 
cadia,  which  were  then  efteeined 
longs  j  hut  they  are  all  too  much 
in  the  affected  and  unnatural  man¬ 
ner  of  the  Italian  and  Spa  niff  poets 
to  deferve  this  charadter  at  prefent. 
His  friend,  lord  Brooke,  has,  how¬ 
ever,  left  us  one  piece,  which  will 
be  always  accepted  as  a  good  fong^ 

/  nd  force  of  the  performances  of 
Francis  Davifon  appear  the  effufiona 
of  a  real  poetical  genius,  and  de¬ 
ferve  much  praife. 

44  The  queen  herfelf  had  a  tuin, 
for  poetry,  which  fhc  did  not  dll- 
dam  to  cultivate,  specimens  of  hec 
talents  are  preierved  in  tome  con¬ 
temporary  publications ;  but  nons 
of  them  appears  to  be  a  perfect 

fon'g.  A 

A  Mere  earl  of  Oxford,  mallet 

Edwards  of  the  queen  s  chapel* 
George  Gailcoigne,  Nicholas  Bre¬ 
ton,  and  many  other  diiVmguifhed 
and  inferior  poets,  are  among  the; 
fong- writers  of  this  reign. 

44  It  is  likewife  to  the  age  of  this 
prineefs  we  are  to  refer  the  origin, 
of  the  Engl  iff  ballad.  That  the; 
common  people  of  this,  like  fhofet 
of  ah  noil  every  other  country,  hav^ 
always,  even  in  their  rudeft  Bate* 
had  longs  to  celebrate  or  record  na¬ 
tional  or  local  occurrences,  by* 
whomsoever  they  may  have  been 
jrj  %.  som* 
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compofed,  is  an  incontrovertible 
Unfortunately,  however,  of 
thefe  pieces  not  more  than  two, 
both  already  noticed,  are  known  to 
exift.  All  the  red,  not  having  been 
collected  or  entered  in  large  vo¬ 
lumes,  nor  ever  printed,  are  irre¬ 
coverably  loft.  What  a  treafure 
would  it  be  to  poffefs  a  collection  of 
the  vulgar  fongs  compofed  and  fung 
during  the  civil  wars  of  York  and 
Lancafter,  in  which  almoft  every 
moment  afforded  fome  great,  noble, 
interefling,  or  pathetic  iubjedf  for 
the  imagination  of  the  poet !  How 
delightful,  how  inftrudtive,  would 
be  the  perufal  of  fuch  a  little  hi  dory 
of  that  turbulent  and  bloody  pe¬ 
riod  !  The  ponderous  tomes  of 
Lydgate  and  Occleve  have  defend¬ 
ed  to  us  in  the  highed  prefervation  : 
one  would  gladly  facrifice  the  whole 
for  a  fingle  page  !  But  the  fongs  of 
which  we  are  fpeaking  appear  to 
have  borne  fo  little  Vefemblance  to 
the  ftile  and  manner  of  the  old  bal¬ 
lads  with  which  we  are  now  ac- 
qu  aimed,  and  from  which  a  part  df 
the  prefect  collection  is  formed,  that 
we  may  fairly  infer  that  not  one  of 
the  la: ter  exifted  before  the  reign  of 
the  above  princefs.  The  learned 
and  ingenious  bifhop  Percy  lias,  in¬ 
deed,  published  a  work,  in  which  a 
confiderable  number  of  fongs  and 
ballads,  that  have  never  otherwife 
appeared,  are  afcribed  to  a  very  re¬ 
mote  antiquity  ;  an  antiquity  alto¬ 
gether  incompatible  with  the  ft.le 
and  language  of  the  compofitions 
theirfelves,  mod  of  which,  one  may 
be  allowed  to  fay,  bear  the  ftrongeft 
intrinfic  marks  of  a  very  modern 
date.  But  the  genuinenefs  of  thefe 
pieces  cannot  be  properly  invefti- 
gated  or  determined  without  an  in- 
fpeCtion  of  the  original  manufcnpt, 
from  which  they  arc  laid  to  be  ex- 
tra&ed.  As  to*  the  ancient  black 


letter  copies  of  the  more  commas 
Englifh  ballads,  of  which  there  are 
feveral  collections  extant,  not  mere 
than  three  are  fo  old  as  the  fixteenth 
century,  nor  double  the  number  of 
a  more  early  date  than  the  reign  of 
king  Charles  II.  The  reft,  to  the 
amount  of  many  hundreds,  appear 
to  have  been  printed  between  the 
Reftoration  and  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  century.  It  is  not, 
however,  meant  by  this  to  inlinuate 
that  none  of  thole  in  the  two  laft 
defcri ptions  are  of  equal  antiquity, 
in  point  of  compofition,  with  thofe 
in  the  firft :  the  contrary  is  certain. 
That  thefe  ballads  were  originally 
compofed  for  public  lingers  by  pro- 
feffion,  and  perhaps  immediately 
for  printers,  bookfellers,  or  thofe 
who  vended  fuch  like  things,  is 
highly  probable.  But  whether  they 
were,  in  every  cafe,  firft  publifhed 
in  fingle  fleets,  and  not  till  after- 
wards  collected  into  Garlands,  or 
whether  they  made  their  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  in  fuch  collections,  does 
not  clearly  appear.  Thomas  De- 
loney  and  Richard  Johnlon,  writers 
by  profeflion  of  am  uiing  books  for 
the  populace,  were  famous  ballad- 
makers  about  this  period.  And 
could  we  be  allured  that  they  were 
the  real  authors  of  the  Garlands,  or 
collections  publifhed  under  their  re- 
fpeCtive  names,  we  might  be  able  to 
refer  moil  of  the  ballads  in  the  pre¬ 
lent  collection  to  the  one  or  to  the 
other.  Elderton  has  been  pro¬ 
nounced  peerlels  in  the  compofition 
of  ballads.  From  him  the  laurel 
defeended  to  Martin  Parker,  the 
laft,  perhaps,  who  was  any  way  ce¬ 
lebrated  on  this  account. 

4 4  The  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth 
is  alio  the  age  of  madrigals,  catches, 
and  glees :  but  as  thefe,  though 
fomewhat  partaking  of  the  nature  of 
long,  claim  a  much  nearer  affinity 
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moth  Euterpe  than  with  Polyhymnia, 
ic  will  be  fufficient  to  have  juft  men¬ 
tioned  them. 

44  Among  the  fongfters  of  James 
the  FirlVs  time,  one  is  pleafed  to 
meet  the  name  of  that  elegant  writer 
and  accomplifhed  gentleman  fir 
Henry  Wotton.  Dr.  Donne’s  imi¬ 
tation  of  Marlow,  and  other  pieces, 
inti  le  him  to  a  place  in  the  lift. 
Ann  of  the  following  fong  by  Ben 
Jon  ton,  Anacreon,  had  Anacreon 
written  in  Englifh,  need  not  have 
been  alhamed. 

«  Drink  to  me  only  with  thine  eyes, 

And  I  will  pledge  with  mine, 

Or  leave  a  kifs  but  in  the  cup, 

And  I'll  not  look  i'or  wine  : 

The  thirft  that  from  the  foul  doth  rife 
Dotn  alk  a  drink  divine, 

But  might  I  of  Jove’s  neftar  fup, 

I  would  nqt  change  for  thine. 

I  fent  thee  late  a  rofy  wreath, 

Not  fo  much  honouring  thee. 

As  giving  it  a  chance  that  there 
It  could  not  wither’d  be  : 

But  thou  thereon  did’ft  only  breathe, 
And  fent'ft  it  back  to  me. 

Since  when  it  grows  and  fmells,  I  fwear. 
Not  of  itfelf,  hut  thee.” 

<£  The  facetious  bifbop  Corbett 
is  like  wife  an  author  of  this  reign. 
His  Fairies  Farewell  and  Dlftradted 
Puritan  have  much  humour  and 
merit.  The  poems  of  Carew  afford 
many  excellent  longs  :  a  little  more 
fimplicity  might  have  considerably 
increafed  the  number.  Bilhop  King, 
whom  it  would  be  injuftice  to  for¬ 
get,  muft:  have  wrritten  toward  the 
end  of  this  reign. 

64  Waller,  born  in  1605,  may 
be  efteemed  the  fir  ft  fong-writer,  as 
well  as  the  beft  poet  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  Milton  has  left  us  a 
few  fongs,  which  would  have  ap¬ 
peared  to  polfels  more  merit  if  they 
had  fallen  from  an  author  of  lei's 
dignity.  Suckling’s  chef-d’oeuvre 
is  his  64  I’ll  tell  thee,  Dick.”  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  the  poetical  ex~ 


cellence  of  this  celebrated  compo* 
fition  fhould  be  degraded  by  grofl- 
nefs  of  fentiment  and  impurity  of 
language.  Butler  and  ftr  John  Den¬ 
ham  chiefly  lignalized  theirlelves  in 
fpirited  attacks  on  the  gloomy  and 
barbarous  Roundheads.  Indeed  the 
Rebellion  and  Ufurpation  form  the 
epoch  of  iatyrie  fongs  ;  with  u'hich 
the  Cavaliers  l'eem,  until  the  Re- 
ftoration,  to  have  kept  up  a  con- 
ftant  poetic  fire,  which,  if  it  did 
not  any  great  execution,  at  lead, 
kept  the  attention  of  loyalty  awake, 
and,  in  fame  meafure,  no  doubt, 
contributed  to  that  happy  event. 

44  Cowley,  who  commenced  au¬ 
thor  at  a  very  early  age,  is  like  wife 
to  be  confidered  as  a  fong-writer  of 
this  reign,  H;s  Chronicle  is  an  ad¬ 
mirable  performance,  and,  had  his 
judgment  and  tafte  been  equal  to  h  s 
vivacity  and  wit,  would  not  have 
been  the  only  fong  he  had  left  us  to 
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commend.  Lovelace,  L’Eftrange, 
and  Shirley,  were  alfo  writers  of 
fongs  in  this  reign. 

‘4  The  reign  of  Charles  the  Se¬ 
cond  is  the  Auguftan  age  of  fong  ; 
no  period  having  produced  fo  great 
a  number  of  excellent  writers  in 
this  fpecies  of  poetry.  This  prince 
was  not  only  the  admirer  and  patron 
of  the  art,  he  cultivated  it  hisfelf. 
We  have  a  fong  of  his,  beginning 

“  I  pafs  all  my  hours  in  a  fhady  old 
grove,” 

which,  though  by  no  means  re- 
markable  for  poetical  merit,  has 
certainly  enough  for  the  compofi- 
tion  of  a  king.  Dryden  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  great  in  every  fpecies  of 
poetry  ;  but  the  fongs  of  Etherege, 
Eaton,  Sedley,  Rochefter,  Dorlet, 
and  Sheffield  (afterwards  duke  of 
Bucks),  are  mafter-pieces  in  this; 
fome  of  them  being  abfolutely  with¬ 
out  equal  in  the  language.  Amongit 
thefe  is  to  be  ranked  Dorfet’s  in¬ 
comparable  Add  refs  to  the  Ladies, 
H  3  written, 
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written  at  fea,  on  the  eve  of  an 
engagement. 

“  OcwayE  pathetic  Remonihrance 
to  his  inexorable  Mkftrels  would 
have  entitled  him  to  the  character 
of  an  elegant  writer,  even  if  it  had 
been  his  only  competition.  Scroop, 
Wallh,  and  many  other  fong-wmers 
c£  merit,  are  to  be  ilngled  out  of 

i:  The  mob  of  gentlemen  who  wrote 
with  cafe.” 

Mrs®  Behn  deferves  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  acknowlegement.  And  we 
fhould  do  injuftice  to  a  laborious, 
and,  according  to  his  own  account, 
moil  fuccefsful  and  happy  writer, 
were  we  to  omit  the  honoured  name 
of  Tom  DTJrfey,  who,  befides  that 
he  competed  more  fongs  perhaps 
than  all  his  contemporaries  put  to¬ 
gether  ;  moil;  of  them  being  great 
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favourites  with  the  nation,  and 
many  of  them  ffili  remaining  lb, 
particularly  his  loyal  ode  of  Joy 
to  great  CaefarR-  which,  once  ec- 
senoed  by  all  ranks,  is  yet  frequently 
chanted  with  delight ;  and,  as  Mr, 
Add i foil  pleafanfly  obferves,  gave 
the  Whigs  (to  whom  hone  ft  Torn 
was  a  fworn  foe,  till  he  lived  to  fee 
them  get  into  power)  a  blow  they 
were  never  able  to  recover  during 
that  reign;  was  a  very  good  mu- 
fician,  and  polTelled  an  excellent 
voice,  with  which  he  had  frequent¬ 
ly  the  high  honour  to  entertain  his 
inajefty  at  Newmarket  and  elfe- 
where  j  the  good  hatujed  monarch 
familiarly  condefcending  to  hojd  the 
paper,  and  accompany  his  artful 
lira  ins,  or  beat  the  time  by  gentle 
taps  upon  his  fhoulder. 

“  The  fhort  time  of  the  mif- 
guided  and  unfortunate  James  might 
pafs  unnoticed.  We  only  difeover, 
In  the  party  fongs  of  this  period, 
the  moil:  ranco.urous  hatred  difplay- 
ed  in  the  g roiled  fcurnlity.  But 
v/ hat  an  a d-Qh idling  effedt  thefe  vul¬ 


gar  and  defpicable  rhapfodies  had 
upon  the  temper  of  the  times,  we 
may,  in  fume  meafure,  con  i  eel  u  re 
from  the  brags  of  that  unprincipled 
character,  lord  (afterwards  marquis 
of)  Wharton,  who  was  wont  to 
bond,  that  by  the  molt  fooliih  of 
them  all  he  had  rhimed  the  king 
out  of  his  dominions. 

4£  James  was  not  infeniible  to  the 
powers  of  poetry  and  wit  ;  he  had 
conceived  a  great  iriendliiip  for  Wy- 
cherly,  on  whom  he  beuowed  many 
favours.  We  mention  this  poet  as 
a  fong-wrlter  2  but  all  his  perform¬ 
ances,  as  inch,  however  well  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  licentious  manners  and  too 
luxuriant  wit  of  his  age,  are  now 
deferred ly  neglected. 

46  The  Revolution,  one  may  be 
certain,  did  not  take  place- without 
giving  rife  to  numbers  oi  longs  and 
ballads  both  for  and  a  gain  ft  that 
important  event.  But  all  of  them 
are  too  firongly  Endured  with  the 
venom  of  party  to  retain  the  lead 
appearance  oi'  merit. 

*  “  The  prince  who  obtained  pof- 
feffion  of  the  vacant  throne  was  too 
much  of  the  phlegmatic  Dutchman 
to  be  le  alible  of  the  merit,  or  iui- 
ceptlble  of  the  power  of  poetry, 
muiic,  or  long.  Even  the  harp  of 
Orpheus  would  have  made  no  im- 
preffiqn  upon  him.  Her  majefty, 
however,  as  we  learn  from  a  curious 
anecdote,  had  not  iacrificed  to  a 
throne  her  infantine  reiifh  for  the 
homely  Enghfli  ballad. 

44  Prior  is  the  iiril  poet  of  emi¬ 
nence  we  meet  with  after  this  pe¬ 
riod.  His  fongs  are  numerous ; 
moil  of  them  are  fpiritpd,  ingenious, 
and  witty  ;  a  few  are  tender,  fen- 
tirnemal,  and  pathetic  ;  all  excellent 
of  their  kind.  Lanfdown,  a  writer 
of  name,  has  left  us  home  indif¬ 
ferent  fongs.  Congreve,  gay,  fpritc- 
lv,  and  licentious,  too  frequently 
fuffeted  his  wit  to  furprife  his  judg¬ 
ment,, 
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ment.  The  little  piece,  however, 
beginning 

a  Falfe  though  Ihe  he  to  me  and  love/’ 

is  no  un  pleading  proof  of  what  he 
was  capable  of.  The  fongs  ot 
Rowe,  on  the  contrary,  are  all  foft, 
tender,  and  plaintive.  The  con- 
fequence  is,  that  -  his  Deipairing 
Shepherd  will  be  -admired  when 
Buxom  Joan  is  entirely  forgotten. 

44  With  Steele,  who  has  left  fuch 
a  favourable  fpecimen  of  his  talents 
for  two  different  kinds  of  long,  the 
tender  and  the  lively,  as  to  make  us 
regret  they  were  not  more  exerted, 
we  may  commence  the  reign  of 
queen  Anne.  Philips’s  happy  v.er- 
iion  of  Sappho  is  defervediy  e deem¬ 
ed  a  considerable  acquiiition  to  En¬ 
glish  fong.  The  name  of  Adds  fort 
will  do  the  fubject  more  credit  than 
the  two  pieces  to  which  it  could 
with  certainty  be  prefixed  may  be 
thought  to  do  him.  The  fir  ft  of 
them,  however,  is  in  the  true  fpirit 
of  Rochefter,  and  has  abundant 
merit.  And  there  is  fome  reafon  to 
fufpedt  that  many  of  his  bed  fongs 
have  been  ufually  printed  either 
under  a  different  name,  or  without 
any  name  at  all.  Tickell  has  united 
the  tendered;  fentiments  with  the 
moffinterefting  narrative  :  Cohn  and 
Lucy  is  unrivalled.  Of  the  tew 
fongs  of  Parnell,  though  none  of 
them  feem  to  be  remarkable  for 
that  peculiar  fweetnefs  which  diftin- 
guifhe's  his  more  ferrous  compofi- 
tions,  the  little  paftoral  in  the  pre- 
fent  volume  has  been  always  ad¬ 
mired.  Hill,  without  his  affecta¬ 
tion  and  love  of  conceit,  would  have 
been,  if  not  a  poet,  a  fong-writer 
of  eminence.  He  is  one  ot  thole 
writers  whom  we  can  hardly  praife, 
and  mull:  be  loth  to  condemn.  By- 
rora’s  beautiful  and  celebrated  pa- 
f’forat  fong  of  Cohn  and  Phoebe  was 
hire  prpdudfion  of  this  sera.  Of  this 


fpecies  of  fong,  fimplicity  is  the 
principal  requilite ;  but  even  fim- 
plicity  may  be  affedied,  excefiive, 
and  puerile,  and  fuch  has,  not  per¬ 
haps  without  reafon,  been  pro¬ 
nounced  the  fault  of  this  popular 
performance ;  though  much  may, 
doubtlefs,  be  alleged  in  extenuation 
of  it,  from  the  nature  of  his  iub- 
je£l  and  the  practice  of  greater 
virtues. 

44  Gay,  the  accompli  Hied,  the 
inimitable  Gay,  is  the  ornament  of 
the  en filing  reign.  The  infinite  ob¬ 
ligations  which  the  lovers  of  long 
are  under  to  this  admirable  Writer 
can  never  be  fufficiently  exp  re  fitch 
Lively,  humorous,  witty,  elegant, 
tender,  and  pathetic ;  happy  and 
fu'ccefsful  in  whatever  the  univ'er- 
fality  of  his  genius  prompted  him 
to  undertake  ;  his  fpirit,  his  fenti- 
ment,  his  language,  are  pure  na¬ 
ture  ;  and  while  a  love  of  poetry 
and  fong,  or  a  particle  of  tade  re¬ 
mains  among  us,  will  certainly  be 
remembered,  and  mud;  always  pleafe. 
The  ingenious  and  libertine  duke  of 
Wharton  is  a  fong- writer  of  this 
period.  Booth,  Croxall,  Concanen, 
Budgell,  lady  Ml  W.  Montague, 
fir  W.  Yonge,  and  others,  are  en¬ 
titled,  with  various  degrees  of  me¬ 
rit,  to  the  fame  character.  Carey 
ought  not  to  be  mentioned  without 
every  commendation.  His  happy 
fimplicity  and  unaffedkd  manner  fil¬ 
tered  and  charm  the  reader  of  na¬ 
tural  tade.  Sally  in  our  Alley  was 
a  particular  favourite  of  Mr.  Ad- 
difon  ;  and  his  judgment,  which, 
however,  wants  no  countenance,  is 
confirmed  by  its  popularity. 

44  The  name  of  Pope  will  Died  a 
ludre  over  the  long  reign  of  George 
II.  in  which  we  have  the  gratifica¬ 
tion  to  introduce  him.  The  fitigle 
performance  he  condefcended  to 
leave  is  an  exqnifite  parody  or  fati- 
rical  imitation,  written  in  1 733,  in 
H  4.  the 
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the  character  of  a  perfon  of  qua¬ 
lity,”  of  the  falhionable  ling-fang 
of  that  and  the  preceding  age. 

“  While  this  great  poet  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  laugh  out  of  counte¬ 
nance  the  flowery  infipidity,  dis¬ 
cordant  images,  and  unnatural  con¬ 
ceit  of  a  favourite  fpecies  of  love- 
long,  his  friend  Swift  was  employed 
in  turning  into  deferved  ridicule  the 
it  range  affected  mufical  jargon  then 
in  vogue.  And  never  furely  was 
any  thing  more  j uflly  conceived,  or 
more  happily  executed  than  thefe 
two  efforts  of  wit  and  genius  in  flip- 
port  of  common  fenfe  and  true 
rulte.  Nor  does  a  want  ©f  liiccefs 
(if  that  be  the  cafe)  any  way  de¬ 
tract  from  or  leffen  the  merit  of  the 
attempt.  Swift,  who  might,  with 
equal  propriety,  have  been  placed 
in  either  of  the  two  preceding 
reigns,  produced  a  number  of  po¬ 
litical,  fatirical,  and  jocofe  pieces, 
upon  common  and  popular  iubjeCts, 
which  appear  to  have  been  deligned 
for  the  capacity  and  notice  of  the 
vulgar,  in  aid  of  the  cantilena  trivia 
of  his  time.  Clever  Tom  Clinch 
is  a  mafter-piece  in  its  way.  But 
how  far  th-efe  compofitions  fuited 
the  comprehenfion  and  tafle  of  an 
Englifh  or  Irifh  mob,  we  are  not 
certified.  The  known  fong-writers 
of  this  period  are,  as  iq  might  be 
naturally  expected,  indifferently  nu¬ 
merous,  and  many  of  them  of  the 
firlt  eminence.  The  beautiful  fongs 
of  Lyttelton  referable  the  gentle 
murmurs  of  the  turtle  ;  Shenftone 
lings  with  all  the  elegant  ffmpHciry 
of  an  Arcadian  fhepherd  ;  and  the 
nightingale’s  plaintive  ff rains  are 
emulated  by  the  elegiac  tendernefs 
of  Collins.  Chefterfield  has  left  a 
lew  fongs  :  they  are  neat  and  point¬ 
ed,  and  would  not  have  deferved 
lefs  commendation  if  the  flippant 
mufe  of  their  noble  author  could 
have  been  always  kept  within  the 


pale  of  delicacy  and  virtue.  Tho 
names  of  Middleiex  and  Glover 
will  be  immortalifed  by  Arno’s 
Vale  and  Holler’s  Ghoff,  The 
compofitions,  at  leaf!;,  will  fcarcely 
be  forgotten,  if  the  authors  fhould. 
Dr.  Johnfon,  though  Hill  living,  is 
a  fong- writer  of  this  reign.  Se¬ 
veral  of  his  performances  are  infert- 
ed  in  the  prefent  collection.  But 
fong  is  a  province  in  which  this 
great  writer  does  not  appear  with 
his  ufual  advantage.  His  pen  is 
much  too  heavy  for  fo  light  a  fub- 
jeCt.  Mr.  Jenyns  hands  in  the  fame 
predicament ;  not  indeed  as  to  the 
charadler  of  his  competitions,  which 
for  the  graces  of  ffile  and  manner 
admit  few  fuperiors.  The  caule  of 
poetry,  indeed,  is  more  indebted  tq> 
this  elegant  writer  than  that  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  innocence.  But  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his  moil  reprehenuble  pro- 
dilution  in  the  .prefent  volume  will 
ferve  as  an  antidote  to  the  poifon  it 
contains. 

44  Dr.  Dalton’s  additions  to  Mil- 
ton’s  Malk  have  unexampled  merit. 
The  many  elegant  and  fpirited  longs 
which  he  has  fo  judicioufly  intro¬ 
duced  into  this  admirable  drama  are 
fome  of  the  moll  hmfhed  and  beau¬ 
tiful  compofitions'  in  the  language. 
All  of  them  Were  not,  it  mult  be 
confefied,  equally  proper  for  the 
prelent  publication,  but  no  reflec¬ 
tion  is  intended  to  be  thrown  on 
thofe  which  have  been  designedly 
omitted  ;  as  there  is  not  one  which 
does  not,  in  lbme  degree,  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  perfection  and  moral  of 
the  piece. 

;  44  Mr.  Whitehead,  the  prefent 
laureat,  has  given  us  two  excellent 
fongs.  It  were  to  be  wiflied  that 
the  nature  of  his  office  had  obliged 
him  to  furniffi  us  with  more.  His 
annual  odes,  though  doubtlefs  far 
fuperior  to  thofe  of  his  predecelTors, 
are  feldom  remembered  j  but  Ye 
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Belies  and  ye  Flirts,  will  be  never 
forgotten. 

“  Moore  is  one  of  the  moil 
pleafing  and  natural  of  our  fong- 
writers.  The  judnefs  and  beauty 
of  his  fentiments,  and  the  agree¬ 
able  familiarity  of  his  language 
and  manner,  render  him  equally 
intelligible  and  delightful  to  all 
ranks ;  at  lead  wherever  nature 
can  be  judge.  With  Ids  affecta¬ 
tion,  Smart  would  probably  have 
been  intitied  to  a  fimilar  cha¬ 
racter. 

u  Dr.  Percy,  now  bifhop  of 
Dromore,  the  editor,  and  author 
of  feme  pieces  in  the  Reliques  of 
Ancient  Engliih  Poetry,  fo  fre¬ 
quently  noticed,  has,  independently 
of  his  contributions  to  that  work, 
favoured  the  public  with  one  moil 
beautiful  fong.  It  would  not  de¬ 
preciate  the  merit,  though  it  might 
•affect  the  originality,  of  this  elegant 
eompofltion,  if  it  were  univerially 
known  to  be  a  clofe  imitation  of 
fome  of  the  mod  tender  and  po¬ 
etical  paffages  in  Henry  and 
Emma, ; 

46  The  late  Mr.  Dodfley,  Dr. 
Aden  fide,  Dr.  Plawkefworth,  Mr. 
Brerewood,  Mrs.  Pilkington,  (the 
two  lad  of  whom  deierve  particu¬ 
lar  copimendationy  '  ah  hough  the 
praife  due  to  the  former  on  account 
of  the  two  pieces  here  inferred  is 
neceffarily  accompanied  with  the 
cenfure  due  to  him  On  account  of 
the  two  which  were  obliged  to  be 
pmitted),  fir  C.  H.  Williams,  and 
fir  J.  Moore  are  long- writers  of 
confequence  in  this  reign.  ~  1  he 
lid  might  undoubtedly  be  increaled 
with  names  no  lefs  refpectable ; 
and  there  are  numerous  competi¬ 
tions,  which,  though  they  might 
do  credit  to  any  author,  have  been 
claimed  by  none. 

*  44  The  fertile  but  licentious  ima¬ 


gination  of  Stevens  has  fupplied  us 
with  a  volume  of  longs.  It  has 
been  the  dudy  of  this  celebrated 
bard  (for  he  lung  what  he  com- 
pofed)  to  promote  the  hilarity  of 
the  feflive  board,  and  46  let  the 
table  on  a  roar.”  And  it  is  only 
fair  to  fay,  that  his  attempts  have 
generally  proved  iiiccefsful.  But 
as  the  convivial  diipohtion  of  thofe 
whom  it  was  his  bufinefs  to  pleafe 
was  not  charaderiied  by  its  deli¬ 
cacy,  many  of  his  compolitions  are 
fuch  as,  in  a  purer  age,  would  have 
obtained  him  rather  infamy  than 
credit.  Woty,  a  genius  of  a  fimi¬ 
lar  turn,  is  intitied,  though  in  a 
fmaller  degree,  to  the  fame  kind 
of  praife. 

44  The  Vaudevilles  which  Gar¬ 
rick  and  Paul  Whitehead  compofed 
for  the  dage  toward  the  end  of  this 
reign  are  excellent  in  their  kind* 
and  well  deferved  the  popularity 
they  acquired.  One  of  thefe  pieces 
is  inferted  in  the  prefent  colledlion. 
44  Hearts  of  Oak”  has  even  greater 
merit,  and  44  In  dory  we’re  told” 
is  without  its  equal  in  the  lan¬ 
guage-  / 

44  The  cultivation  and  improve¬ 
ment  of  fong  is  not  among  the 
bleilings  of  the  prefent  reign.  The 
number  of  writers  and  productions 
of  merit  in  this,  and  indeed  in  eve¬ 
ry  other  fpecies  of  poetry,  is  com¬ 
paratively  final  1.  We  have  one 
long  by  Churchill,  and  a  lew  by 
Lloyd ;  but  thefe  compolitions, 
though  certainly  not  devoid  of  me¬ 
rit,  are  far  from  being  equal  to 
their  poetical  abilities.  Goldfmith 
and  Cunningham  are  fong-writers 
of  this  period.  And  lince  it  is 
not  the  extent  but  the  excellence 
of  the  compolition  which  conti  1- 
tutes  the  poet,  if  the  former  had 
produced  nothing  but  the  two 
ilanzas  inlerted  under  Ids.  name  in 

the 
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the  prefent  volume,  he  would  have 
been  intitled  to  an  eminent  rank. 
Cunningham,  though  not  equal  to 
Ids  countryman  in  native  genius, 
and  hill  Id's  fo  in  learned  applica¬ 
tion,  poffefTes  a  pleafing  limplicity 
which  cannot  fail  to  recommend 
him  to  a  reader  of  unadulterated 
tahe.  This  limplicity  may,  per¬ 
haps  ,  in  forae  of  his  compofit'ons, 
be' thought  too  great ;  but  when  it 
is  known  that  they  were  neceffarily 
adapted  to  the  intellects  of  a  coun¬ 
try  theatre,  little  cenfure  can  be 
hiftly  incurred  by  the  poet. 

**  Bickerftaff  has  been  fortunate 
jhat  fo  many  of  his  belt  fohgs  can 


be  detached  from  the  dramatic  cha¬ 
racters  to  which  they  belong.  Had 
his  integrity  and  candourbeen  equal 
to  his  genius,  he  would  have  merit¬ 
ed  a  greater  praife.  To  the  amiable 
mufe  of  Mrs.  Barhauld  we  are  con- 
fiderably  indebted.  The  ingenious 
and  elegant  author  of  the  School 
for  Scandal  has  fhewn  that  the  dra¬ 
ma  is  not  the  only  fpecies  of  the 
poetical  art  at  his  command.  His 
fongs_are  not  lefs  remarkable  for 
their  Angularity  than  for  their 
merit ;  few  of  any  confequence  hav¬ 
ing  appeared  for  fome  years  before 
the  Duenna,  and  none,  beiide  his 
own,  linee.>? 


OBSERVATIONS  in  FAVOUR  of  WRITING  COMEDIES  in 

‘J  ‘  ^WVME. 


[from  the  Preface  to  Mr.  Hay  ley’s  Plays  of  Three  Acts,  written  icm  a 

private 


«  A  S  the  following  plays  were 
Jf\  intended  only  for  a  private 
theatre,  I  have  been  tempted  by 
that  circumltance  to  introduce  a 
kind  of  novelty  into  our  language, 
by  writing  three  comedies  in  rhyme, 
though  the  Comic  Mule  of  our 
country  has  been  long  accufiomed 
to  exp  refs  herfelf  in  profe,  and  her 
cuftom  has  the  fandtion  of  fettled 
precept,  and  fuccefsful  example. 
The  antiquarian,  indeed,  may  re¬ 
mind  me  that  Gammer  Gurton’s 
Needle,  one  of  the  earlieft  of  our 
old  plays,  with  other  comic  pro¬ 
ductions  of  that  rude  period,  was 
written  in  rhyme ;  and  poffibly 
fome  faftidicus  enemies  of  that  Go¬ 
thic  jingle,  as  they  affeft  to  call  it, 
may  conhder  the  prefent  publica? 
tjon  as  nothing  more  than  q  relapfe 
o 


Theatre,  j 

into  the  molt  barbarous  mode  of 
dramatic  competition , 

“  For  the  boldnefs  of  an  at- 
tempt,  which  has  no  modern  pre¬ 
cedent  to  plead  in  its  behalf,  fome 
apology  may  be  due  to  the  public.^ 

44  Jn  the  fjrft  place,  1  beg  \t 
may  not  be  iuppofed,  that  by  writ¬ 
ing  a  comedy  in  rhyme,  1  mean  w 
convey  an  indirect  cenfure  on  the 
contrary  practice,  No  one  can 
prize  more  hignly  than  I  no  the 
many  excellent  comedies  in  prole, 
with  which  our  language  is  en¬ 
riched.  I  am  very  far  from  en¬ 
tertaining  a  wifli  to  overturn  the 
ceremonial  which  the  Comic  Mule 
of  England  has  elfablifhed  ;  but  I 
hope  to  find  our  country  as  much 
a  friend  to  toleration  in  the  forms 
of  literature  as  in  thofe  of  religion. 
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recommending  the  life  of  rhyme  in 
Englilh  tragedy,  I  am  inclined  to 
hope  that  he  might  be  equally  mif- 
taken  in  fuppoling  it  utterly  un- 
fnited  to  our  Comic  Mule.  It  may 
be  urged  indeed-,  with  great  truth* 
that  a  comedy  in  rhyme  cannot  be 
fo  dole  a  copy  ol  Nature  a's  a  co¬ 
medy  in  profe,  the  latter -adhering 
to  the  very  language  of  common, 
life.  But  from  a  filter  art  we  may 
borrow,  at  lead,  a  piauiible  argu¬ 
ment  in  favour  of  poetry,  on  the 
prefent  occahon.  i  he  great  mailer , 
who  has  delcanted  fo  happily  on 
the  principles  of  painting,  obferves, 
with  great  propriety,  in  one  of  his 
difcourfes,  that  a  wre  are  not  al¬ 
ways  pleafed  with  the  moil  a b fo¬ 
late  poffible  refemblance  of  an  imi¬ 
tation  to  its  original  objedl :  cafes 
may  exift,  in  which  fuch  a  refem¬ 
blance  may  be  even  dilagreeable. 

I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  the  effed 
of  figures*  in  wax-work,  though 
certainly  a  more  exact  representa¬ 
tion  than  can  be  given  by  painting 
or  fculpture,  is  a  livfficient  proof 
that  the  pleafure  we  receive  from 
imitation  is  not  increafed  merely 
in.  proportion  as  it  approaches  to 
minute  and  detailed  reality  :  we  are 
pleafed,  on  the  contrary,  by  feeing 
ends  anfwered  by  fee  min  g  inade¬ 
quate  means,”  "On.  theie  prin¬ 
ciples,  which  perhaps  are  equally 
juft  in  the  two  kindred  arts,  a  co¬ 
medy  in  rhyme  may  he  fiill  more 
entertaining  than  a  comedy,  _  of 
equal  merit  in  other  points,  which 
confines  itfelf  to  profe  ;  and  a  cri¬ 
tic  who  exclaims  againft  the  un¬ 
natural  effed  of  a  rhyming  dia¬ 
logue,  may  as  juftly  cenfure  a  por¬ 
trait  on  canvas,  became  It  is  not  fo 
exad  a  copy  of  life  as  an  image  of 
coloured  wax.  In  both  cafes  the 
artift,  whether  painter  or  poet,  may¬ 
be  juftly  called  a  true  and  a  pleat- 
1  >  -  mg 


The  cniiom  of  other  enlightened 
matrons,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
may  be  pleaded  on  this  occaiion  in 
behalf  of  verfe,  Ariftophanes,  in 
his  play  of  the  Clouds,  teems  to 
pride  hirnfelf  on  his  poetry.  An- 
olio  having  written  two  comedies 
in  profe,  converted  them  both  into 
metre  at  a  mature?  period  of  his 
life ;  and  Moliere,  the  unrivalled 
-mafter  of  the  French  comic  theatre, 
who  has  written  admirably  both  in 
profe  and  rhyme,  is,  1  think,  molt 
admirable,  and  moft  truly  comic, 
when  he  adheres  to  the  latter, 

44  To  the  author  who  attempts  a 
comedy  in  Englilh  rhyme,  our  lan¬ 
guage  feems  to  offer  an  advantage, 
which  the  French  poet  did  not 
enjoy.  The  Comic  Mufe  of  France 
has  chiefly  confined  herfelf  to  that 
ilructure  of  verfe,  which  belongs 
equally  to  her  Tragic  Sifter,  In 
fhe  poetry  of  our  nation,  this  par¬ 
ticular  meafure  is  appropriated  to 
fportive  fubjects  ;  and  though  hi¬ 
therto  not  ufed  in  comedy,  it  poi- 
feffes  to  an  Englilh  ear  a_  very  co¬ 
mic  vivacity.  That  it  is  highly 
calculated  for  poems  of  \vit  and 
humour,  wre  have  a  finking  proof 
In  that  moft  exquifue  production 
the  Bath  Guide,  How  far  it  may 
fucceed  through  the  varied  feenes 
of  an  Englilh  play,  experiment  only 
can  determine,’ ’ 

44  When  I  reflect  what  long  and 
eftabliflied  prejudice  a  rhyming 
play  mull  encounter — when  I  re¬ 
member  that  even  Dryden  himfelf, 
the  moft  able  advocate,  and  the 
greateft  mafter  of  rhyme  in  our 
language,  has  exprefsly  condemned 
the  ufe  of  it  in  comedy— I  am 
alarmed  at  the  hardinpfs  of  my  at-* 
tempt:  but  when  I  recoiled!  that 
time,  the  meft  infallible  tell  of  IF 
terary  opinion,  has  fully  fhewn  the 
mitlake  of  that  imiportal  poet,  in 
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mg  copier  of  Nature,  if  he  pre- 
ferves  as  high  a  degree  of  refem- 
blance  as  his  mode  of  imitation 
will  admit,  and  embellilhes  his 
work  with  the  attractive  and  almofl; 
Indifpenhble  graces  of  eafe,  fpirit, 
and  freedom. 

“  It  is  faid  by  Voltaire  of  thea¬ 
trical  compofition  in  general,  46  Tous 
les  genres  font  hons  hors  le  genre  ennu - 

yeux”  If  the  prefent  comedies 


fall  not  within  the  elafs  which  that 
lively  writer  has  fo  jultiy  profcrib*- 
ed,  the  author  may  be  allowed  to 
hope,  that  his  liberal  and  enlighten¬ 
ed  readers  will  look  with  indul¬ 
gence  on  a  publication,  which  arofe 
from  his  with  to  introduce  a  drik- 
ing,  and  he  trufts  not  a  blameable, 
variety  into  the  amufements  of 
Englilh  literature,’* 
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EXTRACT  from  a  PAPER  on  the  MEANS  of  difcoverlng  the 
Diftance,  Magnitude,  &c.  of  the  FIXED  STARS,  in  Confequence 
of  the  Diminution  of  the  Velocity  of  their  LIGHT.  By  the  rev. 


Jo  hk  Mich  ell,  B»  D.  F.  R.S. 
[From  the  Seventy-fourth  Volume 

A  Ccording  to  Monf,  Bou- 
jfA  goer  (fee  his  Traite  d’Qp- 
tique)  the  brightnefs  of  the  fun 
exceeds  that  of  a  wax  candle  in 
no  lefs  a  proportion  than  that  of 
fooo  to  i.  If  therefore  the  bright- 
jiefs  of  any  of  the  fixed  ftars  ihould 
not  exceed  that  of  our  common 
candles,  which,  as  being  fomething 
lefs  luminous  than  wax,  we  will 
fuppofe  in  round  numbers  to  be  only 
one  lo.ooodth  part  as  bright  as  the 
Fun,  fuch  a  ftar  would  not  be  visi¬ 
ble  at  more  than  an  loodth  part  of 
the  di fiance,  at  which  it  would  be 
vifible,  if  it  was  as  bright  as  the 
fun.  Now  becaufe  the  fun  would 
fill  appear,  I  apprehend,  as  lumi¬ 
nous,  as  the  far  Sirius,  when  re¬ 
moved  to  400,000  times  his  prefent 
diftance,  fuch  a  body,  if  no  bright¬ 
er  than  our  common  candles,  would 
only  appear  equally  luminous  with 
that  ftar  at  4000  times  the  diftance 
of  the  fun,  and  we  might  then  be¬ 
gin  to  be  able,  with  the  beft  telef- 
copes,  to  diftinguilh  fome  fenfible 
apparent  diameter  pf  it ;  but  the 
apparent  diameters  of  the  ftars  of 
the  lefs  magnitudes  would  ftill  be 
too  final!  to  be  diftinguifhable  even 
with  our  beft  telefcopes,  unlels 
they  were  yet  a  good  deal  lefs  lu¬ 
minous,  which  may  poflibly  how¬ 
ever  be  the  cafe  with  forne  of  them  ; 


of  the  Philofophical  TranfafHons.j 

for,  though  we  have  indeed  very 
flight  grounds  to  go  upon  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  fpecific  brightnefs  of 
the  fixed  ftars  compared  with  that 
of  the  fun  at  prefent,  and  can 
therefore  only  form  very  uncertain 
and  random  conjectures  concerning 
it,  yet  from  the  infinite  variety 
which  we  find  in  the  works  of  the 
creation,  it  is  not  unreafonable  to 
fufpeeft  that  very  poflibly  fome  of 
the  fixed  ftars  may  have  fo  little 
natural  brightnefs  in  proportion  to 
their  magnitude,  as  to  admit  of 
their  diameters  having  fome  fen- 
Able  apparent  fize,  when  they  fhall 
come  to  be  more  carefully  examin¬ 
ed,  and  with  larger  and  better  te¬ 
lefcopes  than  have  been  hitherto  in 
common  ufe. 

u  With  regard  to  the  fun,  we 
know  that  his  whole  fur  face  is  ex¬ 
tremely  luminous,  a  very  fmall  and 
temporary  interruption  fometimes 
from  a  few  fpots  only  excepted. 
This  univerfal  and  exceflive  bright¬ 
nefs  of  the  whole  furface  is  pro¬ 
bably  owing  to  an  atmofphasre^ 
which  being  luminous  throughout, 
and  in  fome  meafure  alfo  tranfpa- 
rent,  the  light,  proceeding  from  a 
confiderable  depth  of  it,  all  arrives 
at  the  eye  ;  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  light  of  a  great  number  of  can¬ 
dles  would  do,  if  they  were  placed 

one 
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bne  behind  another,  and  their 
flames  were  fufficiently  transparent 
to  permit  the  light  of  the  more 
diffant  ones  to  pafs  through  thofe 
that  were  nearer,  without  any  in¬ 
terruption. 

44  How  far  the  fame  confutation 
may  take  place  in  the  fixed  Ears 
we  don't  know ;  probably  how- 
ever  it  may  do  fo  in  many  ;  but 
there  are  feme  appearances  with 
regard  to  a  few  of  them,  which 
feem  to  make  it  probable,  that  it 
does  not  do  fo  univerfally.  Now, 
if  I  am  right  in  fuppofing  the  light 
of  the  fun  to  proceed  from  a  lu¬ 
minous  atmofphaere,  which  mu  ft  ne- 
ceffarily  diffufe  itfelf  equally  over 
'the  whole  fur  face,  and  I  think 
there  can  be  very  little  doubt  that 
this  is  really  the  cafe,  this  confti- 
tution  cannot  well  take  place  in 
thole  Ears,  which  are  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  periodically  more  and  lefs  lu¬ 
minous,  fuch  as  that  in  Collo  Ceii, 
&c.  It  is  alfo  hot  very  improba¬ 
ble,  that  there  is  fome  difference 
from  that  of  the  fun,  in  the  con- 
ftitution  of  thofe  liars,  which  have 
fometimes  appeared  and  fometimes 
difappeared,  of  which  that  in  the 
coniiellatiori  of  Cafiiopeia  is  a  not¬ 
able  in  fiance.  And  if  thofe  con¬ 
jectures  are  well  founded  which 
have  been  formed  bv  fome  philo- 
fephers  concerning  liars  of  thefe 
kinds,  that  they  are  not  wholly 
luminous,  or  at  leail  not  conftantly 
fo,  but  that  all,  or  by  far  the 
greatefi  part  of  their  fuff  Face's  is 
fubjecl  to  confiderable  changes, 
fometimes  becoming  luminous,  and 
at  other  times  being  extlnguifhed  ; 
St  is  amongll  the  bars  of  this  fort, 
that  we  are  moll  likely  to  meet  with 
inllances  of  a  fenfible  apparent 
diameter,  their  light  being  much 
more  likely  not  to  be  fo  great,  in 
proportion  as  that  of  the  fun, 
Which,  if  removed  to  four  hundred 


thoufand  times  his  prefent  difiance 
would  ltill  appear,  I  apprehend, 
as  bright  as  Sirius,  as  I  have  oh-: 
ferved  above  ;  whereas  it  is  hardly 
to  be  expected,  with  any  telefcopes 
whatfoever,  that  we  fihould  ever 
be  able  to  diftiiiguifh  a  well-defined 
dife  of  any  body  of  the  fame  fize 
with  the  fun  at  much  more  than 
ten  thoufand  times  his  defiance-. 

64  Hence  the  greatefi  di fiance  at 
which  it  would  be  poffible  to  dif~ 
tinguilh  any  feniible  apparent  dia* 
meter  of  a  body  as  denfe  as  the 
fun  cannot  well  greatly  exceed  five 
hundred  times  ten  thoufand,  that 
is,  five  million  times  the  di  fiance, 
cf  the  fun  ;  for  if  the  diameter  of 
fuch  a  body  was  not  lefs  than  five 
hundred  times  that  of  the  fun,  its 
light,  could  never  arrive  at  us. 

44  If  there  Ihould  really  exift  lit 
nature  any  bodies,  whole  denfitv 
is  not  lefs  than  that  of  the  fun, 
and  whole  diameters  are  more  than 
q  oo  times  the  diameter  of  the  fun* 
iln.ee  their  light  could  not  arrive  at 
us  ;  or  if  there  fhould  exift  any 

'  ^  j 

other  bodies  of  a  fomewhat  fmaller 

fize,  which  are  not  naturally  lu¬ 
minous  ;  of  the  exifience  of  bo¬ 
dies  under  either  of  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  we  could  have  no  inform 
mation  from  fight ;  yet,  if  any 
other  luminous  bodies  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  revolve  about  them  wc 

might  fill!  perhaps  from  the  mo¬ 
tion's  of  thefe  revolving  bodies  in¬ 
fer  the  exifience  of  the  central  ones 
with  fome  degree  of  probability, 
as  this  mip-ht  afford  a  clue  to  fome 
of  the  apparent  irregularities  of 
the  revolving  bodies,  which  would 
not  be  eafily  explicable  on  any 
other  hypdthefis  :  but  as  the  eon- 
fequences  of  fuch  a  fuppolitlon  are 
very  obvious,  and  the  confidera- 
tion  of  them  fomewhat  befide  my 
prefent  purpofe,  I  fhall  not  profe- 
cute  them  any  farther 


“  The 


On  dk  cove  ring  the  DISTANCE 

The  diminution  of  the  velo¬ 
city  of  light,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be 
found  to  take  place  in  any  of  the 
fixed  liars,  is  the  principal  phseno- 
htenon  whence  it  is  propofed  to 
diicover  their  difiance,  &c.  Now 
the  means  by  which  we  may  find 
what  this  diminution  amounts  to, 
feems  to  be  fupplied  by  the  differ¬ 
ence  which  would  he  occ aliened  in 
confequence  of  it,  in  the  refrang'i- 
bility  of  the  light,  whole  velocity 
fliould  be  fo  diminifhed .  For  let 
us  fuppofe  with  fir  Ifaac  Newton 
(fee  his  Optics,  prop,  vk  parag.  4 
and  3.)  that  the  refradiion, of  light 
is  occafioned  by  a  certain  force  im¬ 
pelling  it  towards  the  retracting" 
medium,  an  hypothecs  which  per¬ 
fectly  accounts  for  all  the  appear¬ 
ances.  Upon  this  hypothecs  the 
velocity  of  light  in  any  medium, 
in  whatever  direction  it  falls  upon 
it,  will  always  bear  a  given  ratio 
to  the  velocity  it  had  before  k  fell 
Upon  it,  and  the  fines  of  incidence 
and  refraction  will,  in -confequence 
of  this,  bear  the  fame  ratio  to  each 
other  with  thefe  velocities  inverfe- 
ly.  Thus,  according  to  this  hy~ 
pothefis,  if  the  dries  of  the  angles 
6f  incidence  and  refraction,  when 
fight  paffes  out  of  air  into  glafs, 
are  in  the  ratio  of  31  to  20,  the 
velocity  of  light  in  the  glafs  muft 
be  to  its  velocity  in  air  in  the  fame 
proportion  of  3  1  to  20.  But  be- 
eaule  the  areas,  reprefenting  the 
forces  generating  thefe  velocities, 
are  as  the  fquares  of  the  veloci¬ 
ties  :  thefe  areas  mull  be  to  each 
other  as  961  to  400.  And  if  400 
reprefents  the  ar£a  which  cor  ref- 
ponds  to  the  force  producing  the 
original  velocity  of  light,  561,  the 
difference  between  961  and  aoc, 
snufl  reprefent  the  area  correfpond- 
i'rig  to  the  additional  force,  by 
which  the  light  was  accelerated  at 
the  furface  of  the  glafs,- 


Sec,  of  the  FIXED  STARS.  [127} 

44  We  fuppofed,  by  way  of  ex¬ 
ample,  the  velocity  of  the  light 
of  fome  particular  liar  to  be  dimi¬ 
nifhed  in  the  ratio  of  19  to  ic7 
and  it  was  there  obferved,  that  the 
area  reprefenting  the  remaining 
force  which  would  he  neceffary  to 
generate  the  velocity  19,  was  there¬ 
fore  properly  reprefented  by  iff dtk 
parts  of  the  area,  that  fhould  re¬ 
prefent  the  force  that  would  be  ne- 
ceiFary  to  generate  the  whole  velo¬ 
city  of  light,  when  undiminHhed* 
If  then  we  add  561,  the  area  re¬ 
prefenting  the'  force  by  which  the 
lio'ht  is  accelerated  at  the  furface  ©f 

O 

the  glafs,.  to  361,  the  area  repre¬ 
fenting  the  force  which  would  have 
generated  the  diminifhed  velocity 
of  the  liar’s  light,  the  fquare  root 
of  922,  their  firm,  will  reprefent* 
the  velocity  of  the  light  with  the 
diminifhed  velocity,  after  it  has  en¬ 
tered  the  glafs.  And  the  fquare 
root  of  922  being  30,364,  the  lines 
of  incidence  and  refraCtion  of  luck 
light  out  of  air  into  glafs  will  con-' 
feqtrendy  be  as  30,-364  to  19,  or 
what  is  equal  to  it,  as  31,96  to  20 
inflead  of  3  1  to  20,  the  ratio  of  the 
lines  of  incidence  and  refraCtion, 
when  the  light  enters  the  gluts 
with  its  velocity  undiminifhed. 

44  From  hence  a  prifm,  with  a 
fmall  refracting  angle,  might  per¬ 
haps  be  found  to  be  no  very  incon¬ 
venient  inllrument  for  this  pur- 
pole  :  for  by  fuch  a  prifm,  whole 
refradlmg  angle  was  of  one  minute,, 
for  inilance,.  the  light  with  its  ve¬ 
locity  undiminifhed  would  be  turn¬ 
ed  out  of  its  way  33",  and  with, 
the  diminifhed  velocity  3  3//5  88? 
nearly,  the  difference  between* 
which  being  almotl  2  /.  3  3"',  would 
be  the  quantity  by  which  the  lighty 
whole  velocity  was  diminifhed,' 
would  be  turned  out  of  its  way 
more  than  that  whole  velocity  was- 
undiminkhed* 

4,4  Lek 
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s‘  Let  us  now  be  fuppofed  to 
make  ule  of  fuch  a  prifm  to  look 
at  two  liars,  under  the  fame  cir- 
cumilances  as  the  two  liars  in 
the  example  above  mentioned, 
the  central  one  of  which  fhould 
be  large  enough  to  diminifh  the 
velocity  of  its  light  one  twentieth 
part,  whiHI  the  velocity  of  the 
light  of  the  other,  which  was  fup¬ 
pofed  to  revolve  it  about  as  a  fatel- 
lite,  for  want  of  fufiicient  magni¬ 
tude  in  the  body  from  whence  it 
was  emitted,  fhould  fuffer  no  fen- 
lible  diminution  at  all.  Placing- 
then  the  line,  in  which  the  two 
faces  of  the  prifm  would  interfeel 
each  other,  at  right  angles  to  a 
line  joining  the  two  Ears ;  if  the 
thinner  part  of  the  prifm  lay  to¬ 
wards  the  fame  point  of  the  hea¬ 
vens  with  the  central  liar,  whole 
light  would  be  moil  turned  out  of 
its  way,  the  apparent  ’diilance  of 
the  Ears  would  be  increafed  zn .  5  3'' " 
and  confequently  become  3".  53//' 
inllead  of  1".  only,  the  apparent 
diilance  fuopofed.  On  the  con- 
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trary,  if  the  prifm  fhould  be  turn¬ 
ed  half  way  round,  and  its  thinner 
part  lye  towards  the  fame  point  of 
the  heavens  with  the  revolving  liar, 
their  diilance  mud  be  dimmifhed 
by  a  like  quantity,  and  the  central 
ftar  therefore  would  appear  \n 
didant  from  the  other  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  it,  having  been  re¬ 
moved  from  its  place  near  three 
times  the  whole  didance  between 
them. 

“  As  a  prifm  might  be  made  ufe 
qf  for  this  purpofe,  which  fhould 
have  a  much  larger  refracting  an¬ 
gle  than  that  we  have  propofed, 
efpecially  if  it  was  conftrudled  in 
the  achromatic  way,  according  to 
Mr.  Dollond’s  principles,  not  only 
fuch  a  diminution,  as  one  part  in 
twenty,  might  be  made  ftill  more 
didinguifhable  ;  but  we  might  pro¬ 


bably  be  able  to  difeover  confider- 
ably  lefs  diminutions  in  the  velo¬ 
city  of  light,  as  perhaps  a  hun¬ 
dredth,  a  two  hundredth,  a  five 
hundredth,  or  even  a  thoufandth 
part  of  the  whole,  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  what  has  been  faid  above, 
would  be  occalioned  by  fphames, 
whofe  diameters  fhould  be  to  that 
of  the  lun,  provided  they  were  of 
the  fame  denflty,  in  the  feveral 
proportions  nearly  of  70*  50,  30* 
and  22  to  1  refpedively. 

“  If  fuch  a  diminution  of  the 
velocity  of  light,  as  that  above 
fuppofed,  fhould  be  found  really  to 
take  place,  in  confequence  of  its 
gravitation  towards  the  bodies  from 
whence  it  is  emitted,  and  there 
fhould  be  feveral  of  the  fixed  liars 
large  enough  to  make  it  fufficiently 
lenfihle,  a  let  of  obfervations  upon 
this  fubjedt  might  probably  give 
us  fome  confiderable  information 
with  regard  to  many  circumftances 
of  that  part  of  the  univerfe,  which 
is  vifible  to  us.  The  quantity  of 
matter  contained  in  many  of  the 
fixed  liars  might  hence  be  judged 
of,  with  a  great  degree  of  proba¬ 
bility,  within  fome  moderate  limits  ; 
for  though  the  exadl  quantity  mud 
Hill  depend  upon  their  denfity,  yet 
we  mull  fuppofe  the  deniity  moll 
#normoully  different  from  that  of 
the  fun,  and  more  fo,  indeed,  than 
one  can  eafily  conceive  to  take 
place  in  fa£l,  to  make  the  error  of 
the  fuppofed  quantity  of  matter 
very  wide  of  the  truth,  lince  the 
deniity  which  is  neceffary  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  fame  diminution  in  the 
velocity  of  light,  emitted  from  dif¬ 
ferent  bodies,  is  the  fquare  of  the 
quantity  of  matter  contained  in 
thofe  bodies  inverfely. 

“  But  though  we  might  pofiibly 
from  hence  form  fome  reafonable 
guefs  at  the  quantity  of  matter 
contained  in  feveral  of  the  fixed 

ftars  j 
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nafs  ;  yet,  if  they  have  no  lumin¬ 
ous  fat.6liit.es  revolving  about  them, 
we  fhall  If  ill  be  at  a  lofs  to  form 
any  probable  judgment  of  their 
diftance,  unlefs  we  had  forne  ana¬ 
logy  to  go  upon  for  their  fpecific 
brightnefs,  or  had  fome  other  means 
of  idifcovering  it :  there  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  cafe  that  may  poffibly  oc¬ 
cur,  which  may  tend  to  throw 
fome  light  upon  this  matter, 

46  I  have  fhewn  in  my  enquiry 
into  the  probable  parallax,  &c.  of 
the  fixed  liars,  publifhed  in  the 
Philofophical  TranfadHons  for  the 
year  1767,  the  extremely  great 
probability  there  is,  that  many  of 
the  fixed  liars  are  collected  together 
into  groups  ;  and  that  the  Pleiades 
in  particular  conftitute  one  of  rhefe 
groups.  Now  of  the  Pars  which 
we  there  fee  collected  together,  it 
is  highly  probable,  as  I  have  ob- 
ferved  in  that  paper,  that  there  is 
not  one  in  a  hundred  which  does 
not  belong  to  the  group  itfelf ;  and 
by  far  the  greateft  part,  therefore, 
according  to  the  fame  idea,'  mu  if 
lye  within  a  fphaere,  a  great  circle 
of  which  is  of  the  fame  fize  with 
a  circle,  which  appears  to  us  to  in¬ 
clude  the  whole. group.  If  we  fnp- 
pofe,  therefore,  this  circle  to  be 
about  20  in  diameter*  and  confe- 
quently  only  about  a  thirtieth  part 
of  the  diftance  at  which  it  is  teen, 
we  may  conclude,  with  the  higheft 
degree  of  probability,  that  by  far 
the  great  eft'  part  of  thefe  liars  do 
not  differ  in  their  diftances  from 
the  fun  by  mom  than  about  one  part 
in  thirty,  and  from  thence  deduce  a 
fort  of  male  of  the  proportion  of 
the  light  which  is  produced  by  dif¬ 
ferent  liars  of  the  fame  grout p  or 
fyftem  in  the  Pleiades  at  leal!  ; 
and,  by  a  fomewhat  probable  ana¬ 
logy,  we  may  do  the  fame  in  other 
fyflems  like  wife.  But  having  yet 
go  means  of  knowing  their  Nal 
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diftance,  or  fpecific  brightnefs, 
when  compared  either  with  the  ft  in 
or  with  one  another,  we  fhall  iHU 
want  fomething  more  to  form  g 
farther  j udgment  from. 

44  If,  however,  it  fhould 
found,  that  among (1  the  Pleiades^ 
or  any  other  like  fyftem,’  there  are 
fome  liars  that  are  double,  triple, 
&c.  of  which  one  is  a  larger  cen* 
tral  body,  with’ one.  or  more  fa  tel - 
lites  revolving  about  it,  and  the 
central  body  fhould  likewif*  be 
found  to  diminifh  the  velocity  of 
its  light ;  and  more  efpeciailyy  if 
there  fhould  be  feveral  fuch  in-? 
fiances  met  with  in  the  fame  fyftem  ; 
we  Ihoitld  then  begip  to  have  a 
kind  of  me  alii  re  both  of  the  dm 
fiance  of  fuch  aiyftem  of  liars  Irony 
the  earth,  and  of, their  mutual  di~ 
ftances  from  each  other.  And  if 
feveral  inftances  of  this  kind  fhould 
occur  in  different  groups  or  ly- 
ftems  of  liars,,  we  might  alfo,  per¬ 
haps,  begin  to  form,  fome  probable 
conjectures  concerning  the  fpecific 
denfify  arid  brightnefs  of  the  liars 
themlelves,  efpecially  if  them 
lliould  be  found  any  general  ana- 
logy  between  the  quantity  of  the 
diminution  of  the  light  and  tft® 
dlitance  of  the  fyftem  deduced 
from  it :  as,  for  in  fiance,  if  thole 
liars,  which  had'  the  greateft  erred' 
m  diminillfing'  the  velocity  of  light 
fhould  in  general  give  a  greater 
diftance  to  the  fyftem,  when  Tup  - 
pofed  to  be  of  the  fame  de  nifty* 
wuh  the-  fun,  we  might. then  na¬ 
turally  conclude  from  thence,  that 
they  are  Ids  in  bulk,  and  of  g'reater 
fpecific  denfity,  than  thofe  ftarg. 
which  climinilh  the  Velocity  of  light 
left,  and  vice  verfa.  In  like  man¬ 
ner,  if  the  larger  liars  were  to  giv® 
us  in  general  a  greater  or  Ids  quan¬ 
tity  oi  light  in  proportion  to  their 
bulk,  this  would  give- us  a  kind  of 
analogy,  from  whence  we  might 
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haps  form  fome  judgment  of  the 
fpecific  brightnds  of  the  liars  in. 
general  :  but,  at  all  adventures, 
we  fhould  have  a  pretty  tolerable 
uieafure  of  the  comparative  bright- 
sefs  of  the  fun  arid  thole  liars,  up¬ 
on  which  Inch  obfervations  lliould 
be  made,  if  the  reful t  of  them 
fhould  turn  out  agreeable  to  the 
ideas  above  explained. 

“  Though  it  is  not  improbable, 
that  a  few  years  may  inform  us, 
that  fome  of  the  great  number  of 
double,  triple  liars,  &c.  which 
have  been  obferved  by  Mr.  Her- 
fchel,  are  fyllems  of  bodies  revolv¬ 
ing  about  each  other,  efpecially  if 
a  few  more  obfervers,,  equally  in¬ 
genious  and  induilrious  with  him- 
felf,  could  be  found  to  lecond  his 
labours;  yet  the" very  great  di- 
flance  at  which  it  is  riot  unlikely 
many  of  the  fecondary  liars  may 
be  placed  from  their  principals, 
and  the  confequently  very  long  pe¬ 
riods  of  their  revolutions,  leave 
very  little  room  to  hope  that  any 
very  great  progrefs  can  be  made  in 


this  fubjedl  for  many  years,  or  per¬ 
haps  fome  ages  to  come.  The  above 
outlines,  therefore,  of  the  ufe  that 
may  be  made  of  the  obfervations 
upon  the  double  liars,  &c.  pro¬ 
vided  the  particles  of  light  fhould 
be  fubjedt  to  the  fame  law  of  gra¬ 
vitation  with  other  bodies,  as  in 
all  probability  they  are,  and  pro¬ 
vided  alio  that  fome  of  the  liars 
fhould  be  large  enough  fenfibly  to 
diminifli  their  velocity,  will,  1  hope, 
be  an  inducement  to  thole,  who 
may  have  It  in  their  power,  to 
make  thefe  obfervations  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  future  generations  at  leaf!, 
how  little  advantage  foever  we  may 
expect  from  them  ourfelves  :  and 
yet  very  pofiibly  fome  obfervations 
of  this  for?,  and  fuch  as  may  be 
made  in  a  few  years,  may  not  only 
be  fufiicient  to  do  fomething,  even 
at  prefent,  but  alfo  to  fliew,  that 
much  more  may  be  done  hereafter, 
when  thefe  obfervations  fliall  be¬ 
come  more  numerous,  and  have 
been  continued  for  a  longer  period 
of  years.” 
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T7 ROM  fome  alterations  which 
JJ  have  of  late  years  been  dif- 
covered,  in  the  relative  pofitions 
and  apparent  magnitudes  of  a  few 
of  the  Ears  we  called  fixed,  it  feems 
not  unreafonable  to  conclude,  that 
there  may  be  many  changes  among 
others  of  them  we  little  fufpedh 
This  thought  has  led  me  into  a 
Willi,  that  1'ome  method  were  adopt¬ 
ed  whereby  to  detect  fuch  motions. 
The  firfl  idea  which  occurred  to 


me  was,  to  make  a  propofal  to 
afironomers  in  general ;  that  each 
fhould  undertake  a  Erie!  examina¬ 
tion  of  a  certain  diflricl  in  the  hea¬ 
vens  ;  and,  not  only  by  a  re-exa¬ 
mination  of  the  catalogues  hitherto 
publifhed,  but  by  taking  the  right 
afeenfion  and  declination  of  every 
Ear  in  their  feveral  allotment,  to 
frame  an  exadt  map  of  it,  with  a 
correfponding  catalogue ;  and  to 
communicate  their  obfervations  to 

one 
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one  common  centre.  This  is  what 
I  could  be  glad  to  fee  begun.  Every 
aftronomer  mu  ft  with,  it,  and  there¬ 
fore  every  one  Ihoutd  be  ready  to 
take  his  fhare  in  it.  Such  a  plan, 
undertaken  with  fpiriq  and  car¬ 
ried  on  gradually  with  care,  would, 
bv  the  joint  labours  and  emulation 
of  fo  many  aftronofners  as  are  now 
in  Europe,  produce  a  celeftial  Atlas 
far  beyond  any  thing  that  has  ever 
yet  appeared. 

“-But  this  would  be  a  work  of 
time,  and  not  within  the  compafs 
of  every  one.  What  1  mean  now 
to  propofe  is  more  immediate  ■  and 
not  out  of  the  reach  of  any  who 
amufe  themfelves  with  viewing  the 
heavenly  bodies. 

“  Meridian  altitudes  and  tranfits 
can  be  taken  but  once  in  24  hours ; 
and,  though  accurate,  are  there¬ 
fore  tedious.  Neither  can  any  re¬ 
examination  of  them  be  made,  but 
with  the  fame  labour  as  at  the  firft. 
Equatorial  feCtors  are  in  the  hands 
of  few ;  and  require  great  ikill. 
Some  more  general  method  feemed 
wanting,  to  difcover  variations, 
which,  when  detected  or  only  fur- 
inifed,  Ihould  be  configned  im¬ 
mediately  to  a  more  itridt  invef- 
tigation. 

“  Turning  this  in  my  thoughts, 

I  confidered,  that  the  noting  down 
at  the  time  the  exa61  appearance  of 
-  what  one  fees,  would  be  far  more 
fimple,  and  fhew  any  alterations 
in  that  appearance  more  readily, 
than  any  other  method.  A  draw¬ 
ing  once  made  would  remain,  and 
could  be  confulted  at  any  future 
period  ;  and  if  it  were  drawn  at 
firft  with  care,  a  transient  review 
would  difcover  to  one,  whether 
any  fenfible  change  had  taken  place 
lince  it  was  laft  examined.  Cata^ 
logues,  or  verbal  deferiptions  of 
any  kind,  could  not  anfwer  that 
end  fo  well. 
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“  To  do  this  with  eafe  and  ex¬ 
pedition  was  then  the  requilite  : 
and  a  telefcope  with  a  large  field, 
and  fome  proper  fub-divifions  in' 
it,  to  direct  the  eye  and  affilt  the 
judgment,  feemed  to  bid  molt  fair 
for  fuccefs. 

44  The  following  is  the  method 
which,  after  various  trials,  I  have 
adopted,  and  think  I  may  now  ven¬ 
ture  to  recommend. 

u  To  a  night-glafs,  but  of  Dol- 
lond’s  improved  con  ftruCtion,  which 
magnifies  about  fix  times,  and 
takes  in  a  field  of  juft  about  as 
many  degrees  of  a  great  circle,  I 
have  added  crofs  wires,  interleCt- 
ing  each  other  at  an  angle  of  45°. 
More  wires  may  be  crofted  in  other 
directions ;  but  I  apprehend  thefe 
will  be  found  fufticientE'  This  te¬ 
lefcope  I  mount  on-  a  polar  axis. 
One  coarfely  made,  and  without 
any  divifions  on  its  circle  of  decli¬ 
nation,  will  anfwer  this  purpofe, 
fince  there  is  no  great  occafion  for 
accuracy  in  that  refpect :  but  as 
the  heavenly  bodies  are  more  rea¬ 
dily  followed  by  an  equatorial  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  telefcope,  fo  their  rela¬ 
tive  pofitions  are  much  more  eafily 
difeerned  when  they  are  looked  at 
conftantly  as  in  the  fame  direction. 
An  horizontal  motion,  except  in 
the  meridian,  would  be  apt  to  mif- 
lead  the  judgment.  It  is  fcarcely 
neceftary  to  add,  that  the  wires 
mull  ftand  fo  as  for  one  to  deferibe 
a  parallel  of  the  equator  nearly. 
Another  will  then  be  a  horary  cir¬ 
cle  ;  and  the  whole  area  will  be 
divided  into  eight  equal  feCtors. 

44  Thus  prepared,  the  telefcope 
is  to  be  pointed  to  a  known  liar, 
which  is  to  he  brought  into  the 
centre  or  common  interfeflion  of 
all  the  wires.  The  relative  poft- 
tions  of  fuch  other  liars  as  appear 
within  the  field,  are  to  he  judged  of 
by  the  eye,  whether  at  ft,  or  ft,  or  ft 
I  z  '  from 
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from  the  centre  toward, s  the  cir¬ 
cumference,  or  vice  verfa  ;  and  fo 
with  regard  to  the  near  eft  wire  ref- 
peftively  *  Thefe,  as  one  fees  them, 
are  to  be  noted  down  with  a  black- 
lead  pencil  upon  a  large  meftage 
card  held  in  the  hand,  upon  which 
a  circle,  fimilarly  divided,  is  ready 
drawn,  (One  of  three  inches  dia¬ 
meter  Teems  moft  convenient.)  ,The 
motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies  in 
fuch  a  telefcope  is  fo  flow,  and  the 
noting  down  of  the  ftars  16  quickly 
done,  that  there  is  moft  commonly 
full  time  for  it  without  moving  the 
telefcope.  When  that  is  wanted, 
the  principal  ftar  is  eafily  brought 
back  again  into  the  centre  of  the 
field  at  pleafure,  and  the  work  re- 
fumed,  After  a  little  practice,  it 
is  afton-ifhing  how  near  one  can 
come  to  the  truth  in  this  way  : 
and,  though  neither  the  right  af- 
cerifions  nor  the  declinations  are 
laid  down  by  it,  nor  the  difiances 
between  the  ftars  meaiured  ;  yet 
their  apparent  situations  being:  p re¬ 
fer  ved  in  black  and  white,  with 
the  day  and  year,  and  hour  if 
thought  neceffary,  written  under¬ 
neath,  each  card  becomes  a  regis¬ 
ter  of  the  then  appearance  of  that 
frnall  portion  of  the  heavens ; 
which  is  eafily  re-examined  at  any¬ 
time  with  little  more  than  a  tran- 
fient  view  ;  and  which  yet  will 
jftiew  on  the  ftrft  glance,  if  there 
fhould  have  happened  in  it  any  va¬ 
riation  of  confequence.  It  is  ob¬ 
vious,  that  very  delicate  obferva- 
tions  are  not  to  be  made  in  this 
Way. 

44  What  I  ftrft  happened  to  pitch 
upon  was  the  conftellation  of  Co¬ 
rona  Borealis,  which  then  fronted 
one  of  my  windows  ;  and  which  I 
have  ftnce  purified  throughout  in 
this  method  ;  making  the  ftars 
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t,  fucceffively  central ;  together 
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with  one  or  two  belonging  t#. 
Bootes,  for  the  fake  of  connecting 
the  whole  together.  Thefe  1  have 
transferred  ftnce  on  a  fheet  of  pa¬ 
per,  to  try  how  well  they  would 
unite  into  one  map ;  which  they 
have  done  with  very  little  altera¬ 
tion, 

44  My  defign  was,  after  mark¬ 
ing  down  all  fuch  ftars  as  are  vifi- 
ble  with  fo  fmall  a  magnifier,  to 
go  over  the  whole  again  with  an¬ 
other  telefcope  of  a  higher  power, 
divided  in  the  fame. way  ;  and  after 
that,  with  a  third  and  a  fourth  ; 
fo  as  to  comprehend  every  ftar  I 
could  difcern.  That  would  dif- 
cover  fmaller  changes  :  but  it  mull 
be  a  work  of  time,  if  attempted 
at  all.  After  fuch  a  rough  map  of 
the  conftellation  is  made,  the  en¬ 
deavouring  to  afcertain  the  right 
afceiifions  and. declinations  of  thefe, 
may  perhaps  be  .advifeable  in  the 
next  place,  rather  ..than  fearching 
for  more. 

•  “In  obferving  in  this  way.  it  is 
manifeft,  that  the  places  of  fuch 
ftars  as  happen  to  be  under  or  very 
near  any  one  of  the  wires,  muft  bf 
more  to  be  depended  upon,  than 
of  what  are  in  the  intermediate 
fpaces,  efpecially  if  towards  the 
edges  of  the  field  :  fo.  alfo  what 
are  neareft  to  the  centre,  becaufe 
better  defined,  and  more  within  the 
reach  of  one  wire  or  another.  For 
this  reafon,  different  ftars  in  the 
fame  fet.inuft  fucceffively  be  made 
central,  or  brought  towards  one  of 
the  wires,  where  any  fufpicion 
arifes  of  a  miitake,  in  order  to  ap¬ 
proach  nearer  to  a  certainty  :  but 
if  the  ftand  of  the  telefcope  be  to¬ 
lerably  well  adj tilled  and  fixed  in 
its  place,  that  is  foon  done, 

“  In  fuch  a  glafs  it  is  very  fel- 
dom  that  light  is  wanting  fufficient 
to  difcern  the  wires.  When  an  il¬ 
luminator  is  required,  I  find,  that 

for 
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for  tins  purpofe,  where  you  wifh 
to  fee  every  fmall  ftar  you  can,  a 
piece  of  card  or  white  paiieboard, 
projecting  -on  one  fide*  beyond  the 
tube,  and  which  may  be  brought 
forward  occasionally,  is  better  than 
one  of  any  other  kind.  By  cutting 
acrofs  a  fmall  feyment  of  the  ob- 

o  m 

je£t-glafs,  it  throws  a  lufficient 
light  down  the  tube,  though  a 
candle  is  at  a  gireat  diftance  ;  and 
one  may  lofe  light  of  that  falfe 
glare  when  one  pleafes,  by  draw- 
ing  back  the  head,  and  moving  the 
eye  a  little  fide -ways,  and  then  one 
fees  the  fmaller  liars  juft  as  well  as 
if  no  illuminator  were  there. 

44  This  then  is  the  method  I 
would  recommend  to  the  practical 
aftronomer,  for  becoming  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  appearance  of  the  liars, 
and  fetting  a  watch  over  the  hea- 
verily  motions.  After  a  very  few  tri¬ 
als,  every  one  would  find  this  eafy. 
And  if  each  perfon  of  every  rank 
among  aftronomers  would  take  a 
conflellation  or  two  under  his  care, 
the  numbers  who  could  undertake 
it  .  in  this  way  would  compenfate 
for  the  defeats  of  a  plan  which 
cannot  afpire  at  great  accuracy. 
The  labour  of  it,  even  at  firft,  is 
but  little.  It  has  coft  me  more 
time  indeed  than  I  ought  com¬ 
monly  to  allot  to  mere  amufement ; 
becaufe  I  had  my  apparatus  to  con¬ 
trive,  and  feveral  different  and 
fruitlefs  fchemes  to  try,  before  1 
could  fatisfy  myfelf.  But  a  quar¬ 
ter,  or  at  the  moft  half,  an  hour, 
is  generally  lufficient  for  the  mark¬ 
ing  of  one  pretty  full  card  in  this 
way  :  and  when  once  the  cards  are 
marked,  'and  a  general  map  of 
the  ccnftellation  is  formed,  a  lit¬ 
tle  time  given  to  it  in  a  fine 
evening,  to  examine  whether  the 

O  7 

liars  or  fueh  or  finch  a  card  re¬ 
main  in  their  former  pofition,  is 
little  trouble  indeed,  Pericverance1 


.  of  the  FIXED  STARS.  [133] 

is  moft  likely  to  be  wanting,  and 
therefore  muft  be  determined  upon  ; 
becaufe,  after  finding  things  time 
after  time  juft  as  they  were,  one’s 
hopes  of  difeoverihg  any  thing  new 
will  flacken.  But  the  different 
Hate  of  the  air,  or  of  one’s  own 
eye,  will  frequently  occafton  a 
frefh  ftar  to  become  vifible,  or  a 
fmall  one  which  had  been  noted 
down  to  feem  to  have  difappeared  ; 
and  fuch  a  mere  accident  will  ferve 
to  re-kindle  the  defire  of  purfuing 
it.  Befides,  if  we  obferve  no 
change  after  a  tolerable  interval  of 
alfiduous  fearch,  we  may  at  any 
time  turn  to  another  conflellation  : 
yet  ought  we  never  to  abandon  the 
former  entirely,  after  having  once 
publickly  undertaken  it,  without 
giving  notice  of  our  fo  doing. 

44  in  the  cards  or  maps,  it  may 
be  obferved,  I  have  not  marked 
the  refpedtive  fizes  of  the  liars . 
Nor  have  I  diftinguilhed  them  in 
any  way,  excepting  a  few  of  them 
with  Bayer’s  Greek  letters.  It 
was  becaufe  i  have  not  hitherto  fa- 
tisfied  myfelf  how  to  do  it.  Some 
method  muft  be  ufecl  by  every  one, 
to  deferibe  to  himfelf  what  he 
means  ;  but,  in  laying  any  thing 
before  the  public,  a  deference  ought 
to  be  paid  to  what  has  been  done 
by  others.  The  calling  any  ftar 
by  a  new  name  would  breed  con- 
fuiion  :  and  as  I  was  deftrous  this 
fhould  appear  before  this  fociety  in 
its  firft  rude  form,  that  a  judgment 
mipffit  be  made  from  it  how  far  fuch 

O 

a  fcheme  would  promife  fuccefs,  I 
was  unwilling  to  look  into  cata¬ 
logues  or  capital  maps  for  the  num¬ 
ber  or  names  of  the  liars,  left  f 
fhould  be  tempted  to  adapt  the  po- 
fitions  of  what  I  had  obferved  to 
what  1  there  found  fet  down  by 
more  able  aftronomers.  Nothing, 
therefore,  but  a  hcmifphere  of  3e- 
nex  has  been  confulted,  juft  for 
1  3  knew- 
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knowing  hew  far  the  conflellation 
is  ufually  reckoned  to  extend,  and 
what  are  Bayer’s  references, 

u  Should  this  plan  meet  with 
approbation,  i  fhall  be  happy  to 
have  propofed  it ;  and  will  endea¬ 
vour  to  forward  it  in  any  way  that 
fhall  be  judged  proper :  or  fhould 
any  other  be  preferred,  which  is 
within  the  abilities  and  leifure  of 
one  who  is  engaged  in  another  pro- 
feffion,  1  fhall  be  as  happy  to  lend 
what  affiflance  I  can  to  it.  My  aim 
is  only,  to  render  fuch  obferva- 
tions  as  I  am  capable  of  making, 
ufeful  to  fcience. 

a  Before  I  conclude  on  this 
head,  give  me  leave  to  add  a  lew 
hints.  Whether  this  method  be 
followed,  or  any  other,  if  a  gene¬ 
ral  plan  be  let  on  foot,  whoever 
undertakes  a  conliellation,  or  dif- 
tridl,  fhould  determine  to  examine 
it  with  as  great  accuracy  as  he  can  ; 
yet  never  be  alhamed  to  let  others 
know  of  his  millakes.  The  error 
of  one  proves  a  caution  to  another. 
Such  ci  rough  Iketch  once  made, 
will  be  found  of  great  ufe  to  molt 
of  us,  in  knowing  which  far  next 
to  examine  with  greater  care,  hie 
who  can  do  no  more  than  this,  will 
do  a  nfeful  work  by  going  thus  far  : 
and  his  frequently  fweeping  over 
his  diilridl  in  this  way,  may  lead 
him  to  a  difeovery  which  might 
efcape  a  more  regular  aftronomer. 
But  whoever  can,  ought  to  do 
more.  By  degrees  the  exadl  pout 
tions  of  every  far  he  has  ncted 
down  may  he  afcertained,  by  the 
method  pradifed  by  Mr.  de  la  Caille 
in  his  fouthern  hemifphete,  or  by 
any  other  which  fhall  be  efleemed 
more  convenient.  Every  one,  in¬ 
deed,  mud  ufe  fuch  inllruments  as 
he  can  procure  :  but  affiduity  can 
do  more  with  indifferent  ones,  than 
will  ever  be  accomplifhed  with  the 
very  belt  without  it.  Whatever 
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references  are  made  for  one’s  own 
convenience,  when  a  map  and  ca~. 
talogiie  are  given  to  the  public 
Hock,  the  old  letters  and  numbers 
fhould  be  retained  as  far  as  they 
go  :  though  yet  notice  fhould  be 
taken,  where  the  magnitudes  of 
the  liars  at  prefent  do  not  appear 
to  correfpond  with  the  order  in 
which  they  have  been  laid  down. 

44  To  render  this  more  complete, 
it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  each 
fhould  give  in  a  copy  of  his  origi¬ 
nal  obfervations,  with  an  account 
of  the  inllruments  he  ufed  ;  fincc 
they  ought  to  be  preferved  as  data 
from  whence  his  deductions  were 
made,  which  may  then  be  re-exa¬ 
mined  at  any  future  time.  Yet 
mufl  it  be  delired,  that  no  one 
would  trull  himfelf  without  carry¬ 
ing  on  his  calculations  as  fall  as 
the  obfervations  are  made  :  they 
will  other  wife  multiply  upon  his 
hands  till  the  labour  will  difhearteq 
him  from  attempting  it  at  all.  A 
heap  of  crude  undigested  obferva¬ 
tions  would  be  an  unwelcome  pre¬ 
fent  to  the  public. 

44  Having  thus  hated  this  pro- 
pofal,  I  fhall  leave  it  to  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  upon,  or  not,  as  fhall  be 
feen  proper  :  and  will  now  only 
fubjoin  a  lift  of  luch  occafional  ob¬ 
fervations  as  I  have  had  opportu¬ 
nity  of  making,  lince  the  lalt  which 
1  communicated  to  this  fociety.  % 
find,  indeed,  that  it  is  much  lon¬ 
ger  than  I  had  apprehended  :  but 
as  I  perceive  foriie  aflronomers 
abroad  have  referred*  to  a  few  of 
thofe  which  have  been  honoured 
with  a  place  in  our  Tranfadlions, 
it  may  be  as  well  to  follow  it  up, 
An  obfervation  retained  among 
one’s  own  private  papers  X  hold  tq 
be  of  little  ufe. 

44  One  thing  let  me  delire  fo¬ 
reigners  to  remark  :  that  the  re- 
gilters  I  gave  ol  the  going  of  my 

clock 
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clock  were  meant  only  as  the  ref¬ 
lations  of  a  mere  fadt  •  that  a  clock, 
of  fuch  a  contlrucUo.n,  kept  or  al¬ 
tered  its  rate  fo  or  fo.  They  leem 
$0  have  tmderftood  it  as  an  account 
of  a  capital  clock,  by  valuing 
themfelvfes  upon  fome  of  theirs  go¬ 


ing  better.  The  time-keepers  in 
molt  of  our  obfervatories  are  far 
more  accurate ;  but,  excepting 
thole  of  the  Royal  Obfervatorv  at 
G  reenwiph,  their  accuracy  is  not 
made  public.” 
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From  an  ACCOUNT  of  fome  late  FIERY  METEORS-;  with  OB¬ 
SERVATIONS  »  By  Charles  Blagden,  Phyfician  to  the  Army, 
and  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Society, 

[From  the  fame  Volume.] 


44  T  Find  it  impoffible  to  quit  this 
Jr  fuhieCf,  without  fome  reflex- 
1011s  about  the  paufe,  that  can  be 
.capable  of  producing  fuch  appear¬ 
ances  at  an  elevation  above  the 
earth,  where,  if  the  atmofphere 
canndt  absolutely  be  faid  to  have 
cs'afed,  it  is  certainly  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  next  to  nothing.  The 
flrft  idea  which  fug-gelled  itfelf,  that 
they  were  burning  bodies  projected 
with  fuch  a  velocity,  was  quickly 
abandoned,  from  the  want  of  any 
known  power  to  raife  them,  up  to 
that  great  height,  or,  if  there,  to 
-give  them'  the  required  impetus  ^ 
and  the  ingenuity  of  Dr.  Halley 
foon  furnifhed  him  with  another 
hypothelis,  in  which  he  thought 
both  thefe  difficulties  obviated.  He 
iuppofes  there  is  no  projection  of  a 
Angle  body  in  the  cafe  ;  but  that 
a  train  of  combuflible  vapours,  ac¬ 
cumulated  in  thole  lofty  regions, 
is  fnddenly  let  on  Are,  whence  all 
the  phenomena  are  produced  by 
the  lucceffive  inflammation.  But 
Dr.  Halley  gives  no  juft  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  nature  of  thefe  vapours, 
nor  of  the  manner  in  which  they 
can  be  railed  up  through  a;r  lb  cxr 


trpmely  rare  ;  nor,  fuppofing  them 
fo  railed,  does  lie  account  for  their 
regular  arrangement  in  a  ftraight 
and  equable  line  of  fuch  prodigious 
extent,  or  for  their  continuing  to 
burn  in  fuch  rareiied  air.  Indeed, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  conceive,  how 
vapours  could  be  prevented,  in  thole 
regions  where  there  is  in  a  manner 
no  p  relture,  from  fpreaaing  out  on 
all  flues  in  conlequence  of  their 
natural  elafticity,  and  inftantly 
loling  that  degree  of  denlity  which 
let  ms  neceffiiry  for  inflammation, 
Befldes,  it  is  to  be  expected,  that 
fuch  trains  would  fometiihes  take 
fire  in  the  middle,  and  fo  prefent 
the  phenomenon  of  two  meteors 
at  the  fame  time,  receding  from 
one  another  in  a  direct  line. 

44  Thefe  difficulties  have  induced 
other  philofophers  to  relinquifli 
Dr.  Halley’s  hypothelis,  and  pro- 
pole,  inftead  of  it,  one  of  a  very 
oppolite  nature,  that  meteors  are 
permanent  folid  bodies,  not  railed 
up  from  the  earth,  but  revolving 
round  it  in  very  eccentric  orbits ; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  they  are 
terreftrial  comets.  The  objections 
to  this  opinion,  however,  feem  to 
1 4,  me 
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me  equally  great.  Moil  obfervers 
deft ribe  the  meteors,  not  as  look¬ 
ing  like  folk!  bodies,  but  rather 
l|ke  a  fine  luminous  matter,  per¬ 
petually  changing-  its  fhape  and 
appearance.  Of  this  .  many  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  opinion  are  fo  fen- 
lible,  that  they  fuppofe  the  revolv¬ 
ing  body  gets  a  coat  or  atmofphere 
of  electricity,  by  means  of  which 
it  becomes  luminous  ;  but,  I  think, 
whoever  carefully  perukes  the  va¬ 
rious  accounts  of  fire-balls,  and 
efpecially  ours  of  the  1 8th  of  Au- 
g'i-ifl,  when  it  divided,  will  per¬ 
ceive  that  their  phenomena  do  not 
correfpond  with  the  idea  of  a  folid 
nucleus  enveloped  in  a  fubtile  fluid, 
flfly  more  than.. with  the  conjecture 
of  another  learned  gentleman,  that 
they  become  luminous  by  means  of 
a  contained  fluid,  which  occafio.n- 
ally  explodes  through  the  thick  fo¬ 
lid  outer  {hell* 

45  A  it  rang  objection  to  this  hy- 
pothefis  of  permanent  revolving- 
bodies,  is  derived  from  the  great 
number  of  them  there  muff  be  to 
anfwer  all  the  appearances.  Such 
a  regular  .gradation  is  obferved, 
from  thofe  large  meteors  which 
ilrike  all  beholders  with  aftonifh- 
rnent,  and  or  cur  but  rarely,  down 
fo  the  minute  fires,  called  {hoofing, 
liars,  which  are  fefcn,  without  bfing 
regarded,  in  great  numbers  every 
clear  night,  that  it  fee  ms  impof- 
fible  to  draw  any  line  of  -dlftinc- 
tion  between  them,  or  deny  that 
that  they  are  all  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture.  But  fuch  a  crowd  of  revolv¬ 
ing  bodies  could  fcarcely  fail  to  an¬ 
nounce  their  exigence  by  fome 
other  means  than  merely  a  lumin¬ 
ous  train  in  the  flight  ;  as  for  in- 
flance,  by  meeting  or  ju filing  ft  be¬ 
times  near  the  earth,  or  by  falling 
to  the  earth  m  confequence  of  va¬ 
rious  accidents  :  at  lead  we  might 
ej^ect  they  would  be  teen  in  the 
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day-time,  either  with  the  nak^d 
eye  or  telefccpes,  by  fome  of.  the 
numerous  obfervers  who  are  com- 
ibmtly  examining  the  heavens. 
With  regard  to  thefe  falling  liars, 
it  were  much  to  be  wifhed,  that 
obiervations  fnould  be  made  upon 
them  by  different  perfons  in  con¬ 
cert  at  dill  ant  ftations,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  afcertaining  their  height 
and  velocity  ;  which  would  tend 
very  much  to  iljufirate  all  this  part 
of  meteorology. 

u  Another  argument  of  great 
weight  again  ft  the  hypotheiis  that 
fire-balls  are  terreftrial  comets,  is 
taken  from  their  great  velocity.  A 
body  falling  from  infinite  fpace  to¬ 
ward  the  earth,  "would  have  ac¬ 
quired  a  velocity  of  no  more  than 
7  miles  a  fecond,  when  it  came 
within  50  miles  of  the  earth’s  fur- 
face  ;  whereas  thefe  meteors  feem 
to  move  at  leaf!  three  times  fafter. 
And  this  objection,  if  there  be  no 
mlftake  in  regard  to  the  velocity 
of  the  meteors,  as  I  think  there  is 
not,  abfolutely  overfets  the  whole 
hypotheiis. 

u  What  then  can  thefe  meteors 
-be  ?  The  only  agent  in  nature  with 
which  we  are  acquainted,  that 
feems  capable  of  producing  fuch 
phaenomena,  is  electricity.  I  do 
not  mean  that  by  what  is  already 
known  „  of  that  fluid,  all  the  diffi¬ 
culties  relative  to  meteors  can  be 
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folved,  as  the  laws,  by  which  its 
motions  on  a  large  fca#e  are  regu¬ 
lated  in  thofe  regions  fo  nearly 
empty  of  air,  can  fcarcely,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  be  iavefli gated  in  our  fmall 
experiments  with  exbaufted  veflels  ; 
but  only  that  feveral  of  the  fart s 
point  out  a  near  connexion  and 
analogy  with  elebfricity,  and  that 
none  of  them  are  irreconcilable  to 
the  difcovered  laws  of  that  fluid. 

u  1.  Electricity  moves  with  fuch 
a  prodigious  velocity,  as  to  eluc^e 

'  ‘  all 
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&U-  the  attempts  hitherto  made  by 
phiiofophers  to  deteff  it  ;  but  the 
fwiftnefs  of  meteors*  hating  it  at 
zo  miles  a  fecond,  is  fuch  as  no 
experiments  yet  contrived  could 
have  difcovered,  and  which  fee.ms 
to  belong'  to  electricity  alone.  This 
is,  perhaps,  the  only  cafe  in  which 
the  courfe  or  direction  of  that  fluid 
is  rendered  perceptible  to  our 
fenfes,  in  confequence  of  the  large 
fcale  on  which  there  fire-balls  move. 

44  2.  Various  electrical  phaenome-. 
na  have  been  feen  attending  me¬ 
teors.  Lambent  flames  are  defcrib- 
ed  as  fettling  upon  men,  horfes, 
-and  other  objefts  ;  and  fparks  com¬ 
ing  from  them,  or  the  whole  me¬ 
teor  itfelf,  it  is  laid,  have  damaged 
Blips,  houfes,  See.  in  the  manner 
of  lightning.  Thefe  fads,  I  muft 
own,  are  but  ob  feu  rely  related, 
yet  fiill  they  do  not  feem  to  be  de- 
it  flute  of  foundation.  If  there  be 
really  any. hilling  nolle  heard  while 
meteors  are  palling,  it  feems  expli¬ 
cable  on  no  other  fuppofition  than 
that  of  fireams  of  eleftric  matter 
iffuing  from,  them,  and  reaching 
the  earth  with  a  velocity  equal  to 
that  of  the  meteor,  namely,  in 
two  or  three  feconds.  Accordingly, 
in  one  of  our  late  meteors,  the 
hilling  was  compared  to  that  of 
eledtricfly  iffiuing  from  a  conduc¬ 
tor.  The  i paries  flying  off'  fo  per¬ 
petually  from  the  body  of  fire¬ 
balls,  may  poffibly  have  feme  con¬ 
nexion  with  thefe  dreams.  In  the 
fame  manner  the  found  of  explo- 
iions  may  perhaps  be  brought  to 
us  quicker,  than  if  it  were  propa¬ 
gated  through  the  whole  difiance 
by  air  alone.  Should  thefe  ideas 
be  well  founded,  the  change  of 
direction  which  meteors  feem  at 
times  to  undergo,  may  poffibly  be 
influenced  by  The  fiate  of  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth  over  which  they 
are  palling',  and  to  which  the 


fimilar  caufe  may  occalion  the  ap-? 
parent  explolion,  the  opening  of 
more  channels  giving  new  vent  and 
motion  to  the  eleCtric  fluid’.  May 
not  the  •  deviation  and  explofioa 
which  appear  to  have  taken  place 
in  the  fire-ball  of  the  ibth  of  Au-^ 
guffi  over  Line olnftii re,  have  been, 
determined  by  its  approach  toward 
the  fens,  and  an  attraction  pro-? 
duced  by  that  large  body  of  moil- 
ture  ? 

44  3.  A  further  argument  for  the 
electric  origin  of  meteors  is  de¬ 
duced  from  their  connexion  with 
the  northern  lights,  and  the  re- 
femblance  they  bear  to  thefe  elec¬ 
trical  phenomena,  as  they  are 
now  almoft  univerlally  allowed  to 
be,  in  feveral  particulars.  In- 
fiances  are  recorded,  where  north¬ 
ern  lights  have  been  feen  to  join 
and  form  luminous  balls,  darting 
about  with  great  velocity,'  and  even 
leaving  a  train  behind  like  the  com¬ 
mon  fire-balls.  This  train  1  take 
to  be  nothing  but  the  rare  air  left 
in  fuch  a  highly  eledtrified  fiate  as 
to  be  luminous  ;  and  fome  ftreams 
of  the  northern  lights  are  very 
much  like  it.  The  aurora  bore¬ 
alis  appears  to  occupy  as  high,  if 
not  a  higher,  region  above  the 
fur-face  of  the  earth,  as  may  be 
judged  from  the  very  difiant  coun¬ 
tries  to  which  it  has  been  viiible  at 
the  fame  time  :  indeed  the  great 
accumulation  of  electric  matter 
feems  to  lie  beyond  the  verge  of 
our  atmofphere,  as  efti mated  by 
the  ceffatioju  of  twilight.  Alfo  with 
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the  northern  lights  a  hilling  nolle 
is  laid  to  be  heard  in  fome  very 
cold  climates  :  Gmelin  l'peaks  of 
it  in  the  moil  pointed  terms,  as 
frequent  and  very  loud  in  the 
nerth-eafiern  parts  of  Siberia  ;  and 
other  travellers  have  related  fimilar 
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But,  in  my  opinion,  the  moft 
remarkable  analogy  of  all,  .  and 
that  which  tends  moft  to  elucidate 
the  origin  of  thefe  meteors,  is  the 
direction  of  their  courfe,  which 
feems,  in  the  very  large  ones  at 
lead,  to  be  conftantly  from  or  to? 
ward  the  north  or  north-weft  quar¬ 
ter  of  the  heavens,  and  indeed  to 
approach  very  nearly  to  the  pre- 
fent  magnetical  meridian.  _  This  is 
particularly  obfervable  in  thofe 
meteors  of  late  years  whofe  tracks 
have  been  afeertained  with  molt 
exactnefs  ;  as  that  of  November 
26 ,  1758,  deferibed  by  ftr  John 
Pringle;  that  of  July  ry,  177U 
treated  of  by  3VI»  Le  Roy  ;  and 
this  of  the  Nth  of  laft  Auguft. 
The  lar^eft  proportion  of  the  other 
accounts  of  meteors  confirm  the 
fame  obfervation,  even  thofe  of  a 
more  early  period  ;  nay,  I  think, 
feme  traces  of  it  are  perceivable 
m  the  writings  of  the  ancients. 
Whether  their  motion  fhall  be  from 
the  northern  quarter  of  the  hea¬ 
vens  or  toward  it,  feems  nearly  in¬ 
different,  as  the  numbers  of  thofe 
going  each  way  are  not  very  un¬ 
equal  s  1  con  fide  r  them,  in  the 
former  cafe,  as  maftes  of  the  elec¬ 
tric  fluid  repelled,  or  burfting  from 
the  great  collected  body  of  it  in 
the  north  ;  and,  in  the  latter  caic, 
as  maftes  attracted  toward  that  ac¬ 
cumulation  ;  a  diflin&ion,  proba¬ 
bly,  much  the  fame  m  efttet,  as 
that  of  poiitive  and  negative  elec¬ 
tricity  near  the  iurface  of  tne 
earth. 

«  This  tendency  toward  the 
magnetic  meridian,  however,  feems 
to  hold  good  only  with  regard  to 
the  largell  fort  of  fire-balls  :  the 
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fmaller  ones  move  more  irregu¬ 
larly,  perhaps  becaufe  they  come 
further  within  the  verge  of  our 
atmofphere,  and  are  thereby  more 
expoied  to  the  aftjon  of  extraneous 
caufes.  That  the  fmaller  fort  of 
meteors,  fuch  as  fhooting  ftars, 
are  really  lower  down  in  the  at¬ 
mofphere,  is  rendered  yery  proba¬ 
ble  by  their  fwifter  apparent  mo¬ 
tion  :  perhaps  it  is  this  very  cir- 
cumftance  which  oecafions  them 
to  be  fmaller,  the  eleftric  fluid  be¬ 
ing  mote  divided  in  more  refilling 
aij*.  But  as  thofe  maftes  of  elec¬ 
tricity,  which  move  where  there 
is  fcarcely  any  reliftance,  fo  gene¬ 
rally  a  ft  eft  the  direftkm  of  the 
magnetic  meridian,  the  ideas  which 
have  been  entertained  of  fome  ana- 
loyv  between  thefe  two  oblcure 
powers  of  nature,  teem  not  alto¬ 
gether  without  foundation. 

If  the  foregoing  conjeftures 
be  juft,  diftinft  regions  are  allotted 
to  the  eleftrical  phenomena  of  our 
atmofphere.  Here  below  we  have 
thunder  and  lightning,  from  the 
unequal  diftribution  of  the  electric 
fluid  among  the  clouds  ;  in  the 
loftier  regions,  whither  the  clouds 
never  reach,  we  have  the  various 
gradations  of  falling  ftars  ;  till  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  of  our  corpufcular 
atmofphere  the  fluid  is  put  intq 
motion  in  fufficient  maftes  to  hold 
a  determined  courfjS,  and  exhibit 
the  different  appearances  of  what 
we  call  fire-balls  ;  and  probably  at 
a  full  greater  elevation  above  the 
earth,  the  eleftricity  accumulates 
in  a  lighter  lefs  conuenled  rbfni, 
to  produce  the  wonderfully  diver- 
fified  ftreams  and  corrufeations  of 
the  aurora  borealis.” 
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pENERAL  ACCOUNT  of  the  STATE  of  the  WEATHER  in  the 
Year  1785.  Annexed  to  an  Abllradt  of  a  Regifler  of  the  Barometer, 
Thermometer,  and  Rain,  at  Lyndon,  in  Rutland,  1783.  By 
Thomas  Barker,  Eiq. 
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u  rT"'HE  year  began  with  a  fhort 
§_  dry  fro  ft,  then  {bowery,  in¬ 
termixed  with  froft.  The  end  of 
January,  and  near  half  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  ftormy  and  wet,  and  after  ten 
days  fine  and  mild  ;  a  ievere  ieaion 
for  fnow,  wet,  wind,  and  froft. 
The  end  of  February  and  begin¬ 
ning  of  March,  cut  the  grafs,  corn, 
and  ftock,  more  than  all  the  winter 
before.  From  March  lotoMayay, 
wras  a  very  dry  feafon  and  hue  iced¬ 
time  ;  but  fo  dry  at  laft  the  late 
fown  corn  could  not  come  up.  The 
fpring  was  pleafant  ;  but  almoft 
conftant  frofty  mornings  till  April, 
and  frequent  afterward,  kept  things 
backward  ;  and  though  there  was 
fome  fine  warm  weather  the  middle 
of  April,  yet  later  in  May  the 
drought  and  N.  E.  winds  flopped 
the  growth  of  things ;  and  two 
fliarp  frofty  nights,  May  25  and  26, 
the  rime  was  fo  particularly  cutting- 
in  the  meadows,  that  the  young 
{hoots  on  many  oak  and  aih  trees  in 
the  rallies  were  entirely  killed, 
while  thofe  on  the  hills  were  un¬ 
hurt,  and  fome  of  the  tops  of  the 
trees  efcaped,  though  the  bottoms 
were  blafted. 

44  May  27  to  30,  in  a  continued 
th  ree  days  rain  there  fell  3  f  inches, 
which  is,  I  believe,  the  moil  that 
has  come  in  one  continued  uirceaf- 
ing  rain  iince  July,  1736)  when,  in 
about  the  fame  time,  there  came 
five  inches ;  but  the  rain  this  May 
was  not  alike  in  all  places,  for 
there  was  not  a  quarter  io  much  in 
Hampfliire.  This  rain  was  of  vaft 


fervice  to  bring  up  the  late  fown 
corn,  and  make  the  grafs  grow 
well  j  but  this  and  fome  other 
hafty  rains  afterwards  hurt  the 
meadow  grafs,  by  flooding  it  three 
times.  Hot  weather  fucceeding,  it 
was  a  very  growing  time,  and  ten 
days  together,  in  the  middle  of 
June,  were  all  wet. 

44  During  the  ftiowery  time  an 
uncommon  hazmefs  began,  which 
was  very  remarkable  all  the  reft  of 
the  fummer  :  the  air  was  all  thick 
both  below  the  clouds  and  above 
them,  the  hills  looked  blue,  and  at 
a  diitance  could  not  be  leen  ;  the 
fun  ftione  very  red  through  the 
haze,  and  fometimes  could  not  be 
feen  when  near  fettiny.  There 
was  more  or  lefs  of  this  haze  almoft 
conftantly  for  a  month,  and  very 
frequently  to  the  end  of  the  fum¬ 
mer,  and  it  did  not  ceafe  till  Mi¬ 
chaelmas  ;  and  ne  ther  rain  nor  fair, 
wind  nor  calm,  eall  nor  weft  winds, 
took  it  away  ;  and  it  was  as  exten- 
five  as  common,  for  it  was  the 
fame  all  over  Europe,  and  even  to 
the  top  of  the  Alps  This  haze 
was  very  like  Virgil’s  defeription. 
of  the  fummer  after  Julius  Caelar’a 
death,  which  was  probably  the 
fame  cafe, 

“  Cum  caput  obfeura  nitidum  feiru- 
gine  texit,” 

for  nifty  iron  is  a  very  good  de¬ 
feription  ©f  the  colour  the  fun 
ftione.  But  by  Plutarch’s  account, 
near  the  end  of  C.  Caftar,  that 
fummer  was  very  di  fie  rent  from  this 
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in  other  refpedts  ;  for  he  fays,  the 
fun  gave  very  little  heat,  the  air 
was  cloudy  and  heavy,  and  the 
fruits  not  ripened,  which  was  not 
the  cafe  this  year ;  for  this  Was  a 
dry  haze,  the  fummer  in  general 
hot  and  dry,  and  in  fame  countries 
very  much  fo. 

44  I  think  I  never  knew  more 
mifchief  done  by  thunder  than 
there  was  in  different  places  this 
year,  from  the  beginning  of  July, 
and  very  feldom  more  or  hotter 
weather  ;  yet  where  they  had  not 
thofe  thunder-fhowefs  they  fuffered 
by  being  burnt  up.  Here  we  never 
wanted  grafs  after  May,  and  the 
hay  and  harveft  were  both  well  got 
in  ;  but  in  Surrey,  Hampfhire,  and 
Horfet,  they  were  very  much  burnt 
tip,  and  had  little  hay  ;  and  as  they 
had  a  good  deal  of  fliowery  wea¬ 
ther  in  harveft,  their  barley  fuf¬ 
fered  twice,  from  not  coming  up  in 
time,  and  again  in  getting  it  in. 
As  the  rain  this  year  was  chiefly  in 
fhowers  or  fudden  rains,  it  fell  very 
uncertainly,  as  appears  by  corn? 
paring  what  fell  herewith  that  in 
Hampfliire.  The  latter  part  of 
An  guff  and  firft  half  of  September 
was  fliowery  ;  but  in  this  country 
not  fo  much  as  to  hurt  the  harveft,. 
a  great  part  of  which  was  in  firft. 
The  crop  of  grain  was  in  general 
pretty  good,  but  did  not  yield 
enough  to  make  up  the  defefi  of 
t he  laft  year’s  crop,  every  body 
was  fo  much  out  of  all  forts,  as  the 
corn  laft  year  was  both  fcarce  and 
*  bad ;  grain,  therefore,  continued 
d’tar  this  year,  especially  barley. 


44  The  fummer  of  1782  had  been 
fo  cold  and  wet,  that  the  flower 
buds  on  many  trees  were  very  fmall 
and  not  perfected ;  fo  that  this 
fpring  there  was  a  great  want  of 
bloiTorns  on  the  wall-fruit  and  ap¬ 
ples,  and  exceeding  few  indeed  on 
afh-trees  and  hawthorn.  1  do  not 
know,  of  any  afhkeys  at  all,  nor 
any  bunches  of  haws,  only  a  few 
fcattered  Angle  ones  ;  but  cherries 
and  plumbs  bloffomed  well,  and 
there  was  no  want  of  fruit ;  plenty 
of  currants,  and  vaft  quantities  of 
g-oofeberries. 

44  Auguft  18,  a  remarkable  ball 
of  fire  was  feen  between  nine  and 
ten  at  night  all  over  England,  and 
even  in  foreign  countries.  It  feem- 
ed  to  move  from  north  to  fouth  or 
fouth-eaft.  There  was  another 
October  4,  but  not  fo  much  obferv- 
ed,  and  fome  fay  another  afterward, 
but  little  feen  ;  but  there  were 
very  few  northern  lights  this  au¬ 
tumn. 

44  The  autumn  was  a  very  fine 
one  ;  calm,  fair,  and  mild,  but  ra¬ 
ther  too  dry  for  the  fowing  of 
wheat,  which,  however,  in  general 
came  up  well,  and  what  lay  dry 
was  brought  up  very  finely  by  ten 
days  wet  the  middle  of  November  ; 
after  which  it  was  dry  and  fine 
again,  an  open  mild  time,  with  few 
frofty  mornings ;  but  a  good  deal 
of  dark  or  rnifty  weather  in  De¬ 
cember,  yet  mild  till  the  laft  week, 
when  there  came  a  great  fnow,  very 
fevere  froft,  and  cutting  ftrong 
wind,  which  ended  the  year.” 
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ACCOUNT  of  a  REMARKABLE  FROST,  on  the  23d  of  JUNE* 
■  X783.  By  the  Rev.  Sir  John  Cullum,  Bart.  F.  R.S.  and  S.  A, 

[From  the  fame  Volume.] 


it  a  BOUT  fix  o’clock,  that 
morning,  I  obferved  -the 
air  very  much  condehfed  in  my 
chamber* window ;  and,  upon  get¬ 
ting  up,  was  informed  by  a  tenant, 
who  lives  clofe  to  my  houfe,  that, 
finding  himfelf  cold  in  bed,  about 
three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  he 
looked  out  at  his  window,  and  to 
his  great  furprife  faw  the  ground 
covered  with  a  white  fro  ft  :  and  I 
was  afterwards  allured,  upon  indu¬ 
bitable  authority,  that  two  men  at 
Barton,  about  three  miles  off,  faw 
between  three  and  four  o’clock  that 
morning,  in  home  fhallow  tubs,  ice 
of  the  thicknefs  of  a  crown  piece, 
and  which  was  not  melted  before 
fix. 

a  This  unfeafonable  froft  pro¬ 
duced  fome  remarkable  efteCis.  I  he 
ari'ftre  of  the  barley,  which  was 
coming  into  ear,  became  brown 
and  withered  at  the  extremities,  as 
did  the  leaves  of  the  oats ;  the  rye 
had  the  appearance  of  being  mil¬ 
dewed  ;  fo  that  the  farmers  weie 
alarmed  for  thofe  crops.  The  wheat 
was  n.ot  much  affected.  The  larch, 
Weymouth  pine,  and  hardy  Scotch 
fir,  had  the  tips  of  their  leaves 
withered  ;  the  firft  was  particularly 
damaged,  and  made  a  fhabby  ap¬ 
pearance  the  reft  of  the  fummer. 
The  leaves  of  fome  allies,  very 
much  fheltered,  in  my  garden, 
buffered  greatly.  A  walnut-tree 
received  a  lecond  Ihot  (the  firft  was 
from  a  fevere  froft  on  the  26th  or 
May),  which  completed  the  ruin  of 
its  crop.  Cherry  -trees,  a  ftandard 
peach-tree,  filbert  and  hafel-nut- 
trees,  filed  their  leaves  plentifully, 
and  littered  the  walks  as  in  autumn. 


The  barberry-bufh  was  extremely  ' 
pinched,  as  well  as  the  hypericum 
perforatum  and  hirfutum  :  as  the 
two  laft  are  folftitial,  and,  rather 
delicate  plants,  1  wondered  the  lefs 
at  their  feniibility  ;  but  was  much 
furprifed  to  find,  that  the  vernal 
blackthorn  and  fweet  violet,  the, 
leaves  of  which  one  would  have 
thought  mull  have  acquired  a  per¬ 
fect  firmnefs  and  ftrength,  were  in¬ 
jured  full  as  much.  All  thefe  ve¬ 
getables  appeared  exactly  as  if  a 
fire  had  been  lighted  near  them, 
that  had  fhrivelled  and  difcoloured 
their,  leaves  : 

“  — penetrabile  Frigus  admit.’1 

u  At  the  time  this  havock  was 
made  among  fome  of  our  hardy 
natives,  the  exotic  mulberry-tree 
was  very  little  affedted  :  a  fig-tree, 
again  ft  a  north -weft  wall,  remained 
unhurt,  as  well  as  the  vine,,  on 
the  other  fide,  though  j lift  coming 
into  blofibm,  1  fpeak  of  my  own 
garden,  which  is  high  ;  for  in  the 
low  ones  about  Bury,  that  is  but  a 
mile  off,  the  fig-trees  in  particu¬ 
lar  were  very  much  cut ;  and,  in 
general,  all  thofe '  gardens  buffer 
more  by  froft  than  mine. 

Some  weather,  that  was  cold 
for  the  time  of  year,  had  preceded 
this  froft.  On  the  21ft  the  ther¬ 
mometer  had,  at  no  time  of  the 
day,  rifen  to  6 o°  ;  on  the  22b,  at 
ten  at  night,  it  had  funk  to  50U 
On  the  laft  day,  and  on  the  23d, 
difappeared  that  dry  haze,  which 
had  taken  place  fome  days  before, 
and  continued  to  blot  out  the  face 
of  the  fun  for  fo  long  a  time  after¬ 
wards.  After  fun-fet  on  the  24th 

*  /,-...  • 
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it  appeared  again,  and  the  next  day  vanced  a  feafon,  is  certainly  not 
the  leaves  of  many  vegetables  were  on  e  of  the  lead  remarkable  among 
covered  with  a"  clammy  lweet-  the  atmofpherical  phenomena  of 
nefsP5  year.” 

66  So  fever e  a  froft,  at  fo  ad- 


An  EXTRAORDINARY  CASE  of  a  DROPSY  of  the  OVARIUM* 
with  forne  REMARKS.  By  Mr.  Philip  Meadows  Marti neau. 
Surgeon  to  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hofpital. 

[From  the  tame  Volume.} 


«  Q  A  RAH  Kipp  us,  a  pauper  in 

v3  the  city  of  Norwich,  was, 
for  many  years,  a  patient  of  my 
father' s/  and,  at  his  deceafe,  was 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Scott,  aa- 
city  lurgeoti,  who  obliged' me  many 
times  by  taking  me  to  the  poor  wo¬ 
man,  from  whom  I  received  the 
account  of  the  early  part  of  her 
diieafe, 

u  Her  complaints  came  on  fir  ft 
after  a  mifearriage  at  the  age  of 
twenty-feven.  She  had  never 
been  pregnant  before  ;  and  her  dil- 
charges  at  that  time  were  fo  great 
as  to  bring  her  into  a  very  weak 
condition.  She  loon  perceived 
fofne  uneafmefs,  attended  with  a 
{welling  on  one  fide,  which,  alter 
a  few  months,  became  too  large 
to  diftmguifli  whether  it  was  greater 
on  one  tide  or  the  other.  As  the 
fwelling  was  found  to  arife  from 
water,  it  was' drawn  off,  which  was 
in  the  year  1757.  She  was  never 
afterwards  pregnant ;  but  the  cata¬ 
menia  continued  regularly  till  the 
ufual  period  of  their  ceffation. 
When  I  fir  ft  faw  her,  which  was 
in  the  year  1780,  Hie  had  been 
many  times  tapped,  and  fhe  was 
then  full  of  water.  Her  appear¬ 
ance  was  truly  deplorable,  not  to 
fay  {hocking.  She  was  rather  a 
low  woman,  and  her  body  fo  large 
as  almoft  wholly  to  obfeure  her 
face,  as  well  as  every  other  part  of 


her :  with  all  fhe  was  tolerably 
chearful,  and  feldom  regarded  the 
operation.  I  faw  her  juft  before 
we  took  away  106  pints  of  water* 
and  I  begged  leave  to  take  a  mea- 
fure  of  her.  She  was  fixty-feven 
inches  and  a  half  in  circumference, 
and  from  the  cartilage  enfifbrmis  to 
the  os  pubis  thirty-four  inches* 
Her  legs  were  now  greatly  f well¬ 
ed  ;  but  this,  and  every  other 
fymptom  of  which  fhe  complained, 
evidently  arofe  from  the  quantity 
and  weight  of  water.  She  neither 
ate  nor  drank  much,  and  made  but 
a  fmall  quantity  of  urine. 

“  The  operation  of  drawing  off 
the  water  was  generally  performed 
on  a  Sunday,  as  the  moil  conve¬ 
nient  day  for  her  neighbours  to 
alii  ft  her,  and  before  the  latter  end 
of  the  week  fhe  was  able  to  walk 
very  well.  She  was  fir  it  tapped  in 
the  year  1757*  and  died  in  Auguft, 
1783.  Thus  fhe  lived  full  twenty- 
five  years  with  feme  intervals  of 
eafe,  having  eighty  times  under¬ 
gone  the  operation,  and  in  all  had 
taken  from  her  6631  pints  of  wa¬ 
ter,  or  upwards  of  thirteen  hog- 
flieads. 

“  I  will  fubjoin  the  account  of 
the  dates,  and  the  quantity  drawn, 
off  at  each  time,  as  given  me  by- 
Mr.  Scott,  obferving  that  till  1769 
no  exaft  memorandum  was  kept, 
except  of  the  number  of  times, 

although 
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although  the  quantity 

of  water 

Pints. 

drawn  off  was  always 

mealured. 

July  28, 

82 

By  my  father  file  was  tapped  twen- 

November  27, 

85 

iy-fix  times,  averaged  at  70  pints 

—  251 

each  time  :  by  Mr.  Donne  once, 

1777. 

73  pints,  which  makes 

1683  pints 

March  16, 

89 

from  fome  part  of  the 

year  1757 

July  27, 

November  gi 

9° 

to  1769.  By  Mr.  Scott  as  follows ; 

98 

“  277 

1769. 

Pints. 

1778. 

March  1 6, 

70 

March  8, 

96 

July  17, 

72 

Iuly  5> 

99 

November  20, 

78 

November  5^ 

103 

December  31, 

70 

l779‘ 

—  30a 

1 770. 

February  28, 

106 

April  15, 

7© 

June  13, 

10S 

Auguft  11, 

73 

Au  gu  ft  17, 

92 

December  4* 

06tober  24, 

99. 

—  2I9 

December  io. 

90 

1771. 

-  495 

March  2  2f 

74 

1780. 

July 

73  . 

February  6, 

73 

November  3, 

79 

April  23, 

102 

ZBvok mmmm  ^  ^  X 

July  24, 

106 

1772. 

September  10, 

9? 

February  22, 

79 

November  12, 

98 

June  6, 

73 

474 

September  12, 

74 

1781. 

December  12, 

82 

January  i, 

ICO 

—  5°8 

March  1 1 , 

94 

7  7  7  3  - 

June  2c, 

lOO 

March  7, 

78 

October  14, 

1 00 

May  29, 

71 

39+ 

Au guff  29, 

79 

*782. 

December  5, 

81 

January  t  3, 

99 

—  3°9 

March  18, 

64 

1774. 

June  2, 

74 

March  13, 

77 

Auguft  25, 

98 

June  26, 

89 

November  17, 

go 

October  23, 

92 

238 

i*7837 

February  14, 

-  42S 

*775  * 

IO4 

January  24, 

94 

May  1 1, 

IOO 

May  28, 

91 

July  20, 

98 

September  13, 

72 

Auguft  1 1,  on  opening  78 

December  163. 

80 

- -  2go 

337 

Total'663  1  pints. 

n?6-., 

In  looking  over  this 

account 

April  9, 

84  i; 

t  appears  that  108  pints 

S 

was  the 
greateff 
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it  re  ate  ft  quantity  ever  taken  away  clan  of  this  place,  accompanied  me  • 
at  any  one  time  ;  that  file  was  to  open  the  body.  I  ftrft  drew  oft 
never  tapped  more  than  five  times  78  pints  of  clear  wrater  :  fuppofing, 
m  any  'one  year  ;  and  the  large  ft  therefore,  all  the  water  to  have 
quantity  in  a  year  was  495  pints,  been  taken  away  at  the  laft  opera- 
Themoft  water  collected  in  the  Short-  tion,  then  in  three  weeks  Hie  had 
©ft  fpace  of  time  was  95  pints  in  fe-  coiledfed  78  pints,  which  is  more 
ven  weeks,  from  July  24th  to  Sep-  than  three  pints  and  a  half  in  each 
tcmber  10th  in  "1780,  which  is  day:  a  quantity  far  exceeding 
very  nearly  two  pints  in  a  day*  It  what  .Hue*  had  taken.  I  then  open-* 
appears  alfo,  that  in  the  laft  four-  ed  into  the  cavity  from  which  the 
teen  years  of  her  life,  when,  a  re-  water  came,  and  Separated  the  fac 
o-ular  account  was  kept,  file  in-  from  the  peritoneum,  and  found 
qreafed  fader  in  the  winter  than  the  fac  had  arifen  in  the  ovarium 
in  the  Summer  months.  If  the  ftx  of  .the  left  fide.  After  this,  I  dif- 
fummer  months,  from  April  to  fecled  out  the  uterus,  with  the 
September  inclufive,  are  reckoned,  right  ovarium  in  a  natural  ftate, 
(he  loft  in  the  fourteen  years,  in  and  thus  obtained  every  part  ne- 
twenty -three operations,  5972  pints,  celPary  to  ihow  the  difeafe,  viz. 
and  in  the  winter  months,  from  the  uterus,  the  right  ovarium 
Odiober  to  March  inclufive,  by  found,  and  the  left  enlarged  into 
thirty  tappings,  2^96  pints ;  and  an  immenfe  pouch.  The  cyft  it- 
it  will  be  found,  that  30  is  to  Self  was  not  very  thick,  but  lined 
2596  rather  more  than  23  to  1972,  in  almoft  every  _  part  of  it,  but 
fo  that  Seven  more  tappings  were  at  more  efpecially  in  the  fore  part, 
leaft  neceffary  in  the  winter  than  with  Small  oftiikations.  The  peri- 
in  the  Summer.  In  the  months  of  toneum  was  prodigiouily  thickened, 
March  and  November  fhe  oftener  and  thus*,  by  its  additional  ftrength, 
underwent  the  operation  than  in  became  the  chief  Support  of  the 
any  other.  In  thefe  calculations  water.  There  was  Something  ■im- 
the  three  months  in  1783'  are  not  gular  in  the  fac  itielf,  for  it  was 
Included,  as  the  year  was  not  rather  two  than  one,  from  there 
Unfilled.  t  ...  ..  being  an  opening  in  the  fide  of 

««  If  we  compare  the  famous  what  appeared  at  firft  the  only  ca¬ 
ckle  of  Lady  Page,  related  by  vity,  which  led  to  another  cavity, 
Dr.  Mead,  the  quantity  of  water  almoft  equally  large  with  the  firft  ; 
taken  from  her  iadyftiip  appears  fo.  that  if  all  the  water  in  any  ope- 
fmali  when  oppofed  to  the  number  ration  had  not  been  evacuated,  it 
of  pints  drawn  from  Sarah  Kippus.  mu  ft  probably  .  have  been  owing 
The  one  loft  1929,  the  other  663 1 .  to  a  difficulty  in  its  paffage  from 
It  muft  be  confeifed,  however,  that  the  Second  into  the  firft  or  more 
Lady  Page  collected  falter  than  the  external  cyft.  From  the  fize,  how- 
poor  woman  whpfe  cafe  I  have  ever,  of  the  poor  woman  after  each 
related.  operation,  it  is  evident,  that  in  her 

“  I  cortie  now  to  fpeak  of  the  there  being  two  facs  did  not  pre- 
dififedfion,  and  to  make  forne .  ob  -  vent  the  total  drawing  oft  of  the 
fervations  on  the  whole,  On  the  water.  / The  other  vifcera  appear- 
10th  of  Auguft,  1783,  the  poor  cd  all  in  a- natural  ftate.  The  in- 
woman  died ;  and  the  following  teftines  were  quite  empty,  and. 
day  Dr.  Dack,  an  eminent  phyli-  pulheft.  up  under  the  rib?,  Sq  as  to 

h#vg 
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!iave  left  but  very  little  room  for 
the  expanfion  of  the  lungs  within 
the  thorax.  The  bladder  was 
contracted,  nr  rather,  I  thou  Id  fay, 
appeared  leiferied.  The  kidneys 
were  healthy,  and  both  urpters  in 
a  natural  it  ate.  The  fac  is  in  the 
collection  of  John  Hunter,  efq. 

44  In  reflecting  upon  this  cafe, 
an  obvious  queftion  arifes  ;  from 
whence  proceeded  this  immenfe 
collection  of  water  ?  At  different 
periods  of  this  poor  woman’s  life 
the  quantity  drawn  off,  without 
confi  dering  the  urine  the  made, 
was  much  greater  than  the  fluids 
Ihe  drank,  which  appeared  from 
meafuring  whatever  the  took.  It 
appear^  then  pretty  certain,  that 
this  fuperabimdaqt  quantity  muff 
have  been  taken  into  the  body  by 


abforption  ;  and  if  we  allow  the 
bodies  of  animals  to  have  this 
power  of  abforbing,  which  we 
very  well  know-  vegetables  are  pof- 
feifsd  of,  it  will  account  for  many 
appearances  in  the  animal  (Eco¬ 
nomy,  This  poor  woman  collect¬ 
ed  taller  in  the  wet  moift  months 
of  winter  than  in  fummer. 

4 4  From  all,  this  happy  conclu- 
fiorf  may  be  drawn,  that  although 
human  art  is  at  prefent  infufficient 
to  the  perfeCt  cure  of  difeafes  fi- 
milar  to  the  poor  woman’s  cafe  I 
have  related,  yet  nature  is  conti¬ 
nually  defending  herfelf  from  bid¬ 
den  death  ;  and  fuch  relief  may  be 
granted  as  to  protraCt  life  a  long 
time  without  much  pain,  and  often 
with  intervals  of  great  eafe  and 
comfort.’* 


On  the  DIFFERENT  QUANTITIES  of  RAIN  which  fall,  at  DIF¬ 
FERENT  HEIGHTS,  over  the  fame  SPOT  of  GROUND;  with 
a  LETTER  from  Benjamin  Franklin,  LL.D,  By  Thomas 
Percival,  M.  D.  F.  Iv.  S.  S.  A.  etc. 

f  From  a  Paper  read  before  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
Mancheffer,  on  the  2 iff  of  January,  1784.  Printed,  and  given  by 
Dr.  Percival  to  his  Friends,  but  not  yet  publifhed.J 


44  IT  is  a  reflection  which  may 
£  mortify  pride  and  humble  ar¬ 
rogance,  but  ought  certainly  to 
wpimate  the  fpirit  of  patient  atten¬ 
tion,  and  confole  us  under  the  dil’- 
appointments  of  philofophical  pur- 
fuits,  that  many'  of  the  moil  inter 
.reffing  laws  of  nature  have  remain¬ 
ed  undifcover.ed,  till  forne  happy 
coincidence  of  cireumffances  hath 
pointed  them  out  to  inquiry  or  ob- 
Tervation.  Thus’  the  energy  of 
Are  muff  have  been  known  and  felt 
from  the  creation  of  the  world  ; 
but  the  regularity  of  the  expanflle 
power  on  different  bodies  is  a  mo- 
ilHt 


dern  difcovery  of  uncertain  date,, 
And  the  real  nature  of  this  fubtile 
element,  which  pervades  and  ac¬ 
tuates  all  matter,  and  is  continually 
perceptible  to  our  fenfes,  is  yet 
but  imperfeCily  explored.  The 
ancients  were  acquainted  with  the 
magnifying  power  of  denie  me- 
diums ;  and  Seneca  has  noticed, 
that  fmall  letters  appear  larger  and 
brighter  when  viewed  through  a 
glafs  globe  filled  with  water.  Fie 
has  remarked  alfo,  that  apples  are 
more  beautiful  when  lwjmming  in 
fuch  a  veflel.  But  thefe  oblerva- 
tjons,  which,  muff  have  been  made 
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by  lUirhberlefs  fpedfators,  in  a  long 
fucceflion  of  years,  were  regarded 
ii5  folitary  fad ts  ;  and  it  was  not  till 
the  thirteenth  century  that  fpec- 
lacles  were  conftrudted,  in  coiife~ 
quence  probably  of  the  experiments 
jnade  by  the  Arabian  philoibpher 
Alhazen#  and  ourjuflly  celebrated 
countryman  Roger  Bacon.  Yet 
though  magnifying  glafies  came 
then  into  general  ufe,  and  mu  if 
have  been  daily  handled  by  artifts 
and  others,  three  hundred  years 
elapfed  before  it  occurred  to  any 
one  to  put  them  together,  fo  as  to 
form  a  telefcope.  The  collection; 
of  watery  vapours  in  the  air,  the 
figures  of  clouds,  and  the  defcent 
of  rain,  could  pafs  in  no  age  un¬ 
priced  by  mankind,  and  have  long 
been  the  fubjedts  of  attentive  in- 
ve  (ligation.  Yet  it  is  a  very  recent 
jfifcovery,  which  we  owe  to  the 
fagacity  of  a  mo  If  ingenious  phy- 
iiciah  and  phrlofopher,  that  a  ma-* 
•jrifeit  difference  ft! bulls  in  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  rain  which  falls,  at  different 
heights,  over  the'  fame  fpot  of 
ground. 

44  A  comparifoni  having  been 
made  between  the  ram  which  fell 
in  two  places,  in  London,  about  a 
mile  ditlant,  it  was  found  that  the 
quantity  in  one  of  them  conftantly 
exceeded  that  in  the  other,  not 
only  every  month,  but  almoif  every 
time  it  rained.  The  apparatus  ufed 
was  very  exalt ;  and  this  unexpect¬ 
ed  variation  did  not  appear  to  be 
-owing  to  any  mitfake,  but  to  be 
the  regular  eft  eft  of  fome  caufe 
hitherto  unnoticed.  The  ram- 
gage,.  in  one  of  thefe  places,  was 
fixed  above  all  the  neighbouring- 
chimney's  ;  the  other  was  coranfer- 
ably  below  them  :  and  there  was 
reaibn  to  fiifpebl,  that  the  differ-' 
ence  in  the  quantity  of  rain  might 
be  owing  to  the  different  lit  cat  ions 
-sf  the  veifels  in- which  k  was  r.w 


ceived.  A  funnel  was  therefor^ 
placed  above  the  higheff  chimneys, 
and  another  upon  the  ground  of  the 
garden  belonging  to  the  fame 
houfe  j  and  the  like  diveriity  was 
found  between  the  two  thus  near 
'  together,  which  had  fubfiffed  when 
they  were  fixed  at  correfpondent 
heights  in  different  parts  of  the 
town.  Similar  experiments  were 
made  on  Wefhninfter  Abbey  ;  and 
repeated  at  Bath,  Liverpool,  Mid* 
diewich,  and  other  places,  with 
nearly  uniform  refults.  The  ob-' 
fervatioris,  therefore,  however  new 
,  and  Angular,  are  too  well  authen-* 
ticated  to  admit  of  the  leaf!  degree, 
of  doubt ;  an'd  it  is  the  office  of 
philofophy  to  furnifh  an  adequate 
and  rational  folution  of  them.  Dr» 
Heberden  conjectures  that  the  phie» 
nomenon  depends  on  fome  un¬ 
known  property  of  electricity.  To 
me  it  appears  probable  that  the  com¬ 
mon  laws,  by  which  this  power  in¬ 
fluences  the  afcentandfulpenfion  of 
vapours,  are  fufficient  to  explain 
their  precipitation  in  rain,  and  the 
lately  difcovCred  mode  of  its  de¬ 
fcent.  And  in  a  memoir,  written 
fome  time  ago,  I  endeavoured  to 
prove,-  that  the  electrical  fluid  is 
ltrortgly  attracted  by  water  j  and 
that  by  deltroying  the  cohefion  be¬ 
tween  its  particles,  and  repelling 
them  from  each  other,  it  becomes 
a  powerful  agent  in  evaporation, 
and  in  the  formation  of  clouds* 
Thus  when  two  clouds,- containing 
different  portions  of  eledtric  fire 
come  within  the  fphere  of  mutual 
attraction,  they  will  ru-fli  together, 
and  the  elect  ileal  fluid  being  ditful- 
ed  through  a  larger  fpace,  the  par¬ 
ticles  of  wate'r  will  unite,  and 
forming  themfelves  into  drops,  a 
fliower  will  be  produced  :  that  as 
the  rain  delcends  through  an  atmo- 
fphere  containing  little  eledtric  lire, 
it  will  be  coiitiouaUV  communicat- 


cy 
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ing  it ;  the  drops  will  coalefce  more 
and  more  together,  by  the  pro- 
greffive  diminution  of  the  power 
which  counteracts  their  mutual  at¬ 
traction  ;  and  confequently,  in  a 
given  fpace,  a  much  larger  quan¬ 
tity  will  fall  near  to,  than  at  a  di- 
fiance  front  the  furface  of  the  earth. 
And,  laftly,  that  to  this  effect  the 
precipitation  of  the  vapours  con¬ 
tained  in  a  diffolved  or  diffufed 
Hate,  in  the  lower  regions  of  the 
atmofphere,  will,  in  feme  degree, 
contribute  ;  for  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved  to  be  fair  upon  the  top  of 
the  cathedral  at  York,  at  the  time 
when  there  were  fmall  drizzling 
tains,  with  thick  miffs,  in  the  ifrects 
below. 

u  The  memoir,  of  which  I  have 
here  given  a  brief  view,  was  di- 
flributed  amongif  my  literary  cor- 
tefpondents,  and  procured  me  many 
curious  and  interefting  ohferva- 
tions  on  the  fubjedf.  And  I  truif 
rny  friend  Dr.  Franklin  will  tor- 
give  the  liberty  I  take  in  commu¬ 
nicating  to  the  focietv  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter,  with  which  I  was  ho¬ 
noured  by  him,  on  this  occahon. 
The  opinions  and  conjectures  of  fo 
eminent  a  philofopher  may  almoft 
be  deemed  common  property,  and 
on  the  point  in  queifion  they  are  of 
peculiar  value  and  authority. 

JLxtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Benjamin 

Franklin*  LLiD.  UV.  to  Dr. 

pEkCIVAL. 

u  ON  my  return  to  London  I 
found  your  favour  of.  the  16th  of 
May  (177  0-  I  wifh  I  could,  as 
you  defire,  give  you  a  better  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  phenomenon  m 
queifion,  f|nce  7oa  Eem  not  quite 
Titisfied  with  your  own  ;  but  I 
think  we  want  more  and  a  greater 
variety  of  experiments,  in  different 
Areum'dances,  to  enable  m  to  form 


a  thoroughly  fatisfadiory  hypothec 
fis*  Not  that  I  make  the  lead 
doubt  of  the  farts  already  related, 
as  I  know  both  Lord  Charles  Ca~ 
vendifh  and  Dr.  Heberden  to  be 
very  accurate  experimenters ;  but 
I  wifll  to  know  the  event  of  the 
trials  propofed  in  your  fix  queries  ; 
and  alfo,  whether  in  the  fame 
place  where  the  lower  veffel  re¬ 
ceives  nearly  twice  the  quantity  of 
water  that  is  received  by  the  upper, 
a  third  veffel  placed  at  half  the 
height  will  receive  a  quantity  pro¬ 
portionable.  1  will  however  en¬ 
deavour  to  explain  to  you  what  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  when  I  hr (l  heard  of 
the  fa  A. 

“  1  fuppofe  it  will  be  generally 
allowed,  on  a  little  confideration 
or  the  fubjeef,  that  fcarce  any  drop 
of  water  was,  when  it  began  to 
fall  from  the  clouds,  of  a  magni¬ 
tude  equal  to  that  it  has  acquired 
when  it  arrives  at  the  earth  ;  the 
fame  of  the  feveral  pieces  of  hail  ; 

becauie  they  are  often  fo  large  and 

-  ,  r  . 

weignty,  that  we  cannot  conceive 

a  poihbikty  of  their  being  fufpond- 
ed  m  the  air,  and  remaining  at  reft 
there,  for  any  time,  how  fmall  fo- 
ever;  nor  do  we  conceive  an. y 
means  of  forming  them  fo  large, 
before  they  let  out  to  fall.  It  feems 
then  that  each  beginning  drop,  and 
particle  of  hail,  receives  continual 
addition  in  its  pray  refs  downward  s,$ 
dills  may  be  fevefal  ways  :  by  the 
union  of  numbers  in  their  courfe  ; 
fo  that  what  was  at  fir  if  only  a  de¬ 
fending  milt,  becomes  a  flrower  : 
or  by  each  particle  in  its  defeent 
through  air  that  contains  a  great 
quantity  of  diffolved  water,  link¬ 
ing  again  1L  attaching  to  itfelf,  arid 
carrying  down  with  it,  fuch^par-* 
tides  of  that  diffolved  water  as 
happen  to  be  in  its  way  •  or  at** 
trailing  to  itfelf  fitch  as  do  not  lio 
directly  in  its  courfe,  by  its  different 
K  1  flats 
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ftate  with  regard  either  to  common 
or  eleCtric  fire ;  or  by  aii  thefe 
caufes  united. 

u  In  the  fir  ft  cafe,  by  the  unit¬ 
ing  of  numbers,  larger  drops  might 
be  made,  but  the  quantity  falling 
in  the  fame  fpace  would  be  the 
fame  at  all  heights  ;  unlefs,  as 
you  mention,  the  whole  fhould 
be  contracted  in  falling,  the  lines 
defcribed  by  all  the  drops  con¬ 
verging,  fo  that  what  let  out  to  fall 
from  a  cloud  of  many  thoufand 
acres,  fhould  reach  the  earth  in 
perhaps  a  third  of  that  extent,  of 
which  I  fomewhat  doubt.  In  the 
other  cafes  we  have  two  experi¬ 
ments. 

u  i .  A  dry  glafs  bottle,  filed  with 
very  cold  water,  in  a  warm  day, 
■will  prefehtly  collect  from  the 
feemingly  dry  air  that  furrounds  it, 
a  quantity  of  water  that  fhall  cover 
its  furface  and  run  down  its  jides, 
which  perhaps  is  done  by  the  pow¬ 
er  wherewith  the  cold  water  at¬ 
tracts  the  fluid  common  fire  that 
had  been  united  with  the  diffolved 
water  in  the  air,  and  drawing  that 
fire  through  the  glafs  into  itfelf, 
leaves  the  water  on  the  outftde. 
u  2.  An  electrided  body  left  in 


a  room  for  fome  time,  will  be  more" 
covered  with  drift  than  other  bodies 
in  the  fame  room  not  electrified, 
which  dull  feems  to  be  attracted 
from  the  circumambient  air. 

Now  wre  know  that  the  rain, 
even  in  our  hotted  days,  comes 
from  a  very  cold  region.  Its  fall¬ 
ing  fometimes  in  the  form  of  ice, 
fiiews  this  clearly ;  and  perhaps 
even  the  rain  is  fnow  or  ice  when 
it  firft  moves  downwards,  though 
thawed  in  falling ;  and  we  know 
that  the  drops  of  rain  are  often 
electrified  :  but  thofe  caufes  of  ad¬ 
dition  to  each  drop  of  water,  or 
piece  of  hail,  one  would  think 
could  not  long  continue  to  produce 
the  fame  erieCt ;  fince  the  air 
through  which  the  drops  fall,  muft 
loon  be  ilripped  of  its  previoufly 
diffolved  water,  fo  as  to  be  no 
longer  capable  of  augmenting  them. 
Indeed  very  heavy  fhowers  of 
either  are  never  of  long  conti¬ 
nuance  ;  but  moderate  rains  often 
continue  fo  long  as  to  puzzle  this 
hypothecs  :  fo  that,  upon  the 
whole,  1  think,  as  1  intimated  be*- 
fore,  that  we  are  yet  hardly  rip? 
for  making  one.” 
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SPECULATIONS  on  the  PERCEPTIVE  POWER  of  VEGET¬ 
ABLES.  By  Dr.  Percival. 

[From  a  Paper  read  before  the  Literary  and  Philofophical  Society  of 
Manchefter,  in  1 784.  Printed  and  given  by  the  Author  to  his  Friends, 
but  not  yet  publfftied  j 

u  IN  all  our  enquiries  inte  truth,  Demon ftrative  evidence  is  abfolute, 
X  whether  natural  or  moral,  it  and  without  gradation  ;  but  pro- 
is  neceflary  to  take  into  previous  hable  evidence  afeends,  by  regular 
eonfideration,  the  kind  of  evidence  lleps,  from  the  lowed:  prefumption, 
which  the  fubjeCt  admits  of  ;  and  to  the  higheft  moral  certainty.  A 
the  degree  of  it,  which  is  fufticient  Angle-  prefumption  is,  indeed, , of  lit- 
t©  afford  fatisfadioa  to  the  mind,  tie  weight  5  but  a  feries  of  fuch  i-nj- 
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perfect  proofs  may  produce  the  full- 
eft  conviction.  The  iirength  of  be¬ 
lief,  however,  may  often  be  greater, 
than  is  proportionate  to  the  force 
and  number  of  thefe  proofs,  either 
individually  or  collectively  confi¬ 
de  fed.  For,  as  uncertainty  is  al¬ 
ways  painful  to  the  underftanding, 
very  flight  evidence,  if  the  iuhjeCt 
be  capable  of  no  other,  fometimes 
amounts  to  credibility.  This  every 
philo fopher  experiences  in  his  re- 
iearches  into  nature  ,  and  the  ob- 
fervation  may  ferve  as  an  apology 
for  the  following  jeu  d'efprit ;  in 
which  i  fhafll  attempt  to  fhew,  by 
the  feveral  analogies  of  organiza¬ 
tion,  life,  inilind,  fpoiltaneity, 
and  felfmotion,  that  plants,  like 
animals,  are  endued  with  the  pow¬ 
ers,  both  of  perception  and  enjoy¬ 
ment. 

“  T.  Vegetables  bear  ib  near  a 

O  B 

Similitude  to  animals  in  their  tlruo 
ture,  that  botanfls  have  derived 
from  anatomy  and  phyiiology,  ah 
mod  all  the  terms  employed  in  the 
defeription  of  them.  A  tree  or 
(hrub,  they  inform  us,  con  hits  of 
a  cuticle,  cutis,  and  cellular  mem¬ 
brane  *  of  vefiels  varioully  dil- 
pofed,  and  adapted  to  the  tranf- 
miffion  ot  different  fluids  ;  and  of 
a  ligneous,  or  bony  fubllance,  co¬ 
vering  and  defending,  a  .pith  or 
marrow.  Such  organization  evi¬ 
dently  belongs  not  to  inanimate 
matter  ,*  and  when  we  opferve,  in 
vegetables,  that  it  is  connected 
with,  or  iiufeu  mental  to  the  powers 
of  growth,  of  fe  If-  p  refe  r  vat  ion ,  of 
motion,  and  of  feminal  iacreafe, 
we  cannot  he  lit. ate  to  afcribe  to 
them  a  living  principle.  And  by 
admitting  this  attribute,  we  au~ 
vance  a  fiep  higher  in  the  analogy 
we  are  purfuing.  For,  the  idea  of 
life  naturally  implies  feme  degree 
of  perceptivity  :  and  wherever  per¬ 
ception  redder,  a  greater  or  fefs 


capacity  for  enjoyment  fee  ms  to  be 
its  necelfary  adj  unfit.  indefinite 
and  low,  therefore,  as  this  capa¬ 
city  may  be,  in  each  fingle  herb 
or  tree,  yet,  when  we  confide r  the 
amazing  extent  of  the  vegetable 
kingdom,  “  from  the  cedar  of  Le.- 
banon  to  the  hyffop  upon  the 
wall,”  the  aggregate  of  happinefs, 
produced  by  it,  will  be  found  to 
exceed  our  moll  enlarged  concept 
tione.  It  is  prejudice  only,  which 
reil rains  or  fuppreffes  the  delight¬ 
ful  emotions,  reiulting  from  the 
belief  of  fu.ch  a  diffufion  of  good. 
And,  became  the  framers  of  fyfr 
tems  have  invented  arrangements 
and  divifions  of  the  works  of  God, 
to  aid  the  mind  in  the  purfuits  ot 
fcience,  we  implicitly  admit  as  re¬ 
ality,  what  is  merely  artificial ; 
and  adopt  diftinfitions,  without 
proof  of  any  efiential  difference. 
La  pi  dcs  crefcunt  ;  vegetal  Hi  a  cref? 
cunt  et  vivtmt ;  animal? a  crefcunt , 
vivunt,  et  fentiunt •  ')  his  climax, 

of  Linnaeus,  is  conformable  to  the 
doctrines  of  Ariftotle,  Pliny,  jfun* 
gins,  and  others  :  But  none  of 
thefe  great  men  have  produced  fuf- 
ficient  evidence,  to  fupport  the 
negative  charafiteri  fifes,  if  I  may 
fo  exprefs  my  1  elf,  on  which  the 
three  kingdoms  of  nature  are  here 
eflabiiflied.  That  a  gradation  fub- 
fills,  in  the  fc.ale  of  beings,  is 
clearly  manifeft  ;  but  the  higher 
advances  we  make  in  phylical 
knowledge;  the  nearer  will  the  de? 
grees  be  been  to  approach  each 
other.  And  it  is  no  very  extra¬ 
vagant  conjecture  to  fuppole,  that, 
in  feme  future  period,  perceptivity 
may  be  difeovered  to  extend,  even 
beyond  the  limits  now  affigned  to 
vegetable  life.  Corallines,  ma¬ 
drepores,  millepores,  and  lp tinges 
were  formerly  confidered  as  follil 
bodies  ;  But/  the  experiments  of 
count  Marfigli  evinced,  that  they 
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are  endued  with  life,  and  led  him 
to  clals  them  with  the  maritime 
plants.  And  the  obfervations  of 
Ellis,  Jufiieu  and  Peyfcnel,  have 
$nce  railed  them  to  the  rank  of 
animals.  The  defection  of  error, 
in  long  eftabliihed  opinions  con¬ 
cerning  one  branch  of  natural 
knowledge,  juftki.es  the  fufpicion 
of  its  exiftehce  in  others,  which 
are  nearly  allied  to  it  :  And  it  will 
appear,  from  the  profecution  of 
our  enquiry  into  the  infifndts, 
fpontaneityf  and  felf-moving  power 
pf  vegetables,  that  the  fufpicion  ii 
not  without  foundation. 

<4  II.  In  Hindi  is  a  propensity,  or 
movement  to  feek,  without  delibe¬ 
ration,  what  is  agreeable  to  the 
particular  nature,  actuated  by  it  ; 
and  to  avoid  what  is  incongruous 
or  hurtful.  It  is  a  practical  power, 
which  requires  no  previous  know¬ 
ledge  or  experience ;  and  which 
purfues  a  prefent  or  future  good, 
without  any  definite  ideas  or  fo re¬ 
light  ;  and  often,  with  very  faint 
degrees  of  confcioufnefs.  1  he 
calf,  when  it  fir  if  comes  into  the 
world,  applies  to  the  teats  of  the 
cow,  utterly  ignorant  of  the  tafie, 
pr  nutritious  quality  of  the  milk, 
and  confequently,  with  no  views, 
either  to  fenfual  gratification,  or 
fupport  :  And  the  duckling,  which 
has  been  batched  under  a  hen,  at 
a  d: dance  from  water,  di (covers  a 
conftant  reftlefihefs  and  impatience  ; 
and  is  obferved  to  pradtife  all  the 
motions  of  fwimming,  though  a 
liranger  to  its  future  designation, 
and  to  the  elenient,  for  which  its 
oily  feathers,  qm!  web-like  feet, 
are  formed.  Intlindls  analogous 
to  thefe,  operate  with  equal  energy  ? 
pn  the  vegetable  tribe.  A  feed 
contains  a  germ,,  or  plant  in  minia¬ 
ture,  and  a  radicle  or  little  root, 
Intended  by  nature  to  fupply  it 
with  nourkhment.  If  the  feed  be 
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fown  in  an  inverted  portion, fHll  each 
part  purfues  its  proper  direction* 
The  plumuia  turns  upward,  and 
the  radicle  ftrikes  downward,  into 
the  ground.  A  hop-plant,  turn¬ 
ing  round  a  pole,  follows  the 
courfe  of  the  fun,  from  fouth  to 
weft,  and  foon  dies,  when  forced 
into  an  oppofite  line  of  motion: 
But  remove  the  obibaele,  and  the 
plant  will  quickly  return  to  its  or? 
dinary  politico.  1  he  branches'  of 
a  honey-Tuckle  (hoot  out  longitu¬ 
dinally,  till  they  become  unable  to 
bear  their  own  weight ;  and  then 
{Lengthen  themfelves,  by  chang¬ 
ing  their  form  into  a  fpiral : 
When  they  meet  with  other  living- 
branches,  of  the  fame  kind,  they 
coalefce  for  mutual  fupport,  and 
one  fpiral  turns  to  the  right,  and 
the  other  to  the  left;  thus  leek- 
ing,  by  an  inilmdtive  impulfe, 
feme  bod}-  on  which  to  climb,  and 
increaling  the  probability  of  find¬ 
ing  one,  by  the  diverilty  of  their 
courfe  :  for  if  the  auxiliary  branch 
be  dead,  the  other  uniformly  winds 
itfelf  round,  from  the  right  to  the 
left, 

u  Thefe  examples,  of  the  in? 
ftindlive  oeconomy  of  vegetables, 
have  been  purpofely  taken  from 
fubjedts,  familiar  to  our  daily  ob- 
fervation.  But  the  plants  of  war¬ 
mer  climates,  were  we  fufficiently 
acquainted  with  them,  would  pro¬ 
bably  furnifh  better  illuflratioris  of 
this  acknowledged  power  of  ani¬ 
mality  :  And  I  fhall  briefly  recite 
the  hi  Lory  of  a  very  curious  ex  - 
otic,  which  has  been  delivered  to 
us  from  good  authority  ;  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  obfervations  of  feve- 
ral  European  botanifls. 

u  The  dionrea  mufcipula  is  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  Its 
leaves  are  numerous,  inclining  to 
bend  downwards,  and  placed  in  a 
circular  order  ;  they  are  jointed, 
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-spnd  lucculent. :  the  upper  joint 
confifts  of  two  lobes,  each  of  which 
is  fe mi-oval  in  its  form,  with  a 
margin  furnifhed  with  it  iff-  hairs  ; 
which  embrace  each  other,  when 
they  clofe  from  any  irritation. 
The  furfaces  of  thefe  lobes  are  co¬ 
vered  with  fmall  red  glands,  which 
probably  fecrete  feme  tweet  liquor, 
tempting  to  the  tafie,  but  fatal  to 
the  lives  of  infefts  :  for,  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  poor  animal  alights  upon 
thefe  parts,  the  two  lobes  rife  up, 
o-rafp  it  forcibly,  lock  the  rows  of 
ipines  together,  and  fqueeze  it  to 
death  :  and,  left  the  itruggles  for 
life  fhould  difengage  the  in  left,  thus 
entangled,  three  fmall  ipines  are 
fixed  amongft  the  glands,  near  the 
middle  of  each  lobe,  which  effec¬ 
tually  put  an  end  to  all  its  efforts  : 
nor  do  the  lobes  open  again,  while 
the  dead  animal  continues  there. 
The  dilfolution  of  its  fubfiance, 
therefore,  is  fuppofed,  by  natn- 
ralifis,  to  conltitute  part  of  the 
nourifhment  of  the  plant.  But  as 
the  difcriminative  power  of  inftinft 
is  always  limited,  and  proceeds 
with  a  blind  uniformity  when  put 
into  exertion,  the  plant  clofes  its 
leaves  as  forcibly,  if  ifimulated  by 
a  ftraw  or  a  pin,  as  by  the  body  of 
an  ini  eft  :  nor  does  it  expand  them 
again,  till  the  extraneous  fubfiance 
is  withdrawn. 

III.  If  the  fafts  and  obferva- 
tlons,  which  have  been  produced, 
iurnifh  any  prefumptive  proof  of 
the  inftinctive  power  of  vegetables, 
it  will  neceffarily  follow,  that  they 
mull  be  endued  with  fome.  degree 
of  fpontaneity.  For  the  impulfe 
to  diferiminate  and  to  prefer,  is  an 
aftual  exertion  of  that  principle, 
however  obfeure  the  conicioulneis 
or  the  leeiing  may  be,  with  which 
iris  accompanied:  and  inch  voli¬ 
tion  prefuppofes  an  innate  percep¬ 
tion,  both  of  what  is  confopaiU, 


and  of  what  is  injurious  to  thfc 
conllitution  of  the  individual,  or 
fp.ecies  direfted  by  it.  But  it  is 
the  defign  of  this  little  eBay,  ra¬ 
ther  to  invefiigate  nature,  than  to 
appeal  to  metaphylical  cohfidcra- 
tions  :  I  fliall  proceed,  therefore, 
to  point  out  a  few  of  thofe  pheno¬ 
mena,  in  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
which  indicate  fpontaneity. 

“  Several  years  ago.  whilfi  en- 
gaged  in  a  courfe  of  experiments 
to  afeertain  the  influence  of  fixed 
air  on  vegetation,  the  following 
faft  repeatedly  ocurred  to  me.  A 
fprig  of  mint,  fulpencied  by  the 
root,  with  the  head  doymvyards, 
in  the  middle  dial's  veffel  of  Dr« 
Nooth’s  machine,  continued  to 
thrive  vigorouily,  without  any 
other  pabulum,  than  what  was 
iupplied  by  the  fire  am  of  mephitic 
gas,  to  which  it  was  expofed.  In. 
twenty-four  hours,  the  fiem  form-: 
ed  into  a  curve,  the  head  became 
erect,  and  gradually  afeended  to- 
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wards  the  mouth  of  the  vefiel ; 
thus  producing,  by  fuccefffte  ef¬ 
forts,  a  new  and  unufual  con  fig  u? 
ration  of  its  parts.  Such  exer¬ 
tions  in  the  lprig.  of  mint,  to  rec-* 
tify  its  inverted  pofition,  and  to 
remove  trom  a  foreign,  to  its  na¬ 
tural  element,  feems  to  evince  vo¬ 
lition  to  avoid  what  was  evil,  and 
to  recover  what  had.  been  experi¬ 
enced  to  be  good,  if  a  plant,  in 
a  garden-pot,  be  placed  in  a  room, 
which  has  no  light,  except  from  a 
hole  in  the  wall,  it  will  fhoot  to¬ 
wards  the  hole,  pafs  through  it 
into  the  open  air,  and  then  vege¬ 
tate  upwards,  in  its  proper  direc¬ 
tion.  Lord  Kilims  relates,  that. 
(i  among!!  the  ruins  of  New  Ab¬ 
bey,  formerly  a  monailery  in  Gal¬ 
loway,  there  grows  on  the  top  of  a 
wall,  a  planertree,  twenty  feet 
hiuh.  Straitened  for  nourilhment, 
in  that  barren  fituatiop,  it  ieyeral 
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years  ago  directed  roots  down  the 
fide  of  the  wall,  till  they  reached 
the  ground,  ten  feet  below  :  and 
now,  the  nourifhment  it  afforded 
to  thefe  roots,  during  the  time  of 
defeending,  is  amply  repaid  ;  hav¬ 
ing  every  year,  fmee  that  time, 
made  vigorous  fhoots.  From  the 
top  of  the  wall,  to  the  furface  of 
the  earth,  thefe  roots  have  not 
thrown  out  a  iimple  fibre,  but  are 
now  united  into  a  pretty  thick  hard 
root.5* 

u  The  regular  movements,  by 
which  the  fun-flower  prefects  its 
fplendid  difk  to  the  fun,  have  been 
known  to  naturalifls,  and  celebrat¬ 
ed  by  poets,  both  of  ancient  and 

modern  times,  Ovid  founds  upon 

>  ■*- 

it  a  beautiful  dory  ;  and  Thom'fon 
describes  it  as  an  attachment  of 
love,  to  the  celedial  luminary* 

i  .  - 

“  But  one,  the  lofty  follower  of  the 
fun, 

Sad  when  he  fets  ;  fliuts  up  her  yellow 
leaves, 

Drooping  all  night;  and  when  he  warm 
jt  turns, 

Points  her  enamour’d  bofom  to  his  ray.” 

Sfimmer,  line  21 6. 

]Vh  Nature  has  wifely  propor¬ 
tioned  the  powers  of  motion,  to 
the.  diveriiiied  neeeflities  of  the  be¬ 
ings  endued  with  them*  Coral¬ 
lines.  and  feapens  arc  fixed  to  a 

A 

fpot,  becaufe  all  their  wants  may 

be  there  fuppiied.  The  cyder, 

during-  the  afflux  of  the  tide,  opens 

to  admit  the  water,  lying  with  the 

hollow  ihell  downwards  :  but  when 

the  ebb  commences,  it  turns  on  the 

other  fide  ;  thus  providing,  by  an 

inconfidcrable  movement,  for  the 

reception  of  its  proper  nutriment 

and  afterwards  d-ifeharg  irm-  what 'is 

.  L>  ^ 

fuperfiuous*.  Mr*  Miller,  in  his 
date  account  of  the  iiland  of  Su¬ 
matra,  mentions  a  fpe.cies  of  coral, 
which  the  inhabitants  have  mif- 
tiihsa  for  a  plant,  and  hate  deno¬ 


minated  it  lalan-c'out,  or  lya 
grafs.  It  is  found  in  fnallow  bays, 
where  it  appears  like  a  draight 
dick,  but  when  touched,  withdraws 
itfelf  into  the  land.  Now,  if  felt- 
moving  faculties,  like  thefe,  indi¬ 
cate  animality,  can  fuch  a  didinc- 
tion  be  denied  to  vegetables,  pof- 
feffed  of  them  in  an  equal,  or  fli¬ 
ps  rior  degree  ?  The  water-lily,  be 
the  pond  deep  or  fhallow  in  which 
it  grows,  puflies  up  its  flowfer-ftems, 
till  they  reach  the  open  air,  that 
the  farina  fecundans  may  perform^ 
without  injury,  its  proper  office. 
About  feven  in  the  morning,  the 
dalk  erects  itfelf,  and  the  flowers 
rife  above  the  furface  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  :  In  this  date  they  continue  till 
four  in  the  afternoon,  when  the 
dalk  becomes  relaxed,  and  the 
flowers  fink  and  dole,  1  he  mo¬ 
tions  of  the  fen  kive  plant  have 
been  long  noticed  with  admiration, 
as  exhibiting  the  mod  obvious  ilgns 
of  perceptivity.  And  if  we  admit 
fuch  motions,  as  criteria  of  a  like 
power,  in  other  beings,  to  attri¬ 
bute  them,  in  this  indance,  to  mere 
mechanifm,  actuated  folely  by  ex¬ 
ternal  impulfe,  is'  to  deviate  from 
the  founded  rule  of  philoio'phizingy 
which  dirohts  us  not  to  multiply 
caufes,  when  the  effects  appear  to 
be  the  fame.  Neither  will  the 
laws  of  electricity  better  folve  the 
phenomena  of  this  animated  ve¬ 
getable  ;  for  its  leaves  are  equally 
affedted  hv  the  contact  of  electric, 
and  non-electric  bodies;  fliew.no 
change  in  their  fenfibility,  whether 
the  atmofphere  be  dry  or  mold ; 
and  indantly  clofe  when  the  va¬ 
pour  of  volatile  alkali,  or  the 
fumes  of  burning  fulphur  are  ap¬ 
plied  to  them.  ’  The  powers  of 
chemical  dimuli,  to  produce  con¬ 
tractions  ,in  the  fibres  of  this  plant, 
may  perhaps  lead  fame  philofo- 
phers,  to  refer  diem  to  the  vis  fn- 

•  '  iltu. 
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ftta,  or  irritability,  which  they  af- 
hgn  to  certain  parts  of  organized 
matter,  totally  difiindt  from,  and 
independent  of,  any  ien.tient  ener¬ 
gy.  But  the  hypothecs  is  evi¬ 
dently  a  foleciim,  aiid  refutes  it- 
felf.  For  the  prefence  of  irritabi¬ 
lity  can  only  -be  proved  by  the 
experience  of  irritations,  and  the 
idea  of  irritation  involves  in  it  that 
of  feeling, 

*i  But  there  is  a.  fpecies  of  the 
order  of  decandria,  which  con- 
flantly  and  uniformly  exerts  apelr- 
irioving  power,  uninfluenced  either 
by  chemical  ifimuli,  or  by  any 
external  impulfe  whatfoever.  This 
curious  flirub,  which  was  unknown 
to  Linn  setts,  is  a  native  of  _  the 
Eaft  Indies,  but  has  been  cultivat¬ 
ed  in  feveral  botanical  gardens 
here.  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  it,  in  the  collection  of 
the  late  Dr.  Brown.  It  is  trifo- 
lious,  grows  to  the  height  of  four 
feet,  and  produces,  in  autumn, 
yellow  flowers.  1  he  lateral  leaves 
are  finaller  than  thofe  at  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  f  alk  ;  and  all  day 
long,  they  are  continually  mov¬ 
ing'  either  upwards,  downwards, 
or  in  the  iegmcnt  of  a  circle  :  the 
laft  motion"  is  performed  by  the 
twilling  of  the  foot  Falks  :  and 
whilft  one  leaf  is  riling',  its  aim- 
crate  is  generally  delcending  :  the 
motion  downwards  is  quicker  and 
more  irregular,  than  the  motion 
upwards,  which  is  heady  and  uni¬ 
form.  Thefe  movements  are  ob- 
iervable,  during  the  fpace  of  twen¬ 
ty-four  hours,  in  the  leaves  or  a 
branch  lopped  off  from  the  ihrub, 
and  kept  in  water.  If,  from  any 
obilacle,  the  motion  be  retarded, 
upon  the  .removal  of  that  obnacle, 
it  is  refumed  with  a  greater  degree 
of  velocity.  I  cannot  better  com¬ 
ment  on  this  wonderful  degree  of 
Vegetable,  animation,  than  in  the 


words  of  Cicero.  Inanimum  eft 
otnnc  quvd  pulju  agitatur  < exterm  ; 
quod  autem  eft  animal ,  id  motu  cietur 
inter  lore  etfuo* 

*<■  I  have  thus  attempted,  witL 
the  brevity  preferibed  by  the  laws 
of  this  fociety,  to  extend  our  views 
of  animated  nature  ;  to  gratify  the 
mind  with  the  contemplation  of 
multiplied  acceffions  to  the  general 
aggregate  of  felicity  ;  and  to  exalt 
our  conceptions  of  the  wiidom^ 
power,  and  beneficence  of  God. 
In  an  undertaking,  never  yet  ac- 
complifhed,  difappointment  can  be 
no  difgrace  :  in  one,  directed  to 
fuels  noble  objects,  the  motives  are 
a  purification,  independently  of 
iuccefsi  Truth,  indeed,  obliges 
me  to  acknowledge,  that  I  review 
my  speculations  with  much  diffi¬ 
dence  ;  and  that,  I  dare  not  pre- 
fume  to  expect  they  will  produce 
any  permanent  conviction  in  others, 
becaufe  1  experience  an  in. liability 
of  opinion  in  myfelf.  For  to  ufe 
the  language  of  Fully,  Ncfcio  quo* 
mode ,  dum  lego  aftfmtior  ;  cum  pofui 
lihrum ,  often fio  amnis  ilia  elabitur . — - 
But  this  fcepticifm  is  perhaps  to  be 
aferibed  to  the  influence  of  habi¬ 
tual  preconceptions/  rather  than 
to  a  deficiency  of  reafonable  proof. 
For  befides  the  various  arguments 
which  have  been  advanced,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  vegetable  perceptivity,  it 
may  be  farther  urged,  that  the  .hy¬ 
pothecs  recommends  it  fell,  by  its 
confonance  to  thofe  higher  analo¬ 
gies  of  nature,  which  lead  us  to 
conclude,  that  the  great  elf  poffibfe 
fum  of  happinefs  exiifs  in  the  upi- 
verle.  d  lie  bottom  of  the  ocean 
is  overfpread  with  plants,  of  the 
moll  luxuriant  magnitude,  immenfe 
regions  of  the  earth  are  covered 
with  perennial  fore  Its.  Nor  are 
the  Alps,  or  the  Andes,  deuitute 
of  herbage,  though  buried  in 
depths  of  fnow.  And  can  it  be 
*  ima- 
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imagined,  that  Rich  profun  on  of 
life  fub lifts  without  the  lead  fen- 
fation  or  enjoyment  r  Let  us  ra¬ 
ther,  with  humble  reverence,,  fup- 
pofe,  that  vegetables  participate, 
in  fome  low  degree,  of  the  com¬ 


mon  allotment  of  .vitality  :  and 
that  our  great  Creator  hath  ap¬ 
portioned  good,  to  all  living  things, 
“  in  number,  weight,  and  mea- 
RtreT 
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A  r  t  i  c  l  t  the  Second, 
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r-|~N  pi  R  avidity  of  the  public 
for  authentic  intelligence 
concerning  the  progrefs  of  aerial 
navigation,  will,  we  hope,  fufflci- 
cntly  juftify  us  for  ftepping.fome- 
what  out  of  our  ufual  track  in  or¬ 
der  to  lay  before  our  readers  Rich 
well  attefted  faRs  relating  to  that 
curious  fubject  as  feem  to  merit 
attention.  There  is  now  fcarcely  a 
town  of  any  note  in  Europe,  that 
has  not  repeated  the  fir  ft  experi¬ 
ments  in  fome  fliape  or  other  ;  and 
probably  there  will  foon  be  none 
in  any  part  of  the  globe  but  what 
will  be  entertained  by  fimilar  exhi¬ 
bitions.  Of  thefe  we  fhall  take  no 
notice  whatever,  but  fhall  merely 
coniine  ourfelves  to  fuch  effays  as 
are  made  with  a  view  to  improve¬ 
ment. 

“  The  brilliant  fuccefles  of  the 
Parifian  aeronauts,  gave  no  doubt 
fome  countenance  to  the  confidence 
pf  one  of  the  original  inventors 
(the  elder  Montgolfier),  who  un¬ 
dertook  to  con  lira  (if  at  Lyons,  a 
fire  balloon  of  an  immenie  fize, 
with  which,  if  he  did  not  actually 
engage,  it  was  at  leaft  given  out  by 
his  friends,  that  he  propofed  to 
afeend  himfelf,  and  eight  more 
perfons,  with  a  confiderable  cargo 
of  goods,  and  to  perform  a  voyage 


of  no  lefs  a  diftance,  than  either 
Paris  or  Mar  fellies,  according  as 
the  wind  fhould  ferve, 

44  A  fubfeription  was  opened  for 
this  put'pofe,  which  foon  filled, 
and  raifed  180I.  The  balloon  was 
formed  of  double  canvas,  encloT 
ing  three  layers  of  paper.  Ehe 
upper  part  was  afterwards,  at  the 
defire  of  Pilatre  de  Rozier,  chang¬ 
ed  into  a  fimple  cotton  cloth.  It 
meafured  126  feet  in  height.,  and 
100  feet  tranfverfely,  and  weighed 
about  8000  lb.  It  received  its  name 
from  M.  de  FleiTells,  the  intendant 
of  Lyons,  a  great  promoter  of  the 
enterprize  ;  and  Pilatre  de  Rozier, 
the  modern  Dwdalus,  from  whom 
we  devoutly  deprecate  the  fate  of 
Icarus,  was  appointed  captain  of 
the  expedition.  Of  the  number 
who  eagerly  folicited  to  be  of  the 
crew,  the  following  were  enlifted  ; 
M.  Montgolfier,  fen.  the  eldeft  ion  of 
the  prince  of  Ligne,  the  counts 
d’Anglefort,  Laurencin,  and  Dam- 
pier  e,  and  M.  Fontaine. 

<4  The  departure  had  been  an¬ 
nounced  for  the  1  cth  of  January 
laft  ;  and  in  fact,  all  being  ready, 
an  attempt  was  made  to  Rvell  the 
elobe ;  but  whether  from  the  crowd¬ 
ing  of  100,000  fpeclators  who  had 
flocked  to  the  fpot  from  100  miles 

round, 
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round,  whether  from  the  incle¬ 
mency-  of  the  weather,  or  trom 
feme  fault  in  the  conft ruction,  the 
de fired  objeCt  was  not  obtained,  the 
Mo  be  i  welling  only  partially.  Re¬ 
peated  trials  were  made  during  fe¬ 
deral  fucceilive  days,  but  they  al¬ 
ways  failed  ;  and  in  one  of  them, 
the  fire  having  been  coniiderably 
iscreafed,  part  of  the  canvas  and 
cloth  were  burnt.  .1  heic  repeated 
difappointments  had  fo  far  difheart- 
ened  the  people,  that  they  began 
to  defpair.  of  fuccefs,  and  accounts 
had  already  reached  Paris  that  the 
projeCt  had  been  laid  aiide. 

R  The  projectors  however  were 
not  fo  eafily  daunted.  They  foon 
repaired  the  damage  occahcned  by 
this  and  feveral  other  untoward 
accidents,  and  were  ready  for  an¬ 
other  elfay  on  the  19th  of  January. 
The  ocjooo  fpeCtators  re-affem- 
bied.  1  he  feven  navigators  al- 
cended  the  gallery,  in  fpite  of  the 
remonfrances  of  P»  de  Koziei, 
who  wifhed  to  embark  only  two  or 
three.  The  fire  was  lighted  at 
forty-five  minutes  after  two  P,  M, 
the  globe  fwelled  in  about  feven- 
teen  minutes,  and  actually  afeend- 
ed  amid  ft  the  acclamations  of  the 
multitude,  it  fir  it  took  its  courfe 
y/hh  the  wind  to  the  S.  W.  but  forr 
tunatcly  it  foon  alter  tuined  to  ti.iv. 
N,  E  ;  for  had  it  continued  in  its 
hr  it  diredion,  it  would  infallibly 
have  dropt  into  the  Rhone.  Its 
created  elevation  was  vaguely  efii- 
mated  at  about  500  toifes  :  it  float¬ 
ed,  fome  accounts  fay  fifteen,  and 
Others  only  five  minutes.  .  it  then 
defeended  with  a  velocity  that 
alarmed  the  ipeCtators,  and  alight¬ 
ed  a  field  not  very  cull  ant  fiom 
the  place  of  its  departure.  This 
fudden  defeent  was  afenhed  to  a 
rent  near  the  top  of  the  machine. 
None  of  the  navigators  were  hurt. 
The  crowd  arrived  in  the  held  .; 
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feveral  ladies  who  came  in  coaches, 
refigned  their  places  to  the  adven¬ 
turers,  who  entered  the  towm  in  - 
triumph.  Montgolfier  and  Rozier 
appeared  in  the  evening  in  the  box 
of  the  intendant  at  the  play.  No¬ 
thing  could  exceed  the  acclama¬ 
tions  with  which  they  were  re¬ 
ceived,  which  were  repeated  in 
parts  of  the  play  that  had  fome 
ditiant  allufion  to  the  glory  of  the 
day.  Laurel  wreaths  were  pro¬ 
duced,  one  of  which  madame  de 
Riedels  placed  on  the  head  of  Mont¬ 
golfier,  who  immediately  took  it 
off,  and  another  on  that  of  P.  de 
Rozier  ;  the  latter  fnatched  off  his, 
and  placed  it  on  the  head  of  the 
former.  How  M.  Montgolfier, 
who  is  reprelented  as  a  calm  and 
mode  ft  perfonage,  mu  ft  have  re- 
lifhed  this  bu filing  frolic,  we  leave 
to  fober  minds  to  conjecture.  Some 
of  the  other  navigators  were  dii- 
coveied  in  the  pit;  crowns  were 
handed  to  them,  and  they  were  in¬ 
vited  into  the  box  of  the  intend¬ 
ant.  A  concert  fucceeded  the  play, 
and  the  whole  night  was  fpeht  in 
ferenading,  congratulations,  and 
mirth  bordering  upon  madnefs. 

a  Notwithftanding  thele  extra¬ 
vagant  demondrations,  which  feem 
to  imply  that  the  expectations  of 
the  people  had  been  fully  anfwered, 
there  are,  however,  accounts  which 
[peak  in  far  more  moderate  term? 
of  the  fuccefs  of  the  experiment ; 
and  fome  there  are  (perhaps  the 
partizans  of  Charles)  who  even 
attempt  to  throw  a  ridicule  upon 
the  whole.  Unprejudiced  as  we 
are,  we  confefs^  that  although  we 
have  collected  this  narrative  from 
the  belt  authorities  that  could  be 
obtained,  we  are  not;  fatisfied  that 
we  have  given  the  exact  truth  ; 
and  indeed,  at  this  diftance,  we 
fear  it  will  be  fcarce  polfible  for  us, 
or  any  one  be  fide,  to  diferiminate 
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accurately  between  the  e fTu lions  of 
c/ithuliafm,  and  the  fuggeffions  of 
party.  This  much  however  ap¬ 
pears  certain,  that  the  fuccefs  was 
by  no  means  adequate  to  the  (an¬ 
guine  expectations  of  the  projec¬ 
tors  ;  and,,  indeed,  if  we  recollect 
bow  rapidly  the  effect  of  Ere  de- 
creafes  in  proportion  to  the  increafe 
of  the  dil  lances  ;  and  that  in  this 
Infiance,  aiTuining  the  effect  of  the 
fire  at  the  di fiance  of  one  foot  to 
be  as  unit,  it  could  at  the  top  of 
the  balloon,  when  dill ended,  b.e  no 
more  than  TTn'5  °'1  Ciat  llnit?  .we 
Ilia  11  not  be  furprifed  at  the  diffi¬ 
culties  that  offered,  nor  at  the  fud- 
den  defcent  after  the  globe  had 
reached  a  cold  and  raff  lied  flratum 
of  the  atmofphere  (even  though 
there  had  been  no  rent),  in  whLh 
the  neceflary  dilatation  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  air  would  have  required  a 
fire  much  more  intenfe  than  would 
have  been  compatible  with  the 
fafety  of  the  apparatus. 

“  In  the  next  experiment  we 
.  .  * 

have  to  defcnbe,  an  apparatus  was 
to  be  applied  to  a  gas  balloon  lor 
fleering*  it  both  horizon  tally  and 
vertically,  and  even  again!}  a  cur¬ 
rent  of  air.  M.  Blanchard,  an 
art! if  of  Paris,  had  feme  years  fines 
announced  that  he  was  preparing 
Wings  with  which  he  meant  Coon 
to  take  a  light.  The  late  difeo- 
very  feemed  to  hail  erf  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  project.  Pie  contmicf- 
ed  a  globe  fimilar  to  that  of  Charles 
(No.il.),  only  two  feet  more  in 
diameter,  i.  e.  fourteen  feet  two 
inches.  To  this  he  impended  a  car  ; 
and  between  the  globe  and  the  car 
he  fixed  an  umbrella  twelve  feet  in 
diameter,  the  intention  of  which 
was  to  break  the  fall  in  cafe  of  an 
accident  :  it  was  hence  called  para¬ 
chute.  To  the  car  were  adapted 
four  wings,  two  on  each  hde,  and 
behind  a  rudder,  all  made  of  tai 
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feta,  diftended  by  means  of  whale* 
hope  ribs.  All  this  was  to  be 
worked  by  a  machinery  of  M* 
Blanchard’s  invention.  He  was 
to  amend  himfelf  for  the  purpoie 
of  navigating  the  machine,  and 
Dom  Peeh,  a  Benedibtine,  was  to 
accompany  him,  with  a  view  of 
making*  various  aerological  obier- 
vations  and  experiments. 

u  Every  thing  was  ready  on  the 
2d  of  March,  in  the  Champ  be 
Mars.  A  party  of  M»  Blanchard’s 
friends  had  repaired  to  a  certain 
count ry-lioufe  where  he  had  pro- 
mi  fed  to  meet  them  through  the 
air.  The  navigators  were  embark¬ 
ed,  and  ready  to  four,  when  behold 
a  young  man,  a  pupil  of  the  Ecole 
Militaire,  ruffled  from  among*  the 
crowd,  threw  himfelf  into  the 
*car,  and  infilled  upon  filliping*  in 
the  expedition,  —  Remonllrance  a* 
vailed  nothing,  force  was  ufed ; 
but  he  drew  his  fword,  and  in  the 
feuffle  wounded  Blanchard  in  the 
hand,  deffroyed  the  parachute  and 
the  wings,  and  thus  defeated  the 
purpose  of  the  experiment.  At 
length  he  tyas  overpowered  and  ie- 
cured. 

a  Notwithstanding  this  cruel 
difappointnie-it,  the  two  adventur¬ 
ers  determined  to  take  a  chance 
flight.  They  role,  blit  their  power 
of  afeenfiou  was  not  fufficient  to 
carry  them  to  any  height ;  they 
therefore  foon  landed.  Dom  Pech 
alighted^  and  Blanchard  immedi¬ 
ately  afl ended  very  rapidly.  The 
wind  being*  eati,  he  was  carried  to 
the  weftward.  The  account  he 
gives  of  his  navigation  is,  that  he 
role  about  two  thouiand  toiles  (we 
prefume  this  to  be  much  exagge¬ 
rated)  ;  that  he  found  himfelf  at 
times  ffationary  in  a  per  feet  calm, 
during  which  the  heat  of  the  fun 
was  fcorching  ;  that  he  at  different 
times  felt  currents  pf  air  in  different 
ff  ’  '  ‘  diree* 
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directions,  in  Tome  of  which  the 
cold  was  intenfe.  That  during 
thefe  cold  intervals,  he  felt  an  al- 
moft  unconquerable  defire  to  ileep  ; 
that  clouds  collected  under  his  feet, 
and  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  he 
was  at  different  times  carried  to¬ 


wards  different  parts  of  the  com*- 
pals.  He  continued  in  the  air 
about  one  hour  and  a  quarter ; 
after  which  he  landed  fafely  near 
Seve,  on  the  road  to  Verfailles, 
about  five  miles  from  the  fpot  whence 


he  afcended. 

44  The  failure  of  this  experiment 
hath,  we  hear,  by  no  means  dil- 
couraged  M.  Blanchard  from  far¬ 
ther  attempts  ;  and  indeed  we  learn 
that  he  is  already  conftru&mg  an¬ 
other  machine  on  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple,  iri  which  he  and  an  affiibmt, 
M.  Afiier  perica,  are  to  afcend  as 
foon  as  it  can  be  got  ready.  This 
-profpeCt  hath  induced  us  to  be 
more  particular  in  our  account  of 
the  prefent  experiment  than  its 
fuccefs  may  perhaps  feem  tojuftify. 
We  may  probably  have  occaiion 
to  refer  to  it  hereafter. 

44  It  may  be  neceffary  to  ap¬ 
prize  the  perambulators  of  St. 
James’s-Park,  that  M.  Charles  is 
laid  to  he  actually,  by  order  and. 
at  the  expence  of  the  kmg  of 
France,  conitrudting  a  gas  balloon 
forty  feet  in  diameter,  which  is  to 
eon  lift  of  three  coats,  the  firft  of 
lamblkin,  and  the  other  two  of 
glazed  taffata?  That  it  is  to  be 


launched,  with  fix  navigators,  an 
the  15th  of  April  next,  from  the 
great  terrace  of  St.  Cloud  ;  and 
that  it  is  to  land  in  St.  James’s- 
Park,  in  order  (as  the  W'ag  who  has 
inferted  this  article  in  a  public 
French  paper  fays)  to  obtain  the 
premium  offered  by  George  Ilf. 
to  the  firft  bold  Frenchman  who 
fhall  venture  through  the  air  acrois 
the  {freights  qf  Calais. 

44  B elides  this  project,  a  part  of 
which  is  faid  to  be  true,  the  ahbe 
Miolan,  profeffor  of  Experimental 
Philofephy,  and  M.  Janlnet,  an 
eminent  artift,  both  of  Paris,  pro- 
pofe  making  a  gas  balloon,  feventy 
feet  in  diameter,  with  which  they 
mean  to  afcend  to  a  great  height, 
in  order  to  make  experiments  on 
the  acceleration  of  the  fall  of  bo¬ 
dies,  on  the  denfities  of  different 
ft  1  am  of  air,  the  aurora  borealis, 
the  declination  of  the  magnetic 
needle,  befides  trying  a  method  for 
fleering  the  machine.  A  very 
moderate  proficient  in  philofbphy 
,  mull  perceive,  that  few  of  thefe  ex~ 
periments  can  fucceed. 

44  Mr.  Dillier,  of  the  Hague,  is 
endeavouring  to  apply  balloons  to 
the  ufe  of  buoying  up  large  Blips, 
in  order  to  facilitate  their  entrance 
into  the  harbour  of  Amfterdam. 
And  M.  Champmas,  of  Paris,  gave 
notice,  that  he  fliould  fend  off  a  a 
aerial  diligence  on  Friday,  the  12th 
of  March.  Of  this  Iaft  we  hardly 
expe-fi  any  farther  account.” 
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A  R  T  I  C  L  I 
[From  the  far 

U  A  GAS  balloon,  which  had 
/A.  been  f°me  ^me  preparing 
by  order  of  the  academy  of  Di  jon, 
was  at  length  completed,  and 
launched  on  the  25th  of  April  lath, 
from  the  garden  of  an  abbey  in 
the  town  of  Dijon,  We  have  not 
yet  learnt  its  dimenfions,  and  only 
Enow,  that  its  power  of  afcenfion 
was  eilimated  at  cj^olb.  and  that  a 
great  part  of  the  inflammable  air 
with  which  it  was  filled,  was  pro¬ 
cured  from  potatoes,  by  diltilla- 
tion,  which  was  found  to  be  lighter 
than  that  produced  from  metals, 
in  the  proportion  of  fix  to  (even, 
M.  de  Morveau  and  the  abbe  Ber¬ 
trand  were  named  commiffaries,  by 
the  academy,  for  conducting  this 
experiment ;  and  they  actually 
afcended  in  a  gondola  annexed  to 
it.  As  this  is  "the  moil  important 
expedition  finee  that  of  Meflrs, 
Charles  and  Robert,  our  readers 
will  no  doubt  wifh  to  learn  iome 
particulars  concerning  it ;  and  no¬ 
thing  will  probably  gratify  them 
more  than  the  account  which  _  the 
navigators  them fe Ives  have  given 
in  an  affidavit,  drawn  up  immedi¬ 
ately  on  their  landing. 

<<■  Being  appreheniive,  fay  the 
commiffaries,  left  the  very  high 
and  boilferous  wind  that  role  a  few 
moments  before  our  departure,  and 
which  had  already  blown  .us  feveral 
times  from  the  height  at  which 
we  were  held  by  ropes  agaiiift  the 
ground,  fliould  endanger  our  ap¬ 
paratus,  and  throw  us  upon  the 
town  (the  place  of  our  afeent  being 
at  the  foot  of  one  of  its  high  eft 
fkeples)  \4t  thought  it  expedient 
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to  difeharge  all  our  balirft,  and 
even  a  part  of  our  provlfionsy 
weighing  between  75  and  8olb. 
When  we  had  afcended  beyond 
the  roof  of  the  church,  and  were 
let  free  by  thofe  who  held  the 
ropes  below,  we  foared  with  very 
great  rapidity,  and  loon  law  the 
fteeple  a  great  way  below  us. 

ti  Perceiving  now,  by  the  form 
of  our  balloon,  that  the  air  it  con¬ 
tained  was  exceedingly  dilated, 
both  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and 
on  account  of  the  diminution  of 
denfity  of  the  circumambient  me¬ 
dium,  we  opened  at  once  both 
our  valves  ;  but  their  apertures 
not  being  fufficient  to  emit  a  proper 
quantity  of  the  fluid,  the  balloon 
bur  ft  at  the  bottom  near  the  ap¬ 
pendices,  the  rent  meafuring  about 
feven  or  eight  inches  in  length. 
This  accident,  fo  far  from  alarm* 
ing  us,  fe rved  rather  to  remove 
our  apprehenfions* 

u  We  now  felt  on  delves  in  a 
perfect  calm,  and  in  a  manner  fta- 
tionary  ;  and  yet  we  foon  perceiv¬ 
ed  tha»t  we  were  got  to  home  di- 
ftance  from  the  town. 

At  5I1.  U  we  paffed  over  a 
village  of  which  we  had  no  know- 
lege  :  we  there  dropped  a  note 
fattened  to  a  bag  filled  with  bran, 
bearing  a  little  ftreamer  ;  wt  therein 
gave  notice  that  we  were  perfectly 
well,  that  the  barometer  flood  at 
20  iriches  9  lines  ;  the  thermometef 
1  me  below  o  (about  28°  of  Fahr.)  ; 
and  the  hygrometer  at  590  of  Mr. 
de  Retz’s,  and  240  ft-  of  Mr.  Co- 
pineaiPs  icale. 

iS  W  e  dropped  two  other  notes, 

which 
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which  we  were  obliged  to  write 
with  a  pencil,  the  cold  not  allow¬ 
ing  us  the  ule  of  the  pen.  At  5I1. 
nf,  the  thermometer  food  at  $° 
below  o  (nearly  25“’  of  Fahr.)  and 
It  had  in  the  whole  of  our  afcent 
funk  i  4°  (about  3  5°  ~  of  Fahr.) 

“  We  obferved  by  a  flop-watch 
the  time  of  the  fall  of  one  of  the 
notes.  It  was,  no  doubt,  fome- 
what  retarded  by  the  fl reamer  ; 
for,  although  .  its  defcent  was  al- 
inoil  vertical,  it  yet  took  no  lefs 
than  EWCn  reaching  the  ground. 

u  The  intenfe  cold  affected  our 
ears,  and  this  was  the  only  incon¬ 
venience  we  experienced ;  and  even 
for  this  we  were  amply  indemnified 
by  the  fen  fat  ions  which  Mr.  Charles 
has  fo  well  defended.  We  have 
Only  one  ohfervation  to  make  upon 
his  lively  reprefentation,  which  is, 
that  fo  far  from  its  being  exaggerat¬ 
ed,  it. appeared  to  us  rather  too 
faint  when  we  faw  the  clouds 
floating  beneath  us,  and  fecluding 
us  in  a  manner  from  the  earth. 
We  then  jointly  repeated  the  motto 
affixed  to  our  aero  flat,  furgit  nunc 
Gallu r  ad  <s c  then  a . 

The  fun,  after  exhibiting  to 
ns  a  magnificent  parhelion,  was 
now  near  fetting  ;  and  perceiving 
by  the  ftaccidity  of  the  lower  part 
of  our  balloon  that  it  was  time  for 
us  to  defeend,  we  began  to  look  out 
for  a  proper  landing-place.  We 
concluded,  from  the  direction  of 
the  compals,  that  we  could  not  be 
far  from  the  town  of  Auxonne;; 
and,  in  faCt,  a  large  mafs  of  build- 


had  {happed  near  its  handle,  and 
dropped  oft'  the  moment  we  at¬ 
tempted  to  life  it,  in  order  to  ac¬ 
celerate  our  courfe.  Another  oar 
had  been  entangled  in  one  of  the 
ropes  by  which  we  were  at  firth 
held  to  the  ground,  and  we  could 
never  recover  it.  We  had  there¬ 
fore  only  two  oars  left,  which  be¬ 
ing  both  on  the  fame  iide  were  per¬ 
fectly  ufelefs  during  the  great  eh 
part  of  our  navigation  in  the  calm-, 
and  even  after  we  felt  ourfelves  ad¬ 
vancing,  although  without  any 
perceptible  current.  But  having 
now  entered  a  ftream  which  car¬ 
ried  us  towards  the  call,  wre  work¬ 
ed  our  oars  with  great  facility  for 
about  eight  or  nine  minutes  :  this 
made  us  verge  lb  much  to  the 
fouth-eaft,  the  point  of  our  defti- 
nation,  that  we  found  it  neceffary 
to  fulpend  our  work,  left  we  fhould 
exceed  our  mark,  having  no  means 
to  make  us  revert  to  the  eaftward. 

<. 4  \\rc  Were  in  hopes  of  landing 
near  the  ciufter  of  buildings  which 
we  had  taken  for  Auxonne  ;  but 
our  globe  loll  fo  much  of  its  gas 
through  the  rent,  that  We  faw  little 
profpeCf  of  reaching  that  diftance. 
IV  e  were  now  over  a  large  tradt 
covered1  with  wood,  and  felt  our¬ 
felves  defeending.  We  had  kept 
what  ballaft  we  had  left,  which  con- 
lifted  of  little  elfe  than  our  loofe 
benches,  that  we  might  have  the 
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ings  which  we  perceived  about 
25 0  to  our  right,  proved  to  be 
that  place.-  We  then  had  recoil rie 
to  all  our  expedients,  in  order  to 
fleer  towards  that  point.  Our  ap¬ 
paratus  for  this  purpofe  had  been 
greatly  damaged  by  the  blaft  of 
wind  at  our  departure.  The  rud¬ 
der  was  unhinged,,  one  of  the  oars 


means  of  retarding  the  fall,  in  cale 
we  fhould  find  it  neceffary.  We' 
threw  out  one  of  theie  benches,  and 
then  defeended  very  gently  upon  a 
copie,  the  name  of  which,  we  have 
ft  race  learnt;,  is  Chaignet,  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  countefs  do  Brun.  Our 
gondola  had  fcarce  touched  the 
tops  of  the  boughs,  when  it  re- 
alc ended'  with  fome  force.  We 
laid  hold  of  the  boughs,  in  order 
to  come  to  an  anchor,  atid  to  avoid 
our  being  thrown  ag  adult  fome  tali 
c  trees- 
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frees  that  rofehere  and  there  above 
the  red.  of  the  wood,-  We  tried  to 
<felcend  by  hauling  thofe  boughs 
in  the  fame  manner  as  fhips  are 
tnoved  by  towing,  but  our  efforts 
were  ineffectual.  We  heard  hu¬ 
man  voices,  and  we  called  for  their 
aid  to  ground  us.  The  people  we 
heard  were  inhabitants  of  Magny- 
les-Auxonne  :  one  of  them  an.- 
fwered,  that  he  would  gladly  aifift 
n?,  if  we  would  promife  to  do  him 
no  harm  ;  we  diipelled  his  fears  ; 
and  his  example,  as  well  as  our  re¬ 
peated  define,  induced  at  length  his 
companions  to  alii  it  us.  We  landed 
at  6h.  25A — Among  the  number  of 
inhabitants  who  were  affembled, 
two  men  and  three  women  were 
feen  to  kneel  to  the  balloon. 

44  We  had  juft  moored  our  ap¬ 
paratus,  placed  fomebady  to  guard 
jLt*  and  difpatched  a  meiienger  to 
Dijon,  when  we  faw  a  number  of 
people  approaching  on  the  road  of 
Magny,  who,  having  perceived  us 
p  Auxonne,  were  coming  to  meet 
us.  As  many  as  had  room  were 
plealed  to  fign  the  prefent  affidavit, 
which  we  drew  up  immediately  at 
the  parfonage  of  A  tee,  the  2  c;  th 
jof  April,  1784,’'’  Signed  De  Mor- 
veau  and  Bertrand,  Commiffaries  ; 
Bidal,  pricft  of  Atce ;  Buvce,  a 
principal  magistrate  in  the  jurildic- 
tion  of  Auxonne,  and  fourteen 
more.” 

44  To  this  account,  which  is  all 
that  is  hitherto  pubiillied,  we  have 
it  in  our  power  to  add  fome  farther 
authentic  information.  The  height 
to  which  this  ball 0011  alcended  is 
computed  to  have  been  about 
2000  French  toifes,  (above  2  \  En- 
glifti  mites).  The  didance  it  went 
in  a  (Irait  line  was  about  fix  leagues ; 
the  time  it  remained  in  the  air  ih. 
27'.  It  feems,  that  the  perfons 
who  held  the  ropes  were  exceeding¬ 
ly  alarmed  at.  the  violence  of  the 
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wind,  and  refufed  to  let  go,  till, 
in  a  manner  compelled  to  it  by  d 
gentleman  appointed  to  repeat  the 
fignals  of  the  navigators,  who,  by 
discharging  all  their  ballad,  and 
by  every  other  means  in  their  pow¬ 
er,  'expreffed  their  eagCrnefs  to  be 
fet  at  liberty. 

44  One  of  thofe  who  held  the 
ropes  was  raifed  above  threet  feet 
from  the,  ground  before  he  quitted 
his  hold,  and  in  the  fall  he  hurt  his 
flioulder.  He  has  fince  acknow** 
lered  that  his  intention  was  to  tie 
the  rope  to  his  wrift,  and  to  follow 
the  balloon  :  had  he  fucceeded,  his 
raftmefs  would  inevitably  have 
proved  his  own  deurudfion,  with 
that  of  the  navigators,  and  of  many 
of  thofe  who  were  handing'  imme¬ 
diately  under  them  ;  fince  his 
weight  mull  have  drawn  the  equa¬ 
torial  circle  out  of  its  horizontal 
pofition,  which  would  have  made 
fome  of  the  ropes,  to  which  the 
gondola  was  fufpended,  prefs  fo 
hard  again!  the  balloon  as  infal- 

O  *  t 

liby  to  burft  it. 

44  A  full  account  of  this  exoe- 

—  z 

riment,  together  wit  Ira  defcriptioii 
of  the  apparatus,  &c.  with  proper- 
drawings,  has  been  laid  by  the 
commiffaries  before  the  academy" 
of  Dijon,  and  is  now  in  the 
prefs  ;  and  we  learn  that  a  fub- 
fcription  is  already  opened  for  a  re¬ 
petition  of  the  experiment,  with 
the  fame  apparatus,  equipped  in 
the  fame  manner. 


44  A  fire  balloon,  72  feet  high, 
and  66  ieet  in  diameter,  made  by 
Meffrs.  Gherli,  at  the  foie  expence 
of  the  count  Andreani,  was  launch¬ 
ed,  on  the  13th  of  March  laid,  at 
Moncueco,  about  eight  miles  di- 
ftant  from  Milan.  The  count  and 
the  two  Gherlis  mounted  with  it. 
They  continued  about  25  minutes 
In  did  air,  rofe  above  4000  feet,  and 

landed 
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landed  fafely  at  about  three  miles 
difiance  from  the  fpot  whence  they 
afcended.  This  is  the  hr  it  en¬ 
croachment  of  foreigners  upon  the 
Trench  privilege  of  aerial  naviga¬ 
tion.— -The  fecond  is  a  voyage  of 
M.  Dam  drill,  who  mounted  at 
Mofcow  with  a  large  fire  balloon  ; 
rofe  out  of  fight,  and  was  not  heard 
of  when  the  account  we  have  feen 
same  away.  The  intelligence  hi¬ 
therto  received  concerning  this  ex¬ 
periment  is  fo  vague,  that  we‘  can¬ 
not  lay  much  ftrefs  upon  it. 

6*  The  la  it  number  of  CrelPs 
Chemical  Annals  (being  the  fourth 
for  the  prefent  year)  contains  an 
inftruftive  paper  concerning  the 
manner  of  preparing  aerofiatie 
globes,  and  the  precautions  ufed  in 
the  confiruclion  of  one,  about  five 
feet  in  diameter,  made  at  Brunf- 
wic,  under  the  direction  of  Pro- 
feflbr  Zimmerman  and  M.  Heyer, 
which,  being  launched,  loon  rofe 
out  of  light,  and  was  found,  four 
days  after,  at  a  difiance  of  nine 
German  (near  fifty  Englifh)  miles 
from  the  place  whence  it  afcended. 
It  was  made  of  very  thin  fattin, 
glazed  over  four  times  with  a  folu- 
tion  of  elaftic  gum  in  highly  rec¬ 
tified  oil  of  turpentine.  The  me¬ 


thods  of  preparing  this  folution,  of 
applying  it,  and  of  producing  the 
inflammable  air,  are  all  circumfian- 
tiaily  defcribed  in  the  paper,  and 
were  it  not  deviating  too  far  from 
our  plan,  would  have  been  here  com° 
municated  to  our  readers.  Thofe, 
however,  who  may  hereafter  pro- 
pole  to  coiiflrddt  balloons,  will  do 
well  to  confult  the  paper  itfelf. 

u  The  fubfcriptions  at  Paris  for 
other  experiments  are  numerous* 
The  principal  are,  befldes  that  of 
the  abbes  Miolan  and  Jatienet,  men¬ 
tioned  in  our  la  if,  thole  of  Meflrs. 
Gattey,  Magnie,  and  Henry,  and 
of  Meflrs.  Bienvenu  and  Launoy. 
We  are  fomewhat  furprifed  not  to 
have  yet  heard  any  thing  of  Mi 
Blanchard’s  promifed  expedition. 

u  The  king  of  Pruflia,  it  is  faid, 
has  prohibited  all  aerofiatie  experi¬ 
ments  in  his  dominions,  alleging, 
that  the  merit  of  the  improvement 
fiiould  be  left  to  the  inventors.  He 
is  reported  to  have  obferved  upon 
this  oc'cafion,  that  Auftria  and 
Ruffia  aim  at  the  fupreme  domi¬ 
nion  on  land  ;  England  at  fea  ; 
France  in  the  air  •  and  that  the 
only  element  now  left  for  him  is 
fire„,? 
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Article  the  Fourth. 

[From  the  LXXIft  Volume  of  the  Monthly  Review.] 


**  HpHE  curiofity  of  our  readers 
on  the  fubjeft  of  Aerofta- 
tion  fhould  not  have  remained  fo 
long  ungratified,  had  we  thought  the 
information  we  have  received  fince 
our  laft  article,  either  of  fufiicient 
novelty  or  importance  to  induce  us 
1784. 


to  break  in  upon  our  order  of  pub- 
lication.  As  we  have  previoufiy 
declared,  that  we  lhould  decline 
entering  into  any  detail  of  mere 
repetitions  of  former  experiments, 
under  Which  defeription  we  are  to 
place  all  thofe  made  fince  our  lafi 
L  ac* 
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account ;  and  as  we  are  willing*  to 
give  up  the  merit  of  early  intelli¬ 
gence  to  thofe  who  pleafe  to  expofe 
themfelves  to  the  danger  of  propa¬ 
gating  falfe  intelligence,  we  iliall 
wave  all  farther  apology  for  having 
thus  long  poftponed  this  article. 
The  following*  are  the  principal 
publications  we  have  now  to  men¬ 
tion  : 

54  I.  Premiere  Suite  Pc  la  Re~ 
fcription  Pes  Experiences  Aerofiatiques ; 

1.  e.  Fir  ft  Continuation  of  trie  De¬ 
le  rip  tion  of  the  Aeroftatic  Experi¬ 
ments  of  Meiirs.  de  Montgolfier, 
and  of  thofe  occasioned  by  their 
Dlfcovery.  By  M.  Faujas  de  St. 
Fond.  Paris,  "1784.  8vo.  with 
.five  cuts. 

44  This  work  con  lifts  of  upwards 
of  fifty  different  articles,  moll  of 
which  have  already  appeared  in 
various  periodical  publications. 
They  are  here  collected  in  a  chro¬ 
nological  order,  but  their  feverai 
contents  are,  in  the  title-page,  ipe- 
cined  under  the  four  following 
heads :  1.  Accounts  of  all  the  aero- 
Itatic  experiments  made  fince  the 
publication  of  the  firft  volume. 

2.  Sundry  papers  on  the  theory  of 

acrobats,  the-  manner  of  directing 
them,  &c.  3.  Different  methods 

of  procuring  inflammable  air.  4. 
A  memoir  on  the  caoutchouc,  or 
clafiic  gum,  with  a  method  of  mak¬ 
ing,  at  a  finall  expence,  a  varnifli 
fimilar  to  that  prepared  from  the 
laid  gum  ;  by  the  editor  of  this 
work. 

1 .  Very  little  remains  for  us  to 
fay  on  the  firft  head  ;  all  the  expe¬ 
riments  of  any  note  here  deferibed, 
having*  already  been  recorded  in 
former  numbers  of  our  Review. 
Among  a  great  number  of  fecon- 
dary  ones  here  mentioned,  we  fliall 
only  feledt  that  which  was  made  at 
Windfor,  by  Mr.  Argand  of  Ge- 
*ieya3  in  the  prefenc.c  of  their  ma¬ 


jesties,  with  a  balloon  of  gold¬ 
beater’s  fkin,  about  thirty  inches 
in  diameter  —  Two  experiments 
made  by  the  abbe  Bertholon  and 
M.  de  SaufFure,  with  a  view  to  ex¬ 
plore  •  the  eledhicity  of  the  atmo- 
iphere,  in  which  the  balloons  were 
ufed  as  kites,  but  afeended  to  -a 
much  greater  height  than  the  latter 
could  have  done : — And  one  made  ■ 
January  13  th  laft,  by  the  count 
d’Albou,  at  Francome  lie,  near  Pa¬ 
ris,  with  an  inflammable  air  bal¬ 
loon  of  twenty-four  feet  perpendi¬ 
cular,  and  fixteen  horizontal  dia¬ 
meter,  to  which  were  fufpended, 
in  a  wicker  cage,  a  rabbit,  and  two 
guinea  pigs,  which,  after  having 
been  railed  to  a  very  gw  at  height; 
were  landed  among  b  e  and  know, 
Without  feeming  to  have  been  any 
ways  affected  during  the  voyage, 
nor  at  the  defeent.  A  cat  that  was 
lent  up  at  Macon  in  Burgundy,  on 
the  f  3th  of  February  laft,  was  not 
fo  fortunate  ;  fince,  after  having 
traverfed  between  fifteen  and  fix¬ 
teen  leagues  of  atmofphere,  it  wai 
found  dead  about  two  hours  after 
the  afeent :  the  caufe  of  its  difafter 
is  not  known. 

u  2.  Among  the  theoretical  pa¬ 
pers  we  diffinguifh  one  of  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phen  Montgolfier,  on  the  mecha- 
nifm  that  may  be  applied  for  direct¬ 
ing  the  aeroftatic  machine.— -Oars 
appear  to  him  to  be  the  only  means 
likely  to  fucceed  ;  and  he  deduces 
from  an  analytical  theorem,  that 
two  perfons  working  each  an  oar 
of  too  feet  fuperficies,  may,  in  a 
perfect  calm,  impel  a  fire  balloon 
ieventy  feet  in  diameter,  at  the 
rate  of  994  French  toifes  (about 
20QO  Engliflr  yards)  in  an  hour, 
and  an  air  balloon  of  twenty-fix  feet 
diameter  at  the  rate  of  2434  toifes, 
fomewhat  lefs  than  three  miles  in 
an  hour,  but  that  the  l'eaft  current 
of  air  will  overfet  the  whole  theory. 
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and  that  there  is  no  probability  of 
ever  being  able  to  navigate  under 
any  confiderable  angle  with  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  wind. 

u  A  paper  of  M.  Sau  flu  re  of 
Geneva,  is  by  no  means  the  lead 
valuable  article  in  this  collection. 
That  acute  philofopher,  wifhing 
to  afcertain  that  the  lwelling  of  the 
fo  e  balloons  is  merely  owing  to  the 
dilatation  of  the  common  air  by 
heat,  in  oppofition  to  M.  Pilatre 
de  Rozier,  who  frill  afcribed  that 
cried  to  the  production  of  a  parti¬ 
cular  gas,  contrived  means  to  raiie 
by  pullies,  in  the  infide  of  the  large 
Lyons  balloon  when  inflated,  a 
number  of  thermometers,  with  the 
upper  ends  of  the  tubes  cut  off  to 
the  1 6c  th  degree  of  the  icale  ;  and 
finding  that  they  had  all  loft  a  part 
of  the  liquid  they  contained,  he 
concluded  that  the  heat  mu  ft  have 
exceeded  that  degree.  Whilfl  thefe 
experiments  were  making  on  the 
1  yth  of  January  laid,  four  days  be¬ 
fore  the  departure  of  the  balloon, 
the  machine  was  in  perfed  order, 
and  its  power  ought  therefore  to 
be  eflimated  by  the  effed  it  then 
produced  :  its  own  weight  was 
10,400  lb.  and  it  railed  a  weight  of 
6 100  lb. — -It  is  hence  inferred,  that 
as  a  balloon  of  taffetv,  of  ico  feet 
diameter  would  weigh  only  400  lb. 

Nt  would  be  able  to  raife  a  weight 
of  16, 100  lb. — -A  balloon  of  this 
fort,  we  are  told,  is  adually  pre¬ 
paring  by  Me  IT.  Montgolfier,  at 
the  expence  of  the  prince  of  Ligne, 
at  Bel  Oeuil,  one  of  his  country 
feats  in  Flanders.  M.  de  Sauffure 
approves  highly  of  the  projed,  and 
thinks  that  a  balloon  200  feet  in 
diameter  would  fucceed  as  well. 
He  makes  no  doubt  but  that  means 
Will  foon  be  devifed  for  guiding 
thefe  machines. 

The  count  de  Milly,  in  two 
memoirs  of  ff/me  Jength,  propeffs. 


in  Head  of  the  flraw  now  ufed  for 
inflating  the  fire  balloons,  to  fub* 
ffitute  a  certain  number  of  lamps^ 
fed  by  redified  oil,  or  fpirit  of 
wine  ;  the  number  of  which  might 
be  increaled  or  diminiflied  at  plea- 
fure,  and  thus  facilitate  a  vertical 
afeent  or  defeent.  Having  been 
informed  of  the  excellence  of  the 
lamps  lately  invented  by  M.  Ar¬ 
yan  d,  he  gives  them  the  preference^ 
and  deferibes  their  conftrudion  i 
he  like  wife  recommends  the  ufe  of 
oars  for  guiding  the  balloon. 

u  The  paper  on  the  produdioti 
of  inflammable  air  that  feems  to 
intereft  this  countrv  mofl,  is  that 
which  deferibes  the  method  of  ex4 
trading  it  from  pit-coal.  The  diff 
covery,  if  it  really  be  a  difcovery$. 
which  we  have  fome  reafon  to  doubt, 
was  made  by  Air.  Thyfbaert  and 
two  other  profeffors  of  the  univer- 
fity  of  Louvain  ;  and  the  procefir 
is  thus,  rather  imperfedly  deferjb- 
ed  :  “  A  common  forge,  and  three 
common  gun  barrels,  about  one 
inch  in  bore,  were  the  whole  of 
the  apparatus ;  the  breech  ends  of 
two  of  the  barrels  were  conftantly 
kept  in  the  fire,  whilfl  the  third** 
being  cooled  and  emptied,  was 
loaded  about  fix  inches  high  with 
powdered  pit  coal,  and  the  reft  fill¬ 
ed  with  fand.  A  tin  tube  conveyed 
the  air  under  a  funnel,  placed  be¬ 
neath  a  barrel  filled  with  water, 
which  flood  upon  a  tub  likewife 
filled  with  water,  which  the  air  ex- 
traded  from  the  coal  replaced,  af¬ 
ter  having  t  raver  fed  it.3*  Fifteen 
ounces  of  powdered  pit  coal  yield¬ 
ed  in  about  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  100  quarts  (pots)  of  air,  of 
fo  pure  a  quality,  that  on  trial  it 
was  found  to  raife  a  balloon  as  ra¬ 
pidly,  and  as  high  as  if  It  had  been 
filled  with  the  Uiual  inflammable 
air,  1  he  operation  is  foon  to  be 
repeated  on  a  larger  Rale ;  and 
T  2  large 


J 1 64]  ACCOUNT  of  AEROSTATIC  EXPERIMENTS  continued. 


large  iron  retorts  are  making  for 
the  purpofe. 

44  M.  Morveau,  of  Dijon,  has 
produced  inflammable  air  from  po¬ 
tatoes,  by  mere  dilHllation.  He 
hopes  foon  to  improve  his  method  ; 
and  we  fhall  p'obably  hear  more  of 
it  in  the  next  volume  of  this  col¬ 
lection. 

46  M.  Hamann,  an  artifi,  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  has  found  means  to  make  air 
balloons  of  a  fubftance  that  pre¬ 
vents  the  difperflon  of  the  infiam- 
m'able  air  fo  effectually,  that  one 
of  them  hath  been  kept  floating  in 
a  room  for  ten  fucceflive  days  with¬ 
out  any  fenflble  diminution.  -  M. 
de  Fourny  made'  an  experiment 
with  one  of  thefe  balloons,  from 
which  he  had  reafon  to  conclude 
that  the  inflammable  air  not  only 
expands  in  its  dimeniions,  but  alio 
acquires  lpontaneoufly  a  lenflble 
energy.  He  obferved,  that  hav¬ 
ing-  filled  the  balloon  about  two 

o  a 

thirds,  inftead  of  contracting  gra¬ 
dually,  as  was  expeCted,  it  kept 
fwelling  for  twenty-feven  hours, 
when  it  was  fo  completely  diflended 
as  to  endanger  its  burfling.  It  then 
began  to  diminjfh,  though  in  very 
flow  degrees. 

44  4.  The  beft  varnilh  hitherto 
known  for  glazing  the  fllk  of  air 
balloons,  is  prepared  from  the 
elaftic  gum,  known  by  the  name  of 
caoutchouc  but  this  fubftance, 
though  cheaper  now  than  it  was 
during  the  war,  is  flill  too  dear  to 
be  brought  into  common  ule  for 
that  purpofe. — M.  Faujas  de  St. 
Fond  has  applied  himfelf  to  find 
fome  fubftitute  for  it,  and  gives 
the  following  receipt  for  preparing 
common  glue  as  a  fubftituie  : 

64  Put  one  pound  of  glue  in  a 
new  or  very  clean  earthen  pot  ; 
mal<e  it  boil  gently  till  it  ceafes  to 
crackle,  or,  which  is  the  fame 
thing,  till  a  drop  of  it  thrown  into 


the  fire,  blazes.  Pour  then  upon 
the  glue,  conflantly  ltirring  it  with 
a  wooden  fpatula,  one  pound  of 
fpirit  of  turpentine,  removing  the 
pot  from  the  fire,  to  prevent  the 
inflammation  of  this  efiential  oil  ; 
boil  all  together  during  fix  minutes, 
and  pour  upon  the  whole  three 
pounds  of  boiling  oil  of  walnuts, 
of  linfeed  or  poppies,  rendered  def- 
fiecative  by  litharge  :  ftir  this  well, 
boil  it  during  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and  the  varnifh  is  made. 

44  After  it  has  fettled  about 
twenty-four  hours,  and  that  a  fe- 
diment  is  formed,  pour  the  liquor 
off  into  another  pot,  and  when  you 
mean  to  ufe  it,  warm  it,  and  then 
apply  it  with  a  thick  brufli  on  the 
Aretched  taffety  :  one  thick  layer 
may  fuffice  ;  but  if  you  mean  to 
apply  two,  take  care  that  the  fllk 
be  Aretched  very  tight  ;  lay  ©n  the 
varnifh  in-  a  tranfverfe  direction  of 
the  former,  and  dry  it,  thus  dif- 
tended,  in  the  open  air.” 

44  II.  An  exact  and  authentic  Nar ~ 
rati'Ve  of  M. ,  Blanchard  A  third  aerial 

'  L 

Voyage  from  Rouen  in  Normandy, 
on  the  18 th  of  July,  1784,  accom¬ 
panied  by  M.  Boby  ;  in  which  they 
tranter  fed  a  Stace  of  forty -fine  e.  miles 
in  Two  Hours  and  a  Quarter,  inchi- 
jive  of  the  Time  employed  in  raifing 
and  drprejf  ng  the  Machine  in  the  Air, 
Tranflated  from  the  French  of  M. 
Blanchard.  4to.  1  s.  6d.  Heydinger, 
&c.  London. 

44  The  faCts  mentioned  in  this 
title  are  certified  by  ieveral  authen¬ 
tic  affidavits.  In  the  narrative, 
M.  Blanchard  mentions  ieveral  cir- 
cumilances  which  feem  to  put  the 
power  of  directing  the  machine  by 
wings  out  of  all  doubt.  Several 
queries,  however,  have  been  ad- 
d  re  fled  to  M.  Blanchard  on  the  lub- 
jeCt  of  thefe  and  fome  other  cir- 
cumftances  contained  in  the  narra¬ 
tive,  to  which  an  aufvver  Ihould  be 

given 
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given  before  we  form  any  opinion 
on  the  matter. 

44  III.  An  Account  of  the  fir  ft 
aerial  Voyage  in  England,  in  a  Se~ 
ries  of  Letters  to  his  Guardian ,  by 
Vincent  Limardi,  Efq.  Secretary 
to  the  Neapolitan  Ambaffador. 
Loud,  1784.  8vo,  Price  5s.  with 
three  cuts,  and  2s.  6d.  without  the 
plates  :  one  of  thefe  is  Mr.  Lu~ 
nardi's  picture,  by  way  of  frontif- 
piece,  engraved  by  Bartolozzi. 
Bell. 

44  The  account  is  here  taken  up 
from  thh  adventurer’s  fir  it  intention 
of  -executing  fuch  an  experiment, 
and  ail  the  previous  fteps,  difap- 
pointments,  and  difeouragements 
that  attended  the  enterprize  :  it  is 
written  in  a  fentimental  drain  ;  and 
we  mu  ft  confefs,  contains  many 
things  which  we  did  not  expedt  to 
meet  with  on  this  occafion.  The 
circumftances  of  this  voyage  are 
too  well  known  to  need  our  enter¬ 
ing  here  into  any  detail  concerning 
them. 

44  IV.  Hints  of  important  Ufics  to 


he  derived  from  aerofiatic  Globes f 
‘with  a  Print  if  an  areofiatic  Globe 
and  its  Appendages ,  originally  defigned 
in  1783.  By  Tho.  Marty n.  Folio. 
2s.  White,  Becket,  &c.  1784. 

44  To  expedite  the  communlca- 
cation  of  important  events  by  fig- 
nals  ;  to  increafe  the  means  of 
fafety  both  to  fleets  and  armies,  by 
affording  expedients  to  explore, 
from  a  great  elevation,  adjacent 
coafts  or  regions,  fleets  or  armies  ; 
to  futnifh  faffs  to  meteorology,  and 
to  facilitate  the  difeoveries  of  agro¬ 
nomy  :  fuch  .are  the  objedts  to 
which  Mr.  Marty n  wifhes  to  apply 
the  areofiatic  machine.  He  is 
aware  that  the  means  of  di redding 
it  is  an  efdential  requisite  toward 
the  fuccefs  of  feveral  of  thefe  pro¬ 
jects,  and  he  gives  a  plate  of  the 
apparatus  he  conceives  to  be  effec¬ 
tual  for  that  purpofe  :  it  confifts  of 
a  main-fail,  a  fore-fail,  and  a  rud¬ 
der,  all  fixed  to  the  boat.  In  many 
of  the  inftances  he  propofes  bal¬ 
loons  retained  by  cords. 


44  We  hope  the  following  table  of  all  the  aerial  voyages  hitherto  made 
will  not  be  difagreeable  to  our  readers. 


N° 

Date. 

. 

Place  of 
Albert. 

1 

X783 

Nov.  2  i 

La  Muette 

2 

Dec.  1 

Tuilleries 

w 

00 

4*- 

3 

Jan.  19 

Lyons 

4 

Feb,  25. 

Milan 

5 

March  2 

Champ  de 
Mars 

.6 

March  1 3 

Milan 

Names  of  the 
Navigators. 

Piiatre  de  Rozier 
Marq  d’Aiiandes 
M.  Charles 
M.  Robert 
M.  Charles 
2d  afeent 
M.  [of.  Mont¬ 
golfier 

Piiatre  de  Rozier 
and  q  more 
Count  Andreani 
2  Me  firs  Gherli 

M.  Blanchard 

Count  Andreani 
and  2  more 

1 3 


I  Sort  of 
!  Balloon 


Fire  B. 
Air  B. 
Ditto 

Fire  B. 

|  Ditto 
Air  B. 

^  Fire  B. 


Duration  of 
the  Voyages. 

Between  20 
and  23  min. 


2h 


5 ' 

I* 

35' 


*5 


2  o 


ih  15' 


About  7 
miles  dift. 


No. 
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Date. 

Place  of 

Names  of  the 

Sort  of 

Duration  of 

Afeent. 

Navigators. 

Balloon. 

the  Voyage. 

7 

April 

25 

Dijon 

g  9 

{  M.  Morveau  „ 

1m.  Bertrand  (A,rB- 

Ah  W  ' 

1  3  / 

8 

May 

8 

Marfeilles 

j  M.  Bonin  ' 

/  M,  Mazet 

*  Fire  B. 

i 

9 

May 

23 

Rouen 

|  M.  Blanchard 

1  Air  B. 

About  1  h. 

10 

May 

29 

Marfeilles 

^  M.  Mazet 
\  Mr.  Bremont 

j’  Fire  B. 

8" 

1 1 

June 

4 

Lj’ons 

j  M.  Fleurant 
|  Madame  Tible# 

r  Ditto 

4$' 

?2 

13 


?  4  June 


|6 

17 

|8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 


June 

June 


5 

12 


June  16 


*5 

18 

26 

6 


June  23 

July 

July 

J«!y 

Aug. 
Aug.  25 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept. 

oa. 


6 

1 

19 


Madrid 
Dijon 


Nantes 

Bourdeaux 

Ver  failles 

St.  Cloud 
Rouen 

Bourdeaux 

Rhodes  in 
Guienne 

V  ienna 
Nantes 


Tu  tileries 


}m 

?Dit 

I  Fire  B. 


M.  Morveau  ■  1  .. 
JM.deVirly  lAu'B- 
M.  Couftard 
M.  de  Maffi  F  Ditto 

M.  Mouchet 
M.  Darbelet 

des  Granges  Ditto 
ChaUfour 
M.  Piiatre  de 
Rozier 
^  M.  Proud 

f  Due  de  Chartres  1  A  .  T1 
i  2  Meffrs.  Robert  fAir  B‘ 
C  M.  Blanchard  X  -p.. 

t  M.  Boby  S  Dltto 

C  The  fame  as  in 
l  No.  15 
|  M.  Carny 
}  M.  Louchet 
j  M.  Stuver,  and 
£ .  others 
J  M.  Couftard 
\  M.  de  Luynes 
Moorftelds.  T 

London  [  M;  Lunardl 

f  2  Meffrs .  Robert  } 
l  M.  Hulin  %  | 

(  M.  Blanchard 
l  M.  Sheldon 


}  Air  B. 
1  Ditto 


/  jChelfea, 
1  j  London 


Ditto 

Ditto 


I™ 


* 

53' 

IS' 

47' 


45' 


# 


In  h  f  ri 

2  53 

Ditto  $  About  * 
l  miles  ant* 

3S/ 


2"  32' 
3h  2c/ 
6h  40' 


4f 


*  The  firft  female  navigator. 

© 

t  He  fell  out  of  the  gallery  foon  after  the  afeent,  and  was  much  hurt. 

%  They  landed  at  -Bouvray,  near  Bethune,  in  Artois,  about  160  miles  diflant  from 

Parig. 


THE 


[  i*7  1 


THE  VIPER  TENACIOUS  OF  LIFE. 


it  ?“|pHE  following  curious  fadi  in 
-A  Natural  Hiftory,  contained 
in  a  note  in  Dr,  Houlilon’s  Obfer- 
vations  on  Poifons,  may  probably 
not  be  difp  leafing  to  our  readers.— 
44  It  has  been  doubted,  whether 
the  vapour  of  the  Grotto  del  Cane 
is  really  deleterious  in  its  nature, 
or  as ly,  by  its  denfity, '  unfit  for 
refpiration,  and  therefore  occasions 
the  death  of  animals  immerfed  in 
it,  in  this  idea,  in  the  winter  of 
1768,  Richard  Paul  Jodrell,  efq. 
(a  gentleman  well  known  in  the 
literary  world,  as  a  man  of  genius 
and  erudition)  and  I,  tried  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  it  upon  a  viper,  which  we 
had  procured  for  that  purpofe.  It 
was  no  fooner  plunged  in  this  va¬ 
pour  in  the  grotto,  (which  arifes 
apparently  about  a  foot  in  height), 
than  it  manifefted  evident  liens  of 

S  » 

its  being  greatly  incommoded.  It 
endeavoured  to  get  to  the  walls, 
and  being  prevented,  railed  its  head 
up  as  much  as  it  was  able,  opened 


its  jaws  wide,  feeming  to  gafp  for 
breath,  and  after  nine  minutes,  be¬ 
came  motionlefs,  but  being  then 
thrown  out  into  the  oper  air,  foon 
recovered.  Dogs,  who  generally 
are  fubjedted  to  this  experiment, 
are'  nearly  dead  in  lefs  than  half 
that  time ;  but  this  reptile  was 
made  choice  of,  as  it  is  known  to 
be,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  pe¬ 
culiarly  tenacious  of  life.  That 
it  will  live  long  without  any  fup- 
ply  of  air,  or  food,  is  very  cer¬ 
tain,  and  the  one  I  am  now  freak¬ 
ing  of  accidentally  furnilhed  a  fuf* 
ficient  proof  of  it.  When  reco¬ 
vered,  it  was  replaced  in  the  box 
in  which  we  had  brought  it,  and 
was  Unit  up  clofe,  and  carried  back 
with  us  to  Naples,  where  it  was 
laid  by  and  forgotten,  till  on  Mr. 
JodrelPs  preparing  to  leave  that 
city  three  weeks  afterwards,  the 
box  was  again  found,  and  the  viper 
in  it,  alive  and  vigorous. 


L  4  AN  T  I*. 


REASONS  to  fhew  that  ARISTOTLEfs  LOGIC  was  not  of  his 

OWN  INVENTION. 

fErpm  the  Third  Volume  of  Lord  Monbqddo’s  44  Ancient  Me¬ 
taphysics.  ”j 


u  IT  PROCEED  now  to  enquire, 

1  whether  this  wonderful  dim- 
covery  in  fcience  cannot  be  traced 
back  to  the  parent  land  of  all  ici- 
ence,  I  mean  Egypt ;  and  whether 
Ariftotle  did  not  get  this,  as  well  as 
the  reft  of  his  philofophy,  from 
that  country,  through  the  channel 
of  the  Pythagorean  fchool :  and  I 
will  give  my  reafons  why  I  think 
lie  dido 

44  And,  ip  the  firft  place,  though 
I  have  a  very  high  opinion  of  the 
genius  of  Ariftotle,  it  is  highly  im¬ 
probable,  I  think  I  may  fay,  im- 
poffible,  that  one  man,  durigg  the 
oourfe  of  a  fhort  life,  and  a  life  too 
employed  in  fo  many  different 
things,  fhould  not  only  invent,  but 
carry  to  perfection,  a  fcience  fo 
complicated  and  fo  difficult  ;  for 
that  the  fcience  ftTtperfed  in  the 
books  of  Ariftotld  is  evident  from 
this,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the 
labour  that  has  been  bellowed  upon 
this  fcience  fmce  the  days  of  Ari- 
ftotle,  both  in  ancient  and  later 
times,  nothing  of  any  value  hath 
^een  added  to  it,  or  if  of  any  va¬ 
lue,  it  was  eafily  to  be  deduced  from 
the  principles  laid  down  by  Ari¬ 
stotle.  Now  all  other  faiences 
Jiaye  required  the  fucceffiye  labours 
f>f  men  living  in  different  ages' or 
nations  of  the  wor]d  to  bring  them 


to  perfection.  1  hus  geometry,  be¬ 
ginning  in  Egypt  with  the  limple 
operation  of  meafuring  land,  which 
the  overflowing  of  the  river  made 
neceffary,  in  order  to  preferve  men’s 
properties,  came,  in  the  courfe  of 
many  ages,  to  be  a  very  perfeCt 
fcience  in  that  countify  ;  and  I 
doubt  much  whether  any  thing. was 
added  to  it  by  the  phiiofophers  of 
Greece.  Now,  iuppofing  that  we 
had  not  known  the  hifcqry  of  this 
fcience,  and  that  there  had  been 
no  other  work  upon  the  fubjeCt  ex¬ 
tant,  except  the  Elements  of  Eu¬ 
clid,  would  it  not  have  been  moil 
abfurd  to  have  fuppofed  that  Eu¬ 
clid  was  the  {ingle  author  of  fo 
great  a  fyftem  of  fcience,  when  it 
is  likely  that  all  that  he  did  was  to 
compile,  digeft,  and  conned,  the 
difcoveries  that  had  been  made  by 
others  in  that  fcience  ?  The  art  of 
writing,  which  I  think  a  much 
lefs  dilcovery  than  the  fyllogifm, 
was  not  certainly  made  at  once,  or 
by  one  man,  but  there  was  a  pro- 
grefs  in  it,  as  I  have  fliown  elfe- 
where  :  and  as  to  the  art  of  lan¬ 
guage,  to  which,  as  I  have  faid, 
the  logic  of  Ariftotle  has  a  great 
affinity,  is  it  poffible  to  believe  that 
it  was  at  once  brought  to  the  per- 
fedion  in  which  we  fee  it  was 
among-  the  Greeks  ?  po  not  u  c 
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fee  among  the  barbarous  nations, 
and  even  among  ourfelves,  how 
rude  and  imperfedt  our  language  is, 
compared  with  the  Greek  ?  And 
Is  it  not  plain  from  the  Latin  lan¬ 
guage,  which  is  a  very  ancient 
ftialect  of  the  Greek,  that  there 
was  a  time  when  the  Greek  was  not 
near  fo  perfedt  a  language  as  the 
fame  language  in  later  times  ?  I 
think,  therefore,  that  Ariftotle  mull 
have  been  not  only  A cuponoc,  as 
the  later  phi'ofophers  called  him, 
but  muff  have  been  much  above 
even  the  divine  Plato  (fo  they 
called  him',  and,  indeed,  as  I  have 
faid,  fomething  .  above  humanity, 
If,  in  the  fpace  of  fo  fhort  a  life, 
and  fo  much  occupied  too  with 
other  things,  he  could  not  only 
liave  invented,  but  perfected,  fo 
intricate  and  difficult  a  fcience. 

“  Although  my  opinion  of  the 
abilities  of  Ariftotle  as  a  philofo- 
pher  be  very  great,  yet  I  have  not 
the  fame  opinion  of  his  candour 
and  good  faith.  Even  his  own  in¬ 
terpreters,  as  I  have  faid,  accufe 
him  of  mifreprefenting  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  phiiofophers  before 
him,  in  order  that  he  might  have 
the  pleafure  of  refuting  them  ;  and 
I  think  we  are  obliged  to  one  of 
thefe  commentators,  Simplicius, 
for  fo  often  defending  thole  ancient 
phiiofophers  againft  him,  by  whole 
labours,  though  he  profited  ex¬ 
tremely,  more,  I  believe,  than  any 
philofoplier  ever  did  by  the  labours 
of  others,  yet  he  is  fo  ungrateful 
*  as  hardly  ever  to  acknowlege  it ; 
jsut,  on  the  contrary,  arrogates  to 
himfelf  difeoveries  that  were  made 
by  them.  Thus,  as  I  have  al¬ 
ready  obferved,  he  would  make  the 
reader  believe,  that  he  was  the  firft 
who  maintained  the  eternity  of  the 
world ;  and  that  all  the  phiiofo¬ 
phers  before  him  had  ailerted, -that 
motion  had  a  beginning ;  whereas 


it  is  certain,  from  a  work  yet  ex¬ 
tant,  that  the  eternity  of  the  world 
was  a  dodtrme  of  the  Pythagorean 
fchool ;  and  I  think  there  is  the 
greateft  reafon  to  believe  that  it 
was  maintained  by  all  the  phiiofo¬ 
phers  before  Arifcotle,  'without  the 
exception  even  of  his  mailer  Plato. 
There  is  a  book  too  of  another  Py¬ 
thagorean  philofopher,  which,  as 
I  have  faid,  he  has  almoft  tran- 
feribed  in  his  book  Dc  Generatione  et 
Corruptione:  nor  has  even  Plato 
adted  with  good  faith  towards  the 
phiiofophers  before  him  ;  for  he 
has  no  where  acknowleged  the  obli¬ 
gations  he  owed  to  the  priefts  of 
Egypt,  from  whom,  belides  what 
he  learned  of  myftical  theology, 
particularly  concerning  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Trinity,  which  he  kept 
as  a  iecret,  to  be  communicated 
but  to  a  few  of  his  followers,  I  have 
no  doubt  but  he  learned  there  to 
folve  the  Delian  problem,  as  it  is 
called  ;  1  mean,  to  double  the  cube 
of  the  altar  of  Apollo,  in  Delos, 
which,  from  the  account  Plato 
him! elf  gives  of  the  ftate  of  yeo- 
metry  in  Greece,  it  is  impoftible  he 
could  have  learned  there.  And 
though  he  has  taken  his  whole  na¬ 
tural  philofophy  from  Timf  us  the 
Locrian,  he  has  acknowleged  the 
obligation,  no  otherwife  than  by 
giving  his  name  to  one  of  his  dia¬ 
logues,  and  making  him  an  inter¬ 
locutor  in  it.  And  if  Proclus  had 
not  preferved  to  us  that  molt  va¬ 
luable  piece  of  ancient  philofophy, 
entitled  De  An  ini  a  Mundi ,  we  fhould 
never  have  known  that  Timams 
had  written  upon  the  fubjedt,  or 
that  Plato  had  taken  from  that  writ¬ 
ing  his  whole  Cofmogony.  In 
fhort,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the 
phiiofophers  of  Greece  wanted  to 
periuade  the  world  that  all  fcience 
and  philofophy  was  originally  of 
the  growth  of  their  country,  which, 
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I  think,  I  have  Town  was  far  from 
being  the  truth, 

4£  But,  to  come  clofer  to  the 
point,  it  is  evident  that  Arillotle, 
among  ether  Pythagorean  books  he 
got  into  his  hands,  being,  as  f  have 
laid,  a  great  collector  of  books, 
$rot  hold  of  a  treatife  of  Archytas 
the  I  arentme,  entitled  mpi  rov 
yravroc^  or  44  Of  the  .Univerfe,55  which 
contained  the  whole  dodlrine  of  the 
Categories,  as  it  is  contained  in 
Ariffcotie’s  work,  to  which  he  has 
given  that  name.  This  we  learn 
from  the  commentary  ot  Simpli¬ 
cius  upon  that  work  of  Arillotle, 
wherein  he  has  ingrofled  almolt  the 
whole  work  of  Archytas,  from 
which  it  appears  that  Arillotle  has 
done  little  more  than  tranflatev  into 
Attic  the  Doric  of  Archytas ;  for 
his  Categories  are  the  very  fame  in 
name,  in  number,  and  in  nature, 
with  thofe  of  Archytas  ;  and  there 
is  only  lome  difference  in  the  way 
of  arranging  them  ;  but  as  to  the 
method  of  explaining  and  illuftrat- 
ing  them,  it  is  exactly  the  fame  ; 
and,  in  fome  inftance?,  I  think 
Archytas  has  explained  them  better 
than  Arillotle.  Even  the  terms  of 
art  in  this  work  he  has  taken  from 
Archytas  ;  for  the  word  mr iiyopica, 
which  Arillotle  has  made  the  title 
of  his  book,  and  which,  by  many 
even  of  the  ancient  interpreters,  is 
fu’Jjpofcd  to  be  a  word  firth  tiled  by 
Arillotle  in  a  philofophical  fenfe,  is 
the  term  ufed  by  Archytas  to  de¬ 
note  a  predicate  ;  and  he  alio  ules 
the  w  ords  Kctr^ytpov^svov^  and  vttomh- 
p.'aoy,  in  the  fame  fenfe  with  Ari- 
Aotde ;  and  likewife  the  terms  yeto<; 
.and  ;  and  he  diftinguifhes  thofe 
general  ideas  into  three  claffes,  viz. 
the  yivoc;  yet cM)  the  ysvoq  siLy,  and  the 
fi tuple  sii bj,  which  is  the  common 
ciivifion  made  by  the  Peripatetics  ; 
for  they  tell  us  that  all  thefe  ideas 
are  either  a  genus,  having  under  it 


ether  gemtfes,  or  a  genus  having 
under  it  only  fpeciefes,  or  it  is  a 
fimpl-e  fpecies,  having  under  it 
only  individuals ;  and  therefore  it 
is  called  by  Arillotle  Js  Greek  inter¬ 
preters  the  slfroq  sthttCJTXTOV, 

u  But  this  is  not  all  that  he  has 
taken  from  Archytas  ;  for  there  is 
another  work  of  his  which  he  has 
copied  as  faithfully,  and,  I  think, 
rather  at  greater  length,  as  appears 
from  extracts  which  Simplicius  has 
given  us  of  it,  in  the  lame  com¬ 
mentary  upon  Ariftotle’s  Categories. 
The  work  I  mean  is  entitled,  vs  ft 
TCJV  C-CVTt XSlfAiVUSV}  that  is,  44  Concern¬ 
ing  Oppofites  upon  which  fub- 
jsbf  Arillotle  has  added  a  Differta- 
tion  to  his  Book  of  Categories, 
wherein  he  has  followed  Archytas 
nioft  cloiely,  particularly  his  four¬ 
fold  divifion  of  oppofites  is  the 
fame  with  that  of  Archytas,  and 
exprelfed  in  the.  fame  words  ;  and 
in  explaining  the  members  of  this 
divilion,  Simplicius  has  obferved 
that  Archytas  is  more  full  and  ac¬ 
curate  than  Arillotle  :  aud  all  this 
he  has  done,  without  fo  much  as 
ever  mentioning  the  name  of  Ar¬ 
chytas. 

“  The  dodlrine  of  the  Categories 
Arillotle  has  very  properly  made 
the  foundation  of  his  whole  logical 
fyfiem  ;  for,  as  I  have  obferved 
elfewhere,  there  could  have  been 
no  fciencc  of  logic  without  it,  nor 
indeed  fcience  of  any  kind,  as  there 
could  have  been  no  definition. 
Now  l  think  it  is  highly  probable 
that  thofe  Pythagorean  phllofc- 
phers,  having  gone  fo  far  in  the 
logical  fyftcm  as  to  have  explained 
the  nature  of  fimple  terms,  that 
they  would  carry  their  invelliga- 
tions  farther,  to  propositions  and 
lyllogifms. 

44  This  might  not  appear  fo  pro¬ 
bable,  if  we  were  not  well  gifiured 
that  the  Pythagoreans,  in  their 
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fchool,  had  a  complete  fyftem  of 
philofophy,  comprehending  not 
only  phyfics,  metaphyfics,  and 
morals,  but  alfo  logic,  or  dialectic, 
as  it  was  then  called.  This  we  are 
told  by  Jamblichus,  in  his  Liie  of 
Pythagoras,  where  he  fays  that 
feience  in  general  was  treated  ot 
in  that  fchool,  and  the  method  of 
demonftration,  definition,  and  di- 
vilion  explained,  as  may  be  learned 
from  Pythagorean  books  yet  ex¬ 
tant.  Now  I  think  it  is  certain 
that  the  Pythagoreans  could  riot 
have  explained  what  demonftration 
was,  without  laying  down  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  propofttions  and  fyllo- 
gifms  ;  at  leaf!  Ariftotle  thought  lb ; 
for  the  intention  oi  his  Analytics, 
as  he  informs  us  in  the  beginning 
of  them,  was  to  fhow  what  fcience 
and  demonftration  were ;  and,  in 
order  to  do  this,  he  has  thought  it 
neceffary  to  explain  molt  accu¬ 
rately  the  nature  of  the  fytlogiim. 

“  Laftly,  there  is  a  very  curious 
fa6f  reported  by  the  Jefuit  father 
Pons,  a  milftonary  in  India,  con¬ 
cerning  the  philoiophy  of  the  Bra- 
mins.  He  fays,  that  beiides  other 
parts  of  philoiophy,  they  have  a 
logic,  and  the  doTrine  of  the  fyl¬ 
logifm,  as  perfect  as  it  is  to  be 
found  in  Ariftotle.;  and  he  adds, 
that  they  have  as  many  fubtile  dis¬ 
putes  about  the  different  kinds  of 
fyllogifm,  as  we  had  in  Europe 
two  hundred  years  ago.  Now  I 
think  it  is  not  at  all  probable  that 
the  Indians  invented  io  great  a  Ici- 
ence,  and  it  is  fill  lefs  probable 
that  they  got  it  from  the  fchool  of 
Ariftotle,  with  which  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  had  ever  the  leaft 
connexion  :  it  remains,  therefore, 
that  it  came  to  them  from  Egypt, 
from  whence  they  had  the  fir  ft  ru¬ 
diments  of  arts  and  civility,  if  we 
can  believe  either  the  books  of  the 
Egyptian  priefts,  or  the  traditions 


of  the  Indians  themfelves :  and 
there  appears,  at  this  day,  fuch  a 
conformity  betwixt  the  ancient 
Egyptians  and  the  Indians  in  their 
religion,  and  particularly  their  ve¬ 
neration  for  the  cow,  the  doHrine 
of  the  metempfyehofis,  their  aftrd- 
nomy,  and  the  divifion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  into  different  profeilons,  or 
calls,  to  which  every  one  is  by  his 
birth  allotted,  that  it  is  impoiiible 
but  that  the  one  nation  mutt  have 
copied  from  the  other  ;  and  as  therd 
is  not  the  leaft  proof  or  probability 
that  the  Egyptians  borrowed  any 
thing  from  them,  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  we  are  told,  that  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  imitated  no  other  nation,  it 
remains  that  they  mult  have  got 
their  arts,  their  religion,  their 
learning,  and  probably,  among  other 
things,  the  doctrine  of  the  fyllo¬ 
gifm,  from  Egypt ;  for  I  think 
there  is  as  little  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  fyllogifm  could  have  been 
invented  by  Pythagoras,  or  any  of 
his  difciples,  as  that  it  could  have 
been  invemed  by  Ariftotle.  Nor 
do  1  think  it  could  have  been  pro¬ 
duced,  except  in  a  country  fuch  as 
Egypt,  where  there  were  a  l  it 
number  of  focieties  of  men,  let 
apart  for  the  purpofc  of  religion 
and  fcience,  fuch  as  the  colleges  of 
priefts  in  Egypt,  who,  fucceeding 
one  another  from  father  to  ion,  and 
fb  carrying  on  their  ftudies  without 
interruption  from  generation  to  ge¬ 
neration,  through  a  long  period  of 
time,  might  at  laft  have  made  this 
great  difeovery  ;  for  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that,  even  in  that  land  of 
learning,  the  labours  of  one  ftngle 
man  were  fuvficient  both  to  invent 
and  perfebt  fuch  a  fyftem  of  fcience 
as  Ariftotle’s  Logic.  This  fyftem, 
I  fuppofe,  Pythagoras  brought  with 
him  from  Egypt,  together  with  the 
reft  of  the  philofophy  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  ;  and  from  fomef  of  the  books 
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of  his  i  Rowers  (for  it  does  not 
appear  that  Pythagoras  wrote  any 
thing  himfelf)  Ariitotle  got  it,  as 
we  know  he  did  the  doctrine  of  the 


Categories,  which  he  has  fet  at  the 
head  of  his  fyftem  of  Logic,  and; 
alfo  the  doctrines  of  Oppofites,  and 
of  Generation  and  Corruption.” 


ALPHABETICAL  WRITING  not  firft  communicated  to  MOSES, 

nor  of  DIVINE  ORIGINAL. 


[From  Mr.  AstlNs  Origin 

f  t  “1%  Jf  Any  learned  men  have 

jVl  fuppofed  that  the  alpha¬ 
bet  was  or  divine  origin  ;  and  fe- 
veral  writers  have  afferted,  that, 
letters  were  firft  communicated  to 
Mofes  by  God  himfelf ;  whilft 
others  have  contended,  that  the 
Decalogue  was  the  firft  alphabetic 
writing. 

“  It  is  highly  proper  for  us  to 
enquire  how  far  thefe  opinions  are 
well  founded  ;  for  if  they  can  be 
fupported,  there  is  an  end  of  our 
purfuit ;  but  if  it  fhall  appear  that 
theyr  are  warranted  neither  by  rea- 
fon  nor  by  feripture,  we  fhall  be 
at  full  liberty  to  purfue  our  en¬ 
quiry  :  for  the  fat  is  faff  ion  there¬ 
fore  of  thole  who  have  adopted 
thefe  opinions,  it  is  incumbent  on 
us  to  have  recotirle  to  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  themfelves. 

<s  The  firft  mention  of  writing 
recorded  in  feripture,  will  be  found 
in  Exod.  xvii.  14.  u  And  the  Lord 
faid  unto  Mofes,  Write  this  for  a 
memorial  in  a  book,  and  rehear fe 
it  in  the  ears  of  Jofh.ua  ;  for  I  will 
utterly  put  out  the  remembrance 
of  Amalck  from  under  heaven.” 
Tift 5  command  was  given  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  defeat  of  the  A  m a - 
lekites  near  Horeb,  and  before  the 
arrival  of  the  lfraelites  at  Mount 
Si  n'ai. 

i<-  It  is  obfervable,  that  there 
is  not  the  ieaft  hint  to  induce  us 
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to  believe  that  writing  was  then 
newly  invented  :  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  we  may  conclude,  that 
Moles  underfood  what  was  meant 
by  writing  in  a  book  ;  other- 
wife  God  would  have  inftrudfed 
him,  as  he  had  done  Noah  in  build¬ 
ing  the  ark  ;  for  he  would  not 
have  been  commanded  to  write  in  a 
book,  if  he  had  been  ignorant  of 
the  art  or  writing  :  but  Mofes  ex- 
preffed  no  difficulty  of  comprehen- 
fion,  when  he  received  this  com¬ 
mand.  We  alfo  find,  that  Mofes 
wrote  all  the  words,  and  all  the 
judgments  of  the  Lord,  contained 
in  the  twenty-firft,  and  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  chapters  of  the  book  of 
Exodus,  before  the  two  written  ta¬ 
bles  of  ftone  were  even  fo  much  as 
promifed.  rjjjhe  delivery  of  the 
tables  is  not  ’  mentioned  till  the 
eighteenth  verfe  of  the  thirty-firft 
chapter,  after  God  had  made  an 
end  of  communing  with  him  upon 
the  mount,  though  the  Ten  Com¬ 
mandments  were  promulgated  im¬ 
mediately  after  his  third  defeent. 

“  It  is  obfervable  that  Mofes  no 
where  mentions  that  the  alphabet 
was  a  new  thing  in  his  time,  much 
lefs  that  he  was  the  inventor  of  it : 
on  the  contrary,  he  fpeaks  of  the 
art  of  writing,  as  a  thing  well 
known,  and  in  familiar  ufe  ;  for, 
Exod.  xxviii.  21,  he  fays,  “  And 
the  Hones  fjiall  be  with  the  names 

of 
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of  the  children  of  Ifracl,  twelve  ; 
according  to  their  names,  like  the 
engravings  of  a  iignet,  every  one 
with  his  name,  fhali  they  be,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  twelve  tribes. And 
again,  ver.  ^36.  44  And  thou  {halt 
make  a  plate  of  pure  gold,  and 
grave  upon  it,  like  the  engravings 
of  a  iignet,  Holinefs  to  the  Lord/’ 
Can  language  be  more  expreffive  ? 
Would  it  not  be  abfurd  to  deny 
that  this  lentence  mud  have  been 
in  words  and  letters  ?  But  writing 
was  known  and  p  radii  fed  by  the 
people  in  general  in  the  time  of 
Mofes,  as  appears  from  the  follow¬ 
ing  texts,  Dent,  chap,  vi.  ver.  9, 
chap,  xi.  v.  2c.  chap.  xvii.  v.  18. 
chap.  xxiv.  v.  r.  chap,  xxvii.  v.  3, 
8.  By  this  lad  text,  the  people 
are  commanded  to  write  the  law  on 
dones  ;  and  it  is  obiervable,  that 
fome  of  the  above  texts  relate  to 
tranfabtions  previous  to  the  delivery 
of  the  law  at  Mount  Sinai. 

64  If  Mofes  had  been  the  inven¬ 
tor  of  the  alphabet,  or  received 
letters  from  God,  which  till  then' 
had  been  unknown  to  the  Israelite's, 
it  would  have  been  well  worthy  of 
his  underhanding,  and  very  Ink- 
able  to  his  character,  to  have  ex¬ 
plained  to  them  the  nature  and  ule 
of  this  invaluable  art  which  God 
had  communicated  to  him  :  and 
may  we  not  naturally  fuppofe,  that 
he  would  have  laid,  when  he  di¬ 
rected  the  workmen  to  engrave 
names  and  fentences  on  dones  and 
gold,  44  And  in  thefe  engravings 
you  lhall  ule  the  alphabetic  cha¬ 
racters  which  God  hath  communi¬ 
cated  to  me,  or  which  I  have  now 
invented,  and  taught  you  the  ule 
of?”  But  the  truth  is,  he  refers 
them  to  a  model  m  familiar  ufe, 
44  like  the  engravings  of  a  iignet 
for  the  ancient  people  of  the  Ead, 
engraved  names  and  fentences  on 


their  feals,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
is  now  practiled  by  the  great  Lama 
of  Tartary,  the  piinces  in  India, 
the  emperor  of  Conilantinople,  and 
his  fubordinate  rulers. 

44  If  this  art  had  been  a  new 
difeovery  in  his  time,  he  would, 
probably,  have  commemorated  it, 
as  well  as  the  other  inventions  of 
mulic,  &c.  nor  is  there  any  reafon 
to  fuppofe,  that  God  was  the  im¬ 
mediate  revealer  of  the  art ;  for 
Mofes  could  never  have  omitted 
to  have  recorded  the  hi  dory  of  fo 
important  a  circum dance,  as  the 
memory  of  it  would  have  been  one 
of  the  dronged  barriers  again!! 
idolatry. 

44  It  is  incumbent  on  us  to  men¬ 
tion,  that  feveral  refpebtahle  pro- 
phane  authors  attribute  the  di 'co¬ 
ve  ry  of  letters  to  the  gods,  or  to 
fome  divine  man.  Plato  delivers 
his  f.nthrunts  very  plainly  upon 

this  1  lib] ect,  1  TTtld'/*  LpCtJvl  Ct'TTEgOV,  K.U" 
r ivovj&w  Tit;  ©lo q  ©A.;  ' Av~ 

Opt wrr-&.  The  fame  author  in  his 
Phsedrus,  makes  the  god  Theuth, 
or  Mercury  the  inventor  of  letters. 
Diodorus  Siculus  tel  s  us,  that  Mer¬ 
cury  invented  the  firft  characters 
of  writing,  and  taught  men  the  ru¬ 
diments  of  adronomy  :  and  CL 
cero,  in  his  Tufc.  Qued.  lib.  L 
delivers  his  opinion  upon  this  fub- 
jnff  in  the  folio  wine;  words  :  44  Quid 
ilia  vis,  quae  tandem  eft,  quae  in- 
vedigat  occult  )  ?  — aut  qui  folios 
vocis,  qui  inhiniti  videbantur,  pau- 
cis  literarum  notis  terminavit  ? — • 
PhiloiophH  vero  omnium  mater 
artium,  quid  eft  alitid,  nili,  ut 
Plato  ait,  donum,  ut  ego  inventum 
Deorum  : ’ 5  The  fame  author,  in 
his  Natura  Deorum,  lib.,  iii.  fays, 
that  Hermes,  or  the  fifth  Mercury, 
whom  the  Egyptians  call  Thoth, 
firft  communicated  letters  to  that 
people.  The  Gentoos  affirm,  that 
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letters  were  communicated  to  their 
anceftors  by  the  fupreme  Being, 
whom  they  call  Brahma. 

Although,  from  thefe  author¬ 
ities,  we  may  infer  that  the  art  of 
writing  is  of  great  antiquity,  yet 
they  difcover  to  us  that  the  anci¬ 
ents  had  very  imperfect  ideas  of  its 
true  origin  ;  for  Plato  fays,  that 
fome,  when  they  could  not  unravel 
a  difficulty,  brought  down  a  god, 
as  in  a  machine,  to  cut  the  knot : 
and  the  learned  hilltop  of  Gloucef- 
tcr  obferves,  that  the  ancients  gave 
nothing  to  the  gods,  of  whofe  ori¬ 
ginal  they  had  any  records  ;  but 
where  the  memory  of  the  invention 
was  loft,  as  of  feed,  corn,  wine,  writ¬ 
ing,  civil  fociety,  &c.  the  gods 
feized  the  property,  by  that  kind 
of  right  which  gives  ftrays  to  the 
lord  of  the  manor. 

44  The  holy  fcriptures  haying  left 
this  fubjeCtopentoinveftigstion;  and 
the  prophane  writers  having  given 
us  nothing  iatisfaCtory  upon  it,  we 
are  at  liberty  to  purfue  our  inquiry 
into  the  origin  of  letters  ;  but,  in 
order  to  qualify  ou delves  for  this 
talk, —it  may  be  proper  to  enter  into 
a  philofophical  contemplation  or 
the  nature  of  letters,  and  of  their 
powers,  which  will  beft  enable  us 
to  difcover  the  true  origin  of  their 
invention. 

44  A  little  reflexion  will  difcover, 
that  men  in  their  rude  uncultivat¬ 
ed  ftate,  had  neither  leifure,  incli¬ 
nation,  nor  inducement,  to  culti¬ 
vate  the  powers  of  the  mind  to  a 
degree  fufficient  for  the  formation 
of  an  alphabet  ;  but  when  a  peo¬ 
ple  arrived  at  fitch  a  ftate  of  civili¬ 
zation,  as  required  them  to  repre- 


fent  the  conceptions  of  the  mind 
which  had  no  corporeal  forms,  ne- 
ceflity,  the  mother  of  invention, 
would  occafton  farther. exertions  of 
the  human  faculties,  and  would 
urge  fuch  a  people  to  find  out  a 
more  expeditious  manner  of  trani* 
aCting  their  buftnels,  and  of  record- 
ing  their  events,  than  by  piCture- 
writing  ;  for  the  impoftihility  of 
conveying  a  variety  of  intellectual 
and  metaphysical  ideas,  and  of  re- 
prefenting  founds  by  the  emblem¬ 
atic  mode  of  writing  would  natu¬ 
rally  occur,  and  therefore  the  ne- 
ceftity  of  feeking  out  fome  other 
that  wonld  be  more  comprehenfive, 
would  prefent  itfelf. 

44  Thefe  exertions  would  take 
place  whenever  a  nation  began  to 
improve  in  arts,  manufactures,  and 
commerce ;  and  the  more  genius 
fuch  a  nation  had,  the  more  im¬ 
provements  would  be  made  in  the 
notation  of  their  language,  whilft 
thole  people  who  had  made  lei* 
'prog refs  in  civilization  and  fcience, 
would  have  a  lefs  perfeCt  fyftem  of 
elementary  characters  ;  or  would 
for  ages  advance  no  farther  in  this 
art,  than  the  marks  or  characters 
of  the  Chinele.  Hence  it  refults, 
that  the  buftnefs  of  princes,  and 
the  manufactures  and  commerce  of 
each  country,  produced  the  necel- 
lity  of  deviling  fome  expeditious 
manner  of  communicating  informa¬ 
tion  to  their  fubjeCts,  or  commer¬ 
cial  correfpondents  at  a  diftance. 
Such  an  improvement  was  of  the 
greateft  ufe,  not  only  to  the  fove- 
reign  and  the  ftatciinan,  but  to  the 
manufacturer  and  the  merchant/1’ 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  the  WINE  called  by  our  ANCESTORS  SACK, 

[An  Original  Communication.] 


IT  fee  ms  incredible  to  many 
people  that  our  forefathers 
hould  have  put  fugar  into  their 
ack.  They  aiTert,  that  the  fack 
[rank  by  fir  John  Faiftaff,  by  Shak- 
peare’s  contemporaries,  and  by 
fonfon,  with  his  fong  in  the 
kpollo,  was  not  the  wine  which  is 
mown  to  us  by  the  name  of  fack, 
md  which  is  ufed  for  little  other 
ourpofe  than  to  make  walnuts  taite 
iweeter.  This  manner  of  rcafo ri¬ 


ng  is  not  perhaps,  Itrictly  logical. 
Fhere  is  no  difpyting  about  takes 
n  refpeT  to  eating  or  drinking  ; 
hich  are  fo  various  in  the  fame 


vV 


age  and  nation,  that  to  uie  a  vul¬ 
gar  phrafe  (as  lord  Ghefterfield 
fays),  what  is  one’s  man’s  meat  is 
another  man’s  poifon. 

44  I  think  the  matter  may  be 


elucidated  by  a  reference  to  Ten¬ 
ner’s,  Via  redia  ad  Vitam  longam, 
printed  in  the  year  1628.  In  this 
medical  treatife,  is  a  fedtion  an- 
fvvering  the  queftion,  What  in  ge¬ 
neral  are  the  commodities  of  wine  ? 


and  containing  a  defcription  of  the 
particular  differences  of  wines  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  feveral  qualities. 

“  He  begins  with  obferving,  that 
il  white  wines  and  Rheniih  wine, 
do,  leaft  of  all  wines,  heat  and 
nourifh  the  body.  The  white  wine 
here  defcribed  feems  to  have  been 
one  of  the  meagre  French  wines, 
or  vins  du  Pais ;  for  the  author  ob- 
ferves,  that  it  will  not  keep  in  per¬ 
fection  many  months.  To  thefe 
white  wines  and  the  Rheniih,  he 
lignifies  in  a  note,  that  tc  a  little 
fugar  may  be  added  with  a  lemon, 
as  is  hereafter  {hewed,  but  is  more 


medicinable  if  it  be  taken  without 
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fugar.”  Such  is  his  defcription  of 
Rheniih,  &c.  from  which  fom« 
may  infer  one  of  thofe  to  be  the  . 
fack  of  our  forefathers,  and  net 
what  we  call  fo,  which  is  a  wins 
brought  from  the  Canary-Iflands. 

But  our  author  proceeds  to 
deferibe  Canary  wine,  “  which  bear- 
erh  the  name  of  the  i Hands  from 
whence  it  is  brought,  and  is  of 
feme  termed  a  facke,  with  this  ad¬ 
junct  fiveete,  but  yet  very  impro¬ 
perly,  for  it  difFereth  not  only  from 
facke  in  fweetnefie  and  pleafant- 
neffe  of  take,  but  alfo  in  colour 
and  confidence :  for  it  is  not  lo 
white  in  colour  as  facke,  nor  lb- 
thin  in  fubilanceV  Venner  gives 
no  hint  that  it  is  proper  or  impro¬ 
per,  cuftomary  or  not,  to  mix  fu¬ 
gar  with  this  fweet  fack,  nor  with 
malmfey,  mulkadelle,  or  baftard, 
(which  is  mentioned  in  Snaki pears 
•with  the  enithet  brown)  which  he 
likewife  defcribes  as  generous  fweet 
wines. 

44  We  might  Hill  remain  in  doubt, 
if  our  author  had  not  given  a  de¬ 
fcription  of  facke  itfelf,  which  lie 
fa  vs  is  “  comple  tely  not  in  the 
third  decree  ;  and  that  forme  affcdl 

n  7  4  1 

to  drink  facke  with  fugar  and  feme 
without ;  and  upon  no  other  ground, 
as  1  think,  but  as  it  is  bed  plead¬ 
ing  to  their  palate.”  He  then  pro¬ 
ceeds  ;  “  I  (ball  fpeak  what  l  deem 
hereof,  and  1  think  J  fhall  well  fa- 
tisfie  fuch  as  are  judicious.  Sacke 
taken  by  itfelf  is  very  hot  and  very 
penetrative  :  being  taken  with  f<  - 
gar,  the  heat  is  both  fomewhat  al¬ 
layed,  and  the  penetrative  quality 
thereof  alfo  retarded.”  This  de* 
feription  bv  no  means  agrees  with 
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the  properties  of  Rhenifh,  as  de¬ 
scribed  by  our  author.  It  is  far¬ 
ther  difting'ui died  by  his  observa¬ 
tion,  that  tc  Rhenifh,  &c.  decline 
alter  a  twelvemonth,  but  facke, 
and  the  other  Aronger  wines  are 
bell  when  they  are  two  or  three 
years  old.” 

u  By  the  application  of  the  word 
fweet  to  facke,  as  an  equivalent  to 
Canary  wine,  it  feems  highly  pro¬ 
bable,  that  facke  itfelf  was  not  a 
fweet  wine  ;  that  it  did  not  receive 
its  name  from  having  a  Saccharine 


flavour,  but  from  its  being  origin 
nally  flored  in  facks  or  borachios. 
It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a 
French  wine,  bur  a  ftrong  wine, 
the  production  of  a  hot  climate. 
Probably  it  was  what  is  called 
dry  mountain,  or  Some  Spanifli 
wine  of  that  kind.  This  conjec¬ 
ture  is  the  more  plauflble,  as  How¬ 
ell,  in  his  French  and  Englifli  Dic¬ 
tionary,  printed  in  the  year  1650, 
tranfl ates  facke,  by  the  words  vin 
d*  Efpagne,  vin  fec.5J 

t 


% 


M  I  S  C  E  L- 


MISCELLANEOUS  PAPERS. 


JULIAN’S  DELINEATION  of  the  ROMAN  EMPERORS,  from 
J  JULIUS  to  his  own  Time ;  being  an  EXTRACT  from  his  famous 
SATIRE,  entitled  44  The  Caefars.” 

[From  Mr.  Du  isr combe’s  Tranflation  of  the  44  Seledt  Works  of  the 

Emperor  Julian.”]  - 


< 4  AS  foon  as  the  table  was 

Jgjk  fpread  for  the  Csefars, 
the  firft  who  appeared  was  Julius 
Caefar.  Such  was  his  pafllon  ior 
glory,  that  he  feerned  willing  to 
Contend  for  dominion  with  Jupiter 
himfelf.  Silenus,  obferving  him, 
Paid,  44  Behold,  Jupiter,  one  who 
has  ambition  enough  to  endeavour 
to  dethrone  you  :  he  is,  you  fee, 
ilrong  and  handfome,  and,  if  he 
refembles  me  in  nothing  elfe,  his 
head,  at  lead,  is  certainly  the  fel¬ 
low  of  mine,” 

44  Amidft  thefe  jokes  of  Silenus, 
to  which  the  Gods  paid  little  at¬ 
tention,  OHavianus  entered.  ^  He 
afiiimed,  like  a  cameleon,  various 
colours  ;  at  firft  appearing  pale, 
then  black,  dark,  and  cloudy,  and, 
at  laid,  exhibiting  the  charms  of 
Venus  and  the  Graces.  In  the 
luftre  of  his  eyes  he  feemed  willing 
to  rival  the  fun  ;  nor  could  any  one 
encounter  his  looks.  44  Strange ! 
cried  Silenus ;  what  a  changeable 
creature  is  this  !  what  mil  chief  will 
he  do  us  !”  44  Ceafe  trifling,  faid 

Apollo ;  after  I  have  configned  him 
to  Zeno,  I  will  exhibit  him  to  you 
pure  as  gold,”  44  Hark  ye,  added 
he  to  that  philofopher,  Zeno,  un¬ 
dertake  the  care  of  my  pupil.”  lie, 
in  obedience,  fuggefting  to  him  a 

17S4. 


very  few  precepts,  as  if  he  had 
muttered  the  incantations  of  Za- 
molxis,  foon  rendered  him  wife  and 
virtuous, 

44  The  third  who  approached 
was  Tiberius,  with  a  grave  but 
fierce  afpeeft,  appearing  at  once 
both  wife  and  martial.  As  he  turned 
to  fit  down,  his  back  difplayed  fe¬ 
ver  al  fears,  fome  cauteries  and  fores, 
fevere  ftripes  and  bruifes,  fcabs  and 
tumors,  imprinted  by  lull  and  in* 
temperance.  Silenus  then  faying, 

u  Far  different  now  thou  feemeft  than 
before,” 

in  a  much  moreferious  tone,  44  Why 
fo  grave,  my  dear  ?”  faid  Bacchus* 
44  That  old  fatyr,  replied  he,  has 
terrified  me,  and  made  me  inad¬ 
vertently  quote  a  line  of  Homer.” 
44  Take  care  that  he  does  not  alfo 
pull  your  ears,  faid  Bacchus  ;  for 
thus,  it  is  faid,  he  treated  a  certain 
grammarian.”  44  He  had  better, 
returned  Silenus,  bemoan  himfelf 
in  his  folitary  ifland  (meaning  Ca- 
prese)  and  tear  the  face  of  fome 
miferable  filherman.” 

44  While  they  were  thus  joking, 
a  dreadful  monfter  [Caligula]  ap¬ 
peared.  The  Gods  averting  their 
eyes,  Nemefis  delivered  him  to 
the  avenging  Furies,  who  imme- 
M  "  diateiy 
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diately  threw  him  into  Tartarus, 
without  allowing  Silenus  to  accoft 
him.  But  on  the  approach  of 
Claudius,  SileliuS  began  to  ling  the 
beginning  of  the  part  of  Demodhe- 
nes,  in  the  Knights  of  Arifto- 
phanes,  cajoling  Claudius.  Then, 
turning  to  Quirinus,  44  You  are 
unjull,  faid  he,  to  invite  your  de- 
fcendant  without  his  freed  men, 
NarciRus  and  Pallas.  But,  befides 
them,  you  fhould  alfo  fend  for  his 
wife  Meffalina,  for  without  them 
he  appears  like  guards  in  a  tragedy, 
mute  and  inanimate.” 

44  While  Silenus  was  fpeaking, 
Nero  entered,  playing  on  his  harp, 
and  crowned  with  laurel.  Silenus 
then  turned  to  Apollo,  and  faid, 
44  This  man  makes  you  his  model.” 
44  I  Rail  loon  uncrown  him,”  re¬ 
plied  Apollo  :  44  he  did  not  imitate 
me  in  every  thing,  and  when  he 
did,  he  was  a  bad  imitator.”  Co- 
cytus,  therefore,  infiantly  fwept 
him  awav,  divelled  of  his  crown. 

44  After  him,  feeing  many  come 
crowding  together,  Vindex,  Otho, 
Galba,  Vitellius,  Silenus  exclaim¬ 
ed,  44  Where,  ye  Gods,  have  you 
found  fuch  a  multitude  of  mo- 
narchs  ?  We  are  Suffocated  with 
fmoke  ;  for  beads  of  this  kind  fpare 
not  even  the  temples  of  the  Gods.” 
lupiter  then  looked  at  his  brother 
Seraph,  and  faid,  pointing  to  Vef- 
pafian,  44  Send  this  mifer,  as  foon 
as  poffible,  out'  of  Egypt,  to  ex- 
tinguilh  thefe  flames.  Bid  his  eld¬ 
ed  ion  (Titus]  folace  himfelf  with 
a  proditute,  but  chain  his  younger 
fon  [Domitian]  near  the  Sicilian 
tyger. 

4 4  Then  came  an  old  man  [Ner- 
va,J  of  a  beautiful  afpedf  (for  even 
old  age  is  fometimes  beautiful),  in 
his  manners  mod  gentle,  and  in  his 
adminidration  mild.  With  him 
Silenus  was  fo  delighted,  that  he 
remained  filent.  44  What  !  faid 


Mercury,  have  you  nothing  to  fay 
of  this  man?”  44  Yes,  by  Ju¬ 
piter,  he  replied,  for  I  charge  you 
all  with  partiality,  in  fuffering  that 
blood-thirdy  mender  to  reign  fif¬ 
teen  years,  but  this  man  fcarce  a 
whole  year.”  44  Do  not  complain, 
anfwered  Jupiter ;  many  good 
princes  Rail  fucceed  him,” 

44  Trajan  immediately  entered, 
bearing  on  his  Roulders  the  Getic 
and  Parthian  trophies.  Silenus, 
obferving  him,  faid,  in  a  low  voice, 
but  loud  enough  to  be  heard,  44  Our 
lord  Jupiter  mud  now  be  careful, 
or  he  will  not  be  able  to  keep  Ga¬ 
nymede  to  himfelf.”  After  him 
advanced  a  venerable  fage-  [Ha¬ 
drian],  with  a  long  beard  ;  an 
adept  in  mufic,  gazing  frequently 
on  the  heavens,  and  cautiouily  in- 
vedigating  the  abdrufeft  iubjedts. 
44  What,  faid  Silenus,  think  you 
of  this  fophid  ?  Is  he  looking  for 
Antinous  ?  If  fo,  one  of  you  may 
tell  him  that  the  youth  is  not  here, 
and  thus  check  his  madnefs  and 
folly.”  To  thefe  fucceeded  a  man 
of  moderation,  not  in  venereal  but 
political  purfuits,  [Antoninus  Pius.] 
Silenus,  on  feeing  him,  exclaimed, 
44  Strange  !  how  important  is  he  in 
trifles  !  This  old  man  feems  to  me 
one  of  thole  who  would  harangue 


a  pin’s  point.” 


about 

44  At  the  entrance  of  two  bro¬ 
thers,  Marcus  Aurelius  and  Lucius 
Verus,  Silenus  cmitradted  his  brow, 
as  he  could  by^no  means  jeer  or 
deride  them.  Marcus,  in  parti¬ 
cular,  though  he  d richly  ferutinifed 
his  condtidt  with  regard  to  his  fon 
and  his  wife  ;  as  to  her,  in  his  im¬ 
moderate  grief  for  her  death,  though 
Re  little  deferved  it  ;  as  to  him, 
in  hazarding  the  ruin  of  the  em¬ 
pire  by  preferring  him  to  a  difereet 
fon-in-law,  who  would  have  made 
a  better  prince,  and  dudied  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  his  fon  more  than  he 

did 


JULIAN’S  DELINEATION  of  the  ROMAN  EMPERORS.  [179] ’ 


did  himfelf.  Notwithftanding  thefe 
failings,  Silenus  could  not  hut  ad¬ 
mire  his  exalted  virtue.  Thinking 
his  fon  Common  us  unworthy  of 
any  ftroke  of  wit,  he  lilently  dif- 
miffed  him.  And  he,  not  being 
able  to  fupport  himfelf,  or  alfociatu 
with  the  heroes,  fell  down  to  the 
earth. 

44  Pertinax  then  approached, 
hill  lamenting  the  mortal  wound 
that  he  received  at  a  banquet.  This 
excited  the  companion  of  Nemeiis, 
who  laid,  44  The  authors  of  this 
deed  fliall  not  long  exult ;  but, 
Pertinax,  you  were  culpable  in 
being  privy  to  the  confpiracy  that 
dell  rayed  the  fon  of  Marcus.”  Pie 
was  fucceeded  by  Severn  s,  a  prince 
inexorable  in  punifhing.  44  Of 
him,  laid  Silenus,  I  have  nothing 
to  fay  ;  for  I  am  terrified  by  his 
ffern  and  implacable  looks.”  His 
foils  would  hate  accompanied  him, 
but  Minos  prevented  them,  and 
kept  them  at  a  di dance.  With  a 
prudent  diftindtion,  however,  he 
difmiffed  the  yoongeft  [Geta],  and 
ordered  the  eldeft  [Caracalla]  to 
be  punifhed  for  his  crimes. 

44  That  crafty  murderer  Macri- 
nus,  and  the  youth  of  Pi  me  la, 
Elagabalus,  were  driven  from  the 
facred  inclofure.  But  .Alexander 
the  Syrian,  being  placed  in  the 
hinder  ranks,  bewailed  his  misfor¬ 
tune.  Silenus  added,  44  O  thou 
fool  and  madman  !  highly  exalted 
as  tho  u  wert,  thou  did  If  not  go¬ 
vern  for  thyfelf,  but  gaveft  thy 
wealth  to  thy  mother,  and  could’ ft 
not  be  perluaded  that  it  was  much 
better  to  beffow  it  on  thy  friends 
than  to  hoard  it.”  44  All,  how¬ 
ever,  faid  Nemefis,  who  were'ac- 
ceffary  to  his  death,  1.  will  deliver 
to  the  tormentors.”  And  thus  the 
youth  was  difmiffed. 

44  Gallienus  then  entered,  with 
his  father  [Valerian],  the  latter- 


dragging  the  chain  of  his  capti¬ 
vity,  the  other  effeminate  both  in 
his  drefs  and  behaviour.  Silenus 
thus  ridiculed  the  father  : 

“  By  thofe  fnowy  plumes  diflinguifh’d, 
Before  the  ranks  who  marches  in  the  van.’* 

And  to  the  fon  he  faid, 

4i  Him  gold  adorns,  all  dainty  as  a  bride.’* 

44  Jupiter  ordered  them  both  to 
depart  from  the  banquet. 

44  They  were  fucceeded  by 
Claudius,  on  whom  all  the  Gods 
fixed  their  eyes,  admiring  his  mag¬ 
nanimity,  and  granted  the  empire 
to  his  defendants,  thinking  it  juft 
that  the  poff'erity  of  fuch  a  lover 
of  his  country  fhould  enjoy  the 
fovereignty  as  long  as  poffible. 

44  After  him  entered  Aurelius, 
as  if  to  efcape  thofe  who  were  ac- 
cufing  him  before  Minos.  For 
many  charges  of  murder,  which 
he  could  not  palliate  or  excufe, 
were  brought  again  it  him.  But 
my  lord  the  Sun,  who  had  patro- 
ruled  him  on  other  occafions,  aflift- 
ed  him  alio  on  this,  by  inform¬ 
ing  the  Gods,  that  the  Delphic 
oracle,  44  That  he  who  evil  does, 
fhould  evil  fuffer,  is  righteous  judg¬ 
ment,”  had  been  fulfilled. 

44  The  next  was  Probus,  who 
in  lefs  than  feven  years  rebuilt 
feyenty  cities,  and  alfo  enadled 
many  wife  laws.  Having  Differed 
uxijuftly,  he  was  honoured  by  the 
Gods,  and  his  death  was  revenged 
by  the  punifhment  of  his  murder¬ 
ers.  Silenus,  neverthelefs,  endea¬ 
voured,  in  like  manner,  to  ridicule 
him  ;  and  many  of  the  Gods  urg¬ 
ing  him  to  be  filent,  44  Let  thofe 
who  fliall  follow,  laid  he,  grow 
wifer  by  his  example.  Daft  thou 
not  know,  O  Probus,  that  phyfi- 
cians  make  bitter  potions  palatable, 
by  infufing  them  in  mead?  But 
thou,  who  wert  always  fo  fevere 
M  i  and 
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and  cruel  that  none  could  equal 
thee,  halt  buffered,  however  un- 
jufily,  in  like  manner.  For  no 
one  can  govern  brutes,  much  lefs 
men,  but  by  fometimes  gratifying 
and  indulging  them  :  as  phyficians 
humour  their  patients  in  trifles, 
that  they  may  infure  their  compli¬ 
ance  in  things eflential.”  44  What ! 
dear  father,  faid  Bacchus,  do  you 
now  play  the  philofopher  upon 
ns  ?’*  44  Why  not,  replied  Sile- 

lenus.  Were  not  you  too,  my 
fon,  inflrubted  by  me  in  phil'ofo- 
phy  ?  Know  you  not  that  So¬ 
crates  alfo  held,  like  me,  the  fir  ft 
rank  in  philofophy  among  his  con¬ 
temporaries,  if  you  credit  the  ora¬ 
cle  of  Delphi?  Allow  me,  there¬ 
fore,  to  ipeak  not  always  jocofely, 
but  fometimes  lerioufly.” 

44  While  they  were  thus  talk¬ 
ing,  Carus,  with  his  fons,  [Ca- 
rinus  and  Numerian]  would  have 
entered,  had  not  Nemeiis  repulfed 
them.  Diocletian,  accompanied 
by  the  two  Maximians,  and  my 
grandfather  Conflantius,  then  ap¬ 
proached,  magnificently  drefled. 
Thefe,  though  they  held  each 
other  by  the  hand,  did  not  walk 
on  a  line  with  Diocletian.  Three 
others  alfo  furrounded  him,  in  the 
manner  of  a  chorus  :  but  when, 
like  harbingers,  they  would  have 
preceded  him,  he  forbade  them, 
not  thinking  himfelf  entitled  to 
any  diftin&ion.  Transferring  only 


to  them  a  burthen  which  he  had 
borne  on  his  own  fhouiders,  he 
walked  with  much  greater  cafe* 
Admiring  their  union,  the  Gods 
afligned  them  a  feat  fuperior  to 
many.  But  Maximian  behaving 
with  imprudence  and  baughtinefs, 
Silenus,  though  he  did  not  think 
him  worthy  of  ridicule,  would  not 
admit  him  into  the  fociety  of  the 
emperors.  And,  befldes,  he  was 
not  only  addicted,  to  all  kinds  of 
lafcivioufnefs,  but  by  his  imperti¬ 
nent  oflicioufnefs  and  perfidy  often 
interrupted  the  harmonious  con¬ 
cert.  Nemefis  therefore  foon  ba¬ 
il  ifhcd  him,  and  whither  he  went  I 
know  not,  as  I  forgot  to  afk  Mer¬ 
cury. 

44  To  this  mofi:  melodious  tetra- 
chord  a  harfh,  difagreeable,  and 
difcordant  found  fucceeded.  Two 
of  the  candidates  Nemeiis  would 
not  buffer  to  approach  even  the 
door  of  the  alfcmbly.  Licinius 
came  thus  far,  but  having  been 
guilty  of  many  crimes,  he  was  re¬ 
pulfed  by  Minos.  Conflantine  en¬ 
tered,  and  fat  feme  time ;  and 
near  him  fat  his  fons.  As  for 
Magnentius,  he  was  refilled  ad¬ 
mittance,  becaufe  he  had  never 
done  any  thing  laudable,  though 
many  of  his  adions  might  appear 
brilliant.  But  the  Gods,  perceiv¬ 
ing  that  they  did  not  flow  from  a 
good  principle,  difmiifed  him  much 
afflided.’* 
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ACCOUNT  of  fome  SINGULAR  VOWS  made  by  the  KNIGHTS, 

in  the  TIMES  of  CHIVALRY. 

[From  Mrs.  Dobson’s  Tranflation  of  Monf.  De  St.  Palate’s  “Memoirs 

of  Ancient  Chivalry.”] 


“  fqpHE  religion  of  the  times 

JL  fuggefled  other  vows,  of  a 
more  particular  kind  ;  which  con- 
fifted  in  viiiting  feveral  holy  places ; 
in  depofiting  their  arms,  or  thofe 
of  a  vanquifhed  enemy,  in  the 
temples  or  monaileries  ;  in  failing, 
and  other  exercifes  of  penitence. 
In  the  hiilory  of  Bertrand  du 
Guefclin,  it  is  recorded,  that  Du 
Guefclin,  before  he  departed  lor  a 
collide  of  arms,  propofed  by  an 
Englifhman,  heard  mafs ;  and, 
when  he  was  making  the  offering  at 
the  altar,  he  alfo  offered  to  God 
the  arms  he  promifed  to  ufe  again!! 
the  infidels,  if  he  became  viflor. 
Soon  after  this,  he  had  a  challenge 
to  maintain  againft  another  En¬ 
glifhman  :  the  Englifhman,  throw¬ 
ing  down  hi.s  gage  of  battle,  fwore 
he  would  never  fleep  in  bed  till  he 
had4  accomplifhed  it.  Bertrand, 
taking  up  the  gage,  vGwed  to  eat 
only  "three  fops  in  wine,  in  the 
name  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  till  this 
combat  was  over.  Thefe  fads, 
from  hiflorians,  j.uftify  the  old  ro¬ 
mance  writers,  and  enlighten  iome 
obfcure  paffages  in  Dante,  and 
other  ancient  authors. 

“  Perfoiial  valour  didated  alfo 
lingular,  vows  ;  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  are  examples  :  “  James 
d’Endeiee,  fays  Froiffart,  in  his 
Hiilory,  had  made  a  vow,  that,.  in 
the  next  battle  in  which  the  king 
of  England,  or  either  of  his  Ions, 
ihould  appear,  he  would  be  the  hr  ft 
affailant,  the  bell  warrior  on  their 
fide,  or  that  he  would  die  in  the 
attempt.’ ’-—Du  Guefclin,  being  at 
the  fiege  of  Montcontour,  fwore 


never  to  eat  meat,  nor  put  off  his 
cloaths,  day  or  night,  till  he  hud 
taken  the  place  ;  and  his  fquirc  of 
honour,  at  the  liege  of  Breffiere, 
in  Poitou,  promifed,  before  God,  to 
plant,  that  day,  on  the  tower  of  the 
city,  the  banner  of  his  mailer,  which 
he  carried,  crying,  “  Du  Guefclin  l 
Du  Guefclin  !”  or  to  die  in  the  at¬ 
tempt. --The  fame  hiilory  reports, 
that  the  befieged  made  vows  to  eat 
all  their  beails,  and,  as  theft  laft 
refource,  to  eat  one  another,  in 
the  rage  of  hunger,  rather  than 
yield  the  town  ;  while  the  befieg- 
ers,  on  their  part,  fwore  to  maintain 
the  fiege  through  their  lives  ;  and 
die  in  battle,  or  take  the  place  by 
the  force  of  alTault. — The  moft 
extraordinary  of  thefe  vows,  was 
that  of  the  peacock,  or  pheafant, 
made  by  the  knight  on  the  bird,  as 
will  be  prefently  related.  Thefe 
noble  birds,  for  fo  they  were  Ailed, 
perfectly  reprefen  ted,  by  the  bright- 
nefs  and  variety  of  their  colours, 
the  majefty  of  their  kings,  and  the 
faperb  veftments  with  which  vhey 
were  adorned,  when  they  held  their 
pleniary  or  full  courts.  ■ 

“  The  old  romancers  obferve, 
that  the  peacock  and  pheafant 
were,  as  well  as  venifon,  the  par¬ 
ticular  food  of  brave  and  gallant 
knights.  “  Gallon,  the  fifth  of 
that  name,  fays  Favin,  who  had 
been  created  a  peer  of  France  by 
Charles  the  Seventh,  betrothed  to 
the  daughter  of  that  prince,  Mag¬ 
dalen  of  France,  and  adorned  with 
the  order  of  the  liar,  determined 
to  celebrate  thefe  accumulated  ho¬ 
nours  by  a  magnificent  feuil,  given 
M  3  ,  at 
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at  Tours,  in  145P,  to  be  followed 
by  joufts,  which  he  ordered  to  be 
publifhed  abroad.  This  banquet 
was  compofed  of  five  fervices,  arid 
feven  entremets,  or  final  1  plates  of 
dainties,  ufually  ferved  at  the  tables 
of  the  great,  juft  before  the  fruit. 
In  one  of  thefe  entremets  they 
brought;  in  a  large  veffel,  a  pea¬ 
cock  alive,  which  had  at  its  neck 
the  arms  of  the  queen  of  France  ; 
and  round  the  veffel  were  ranged 
various  flags  and  ftreamers,  carry¬ 
ing  the  arms  of  all  the  p'rineefies 
and  ladies  of  the  court ;  wrho  were 
very  proud  of  this  honour  fhewn 
them  by  the  count  de  Foix  ;  and 
fo  magnificent  was  this  feaft,  that  it 
appeared  an  earthly  paradife  Thefe 
entremets  were  iirft  deviled  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  guefts  in  the  interval  be¬ 
tween  the  grand  fervices.  They 
were  exhibited  before  the  reign  of 
St.  Louis,  at  the  marriage  of  his 
brother  Robert,  at  Cqrhpiegne,  in 
1237  j  and  by  Charles  the  Fifth, 
at  a  feaft  he  gave,  in  1378,  to  the 
iking  of  the  Romans.  44  The  re¬ 
mains  of  this  ancient  magnificence, 
fays  De  Thou,  were  feen  at  the 
marriage  of  the  prince  of  Navarre, 
in  1572,  with  the  After  of  the 
king  ;  and  at  another  feaft,  which 
the  queen  gave,  the  following  year, 
to  the  duke  of  Anjou,  king  of  Po¬ 
land  :  and  a  tafte  for  thefe  ancient 
pleafures  was  preferved,  at  Flo¬ 
rence,  to  the  year  1600,  at  the 
banquet  given,  in  that  city,  for  the 
marriage  of  Mary  de  Medicis  with 
Henry  the  Fourth. 

44  The  plumage  of  the  fine  birds 
prefented  at  thefe  fplendid  enter¬ 
tainments,  was  conlidered,  by  the 
ladies  in  Provence,  as  the  richeftv 
ornament  with  which  they  could 
decorate  the  troubadour,  who  ce¬ 
lebrated  their  praife  :  the  feathers 
were  interwoven  in  the  crown, 
given  as  a  recompence  for  the  poetic 


talents  he  confecrated  to  the  cele¬ 
bration  of  valour  and  of  gallantry ; 
and  a  figure  of  the  peacock  was 
the  prize  of  the  knights  themfelves. 
At  a  feaft,  given  for  the  peace 
made  in  1659,  by  the  city  of  Mar- 
feilles,  44  the  troubadours,  fays 
hither  Meneftrier,  came  crowned 
with  peacocks  feathers,  which  had 
been  formally  devoted  to  them  by 
the  ladies  of  Provence.  The  eyes, 
reprefented  in  their  plumage,  ex-? 
preffed  the  attention  of  all  the 
world  to  thefe  troubadours.”  Pope 
Paul  the  Third  lent  to  king  Pepin 
a  confecrated  fword,  and  accom¬ 
panied  it  with  a  mantle  interwoven 
with  the  peacock’s  feathers. 

44  But  the  higheft  glory  of  this 
bird  was  the  moft  Angular  vow  made 
on  it,  which  was  performed  in  the 
following  manner  :  the  day  on 
which  the  knights  were  to  take 
their  folemn  vows,  a  peacock  or 
pheafant,  fometimes  roafted,  but 
always  dreiTed  and  garnifhed  out 
with  its  fineft  feathers,  was  brought 
in,  with  great  dignity,  by  the 
ladies,  or  the  young  gentlewomen, 
in  a  large  gold  or  ftlver  veffel,  in 
the  midft  of  a  numerous  company 
of  affembled  knights.  They  pre¬ 
fented  this  difh  to  each  knight, 
who  made  his  vow  on  the  bird  ; 
after  which,  they  carried  it  back, 
and  placed  it  on  a  table,  to  be  di- 
ftribrited  among  the  alii  ft  ants.  The 

O  i  * 

fkill  of  the  perfon  who  carved  it, 
conftfted  in  dividing  the  parts  fq 
nicely,  that  all  prefent  might  have 
a  fhare.  In  the  romance  of  Lari- 
celot  de  Lac,  there  is  a  great  eu- 
logy  given  to  king  Artus,  for  hav¬ 
ing  carved  the  peacock,  at  the 
round  table,  fo  much  to  the  latis- 
fabfcion  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
knights,  feared  at  the  feaft,  that 
they  were  all  content  with  the 
fhare  afligned  them. 

44  The  old  romancers,  who  wrote 
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on  this  lingular  vow,  inform  us, 
that  the  ladies,  or  young  gentle¬ 
women,  alter  prelenting  the  bird 
to  every  knight,  chofe  one  of  the 
mod  valiant  knights  to  accompany 
them  in  this  ceremony,  and  to  di- 
red  the  peacock  to  that  knight 
whom  he  efteemed  the  braved ; 
which  being  done,  the  knight  defi¬ 
ed  cut  up  the  bird,  and  diilributed 
it  in  his  fight.  So  high  a  preference 
bellowed  on  eminent  valour  was  not 
accepted,  till  after  a  long  and  mo- 
deft  refiftance,  and  confeffing  them- 
felves  the  leaft  worthy  of  this  ho¬ 
nour  :  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
knights,  admitted  into  the  order 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  protefted  they 
were  wholly  undeferving  of  lo  glo¬ 
rious  a  diftindion. 

ii  The  account  of  the  lingular 
ceremony  which  palled  at  Lifle, 
alfo,  in  1453,  on  the  conferring 
this  order,  at  the  court  of  Philip, 
the  Good,  duke  of  Burgundy,  is  too 
curious  to  he  omitted.  It  was  ex¬ 
hibited  upon  occafion  of  the  cm- 
fade  againft  the  Turks,  when  the 
conquell  of  the  Eaftern  empire 
was  accompfilhed  by  the  taking  of 
Conftantinople ;  and  is  thus  de- 
fcribed  by  Matthew  de  Couci,  and 
Olivier  de  la  Marche,  who  were  at 
this  feaft  :  “  The  neccftary  time 
for  the  preparations,  and  arrival 
of  the  knights,  was  palled  in  _  fe¬ 
deral  feafts  given  by  the  principal 
lords  ;  the  laft  of  which  was  that 
of  the  duke  of  Cleves,  when  they 
proclaimed  the  banquet  of  his  un¬ 
cle  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  which, 
according  to  the  ancient  cuflom, 
was  to  be  given  eighteen  days 
from  that  time.  The  proclamation 
was  thus  made  ;  a  lady,  mounting 
on  the  table  where  the  duke  of 
Burgundy  was  leated,  by  a  ftep 
made  for  that  purpofe,  kneeled 
down  before  him,  and  placed  on 
£he  head  of  that  prince  a  chaplet, 
or  crown  of  flowers ;  from  hence 
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the  cuftom  of  offering,  at  balls,  a 
note  gay  to  the  perlon  who  is  to 
give  the  next  entertainment.  When 
the  eighteen  days  were  palled,  the 
duke  of  Burgundy  drew  together 
his  whole  court,  and  the  nobility 
of  his  different  ftates,  to  his  ban¬ 
quet,  which  was  the  annunciation 
of  the  high  myfteries  of  religion 
and  of  knighthood  :  when,  if  the 
magnificence  of  the  prince  was  ad¬ 
mired  in  the  multitude  and  abun¬ 
dance  of  the  lervices,  it  was  ftill 
more  confpicuous  in  the  elegant 
fpedacles  difplayed  in  the  entre¬ 
mets,  or  curious  and  dainty  dilhes, 
brought  in  between  the  lervices 
and  the  fruits  ;  by  which  the  dealt 
was  rendered  more  pompous  and 
amufing.  There  appeared,  in  the 
hall,  divers  decorations  ;  machines, 
figures  of  men,  and  extraordinary 
animals,  trees,  mountains,  rivers, 
and  a  fea,  with  vefiels  on  it :  all 
thefe  objects  were  intermixed  with 
perfonagea,  with  birds,  and  other 
living  animals,  who  were  in  motion 
in  the  hall,  or  on  the  great  table, 
and  represented  the  addons  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  defign  the  duke  had 
formed  ;  which  was,  to  exhibit 
the  feafts  of  the  palace  of  Aicine, 
in  the  ancient  court  of  France.  It 
is  aftonifliing  to  conceive  what  muff 
have  been  the  extent  ol  the  hall, 
which  contained  fo  fpacious  a 
table,  or  rarher  lo  vaft  a  theatre, 
with  the  ground  neceifary  for  the 
adion  of  fo  many  machines  and 
perfons  ;  without  reckoning  the 
multitude  of  the  guefts,  and  the 
crowd  of  fpedators.  In  the  midft 
of  this  fpedacle  entered  luddenly 
a  giant,  armed  in  the  ancient  man¬ 
ner  of  a  Moor  of  Grenada  ;  he 
led  an  elephant,  who  carried  a 
cadlc  on  his  back,  in  which  was 
a  lady,  bathed  in  tears,  and  d  relied 
in  long  mourninfWabits,  as  a  nun, 
or  devotee  to  the  cloy  Her.  When 
ilie  came  into  the  hall,  and  was  in 
M  4  the 
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the  mid  if  of  the  affembly,  fhe  re¬ 
cited  a  poem  of  three  llanzas, 
which  commanded  the  giant  to 
flop  ;  but  he,  looking  on  her  with 
a  fixed  eye,  continued  his  march 
till  he  came  to  the  table  of  the 
duke.  At  that  moment  the  cap¬ 
tive  lady,  who  reprefented  reli¬ 
gion,  made  a  long  complaint,  in 
verfe,  on  the  calamities  fhe  buffered 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  infidels  ; 
and  reproached  the  lukewarmnefs 
of  thofe  who  ought  to  have  fuc- 
coured  and  delivered  her.  When 
this  lamentation  was  over,  the  king 
at  arms,  of  the  order  of  the  G  olden 
Fleece,  preceded  by  a  long  file  of 
officers  at  arms,  and  carrying  on 
his  head  a  pheafant  alive,  which 
Was  ornamented  with  a  golden  col¬ 
lar,  enriched  with  pearls  and  pre¬ 
cious  flones,  advanced  towards  the 
duke  of  Burgundy,  and  prefented 
to  him  two  young  ladies ;  the  one 
of  whom  was  Yolande,  the  natural 
daughter  of  that  prince  ;  and  the 
other,  1  label  of  Neufehatel,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  lordde  Montaigu  ;  each 
accompanied  by  a  knight  of  the 
Golden  Fleece.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  king  at  arms  offered  to  the  duke 
the  bird  he  carried,  in  the  name  of 
thefe  ladies,  who  recommended 
themfclvcs  to  the  protection  of 
their  fovereign,  in  conformity  to 
the  ancient  cufloms,  according  to 
which,  in  the  great  feafts  arid  noble 
afiemblies,  they  prefented  to  the 
princes,  lords,  and  noble  ladies,  a 
peacock,  or  feme  other  royal  bird, 
on  which  to  make  vows  fervice- 
able  to  thofe  ladies  who  fliould  im¬ 
plore  their  affillance.  The  duke, 
after  having  attentively  lifiened  to 
the  petition  of  the  king  at  arms, 
returned  a  billet,  which  was  read 
aloud,  and  began  in  thefe  words  : 
44  I  vow  to  God  my  creator,  and 
to  the  glorious  Virgin  his  mother  ; 
and  after  thefe  to  the'  ladies  and 
the  pheafants,  &c/’  It  further 
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contained  folemn  promifes  (tha 
grand  intent  of  this  allegorical  ex¬ 
hibition)  to  carry  the  war  amorigfb 
the  infidels,  for  the  defence  of  the 
oppreffed  church,  and  that  cafile, 
in  which  this  lingular  ceremony 
was  reprefented. 

JL 

44  The  vow  made  by  the  duke 
(fays  Olivier  de  la  Marche)  was 
the  fignal  of  all  the  other  vows, 
each  of  which  had  in  view  the 
proving  their  courage  againft  the 
Turks ;  and  feme  arbitrary  penance 
was  added,  as,  to  abfiain  from  wine 
and  meat  on  certain  days,  not  to 
fleep  in  a  bed,  not  to  eat  on  a 
table-cloth,  to  wear  fhirts  of  hair, 
or  armour  next  the  fkin,  &c.  till 
thefe  engagements  were  performed. 

44  The  conclufion  of  thefe  vows 
was  celebrated  by  a  new  fpeftacle. 
A  lady,  dreffed  in  white,  in  the 
habit  of  a  nun,  bearing  on  her 
fhoulder  a  fcroll,  on  which  was 
Written,  44  Grace  of  God/5  in  let¬ 
ters  of  gold,  came  to  thank  the 
affembly,  and  prefented  twelve  la¬ 
dies,  conducted  by  as  many  knights. 
Thefe  ladies  reprefented  different 
virtues ;  the  name  of  each,  every 
lady  carried  alfo  on  her  fhoulder, 
marked  on  a  billet  or  brevet ;  and 
that  they  were  to  be  of  this  expe¬ 
dition,  to  infure  its  fuccefs.  When 
they  had  palled  in  review,  one  after 
the  other  prefented  their  brevet  to 
Gr  ace  of  God,  who  read  them, 
and  recited,  at  the  end  of  each,  in 
a  couplet  of  eight  verfes,  the  names 
of  the  ladies,  which  were,  Faith, 
Juftice,  Charity,  Reafon,  Prudence, 
Temperance,  Strength,  Truth,  Li¬ 
berality,  Diligence,  Hope,  Va¬ 
lour  ;  all  which  were  to  exprefs  the 
virtues  neceffary  to  a  true  and  per¬ 
fect  knight.  TheTe  ceremonies 
over,  they  all  began  to  dance  in 
figures,  and  were  fumptuoufly 
feafted  ;  and  with  thefe  allegorical 
and  magnificent  entertainments 
glided  this  noble  and  joyful  feaft.’* 

Mr. 
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[From  Mr,  Sheridan 

S4  HPHERE  lived  at  that  time 
JL  in  Ireland  a  gentleman  of 
the  name  of  Mathew,  whofe  hif- 
tory  is  well  worth  recording,  al¬ 
though  in  a  great  part  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  dig-reiiive.  He  was  pollefied 
of  a  large  eilate  in  the  fine  it  county 
of  that  kingdom,  Tipperary :  which 
produced  a  clear  rent  of  eight  thou- 
fand-a  year.  As  he  delighted  in  a 
country  life,  he  refolved  to  build 
a  large  commodious  ho  life  for  the 
reception  of  gueils,  furrounded  by 
fifteen  hundred  acres  of  his  ch'oiceil 
land,  all  laid  out  upon  a  regular 
plan  of  improvement,  according  to 
the  new  adopted  mode  of  Englifh 
gardening  (which  ,  had  fupplanted 
the  bad  Dutch  tafle  brought  in  by- 
king  William)  and  of  which  he 
was  the  firft  who  let  the  example 
in  Ireland  ;  nor  was  there  any  im¬ 
provement  of  that  fort  then  in 
England,  which  was  comparable  to 
his,  either  in  point  of  beauty  or 
extent.  As  this  dehorn  was  form- 
ed  early  in  life,  in  order  to  ac- 
complifh  his  point,  without  incur¬ 
ring  any  debt  on  his  eftate,  he  re¬ 
tired  to  the  continent  for  feven 
years,  and  lived  upon  fix  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  while  the  remain¬ 
ing  income  of  his  eftate  was  emf 
ployed  in  carrying  on  the  great- 
works  he  had  planned  there.  When 
all  was  completed,  he  returned  to 
his  native  country  ;  and  after  fome 
time  palled  in  the  metropolis,  to 
revive  the  old,  and  cultivate  new 
acquaintance,  he  retired  to  his  feat 
at  Thomas-town  to  pafs  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  days  there.  As  he 
«ivas  one  of  the  fined  gentlemen  of 
flie  age,  and  pollefied  of  i'o  largf  a 


’s  Life  of  Dr.  Swift.] 

property,  he  found  no  difficulty 
during  his  reiidence  in  Dublin,  to 
get  accefs  to  all,  whole  character 
for  talents,  or  probity,  made  him 
defirous  to  cultivate  their  acquaint¬ 
ance.  Out  of  thefe,  he  feiefled 
luch  as  were  mod  conformable  to 
his  tafte,  inviting  them  to  pafs  fucli 
leifure  time  as  they  might  have 
upon  their  hands,  at  Thomas -town. 
As  there  was  foinething  uncom¬ 
monly  lingular  in  his  mode  of  liv¬ 
ing,  luch  as  I  believe  was  never 
carried  into  practice  by  any  mor¬ 
tal  before,  in  an  equal  degree,  I 
fancy  the  reader  will  not  be  dif- 
pleafed  with  an  account  of  the 
particulars  of  it,  though  it  may 
appear  foreign  to  the  fubjedl  in 
hand. 

“  His  houfe  had  been  chiefly 
contrived  to  anfwer  the  noble  pur- 
pole  of  that  conftant  hofpitality, 
which  he  intended  to  maintain 
there.  It  contained  forty  common 
dious  apartments  for  gueils,  with 
fuitable  accommodations  to  their 
fervants.  Each  apartment  was 
completely  furniihed  with  every 
convenience  that  could  be  wanted^ 
even  to  the  minuteft  article.  When 
a  guefi:  arrived,  he  fnewed  him  his 
apartment,  faying,  this  is  your 
call le,  here  you  are  to  command  as 
ablolutely  as  in  your  own  houfe; 
you  may  breakfaft,  dine,  and  fup 
here  whenever  you  pleafe,  and  in¬ 
vite  luch  of  the  gueils  to  accom¬ 
pany  you  as  may  be  mofi  agreeable 
to  you.  Fie  then  Ihcwed  him  the 
common  parlour,  where  he  laid  a 
daily  ordinary  was  kept  at  which 
he  might  dine  when  it  was  more 
agreeable  to  him  to  mix  in  fociety ; 
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but  from  this  moment  you  are  ne¬ 
ver  to  know  me  as  mailer  of  the 
houfe,  and  only  to  confider  me  as 
one  of  the  guefts.  In  order  to  put 
an  end  to  all  ceremony  at  meal¬ 
time,  he  took  his  place  at  random 
at  the  table,  and  thus  all  ideas  of 
precedence  being  laid  afide,  the 
gueffs  fcated  themfelves  prom  i  feu - 
ouily,  without  any  regard  to  differ¬ 
ence  of  rank  or  quality.  There 
was  a  large  room  fitted  up  exactly 
like  a  coffee-houfe,  where  a  bar¬ 
maid  and  waiters  attended  to  fur- 
nifh  refrefhments  at  all  times  of  the 
day.  Here,  fuch  as  chofe  it,  break- 
faffed  at  their  own  hour.  It  was 
furnifhed  with  chefs-boards,  back¬ 
gammon  tables,  newfpapers,  pamph¬ 
lets,  &c  in  all  the  forms  of  a  city 
coffee-houfe.  But  the  raoft  extra¬ 
ordinary  circumffance  in  his  whole 
domeffic  arrangement,  was  that  of 
a  detached  room  in  one  of  the  ex¬ 
tremities  of  the  houfe,  called  the 
tavern.  As  he  was  himfelf  a  very 
temperate  man,  and  many  of  his 
gueffs  were  of  the  fame  difpofftion, 
the  quantity  of  wine  for  the  ufe 
of  the  common  room  was  but  mo¬ 
derate  ;  but  as  drinking  was  much 
in  faffiion  in  thofe  days,  in  order 
to  gratify  fuch  of  his  gueffs  as  had 
indulged  themfelyes  in  that  cui- 
tom,  he  had  recourfe  to  the  above- 
mentioned  contrivance  ;  and  it  was 
the  cuffom  of  all  who  loved  a  cheer¬ 
ful  glafs,  to  adjourn  to  the  ta¬ 
vern  foon  after  dinner,  and  leave 
the  more  fober  folks  to  themfelves k 
Here  a  waiter  in  a  blue  apron  at¬ 
tended,  (as  was  the  faffiion  then) 
and  all  things  in  the  room  were 
contrived  lb  as  to  humour  the  iliu- 
fion.  Here,  every  one  called  for 
what  liquor  they  liked,  with  as 
little  reffraint  as  if  they  were  really 
in  a  public-houfe,  and  to  pay  their 
Ilia  re  of  the  reckoning.  Here  too, 
the  midnight  orgies  of  Bacchus 


were  often  celebrated,  with  the 
fame  noify  mirth  as  is  cuffomary  in 
his  city  temples,  without  in  the 
lead  diffurbing  the  repofe  of  the 
more  fober  part  of  the  family, 
Games  of  all  forts  were  allowed, 
but  under  fuch  reffrifftions  as  to 
prevent  gambling  ;  and  fo  as  to 
anfwer  their  true  end,  that  of  a- 
mufement,  without  injuring  the 
purie  of  the  players.  There  wmre 
two  billiard-tables,  and  a  large 
bowling-green  ;  ample  provifion 
was  made  for  all  fuch  as  delighted 
in  country  fports  ;  fifliing  tackle  of 
all  forts  ;  variety  of  guns  with 
proper  ammunition  ,*  a  pack  of  bn  ck- 
hounds,  another  of  fox-hounds, 
and  another  of  harriers.  He  con- 
ffantly  kept  twenty7  choice  hunters 
in  his  ffables  for  the  ufe  of  thofe 
who  were  not  properly  mounted 
for  the  chace.  It  may7  be  thought 
that  his  income  was  not  lufficient 
to  fupport  fo  expenffve  an  effahlifh- 
ment ;  but  when  it  is  confidered 
that  eight  thoufand  a  year  at  that 
time  was  fully  equal  to  double  that 
fum  at  prefent  ;  that  his  large  de- 
mefne,  in  fome  of  the  richeft  foil 
of  Ireland,  furnifhed  the  houfe 
with  every  neceffary  except  gro¬ 
ceries  and  wine ;  it  may  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  eaffly  practicable  if 
under  the  regulation  of  a  ffrict  oeco- 
nomyr  ;  of  which  no  man  was  a 
greater  mafter.  I  am  told  his  plan 
was  fo  well  formed,  and  he  had 
inch  checks  upon  all  his  domeffics, 
that  it  was  impoiffble  there  could 
be  any  wafte,  or  that  any  article 
from  the  larder,  or  a  fingle  bottle 
of  wine  from  the  cellar  could  have 
been  purloined,  without  immediate 
detection.  This  was  done  partly 
by  the  choice  of  faithful  ffewards, 
and  clerks  of  approved  integrity  ; 
but  chiefly  by  his  own  fuperintend>* 
ance  of  the  whole,  as  not  a  day 
puffed  without  having  all  the  ac~ 

points 
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counts  of  the  preceding  one  laid 
before  him.  This 'he  was  enabled 
to  do  by  his  early  riling  ;  and  the 
bulinefs  being  finilhed  before  others 
were  out  of  their  beds,  he  always 
appeared  the  moil  difengaged  man 
in  the  houfe,  and  fcemed  to  have 
as  little  concern  in  the  condutt  ct 
it  as  any  of  the  guefts.  And  in¬ 
deed  to  a  ftranger  he  might  ealily 
pafs  for  fuch,  as  he  made  it  a  point 
that  no  one  fhould  conlider  him  in 
the  light  of  ra after  of  the  houfe, 
nor  pay  him  the  lead  civilities  on 
that  fcore  ;  which  he  carried  io 
far,  that  he  fometimes  went  abroad 

t 

without  giving  any  notice,  and 
itaid  away  feverai  days,  while 
things  went  on  as  ulual  at  home  ; 
and  on  his  return,  he  would  not 
allow  any  gratulations  to  be  made 
him,  nor  any  other  notice  to  be 
taken  of  him,  than  if  he  had  not 
been  abfent  during  that  time.  The 
arrangements  of  every  fort  were  fo 
prudently  made,  that  no  multipli¬ 
city  of  guefts  or  their  domeftics, 
ever  occalioned  any  di'forder,  and 
all  things  were  conducted  with  the 
lame  eafe  and  regularity  as  in  a 
private  family.  There  was  one 
point  which  feemed  of  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  that  of  eftablifhing  certain 
lio-nals,  by  which  each  lervant 
might  know  when  he  was  iummon- 
ed  to  his  mailer ?s  apartment.  For 
this  purpofe  there  was  a  great  hall 
appropriated  to  their  ufe,  where 
they  always  affembled  when  they 
were  not  upon  duty.  Along  the 
wall  bells  were  ranged  in  order, 
one  to  each  apartment,  with  the 
number  of  the  chamber  marked 
over  it  ;  lb  that  when  any  one  of 
them  was  rung,  they  had  only  to 
turn  their  eyes  to  the  bell,  and  fee 
what  fervant  was  called.  He  was 
the  fir  it  who  put  an  end  to  that 
inhofpitable  cullom  of  giving  vales 
to  fervants,  by  making  a  luitable 


addition  to  their  wages ;  at  the 
fame  time  alluring  them,  that  if 
they  ever  took  any  afterwards,  they 
fhould  be  difcharged  with  difgrace; 
and  to  prevent  temptation,  the 
p-uefts  were  informed  that  Mr.  Ma- 
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thew  would  conlider  it  as  the  high- 
eft  affront,  if  any  offer  of  that  fort 
were  made.  As  Swift  had  heard 
much  of  this  place  from  Dr.  She¬ 
ridan,  who  had  been  often  a  wel¬ 
come  guetl  there,  both  on  account 
of  his  companionable  qualities, 
and  as  being  preceptor  to  the  ne¬ 
phew  of  Mr.  Mathqw,  he  was  de- 
iirous  of  feeing  with  his  own  eyes 
whether  the  report  of  it  were  true, 
which  he  could  not  help  thinking 
to  have  been  much  exaggerated. 
Upon  receiving  an  intimation  of 
this  from  Dr*  Sheridan,  Mr*  Ma¬ 
thew  wrote  a  polite  letter  to  the 
dean,  requesting  the  honour  of  a 
vilit,  in  company  with  the  doblor, 
on  his  next  fchool  vacation.  They 
fet:  out  accordingly  on  horfeback, 
attended  by  a  gentleman  who  was 
a  near  relation  of  Mr.  Mathew, 
and  from  whom  I  received  the 
whole  of  the  following  account. 
They  had  fcarce  reached  the  inn 
where  they  were  to  pafs  the  firft 
night,  and  which,  like  molt  of  the 
I rifli  inns  at  that  time,  afforded 
but  miferable  entertainment,  when 
a  coach  and  fix  horfes  arrived, 
lent  to  convey  them  the  remainder 
of  their  journey  to  Thomas-town ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  bringing  (lore 
of  the  choice!!  viands,  wine,  and 
other  liquors  for  their  refrelhment. 
Swift  was  highly  pDafed  with  this 
uncommon  mark  of  attention  paid 
him,  and  the  circumtrance  of  the 
coach  proved  particularly  agree¬ 
able,  as  he  had  been  a  good  deal 
fatigued  with  his  day’s  journey. 
When  they  came  within  light  of 
the  houfe,  the  dean,  aftonifhed  at 
its  magnitude,  cried  out,  u  What, 
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in  the  name  of  God  can  be  the  ufe 
of  fuch  a  vad  building  ?”  “  Why, 
Mr.  Dean,”  replied  their  fellow- 
traveller  before-mentioned,  44  there 
are  no  lefs  than  forty  apartments 
for  guefts  in  that  houfe,  and  all  of 
them  probably  occupied  at  this 
time,  except  what  are  referred  for 
us.”  Swift,  in  his  ufual  manner, 
called  out  to  the  coachman  to  (top, 
and  bade  him  turn  about,  and  drive 
him  back  to  Dublin,  for  he  could 
not  think  of  mixing  with  fuch  a 
croud.  44  Well,”  faid  he,  after¬ 
wards  fuddenly,  44  there  is  no  re¬ 
medy,  I  mud  fubmit ;  but  I  have 
lod  a  fortnight  of  my  life.”  Mr. 
Mathew  received  him  at  the  door 
with  uncommon  marks  of  refpedt ; 
and  then  conducting  him  to  his 
apartment,  after  fo-me  compliments, 
made  him  his  ufual  fpeech  ;  ac¬ 
quainting  him  with  the  cu horns  of 
the  houfe,  and  retired,  leaving  him 
in  pofieffion  of  his  cadle.  Soon 
after  the  cook  appeared  with  his 
bill  of  tare,  to  receive  his  direc¬ 
tions  about  fupper,  and  the  butler 
at  the  fame  time  with  a  lid  of  wines 
and  other  liquors.  44  And  is  all 
this  really  fo,”  faid  Swift  ?  44  and 
may  I  command  here  as  in  my  own 
houfe  ?”  The  gentleman  before - 
mentioned  allured  him  he  might, 
and  that  nothing  could  be  more 
agreeable  to  the  owner  of  that 
manhon,  than  that  all  under  his 
roof  fhould  live  conformably  to 
their  own  inclinations,  without  the 
feait  reftraint.  44  Well,  then,” 
faid  Swift,  44  I  invite  you  and  Dr. 
Sheridan  to  be  my  guefts  while  l 
fitay,  for  X  think  1  fhall  hardly  be 
tempted  to  mix  with  the  mob  be¬ 
low.”  Three  days  were  palled  in 
riding  over  the  demefne,  and  view¬ 
ing  the  feveral  improvements,  with¬ 
out  ever  feeing  Mr.  Mathew,  or 
any  of  his  guefts ;  nor  were  the 
company  below  much  concerned 
2 


at  his  abfence,  as  his  very  name 
ufually  infpired  thofe  who  did  not 
know  him  with  awe,  and  they 
were  afraid  his  prefence  would  put 
an  end  to  that  eafe  and  cheerful- 
nefs  which  reigned  among  them. 
On  the  fourth  day,  Swift  entered 
the  room  where  the  company  were 
affembled  before  dinner,  and  ad- 
dr  effed  Mr.  Mathew  in  one  of  the 
fined  complimental  fpeeches  that 
ever  was  made  ;  in  which  he  expa¬ 
tiated  on  all  the  beauties  of  his 
improvements,  with  the  Ikill  of  an 
artid,  and  tade  of  a  connoiiTeur. 
He  fire  wed  that  he  had  a  full  com- 
prehenfion  of  the  whole  of  the 
plan,  and  of  the  judicious  adap¬ 
tion  of  the  parts  to  the  whole,  an$ 
pointed  out  feveral  articles  which 
had  efcaped  general  obfervation. 
Such  an  addrels,  from  a  man  of 
Swift’s  c  ha  raider,  could  not  fail  of 
being  pleafing  to  the  owner,  who 
was  at  the  fame  time  the  planner 
of  thefe  improvements  ;  and  fo 
fine  an  eulogium  from  one  who 
was  fuppofed  to  deal  more  in  fatyr 
than  panegyric,  was  likely  to  re¬ 
move  the  prejudice  entertained  a- 
gaind  his  character,  and  prepoflefs 
the  reft  of  the  company  in  his 
favour.  He  concluded  his  fpeech, 
by  faying,  46  And  now,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  I  am  come  to  live  a- 
mong  you,  and  it  fhall  be  no  fault 
of  mine  if  we  do  not  pafs  our  time 
agreeably.  After  dinner,  being  in 
high  fpirits,  he  entertained  the 
company  with  various  pleafantries  : 
Doctor  Sheridan  and  he  played  in¬ 
to  one  another’s  hands ;  they 
joked,  tfiey  punned,  they  laughed, 
and  a  general  gaiety  was  difihfed 
through  the  whole  company.  In 
a  fhort  time  all  condraint  on  his 
account  difappeared.  He  entered 
readily  into  all  their  little  fc hemes 
of  promoting  mirth,  and  every  day, 
with  the  abidance  of  his  coadjutor, 

pro* 
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produced  fome  new  otie,  which 
afforded  a  good  deal  of  fport  and 
merriment.  Never  were  fuch  joy¬ 
ous  fcenes  known  there  before ; 
for,  when  to  eafe  and  cheerfulnefs, 
there  is  fuperadded,  at  times,  the 
higher  zed  of  gay  wit,  lively  fancy, 
and  droll  humour,  nothing  can  be 
wanting  to  the  perfection  of  the  fo- 
cia-1  pleafures  of  life.  When  the  time 
came  which  obliged  Dr.  Sheridan  to 
return  to  his  fchool,  the  company 
were  fo  delighted  with  the  dean,  that 
they  earnedly  intreated  him  to  re¬ 
main  there  fome  time  longer  ;  and 
Mr.  Mathew  himfelffor  once  broke 


through  his  rule  of  never  folicit- 
ing  the  hay  of  any  gueh,  (it  being 
the  ehablilhed  cuifom  of  the  houfe 
that  all  might  depart  whenever 
they  thought  proper,  without  any 
ceremony  of  lea^e-taking)  by  join¬ 
ing  in  the  re  quell.  Swift  found 
himfelf  lb  happy  in  his  lituation 
there,  that  he  readily  yielded  to 
their  folicitations,  and  inhead  of 
the  fortnight  which  he  had  origi¬ 
nally  intended,  pahed  four  months 
there  much  to  his  own  fatisfacfion, 
and  that  of  all  thofe  who  vidted 
the  place  during  that  time. 


GENERAL  PLAN  of  the  ASIATIC  SOCIETY. 

(From  Sir  William  Jones’s  u  Difcourfe  delivered  at  Calcutta,  on  the 
Inhitution  of  a  Society  for  enquiring  into  the  Hihory,  Civil  and 
Natural,  the  Antiquities,  Arts,  Sciences,  and  Literature  of  Aha.,?] 


<4  a  Lthough  it  is  my  humble 
opinion  that,  in  order  to 
enfure  our  fuccefs  and  permanence, 
we  mu  ft  keep  a  middle  courfe  be¬ 
tween  a  languid  remiffnefs  and  an 
over-zealous  activity— -and  that  the 
tree,  which  you  have  aufpicioully 
planted,  will  produce  fairer  blof- 
foms  and  more  exquifite  fruit,  if 
it  be  not  at  iirh  expofed  to  too  great 
a  glare  of  lunlhine— yet  1  take  the 
liberty  of  fubmitting  to  your  con- 
li deration  a  few  general  ideas  on 
the  plan  of  our  fociety  ;  alluring 
you  that,  whether  you  reject  or 
approve  them,  your  correction  will 
give  me  both  pleafure  and  induc¬ 
tion,  as  your  flattering  attentions 
have'  already  ^conferred  on  me  the 
highed  honour. 

It  is  your  defign,  I  conceive, 
to  take  an  ample  fpace  lor  your 
learned  invedigations,  bounding 
them  only  by  the  geographical  li¬ 


mits  of  Alia  ;  fo  that,  considering 
Hindoflan  as  a  centre,  and  turning 
your  eyes  in  idea  to  the  north, 
you  have  on  your  right  many  im¬ 
portant  kingdoms  in  the  eadern 
peninfula  -  the  ancient  and  won¬ 
derful  empire  of  China,  with  all 
her  Tartarian  dependencies  ;  and 
that  of  Japan,  with  the  clus¬ 
ter  of  precious  illands,  in  which 
many  lingular  curiolities  have  too 
long  been  concealed.  Before  you 
lies  that  prodigious  chain  of  moun¬ 
tains,  which  formerly,  perhaps, 
were  a  barrier  againd  the  violence 
of  the  fea  ;  and  beyond  them,  the 
very  interefHng  country  of  Tibet, 
and  the  vail:  regions  of  Tartary, 
from  which,,  as  from  the  Trojan 
horfe  of  the  poets,  have  ilfued  fo 
many  confumtnate  warriors,  whofe 
domain  has  extended  at  lead  from 
the  banks  ol  the  Hilfus  to  the 
mouths  of  the  Ganges.  On  your 

left 
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left  are  the  beautiful  and  celebrat¬ 
ed  provinces  of  Iran  or  Perfla ; 
the  unmealured,  and  perhaps  un- 
meafurable,  deferts  of  Arabia  ; 
and  the  once  flourifhing  kingdom 
of  Yemen,  with  the  pleafant  illes 
that  the  Arabs  have  fubdued  or  co¬ 
lonized  :  and  farther  wefhvard, 
the  Afiatic  dominions  of  the  Turk- 
Illi  fultans,  whole  moon  feems  ap¬ 
proaching*  rapidly  to  its  wane.  By 
this  great  circumference  the  field 
of  your  ufefut  refearches  will  be 
inclofed  :  but  fmce  Egypt  had  un- 
queftionably  an  old  connection  with 
this  country,  if  not  with  China — • 
hnce  the  language  and  literature 

of  the  Abvflinians  bear  a  manifelt 

•» 

affinity  to  thofe  of  Alia — flnce  the 
Arabian  arms  prevailed  along  the 
African  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean, 
and  even  ereCted  a  powerful  dy natty 
on  the  continent  of  Europe— you 
may  not  be  difpleal'ed  occalionally 
to  follow  the  ft  ream  of  Afiatic 
learning  a  little  beyond  its  natural 
boundary  :  and  if  it  be  neceffiary 
or  convenient  that  a  niort  name  or 
epithet  be  given  to  our  fociety,  in 
order  to  diitinguifh  it  in  the  world, 
that  of  Afiatic  appears  both  claffical 
and  proper,  whether  we  confider 
the  place  or  the  objeCt  of  the  in- 
flitution ;  and  preferable  to  Ori¬ 
ental,  wffiich  is  in  truth  a  word 
merely  relative,  and  though  com¬ 
monly  ufed  in  Europe,  conveys  no 
very  diflinCt  idea. 

<c  If  now  it  be  afked,  What  are 
Ihe  intended  objects  of  our  enqui¬ 
ries  within  thefe  fpacious  limits  ? 
we  anfwer,  man  and  nature — - 
I  whatever  is  performed  by  the  one, 
or  produced  by  the  other.  Human 
knowledge  has  been  elegantly  ana- 
lyfed  according  to  the  three  great 
faculties  of  the  mind,  memory, 
reafon,  and  imagination  ;  which 
we  conftantly  find  employed  in  ar¬ 
ranging  and  retaining,  comparing 


and  diftinguifhing,  combining  and 
diverflfying  the  ideas,  which  we 
receive  through  our  fenfes,  or  ac¬ 
quire  by  reflection  :  hence  the 
three  main  branches  of  learning 
are,  hiftory,  fcience,  and  art.  The 
firft  comprehends  either  an  account 
of  natural  productions,  or  the  ge* 
nuine  records  of  empires  and  flates: 
the  fecond  embraces  the  whole  cir¬ 
cle  of  pure  and  mixed  mathematics, 
together  with  ethics  and  law,  as 
far  as  they  depend  on  the  reafoning 
faculty  :  and  the  third  includes  all 
the  beauties  of  imagery,  and  the 
charms  of  invention,  difplayed  in 
modulated  language,  or  reprefen  t~ 
ed  by  colour,  figure,  or  found. 

“  Agreeably  to  this  analyfis, 
you  will  invefligate  whatever  is 
rare  in  the  ftupendous  fabric  of  na¬ 
ture-will  correCt  the  geography 
of  Afia  by  new  obfervations  and 
difcoveries — will  trace  the  annals 
and  even  traditions  of  thofe  na¬ 
tions,  who  from  time  to  time  have 
peopled  or  defolated  it — and  will 
bring  to  light  their  various  forms 
of  government,  with  their  infliru- 
tions  civil  and  religious  :  you  will 
examine  their  improvements  and 
methods  in  arithmetic  and  geome¬ 
try —  in  trigonometry,  menftt  ra¬ 
tion,  mechanics,  optics,  aflrono- 
my,  and  general  phyflcs  ;  their 
fyftems  of  morality,  grammar,  rhe¬ 
toric  and  dialectic  ;  their  Ikill  in 
chirurgery  and  medicine  ;  and  their 
advancement,  whatever  it  may  be, 
in  anatomy  and  chymiflry.  To 
this  you  will  add  refearches  into 
their  agriculture,  manufactures, 
trade ;  and,  whilft  you  enquire 
with  pleafure  into  their  mufic,  ar¬ 
chitecture,  painting,  and  poetry, 
will  not  negleCt  thofe  .  inferior  arts, 
by  which  the  comforts  and  even 
elegancies  of  focial  life  are  fupplied 
or  improved. — You  may  obferve 
that  I  have  omittpd  their  language, 

the 
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the  diverfity  and  difficulty  of  which 
are  a  fad  obftacle  to  the  progrefs  of 
ufeful  knowledge.  But  i  have 
ever  confidered  languages  as  the 
mere  inftruments  of  real  learning, 
and  think  them  improperly  con¬ 
founded  with  learning  itfelf :  the 
attainment  of  them  is,  however, 
indifpenfably  neceffary  ;  and  if  to 
the  Perlian,  Armenian,  Turkifh, 


and  Arabic,  could  be  added  not 
only  the  Samfcrit,  the  treafures  of 
which  we  may  now  hope  to  fee 
unlocked  — but  even  the  Chinefe, 
Tartarian,  Japanefe,  and  the  va¬ 
rious  infular  dialedts,  an  immenie 
mine  would  then  be  open,  in  which 
we  might  labour  with  equal  delight 
and  advantage.” 


The  ADVANTAGES  of  a  TASTE  for  the  BEAUTIES  of  NATURE. 
[From  Dr.  Fercival’s  u  Moral  and  Literary  Differtations.”] 


84  qpHAT  fenfibility  to  beauty, 
X  which  when  cultivated 
and  improved,  we  term  talle,  is 
univerfally  diffufed  through  the 
human  fpecies  :  and  it  is  mod  uni¬ 
form  with  refpedt  to  thole  objects, 
which,  being  out  of  our  power, 
are  not  liable  to  variation,  from 
accident,  caprice,  or  fafliion.  The 
verdant  lawn,  the  fhady  grove, 
the  variegated  landfcape,  the  bpund- 
lefs  ocean,  and  the  frarry  firma¬ 
ment,  are  contemplated  with  plea- 
fure  by  every  attentive  beholder. 
But  the  emotions  of  different  fpec- 
tators,  though  limilar  in  kind,  dif¬ 
fer  widely  in  degree  :  and  to  relifh, 
with  full  delight,  the  enchanting 
fcenes  of  nature,  the  mind  mud  be 
un corrupted  by  avarice,  fenlual- 
ity,  or  ambition  ;  quick  in  her 
fenfibilitjes  ;  elevated  in  her  fentl- 
ments ;  and  devout  in  her  affec¬ 
tions.  He,  who  poffeffes  fuch  ex¬ 
alted  powers  of  perception  and  en¬ 
joyment,  may  almoft  fay,  with  the 
poet, 

<c  I  care  not,  Fortune!  what  you  me 
deny  : 

You  cannot  rob  me  of  free  Nature’s  grace: 

.  O' 

You  cannot  fbut  the  windows  of  the  iky, 
Through  which  Aurora  fhews  her  bright¬ 
ening  face-; 


You  cannot  bar  my  conftant  feet  to  trace 
The  woods  and  iavvns,  by  living  dream, 
at  eve  : 

Let  health  my  nerves  and  finer  fibres 
brace, 

And  I  their  toys  to  the  great  children 
leave: 

Of  fancy,  reafon,  virtue,  nought  can  me 
bereave.” 

44  Perhaps  fuch  ardent  enthu- 
fiafm  may  not  be  compatible  with 
the  neceffary  toils,  and  adlive  of¬ 
fices,  which  Providence  has  affign- 
ed  to  the  generality  of  men.  But 
there  are  none,  to  whom  fome  por¬ 
tion  of  it  may  not  prove  advanta¬ 
geous  ;  and  if  it  were  cherifhed, 
by  each  individual,  in  that  degree 
which  is  confident  with  the  indif- 
penfable  duties  of  his  dation,  the 
felicity  of  human  life  would  be 
confiderably  augmented.  From 
this  fource,  the  refined  and  vivid 
pleafures  of  the  imagination  are 
almod  entirely  derived  :  and  the 
elegant  arts  owe  their  choiceft 
beauties  to  a  tafte  for  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  nature.  Painting  and 
fculpture  are  exprefs  imitations  of 
viiible  objects  :  and  where  would 
be  the  charms  of  poetry,  if  diveft- 
ed  of  the  imagery  and  embellifh- 
ments,  which  die  borrows  from 
rural  fcenes  ?  Painters,  ffatuaries, 

and 
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and  poets,  therefore,  •are  always 
ambitious  to  acknowledge  ffheni- 
felves  the  pupils  of  nature;  and 
as  their  fkill  increafes,  they  grow 
more  and  more  delighted  with  every 
view  of  the  animal  and  vegetable 
world.  But  the  plealitre  refulting 
from  admiration  is  tranfient ;  and 
to  cultivate  tade,  without  regard 
to  its  influence  on  the  paffions  and 
affedions,  u  is  to  rear  a  tree  for 
its  bloffoms,  which  is  capable  of 
yielding  the  inched,  and  mod  va¬ 
luable  fruit.5*  Phyfical  and  moral 
beauty  bear  To  intimate  a  relation 
to  each  other,  that  they  may  be 
confidered  as  different  gradations 
in  the  fcale  of  excellence  :  and  the 
knowledge  and  relifh  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  fhould  be  deemed  only  a  ilep 
to  the  nobler  and  more  permanent 
enjoyments  of  the  latter. 

“Whoever  has  vifited  the  Lea- 
fowes,  in  W arwlckfhire,  muff  have 
felt  the  force  and  propriety  of  an 
infeription,  which  meets  the  eye, 
at  the  entrance  into  thofe  delight¬ 
ful  grounds. 

«  Would  you  then  tafle  the  tranquil 
feene  ? 

Be  fure  your  bofoms  he  ferene  ; 

'Devoid  of  hate,  devoid  of  ftrife,  * 

Devoid  of  all  that  poifons  lifc-e 
And  much  it  ’vails  you,  in  their  place 
To  graft  the  love  of  human  race.” 

Now  fuch  feenes  contribute 
powerfully  to  infpire  that  ferenity, 
which  is  neceffary  to  enjoy,  and  to 
■heighten  their  beauties.  By  a  fe- 
cret  contagion,  the  foul  catches 
the  harmony,  which  fhe  contem¬ 
plates  ;  and  the  frame  within,  affi- 
milates  itfelf  to  that  which  is  with¬ 
out.  For, 

«  Who  can  forbear  to  fmile  with  Na¬ 
ture  ?  Can 

The  ftormy  paffions  in  the  bofom  roll, 
While  every  gale  is  peace,  and  every 
grove 
Is  -melody 


<{  In  this  date  of  fweet  compo- 
fure,  we  become  fufceptible  of  vir^ 
tuoiis  impreffions,  from  aimed  every 
furrounding  objed.  The  patient 
ox  is  viewed  with  generous  com¬ 
placency  ;  the  guilelefs  fheep,  with 
pity ;  and  tire  playful  lamb  raifes 
emotions  of  tendernefs  and  love.. 
We  rejoice  with  the  horfe,  in  his 
liberty  and  exemption  from  toil, 
while  he  ranges  at  large  through 
enamelled  padures  ;  and  the  frolics 
of  the  colt  would  afford  unmixed 
delight,  did  we  not  recoiled  the 
bondage,  which  he  is  foon  to  un¬ 
dergo.  We  are  charmed  with  the 
long  of  birds,  foothed  with  the 
buzz  of  infeds,  and  pleaded  with 
the  fportive  motions  of  fifties,  be- 
caufe  thefe  are  expreffions  of  en¬ 
joyment  ;  and  we  exult  in  the  feli¬ 
city  of  the  whole  animated  crea¬ 
tion.  Thus  an  equal  and  exten- 
iive.  benevolence  is  called  forth  in¬ 
to  exertion  ;  and  having  felt  a  com¬ 
mon  intered  in  the  gratifications  of 
inferior  beings,  we  fhall  be  no  lon¬ 
ger  indifferent  to  their  fufferings, 
or  become  wantonly  indrumental 
in  producing  them. 

“  It  feems  to  be  the  intention 
of  Providence,  that  the  lower  or¬ 
der  of  animals  fhould  be  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  comfort,  convenience, 
dnd  fudenance  of  man.  But  his 
right  of  dominion  extends  no  far¬ 
ther  ;  and  if  this  right  be  exer- 
cifed  with  mildnefs,  humanity,  and 
judice,  fhe  fubjeds  of  his  power 
will  be  no  lefs  benefited  than  him- 
felf.  For  various  fpecies  of  living 
creatures  are  annually  multiplied 
by  human  art,  improved  in  their 
perceptive  powers  by  human  cul¬ 
ture,  and  plentifully  fedby.humair 
indudry.  The  relation,  therefore, 
is  reciprocal,  between  fuch  ani¬ 
mals  and  man  ;  and  he  may  fup- 
ply  his  own  wants  by  the  ufe  of 
their  labour,  the  produce  of  their 
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bodies,  and  even  the  facrifice  of 
their  lives  ;  whilft  he  eo-operates 
with  all-gracious  heaven,  in  pro¬ 
moting.  happinefs,  the  great  end  of 
sxiftence. 

44  But  though  it  be  true,  that 
partial  evil,  with  refpedt  to  dif¬ 
ferent  orders  of  fenfitive  beings, 
may  be  univerfal  good  j  and  that 
it  is  a  wife  and  benevolent  inftitu- 
tion  of  nature,  to  make  deftrudtion 
itfelf,  within  certain  limitations, 
the  caufe  of  an  increafe  of  life 
and  enjoyment ;  yet  a  generous 
perfon  will  extend  his  compaflioa- 
ate  regards  to  every  individual, 
that  fullers  for  his  fake  ;  and,  whilft 
he  fighs 

4<  Ev’n  for  the  kid,  or  Iamb,  that  pours 
its  life 

Beneath  the  bloody  knife;” 

he  will  naturally  be  felicitous  to 
mitigate  pain,  both  induration  and 
degree,  by  the  gentleft  modes  of 
iafiidting  it, 

44  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  how¬ 
ever,  that  this  fenfe  of  humanity 
would  foon  be  obliterated,  and  that 
the  heart  would  grow  callous  to 
every  fcft  impreilion,  were  it  not 
for  the  benignant  influence  of  the 
frnilmg  face  of  nature.  I  he  count 
de  Lauzun,  when  imprifened  by 
Louis  XI  V.  in  the  eaftle  of  Fig- 
nerol,  amufed  himfelf,  during  a 
long  period  of  time,  with  catching 
Hies,  and  delivering  them  to  be  de¬ 
voured  by  a  rapacious  fpider.  Such 
an  entertainment  was  equally  lin¬ 
gular  and  cruel  ;  and  inconliftent, 
1  believe,  with  his  former  charac¬ 
ter,  and  fubfequent  turn  of  mind. 


But  his  cell  had  no  window' ;  and 
received  only  a  glimmering  light, 
from  an  aperture  in  the  roof.  In 
lefs  unfavourable  circumftances, 
may  we  not  prefume,  that  inftead 
of  fporting  with  mifery,  he  would 
have  r£ leafed  the  agoniling  flies  ; 
and  bid  them  enjoy  that  freedom, 
of  which  he  himfelf  was  bereaved  ? 

44  But  the  tafte  for  natural  beau¬ 
ty  is  lubfervient  to  higher  pur- 
pofes  than  thofe  which  have  been 
enumerated :  and  the  cultivation 
of  it  not  only  refines  and  huma- 
nifes,  but  dignifies  and  exalts  the 
affedhons.  It  elevates  them  to  the 
admiration  and  love  of  that  Being, 
who  is,  the  author  of  ill  that  is 
fair,  fublime,  and  good  in  the 
creation.  Scepticifm  and  irreligion 
are  hardly  compatible  with  the 
fen  Ability  of  heart,  which  arifes 
from  a  juft  and  lively  reldli  of  the 
wifdom,  harmony,  and  order  fub- 
fllfing  in  the  world  around  us : 
and  emotions  of  piety  muft  fpring 
up  fpontaneoufly  in  -  the  bofom, 
that  is  in  umfon  with  all  animated 
nature.  Adtuated  by  this  divine 
inspiration,  man  find.;  a  fane  in 
every  grove  ;  and  glowing  with 
devout  fervpur,  he  joins  his  fen-g* 
to  the  univerfal  chorus  ;  or  mufes 
the  praife  of  the  Almighty,  in 
more  expreflive  iilence.  Thus 
they 

e‘  Whom  Nature’s  works  can  charm, 
with  God  hirufclf 

Hold  converts ;  grow  familiar,  day  by 
day, 

With  his  conceptions ;  udl  upon  his  plan  ; 
And  form  to  his,  the  relilh  of  their  fouls.’* 
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SUMMARY  VIEW  of  OMAI’s  CONDUCT  and  CHARACTER. 
[From  Captain  Cook’s  Voyage  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 2 


16  the  fecond  of  November, 

\JP  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  I 
took  the  advantage  of  a  breeze, 
which  then  lprang  up  at  Eafl,  and 
tailed  out  of  the  harbour.  Mod; 
of  our  friends  remained  on  board 
till  the  fhips  were  under  fail,  when, 
to  gratify  their  curiolity,  I  ordered 
five  guns  to  be  fired.  They  then 
all  took  their  leave,  except  Omai, 
who  remained  till  we  vcere  at  fea. 
We  had  come  to  fail  by  a  hawfer 
fattened  to  the  fliore.  In  catting 
the  flip,  it  parted,  being  cut  by 
the  rocks,  and  the  outer  end  was 
left  behind  ;  as  thofe  who  caft  it 
off,  did  not  perceive  that  it  was 
broken  ;  fo  that  it  became  neceffary 
to  fend  a  boat  to  bring  it  on  board. 
In  this  boat  Omai  went  atliore,  af¬ 
ter  taking  a  very  affectionate  fare¬ 
well  of  all  the  officers.  He  futtain- 
ed  himfelf  with  a  manly  refolution, 
till  he  came  to  me.  Then  his  ut- 
moft  efforts  to  conceal  his  tears 
failed  ;  and  Mr.  King,  who  went 
in  the  boat,  told  me,  that  he  wept 
all  the  time  in  going  afhore. 

“  it  was  no  fmall  fatisfaftion  to 
ref  eft,  that  we  had  brought  him 
fafe  back  to  the  very  fpot  from 
which  he  was  taken.  And  yet, 
fuch  is  the  flrange  nature  of  human 
affairs,  that  it  is  probable  we  left 
him  in  a  lefs  definable  limation 
than  he  was  in  before  his  connexion 
with  us.  I  do  not,  by  this,  mean, 
that,  becaufe  he  has  tatted  the 
fweets  of  civilized  life,  he  mutt: 
become  more  miferable  from  being 
obliged  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of 
continuing  them.  !  confine  myfelf 
to  this  finpde  d  lagreeable  circitm- 
fiance,  that  the  advantages  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  us  have  placed  him  in 
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a  more  hazardous  fitnation,  with 
refpeft  to  his  perfonal  fafety.  Omai, 
from  being  much  careffed  in  Eng¬ 
land,  lott:  fight  of  his  original 
condition  ;  and  never  coniidered  in 
what  manner  his  acquifitions,  ei¬ 
ther  of  knowledge  or  of  riches, 
would  be  ettimated  by  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  at  his  return  ;  which  were 
the  only  things  he  could  have  to 
recommend  him  to  them  now  more 
than  before,  and  on  which  he  could 
build  either  his  future  greatnefs  or 
happinefs.  He  feemed  even  to  have 
miftaken  their  genius  in  this  re¬ 
fpeft  ;  and,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
have  forgotten  their  cuttoms  * 
otherwife  he  mutt:  have  known  the 
extreme  difficulty  there  would  be 
in  getting  himfelf  admitted  as  a 
perfon  of  rank,  where  there  is, 
perhaps,  no  inftance  of  a  man’s 
being-  railed  from  an  inferior  fta- 
tion  by  the  greatett:  merit.  Rank 
feems  to  be  the  very  foundation  of 
all  dittinftion  here,  and  of  its  at¬ 
tendant,  power  ;  and  fo  pertina- 
cioufly,  or  rather  blindly  adhered 
to,  that,  unlefs  a  perfon  has  fome 
degree  of  it,  he  will  certainly  he 
defpifed  and  hated,  if  he  affiimes 
the  appearance  of  exercifing  any 
authority.  This  was  really  the 
cafe,  in  fome  meafure,  with  Omai, 
though  his  countrymen  were  pretty- 
cautious  of  expreihng  their  fenti- 
ments  while  we  remained  amongft 
them.  Elad  he  made  a  proper  ufe 
of  the  prefents  he  brought  with 
him  from  England,  this,  with  the 
knowledge  he  had  acquired  by  tra¬ 
velling  fo  far,  might  have  enabled 
him  to  form  the  moft  ufeful  con¬ 
nections.  But  wre  have  given  toe 
many  inftances,  in  the  couide  of 
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our  narrative,  of  his  childifh  in¬ 
attention  to  this  obvious  means  of 
advancing-  his  interefl.  His  lchemes 
feemed  to  be  of  a  higher,  though 
ridiculous  nature;  indeed,  1  might 
fay,  meaner ;  for  revenge,  rather 
than  a  delire  of  becoming  great, 
appeared  to  actuate  him  from  the 
beginning.  This,  however,  may 
be  excufed,  if  we  conlider  that  it 
is  common  to  his  countrymen.  His 
father  was,  doubtlefs,  a  man  of 
conliderahle  property  in  Ulietea, 
when  that  iiland  was  conquered  by 
thole  of  Bolabola  ;  and,  with  many 
others,  fought  refuge  in  Huabeine, 
where  he  died,  and  left  Omai,  with 
fome  other  children,  who,  by  that 
means,  became  totally  dependent. 
In  this  littiation  he  was  taken  up 
by  Captain  Furneaux,  and  carried 
to  England.  Whether  he  really 
expected,  from  his  treatment  there, 
that  any  abidance  would  be  given 
him  again  ft  the  enemies  of  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  his  country  ;  or  whether 
he  imagined  that  his  own  perfonal 
courage,  and  fuperiority  of  know¬ 
ledge,  would  be  fuihcient  to  dif- 
poffefs  the  conquerors  of  Ulietea, 
is  uncertain  ;  but  from  the  berin- 
rung  of  the  voyage,  this  was  his 
conflant  theme.  He  would  not 
lifted  to  our  remonitrances  on  fo 
wild  a  determination  ;  but  flew  into 
a  paffion,  if  more  moderate  and 
realbnable  counlels  were  propofed 
for  his  advantage.  Nay,  fo  infa¬ 
tuated  and  attached  to  his  favourite 
fcheme  was  he,  that  he  affeCted  to 
believe  thele  people  would  cer¬ 
tainly  quit  the  conquered  ifland,  as 
foon  as  they  fliould  hear  of  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  Otahe  te.  As  we  advanc¬ 
ed,  however,  on  our  voyage,  lie 
became  more  fenflble  of  his  error; 
and,  by  the  time  we  reached  the 
Friendly  Iflands,  had  even  fuch 
apprehenfions  of  his  reception  at 
tjome,  that,  as  I  have  mentioned 


in  my  journal,  he  would  fain  have 
(laid  behind  at  Tongataboo,  ulide'r 
Feenou’s  protection.  At  there  illands 
he  lquaridered  avvay  much  of  his 
European  treafure  very  unnecefla> 
rily  ;  and  he  was  equally  imprm* 
ddnt,  as  I  alio  took  notice  of  above, 
at  Tiaraboo,  where  he  could  have 
no  view  of  making  friends,  as  he 
had  not  any  intention  of  remain¬ 
ing  there.  At  Matavai  he  conti¬ 
nued  the  fame  inconliderate  beha¬ 
viour,  till  I  abfolutely  put  a  flop 
to  his  profufion  ;  and  he  formed 
Inch  improper  connections  there, 
thatOtoo,  who  was,  at'firft,  much 
difpofed  to  countenance  him,  af¬ 
terward  openly  expreflbd  his  dif- 
like  of  him,  on  account  of  his 
conduct.  It  was  not,  however, 
too  late  to  recover  his  favour  ;  and 
he  might  have  fettled,  to  great  ad¬ 
vantage,  in  Otaheite,  as  he  had 
formerly  lived  feveral  years  there, 
and  was  now  a  good  deal  noticed 
by  Towha,  whole  valuables,  pre- 
fent,  of  a  very  large  double  canoe, 
we  have  feen  above.  The  objec¬ 
tion  to  admitting  him  to  fome  rank 
would  have  aifo  been  much  leffen- 
ed,  it  he  had  fixed  at  Otaheite  ;  as 
a  native  will  always  find  it  more 
difficult  to  accompli (h  fuch  a  change 
or  flats  amonglt  his  countrymen, 
than  a  -flrartger,  who  naturally 
claims  refpeCf.  But  Omai  remain¬ 
ed  undetermined  to  the  lafl,  and 
would  not,  I  believe,  have  adopted 
my  plan  of  fettlement  in  Huaheine, 
if  I  had  not  fo  explicitly  refilled  to 
employ  force  in  reftoring  him  to  his 
father’s  pofleflions.  Whether  the 
remains  of  his  European  wealth, 
which,  after  all  his  improvident 
wafle,  was  fill  conliderahle,  will 
be  more  prudently  adminiflered  by 
him,  or  whether  the  flops  I  took, 
as  already  explained,  to  infure  him 
protection  in  Huaheine,  (hall  have 
proved  effectual,  mufl  be  left  to  the 
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decifion  of  future  navigators  of 
this  ocean,  with  whom  it  cannot 
but  be  a  principal  objedl  of  curio- 
fity  to  trace  the  future  fortunes  of 
our  traveller.  At  prefent,  I  can 
only  conjecture,  that  his  greateft 
danger  will  arife  from  the  very  im¬ 
politic  declarations  of  his  antipathy 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Bolabola.  For 
thefe  people,  from  a  principle  of 
jealoufy,  will,  no  doubt,  endea¬ 
vour  to  render  him  obnoxious  to 
thofe  of  Huaheine  ;  as  they  are  at 
peace  with  that  ifland  at  prefent, 
and  may  eafily  effect  their  deiigns, 
many  of  them  living  there.  This 
is  a  circumfance,  which,  of  -all 
others,  he  might  the  molt  eahly 
have  avoided.  For  they  were  not 
only  free  from  any  averfion  to  him, 
but  the  perfon  mentioned  before, 
whom  we  found  at  Tiaraboo  as  an 
ambaflador,  prieft,  or  God,  abfo- 
lutely  offered  to  reinflate  him  in 
the  property  that  was  formerly  his 
father’s.  Rut  he  refufed  this  pe¬ 
remptorily  ;  and,  to  the  very  laft, 
continued  determined  to  take  the 
firft  opportunity  that  offered  of  fa- 
tisfying  his  revenge  in  battle.  To 
this  I  guefs  he  is  not  a  little  fpurred 
by  the  coat  of  mail  he  brought 
from  England,  clothed  in  which, 
and  in  poffeliion  of  fome  fire-arms, 
be  fancies  that  he  fhall  be  invin¬ 
cible. 

“  Whatever  faults  belonged  to 
Omai’s  charadler,  they  were  more 
than  overbalanced  by  his  great 
good-nature  and  docile  difpolition. 
During  the  whole  time  he  was  with 
me,  I  very  feldom  had  reafon  t6 
be  ferioufly  difpleafed  with  his  ge¬ 
neral  conduCl.  His  grateful  heart 
always  retained  the  higheft  fenfe  of 
the  favours  he  had  received  in 
England  ;  nor  will  he  ever  forget 
thole  who  honoured  him  with  their 


protection  and  friendfliip,  during 
his  (lay  there.  Fie  had  a  tolerable 
fliare  of  underftanding,  but  wanted 
application  and  perfeverance  to 
exert  it ;  fo  that  his  knowlege  of 
things  was  very  general,  and,  in 
many  inftances,  imperfedt.  Fie  was 
not  a  man  of  much  obfervation. 
There  were  many  ufeful  arts,  as 
well  as  elegant  amufements,amongft 
the  people  of  the  Friendly  Iflands, 
which  he  might  have  conveyed  to 
his  own,  where  they  probably 
would  have  been  readily  adopted, 
as  being  fo  much  in  their  own 
way.  But  I  never  found  that  he 
ufed  the  lead  endeavour  to  make 
himfelf  mailer  of  any  one.  This 
kind  of  indifference  is,  indeed,  the 
charaCieriitic  foible  of  his  nation. 
Europeans  have  viiited  them,  at 
times,  for  thefe  ten  years  pail  j  yet 
we  could  not  difcover  the  flightef! 
trace  of  any  attempt  to  profit  by 
this  intercourfe  ;  nor  have  they 
hitherto  copied  after  us  in  any  one 
thing.  We  are  not,  therefore,  to 
expeCf  that  Omai  will  be  able  to  in¬ 
troduce  many  of  our  arts  and  cuf- 
toms  amongft  them,  or  much  im¬ 
prove  thole  to  which  they  have 
been  long  habituated.  I  am  con¬ 
fident,  however,  that  he  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  bring  to  perfection  the 
various  fruits  and  vegetables  we 
planted,  which  will  be  no  fmall 
acquilition.  But  tbe  greateft  be¬ 
nefit  thefe  ifiands  are  likely  to  re- 
ceive  from  Omai’s  travels,  will  be 
in  the  animals  that  have  been  left 
upon  them,  which  probably  they 
never  would  have  got,  had  he  not 
come  to  England.  When  thefe 
multiply,  of  which  I  think  there 
is  little  doubt,  Otaheite,  and  the 
Society  Ifiands,  will  equal,  if  not 
exceed,  any  place  in  the  known 
world,  for  provifions.” 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR,  I784® 

By  William  Whitehead,  Efq.  Poet-Laure&t. 

1T\  Elufive  is  the  poet's  dream, 

JL-/''  Or  does  prophetic  truth  infpire 
I  he  zeal  which  prompts  the  glowing  theme, 

And  animates  th’  according-  lyre  ? 

Truft  the  Mufe  ;•  her  eye  commands 
Diftant  times,  and  diftant  lands ; 

Thro  burdmg  clouds  in  opening  ikies 
Sees  from  difcord  union  rife, 

And  friendfhip  bind  unwilling  foes 
In  firmer  ties  than  duty  knows' 

Torn  rudely  from  its  parent  tree, 

Yon  (cion  riling  fin  the  Weft 
Will  foon  its  genuine  glory  fee, 

And  court  again  the  foftering  bread:, 

Whofe  nurture  gave  its  powers  to  fpread, 

And  feel  their  force  and  lift  an  alien  head© 

The  parent  tree,  when  fiorms  impend, 

Shall  own  affeTion’s  warmth  again, 

Again  its  fod’ring  aid  ftiall  lend, 

Nor  hear  the  fuppliant /plead  in  vain  ; 

Shall  firetch  prote&ing  branches  round. 

Extend  the  flielter,  and  iorg'et  the  wound® 

I  wo  Britain s  thro’  th’  admiring  world 
Shall  wing  their  way  with  fails  unfurl’d^ 

Each  from  the  other  kindred  date 
Avert,  by  turns,  the  bolts  of  fate  ; 

And  acts  of  mutual  amity  endear 
7  he  Tyre  and  Carthage  of  a  wider  fphere* 

When  Rome’s  divided  eagles  flew, 

And  different  thrones  her  empire  knews 
7  he  varying  language  foon  disjoin’d 
The  boafled  maflers  of  mankind. 

But  here  no  ills  like  thofe  we  fear, 

Wo  varying  language  threatens  here  $ 
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Congenial  worth,  congenial  flame, 

Their  manners  and  their  arts  the  dime, 

To  £he  fame  tongue  fliall  glowing  themes  afford, 

And  Britifh  heroes  aft,  and  Britifh  bards  record. 

Fly  fwift  ye  years,  ye  minutes  ha  lie, 

And  in  the  future  lofe  the  pail ; 

O’er  many  a  thought-aftecting  tale, 

Oblivion,  call  thy  friendly  veil ; 

Let  not  Memory  breathe  a  figh, 

Or  backward  turn  th’  indignant  eye  ; 

Nor  the  infidious  arts  of  foes 
Enlarge  the  breach,  that  longs  to  clofe  ; 

But  a£ts  of  amity  alone  infpire 

Firm  faith  and  cordial  love,  and  wake  the  willing  lyre. 
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IN  vain  may  Greatnefs  mount  her  regal  throne, 
jL  And  fhine  awhile  in  fplendour  not  her  own  ; 
Succeeding  time  the  char  after  pourtrays, 

The  cenfure  fixes,  or  confirms  the  praife  ; 

Jufi,  tho’  fevere,  it  pulls  her  trophies  down, 

And  tears  the  laurel  even  from  the  crown. 

Let  Caledonia  boafl  Maria’s  reign, 

And  of  her  wrongs  to  lateft  times  complain  : 

Beauty  and  grace  may  living  ftrike  the  eye, 

But  virtue  only  pleafes  \vhen  we  die. 

What  tho’  Eliza’s  name  be  Hill  rever’d 
(At  home  moft  lov’d,  by  foreign  foes  moll  fear’d), 
/Yet  cruel  policy  her  glory  crofl, 

And  all  the  monarch  gain’d,  the  woman  loft. 

Let  Galjia’s  queen,  in  thefe  ill-judging  days, 
Delight  in  politics’  deftruftive  maze  ; 
n  is  thine  to  cultivate  the  arts  of  peace, 

To  bid  ditlradling  feuds  and  difcord  ceafe  : 

Up  rear’d  by  thee  fee  infant  Genius  rile, 

And  tow’r  fecurely  to  its  native  Ikies  ; 

Thy  regal  bounties  thus  alike  infpire 
The  painter’s  pencil  and  the  poet’s  fire. 

When  lovely  Harrop  fwell’d  her  vocal  throat. 

The  foul  of  Mufic  fpoke  in  every  note. 

Mis  mufic  ever  rules  the  feeling  breaft, 

And  warms  the  heart  to  fuccour  the  diftreft  ; 

PoUefs’d  and  patroniz’d  fo  well  by  thee, 

?Tis  rapture,  charity,  benignity, 
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In  early  youth  thy  early  virtues  fhone, 

Adorn’d  thv  birth,  and  mark’d  thee  for  a  throne. 

When  Pruffia’s  monarch  wav’d  his  reeking  brand, 

And  trod  in  heps  of  blood  thy  native  land, 

With  folded  arms  the  peafant  view’d  afar 
The  dreadful  ravage  of  wide-wafting  war  ; 

Sunk  his  gay  hopes,  and  mock’d  his  ftubborn  toil, 

His  ftreamingf  eye  bedew’d  the  bladelels  foil  : 

Thy  patriot  heart  then  felt  a  nation’s  woe, 

And  'bade  ftrong  fenfe  in  nervous  language  flow. 

Fed  by  thy  hand,  protected  by  thy  care, 

For  thee  they  grateful  pour  the  ceafelefs  prayer  ; 

Heaven  nods  giTent  with  a  propitious  fmile, 

And  points  to  Britain’s  king  and  Britain’s  iile. 

ODE  for  His  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH-DAY,  June  4,  1784, 

Written  by  William  "Whitehead,  Eft}, 

TAIL  to  the  day  whofe  beams,  again 
Returning,  claim  the  choral  ft  rain, 

And  bid  us  breathe  our  annual  vows 
To  the  firft  pow’r  that  Britain  knows  ; 

The  power  which,  though  itfelf  reftrain’d. 

And  fubject  to  that  juft  controul 

Which  many  an  arduous  conflidl  gain’d, 

Connects,  unites,  and  animates  the  whole. 

Yon  radiant  fun,  whofe  central  force 
Winds  back  each  Planet’s  vagrant  courfe, 

And  through  the  fyftems  holds  imperial  fway. 

Bound  by  the  fame  inherent  laws, 

Even  whilft  it  leems  the  aclive  caufe, 

Promotes  the  gen’ral  good  as  much  confin'd  as  they. 

That  wond’rous  plan,  through  ages  fought 
Which  elder  Egypt  never  taught, 

Nor  Greece  with  all  her  letter’d  lore, 

Nor  ftruggling  Rome  could  e’er  explore, 

Though  many  a  form  of  rule  file  try’d  ; 

That  wond’rous#  plan  has  Britain  found, 

Which  curbs  licentioufnefs  and  pride. 

Yet  leaves  true  liberty  without  a  wound. 

The  fierce  Plantagenets  beheld 
It’s  growing  ftrength,  and  deign’d  to  yield  ; 

Th’  imperious  Tudors  frown’d  and  felt  aggriev’d; 

Th’  unhappy  race  whofe  faults  we  mourn, 

Delay’d  awhile  its  wifti’d  return,  ,d 

Till  Brunfwick  perfected  what  Naftau  had  atchiev’d* 
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From  that  bright  aera  of  renown 
Aflrea  walks  the  world  again  ; 

Her  Fabled  form  the  nations  own, 

With  all  th’  attendant  blellings  in  her  train.. 

Hark  !  with  what  gen’ral  loud  acclaim 
They  venerate  the  Britifh  name, 

When  forms  of  rule  are  in  the  balance  weigh’d  3 
And  pour  their  torrents  of  applaufe 
On  the  fair  Ihe,  whole  equal  laws 
Controul  the  fceptre,  and  protect  the  fpade. 

The  triple  chain,  which  binds  them  faff, 

Like  Homer’s  golden  one,  defcends  from  Jove  $ 
Long  may  the  facred  union  la(t 
Amd  the  mix’d  pow’rs  in  mutual  concert  move, 
Each  temp’ring  each,  and  lift’ning  to  the  call 
Of  genuine  public  good,  blefi  fource  and  end  of  alU 


VERSES  to  her  GRACE  the  DUTCHESS  of  DEVONSHIRE, 

By  Mr.  Haycey, 

[From  the  Dedication  to  his  Plays.] 

THE  great  and  fair,  in  every  age  and  clime, 

Receive  free  homage  from  the  fons  of  rhyme  s 
Bend,  ye  ambitious  bards,  at  Grandeur’s  fhrine  ! 

Be  Power  your  Patron  !  Wit  and  Beauty  mine  !— » 

To  thee,  whom  elegance  has  taught  to  pieafe 
By  ferious  dignity,  or  fportive  eafe  3 
Whom  Virtue  hails,  at  Fleafure’s  feflive  rites, 

Chaile  arbiter  of  art’s  refin’d  delights  : 

To  thee,  fair  Devon  !  I  breathe  this  votive  flrain  3 ]j 
Nor  dread  th’  averted  ear  of  proud  difdain  : 

For  O,  if  mufic  has  not  blelf  my  lyre, 

'  A  lovelier  fpirit  of  th’ aetherial  choir, 

joy-breathing  Gratitude,  that  hallow’d  guefi. 

Who  fires  with  heavenly  zeal  the  human  breafl, 

Bids  my  weak  voice  her  fwelling  note  prolong, 

And  confecrate  to  thee  her  tributary  long. 

When  firft  my  anxious  Mufe’s  fav’rite  child, 

Her  young  Serena,  artlefs,  fimple,  wild, 

Prefum’d  from  privacy’s  fafe  fcenes  to  fly, 

And  met  in  giddy  hafte  the  public  eye  • 

Thy  generous  praife  her  trembling  youth  fuflain’d. 

The  fmile  fhe  dar’d  not  afk,  from  thee  fhe  gain’d ; 

And  found  a  guardian  in  the  gracious  Devon, 

Find  as  |pe  regent  of  her  fancied  heaven. — 

The  flatten’d  Mufe,  whofe  offspring  thou  hail;  blefi, 

Jn  the  fond  pride  that  rules  a  parent’s  bre^ff, 
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Prefents  thus  boldly  to  thy  kind  embrace 
This  little  group  ot  her  fucceeding  race. 

Bleu  !  if  by  pathos  true  to  Nature’s  law, 

From  thy  foft  bofom  they  may  haply  draw 
Thole  tender  fighs,  that  eloquently  fliew 
The  virtues  of  the  heart  from  whence  they  flow  ! 
Bleft  !  if  by  foibles  humoroui  y  hit 
In  the  light  fcenes  that  aim  at  comic  wit, 

They  turn  thy  penhve  charms  to  mirthful  grace. 
And  wake  the  fprightly  fweetnefs  of  thy  face ! 

While  thus  the  proud  enthuiiaft  would  afpire 
To  change  thy  beauties  witn  her  changing  lyre  ; 
Much  as  Hie  wants  the  talent  and  the  right. 

To  fliew  thy  various  charms  in  varied  light, 

O  might  the  Mule,  intruding  on  thy  bower. 

From  her  fair  patron  catch  the  magic  power 
Frequent  to  meet  the  public  eye,  and  dill 
That  fickle  eye  with  fond  amazement  fill  ! 

Let  her,  if  this  vain  vvifh  is  loii  in  air, 

Breathe  from  her  grateful  heart  a  happier  prayer ! 
Howe’er  her  different  fables  may  give  birth 
To  fancied  woe,  and  vifionary  mirth  ; 

May  all  thy  griefs  belong  to  fidfion’s  reign. 

And  wound  thee  only  with  a  pleading  pain  ! 

May  thy  light  fpirit,  on  the  fea  of  life, 

Elude  the  rocks  of  care,  the  gulls  of  ftrife, 

And  fafely,  as  the  neveivfinking  buoy, 

Float  qn  th?  unebbing  flood  of  real  joy  ! 
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To  a  young  LADY,  with  feme  FLOWERS.  By  Mr,  Richardson, 


[From  that  Gentleman’s  Anecdotes  of  the  Ruffian  Empire.] 


T  O  thee,  fweet  fmiling  maid,  I  bring 
The  beauteous  progeny  of  fpring  : 
In  every  breathing  bloom  I  find 
Some  pleafing  emblem  of  thy  mind, 

The  blu ihes  of  that  opening  rofe 
Thy  tender  modefly  dilclofe. 

Thefe  fnow-white  lilies  of  the  vale 
Diffufing  fragrance  to  the  gale, 

No  ofientatious  tints  affume, 

Vain  of  their  exquilite  perfume  ; 

Carelefs,  and  fweet,  and  mild,  we  fee 
In  them  a  lovely  type  of  thee. 

In  yonder  g'ay-enamel’d  field, 

Serene  that  azure  blofiom  fmil’d  : 

Not  changing  with  the  changeful  fkyt 
|ts  faithful  tints  incouflant  fly  j 
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For,  unimpair’d  by  winds  and  rain, 

I  law  th’  unalter’d  hue  remain. 

So  were  thy  mild  affedlions  prov’d, 

Thy  heart  by  Fortune’s  frown  unmov’d, 
Pleas’d  to  adminifler  relief, 

In  times  of  woe  would  folaee  grief. 

Thefe  flowers  with  genuine  beauty  glow  ; 

The  tints  from  Nature’s  pencil  flow  : 

What  artift  could  improve  their  bloom? 

Or  fweeter  make  their  fweet  perfume  ? 

Fruitlefs  the  vain  attempt.  Like  thele 
Thy  native  truth,  thine  artlefs  eafe, 

Fair,  unaffecfed  maid,  can  never  fail  to  pleafe. 


VERSES  to  a  LADY,  who  had  gone  from  St.  Peterfourg  to  London* 
requefting  her  RETURN.  By  the  fame  Gentleman. 

»  '  i  * 

[From  the  fame  Work,] 

IElbla,  return — I  cannot  fay 

_j  To  flowery  fields,  and  feafons  gay  : 

The  Mufe,  defponding,  cannot  fing 
Of  the  fweet  garniture  of  fpring  ; 

Of  funny  hills,  and  verdant  vales, 

And  groves,  and  ftreams,  and  gentle  gales  : 

Thefe,  in  more  hofpitable  climes, 

May  run  mellifluent  in  my  rhymes  : 

For  winter,  hoary  and  fevere, 

Rules  an  imperious  defpot  here. 

In  chains  the  headlong  flood  he  binds, 

He  rides  impetuous  on  the  winds  ; 

,  Before  him  awful  forefls  bend, 

And  tempefls  in  his  train  contend.^ 

But  what  tho’  wintry  winds  prevail. 

And  Boreas  fends  his  rattling  hail, 

Siberian  fnows,  and  many  a  bia.il, 

Howling  along  the  dreary  wade, 

From  Samoida  to  the  fliores, 

Where  black  with  florins  the  Euxine  roars  ; 

Thy  blamelefs  wit,  thy  poliih’d  fenfe, 

Can  eafe  and  gaiety  difpenfe. 

Come,  then,  enchanting  maid,  and  bring 
1  he  kindly  influence  of  fpring  ; 

Come,  with  thy  animating  air,  . 

And  Nature’s  weary  wake  repair, 
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hn  ODE  to  SPRING.  By  Swift’s  Mils  Vanhomrigh, 

[From  Mr.  Sheridan’s  Life  of  Dr.  Swift.] 

HAIL,  blufhing  goddefs,  beauteous  Spring, 

Who,  in  thy  jocund  train  doll  bring 
Loves  and  graces,  imiling  hours. 

Balmy  breezes,  fragrant  flowers, 

Come,  with  tints  of  rofeate  hue. 

Nature’s  faded  charms  renew. 

Yet  why  fliould  I  thy  prefence  hail  ? 

To  me  no  more  the  breathing  gale 
Comes  fraught  with  fweets,  no  more  the  rofg 
With  fuch  tranfcendent  beauty  blows, 

As  when  Cadenus  blefl  the  fcene, 

And  fhar’d  with  me  thofe  joys  ferene. 

When,  unperceived,  the  lambent  fire 
Of  friendlhip  kindled  new  deflre  ; 

Still  liftening  to  his  tuneful  tongue, 

The  truths  which  angels  might  have  lung* 

Divine  imp  reft  their  gentle  fway. 

And  fweetly  flole  my  foul  away. 

My  guide,  inftrudtor,  lover,  friend, 

(Dear  names  !  )  in  one  idea  blend  ; 

Oh  I  flili  conjoin’d,  your  incenfe  rife, 

And  waft  fw'eet  odours  to  the  Ikies, 

An  ODE  to  WISDO  M,  By  '  the  fame  Lady. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 

OH  Pallas  !  1  invoke  thy  aid  ! 

Vouchfafe  to  hear  g  wretched  maid, 

By  tender  love  depreft  ; 

?Tis  juft  that  thou  fhould’ft  heal  the  fmart, 

Inflibted  by  thy  lubtle  art, 

And  calm  my  troubled  breaft. 

No  random  flrot  from  Cupid’s  bow. 

But  by  thy  guidance,  foft  and  flow, 

It  funk  within  my  heart ; 

Thus,  Love  being  arm’d  with  Wifdom’s  force 
]n  vain  l  try  to  flop  its  courfe, 
in  vain  repel  the  dart. 

O  goddefs,  break  the  fatal  league, 

Let  Love,  with  Folly  and  Intrigue, 

More  fit  aflociates  And  !  , 

And  thou  alone,  within  my  breaft, 

Q !  deign  to  foothe  my  griefs  to  reft, 

And  heal  my  tortur’d  mind, 
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S  O  N  N  E  T.  To  a  Nightingale. 

[From  Charlotte  Smith’s  Elegiac  Sonnets,  and  other  Effavs.l 

* 

POOR  melancholy  bird,  that  all  night  long 

T  ell’ll  to  the  moon  thy  tale  of  tender  woe  ; 

From  what  fad  caufe  can  fuch  fweet -fefrow  flow, 

And  whence  this  mournful  melody  of  fong  ? 

Thy  poet's  muling  fancy  would  tranflate 

What  mean  the  founds  that  fwell  thy  little  bread* 

When  hill  at  dewy  eve  thou  leav’d  thy  ned. 

Thus  to  the  lidening  night  to  ling  thy  fate. 

Pale  Sorrow’s  victims  wert  thou  once  among, 

Tho’  now  releas’d  in  woodlands  wild  to  rove. 

Or  had  thou  felt  from  friends  feme  cruel  wrong. 

Or  diedd  thou  martyr  of  difadrous  love  ? 

Ah  !  fonfigrefs  fad  !  that  fuch  my  lot  might  be, 

To  flgh  and  ling  at  liberty — like  thee  ! 

SONNET.  To  the  South  Downs, 

[From  the  fame  Work,] 

AH,  hills  belov’d !  where  once,  an  happy  child. 

Your  beechen  fhades,  u  your  turf,  your  flowers  among,” 

I  wove  your  blue-bells  into  garlands  wild, 

And  woke  your  echoes  with  mv  artlefs  fong. 

Ah,  hills  belov’d  !  your  turf,  your  flowers  remain  ; 

But  can  they  peace  to  this  fad  bread  redore. 

For  one  poor  moment  foothe  the  fenfe  of  pain, 

'  And  teach  a  breaking  heart  to  throb  no  more  ? 

And  you,  Aruna  !  in  the  vale  below, 

As  to  the  fea  your  limpid  waves  you  bear, 

Can  you  one  kind  Lethean  cup  hedow. 

To  drink  a  long  oblivion  to  my  care  > 

Ah,  no  ! — when  all,  e’en  hope’s  lad  ray  is  gone, 

There’s  no  oblivion — but  in  death  alope  ! 

i^OUISA’s  fbft  INTERVIEW  with  EUGENIO, 

[From  Mifs  Seward’s  Lpuifa,  a  Poetical  Novel.] 

y  |  %  W A  S  noon,  and  ripen’d  fummer’s  fervid  ray 
J.  From  cloudlefs  ether  died  oppreffive  day. 

As  on  this  fhady  bank  I  fat  reclin’d, 

My  voice,  that  floated  on  the  waving  wind, 

Taught  the  foft  echos  of  the  neighb’ring  plains 
JJijtoips  fweet  lays,  in  Hagdel’s  n^atchlefs  {[rains, 
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Prefacing-  notes  ray  lips  unconfcious  try, 

And  murmur,— u  Hide  me  from  Day’s  garifh  eyed" 

Ah  !  bleil,  had  Death  a  fhade  eternal  thrown, 

And  hid  me  from  the  woes  1  lince  have  known  i 
Beneath  my  trembling  fingers  lightly  rung 
The  lute’s  tweet  chords,  rei'ponfive  while  I  fling. 

Faint  in  the  yellow  broom  the  oxen  lay, 

And  the  mute  birds  fat  languid  on  the  ip  ray  ; 

And  nought  was  heard,  around  the  noon-tide  bowV, 

Save  that  the  mountain  bee,  from  flow’r  to  flow ’r, 

Seem’d  to  prolong,  with  her  affiduous  wing, 

The  foft  vibration  of  the  tuneful  bring  ; 

While  the  fierce  fkies  flam’d  on  the  fhrinking  rills, 

And  fultry  Silence  brooded  o’er  the  hills. 

As  on  my  lip  the  ling’ring  cadence  play’d, 

My  brother  gaily  bounded  down  the  glade. 

And,  while  my  looks  the  fire  of  gladnefs  dart. 

With  ardor  prefs’d  me  to  his  throbbing  heart ; 

Then  to  a  graceful  il ranger  turn’d,  whofe  feet. 

With  heps  lets  iwift,  my  coyer  welcome  meet. 

O’er  his  fine  form,  and  o’er  his  glowing  face. 

Youth’s  ripen’d  bloom  had  died  its  licheft  grace  ; 

Tall  as  the  pine,  amidft  inferior  trees, 

With  all  the  bending  ozier’s  pliant’s  eafe. 

O’er  his  fair  brow,  the  fairer  for  their  fhade. 

Locks  or  the  warmed  brown  luxuriant  play’d. 

Blufhing  he  bows  ! — and  gentle  awe  fupplies 
Each  flattering  meaning  to  his  downcad  eyes  ; 

Sweet,  ferious,  tender,-  thofe  blue  eyes  impart 
A  thoufand  dear  fenfations  to  the  heart ; 

Mild  as  the  evening  ilar,  whofe  filming  ray 
Soft  in  th’  unruffled  water  leems  to  play  ; 

And  when  he  fpeaks — not  mufic’s  thrilling  powT, 

No,  not  the  vocal  miflrefs  of  the  bow’r. 

When  flow  fhe  warbles  from  the  bloffom’d  fpray, 

In  liquid  blandifhment,  her  evening  lay, 

Such  foft,  iniinuating  fweetnefs  knows, 

As  from  that  voice  in  melting  accent  flows ! 

Yet  why,  fond  Mem’ry  I  why,  in  tints  fo  warm, 

Paint’d  thou  each  beauty  of  that  faultlefs  form  ? 

His  fpecious  virtues  furely  might  impart 
Excufe  more  jud  for  this  devoted  heart. 

Oh  !  how  each  noble  paffion’s  feeming  trace 
Threw  tranfient  glories  o’er  his  youthful  face ! 

Flow  role,  with  ludden  impulfe,  Iwift,  and  ilrpng, 

For  ev’ry  fecret  fraud,  and  open  wrong, 

Th’oppreffor  aids,  the  helplefs  feel,  or  fea-r, 

Difdain’s  quick  throb,  and  Pity’s  melting  tear. 

So  well  its  part  each  ductile  feature  play’d, 

Of  worth  fuch  firm,  though  blent  promife  made^ 
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That  to  have  doubted  its  well-painted  truth 
Had  been  to  want  the  primal  grace  of  youth* 

Credulity,  that  fcorns,  with  gen’rous  heat* 

Alike  to  pra&ife,  or  fufpedt  deceit. 

f  '  , 

EXTRACT  from  Sir  WILLIAM  JONES’s  TRANSLATION  of  a 
HYMN  to  CAMDEO,  the  Hindu  God  of  Love. 

GOD  of  each  lovely  light,  each  lovely  found, 

Soul-kindling,  world-inflaming,  flar-y crown'd, 

Eternal  Cama  l  Or  doth  Smara  bright, 

Or  proud  Ananga,  give  thee  more  delight  ? 

Whatever  thy  feat,  whatever  thy  name, 

Seas,  earth,  and  air,  thy  reign  proclaim  : 

Wreathy  Armies,  and  rofeate  pleafures. 

Are  thy  richeft,  fweetefl  treafures. 

All  animals  to  thee  their  tribute  bring. 

And  hail  thee  univerfal  king. 

Thy  confort  mild,  AffedHon,  ever  true, 

Graces  thy  fide,  her  veil  of  glowing  hue, 

And  in  her  train  twelve  blooming  girls  advance, 

Touch  golden  firings,  and  knit  the  mirthful  dance. 

Thy  dreaded  implements  they  bear, 

And  wave  them  in  the  fcented  air  ; 

Each  with  pearls  her  neck  adorning, 

Brighter  than  the  tears  of  morning. 

Thy  cfimfon  enlign,  which  before  them  flies, 

Decks  with  new  Ears  the  fapphire  Ikies. 

God  of  the  fiow’ry  {hafts  and  flow’ry  bow, 

Delight  of  all  above  and  all  below  ! 

Thy  lov’d  companion,  conflant  from  his  birth, 

In  heaven  clep’d  Beffenr,  and  gay  Spring  on  earth, 

Weaves  thy  green  robe  and  flaunting  bow’rs, 

And  from  thy  clouds  draws  balmy  fhow’rs  ; 

He  with  frelli  arrows  fills  thy  quiver, 

(Sweet  the  gift  and  fweet  the  giver  I ) 

And  bids  the  raany-plumed  warbling  throng 
Burfi  the  pent  bloflbms  with  their  fong. 


VERSES  to  Mrs.  MONTAG  U. 

[From  Mifs  Willi  ams’s  Dedication  of  her  Poem,  entitled  “Peru.”] 

WHILE,  bending  at  thy  honour’d  fhrine,  the  Mufe 
Pours,  Montagu,  to  thee  her  votive  firain, 

Thy  h  eart  will  not  her  fimple  notes  retule, 

Or  chill  her  timid  foul  with  cold  di Plain. 


O  might 
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O  might  a  transient  fpark  of  genius  fire 
The  fond  effulions  of  her  fearful  youth  ; 

Then  fliould  tby  virtues  live  upon  her  lyre. 

And  give  to  harmony  the  charm  of  truth. 

Vain  with  !  they  alk  not  the  imperfeCt  lay, 

The  weak  applaufe  her  trembling  accents  breathe : 

With  whofe  pure  radiance  glory  blends  her  ray, 

Whom  Fame  has  circled  with  her  faired:  wreathe. 

Thou,  who,  while  feen  with  graceful  dep  to  tread 
Grandeur’s  enchanted  round,  can’ll:  meekly  paufe 

To  rend  the  veil  Obfcurity  had  fpread, 

Where  his  lone  dgh  delerted  Genius  draws  ; 

To  lead  his  drooping  fpirit  to  thy  fane, 

Where  Attic  joy  the  focial  circle  warms  ; 

Where  Science  loves  to  pour  her  hallow’d  drain, 

Where  Wit  and  Wifdom  blend  their  fep’rate  charms. 

And  fare,  to  eherifh  intellectual  powers, 

To  bid  the  vigorous  tides  of  Genius  roll, 

O  7 

Unfold,  in  fair  expanlion,  Fancy’s  flowers. 

And  wake  the  latent  energies  of  foul  ; 

Far  other  homage  claims  than  Flatt’ry  brings 
The  little  triumphs  of  the  proud  to  grace ; 

For  deeds  like  thei'e  a  purer  incenfe  fprings, 

Warm  from  the  (welling  heart  its  fource  we  trace  ! 

Yet  not  to  folter  the  rich  gifts  of  mind 
Alone  can  all  thy  lib’ral  cares  employ  ; 

Not  to  the  few  fhofe  gifts  adorn,  confin’d, 

They  fpread  an  ampler  lphere  of  genuine  joy. 

While  Pleafure’s  lucid  dar  illumes  thy  bower, 

Thy  pity  views  the  didjint  dorm  that  bends 

Where  Want  unfhelter’d  vfaftes  the  ling’ring  hour  j— 
j\nd  meets  the  bidding  that  to  heav’n  afcends ! 

0  I 

For  this,  while  Fame  thro’  each  fucceidve  age 
On  her  exulting  lip  thy  name  fliall  breathe ; 

While  woman,  pointing  to  thy  finifli’d  page, 

Claims  from  imperious  man  the  critic  wreathe  * 

Truth  on  her  fpotlefs  record  fliall  enroll 
Each  moral  beauty  to  her  fpirit  dear  ; 

Paint  in  bright  characters  each  grace  of  foul— 

While  Admiration  pours  a  gen’rous  tear. 
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DESCENT  of  the  GENIUS  of  PERU,  and  PREDICTION  of  the 

FATE  of  that  EMPIRE. 

[From  Mifs  Williams’s  “  Peru.”] 

NOW  o’er  the  deep  chill  Night  her  mantle  flung, 

Spread  her  dark  wings,  and  on  the  waters  hung  $ 

Sooth’d  by  the  whifoer’d  murmurs  of  the  main, 

Pertivia’s  Genius  fought  he  liquid  plain  ; 

Penlive  Hie  heard  the  left  waves  languid  figh, 

As  the  lone  Ihore  they  touch,  recede — and  die„ 

Put  now  a  fullen  found  in  horror  creeps  ? 

O’  er  the  fmooth  furface  of  the  glafiy  deeps, 

A  riling  zephyr  fwell’d  her  azure  veil, 

Shrinking  aghafl,  (lie  fpy’d  a  flying  fail : 

Now  tovv’rs  the  lofty  maft,  the  pennant  waves. 

The  ruffled  (urge  th’ incumbent  velfel  laves; 

With  eager  glance  {he  views  th’  exulting  foe 
Lead  o’er  the  wat’ry  wafle  th’  advent’rous  prow  i 
Firm,  and  refifllefs  in  terrific  force, 

Swift  to  her  fhores  they  bend  their  fatal  courfe; 

Torrents  of  gufhing  tears  bedew’d  her  eyes. 

And  heav’d  her  bofom  with  prefageful  fighs  ; 

Trembling  fhe  knelt,  with  wild,  diforder’d  air, 

And  pour’d  with  frantic  energy  her  pray’r  : 

44  Oh  all  ye  pitying  fpirits  of  the  iky, 

Who  hear  in  groves  of  blifs  this  ardent  figh, 

Mount  the  blue  lightning’s  wing,  o’er  ocean  {weep, 

Tinge  with  your  robes  of  flame  the  redd’ning  deep, 

Plunge  to  the  central  caves  that  moan  below, 

As  o’er  their  heads  the  liquid  mountains  flow, 

Bid  Death,  up  fpiinging  from  the  dark  abode, 

Mount  the  high  billow,  print  the  black’ning  flood* 

Rufh  o’er  the  waves,  the  rough’ning  deep  deform. 

Howl  in  the  bla  and  fwell  the  raging  florin- — 

Reientlefs  powers  !  for  not  a  quiv’ring  breeze 
Lifts  w'th  its  figh  the  furface  of  the  feas. — 

Swift  from  your  rocky  fteep:-,  ye-  condors,  firay'. 

Wave  your  black  plumes,  and  cleave  th’  aerial  way, 

Proud  in  terrific  force  your  wings  expand, 

Prefs  the  light  earth,  and  darken  all  the  Arand, 

Bid  every  bofom  pant  with  wild  affright. 

And  ftiun  the  region  veil’d  in  partial  night— 

Vain  hope  ! — I  fee  my  lov’d,  my  favour’d  dime 
Confum’d,  and  fading  in  its  beauteous  prime  ; 

Yes,  dear,  devoted  land,  1  read  thy  doom, 

My  fad  prophetic  foul  can  pierce  the  g;loom. 

Yet  not  in  vain  my  groaning  realm  Avail  bleed, 

Europe’s  dire  fons  fliall  mourn  the  ruthl&fs  deed  : 

Ah, 
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Ah,  clime  abhorred  !  be  gold  the  glitt’ring  bane, 

That  ilrews  with  black’ning  ills  thy  hobble  plain! 

May  luxury  her  baneful  odours  filed, 

And  the  loft  lures  of  guileful  pleafure  fpread  ; 

Four  gilded  poifons  in  the  nedtar’d  bowl, 

Wither  each  nerve,  and  taint  the  fick’ning  foul . - 
Ah,  not  in  vain  fire  dropp’d  th’  impaffion’d  tear, 
Breath’d  the  warm  figh,  and  call’d  the  powers  to  hear! 
When,  borne  from  loft  Peruvians  weeping  land, 

The  guilty  treafures  beam’d  on  Europe’s  brand, 

As  prefs'd  her  burden’d  plains  the  fordid  ore, 

Each  gentle  virtue  fled  the  tainted  fhore  ; 

Sighing  each  mental  charm  forfook  the  place, 

Each  fweet  a  flection,  and  each  moral  grace  ; 
Affrighted  Love  forefaw  the  deep’ning  gloom, 

And  wav’d  in  liquid  air  his  downy  plume  ; 

Chdl’d  by  the  fullen  fcene  he  wings  his  flight*, 

While  heaps  of  rreafiir’d  ore  entomb  delight. 


CHARACTER  of  ZAMOR,  a  BAR  D* 

[From  the  fame  Poem.] 

T  N  this  fweet  fcene,  where  Virtue’s  radiance  fhin’d, 

1  Mild  Zamor  owm’d  the  riche  ft  gifts  of  mind  : 

For  o’er  his  tuneful  bread  the  heav’nly  Mufe 
Shed  from  her  facred  fprings  their  richeft  dews. 

She  loves  to  breathe  her  hallow’d  flame  where  art 
Has  never  veil’d  the  foul,  or  warp’d  the  heart  • 

Where  Fancy  glows  with  ail  her  native  fire. 

And  Paflion  lives  on  the  exulting  lyre ! 

Nature,  in  terror  rob’d,  or  beauty'  dreft, 

Could  thrill  with  dear  enchantment  Zamor’s  bread: 

He  lov’d  the  languid  figh  the  zephyr  pours, 

He  lov’d  the  weeping  rill  that  fed  the  flow’rs  ; 

But  more  the  hollow  found  the  wild  winds  form. 

When  black  upon  the  billow  hangs  the  ftorm  ! 

The  rolling  torrent  dafhing  down  the  fteep, 

Its  white  foam  trembling  on  the  darken’d  deep — 

And  oft  on  Andes’  height,  with  eager  gasej 
He  view’d  the  finking  fun’s  reflected  rays 
Glow'  like  unnumber’d  ftars,  that  leem’d  to  reft. 

Sublime,  upon  his  ice-encircled  bread. 

Oft  his  wild  warblings  charm’d  the  feftal  hour, 

Rofe  in  the  vale,  and  languifh’d  in  the  bovver ; 

The  heart’s  refponfive  tones  he  well  could  move, 

Whofe  fong  was  nature,  and  whofe  theme  was  love. 
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IN  beginning,  according  to  our 
eftablifhed  method,  with  Theo¬ 
logy,  we  (hall  pay  our  fir  ft  tribute 
of  refpedt  to  the  memory,  of  two 
deceaied  divines,  whole  writings 
have  been  republiftied  during  the 
courfe  of  the  year. 

With  the  name  and  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  ingenious  and  excellent 
biftiop  Berkeley  none  of  our  readers 
oin  be  unacquainted.  His  various 
works  are  now  collected  together, 
and  publifhed  in  two  quarto  vo¬ 
lumes  :  and  that  they  were  deferv- 
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mg  of  this  diftindtion,  thofe  who 
may  the  leaft  have  concurred  in 
fentiment  with  that  eminent  pre¬ 
late  will  fcarcely  venture  to  deny. 
His  productions,  as  is  well  known, 
were  not  merely  of  a  theological 
nature,  but  extended  to  metaphy- 
lies,  philofophy,  and  politics  :  ne- 
verthelefs,  as  he  was  a  divine  and 
a  biftiop,  and  as  fome  of  his  prin¬ 
cipal  performances  had  religion 
for  their  objedt,  we  have  thought 
it  beft  to  mention  him  in  this  place. 
Concerning  the  character  of  Dr. 
Berkeley’s  writings  it  would  be  im¬ 
pertinent  here  to  enlarge,  lince 
they  have  fo  long  been  in  poftef- 
fion  of  the  public,  that  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  mankind  concerning  them 
are  already  formed.  To  the  col- 
ledfion  is  prefixed  an  account  of  the 
biftiop’s  life,  which  is  the  fame 
that  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  Stock 
for  the  fecond  edition  of  the  Bio- 
graphica  Brkannica  ;  but  the  edi¬ 


tor  has  not  availed  himfelf  of  the 
additions  to  that  article  that  were 
made  by  Dr.  Kippis.  He  has, 
however,  fubjoined  feveral  of  the 
good  prelate’s  letters,  the  rnoft 
important  of  which  had  formerly 
been  printed.  The  new  matter 
ccmfifts  of  Lettters,  and  Extradfs 
of  Letters,  to-  Thomas  Prior,  efq. 
Dean  Gervais,  and  other  gentle¬ 
men.  Thefe  are  no  otherwife  in- 
terefting  than  as  they  ferve  to  dif- 
play  the  ft  ate  of  Dr.  Berkeley’s 
mind,  whilft  he  was  engaged  in"  his 
grand  project  of  forming  a  college 
at  Bermuda. 

The  other  republication  we  deem 
ourfelves  obliged  to  take  notice  ofy 
is  the  fecond  edition,  in  two  vo¬ 
lumes,  odfavo,  of  Ben  Mordecai’s 
Letters,  with  a  new  Preface. 
Thefe  letters  were  feparately  pub¬ 
lifhed  in  quarto,  at  conliderable  in¬ 
tervals  of  time,  and  are  replete 
with  ingenuity  and  learning.  They 
eonftitute  a  .defence  of  Ariauilm, 
and  are  particularly  employed  in 
fliewing  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  the 
vifihle  Jehovah  who  appeared  to 
the  patriarchs,  and  who  was  the 
giver  of  the  law.  This  dodlrine 
the  author  commends  as  happily 
lying  between  the  two  extremes  of 
Athanafianifm  and  Socinianifm,  and 
as  being  the  opinion  of  the  ancients 
before  the  council  of  Nice.  With 
reference  to  the  difputes  now  fo 
warmly  agitated,  he  ha-h  made,  in 
his  preface,  the  following  far- 

caftie 
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caftic  obfervation.  “  When  the 
Athanalian  and  Sociniah  writers 
have  effebiually  expofed  one  an¬ 
other's  miftakcs,  without  o-cttin»* 
rid  of  their  own  ;  and  when  they 
fhali  have  fettled  the  various  read¬ 
ings  of  an  ct\  or  an  ov:,  in  Judin's 
Trypho,  and  agree  about  the  con- 
ftruffion  of  his  Greek  ;  when  they 
have  ranfacked  all  antiquity  for 
the  opinion  of  the  Nazarenes,  Mi- 
neans,  and  Ebionites,  with  as  much 
zeal  as  if  their  faith  depended  up¬ 
on  it,  and  all  to  no  purpofe,  their 
difficulties  111  1 1  remaining  ;  it  is  not 
improbable  that  the  divines  of  the 
next  generation,  will  confider  the 
fubjebt  more  coolly  ;  and  find  the 
principles  [  am  defending,  will  fup- 
ply  the  only  key  that  is  abie  to 
open  and  difcover  the  conSiflency 
between  the  Jewifli  and  Chridian 
Revelations.”  Whether  this  pre¬ 
diction  will  be  accompliihed,  mud 
be  left  to  the  determination  of  time, 
though,  for  our  part,  we  have  no 
great  faith  in  its  completion.  The 
writer  of  the  work  we  are  fpeaking 
of,  and  whom  we  have  formerly 
had  occafion  to  mention,  was  the 
reverend  Henry  Taylor,  M.  A. 
vicar  of  Portfmouth,  and  re  tier  of 
Crawley,  near  Wincheder.  The 
world  hath  very  recently  been  de¬ 
prived  of  him  ;  and,  by  his  deceafe, 
the  church  of  England  hath  loit 
one  of  her  sweated  ornaments  in 
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refpeCt  of  profound  literature,  as 
w-ell  as  a  mod  worthy,  amiable, 
and  ^entertaining  mart.  He  may, 
perhaps,  be  confide  red  as  having 
been  the  lad  of  the  Hoadlian 
fchool.  As  Mr.  Taylor  was  the 
author  of  feveral  excellent  tradis, 
befides  Ben  Mordecai’s  Letters,  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  his  Tons,  who 
emulate  their  father’s  learning  and 
merit,  will  colled  together  the 
whole  of  his  detached  pieces  into 
one  or  more  volumes.  Such  a  tef- 


timony  of  affedion  to  his  memory 
cannot  fail  of  being  honourable  to 
themfelves,  and  acceptable  to  the 
judicious  friends  of  religion, 

\\  ith  regard  to  the  evidences  of 
Chridianitv,  no  work  of  peculiar 
conlequence  has  been  the  produce 
of  the  year.  The  principal  per¬ 
formance  feems  to  be  that  which 
has  appeared  under  the  title  of 
*6  Letters  on  Infidelity,  by  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  a  Letter  to  Dr.  Adam. 
Smith.”  The  writer  is  underdood 
to  be  a  worthy  and  learned  dean  of 
the  church  of  England,  who  has 
diftinguidied  himfclf  by  various 
theological  productions.  The  books 
againd  which  the  prefent  publi¬ 
cation  is  levelled,  are,  “  An  Apo¬ 
logy  for  the  Life  and  Writing's  of 
David  Hume,  efq.”  “  flume’s 
Dialogues  on  Natural  Religion 
“  An  Eflay  on  Suicide,”  by  the 
fame  Writer  and  a  pamphlet,  en¬ 
titled,  “  Doubts  of  the  Infidels  ; 
or  Queries  relative  to  Scriptural  In- 
confidencies  and  Contradictions, 
fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of 
the  Bench  of  Bifhops,  by  a  weak 
Chri Ilian.”  The  lad  of  thefe  tracts 
hath  never  happened  to  come  with¬ 
in  our  knowledge.  In  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  his  fubjects,  our  let¬ 
ter-writer  combats  the  infidels  with, 
their  own  weapons,  endeavouring 
to  turn  againd  them  that  ridicule, 
wit,  and  humour,  which  they  have 
attempted  to  exercife  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  Revelation.  Whether  this 
be  precifely  the  bed  mode  of  op- 
pod  ng  unbelievers  we  have  fome 
doubr  ;  and  we  find  it  difficult  to 
concur  in  every  refpect  with  the 
fenriments  and  language  advanced 
by  our  author.  However,  thofe 
who  may  not  be  entirely  fatisfied 
with  the  execution  of  this  work, 
will  readily  acknowledge  that  siany 
things  in  it  are  deferving  of  Appro¬ 
bation  ;  and  ttye  writer’s  general 
Q  2  merit 
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merit  and  learning  are  too  well 
known  to  require  our  tefiimony  in 
his  favour. 

Of  Travis’s  “  Letters  to  Edward 
Gibbon,  efq.”  much  might  be 
laid  both  in  the  way  of  commen¬ 
dation  and  of  cenfure.  That  the 
author  is  a  man  of  parts,  as  well  as 
of  literature,  will  not  be  denied  :  but 
his  wifdom  in  the  application  of 
them,  may  juftly  be  called  in  quef- 
tion.  The  principal  objeH  to  which 
he  hath  directed  his  attention  is  too 
inconfiderable  for  the  zeal  and 
pains  he  has  bellowed  upon  it.  Elis 
chief  delign  is-  to  maintain  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  the  famoujs  text,  in 
the  fifth  chapter  of  the  firfi  Epillle 
of  St.  John,  relative  to  the  three 
wit ne lies  ;  and  in  Supporting  his 
hypothelis  he  dilplays  as  much  in¬ 
genuity  and  ability  as  the  fubiedf 
will  admit.  But  his  labour  is  in 
vain  ;  the  weight  of  evidence  is 
againft  him  ;  and  we  cannot  fup- 
pofe  that,  in  the  prefent  age,  a  fin- 
gle  critic,  who  is  psfielled  of  a 
competent  degree  of  judgment  and 
candour,  will  become  a  convert  to 
his  opinion.  Building, ,  as  he  does, 
upon  grounds  fo  extremely  falla¬ 
cious,  and  endeavouring  to  efiablilh 
a  point  which  almoft  feemed  to  have 
been  wholly  given  up  by  the  learn¬ 
ed,  his  treatment  of  Eralmus  and 
of  Dr.  .Benfon  deferves  the  highell 
reprehenfion.  At  the  fame  time, 
what  is  it  that  Mr,  Travis  is  con¬ 
tending  for,  as  pro  arts  tff  foe  is  ? 
Whether  the  text  be  authentic  or 
not,  is  of  little  importance  either 
to  the  Trinitarian  or  the  Unitarian. 
The  Trinitarian  can  never  expedt 
to  eredt  his  favourite  dodtrine  upon 
the  precarious  foundation  of  a  (in¬ 
gle  difputed  pafiage,  and  the  Uni¬ 
tarian  can  as  eafily  explain  it  away 
as  he  can  other  expreffions  of  a  like 
import.  Even  Mr.  Travers  him- 
£elf  feems  willing  to  admit  that  the 


words  may  be  interpreted  as  refer* 
ring  to  unity  of  teilimony.  .  We 
hope  that  he  is  a  young  man,  and 
that  years  and  reflection  will  inftrudt 
him  to  proportion  his  ardour  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  objedls  upon 
which  he  fhall  hereafter  have  occa- 
fion  to  treat. 

Dr.  Henry  Owen  has  long  been 
known  in  the  world,  by  a  number 
of  valuable  publications,  all  of 
which  are  intended  to  maintain  the 
honour  of  Revelation,  and  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  caufe  of  facred  literature. 
What  hath  particularly  engaged 
his  attention  is  the  ftate  of  the  Sep- 
tuagint,'  and  the  other*  ancient  ver- 
(ions  of  the  Old  Tefiament.  If  it 
had  been  determined  to  collate  the 
conies  of  the  Sentuayint,  in  the 
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manner  that  hath  been  done  by  Dr. 
Kennicott  with  regard  to  the  He¬ 
brew  manuferipts,  Dr.  Owen  would 
probably  have  been  looked  up  to* 
as  a  proper  perfon  to  conduct  the 
undertaking.  Indeed,  it  is  much 
to  be  lamented  that  fuch  a  fchemer 
hath  not  been  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution.  It  is  a  work  greatly  want¬ 
ed,  and  which  might  be  as  fervice- 
abie  to  the  intereils  of  religion  as 
Dr.  Kennicott’s,  collation.  Seve¬ 
ral  of  Dr.  Owen’s  writings,  and 
particularly  his  44  Enquiry  into  the 
State  of  the  Septuagint  Verfion,’* 
which  appeared  fome  years  ago,  afi* 
ford  an  ample  demonfiration  how 
well  he  would  have  been  qualified 
for  the  undertaking.  The  44  Cri¬ 
tical  Difquifitions,”  which  he  has 
lately  publifhed  are  connedled  with 
what  has  been  the  grand  object  of 
his  fiudies.  Thefe  Difquifitions 
are  only  two  in  number  ;  the  firfi, 
containing  fome  Remarks  on  Ma- 
fius’s  edition  of  the  Book  of  Jofhua, 
and  the  fecond,  on  Origen’s  cele¬ 
brated  Hexapla.  The  fubjects 
treated  of  will  only  be  interefiing 
to  thofe  learned  'men  who  are  de¬ 
voted 
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voted  to  Scripture  criticifm  ;  and 
gentlemen  of  fuch  a  turn  of  mind 
will  deem  themlelves  obliged  so  the 
author  for  his  fugacious  and  fenfi- 
ble  obfervations. 

The  third  volume  of  bilhop  At- 
terbury’S  Correfpondence,  Vifita- 
tion  Charges,  Speeches,  and  Mil- 
cellanies,  though  publifhed  in  the 
beginning  of  1784,  was  generally 
noticed  by  us  laft  year,  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  two  preceding  vo¬ 
lumes.  We  now  mention  it  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  concluding-  Letters,  in 
which  a  controverfy  is  carried  on 
between  his  lordfhip,  Dr.  Wall,  and 
hilltop  Potter,  relative  to  the  times 
wherein  the  four  Gofpels  were  writ¬ 
ten.  The  part  that  Dr.  Atterbury 
alfumes,  is  to  eftablifh  the  very 
early  date  of  the  Gofpels,  in  dii- 
charging  which  he  principally  has 
recourfe  to  internal  evidence,  and 
arguments  a  priori .  It  is  his  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  Gofpels  were  all  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  fame  order  in  which  they 
are  now.  placed  :  that  St.  Mark’s 
Gofpel  was  written  partly  as  an  epi¬ 
tome,  but  pa>tly  and  chiefly  as  a 
fupplement  to  St.  Matthew’s  :  that 
St.  Luke  had  feen  both  thefe  Gof- 
pqls  when  he  wrote  his  own  :  that 
St.  John  had  ieen  the  three  pre¬ 
ceding  gofpels,  and  intended  to 
fupply  what  was  ftiil  wanting  in  all 
of  them  :  that  the  Gofpel  of  St. 
Luke  was  written  many  years  be¬ 
fore  the  Acts,  and  between  the  46th 
and  57th  years  of  our  Lord,  and 
nearer  to  the  find  than  to  the  laft 
of  thefe  periods  :  the  confequeace 
of  which  is,  that  St.  Mark’s  Gof¬ 
pel  muft  have  been  written  yet 
nearer  to  our  Lord’s  afcent.  An¬ 
other  point  maintained  by  the  hi¬ 
lltop  is,  that  the  Gofpel  of  St.  John 
was  written  before  the  deftruXion 
of  Jerufalem.  We  do  not  concur 
with  the  learned  prelate  Jn  all  his 
concluftons  \  but  his  correfpond- 
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ence  with  Dr.  Wall  and  bifliop  Pot¬ 
ter  is  a  decifive  evidence  that  he 
was  a  firm  believer  in  the  Chriftian 
Revelation,  and  zealous  for  its 
honour.  The  anecdote,  therefore, 
which  lord  Chefterfield  related  to 
Dr.  Maty,  in  order  to  fhew  that 
Atterbury  was  at  leaft  a  fceptic,  if 
not  a  determined  infidel,  muft  be 
rejected  as  totally  groundlefs.  The 
letters  we  are  fpeaking  of  were 
written  in  the  years  1721  and  1 722 ; 
and  it  is  manifeft  from  them,  that 
the  bifhop  was  not  fo  far  involved 
in  political  connexions  and  in¬ 
trigues,  as  to  be  incapable  of  di¬ 
recting  his  attention  to  enquiries  of 
a  critical  and  religious  nature. 

“  An  expofition  of  Chriftian 
Dodtrine,”  as  taught  in  the  Pro- 
teftant  church  of  the  united  Bre¬ 
thren,  or  Unitas  Fiatrum,  written 
originally  in  German,  by  Auguft 
Gottleib  Spangenburg,  has  been 
tranflated  into  Englifh,  with  a  Pre¬ 
face,  by  Benjamin  la  Trobe.  The 
defign  of  this  performance  is  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  real  principles  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  commonly  called  Moravians, 
and  of  the  preface  to  vindicate  them 
from  the  obloquy  with  which  they 
have  been  treated  by  certain  wri¬ 
ters.  It  is  well  known  that  very 
fevere  charges  have  been  alledged 
again  ft  them  by  Riinius,  and  the 
Biftiops  Lavington  and  Warburton ; 
and  fo  well  founded  did  thefe 
charges  appear,  as  to  produce  a 
general  conviXion  of  their  truth. 
We  rejoice  to  find  that  the  accufa- 
tions  brought  againft  them  are  ei¬ 
ther  wholly  falfe,  or  have  been 
greatly  exaggerated  ;  that  at  molt 
they  can  be  extended  only  to  a  few 
imprudent  individuals ;  and  that  the 
innocence  of  the  united  brethren,,, 
as  a  body,  is  imqueftionable.  In 
point  of  doXrine,  the  Moravians 
are  not  a  new  feX.  They  profefs 
themfelves  to  be  followers  of  Lu* 
O  3  ther^ 
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ther,  and  to  adhere  to  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Augfburgh  conieftion. 
In  their  practices,  they  have  feme 
peculiarities  which  dihinguifh  them 
from  the  red  of  the  world,  and 
which  they  believe  to  be  conform¬ 
able  to  the  model  of  the  primitive 
times.  On  the  whole,  it  feems  to 
be  fufficiently  proved,  that  they 
are  a  worthy  fet  of  people,  though 
not  without  a  confiderable  mixture 
of  abfurdity  and  enthufiafm. 

We  come  now  to  a  book  of  great 
importance  in  fcriptural  criticifm, 
and  that  is  Blaney ’s  Jeremiah. 
None  of  our  readers  can  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  Blfhop  Lowth’s  admirable 
work  on  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  We 
trailed  that  fo  excellent  a  model 
would  excite  imitation ;  and  we 
are  plealed  to  fee  it  fo  well  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Mr.  Blaney,  who  has 
heretofore  given  fatisfa&ory  proofs 
to  the  world  of  his  proficiency  in 
oriental  and  lacred  literature.  The 
author’s  preliminary  difeourfe  is 
fmgularly  model!  and  feniible.  Af- 
ter  mention  ng  the  aids  he  hath  re¬ 
ceived  in  the  profecution  of  his 
defign,  he  earneftly  pleads  for  a 
revifion  of  the  Bible.  He  would 
have  it  executed  by  a  feledl  aiTem- 
bly  of  the  molt  learned  and  judi¬ 
cious  divines,  commiffioned  by  pub¬ 
lic  authority  to  examine  inro  the 
Hate  of  the  Hebrew  text,  to  reftore 
it  as  nearly  as  polhble  to  its  primi¬ 
tive  purity,  and  to  prepare  from  it 
a  new  tranllation  of  the  fcripturcs 
for  the  public  fervice.  Among 
other  arguments  in  its  favour,  he 
urges  the  practice  of  the  king  of 
Sweden,  and  of  a  nobleman  in  out* 
own  country,  who  hath  fet  fuch  a 
work  on  foot  at  his  foie  fingle  ex¬ 
pence,  for  the' benefit  of  the  Roman 
Catholics.  The  poetical  parts  of 
Jeremiah  Mr.  Blaney  hath  divided 
agreeably  to  the  principles  fo  ad¬ 
mirably  laid  downbyBjfhop  Lowth, 
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in  his  Diflertation  on  the  Hebrew 
Poetry,  prefixed  to  his  Ifaiah.  The 
notes  of  the  prefent  tranftator  are 
copious  and  valuable,  and  he  has 
availed  himfeif  of  all  the  alii  stance 
that  can  be  derived  from  Dr.  Ken- 
nicott’s  collation,  and  other  fources 
of  information,  dome  the  and  fo¬ 
reign.  As  to  the  explication  of 
particular  texts,  there  will  always 
be  forae  difference  in  the  opinions 
of  critics.  Mr.  Blaney  has  given 
a  new  arrangement  of  the  chapters 
of  Jeremiah,  from  the  twentieth 
chapter  to  the  forty  fix th  ;  and  his 
reafons  for  this  part  of  his  conduct 
appear  to  be  perfectly  juft.  The 
work  before  us  hath  been  noticed 
abroad,  where  we  are  forrv  to  ob« 
ferve  that  a  greater  attention  is 
paid  to  oriental  and  biblical  litera¬ 
ture  than  in  our  own  country.  The 
zeal  in  this  refpcct  which  was  re¬ 
vived  by  Dr.  Thomas  Hunt,  and  fo 
nobly  fuftalned  by  Dr.  Lowth, 
Dr.  Kennicott,  Dr.  Richard  Grey, 
Dr.  Durell,  and  other  refpeCfable 
men,  feems  rather  upon  the  de¬ 
cline,  However,  there  are  Mill 
fome  names,  of  no  fmall  decree  of 
eminence,  who,  we  doubt  not,  will 
continue  to  aifert  the  glory  of  Eng¬ 
land  with  regard xto  Eaftern  learn¬ 
ing,  and  the  application  of  it  to  the 
illuftration  of  the  Scriptures.  We 
rejoice  in  informing  the  literary 
world,  that  the  year  17?' 5  will  fur- 
nifti  us  with  the  excellent  Uiftiop  of 
Waterford’s  improved  V erfton  of 
the  Minor  Prophets. 

Mr.  Hopkins’s  corrected  tranfla- 
tion  of  Exodus,  with  notes,  criti¬ 
cal  and  explanatory,  is  another  at¬ 
tempt  to  illuftrate  the  Books  of  the 
Old  Teftament.  The  author  is 
that  very  ancient  and  worthy  cler¬ 
gyman  in  Suftex,  who  wrote  u  An 
Appeal  to  the  Common  Senfe  of  all 
Chriftian  People,  more  particularly 
the  Members  of  the  Church  of  Eng> 
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land,  with  regard  to  ail  important 
Point  of  Faith  and  Practice,  im- 
pofed  upon  their  Confciences  by 
Church  Authority;”  and  the  dc- 
iig-n  of  which  is  to  alfert  the  fu- 
premacy  of  the  Father,  in  oppoli- 
tion  to  the  Trinitarian  hypothecs. 
It  is  probable  that  in  the  prefent 
undertaking*  Mr.  Hopkins  had  no 
{mail  view  to  the  maintenance  of 
the  divine  unity,  in  the  execution 
of  the  work,  he  has  derived  great 
advantage  from  Dr.  Kennicott’s 
collation,  anti  the  Samaritan  Pen¬ 
tateuch.  The  notes,  which  are 
judicious,  are  not  numerous  ;  nor 
are  many  of  them  peculiarly  curi¬ 
ous  and  important.  They  ferve, 
however,  to  make  an  ufeful  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  hock  of  fcriptural  cri- 
iicifm. 

A  fociety  hath  lately  been  form¬ 
ed,  confiding  of  clergi  men  of  the 
church  of  England,  diffenting  mi- 
.  lifters,  and  a  number  of  lay  gen¬ 
tlemen,  for  the  purpofe  ojf  promot¬ 
ing  the  knowledge  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  ;  and  filch  members  as  re  fide 
in  town  hold  their  meetings  at  the 
Rev,  Mr,  Lindfey’s,  in  Jb.ffex- 
ftreet.  'I  heir  communications  are 
intended  to  be  occasionally  pub- 
lifhed,  under  the  title  of  “  Com¬ 
mentaries  and  FfTys  ”  Two  num¬ 
bers  appeared  in  1704.  The  firffc 
number  contains  u  An  Attempt  to 
illuflrate  John  xiv.  !,  2,  3  ;  a  new 
tranllation  of  Ifaiah  iii.  1  2  — lili.  1  — 
12,  with  notes;  and  the  Tlluftra- 
tion  of  ChriiPs  laft  Difcourfe  with 
his  difciples  continued,  from  John 
xiv.  4,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.” 
In  the  firll:  of  thele  articles,  an  en¬ 
tirely  new  fenfe  is  given  to  the  paf- 
fage,  and  it  is  maintained,  with 
great  ingenuity  and  candour,  that 
the  many  manlions  which  our  Sa¬ 
viour  fpeaks  of  in  his  father’s  houfe, 
do  not  relate  to  the  heavenly  world, 
but  to  the  differed  defig.nations  and 


employments  of  the  Apohles.  The 
new  tranllation  of  the  Iiiid  chapter 
’  of  Ifaiah  is  a  very  rational  and  exadt 
piece  of  criticilin,  founded  on  a 
perfect  acquaintance  with  the  ori¬ 
ginal  language.  The  author  differs, 
in  lbme  refpedts,  from  Dr.  Lowth  ; 
but  when  he  does  fo,  he  appears  to 
have  aligned  good  reafons  for  main¬ 
taining  a  diveriiry  of  opinion.  The 
continued  illuftradon  of  the  xivth 
chapter  of  St.  John  abounds  with 
judicious  obfervations.  The  fecond 
number  ot  the  u  Commentaries  an4 
Eflays”  includes  “  Critical  Notes 
on  the  fir  ft  nineteen  verfes  of  the 
firft  chapter  of  Genefis ;  a  Para- 
phrafe  on  Romans  v.  8-— 19  ;  and 
a  Differtation  concerning  the  Apof- 
tolic  Benedidlion,  2  Corinthians, 
xid.  14.”  The  ingenious  writer  of 
the  notes  on  the  fir  ft  chapter  of 
Genefis  endeavours  to  explain  the 
Mo  fide  account  of  the  creation,  in 
confiflence  with  the  lateft  and  bed 
difeoveries  in  natural  philofophy. 
We  do  not  at  prefent  recolledfwhat 
impreffion  was  made  upon  us  by  the. 
Paraphrafe  on  Romans  v.  8 — iq, 
when  we  read  it  at  the  time  of  pub¬ 
lication.  The  purpofe  of  the  Eftay 
on  the  Apoffolic  Benediction,  is  to 
fiiew,  that  the  “  Commit jiioji  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft”  refers  only  to  the 
extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Spirit ; 
and  cod  fequently  that  this  part  of 
the  benedidfion  cannot  now  be 
ufed  with  propriety  in  chriftian  af* 
femblies. 

u  The  Myflery  hid  from  Ages 
and  Generations  made  manifeft  by 
the  Gofpel  Revelation  :  or  the  Sal¬ 
vation  of  all  Men  the  grand  Thing 
alluded  to  in  the  Scheme  of  God, 
as  opened  in  the  New  Teftament 
Writings,  and  entrufted  with  Jefus 
Chrift  to  bring  into  Effedl,”  writ¬ 
ten  by  one  who  willies  well  to  the 
whole  human  race,  is  a  curious  and 
interefiing  publication.  The  au~ 
O  4  thor, 
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thor,  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  is 
D-r.  Cliauncy,  a  worthy  and  emi¬ 
nent  divine,  at  Bolton,  in  New- 
England.  His  defgn  is  to  main¬ 
tain  the  final  lalvation  of  every  in¬ 
dividual  among  the  children  of 
Adam. — -The  work  is  divided  into 
three  parts.  The  fir  it;  exhibits  a 
general  explanation  of  the  benevo¬ 
lent  plan  of  God.  The  iecond  is 
intended  to  prove  it  to  be  the  truth 
of  Scripture,  that  mankind  univer- 
fally,  in  the  final  blue  of  this 
fcheme,  fhall  reign  in  a  happy  life 
for  ever.  The  third  is  em  [Joyed 
in  anfwering  objections.  The  au¬ 
thor  maintains  his  portions  with 
ability,  as  well  as  with  zeal  :  and 
every  liberal  mind  will  wifli  that 
he  could  be  fully  fuccefsful  in  ef- 
tablifhing  his  dodrine,  1  he  ge¬ 
neral  arguments  which  he  urges  in 
defence  of  it  have  great  weight  ; 
but  we  do  not  think  him  to  be 
equally  happy  in  his  reafonings 
from  the  New  Te {lament.  Fie  hath 
fplitten  upon  the  rock  on  which 
many  have  been  wrecked  before 
him,  and  that  is,  the  laying  of  too 
much  11  refs  on  certain  Railages  in 
the  Epiftle  to  the  Romans,  which 
are  of  very  doubtful  interpretation. 
The  opinion  of  an  eternal  exigence 
in  milery  we  confider  as  equally 
repugnant  to  reafon  and  revela¬ 
tion  ;  but  it  dees  not  hence  fol¬ 
low  that  all  men  fhall  be  finally 
happy.  The  mod  natural  and  ob¬ 
vious  ;(enre  of  many  places  of  ferip- 
ture  feems  to  be,  that  the  incorri¬ 
gibly  wicked  fhall  at  length  be 
Truck  out  of  the  book  of  life. 

rfhe  pamphlet  entitled,  44  An 
Elucidation  of.  the  Unity  of  God, 
deduced  from  Scripture  and  Rea- 
ion,’5  is  a  fen  lib  le  and  candid  trad! 
on  the  lubjed.  W  ithout  entering- 
into  the  q ue (lion  concerning  the 
pre-ex  5  ftence  of  Chi  id,  our  author 
endeav  ours  to  fhew  the  nirpoffibility 


of  his  being  equal  with  God.  At 
the  fame  time  he  profefles  the  high- 
eft  reverence' for  our  Saviour,  and 
acknowledges  the  great  and  un- 
fpeakahle  dignity  of  his  charader. 
From  a  fubfequent  impreilion  it 
appears,  that  the  writer  is  a  lay- 
gentleman,  of  the  name  of  Gifford  ; 
and  that  his  view  is,  not  to  foment 
diyifions  among  his  chriftian  bre¬ 
thren,  but  to  forward  the  right  un- 
derftanding  of  the  Holy  Scripture. 

In  connedion  with  the  prelent 
fubjed,  we  may  tike  notice  of 
the  publication  entitled,  44  Two 
Schemes  of  a  Trinity  confidered, 
and  the  Divine  Unity  afterted.” 
The  work,  in  fad,  con  lifts  of  four 
difeourfes,  originally  delivered 
from  the  pulpit,  upon  Philippians 
ii.  — 7  ;  but  as  they  relate  to  an 
objed  which  has  recently  been 
much  brought  into  controverfy, 
we  hive  thought  it  beft  to  mention 
them  in  this  place.  The  firft  dif- 
courfe  reprefents  the  fcheme  of  the 
Trinity  which  is  commonly  re¬ 
ceived.  The  fecond  deferibes  the 
Arian  fcheme.  In  the  third  we 
have  a  view  of  the  Mazarene  doc¬ 
trine  ;  and  the  fourth,  after  ex¬ 
plaining  the  text  according  to 
the  Nazarene  dodrine,  concludes 
with  Remarks  and  Obfervations, 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  thefe 
Sermons  were  written  by  the  late 
excellent  and  learned  Dr,  Lard- 
ner.  They  were  originally  intend¬ 
ed  by  him  for  the  prefs  ;  but  from 
reafons  which  we  cannot  fatisfac- 
torily  account  for,  they  have  hi¬ 
therto  been  withheld  from  the  pub¬ 
lic.  The  prefent  editor,  if  we  are 
not  mi  (informed,  is  a  Mr.  Wiche, 
a  Diffenting  mini  Her,  of  the  Bap- 
lift  perfuaiion,  at  Maidffone,  in 
Kent.  As  to  the  difeourfes  them- 
lelves,  they  bear  indubitable 
marks  of  Dr.  Lardner’s  ftmplicity 
of  charader,  and  candour  of  mind, 

The 
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The  two  laft  ferraons  are  evidently 
in  favour  of  the  Socinian  hypo- 
thefis  ;  but  they  are  exprelfed  with 
fo  much  moderation,  and  difplay 
fuch  an  unaffected  love  of  truth, 
that  the  moil  determined  enemy  to 
that  hvpotheffs  cannot  be.  offended 
with  the  author. 

For  the  fame  reafon  that  we  have 
here  Introduced  Dr.  Lardner’s  tour 
fermons,  we  Dial  1  mention  in  this 
place  Chriftie’s  Difcourfes  on  the 
Unity.”  We  had  occafion  to  take 
notice  laft  year,  that  Mr.  Chriftie 
is  a  merchant  at  Montrofe  in  Scot¬ 
land,  where  he  has  formed  an  Uni¬ 
tarian  Society.  Being  himfelf  a 
man  of  ability,  he  is  capable  of 
conducting  the  worth  ip  of  his  ad¬ 
herents  ;  and  the  prefent  volume 
is  the  refult  of  his  endeavours  to 
confirm  them  in  the  great  principle 
on  which  rheir  reparation  from  the 
eftablifhed  church  of  Scotland  has 
been  inftituted.  As,  in  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  our  engagements,  we  have 
not  had  leifure  to  p'erufe  Mr. 
Chriftie’s  Difcourfes,  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  afcertain  their  prccife 
merit. 

The  fame  excufe  would  not  have 
been  deemed  fufficient,  it  we  had 
not  paid  a  more  particular  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  two  great  and  oppoftte 
captains  in  the  Trinitarian  warfare, 
Dr.  Horlley  and  Dr.  Prieftley.  The 
latter  gentleman’s  “  Letters  to  the 
Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans”  were 
noticed  laft  year  ;  and  the  arch¬ 
deacon  thought  them  of  confe- 
quence  enough  to  deferve  an  ela¬ 
borate  reply.  This  Reply  is  car¬ 
ried  on  in  the  Form  of  Letters, 
which  are  feventeen  in  number,  be- 
fides  three  Poftfcripts,  and  an  Ap¬ 
pendix,  containing  Short  Strictures 
on  Dr.  Prieftley,  by  an  unknown 
Hand.  In  Dr.  Horfiey’s  publica¬ 
tion  a  vaft  variety  of  particulars 
are  confidered,  though  the  author 


declines  entering  into  a  regular 
controverfy  with  bis  antagonift : 

J  O 

the  points  difcufted  are  fo  numer¬ 
ous,  that  to  mention  all  of  them 
would  carry  us  beyond  the  limits 
to  which,  by  our  plan,  we  are  ne- 
ceffarily  confined.  Among  other 
matters,  the  archdeacon  contends, 
that  the  difference  he  had  afferted 
between  the  Ebionites  and  Naza- 
renes  was  no  lingular  or  new  opi¬ 
nion  ;  that  the  fame  thing  was 
maintained  by  Mofheim,  and  other 
critics  of  great  name  ;  that  the 
Nazarenes  were  no  left  of  the  apof- 
tplic  age  j  that  Ebion  was  not  con¬ 
temporary  with  St.  John  ;  and  that 
the  antiquity  of  a  fetft  is  not  a 
proof  of  its  orthodoxy.  lie  far¬ 
ther  in  fids,  that  a  pofitive  proof  is 
ftill  extant,  that  the  divinity  of 
Chrift  was  the  belief  of  the  very 
firft  Chriftians.  This  proof  arifes 
from  the  Epi files  of  St,  Barnabas, 
which,  though  not  the  work  of  an 
apoftle,  was  a  production  of  the 
apoftolic  age.  The  author  Dr. 
Horfley  affirms  to  have  been  a 
Chriftian  of  the  Flebrews,  a  be¬ 
liever  in  our  Lord’s  divinity,  and 
that  he  wrote  to  Chriftians  of  the 
Flebrews  concurring  in  the  fame 
belief.  In  the  courfe  of  the  work 
the  archdeacon  maintains,  likcwife, 
that  the  divinity  of  our  Lord  was 
preached  from  the  very  beginning 
by  the  apoftles  ;  that  St.  Stephen 
was  a  martyr  to  this  doCtrine  ;  that 
his  dying  ejaculations  juftify  the 
worfhip  of  Chrift  ;  that  Chrift  Is 
deified  in  the  ftory  of  St.  Pad’s 
conversion ;  that  the  divinity  of 
Jefus  was  acknowledged  by  the 
apoftles  fro  hi  the  time  when  they 
acknowledged  him  for  the  Meffiah  ; 
and  that  notions  of  a  Trinity,  and 
of  the  Deity  of  the  Meffiah,  were 
current  among  the  Jews  in  the  days, 
of  our  Saviour.  A  whole  letter  is 
employed  in  endeavouring  to  fliew, 

that 
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that  the  Unitarian  dodrine  is  not 
well  calculated  for  the  converfion 
of  Jews,  Mahometans,  or  Infidels, 
of  any  defcription.  This  we  can¬ 
not  but  regard  as  one  of  the  bold- 
ell:  parts  of  Dr.  Horlley’s  under¬ 
taking'.  It  hath  given  us  con¬ 
cern  to  obferve  a  riling  fpirit  of 
acrimony  in  the  publication  before 
us.  Hitherto  the  two  doctors  had 
treated  each  other  with  refped  and 
politenefs  :  but  the  archdeacon  has 
now  fullered  himfelf  to  lofe  the 
moderauon  which  was  fo  commend¬ 
able  in  his  Charge.  He  frequently 
treats  Dr.  Priefiley  with  contempt, 
and  even  accufes  him  of  mifrepre- 
fentations  and  deceits  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  quotations  and  autho¬ 
rities,  which  thofe  who  arc  well 
acquainted  with  the  debtor  know 
him  to  be  incapable  of  pradifing. 
JBefides  this,  a  general  haughtinefs 
of  manner  prevails  in  the  prefent 
performance.  Dr.  Horlley  alfumes 
much  upon  his  abilities  and  learn¬ 
ing,  and  informs  his  readers  that 
he  is  at  home  in  the  Greek.  All 
this  was  perfectly  needlefs  ;  for  the 
literary  world  would  have  done 
jullice  to  the  dodor’s  erudition, 
Without  being  told  of  it  by  him¬ 
felf,  Surely  he  was  not  afraid  that 
mankind  would  not  fee  and  ac¬ 
knowledge  it,  unlefs  reminded  of  it 
by  his  own  pen.  We  could  have 
wifhed,  too,  that  the  archdeacon 
had  not  gone  fo  far  out  of  his  way, ' 
in  fome  things  advanced  by  him 
in  his  laft  letter,  which  have  the 
appearance  of  carrying  eccleliafti- 
cal  claims  to  a  height  that  was 
thought  to  be  exploded  ;  and  which 
can  fcarcely  be  vindicated  from 
looking  a  little  too  favourably  to¬ 
wards  a  certain  degree  of  retlraint 
in  religious  matters.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  credit  of  abilities,  of 
general  learning,  and  of  poffeifing 
Prong  powers  of  compofition,  wi.l 
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never  be  denied  to  Dr.  Horfiey  j 
and  many  of  the  arguments  and 
authorities  which  he  has  alleag'ed  in 
the  fuppart  of  his  poll:  ions,  will 
be  found  deferving  of  ferious  con- 
lideration. 

So  important  were  feveral  of  the 
reafonings  and  facts  produced  by 
the  archdeacon  of  St.  Albans,  and 
fo  deeiiive  was  the  manner  in  which 
he  exprefied  himfelf,  that  great 
numbers  were  of  opinion  that  he 
had  obtained  a  complete  victory 
over  his  antagoniil ;  and  others 
were  apprehenfive  that  Dr,  Priefi- 
ley  would  find  it  extremely  difficult 
to  invalidate  the  proofs,  and  weaken 
the  allegations,  which  had  been 
urged,  with  full  confidence,  againtfc 
the  Unitarian  fyfiem.  But  the 
doctor  is  not  a  man  eafily  to  be 
fubdued.  His  intellectual  powers 
are  fo  eminent,  and  he  is  io  able  a 
maker  of  controverfy,  that  he 
mull  be  a  formidable  enemy  in¬ 
deed,  who  could  infpire  him  with 
teiror.  — -He  loon  prefented  himfelf 
to  the  public,  in  u  Letters  to  Dr. 
Horfiey,  Part  the  Second,  contain¬ 
ing  farther  Evidence  that  the  pri¬ 
mitive  Chriftian  Church  was  Uni¬ 
tarian.”  Some  of  the  principal 
points  infilled  upon  in  thefe  Let¬ 
ters  are,  the  Dodrine  of  the  firft 
Ages  concerning  the  Person  ot 
Chrifi  ;  the  Nazarenes  and  Ebion- 
ites ;  the  fuppofed  orthodox  Church 
at  Jerufalem  ;  Merely  in  the  carlieft 
Times ;  the  Light  in  which  the 
Unitarians  were  confidered  in  later 
Ages,  and  the  fiate  of  the  common 
People  at  all  Times  ;  the  Time 
when  Chrifi  began  to  be  confidered 
as  God,  and  the  Opinion  of  the 
ancient  and  modern  Jews  with  Hel¬ 
ped  to  the  Meffiah  ;  the  Perfonifi- 
cation  of  the  Logos  ;  certain  Con- 
fiderations  relating  to  the  Dodrine 
of  the  Trinity  ;  Prayers  to  Chrifi  ; 
q.nd  the  State  of  Unitarian  PrincL 
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pies  with  Refpeft  to  Mahometan!  fm 
and  1  ntidelity,  I11  the  difcuffion 
of  thefe  queilions,  every  impartial 
man  mull  admire  the  debtor's  abili¬ 
ties,  and  be  fenlible  of  his  litera¬ 
ture.  it  is  i'u rp riling  how  well  he 
comes  off  in  the  places  where  he 
was  deemed  to  have  been  the  moll 
vulnerable.  Without  pretending 
to  decide  on  the  general  que'llion, 
truth  and  candour  oblige  us  to  con- 
fefs,  that  we  were  (truck  with  the 
fuperior  manner  in  which  he  hath 
acquitted  himfelf,  in  the  aes  that 
deemed  to  be  th  molt  doubtful  and 
difficult,  i  here  are  few  inllances 
indeed,  wherein  hi-  anfwers  are 
fuch  as  an  enemy  will  deny  to  be 
plaufible,  and  which  a  friend  will 
b  t  regard  as  entirely  fatisfa&ory. 

O  J  *  * 

In  what  he  hath  faid  concerning 
the  Clementine  recognitions,  and 
on  other  occaiionai  points,  his  moll 
ardent  admirers  may.  perhaps,  dif¬ 
ag' ree  with  him  ;  but  thefe  things 
they  will  e:  imate  as  tr  fling,  com¬ 
pared  with  the  general  merit  of  the 
performance.  Here  we  apprehend 
that  the  contefl  between  Dr.  Hori- 
ley  and  Dr.  Pried  ley  is  brought  tc 
a  concluiion,  as  the  former  gentle¬ 
man  is  not  expebted  to  engage  in 
it  any  farther. 

Two  or  three  trafts  which  have 
a  connection  with  this  controverfy 
will  be  more  briefly  mentioned. 
I)r.  Prieitley  having  had  good  rea- 
fon  to  believe  that  the  articles  in 
the  Monthly  Review  relative  to  his 
Hiftory  of  the  Corruptions  of 
Cnriflianity,  and  other  lubfequent 
pieces,  were  written  by  the  rev. 
Mr.  Samuel  Badcock,  at  prefent  a 
Diffenting  clergyman,  at  South- 
Moulton,  i.11  Devonfliire,  has 
thought  proper  to  hold  him  out 
particularly  to  the  public,  'this 
he  has  done  in  his  Remarks  on 
the  Monthly  Review  of  the  Let¬ 
ters  to  Dr.  Horliey,”  The  pamph¬ 


let  is  not  wholly  employed  in  per- 
final  altercation,  but  enters  into 
lbme  points  relative  to  the  matters 
in  difpute,  in  the  difcuffion  of 
which  the  author  difplays  his  ufual 
acutenefs. 

Dr.  Prieflley’s  attack  on  Mr* 
Badcock  was  fpeedily  followed  by 
an  An  Dyer,  which,  though  not 
publifhed  in  the  name  of  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  was  concluded  to  be  of  his 
compofition.  Pie  deemed  his  pro¬ 
vocation  to  be  great ;  and  on  that 
account*  we  fuppofe,  imagined 
himfelf  juftified  in  the  exercife  of 
uncommon  leverity.  The  exulta¬ 
tion,  triumph,  and  contempt,  with 
which  the  letter-writer  treats  Dr* 
Prieitley,  is  what  no  man  has  a 
right  to  aflame  againft  fuch  a  dif- 
tinguifhed  character.  However  the 
doctor  may  be  thought  to  be  mif- 
taken  in  fome  points,  his  various 
and  furprifing  labours,  in  the  cau.fe 
of  Science  and  literature,  will  tranf- 
mit  his  name  with  eminent  lultre 
to  poiterity,  when  the  criticifms  of 
an  ingenious  and  fpirited,  but  pe¬ 
tulant  Reviewer,  will  either  be  for¬ 
gotten  or  totally  d  {regarded. 

A  Mr.  Rowles  has  publifhed 
a  Remarks  on  Dr.  Priefth-y’s  Let¬ 
ters  to  Dr.  Horiley,”  the  chief  ob¬ 
ject  of  which  is,  the  dobtor’s  opi¬ 
nion  concerning  the  materiality  of 
the  living  principle  in  man,  Mr. 
Rowles  maintains  the  immateriality 
of  the  foul,  and  endeavours  to  ex- 
pofe  the  abfurdity  of  the  contrary 
dobtrine,  by  calling  wit  and  hu¬ 
mour  to  bis  aid,  as  well  as  reafon 
and  Scripture  ;  but  he  is  not  very 
expert  in  the  management  of  any 
of  thefe  different  weapons.  He  is 
an  advocate,  likewife,  for  certain 
points  of  orthodoxy,  which  forne 
of  Dr.  Priellley’s  warmeft  admirers 
will  efteem  of  much  more  doubtful 
deputation.  Whether  Mr.  Rowles 
be  right  or  wrong  in  his  politicos, 
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lie  will  fcarcely  be  e  (teemed  of  con- 
fequence  enough  to  merit  particular 
notice. 

Mr.  Wakefield’s  44  Enquiry  into 
the  Opinions  of  the  Chriftian  Wri¬ 
ters  of  the  three  firft  Centuries  con¬ 
cerning  the  Perfon  of  Chrift,”  is 
an  original  .work  upon  the  fubjeCt  ; 
and  has  no  reference  to  the  disputes 
carried  on  between  Dr.  Prieftley 
and  his  antagonifts.  Dr.  Prieftley, 
at  the  fame  time,  cannot  be  ani¬ 
mated  with  greater  zeal  .than  the 
■prefent  author  is,  to  demolifn  the 
iyftem  of  the  pre-exiftence  and  di¬ 
vinity  of  our  Saviour.  In  the  in¬ 
troduction  to  his  performance,  Mr. 
Wakefield  endeavours  to  drew,  firft, 
that  the  doctrine  of  a  Trinity  in 
Unity  is  not  mentioned,  or  im¬ 
plied  m  the  Old  Teft ament ;  and, 
Secondly,  that  the  Holy  Spirit qvas 
not  fuppofed  to  be  diftintt  from 
Clod  himfeif,  either  by  the  ancient 
jews  or  by  the  apoftles  ;  nor  is  he 
fpoken  of  as  a  diftindt  perfon  either 
in.  the  Gld  or  New  Teftament. 
The  Enquiry  itfelf  is  divided  into 
three  parts.  The  firft  is  defigned 
to  prove,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  not 
fpoken  or  conceived  of  as  the  fu- 
preme  God  of  Chriftians  by  the 
evangelifts,  whofe  opinions  are  par¬ 
ticularly  examined  according  to  the 
order  in  which  they  hand  in  the 
canon.  The  fecond  part  is  em¬ 
ployed  in  examining  the  epillolary 
writers  of  the  New  Teftament  ; 
and  the  third  confiders  the  opinions 
of  the  apollolical  fathers,  Barna¬ 
bas,  Hernias,  Clement,  Ignatius 
and  Polycarp,  relating  to  the  per¬ 
fon  of  Chrift.  Under  thefe  feve- 
ral  heads  Mr.,  Wakefield  difplays 
great  extent  of  learning,  and  no 
Jim  all  port  on  of  critical  difcern- 
ment.  He  is  a  confummat©  maf- 
ter  of  the  Greek  language,  and 
deeply  converfant  in  Grecian  lite¬ 
rature  ;  nor  is  he  inferifrbie  of  his 
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excellence  in  thefe  refpeCts.  In 
the  truth  and  goodnels  of  the 
caufe  in  which  he  is  engaged  he 
has  the  moll  perfect  confidence. 
We  have  formerly  had  occalion 
to  blame  Mr.  Wakefield  for  giv- 
ing  way  to  a  dogmatical  and  pe¬ 
tulant  fpirit ;  and  we  are  forry  to 
obferve  that  he  is  ilill  too  much 
actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit.  Why 
fhould  he  continue  to  injure 
his  reputation,  and  leffen  the 
efteem  of  mankind,  by  indulging 
the  ebullitions  of  arrogance  and 
conceit,  when,  if  he  would  unite 
modefty  with  dignity,  he  is  fo  well 
capable  of  fuftaining  an  illuftrious 
ftation  in  the  republic  of  letters  ? 
Two  volumes  more  will  probably 
be  neceftary  to  complete  the  au¬ 
thor’s  defign. 

44  A  Friendly  Dialogue,  between 
a  common  Unitarian  Chritlian  and 
an  Athanafian,”  is  a  republication, 
with  very  conliderable  alterations, 
of  a  tract  formerly  printed  by  Mr. 
Hopkins.  The  alterations  chiefly 
confift  in  the  exclufion  of  fuch 
pallages  as  were  favourable  to  the 
Arian  fyftem,  and  are  intended  to 
render  the  piece  more  ftridtly  Uni¬ 
tarian,  in  the  Socinian  fenfe  of  the 
word.  They  have  not  been  made 
by  the  original  author,  but  by  the 
prefent  editor,  whom  we  believe  to 
be  Dr.  Difney.  The  Chriftian 
temper  with  which  this  pamphlet 
is  written  will  be  pleating  to  every 
candid  and  liberal  mind. 

Mr.  Towgood’s  44  Grounds  of 
Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  briefly  ftated, 
and  (hewn  to  be  a  folid  Foundation 
for  Peace  and  joy  unlpeakable,”  is 
the  final  production  of  a  gentleman 
of  great  note  among  the  Proteftant 
Diffenters,  and  who  has  been  the 
prime  advocate  during  part  of  the 
prefent  century,  for  their  repara¬ 
tion  from  the  eftablifhed  church. 
Being  now  coniiderably  above  eighty 

years 
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years  of  age,  and  having  quitted  his 
paftoral  office,  which  he  had  long 
iuitained,  in  the  city  of  Exeter, 
with  thehigheft  reputation,  he  here 
takes  leave  of  his  people,  with  the- 
tvarmeit  fentiments  and  expreffions 
of  gratitude  and  affection,  and  ofters 
them  his  paternal  advice.  -  The  pie¬ 
ty,  zeal,  and  candour  with  "which 
his  performance  is  animated,  will 
be  edifying  to  every  reader,  and  can¬ 
not  fail  of  being  particularly  felt  by 
thofe  to  whom  it  is  more  immedi¬ 
ately  add  relied.  We  do  not  concur 
with  the  worthy  writer  in  every 
point  of  doCtrine  •  but  we  fliould 
efteem  ourfelves  ill  employed,  were 
we  tc  fpend  our  time  in  criticilms 
©n  a  traCt  which  is  in  general  fo  ex¬ 
cellent,  and  wnicK  difpiays  fo  pious 
and  benevolent  a  fpirit. 

To  Mr.  Pike’s  ct  Forms  for  Pub¬ 
lic  Devotions,”  we  have  not  been 
able  to  pay  a  very  peculiar  atten¬ 
tion.  They  were  intended  for  Lan- 
cafter  Chapel,  and  were  ufed  there 
for  a  little  time  ;  but  the  plan,  we 
are  informed,  did  not  lucceed.  It 
is  evident,  from  the  authorV  pre¬ 
face,  and  from  the  body  of  the 
work,  that  he  differs  coniiderably  in 
opinion  from  Mr.  Lindfey  ;  his 
fentiments  approaching  more  near¬ 
ly,  though  not  entirely,  to  the  com¬ 
mon  ffiandard  of  orthodoxy,  for 
the  fake  of  variety,  the  devotional 
fervices  are  four  in  number.  The 
prayers  appear  to  be  drawn  up  with 
great  ferioufnefs,  and  manifefl  a 
truly  Christian  temper.  From  the 
inaccuracy  and  confuiion  with  re¬ 
gard  to  punctuation,  which  may  be 
pbferved  in  the  dedication  and  the 
preface,  we  imagine  that  Mr.  Pike 
is  a  young  man,  or  at  lead  a  young 
writer,  who  is  not  yet  fufficiently 
verfed  in  the  mechanical  parts  of 
compofition. 

The  long  and  frequently  difputed 
queftien  concerning  Infant  Baptilin 
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has  been  lately,  in  feme  degree,  re¬ 
vived.  Mr.  Matthew  Henry,  the 
Expofitor,  an  eminent  Nonconfor- 
miit  Minifter  in  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  century,  and  whole 
works  are  held  in  high  efteem,  not 
only  by  numbers  of  the  Diflenters, 
but  among  many  pious  perfons  of 
other  denominations,  left  behind 
him  a  large  “  Treatife  on  Baptifm,” 
drawn  up  from  ancient  writers  with 
great  care  and  labour,  fairly  tran- 
feribed  with  his  own  hand,  and 
ready  for  the  prefs.  The  manu- 
feript,  after  having  lain  fe  verily 
years  in  obfeurity,  has  at  length 
been  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Robins,  home  time  fmee 
Divinity  tutor  in  the  Diffenting 
academy  at  Dave  11  try,  who  has  been 
prevailed  upon  to  undertake  the 
abridgment  of  the  former  part  0! 
the  treatife,  and  the  revifal  of  the 
whole,  in  order  to  its  publication 
in  a  fize  and  form  moil  likely  to  be 
acceptable  and  ufeful.  This  talk 
has  been  executed  with  no  final  1  de¬ 
gree  of  labour.  Mr.  Robins  has 
contracted  the  controversial  divihoa 
of  the  work  into  lefs  than  a  fourth, 
part  of  its  original  extent  ,*  and  be 
has  endeavoured  to  abridge  the 
practical  reflections  without  de'droy- 
ingthe  lymmctry,  fpirit,  and  popu¬ 
larity  of  the  whole.  The  feven 
chapters  into  which  this  perform¬ 
ance  is  divided,  have  the  following 
titles.  u  The  Nature  of  Baptifm 
u  The  Subjedts  of  Baptifm  ci  It’s 
Neceffity  and  Efficacy  c<  Of  the 
Circumitances  of  its  Adminiftpra- 
tion  “  Of  the  practical  improve¬ 
ment  of  our  own  Baptifm  Di¬ 

rections  to  Parents  concerning  that 
of  their  Children  u  Directions 
what  to  do  when  we  are  prefent 
where  the  Ordinance  of  Baptifm  is 
adminiftered.”  Any  production  of 
fo  popwlar  a  writer  as  Mr..  Henry 
will  And  a  number  of  readers,  efpe- 

cially 
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ctally  among  thofe  who  concur 
with  the  author  in  the  general 
drain  of  his  theological  fentiments. 

A  publication  of  fuch  confe- 
quence,  and  originally  proceeding 
from  fo  eminent  a  hand,  hath  awa¬ 
kened  the  zeal  of  the  Anti-Paedo- 
baptids.  Mr.  Jenkins  hath  at¬ 
tacked  it  with  vigour,  in  a  pamph¬ 
let,  entitled,  44  The  Incondftency 
of  Infant  ipriw  ling  with  Chriitian 
Baptifm,  with  religious  Ufefulnefs, 
and  with  Salvation  by  Chrid  alone. ” 
From  this  f  tie,  it  is  apparent  how 
ardent  Mr.  Jenkins  is  for  the  caufe 
he  hath  efpoufed.  The  points  he 
maintains,  in  fix  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  of  Mr.  Henry’s  Treatife,  are, 
that  what  is  called  Infant  Baptifm 
is  totally  incompatible  with  the  na¬ 
ture,  defign,  and  end  of  Baptifm, 
confidered  as  a  moral  inflitution  ; 
that  it  is  no  lefs  inconlifient  with 
the  explicit  defignation  of  the  or¬ 
dinance,  as  particularly  delineated 
in  Scripture;  that  there  is  no  pre¬ 
cept  to  enforce,  and  no  example  to 
iiiuftrate  the  practice  ;  that  it  is 
both  ufelefs,  and  of  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency  ;  and  that  immerfion  is  the 
only  fcriptural  mode  of  baptifm. 
The  injurious  refle&ions  cad  upon 
immerfion  by  Mr.  Henry  are 
drongly  animadverted  upon  by  the 
prefent  writer  ;  and,  indeed,  we  are 
furprized  that  the  propriety  of  fup- 
p'reding  them  did  not  occur  to  Mr. 
Robins. 

A  Mr.  Richards  is  fo  full  of  zeal 
again  11  the  pradice  of  Infant  Bap¬ 
tifm,  or  infant  Sprinkling,  as  he 
and  writers  of  the  fame  damp  choofe 
to  call  it,  that  he  makes  it  the  prime 
objefl  of  his  animadverfion  and  fa- 
tire,  in  his  44  Hiflory  of  Antichrid,, 
or  Free  Thoughts  on  the  Corrup¬ 
tions  of  Chridianity*R  This  au¬ 
thor  has,  likewife,  been  engaged  in 
a  controverfy  upon  the  fubjedt  with 


a  Mr.  Carter.  We  have  had  no 
leifure  to  attend  to  their  difputes. 

Mr.  Booth,  in  his  44  Pcedobap- 
tifm  examined,  on  the  Principles, 
Conceilions,  and  Reafonings  of  the 
mod  learned  Pcedobaptitls,”  hath 
fhewn  that  he  is  a  powerful  advo¬ 
cate  for  the  pradlice  of  adult  Bap¬ 
tifm.  He  has  entered  deeply  into 
the  fubject ;  and,  from  a  very  ex  fen- 
five  reading,  has  collected  together 
a  large  number  of  paflages,  wherein 
the  friends  of  Infant  Baptifm  have, 
in  one  form  or  other,  given  up  the 
arguments  on  which  it  is  founded, 
t  he  advantage  which  Mr.  Booth 
believes  himfelf  to  have  gained,  is 
pufhed  by  him  with  great  vigour ; 
but  we  fhould  have  been  much  bet¬ 
ter  pleaded  with  him  if  he  had  con¬ 
ducted  his  attack  with  lefs  feverity, 
and  if  he  had  been  lefs  under  the 
influence  of  narrow  and  bigotted 
principles. 

In  this  and  the  preceding  year, 
there  has  been  a  llight  revival  of 
the  controverfy  between  the 
Church  of  England  and  the  Prote- 
dant  Didenters.  Mr.  Newton,  a 
clergyman  in  the  metropolis,  of  a 
Methodi [Heal  cad,  wrote,  in  1783, 
a  Trad!,  entitled,  44  Apologia, u 
which  was  intended  to  vindicate  his 
quitting  the  Nonconformids,  with 
whom  he  had  originally  been  in 
communion,  and  his  receiving  ho¬ 
ly  orders  according  to  the  eftabliih- 
ed  forms.  This  pamphlet,  being 
out  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  our 
reading,  entirely  efcaped  our  notice 
at  the  time  of  its  publication;  but  we 
have  lince  heard  that  it  excited  no 
fmall  degree  of  attention  among  the 
Cal vini ideal  Didenters,  and  that  it 
was  deemed  a  formidable  attack 
upon  them.  Accordingly,  it  has 
been  thought  worthy  of  a  particu¬ 
lar  anfwer ;  and  this  hath  been 
given  to  it  by  a  Difienting  minifler, 

we 
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we  believe  of  fome  eminence,  in 
44  An  Apology,  and  a  Shield  for 
Protethmt  pillenters,  in  thele  Times 
of  In  liability  and  Milrepreienta- 
tion.”  There  is  fomething  ot  a 
quaintnefs  in  this  title,  which  does 
not  entirely  meet  with  our  appro¬ 
bation  ;  but  the  work  itfelf  is  the 
production  of  a  fenfible  man,  who 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  RibjeCt 
upon  which  he  writes,  and  who,  we 
doubt  not,  will  be  conftdered  as 
having  performed  a  fignai  piece  of 
fervice  to  that  part  of  the  Noncon- 
fbrmitls,  for  whom  it  was  more  im¬ 
mediately  defigned.  Neither  Mr. 
Newton  nor  his  anfwerer  have 
wholly  abstained  from  expreflions 
ef  feverity, which  might  better  have 
been  {pared. 

The  44  Directions  for  the  Student 
in  Theology”  come  from  a  writer 
who  is  well  qualified  for  giving 
theological  advice.  T  he  objects 
of  his  recommendation  arc,  the 
Greek  Te  ft  ament  and  the  Septua- 
gint ;  Homer,  Hefted,  and  fome 
other  principal  claffics  ;  Prideaux’s 
Connection,  Wilkins’s  Natural  Re¬ 
ligion,  Clarke’s  Difcourfes  on  the 
'  fame  RibjeCt,  Lardner’s  Credibility, 
and  Bifhop  Newcome’s  Life  ot 
Chrift  ;  the  ftudy  of  the  Hebrew 
Language,  without  points  ;  a  cri¬ 
tical"  ftudy  of  the  four  Gofpeis,  of 
the  ACts  of  the  ApolUes,  and  of  the 
Epiill.es  ;  the  Works  of  Jofephus  ; 
the  Fathers  of  the  fir  if,  fecond,  and 
third  centuries  ;  the  Chaldee,  Sy¬ 
riac,  and  other  oriental  langua¬ 
ges.  A.perfon  may  undoubtedly 
be  a  good  and  ufeful  minifter  of  the 
Gofpel  without  fuch  an  extent  of 
critical  knowledge :  but  iome  de¬ 
gree  of  It  he  ought  to  acquire  ;  and 
the  more  he  is  poilefted  of  it,  the 
more  will  hejdeferve  the  character 
of  a  fc rib e  well  inftruCted  in  the 
my  Africa  of  the  kingdom  oi  Elea- 
.ven. 
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The  writer  of  44  A  Letter  to  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  the  City  of 
Worceller,  from  the  late  Chaplain, 
of  that  Society,”  is  a  Mr.  Whar¬ 
ton,  who  here  Hates  the  motives 
which  induced  him  to  relinquish 
their  communion,  and  to  become  a 
member  of  the  Proteflant  Church. 
This  pamphlet  was  originally  print¬ 
ed  at  Philadelphia  ;  but  fome  copies 
of  it  which  were  fent  over  to  the 
author’s  friends  in  England,  hav¬ 
ing  been  fupprelied  from  a  princi¬ 
ple  of  bigotry,  he  has  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  republifh  it  in  London.  The 
reafons  he  has  affigned  for  quitting 
the  church  of  Rome  are  Rich  as  the 
adherents  of  that  church  wall  never 
be  able  to  anfwer.  We  are  pleafcd 
with  the  teftitnony  of  gratitude  and 
refpeCt,  which  Mr.  Whart  n  has 
paid  to  the  moral  character  of  the 
Jefuits,  among  whom  he  was  edu¬ 
cated.  Hoftile  as  we  have  ever 
been  to  the  general  principles  of 
that  body  of  men,  and  greatly  as 
we  have  detefted  the  condudt  of  fe- 
veral  individuals  among  them,  efpe- 
eially  in  former  times,  we  are  firmly 
perfuaded  that  their  late  diffolurion 
was  preceded  by  many  accufations 
and  charges,  which  w  e  either 
wholly  groundlcfs  or  unjuftly  ex¬ 
aggerated.  The  lofs  of  them,  in 
point  of  claffical  inftruCtion,  has, 
we  believe,  been  fenhbly  felt  in  ma¬ 
ny  Poplfh  countries. 

We  forgot  to  mention,  in  its  pro¬ 
per  place,  Mr.  E.  W.  Whitaker’s 
44  Difiertation  on  the  Prophecies  re¬ 
lating  to  the  final  Re  dotation  of 
the  jews.”  The  pofition  maintain¬ 
ed  by  the  author  is,  that  the  jews 
will  be  finally  ref! o red  to  their  own 
country,  where  they  will  fee  a  Ln,g 
age  of  profperity,  under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  God  and  his  Chrift,  If  Mr. 
Whitaker  liad  been  more  exaCt  and. 
critical  in  his  difcrimination  of  the 
various  predictions  which  he  has 

collwCted 


[224]  DOMESTIC  LITERATURE, 


col  levied  together,  he  might  have 
afforded  greater  fatisfadion  to  judi¬ 
cious  readers. 

-  1  \ 

The  Sermons  in  general  of  1784, 
do  not  make  fo  diftinguifhed  a  fi¬ 
gure  as  thofe  of  the  preceding  year  ; 
nor  do  they  admit  of  being  fo  com- 
modioufly  divided  into  fuch  as  were 
written  by  the  divines  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  church,  and  fuch  as  came 
from  the  hands  of  proteiiant  Dif- 
fenters.  We  fhall,  therefore,  take 
them  as  they  occur,  which,  for  the 
moil  part,  will  be  in  the  order  of 
publication.  Dr.  Henry  Hunter 
lias  printed  another  volume  of  his 
44  Sacred  Biography,”  containing 
eighteen  difcourfes  on  the  hiftoty 
of  Ifaac,  Jacob,  Jofeph,  and  Mofes. 
On  the  character  of  thefe  difcourfes 
there  is  the  lefs  occalion  to  fpeak, 
as  in  bur  laft  Regiiler  we  were  call¬ 
ed  upon  to.  deliver  our  fentiments 
concerning  the  ingenious  author. 
We  then  gave  teftimony  to  the  per- 
fpicuity,  force,  and  fpirit,  with 
which  he  writes,  and  to  the  ufeful- 
nefs  and  popularity”  cf  his  defign. 
The  fame  tribute  of  approbation  is. 
due  to  the  prefent  volume. 

Mr.  Pu  cival  Stoekdale,  who  is 
known  to  the  world  in  the  charader 
of  a  poet  and  critic,  as  well  as  of  a 
divine,  has  published  u  Sermons 
on  important  and  interefting  Sub¬ 
jects.”  The  praife  of  ingenuity 
and  vivacity  will  never  be  denied  to 
this  author,  and  the  tendency  of  his 
difcourfes  is  moral,  practical,  and 
ufeful.  At  the  fame  time,  he  in¬ 
dulges  to  fome  eccentricities  in  his 
mode  of  writing,  which  every  read¬ 
er  may  not  approve,  but  which  he 
himfelf  probably  regards  as  likely 
to  add  to  the  fpirit  and  acceptance 
of  his  compofitions.  Should  he 
change  his  fentiments  upon  this 
head,  what  fome  perfons  efteem  ae 
faults  will  eafily  be  avoided. 


Mr.  Robinfon  of  Cambridge  has 
at  length  completed,  in  five  vo¬ 
lumes,  his  tranflation  of -.-.San tin's 
Sermons.  On-  Monfieur  Saurin’s 
literary  character,  as  it  is  already  fo 
well  known  to  moft  of  our  readers, 
we  need  not  expatiate.  That  he 
was  a  moft  eminent  preacher,  that 
he  poffeiTed  great  elegance  and  great 
eloquence  will  not  be  difouted.  Se- 
veral  of  his  difcourfes  rife  to  a  high 
degree  of  excellence,  and  many  paf- 
f.iges  in  them  are  very  linking  and 
fublime.  But  whilft  we  fincerely  ' 
join  in  all  this  applaufe,  we  mull  be 
indulged  in  faying,  that  they  are  not 
in, every  reiped  exadly  fuited  to  dur 
tafte.  Indeed,  we  never  met  with 
any  French  fermons  that  full j  com¬ 
ported  with  a  genuine  Englifh.  un- 
derflanding.  Am  id  ft  a  variety  of 
admirable  and  brillian  flrokes,  there 
is  ufually  fomething  in  them  of  falie 
refinement  or  extravagance,  at 
which  found  judgment  recoils.  In 
Saurin  we  are  not  always  latisned 
either  with  his  fentiments  or  me¬ 
thod.  However,  we  rejoice  that 
Mr.  Robinfon  has  put  him  into  the 
power  of  thofe  who  were  not  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  original  ;  and 
think  that  herein  he  has  performed 
an  important  fervice  to  the  caufe  of 
p radical  Chriftisnity.  The  value 
of  the  prefent  publication  is  not  a 
little  enhanced  by  the  traiitlator’s 
fketch  of  the  ftate  of  religion  in 
France  till  the  revocation  of  the 
edid  of  Nantz,  by  his  memoirs  of 
Monfieur  Saurin’s  life,  and  by  his 
prefaces  to  the  different  volumes. 

The  third  volume  of  Dr.  Walk¬ 
er’s  pradical  Sermons  is  a  pofthu- 
mons  publication.  The  dodor, 
who  died  in  1783,  was  one  of  the 
minifters  of  the  High  Church  of 
Edinburgh,  and  a  colleague  with 
Dr.  Blair.  To  the  elegancies  and 
refinements  of  competition,  by 
which  the  latter  gentleman  has  ob¬ 
tained 
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fained  ib  much  reputation,  our  au¬ 
thor  never  arrived.  But  he  is  laid 
to  have  been  fuperior  to  his  partner 
in  a  natural,  unaffected,  and  grace¬ 
ful  delivery.  The  difcourfes  now 
publiflied  are  well  calculated  for  the 
general  edification  of  Chriffian 
readers. 


Of  Downes’s  u  Sermons  on  va¬ 


rious  Subjects,”  we  can.  only  fpeak 
fpom  the  info.mation  of  others. 
The  char  after  given  of  them  is, 
that  they  are  written  in  a  peripieu- 
ous  ityle,  that  they  are  adapted  to 
common  capacities,  and  that  they 
•are  fitted  to  promote  real  religion. 


Mr.  White’s  Sermons,  conta  lin¬ 
ing  a  view  of  Chrifiianity  and  Ma- 


hometanifrn,  in  their  hiffory,  the.r 
evidence,  and  their  effects,  confH- 
tuteThe  prime  publication  of  the 
year,  in  that  fpecies  of  compoiition 


on  which  we  are  now 


treating. 


They  were  preached  before  the  Lm- 
veriity  of  Oxford,  at  the  lecture 
founded  bv  Mr.  Hampton,  and  have 
conferred  peculiar  glory  on  that*  in - 
jftitution.  Mr.  White  was  very 
happy  in  chooiing  for  his  fubjedt  a 
companion  between  Chriftianity 
and  M ahometanifm ,  being  a  iubiedt 
curious  and  important  in  itfelf,  and 
which  he  was  eminently  qualified  to 
manage,  by  his  knowledge,  of  ori¬ 
ental  literature,  of  which  he  had  al¬ 
ready  afforded  feveral  linking*  proofs 
so  the  public,  and  thereby  testified 
how  ably  he  fu (fains  tire  character 
of  Archbiihop  Laud’s  pcofciibr  of 
Arabic.  The  difeourfes,  which  are 


of  great  length,  are  nine  in  number. 
The  fir  ft  opens  the  plan;,  the  fe~ 
cond  confiders  the  hilfory  of  Ma¬ 
homet;- nifm,  and  the  third  that  of 
Chriftianity  ;  in  the  fourth  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  Mahomet  is  difplayed,  and 
the  fifth  deferibes  the  life  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  Chriit  ;  the  lixth  and  fe- 
venth  relate  to  the  external  evi¬ 


dence  pf  the  Mahometan  and  Chrit- 
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tian  Religions  ;  in  the  eighth,  the 
internal  evidences  of  theie  two  re¬ 
ligions  are  compared  ;  and  the  ninth 
reprefents  the  contrary  effects  of 
Mahometanifm  and  Chriftianity. 
rI  hefe  feveral  topics  are  difcuiled 
with  eminent  ability  ;  and  the  con¬ 
trail  which  is  drawn  between  the 
character  of  the  Arabian  Prophet 
and  the  character  of  our  Saviour  is 
admirably  conducted.  Mr.  White 
is  entitled  to  great  praife,  not  only 
for  his  fentimepts  and  his  reafoning* 
but  alfo  for  his  language.  The 
compoiition  is  highly  polifhed,  the 
periods  are  finely  turned  and  round¬ 
ed,  and  (Length  and  splendour  are- 
combined  with  ,  elegance  of  ityle. 
3f  our  ingenious  and  learned  pro- 
feifor  had  treated  on  Ids  fubjefit 
without  ever  introducing  any  of  the 
myftsrious  and  difputable  doctrines, 
concerning  which  theMnolt  upright 
and  zealous  friends  of  revelation 
widely  differ,  his  work  would  have 
been  more  valuable,  and  more  fitted 
to  be  handed  down  with  approba¬ 
tion  to  poiierity.  No  temporary 
or  extraneous  matter  should  have 
been  admitted  into  fuch  a  work.  It 
lhoa Id  have  contained  nothing  that 
favours  of  particular  fy items,  no-, 
thing  but  what  relates  to  our  corn- 

O 

mon  Chriftianity,  and  the  different 
kinds  of  evidence  on  which  the 
Gofpel  and  the  Alcoran  are  found¬ 
ed.  We  cannot  help  informing 
pur  readers  of  the  fuccefs  which  has 
attended  Mr.  White’s  Sermons. 
Notwithilanding  their  length,  when 
he  preached  them  before  the  Univer- 
fity  of  Oxford,  St.  Mary’s  Church 
was  prodigioufly  crowded.  An  edi¬ 
tion  of  a  thou  fund  copies  was  lpeedi- 
ly  fold.  A  feeond  impreftion  of  two 
thou  land  has  been  printed,  and 
meets  with  a  very  rapid  Tale.  The 
author  has  acquired  both  honour 
and  profit  ;  and  we  doubt  not  but 
that  he  will  receive  forne  mark  of 
P  fareur 
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'  favour  from  the  Archbifliop  of 
Canterbury,  for  the  fervice  he  has 
done  to  the  Chriftian  caui'e. 

Though  the  lingle  Sermons  of  the 
year  have  been  very  numerous,  and 
many  of  them  appear  to  be  excel¬ 
lent,  it  doth  not  comport  with  our 
plan  to  give  them  a  didinSt  confide  - 
ration.  If  v\e  take  the  liberty  of 
mentioning  a  few  of  them  in  a  more 
particular  manner,  this,  it  is  hoped, 
will  not  be  regarded  as  done  with 
a  delign  of  difparaging  the  reft  : 
nothing  can  be  farther  from  our 
view>  No  one  will  be  offended 
with  our  paying  a  peculiar  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fermon  preached  by  Dr. 
Watfon,  Bifhop  of  Landaff,  before 
‘the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
in  the  Abbey  Church  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1784. 
It  is  a  mafterly  difcourle  on  divine 
providence,  and  is  the  refult  ot 
wifdom,  philofophy,  and  piety. 
Such  thirtieth  of  January  Sermons 
are  not  the  production  of  every  di¬ 
vine,  or  of  every  bifhop. 

Mr.  Peckardls  44  Piety,  Benevo¬ 
lence,  and  Loyalty  recommended,” 
a  difcourfe  preached  before  the 
Univerlity  of  Cambridge,  on  the 
fame  day,  is  worthy  of  the  reputa¬ 
tion  the  ayithor  h  3  obtained  by  his 
former  compofttions,  which,  though 
not  numerous,  are  valuable,  and  all 
of  which  are  calculated  to  fupport 
the  caufe  of  Chri Ilian  liberty  and 
rational  religion.  We  are  forty  to 
find  it  declared  by  the  worthy  au¬ 
thor,  that  the  committing  the  pre- 
fent  fermon  to  the  prefs  will  in  all 
probability  he  the  laft  public  a £1  of 

'  Lis  life.  The  courfeof  nature,  his 
advance  in  years,  the  indications 
which  he  perceives  of  declining 
ftrength,  all,  he  fays,  indicate  to 
him  that  his  continuance  cannot  be 
of  long  duration.  He  has  our  wifh- 
es  that  he  may,  for  years  to  come, 
be  able  to  cany  on  the  good  defigns 
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to  which  his  time  and  his  Undies 
have  always  been  devoted. 

Two  other  lingle  Sermon  ,  which, 
from  the  lpirit,  ability,  and  learning 
with  which  they  are  wiitten,  are 
entitled  to  diftingu  filed  notice, 
were  both  of  them  delivered  on 
occahon  of  the  primary  viiitation 
of  the  Bifhop  of  Norwich.  The 
fir  ft  was  preached  in  the  cathedral 
church  of  that  city,  by  Mr.  Howes, 
and  the  fecond  at  Bury  St,  Ed¬ 
munds,  by  Mr.  Derby,  Mr. 
Howes  is  underflood  to  be  the 
wr.ter  of  a  vai liable  publication, 
entitled  44  Critical  Obfervations 
upon  Authors,  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern,”  which  came  out  oecafionaliy 
in  numbers,  and  have  been  fince 
collected  together. 

The  appointment  of  a  day  of 
public  thankfgiving,  on  account  of 
the  late  peace  gave  rife,  of  courfe, 
to  the  appearance  of  a  number  of 
Sermons  from  the  prefs.  Of  thefe 
the  moft  diftinguifhed  that  came 
from  the  divines  of  the  Eftablilhed 
Church  leem  to  have  been  the  Bi» 
fliop  of  St,  David’s  before  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  Dr,  Prettyman’s 
before  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
Dr.  Burnaby’s  at  Greenwich. 
Among  the  Diflenters  the  difeourfes 
of  Mr.  Walker  at  Nottingham,  and 
of  Mr.  Cappe,  at  York,  claim  the 
pre-eminence.  Both  thefe  difeour¬ 
fes  difplay  a  great  fulnefs  of  fenti- 
ment  and  an  uncommon  energy  of 
expreffion.  The  authors  of  them 
have  more  than  once  before  appear¬ 
ed  before  the  public  on  occafton  of 
the  American  war,  to  which  they 
were  zealous  enemies,  having  been 
diffatisfied  both  with  the  principles 
and  the  policy  on  which  that  war 
was  conducted. 

Under  the  head  of  Metaphyfical 
publications,  the  ftrft  place  is  Un¬ 
doubtedly  due  to  Lord  Monboddo. 

1  his 
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Tills  gentleman  hath  prefented  to  the 
learned  world  the  third  volume  of  his 
“  Ancient  Meraphyiics:,  containing 
the  Hillary  and  Philolophy  of  Men  ; 
with  a  preface,  containing  the  Hil¬ 
ton  of  Antient  Philolophy,  both  in 
ancient  and  later  Times. ”  Three 
dmertations  are  alfo  annexed,  upon 
the  following  fubjedhs  :  i.  Confir¬ 
mations  and  i  luiirations  of  what 
has  been  laid  in  the  preceding  vo¬ 
lumes  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  Allro- 
m  my,  2.  An  enquiry  into  the 
principle  of  the  motion  of  bodies 
unorganized.  3.  The  difference 
between  man  and  brute  farther  llu- 
.11  rated  and  explained,  with  addition¬ 
al  f  a  A  3  an  d  ob  fe  r  vat  i  <  >  n  s  e  o  n  c  e  r  n  i  n  g 
the  Oman  Outang  and  Peter  the 
wi:d  boy.  The  prefent  work  is  di¬ 
vided  into  two  books,  the  firil  of 
which  confide  is  the  feveral  fubdan- 
ces  of  which  man  is  compofed,  and 
particularly  the  vegetable  part  of 
his  compofition  ;  and  the  fecond, 
which  includes  airnoll  the  whole  of 
the  volume,  treats  on  the  animal 
part  of  the  compofition  of  man. 
Our  opinion  concerning  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  this  writer  was  given,  fome- 
■  what  at  large,  in  our  Annual  Re* 
gider  tor  1783  ;  and  we  adhere  to 
the  etlimate  which  was  then  formed 
by  us  of  his  intelleiUial  and  lite¬ 
rary  talents.  The  volume  before 
us  is  entitled  to  the  fame  approba- 
t  on  and  the  fame  cenfure  which 
have  been  bellowed  by  the  moil  ju¬ 
dicious  critics  on  the  preceding  vo¬ 
lumes.  Sorry  we  are  to  fay,  that 
the  cenfure  mud  far  exceed  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  work  now  publifli- 
ed.  The  preface,  containing  th'e  hif- 
tory  of  Anc  ent  Philolophy,  is  the 
mod  indruAive  and  entertaining 
part.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is  by  no 
means  unexceptional  le,  as  our 
readers  will  ealily  judge,  when 
they  are  informed  that  Lord  Mon- 
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boddo  believes  Pythagoras  to  have 
been  fomething  between  God  and 
Man,  a  fuperior  intelligence  inha¬ 
biting  fuch  a  body  as  ours.  That 
hie  lorddiip  hr s  read  a  great  deal  ot 
Greek  Philofophy,  cannot  be  de¬ 
nied  ;  and  when  he  limply  confines 
himfelf  to  hidorical  fa£ts,  in  his  ac¬ 
count  of  the  principles  and  fyderns 
of  the  ancient  Metaphyficians,  he 
merits  attention.  Bur  hss  extrava¬ 
gant  applaufes  of  them,  and  his  bi¬ 
goted  adherence  to  their  didinc- 
tions  mud  be  condemned.  Indeed, 
we  fealyely  ever  met  with  an  in¬ 
dance  in  which  learning  was  more 
completely  divorced  from  good 
fenfe.  The  author’s  abfurdiries 
are  furpriling,  and  his  credulity 
highly  ridiculous.  We  had  a  de- 
fign  of  infeiting,  in  the  mifcellane- 
ous  depar  ment  of  our  Regider, 
what  he  hath  advanced  concerning 
the  varieties  of  men.  But  the  pad* 
fage  Is  fo  rifible,  that  we  were  ap- 
prehenlive  our  readers  would  not 
imagine  that  we  were  exhibiting 
the  ferious  opinions  of  the  writer. 
The  extract  would  have  looked 
like  an  attempt  at  wit  and  humour, 
which  was  certainly  no  part  of 
Lord  Monboddo’s  intention.  fo 
far  are  we  froribheing  enemies  to 
the  ancient  philofophet  s,  that  we 
have  a  lincere  veneration  for  them, 
vvifli  them  to  be  cloddy  dudied,  and 
are  perl’uaded  that  excellent  life 
may  be  m  d e  of  their  works.  But 
may  not  all  this  be  done  without 
idolizing  them,  without  thinking 
that  they,  and  they  alone,  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  whole  of  truth  ? 
May  not  all  this,,  be  done  without 
neglecting  and  defpifmg  the  difeo- 
veries  and  reafoninps  of  the  mo¬ 
derns  ?  A  real  admiration  of  the 
ancients  is  perfectly  confident  with 
paying  the  proper  tribute  of  relpeft 
to  the  wifdom  and  l'cience  of  later 
ages.  Lord  Monboddo  Teems  to 
P  2  hope . 


/ 


[**&]  p  O  M  E  S  T  I  C  L 

hope  that  the  AiilMtdhm  philofo- 
phy  will  again  become  predomi- 
ment  in  England.  It  may,,  per¬ 
haps,  be  die ri Ihed  by  a  few  inge¬ 
nious  men,  with  a  view  oi  attain¬ 
ing  dome  theological  purpoies  :  but 
.the  dominion  of  the  ichool-men,  to 
any  great  degree  of  extent,  is  over. 
It  cannot  Hand  againft  the  keen  at¬ 
tacks  of  liberal  and  philofophi'cal 
enquiry.  Ancient  and  modern  li¬ 
terature*  we  ferult,  will  go  hand  in 
hand  together,,  and  be  accompanied 
with  that  good  fenfe„ot  the  want  of 
which  our  author  has  let  us  a  de¬ 
plorable  example*.  During  a  vifit 
which  he  lately  made  to  London, 
an  inilance  of  his  fupreme  contempt 
for  the  moft  eminent  writers  of  this 
age  appeared  in  a  large  company 
where  we  happened  to  be  preknt. 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  being  the  lub- 
jeCt  of  converfation,  Lord  Mon- 
boddo  afferted  that  his  name  would 
foon  die.  For  our  part-,  we  do  not 
regard  the  memory  of  Dr.  [ohnion 
with  that  idolatrous  adoration  which 
has  recently  been  paid  to  it  by  foiiie 
of  his  fond  admirers.  We  think 
that  he  was  narrow  and  contracted 
in  his  religious  and  political  ienti- 
ments,  and  that  his  works  have  their 
faults  as  well  as  their  excellencies. 
Neverthelefs,  it  would  be  the  refult 
of  the  mod  contemptible  ignorance, 
or  the  mod  contemptible  bigotry, 
to  lay  that  he  is  not  a  great  and  di- 
ilmguiilied  writer,  who  has  reflect¬ 
ed  honour  on  his  age  and  country. 
His  Dictionary,  his  Rambler,  his 
RafTehis,  his  Imitations  of  Juvenal, 
his  Lives  of  the  Poets,  will  alwavs 
allert  his  claim  to  that  character. 
1'hefe  productions  of  Dr.  Johnfon 
will  be  read  with  improvement  and 
applaufe,  when  Lo  rd  Mon  boddo 's 
volumes  of  Ancient  Metaphyfics 
are  coniigned  to  the  dull  of  libra- 
ries.  This  we  apprehend  to  be  a 
fate  which  fpeeciily  awaits  them. 
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However,  we  do  not  deny  that  they 
may  ufefully  be  confulted  as  an  h L 
lloncal  repoiitory  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  Grecian  Philofophy,  whild  the 
conclufiqns  drawn  from  them,  and 
the  pertinacity  with  which  thefe 
conciuhons  are  maintained,  will  be 
totally  d-ili  egarded. 

An  t4  Eliay  on  the  Immortality 
of  the  Soul,5’  is  in  aniwer  to  Miv 
H  u  m  e .  T he  auth  or  1  ay  s  great  If  re  fs 
on  an  axiom,  admitted  by  that  wit¬ 
ter,  that  nature  does  nothing  in 
vain.  Upon  this  principle  our  ef~ 
fayid  concludes,  that  file  would  not 
have  given  us  an  unbounded  love 
for  happinefsj  together  with  ideas 
of  all  kinds  and  degrees  of  happi¬ 
nefs,  if  Rich  happinefs  and  degrees 
of  happinefs  did  not  ex  ill,  or  were 
not  attainable.  We  imagine  that 

—  a  o 

this  mode  of  reafomng  may  appear 
in  cone  lu  live  to  fome  who  are  far 
from  agreeing  with  Air.  Hume  in 
his  infidelity*  At  the  fame  time, 
we  receive  picafure  from  everv  at¬ 
tempt  to  prove  that  the  doctrine  of 
a  future  date  is  conformable  to  the 
belt  dictates  of  the  human  mind. 

There  is  no  fubject  on  which  Mr. 
Locke  was  generally  thought  more 
completely  to  have  obtained  the  ad¬ 
vantage,  than  in  his  attack  upon 
innate  ideas  So  deciiive  was  the 
victory,  that,  when  the  doctrine 
came  to  be  much  exploded,  that 
part  of  the  44  ElTay”  concerning 
human  underfhmding,  which  was 
employed  in  confuting  it,  was  found, 
in  conlequence  of  being  deemed  no 
longer  necellary,  tedious  and  dif- 
agreeable  to  read.  Mr.  Locke’s 
difeuilion  of  the  quefiion  has,  how¬ 
ever,  occasionally  been  animadvert¬ 
ed  upon  ;  and  we  have  obferved  of 
late  years,  efpcciallv  among  the  fen- 
t  internal  philofophers,  fome  tenden¬ 
cy  to  recur  to  the  old  fyftem.  This 
object  is  purfued  in  the  44  Review 
of  Locke’s  Denial  of  innate  Ideas.” 

,  .  '  1  It 
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It  was  long  ago  obferved  by  Prd- 
fefihr  Hutchefon  ot  Glafgow,  that 
the  dodtrine  of  innate  ideas  is  by 
no  means  neccilarv  to  the  admiiiion 
or  innate  principles. 

The  deiign.  of  u  A  Plain,  and 
Concile  Apology  for  the  Pern  nil:  on 
oi  Natural  and  Moral  Evils  in  a 
State  of  Trial,5”  is  pious,  judi¬ 
cious,  and  ufeful.  It  is  fuliicient, 
-the  author  thinks,  to  prove  that 
•every  work  of  God  Is  periedl  in  its 
kind,  and  complete  with  refpeft  to 
its  prefent  ends  and  purpofes  ;  and 
he  endca-  ours  to  ihew  that  this 
world,  as  a  Rate  of  probation,  is 
adapted  in  every  view  to  its  ulti¬ 
mate  obje’dh  Such  fentiments  are 
W  ell  calculated  to  iil&nce  our  com¬ 
plaints  agaiuft  divine  Providence, 
and  to  enrfage  ns  to  full  aim  xhitfi 
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■dignity  the  fevefal  trials  to  which 
■our  integrity  may  .be  expoied. 

In  direcfrnr  -our  attention  to  the 

O 

objects  of  government  and  law,  we 
ye  10  ice  in  an  opportunity  of  teftify- 
fng  our  regard'  to  io- eminent  and 
yefpectahle  a  -writer  .as  Dr,  Adam 
'Smith.  His  ^  Inquiry  into  the 
Nature  and  Can  res  of  the  Wealth 
of  Nations,”  is  one  of  the  heft 
productions  to  which  this  or  any 
© t h e r  co u n t ry  has  g i ye  11  birth.  W e 
“entirely  agree  wkh  the  eulogium 
which  has  been  pronounced  upon 
it,  that  it  is  a  work  which  will, 
probably,  in  future  times,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  political  faience,  as  the 
■firft  juft  and  fyllematic  account, 
that  has  appeared  in  any  language, 
•of  the  principles'  of  public  oeco- 
yiomv,  and  the  phrenomcna  of  com¬ 
mercial  Hates.  A  third  edition  of 
this  great  work  in  three  volumes., 
octavo,  is  now  publifhed,  and  the 
author  hath  incrcafed  its  value  by 
.Several  important  additions,  which 
are  the  reliilt  of  clofe  and  diligent 
i  uvdligatron  and  reflection.  The 


fuhjedts  chiefly  difcuiled,  are,  the 
State  of  Commerce  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  4  the  K fleets  of 
the  Bounty  on  Corn ;  that  011  the 
White  Herring  Fifhery,  and  other 
Bounties  ;  the  Reft ridians  and  Pro¬ 
hibitions  reined:  ting  the  Materials 
of  Mandfadture, particularly  Wool ; 
and  regulated  and  joint-hock  Com¬ 
panies,  Under  the  la  ft  head.  Dr. 
Smith  has  given  an  Account  of  the 
Hamburgh,  the  Ruffian,  the  Fall- 
•land,  the  Turky,  the  AffTtan,  and 
the  Kail- India  Companies  Mbs 
View  of  the  Hiftory  and  Prelent 
State  of  the  Ea  It -India  Company, 
is  peculiarly  inltruciive.  For  the 
advantage  of  the  purchafers  of  the 
two  former  impreffions  of  our  au-- 
thoGs  work,  the  corrections  and 
additions  are  fcparatcly  printed  in. 
quarto, 

Wight’s  u  Inquiry  into  thy  R’ i e 
and  Progrefs  of  Parliament,  chiefly 
-in  Scotland,  and  a  complete  Syftera 
of  the  Law  concerning  the  Elections 
of  the  Representatives  from  Scot¬ 
land  to  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,”  we  have  not  had  leiliire 
.to  examine  wkh  that  attention 
which  fo  large  a  publication  might 
feem  to  require..  We  are,  how¬ 
ever,  competent  to  declare,  that 
we  by  no  means  agree  with  him  in 
what  he  has  advanced  concerning 
the  origin  and  conftkution  ot  the 
English  parliament.  Fie  concurs 
too  much  with  Dr.  Brady,  a  wri¬ 
ter,  who,  though  able,  learned, 
and  in  dull  rious.  was  hindered  by 
-his  narrow  principles,  and  interest- 
ged  views,  from  examining  the  ftib- 
feet  with  due  impartiality.  We 
have  obferved,  with  cliflatisfaAion, 
that  the  generality  of  North  Bri~ 
tifh  writers  reft  principally  upon 
Brady  as  an  authority,  though 
his  errors  and  mifreptelenfationS 
have  fo  often  been  expofed,  by 
men  whole  knowledge  and  litera¬ 
ls  j  tu re 
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ture  entitle  them  to  a  careful  pe¬ 
nt  LI.  Dr.  Gilbert  btuart  is  an 
eminent  exception  to  the  cenfure 
we  have  palled  upon  fome  of  his 
countrymen.  With  the  rife  and 
prog  refs  of  the  parliament  of  Scot- 


difdains  a  reply.  Accordingly,  his 
pamphlet  was  foon  followed  by 
44  Some  other  Thoughts  on  a  Par-? 
liamentary  Reform,55  and  by  44  An 
Anfwer  to  Thoughts  on  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Reform.”  Major  Cart- 


land,  we  are  not  fufficiently  ac-  wright,  the  firenuous  advocate  for 


quainted  to  give  a  decided  opi¬ 
nion  from  our  own  original  in¬ 
quiries.  But  the  fentiments  upon 
that  head  which  we  have  derived 
from  an  attentive  reading  of  Dr. 
Gilbert  Stuart’s  various  and  im¬ 
portant  works,  can  only  be  eradffi 
cated  by  Wronger  evidences  than 
have  yet  fallen  under  our  inflec¬ 
tion.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
of  Mr,  Wight’s  determinations  as 
an  antiquary,  we  underhand  that 
the  profeffional  part  of  his  perform¬ 
ance  is  entitled  to  the  highelb 
praifes.  His  fyffiem  of  the  law 
concerning  the  elections  of  the 
'reprefentatives  from  Scotland  to  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  is  com¬ 
plete,  and  cannot  fail  of  eminently 
conducing  to7  the  purpofes  for 
which  it  is  more  immediately  in¬ 
tended. 

The  grand  queftion  concerning 
the  neceffity  and  expediency  of  a 
reform  in  parliament,  has  been 
carried  011  in  various  publications. 
Mr.  Soatne  Jenyns,  who  always 
writes  with  elegance  and  vivacity, 
and  fometimes  with  wit,  and  who 
ufually  employs  thefe  qualities  in 
pppolition  to  the  belt  interests  of 
mankind,  has  a  (fumed  the  pen  on 
the  prefent  occalion.  In  a  fhort 
tradf,  entitled,  44  Thoughts  on  a 
Parliamentary  Reform,”  he  has 
treated  the  whole  matter  as  abfurd, 
ridiculous,  and  impracticable,  and 
feems  to  dread  nothing  fo  much  as 
an  independent  houfe  of  commons. 
However  defective  Mr.  Jenyns 
may  be  in  argument,  the  fpirit  of 
his  competitions  never  permits  them 
|o  fall  into  that  contempt  which 


equal  and  uni  verbal  representation, 
has  appeared  with  great  vigour  in 
the  controverfy.  His  44  Internal 
Evidence,  or,  An  Inquiry  how  far 
Truth  and  the  Christian  Religion 
have  been  confulted  by7  the  Aui 
thor  of  44  Thoughts  on  a  Parlia¬ 
mentary  Reform,”  is  directed  to 
three  points.  Firft,  the  major  de¬ 
lineates  the  character  of  the  author 
of  the  Chrillian  Religion,  and 
the  character  of  the  author  of 
44  Thoughts  on  a  Parliamentary 
Reform?”  Secondly,  he  dates  the 
end  propofed  to  himfelf  by  each 
of  thole  authors  •  and  laflly,  the 
means  which  each  has  employed  to 
promote  the  end  in  view.  Though 
w-e  cannot  mention  every  publica¬ 
tion  upon  the  fubjeCt,  we  mutt  not 
omit  44  An  Effay  on  Parliamentary 
Reprefentation,  and  the  Magi  Pira¬ 
cies  of  our  Boroughs  Royal ;  (hew¬ 
ing,  that  the  Abufes  at  prefent 
complained  of  refpeCting  both, 
are  late  Deviations  from  our  C011- 
ftitution,  as  well  as  from  common 
Senfe  •  and  the  Neceffity  of  a 
lpeedy  Reform.55  This  traCt,  which 
has  a  particular  reference  to  the 
-ffiate  of  Scotland,  is  the  refult  t of 
deep  enquiry,  and  will  carry  con-? 
viCtion  with  it  to  the  difeerning 
and  impartial  reader.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  opinion  that  a  reform 
of  parliament  is  in  fome  degree 
neceffary,  though  it  produces  no 
violent  agitation  in  the  public 
mind,  feems  gradually  to  be  gain¬ 
ing*  ground,  and  may  in  time  be 
productive  of  considerable  effects. 
Unlefs  fuch  an  opinion  had  ob¬ 
tained  an  extenfive  ipread,  it  would 

i'carcely 
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fcarcely  have  been  fupported  by  a 
prime  minuter.  Whatever  the  de- 
claimers  againll  innovation  may  af- 
feit,  the  improved  and  improving 
•Irate  cf  ioeiety  will  require  cor- 
reipondent  alterations.  When  evils 
are  deeply  felt,  they  mu  ft  be  reme¬ 
died,  or  worle  coniequences  enfue. 
In  faff,  the  introduction  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  the  eftabiifti- 
ment  of  it  by  the  emperor  Con- 
ftantine,  the  reception  of  it  in  this 
country,  the  Reformation  in  Ger¬ 
many,  the  Reformation  in. England, 
the  Revolution,  in  fhort,  the  feve- 
veral  additions  that  have  been 
made,  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
religious,  the  civil,  the  commer¬ 
cial  advantages  of  mankind,  all 
have  arifen  from  the  doctrine  of 
innovation. 

The  trial  of  the  dean  of  St, 
Afaph  was  a  very  important  event 
with  regard  to  conlHtutional  liber¬ 
ty.  The  refult  of  it  at  Shrews¬ 
bury  was  an  undecifive  verdict ; 
an  error  into  which  the  molt  up¬ 
right  juries  have  fometimes  been 
led,  when,  on  the  one  fide,  they 
are  m  willing  to  condemn  the  de¬ 
fendant  in  a  criminal  profecution, 
and,  on  the  ether,  are  deterred, 
by  the  pofttivity  of  the  judge,  from 
bringing  in  the  direct  acquittal  of 
44  Not  guilty.”  The  affair  has 
fince  been  heard  at  the  court  of 
Kingh- bench,  and  the  proceedings 
again  ft  the  dean  have  been  quafhed 
by  one  of  thofe  legal  fubtilties 
which  an  ingenious  magistrate  can 
cafily  find  out,  when  he  is  defirous 
of  getting  rid  of  a  perplexing 
caufe,  without  a  difavowal  of  his 
arbitrary  principles.  I' his  matter 
hath  again  brought  into  agitation 
the  important  queftion  concerning 
the  right  and  power  of  juries.  In 
the  publications  ot  the  trial  at 
Shrewsbury,  by  Mr.  Gurney  and 
Mr.,  Blanchard,  the  ipeech,  of  Mf, 
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Erlkine,  in  defence  of  his  client, 
makes  a.  diftinguiftied  figure.  Ia 
this  Ipeech,  the  able  and  learned 
advocate  has  maintained  the  com¬ 
petency  of  the  jury  to  determine 
the  whole  caule  before  them,  as 
combined  of  law  and  faff,  with  a 
perfpicuity,  fpirit,  and  energy 
which  refiedt  great  credit  on  him- 
felf,  and  are  highly  ferviceable  to 
the  caufe  of  liberty.  Mr.  Erlkine’s 
pleading,  lor  the  lake  of  being  ren¬ 
dered  more  extenfively  beneficial 
to  the  country,  has  been  feparately 
printed. 

The  revival  of  this  fubjedt  has 
given  rife  to  other  publications, 
the  greater  part  of  which  belong 
to  the  year  17/85.  In  1784,  the 
moft  diftinguiftied  TraCf  upon  the 
qutfftion  was  Dr.  'I'owers’s  44  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Rights  and  Duty 
of  juries,  in  Trials  for  Libels.” 
On  this  topic  the  dodtor  was  pecu¬ 
liarly  qualified  to  excel,  both  by 
his  principles  and  habits  of  en¬ 
quiry.  It  is  a  point  that  has  long 
engaged  his  ftudy,  and  on  which 
he  hath  formerly  had  occafton  to 
deliver  his  fentiments.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  he  hath  collected  his  whole 
ftrength  in  the  pamphlet  before  us, 
and  appeared  in  it  to  great  advan¬ 
tage.  >Iis  knowledge  of  the  law 
of  libels  is  much  fuperior  to  what 
might  have  been  expedited  from  one 
who  is  not  of  the  legal  profeffion. 
His  acquaintance  with  the  hiftory 
of  proceedings  in  matters  of  this 
kind  is  very  extenfive,  and  fcarceiy 
any  thing  that  relates  to  the  argu¬ 
ment  has  efcaped  his  notice.  We 
temple  not  to  declare,  that  our 
author  has  fully  eftabliftied  his  doc¬ 
trine,  that  it  i/'the  right  and  duty 
of  juries  to  determine  both  the  law 
and  the  fact,  in  trials  for  libels  ; 
and  he  has  clearly  and  ftrongly 
(hewn  how  eftential  this  point  is 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The 
p  q.  iiation^ 
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nation,  we  trutf ,  will  txeome  every 
nay  more  and  more  enlightened 
"upon  the  lubjeht,  and  jurymen, 
more  and  more  courageous  in  wi  h- 
Handing  the  encroachments  of  arbi¬ 
trary  power,  it  affords  us  pecu¬ 
liar  pleasure  to  find,  from  conver- 
fation  in  the  world,  that  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  law  in  general  do 
not  agree  in  fentiment  with  thole 
judges  who  are  for  retraining  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  juries. 

The  lt  Letters  to  a  young  Nob.le- 
tnan,  on  various  Subjects,  particu¬ 
larly  on  Government  and  Civil  Li¬ 
berty,”  3 re  fuppofed  to  have  been 
written  by  a  peer  of  the  realm, 
whofe  ion,  though  not  abfolutely 
perverted,  had  however  been  dag¬ 
gered  by  the  “  fpecious  and  artful 
publications  of  home  over-zealous 
friends  to  the  pretended  natural 
rights  of  man.”  1  he  danger  of 
fedudtioii  principally  arofe  from 
Dr.  Price’s  publications.  To  guard 
again!!  fo  dreadful  an  event,  the 
noble  lord  has  addrefled  his  fhn  in 
a  feries  of  Letters  which  conftitute 
a  iix  Shilling  volume.  Dr.  Price’s 
principles,  in  die  Opinion  of  his 
lordfhip,  lap  the  very  foundations 
of  the  Britifh  government,  and  ul¬ 
timately  tend  to  anarchy,  rebel¬ 
lion,  and  all  the  evils  of  popular 
violence  and  confufion.  It:  may 
reafonablv  be  obiedted,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  the  positions  of  the  pre- 
fent  author,  that  they  are  too  fa¬ 
vourable  to  prerogative,  and  too 
hoftile  to  the  rights  of  the  people, 
to  be  admitted  by  any  true  friend 
to  liberty.  We  cannot,  therefore, 
avoid  being  fo  wicked  as  to  exprefp 
our  fincere  wifb  that  the  noble  wri¬ 
ter’s"  fon  may  fo  far  refrain  his 
filial  reverence,  as  nor  to  become  a 
convert  to  his  father’s  reafonings. 

Mr.  Knox’s  “  View  of  the  Bri¬ 
tifh  Empire,  more  efpecially  Scot¬ 
land,  with  fome  Propofols  for  the 
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Improvement  of  that  Countryr 
the  Extender  of  i  s  f  iflieries,  and 
the  Relief  of  the  People,”  is  a 
publication  which  merits,  and  which 
hath  excited,  no  final!  degn.e  of 
attention.  '1  he  author  writes  with6 
an  eccentricity  of  zeal,  which  docs 
honour  to  his  heart,  and  is  no  dis¬ 
credit  to  his  undf*r handing.  Vari¬ 
ous  topics  are  dil cuffed  by  him, 
but  his  grand  view  is  directed  to 
the  improvement  of  Scotland,  and 
to  the  forwarding  of  a  more  liberal 
fyltern  of  polity  with  regard  to  that 
Country.  His  defer  ptioh  of  the 
wretched  Late  and  treatment  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  is 
very  ftrikingg  and  uncommonly 
affecting.  We  hope  that  Mr. 
Knox’s  patriotic  and  pathetic  re- 
prefentations  will  not  be  without 
effect,  as  the  affair  of  the  fifheries 
feems  to.  be  taken  up  with  ardour 
in  the  houfe  of  commons. 

In  our  laft  Regifler,  we  mention¬ 
ed  the  firft  part  of  Mr.  Reeves’s 
ti  Iff iffory  ot  the  Tnglifh  Law.” 
A  fecund  volume  is  now  pub! idled, 
and  ded’cated  to  lord  Mansfield, 
who  had  exp  re  fled  his  approbation 
of  the  former  part.  The  hiftory 
is  carried  on  from  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  Second  to 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh, 
It  is  to  the  profeffion  of  the  law 
that  this  work  is  chiefly  calculated 
to  be  acceptable  and  ufe fill,  and 
not  to  general' readers.  The  au¬ 
thor  has  in  fome  refpedfs  changed 
his  plan,  and,  we  are  afraid,  has  a 
little  remitted  of  his  original  dili¬ 
gence.  The  true  apology  for  him 
we  believe  is,  that  he  has  not  met 
with  the  encouragemct  which  fo 
laborious  and  important  an  under¬ 
taking  deferved. 

“  The  Law  of  Simony,”  by 
Mr,  Cunningham,  contains  all  the 
flatutes,  cafes  at  large,  arguments, 
rdoiutions,  and  judgments  con¬ 
cerning 
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turning  it,  under  their  proper 
heads.  The  ulefulnefs  of  fuch  a 
comp  1  at  ion,  not  ondv  to  the  clergy 
hi  general,  but  to  all  who  have 
any  concern  whether  immeciuely 
or  remotely,  with  matters  of  church 
preferment,  is  apparent  at  firft 
view.  What  adds  peculiarly  to 
the  value  of  the  preterit  publica¬ 
tion,  is  its  giving  an  ample  detail 
of  the  proceedings  on  the  cele¬ 
brated  caufe  between  the  bifhop  of 
London  and  Lewis  Difney  Ffytbhe, 
efq.  re  1  petting  bonds  of  reiigna- 
tion. 

The  author  of  u  Faffs  fully  efia- 
blilhed,  and  fubmitted  to  the  Con- 
iideration  of  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
x  liament,  the  Lords  of  Manors,  See. 
on  the  Cruelty  and  Cppreffian  of 
the  Game  Laws,’*  proposes  to  ren¬ 
der  the  right  of  killing  game  as 
beneficial  as  poifible  to  the  public, 
by  making  all  perfons  who  enjoy 
this  diftinction  pay  for  it  to  the 
if  ate.  Two  hundred  thonfand 
pounds  %  year,  he  thinks,  may 
with  great  eafe,  be  drawn  from 
this  fource,  without  producing  One 
murmur  from  the  poor,  the  ma¬ 
nufacturer,  or  the  merchant.  How¬ 
ever  reasonable  fuch  a  plan  may 
appear,  it  is  not  probable  that  the 
narrow  views  by  which  country 
rentlemen  in  general  are  actuated, 
would  permit  it  to  be  carried  into 

ecution . 

The  new  fituation  of  North  A- 
pnerica  will  naturally  give  rife  to 
the  rcficflions  and  obfervations  of 
fpeculatiye  men.  Thofe  philofo- 
phers  and  politicians  in  particular, 
who  were  ardently  devoted  to  the 
Americans,  and  zealous  for  their 
independency,  will  be  anxious  for 
their  welfare,  watch  over  then- 
proceedings,  and  interpofe  their 
opinion  and  advice,  with  regard  to 
the  future  condijdt  of  provinces 


thus  recently  exalted  to  the  rank 
of  fovereignty  and  dominion.  Of 
this  caff  is  the  abbe  de  M ably,  who, 
in  his  •“  Remarks  concerning  the 
Government  and  the  Laws  ot  the 
United  -States  of  America,  in  Four 
Letters,  addreifed  to  Mr.  Adams,” 
has  opened  the  treafures  of  his 
political  wifdom.  He  is  very  de- 
11  rous  of  affifting  the  Americans  in 
improving  and  perfecting  their  fyf- 
tem  of  government ;  and  for  this 
pur-pole  hath  particularly  examin¬ 
ed  the  cohfKtutioh  and  laws  of 
Pennfylvania,  Maffachufets,  and 
Georgia.  .Sometimes  his  Remarks 
ate  j  u  it  and  profound  :  feme  times 
they  are  dubious ;  and  there  are 
cafes  in  which  we  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  they  are  erroneous. 
His  advices  will  not  in  every  in- 
flance  be  hearkened  to,  and  obey¬ 
ed,  His  declamations  againff  fo¬ 
reign  commerce  u ill  be  totally  dif- 
regarded  ;  and  that  purity  of  re¬ 
publican  manners  which  he  recom¬ 
mends,  if  admired  in  theory,  will 
not  be  reduced  to  practice.  There 
are  certain  points  in  which  the  A- 
meric  an  s  will  be  juffified  in  rej  eff¬ 
ing  his  cou n lei.  His  ideas  are  too 
favourable  to  arifloeracy,  and  his 
lentiments  concerning  religion  and 
religious  liberty  remarkably  crude 
and  indigefted.  On  the  whole,  we 
have  not  read  this  performance 
with  any  extraordinary  degree  of 

/  ✓  o 

fatisfadtion.  We  found  ourfelves 
wearied  before  vve  came  to  the  end 
of  it  ;  and  we  efeem  it  much  infe¬ 
rior,  both  in  point  of  inlfrudtion 
and  entertainment,  to  the  abbe’s 
Dialogues  on  Hifiory. 

When  we  come  to  Dr.  Price's 
ct  Obfervations  on  the  Importance 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and 
the  Means  of  making  it  a  Benefit 
to  the  World-,”  a  more  interefling 
publication  will  demand  our  atten¬ 
tion.  The  work  was  written  in 
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1784,  and  an  impreffion  was  print¬ 
ed  off,  to  le  font  to  America,  a  tew 
copies  only  being  privately  diffcri- 
buted  in  England,  to  fome  parti¬ 
cular  friends.  The  doctor  hath 
fmce  thought  fit  to  publifh  it  in 
this  country  ;  but  as  it  belongs  to 
1784,  it  will  more  properly  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  that  year.  We  beg,  how¬ 
ever,  permiffion  to  obfervq,  that 
in  an  averlion  to  foreign  commerce 
Dr.  Price  and  the  abbe  de  Mably 
perfectly  coincide,  whilff  upon  the 
head  of  religious  effablilhments 
and  religious  liberty,  their  ideas 
are  totally  oppofite. 

Mr.  Adams’s  u  H  i  fiery  of  the  Dif- 
putes  with  America,  from  their 
Origin  in  175  V’  relates  chiefly  to 
the  firft  caufes  and  beginnings  of  a 
quarrel  which  has  been  productive 
of  fuch  furpriiing  even  s.  ffs  this 
Tract  was  written  in  the  year  5774, 
the  competition  of  it  preceded  the 
t ran fafftions  of  the  late  war.  The 
delign  of  tli p  author  is  to  purfuc 
the  tories  through  all  their  dark 
intrigues  and  wicked  machinations, 
and  to  fliew  the  rife  and  progrefs 
of  their  fchemes  for  enflaving  A- 
nierica.  Whether  a  plan  for  en- 
ilaving  America  was  formed  fo  early 
as  Air,  Adams  fuppofee,  or  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  formed  at  all,  will  by 
many  be  difputed.  If  however, 
the  intentions  were  not  evil,  the 
policy  was  fatal  that  produced  a 
train  of  confequences  which,  per¬ 
haps,  both  England  and  America 
will  long  have  reafon  to  deplore. 

In  pure  Mathematics,  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  continues  to  afiert,  as  we  truft 
fhe  will  always  do,  her  long  efla- 
b lillied  glory.  The  u  Arenarius  of 
Archimedes, ’*  has  been  translated 
from  the  Greek,  with  notes  and 
illu Orations,  by  Mr.  Anderfon,  of 
Wadham-College,  Oxford.  This 
}s  a  fnort  tract  of  that  ancient  geo? 


metrician,  the  defign  of  which  is 
to  demon  (Irate  the  poffibility  of 
enumerating  the  particles  of  land 
which  would  compofe  a  mils  equal 
in  bulk  to  the  whole  folar  fyllem, 
or  any  other  determinate  magni¬ 
tude  whatever.  The  ingenious 
and  learned  tranflator,  in  his  pre¬ 
face,  has  given  Pome  account  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  ancients  in 
arithmetic,  algebra,  geometry,  and 
of  the  Pythagorean  or  Arnlarehian 
fyliem  of  the  world  ;  and  to  nil-  • 
der  the  p re  lent  publication  as  com¬ 
plete  as  poiiiblc,  he  hath  added, 
from  the  Latin,  the  Dilfertaiion  of 
Chriftopher  Clavius,  on  the  fame 
fubjecl  as  the  Arenarius.  It  were 
to  be  wi (lied  that  Mr.  Anderfon 
might  be  encouraged  to  undertake 
a  trail  illation  of  the  whole  works 
of  Archimedes.  The  geometrical 
method,  of  demon  Oration,  in  con- 
fequence  of  its  being  more  elegant 
and.  perfp'cuous''  than  any  other, 
was  held  in  fuch  high  etteem  by 
the  ancients,  that  they  were  hence 
injud  ciouily  led  to  neglect  mecha¬ 
nical  experiments  in  phil  ffophy. 

Mr.  Atwood,  of  Cambridge,  is 
known  to  be  one  of  the  molt  emi¬ 
nent  proficients  of  that  univeriity, 
in  mathematical  fcience.  The 
Philofophical  TranfaCtions  have 
te.ftified  his  profound  knowledge  in 
this  refpect ;  and  he  has  lately  afford¬ 
ed  an  iiiuilrious  proof  of  it,  in  his 
“  Treatife  on  the  Rectilinear  Mo¬ 
tion  and  Rotation  of  Bodes.”  In 
ufing  this  language,  we  pretend 
not  of  ourfelves  to  dee  de  upon 
the  fubjeCt  ;  being  fatisfied  with 
delivering:  the  fentiments  of  thofe 

o  „ 

who,  from  the  nature  of  their 
fludies,  muff  be  the  beft  judges  in 
matters  of  this  kind.  The  fame 
gentleman  has  printed  an  4‘  Ana¬ 
lysis  of  a  Courfe  of  Lectured  on 
the  Principles  of  Natural  Philo- 
fophy.’f  Though  the  work  is  iiv 

1  tended 
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tended  for  the  ufte  of  the  learned 
author’s  pupils,  it  may  be  of  great 
fervice  to  many  other  perfons.  No 
one  can  be  better  qualified  to  dired 
the  philofophical  purfuits  <>f  young 
men  than  Mr.  Atwood  ;  and  happy 
ought  the  ftudents  to  eiteem  them- 
felves  who  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
fuch  a  director  and  guide. 

Minto’s  44  Refearches  into  Tome 
Parts  of  the  Theory  of  Planets/’ 
unite  Mathematics  with  Agrono¬ 
my.  One  of  his  objeds  is,  to  folve 
the  problem,  to  determine  the  cir¬ 
cular  orbit  of  a  planet  oy  two  ob- 
fervat'ons.  This  problem  Mr. 
Minto  exemplifies  in  the  new  pla¬ 
net  ;  concerning  which  he  has 
given  a  number  of  dr  cum  fiances, 
from  Mr,  He  rich  el,  profeiTor  Slop 
of  Pifa,  profeffor  Robmfon  of  E- 
dinburgh,  and  other  aflronomers. 
It  appears  from  the  language  of 
foreign  phiiolophers,  that  the  name 
of  the  new  planet  mud  be  Her- 
fchel. 

Among  the  produdicns  of  a  ma¬ 
thematical  kind,  Mr.  Keeble’s 
14  Theory  of  Harmonics  ;  or,  an 
Illuflration  of  the  Grecian  Harmo¬ 
nica,”  is  a  work  of  very  confider- 
able  importance.  Mr.  Keeble  is 
organifl  of  St.  George’s  church, 
Hanover-fquare,  and  is  in  the 
highed  reputation  for  his  manner 
of  playing  upon  the  organ.  In 
his  taffe  for  mufic  he  is  in  the  old 
ftyie,  having  learned  his  theory 
from  Dr.  Pepufch.  Hence  it  is 
his  firm  perfuafion,  in  common 
with  his  mafter  and  other  great 
men,  that  we  mud  iecur  to  the 
Grecian  fchool  for  the  true  prin¬ 
ciples  of  mulic.  That  the  ancients 
were  acquainted  with  harmony,  as 
well  as  melody,  is  maintained  by 
Mr.  Keeble.  His  treatife  contains 
an  Account  of  the  ancient  Syflem, 
as  delivered  in  the  authors  colled* 
pd  by  Mejbomius  j  and  fuch  of  our 


readers  as  ara  defirous  of  knowing 
what  the  Grecian  writers  have  ad¬ 
vanced  upon  the  fubjed,  will  here 
find  fatisfadion.  Concerning  the 
points  of  mufical  dodrine  Vindicated 
by  Mr.  Keeble,  we  are  wholly  inca¬ 
pable  of  pronouncing  a  decided 
opinion. 

Mr.  Gordon’s  publication,  enti¬ 
tled,  4*  Principles  of  Naval  Ar- 
chitedure,”  is  upon  a  fubjed  that 
mud  ever  be  of  peculiar  import¬ 
ance  to  this  kingdom.  His  grand 
aim  is  to  improve  the  foim  of  fliips, 
belides  which  he  hath  added  fome 
Obfervations  on  the  Strudure  of 
Carriages  for  the  Purpoles  of  In¬ 
land  Commerce,  Agriculture,  and 
other  Objeds.  With  regard  to 
fliips,  his  firft  propof d  is,  to  extend 
their  length  without  increasing 
their  breadth,  and  to  render  them 
prc.portionably  fl  ranger.  His  fe- 
cond  propofal  is,  to  jo  n  together 
two  very  long  and  narrow  veffels, 
placed  at  a  proper  didance  from 
each  other,  by  means  of  drong 
beams  and  a  platform,  or  deck 
reaching  from  one  to  the  other. 
On  this  condrudio  he  thinks* 
that  fliips  of  war  would  have  no 
lei's  than  eighteen  capital  advan¬ 
tages  over  fnips  bukt  in  the  com¬ 
mon  way.  ‘or.  Gordon  propofes, 
in  the  third  palace,  t '  form  vends, 
very  long,  and  very  broad,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  weight,  with  flat 
bottoms,  and  a  great  number  of 
keels  to  each  veflfel  His  lad  pro¬ 
pofal  is,  to  conftrud  the  mads  hol¬ 
low,  either  of  a  pyramidal  or  co¬ 
nical  form.,  with  framings  of  wood 
in  the  iniide,  at  proper  didances, 
to  fupport  and  flrengthen  the  up¬ 
right  pieces.  Mads,  he  contends, 
may  be  thus  formed  which  are 
vaftly  flronger,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  lighter,  than  thofe  that  are 
now  in  ufe.  All  thefe  are  matters 
fo  remote  from  our  ordinary  flu* 

dies^ 
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dies,  that  to  determine  upon  them 
would  be  highly  improper.  The 
author  is  faid  to  be  ingenious  and 
original,  but  fomewhat  eccentric 

O' 

in  his  plans  of  naval  architecture. 
I11  objects  of  this  kind,  experiment 
is  the  grand  tell  of  excellence. 

Mr.  Nicholfon’s  “  Navigator’s 
Affiilant,  containing  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Navigation,  with 
all  the  Tables  requilite  for  deter¬ 
mining  a  Ship’s  Place  at  Sea,”  is 
the  production  of  a  man  of  abili¬ 
ties,  who  has  the  courage  to  go 
out  of  the  beaten  line.  Novelty, 
’united  with  utility,  will  always  be 
P leafing.  If  the  author  has  fome- 
fimes*  tallen  into  errors,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  he  will  be 
ready  to  correct  them  in  the  next 
edition  of  his  work. 

[The  Royal  Society  continue  to 
publifh  their  TranfaCtions  with  the 
ulual  regularity.  The  73d  vo¬ 
lume  is  ndt  inferior  to  that  of  the 
laff,  and  lome  preceding  volumes. 
The  far  if  part  of  it  was  mentioned 
in  the  laid  Annual  Rcgiifer:  in  the 
fecond,  we  receive  from  Mr.  Her- 
fchel,  his  ii  Obfcrvations  on  the 
proper  Motion  of  the  Sun,  and  So¬ 
lar  S  v  lie  m  ;  with  an  Account  of  the 
feveral  Changes  that  have  happen¬ 
ed  amonsr  the  fixed  liars,  from  the 
£ime  of  f  lam  dead.”  To  mark  the 
changes  in  thofe  bodies,  we  have 
#elatively  called  fixed,  after  fo  long 
an  interval,  is  of  great  confequence, 
sis  very  inconfiderable  ones  may 
how  become  obvious.  Eut  Mr. 
Herfchel  attempts  alfo  to  account 
tor  them  ;  and,  by  fuppofing  a 
flight  motion  of  the  fun,  perhaps 
In  a  part  of  fome  orbit  round  an 
imaginary  po'nt,  or  the  general 
center  of  gravity,  he  finds,  that 
the  alteration  in  many  of  the  Pars 
may  be  explained.  This,  how¬ 
ever  relates  to  the  changes  flovvly 
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produced,  for  fome  of  the  fixed 
liars,  particularly  Algol,  as  Mr. 
Goouricke  has  fatisfaCIorily  fhpwn; 
are  periodically  oblcured.  A  wri¬ 
ter,  111  a  very  lvipeCtable  journal, 
has  conjeCtured,  with  much  real  on, 
that  it  may  be  effected  by  a  planet 
revolving  round  it.  The  congela¬ 
tion  of  qmckiilver,  a  fubjeCt  in 
philofophv  not  hitherto  examined, 
has  alfo  been  the  object  of  the  So¬ 
ciety.  Mr.  Thomas  Hutchins,  go- 
vernor  of  Aibany-fort,  in  Hud! 'on  s- 
hay,  has  been  tu  mi  filed  with  pro¬ 
per  initrumeiits,  and  directions  for 
this  purpofe  :  we  may  add,  that  his 
accuracy  and  diligence  have  effect¬ 
ed  eve  v  thing  that  thcSoc  etv  coil'd 

j  o 

have  wifhed.  The  point  of  con¬ 
gelation  is  now  afeertained,  and 
fired  at  about  390  below  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Fahrenheit’s  fcale  ;  fo  that 
the  extraordinary  fall  of  the  quick - 
filver  obferved  in  Siberia,  mu' ft  be 
attributed  to  the  irregular  contrac- 
tioii  of  the  metal,  alter  it  has  been 
frozen.  In  the  late  accounts,  which 
we  have  received  from  the  conti¬ 
nent,  and  particularly  from  Ruffia; 
we  find,  t h a t  the v  h a  v  e  b  e n  e n ~ 
gaged  In  near'v  the  fame  refearches  ; 
but,  when  quiokfilver  is  frozen 
with  cold  of  this  intenfitv,  they 
feem  to  liifpeCt  fome  impurity  of 
the  metal,  and  think  that  the  con¬ 
gelation  of  pure  quickfilver  is  only 
affected  by  cold  of  a  fomewhat 
greater  feveritv,  viz.  about  two 
degrees  more  of  Reaumur’s  fcale, 
nearly  four  of  Fahrenheit’s,  1  n  this 
part  of  the  volume  alio,  Dr.  Blag- 
den  has  given  a  very  intereftimr 
and  compegidious  account  of  all 
that  has  been  already  obferved  on 
this  fubjeCt. 

Air.  Cavallo’s  improved  air-pump 
is  alfo  a  valuable  addition  to  our 
philof  yphical  apparatus.  The  de- 
feription  of  it  occurs  in  this  part 
of  the  volume,  and  we.  find,  that, 

by 
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by  means  of  the  improvement,  air 
can  now  be  rarefied  1000  times. 
That  we  may  in  our  future  annual 
publication  mention  the  principal 
fubiedts  of  an  entire  volume,  we 
fhall  not  enlarge  on  the  firfl  part  of 
the  fucceeding-  one,  though  it  ap¬ 
peared  before  the  end  ot  the  year. 

In  the  part  of  the  volume  before 
us,  we  find  alio  home  valuable  che¬ 
mical  papers.  Mr.  \  v  edge  wood  has 
published  his  own  analyfis  of  the 
black  wad,  and  the  dukeTe  Chaulnes 
has  informed  us  ot  the  ii  Method  of 
making  the  Salt  of  Urine  pure  and 
white,  with  little  lofs  ;  as  well  as 
that  of  making  the  Fhofphoric  Acid 
perfectly  tranfparent.”  Pradtical 
chemifts  bell  know  their  obliga¬ 
tions  to  the  nobleman,  wbofe  me¬ 
thod  has  been  found  iucceisful  in 
repeated  trials. 

I)r.  Priefliey’s  “'Experiments, 
relating  to  RhlogiAon,  arid  the 

O  cj  y 

fee  m  in  g  Con  verb  on  of  Water  mto 
Air,”  are  proofs  of  his  diligence 
and  candour.  He  obferves,  and  this 
fadt,  if  fufficientlv  eft'ablifhed  by 
different  operators,  will  have  a  very 
extenlive  influence,  that  inflamma¬ 
ble  air  is  alone  fufficient  to  revive 
metals  from  their  calces  :  it  at  leal! 
proves,  that  this  kind  of  air  is 
eompofed  of  phlogilion,  with  few 
other  ingredients.  There  are  feme 
other  fadts  in  this  article  which  de- 
ferve  the  attention  of  philolophers. 
The  water  indeed  feemed  only  to 
be  converted  into  air  :  in  reality  it 
e leaped  in  the  form  of  fleam,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  the  external  air 
entered. 

In  the  more  profefied  chemical 
works  of  this  period,  we  meet  with 
little  addition  to  the  aereal  philo- 
fophy.  Dr.  Pearfon,  in  fume  in- 
tereflmg  “  Obfervations  and  Ex¬ 
periments  for  invefligating  the 
Chemical  Hifiory  of  the  tepid 
Springs  at  Buxton,”  has  town 
2 


that  phlogillicated  air  is  more  fre¬ 
quently  prelent  in  mineral  waters, 
than  we  have  hitherto  iuipebted  ;  " 
and  that  feme  of  their  heating  and 
intoxicating  efiedts,  are  owing  to 
tjbis  principle.  In  other  refpedts* 
he  has  added  dome  what  to  our  che¬ 
mical  knowledge  in  general,  and 
iomewhat  to  the  hiflory  of  the 
waters,  which  are  the  fu  Ejects  of 
his  work.  It  has  however  been 
thought,  that  he  has  been  a  little 
too  diffufe,  Dr.  Walker’s  “  Eifay 
on  the  Waters  of  Harrowgate  and 
Thorp-arch,”  is  executed  with 
care  ;  but  it  is  leis  exact  on  account 
of  his  not  having  been  Diffidently 
informed  of  the  nature  of  fame  of 
the  modern  re -agents.  We  wilh 
to  adopt  this  term,  as  a  very  ex- 
preflive  one,  from  the  French  :  wc 
mean  dome  new  difeovered  fu  fi¬ 
nances,  whole  more  powerful  affi¬ 
nities  with  particular  bodies,  con¬ 
tribute  to  de.tedf  them  where  they 
have  riot  hitherto  been  fufpedted, 
or  where  they  cannot,  by  other 
means,  be  ealily  difeovered.  We 
ought  not  to  omit,  in  this  account,  * 
■ 1  Dr.  E.  Cullen’s  Tranflation  of 
Bergman’s  Opufcula.”  Two  vo¬ 
lumes  are  already  printed  :  the 
greateff  praife  they  can  expect,  is 
for  their  accuracy,  fincerthe  prin¬ 
cipal  notes  are  to  be  fubjoined  to 
the  third  volume,  not  yet  publifh- 
lifhed.  The  original  is  known  to 
every  chemift  ;  and  to  praife  this 
author’s  attention,  accuracy,  and 
addrefs,  would  now  be  imperti¬ 
nent. 

The  Society  for  the  Encourage¬ 
ment  of  Arts  have  not  been  inat¬ 
tentive  to  a  defence.,  on  which  they 
do  much  depend  ;  and  different 
premiums  have  been  offered  of  the 
chemical  kind  ;  but  nothing  occurs 
in  their  late  volume,  which  merits 
particular  opfervation.  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ard  folds  “  Statical  Eitimatcs  of  the 

Mate- 
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Materials  for  Brewing,”  as  a  che¬ 
mical  work,  deferve  to  be  men¬ 
tioned.  By  his  experiments,  the 
qualities  of  the  malt  can  be  accu¬ 
rately  eflimated  ;  the  firength  of 
the  liquor  will  be  neceffarily  uni¬ 
form,  and  all  the  fermentable  parts 
of  the  materials  extracted.  His 
hydrometer  is  more  Ample,  and 
equally  accurate  with  that  de- 
fcribed  in  the  lad  volume  of  the 
Dijon  Memoirs,  by  M.  Morveau. 
It  is  adapted  nearly  to  a  fimilar 
purpofe,  viz  to  meafure  the  de¬ 
gree  of  concentration  in  the  juice 
of  the  fugar-cane,  by  boiling, 

1  n  other  branches  of  philoiophy, 
little  occurs  which  deferves  our  no¬ 
tice,  excepting  Dr.  Young’s  44  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  principal  1/hseno- 
mena  of  Sound  and  mulical  Strings.” 
This  work  is  clear,  accurate,  and 
elegant  ,  it  lays  the  foundation  of 
a  more  exadt  popular  fyflem  on  this 
fub>edf,  tlyan  -  e  have  yet  received  ; 
for  the  principal  part  of  our  knowr- 
ledge  has  been  hitherto  confined  by 
diagrams  and  equations,  Mr. 
Hancock  has  alfo  piibiifhed  44  The 
Dodtrine  of  Eclipfes  both  Solar  and 
Lunar,”  His  promifes  are  ample  ; 
but  his  fuccefs  inconfiderable.  Mr. 
Minto’s  Refearches,”  already 
mentioned  are  more  corredi.  But, 
while  thefe  authors  purfue  nature 
.in  fome  of  her  operations,  Mr. 
O’Gallagher  has  prefented  the  pub¬ 
lic  with  his  44  Invedigation  of  the 
firlf  Principles  of  Nature,”  We 
Biall  not  tranferibe  his  magnificent 
promifes,  beeaufe  he  has  not  fulfilled 
them,  and  really  feems  deficient  in 
what  olmht  to  be  the  foundation  of 
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every  fyliem,  an  accurate  know¬ 
ledge  of  fadfs. 

44  The  General  Didfionary  of 
Hulhandry,  Gardening,  &c.”  is 
an  ufeful  compilation  on  the  fub- 
jedl  which  it  comprizes.  The 
compilers  are  foinetimes  miflaken, 
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by  having  drawn  their  intelligence 
from  improper  lburces,  and  have 
foinetimes  omitted  what  ought  to 
have  made  a  part  of  their  plan  ; 
but,  as  they  have  colledfed  ufeful  in¬ 
formation  in  a  fmall  compafs,  they 
deferve  our  praifes.  44  A  particu¬ 
lar  Enquiry  into  the  Caufe  of  that 
Difeafe  in  Wheat  called  Brand,” 
is  an  ufeful  Work  of  the  fame  kind, 
by  Mr.  Bryant,  It  will,  at  lead, 
teach  the  practical  hufbandman, 
not  to  trull  to  the  bonded  recipes 
for  preventing  it.  We  mu  it  not 
omit  mentioning  “  Ufeful  and  Im- 
portant  Obfervations  on  Agricul¬ 
ture  ;  ”  • 4  An  Eflay  on  the  Condruc- 
tion  and  Ufe  of  an  improved  Foot- 
plough;”  or  even,  44  A  Defcrip® 
tion  of  a  Net  invented  effectually 
to  deftroy  the  Turnip-fly.”  The 
objedts  of  the  two  lail  works  are 
obvious ;  and  the  obfervations,  in 
the  firft,  are  general  only. 

Mr.  Young’s  44  Annals  of  Agri¬ 
culture,”  which  are  pub  Hiked  in 
Numbers,  are  not,  on  that  ac¬ 
count,  the  obiedt  of  oup  attention; 
but,  as  they  have  now  made  fome 
progrefs,  and  are  dillinguifhable 
for  their  accuracy  and  utility,  we 
cannot  omit  wifhing  the  ingenious 
editor  the  fuccefs  he  fo  well  de¬ 
ferves, 

Mr.  Curtis  continues  his  very 
accurate  work,  the  44  Flora  Lon- 
dinenfls  and,  while  others  are 
improving  the  cultivation  of  our 
fields,  he  defcribes  the  ornaments 
of  their  inclofures ; — a  work  in¬ 
deed  of  Ids  importance,  but,  in 
our  author’s  hands,  exceedingly 
meritorious,  and  frequently  ufeful. 
Dr.  Lettfom,  in  a  volume  fold  fe- 
parately,  but  really  a  part  of  his 
edition  of  Dr,  Fothergill’s  works, 
has  defcribed  the  plants,  in  the 
Upton  garden,  under  the  title  c£ 
44  Hortus  Uptonenfis.”  Aikin’s 
44  Calendar  or  Nature,”  fcarcely  de¬ 
ferves 
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ferves  a  place  as  a  fcientific  per¬ 
formance.  It  is  a  luxuriant  de- 
fcription  of  the  different  plants  pe¬ 
culiar  to  each  month,  illuftrated 
by  poetical  quotations.  It  is  a 
gardener’s  calendar,  virginibus 
puerifque.  “  Obfervations  on  the 
Oheero,”  a  fpecies  oT palm-tree, 
are  alfo  very  trilling, 

j  a 

The  Botanical  Society,  in  this 
year  have  completed  their  defign 
of  tranilating  Linnaeus’  44  Syftem 
of  Vegetables. ”  It  is  now  entirely 
in  an  Englifn  form,  and,  to  the 
Englifn  botanitt  a  valuable  acqui- 
lition.  On  the  botanical  refem- 
blance  of  plants,  an  anonymous 
author  has  endeavoured  to  eftablilh 
a  relation,  in  their  medical  virtues, 
under  the  title  of,  “  A  Short  At¬ 
tempt  to  recommend  the  Study  of 
Botanical  An.dogy,  in  invettigat- 
ing  the  Properties  of  Medicines, 
from  the  vegetable  Kingdom,” 
This  is  an  elegant,  lively  perform¬ 
ance,  in  which  the  author  has  added 
to  the  obfervations  of  his  predecef- 
fors,  and  copied  theirs  in  an  agree¬ 
able  form.  Dr.  Lewis,  in  his  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica,  has  arranged  medi¬ 
cines  in  a  more  arbitrary  order  ; 
and  another  edition  oi  this  work 
has  been  juft  publifhed,  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Aikin.  Some  trifling 
additions  have  been  made  to  it,  but 
not  lufficient  to  correct  its  defeats. 
44  A  Pradlical  Treatife  on  the  Effi¬ 
cacy  of  Cowhaee,”  as  an  anthel- 
mentic,  and  44  A  Short  Effay  on 
the  Goofe-grafs,”  by  Dr.  Edwards, 
have  both  appeared  in  the  year ; 
but  either  are  of  little  confequenoe. 
The  medicines  were  before  well 
known.  To  this  fhort  account  of 
medicines  we  are  only  to  add  Dr. 
Houflon’s  44  Obfervations  on  Poi- 
fons,”  which  it  is  enough  to  mt  n* 


u  Philofophical  Effay  3  on  the  Man¬ 
ners  of  various  foreign  Animals  ; 
with  Obfervations  on  the  Laws  and 
Cuttoms  of  feveral  Pattern  Na¬ 
tions,”  translated  from  the  breach 
of  M.  d’  Obfonville.  This  work 
is  mentioned  in  this  place,  as  ant 
account  of  the  effay s  and  manners 
of  animals.  Of  many  of  thefe, 
the  author  gives  an  entertaining 
defcription  :  as  he  copied  from  ob- 
fervation,  we  have  reafon  alfo  to 
think  it  exadl.  The  tranilation  of 
Spalanzani’s  “  Differtations,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  Natural  Hittory  of  Ani¬ 
mals  and  Vegetables,”  E  alfo  a 
valuable  addition  to  Domeftic  Lite¬ 
rature.  Thefe  two  volumes  con¬ 
tain  the  author’s  Obfervations  on 
Digeition,  and  on  the  Generation 
of  the  lower  Orders  of  Animals. 
The  character  of  Spalanzani  is  well 
known;  and  thefe  Differtations  have 
already  obtained  the  character  of 
accuracy  as  fcientific  works,  and. 
they  greatly  extend  our  knowh  dge 
on  thefe  fubjedts.  Mr.  Boys’s 
64  Colledlion  of  minute  and  rare 
Shells,  found  on  the  Shore  at  Sand¬ 
wich”  is  curious,  but  the  fpecies 
belong  to  genera  already  ettabiifh- 
ed  The  principal  work  of  this 
year,  in  Natural  Hiftory,  we  have 
not  yet  mentioned,  the  44  Elements 
of  Mineralogy,”  by  Mr.  Kirwan. 
Tie  follows  the  chemical  fyftem, 
and  has  giyen  us  a  greater  variety 
of  careful  analyfes,  that  we  have 
yet  found,  in  any  one  work.  Many 
of  thefe  are  tire  refu It  of  his  own 
labours,  and  deferve  the  higheft 
praifes.  Elis  Differtations,  on  fub¬ 
jedts  connedled  with  mineralogy, 
are  alfo  extremely  valuable. 

There  is  one  work,  which  belongs 
to  this  dais  in  its  form  rather  than 
its  fubftance,  viz.  the  44  So  clmen 
Monachologiae ,  or  a  Specimen  of 
the  Natural  Hittory,  of  the  vari- 


tion. 

In  the  other  departments  of  Na¬ 
tural  I-jiitory,  we  have  received  ’  ous  orders  of  Monks,  after  the  Man¬ 
ner 
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ner  of  the  Linmean  Syflem.”  It 
is.  a  plea  ling  reflection,  that  this 
piece  of  farire  fhould  have  origi¬ 
nated  from  Vienna,  once  the, great 
fup port  of  papal  tyranny  ;  hut  we 
were  furprifed,  that  baron  Born, 
to  whom  it  is  attributed,  fhould 
have  made  foine  fundamental  mil- 
takes  in  clarification.  He  has  own¬ 
ed  indeed,  in  his  letters,  that  he  is 
no  botanift ;  fo  that  it  will  be  no 
very  fevere  imputation,  to  fuppofe 
him  not  well  acquainted  with  the 
clarification  of  animals. 

While  we  wander  in  the  regions 
of  philofophy,  we  are  attracted  by 
a  particular  title,  the  44  Philofophy 
of  Phyfic.”  It  is  interfiling  and 
attractive  ;  fince  in  a  fcience  fo  un¬ 
certain,  much  depends^ on  the  fa- 
gaeity  of  the  practitioner  on  the 
deciiion  of  the  moment.  On  exa¬ 
mining  Mr.  Dewell’s  pamphlet, 
we  were  fo  me  tv  hat  difappointed  ; 
fdrmuch  of  it;  was  unintelligible; 
and  what  we  unde  rftoqd,  we  did 
not  approve.  It  is-  the  fyflem  of 
Dr.  Brown,  a,  caftle-builder,  on  an 
airy  foundation,  who  is  well  known 
to  our  medical  readers.  If  this  is 
the  philofophy,  Mr.  Mofs’s  44  Me¬ 
dical  Survey  of  Liverpool”  may 
he  fly  led  the  poetry  of  phyfic.  It 
is  fuperior  to  vulgar  prole  ;  but,  as 
a  medical  work,  of  no  great  im¬ 
portance.  Dr.  Pugh’s  44  Obierva- 
tions  on  the  Climates  of  Rome, 
Nice,  and  Naples,”  are  more 
flrictly  philofophicrJ,  and  more 
correctly  medical.  They  defer ve 
attention,  arid  ought  to  flimulate 
phyficians  to  examine  more  exactly 
the  effects  of  different  climates,  a 
branch  of  knowledge,  which  men 
of  the  firfi  eminence  feem  to  have 
negledfed,  Fafhion.  rules,  in  this 
re  I  p  set,  rather  than  reafon.  Dr. 
Pugh  feems  to  think,  that  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  the  le  i  was  injurious 
to-  his  patient,  who!  e  difeafe  feein- 
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ed  to  be  a  phthifis.  In  this  yearE 
catalogue,  we  find  alfo  a  tranfia- 
tion  from  the  celebrated  Feejoo, 
entitled  44  Rules  for  prefefvmg* 
Health,”  which  are  dimnguifheq 
by  the  ufual  fhrewdnefs  of  this  ce¬ 
lebrated  ecclefiaftic  ;  and  an  44  Ef~ 
fay  on  the  Prevention  of  an  Evil 
highly  injurious  to  Health,”  a 
quack-bill,  to  recommend  a  fecret 
fpeqific. 

Mr.  Rymer’s  44  Chemical  Re- 
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flections  on  the  Nature  of  foine 
Difeafes,”  approach  more  nearly 
to  a  work  of  a  practical  kind.  This 
author’s  peculiarities  are  well 
known  ;  but  his  ohfervations  on 
the  feurvy,  defer  ve  fume  attention. 
He  fupports,  as  the  title  intimates, 
the  humoral  fyflem  on  this  fubject, 
the  only  veftige  of  that  fyflem, 
which  we  find  in  Dr.  Cullen’s  1  all- 
volume  of  the  Firft  Lines  of  the 
Practice  of  Phyfic.  This  work  is 
now  completed,  with  the  learned 
profeffor’s  ufual  attention  ;  and  it 
does  not  dif grace  the  former  ones, 
which  have  been  received  with  the 
greatefl  rcfpedl.  The  whole  in¬ 
deed,  has  received  the  author’s 
laif  corrections :  it  is  illull/ated 
with  a  luitable  introduction,  on 
the  moil  prevailing  fy items  of  me¬ 
dicine,  fome  difeafbs  are  added  to 
the  former  volumes,  and  the  theory 
of  fevers  is  rendered  more  exact 
and  fcientific.  But  phyficians.  frill 
hang,  with  a  rooted  fondnefs,  on 
their  old  fyitems.  Dr,  Charfley, 
in  his  44  Efi'ay  to  invetligate  the 
Caufes  of  the  general  Mortality  of 
Fevers,”  frill  adheres  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  Keil  and  Bellini,  to  the 
old  fy  Items  of  derivation  and  revul- 
iion  ;  and  Dr.  Hu  fie  y  in  his 44  Phy- 
fical  Enquiry  into  the  Caufe  and 
Cure  of  Fevers,”  is  almofi  wholly 
a  Boerhaavian.  We  do  not  men 
tion  thefe  cifcumftances,  as  in 
them  Elves  wrong,  but  to  explain 
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the  particular  complexion  of  the 
feveral  wort  s.  With  thefe  difci- 
ples  of  fyftems,  we  may  contrail 
the  mild  benevolent  Fothergdll,  who 
followed  nature  owy,  and  yield¬ 
ed  when  he  could  not  contend 
with  fuccefs.  1  he  edition,  fo  lonsr 
promiied.  of  his  entire  works,  is  at 
latt  completed  ;  but  we  find  little 
in  it,  that  had  not  been 
lulled.  Id  is  chief  roedi 
tions  are  in  the  collodion  by  a  fo- 
ciety  of  phyliciam,  under  the  title 
of  “Medical  GbfetVations  and  En¬ 
quiries  of  this  work,  the  6th  vo¬ 
lume  has  been  lately  published  ; 
and  it  is  highly  probable,  that  wc 
fhall  receive  no  more. 

Of  the  mo  e  miicellaneous  pro- 
dudions,  which  relate  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine,  the  “  f  reatiie  on 
the  Difeafes  of  Children/’  by  Dr. 
Underwood  deferves  particular  at¬ 
tention,  as  the  work  or  a  cor  red  and 
intelligent  author.  Mr.  White  has 
publiihed  an  ufeful  “  Ed  ay  on  the 
Struma/  and  Dr.  Hentiy  an  inge¬ 
nious  one  on  the  Elephantiafis  of 
Barbadoes,  which  he  calls,  perhaps 
improperly,  the  “  Glandular '  Dif* 
eaie.5  '1  he  “  Addrefs  on  the  con¬ 
it  quence  of  common  Colds,”  is  an 
earned  and  ferious  exhortation,  to 
guard  againft  this  molt  pernicious 
enemy,  which  at  hr  ft  feems  to 
threaten  no  very  formidable  attack. 

In  the  department  of  Anatomy 
and  Surgery,  we  meet  with  little 
that  is  interefting.  A  compilation 
from  the  fy  items  of  Monro,  Win¬ 
dow,  &c.  has  been  publiihed  at 
Edinburgh,  and  is  an  ufeful  work. 
The  new  edition  of  Monro’s  “  Com¬ 
parative  Anatomy,”  is  very  great!) 
improved,  and  contains  all  the  mo¬ 
dern  difeoveries  ;  and  we  have  re¬ 
ceived,  with  pleafure,  Dr.  Hunter’s 
two  introductory  ledures  to  his 
courfe.  The  only  work  which  may 
be  tty  led  new,  is  Mr.  Sheldon’s 


before  pub- 
cal  obferva- 


“  Hiffory  of  the  Abforbent  Syflem/* 
I  he  plates  are  highly  hniflied,  as 
well  as  the  moll  ex  ad  reprefenta- 
tions,  and  the  text  is  full  of  infor- 
mati  n.  I  his  is  however  only  the 
hr  ft  part,  and  contains  an  account 
of  the  Eadeals. 

Mr.  Bell  continues  to  publifh. 
fucceffive  volumes  of  Surgery,  with 
bis  ufual  attention  ;  and  we  have 
rc c e i v ed  a  qt h  e di t i on  m  u  c h  en  1  a r g  e d 
of  Mr.  Warner’s  Cafes  in  Surgery. 
The  publications  of  this  kind,  in 
the  p  re  lent  year,  Lave  indeed  been 
tew,  and  we  muff  conclude  our 
annual  hiifoiy  of  Surgery,  with 
mentioning  Mr*  Frye’s  “  Remarks 
on  a  morbid  Retention  of  Urine.” 
They  are  the  production  of  an  at¬ 
tentive  and  promifing  young  man.] 

I  he  dilfance  of  our  learned  cor- 
refponaent  frbm  London,  and  the 
hveneis  of  lbme  publications  have 
prevented  him  from  receiving  va*» 
rious  books  of  the  year,  foon 
enough  for  be  mg  now  mentioned 
under  the  departments  of  fcience 
which  h%  has  kindly  undertaken. 
Lis  opinion  of  thole  he  propofes  to 
favour  us  with  in  our  next  Annual 
Regifter.  To  that,  therefore,  we 
mult  refer  our  readers  for  the  v  ew 
which  will  be  given  of  Pennant’s 
Ardic  Zoology,  KarbuCs  GCnera 
Vermin m,  the  Hufbandry  of  Scot¬ 
land,  and  ieveral  other  works  that 
will  fie  found  deferring  of  notice* 

1  here  are,  however,  a  few  more 
productions  of  1784?  belonging  to 
the  objects  now  before  us,  with°re- 
gard  to  which  we  fliall  entreat  the 
liberty  of  anticipating  our  anony¬ 
mous  and  ingenious  friend.  This 
we  think  it  necefary  to  do  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  tne  feventy-fourth  volume 
of  the  Philpfophical  Tranfadions, 
for  two  reafons ;  firft,  becaufe,  in 
confequence  of  a  new  arrangement 
of  bufinefs,  the  publication  of  the 
whole  volume  is  completed  within 
•sL  the 
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the  year  ;  and  fecondly,  becaufeour 
extradls,  as  finely  belonging  to 
1784,  haye  all  been  taken  from  the 
74th  volume.  It  muft  be  a  gre-'t 
fatisfabtion  to  the  lovers  of  philofo- 
phy,  that  the  Trapfactions  continue 
to  maintain  their  value  and  impor¬ 
tance.  Of  this  many  proofs  occur 
in  the  prefent  volume.  In  the  ma¬ 
thematics  we  have  proiehor  War 
ping’s  profound  pi- per,  which  ob¬ 
tained  Sir  Godfrey  Copley’s  medal, 
011  the  Summation  of  Series,  who:e 
general  term  is  a  determinate  func¬ 
tion  of  2,  the  di  ilance  of  the  fir  ft 
term  of  the  ferns  ;  and  Dr.  Hut¬ 
ton’s  u  Project  for  a  new  Diyifion  of 
the  Quadrant.”  In  Aftronomy,  the 
communications  ars  rich  and  mime* 
rous.  Not  to  mention  the  obfer ra¬ 
tions  on  the  variations  of  light  in 
the  ftar  Algol,  by  Mr  Henry  C. 
Englefiejd,  Palitch,  a  farmer,  and 
Mr.  Goodricke,  and  Mr.  Edward 
Pigctt’s  account  of  a  new  comet, 
difcovered  by  him,  011  the  19th  of 
November,  1783,  there  are  four 
aftronomical  papers  which  are  of 
peculiar  importance.  Thefe  are, 

♦  ‘  On  the  Means  of  difcovering  the 
Diftance,  Magnitude,  &c.  of  the 
fixed  Stars,  in  confequence  of  the 
Diminution  of  the  Velocity  of 
their  Light,  in  cafe  fijch  a  di¬ 
minution  fhould  be  found  to  take 
place  in  any  of  them,  and  inch 
other  Data  fhould  be  procured  from 
Obfervations,  as  would  be  farther 
neceflary  for  that  Purpofe,”  by  Mr. 
Mitchell  ;  “  On  a  Method  of  de¬ 
fending  the  relative  Pofitions  and 
Magnitude  of  the  fixed  Stars,’’  by 
Mrl  Wollafton  ;  On  the  remark¬ 
able  Appearances  at  the  Polar  Re¬ 
gions  of  the  Planet  Mars,  the  In¬ 
clinations  of  its  Axis,  the  Pofition 
of  its  Poles,  and  its  fpheroidical  Fi¬ 
gure,  with  a  few  Hints  relating  to 
its  real  Diameter  and  Atmofphere,” 
by  Mrt  Hepfchel ;  .and  the  “  Ac- 
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count  of  fome  Obfervations  tending 
to  itiveftigate  the  Conilriiction  of 
the  Heavens,  ’  by  the  fame  gen¬ 
tleman.  The  principal  communi¬ 
cations  of  the  chemical  kind,  are, 
iC  Experiments  on  Air,”  by  Mr. 
Cavendifh  ;  Remarks  on  Mr, 
Cavendifh’s  Experiments  on  Air,” 
by  Mr.  Kirwan  ;  Mr.  Cavendifh’s 
Anfwer,  and  Mr,  Kirwan ’s-  Reply  ; 
ii  Experiments  and  Obfervations  on 
the  Terra  Ponderofa,”  by  Dr.  Wi¬ 
thering-;  “  Thoughts  pn  the  con- 
ftituent  Parts  of  Water,  and  ot 
dephlogifticated  Air,”  “  Sequel 
to  the  Thoughts  on  the  conftifuent 
parts  of  Water  and  dephbgiflicated 
Air;’*  “On  a  new  Method  of  pre¬ 
paring  a  tell  Liquor  to  fhew  the 
prefence  of  Acids  and  Alkalies  in 
chemical  Mixtures;”  all  three  by 
Mr,  Watt.  “  Experiments  on  mix¬ 
ing  Gold  with  'Lin,”  by  Mr.  Al- 
chorne.  The  extraordinary  me¬ 
teor  that  \yas  feen  014  the  1 8th  of 
Auguft,  >783?  has  been  productive 
of  various  papers,  from  Mr.  Ca-$ 
vallo,  Mr.  Aubert,  Dr.  Cooper, 
Mr.  Edgeworth,  and  Mr,  Nathaniel 
Pigott,  But  Dr.  Blagden’s  “  Ac¬ 
count  of  fome  late  fiery  iVl  etcors,with 
Obfervations,”  comprehends  the 
moft  carious  detail  of  facts,  and  the 
beft  philofophy  upon  the  fubject. 
There  are  fome  other  valuable  com¬ 
munications  in  the  feventy-fourth 
volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tran« 
factions. 

In  our  laft  Annual  Regifter,  we 
forgot  to  mention  the  fecond  vo- 
lume  of  “  Letters  and  Papers  on 
Agriculture  and  Planting,  &c.” 
feleded  from  the  correfpondence 
book  of  the  Bath  fociety.  This 
volume  is  enriched  by  the  commu¬ 
nications  of  Mr.  Arthur  Young, 
Mr.  Wimpey,  Mr.  Anderfon,  Mr. 
Swaine,  and  other  intelligent  men, 
who,  with  the  fpirit  of  true  patriot- 
ifm,  dired  their  zeal  and  their  la- 
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boar's  to  the  intern  :  1  improvement 
of  the  country.  Publications  of 
the  kind  now  before  us  are  of  the 
mod  efTential  benefit  to  the  king¬ 
dom. 

Mr.  Lamport’s  “  Curfory  Re? 
marks  on  the  Importance  of  Agri¬ 
culture,  ’  have  the  fame  ufeful  ten¬ 
dency.  It  is  the  importance  of 
agriculture  in  its  connection  with 
manufactures  and  commerce,  that 
is  the  particular  object  of  our  au¬ 
thor’s  liluii ration.  In  this  view  he 
garnet!  ly  recommends  the  better 
and  more  general  cultivation  of  the 
land  of  England,  as  the  belt  of 
funds,  a  fund  which  never  fails, 
and  is  the  molt  capable  of  bearing 
the  burthen  of r  the  Irate.  lie 
firongly  condemns  the  iuiFet  ing  of 
waile  land  to  lie  in-fits  prelent  toi> 
pid,  unfruitful  condition.  He  is 
equally  an  enemy  to  large  farms; 
but  inclofures  he  con  fibers  as  what 
might  be  rendered  productive  of 
the  moil  beneficial  confequences. 
Mr.  Lamport  is  ready  to  hand  for¬ 
ward  ,  and  ail  iff  in  the  execution  of 
the  plans  which  he  recommends  ; 
^nd  we  wilh,  for  his  own  fake,  as 
well  as  for  the  fake  of  the  public, 
that  his  offer  may  be  accepted. 

Mr.  Adams’s  “  EBay  on  Elec¬ 
tricity”  is  not  intended  for  thole 
ivho  are  already  confiderable  profi¬ 
cients  in  this  branch  of  fcience.  It 
has  been  his  endeavour  to  colie  A 
and  arrange,  in  a  methodical  and 
ccncife  manner,  the  effeniial  parts 
of  eleftricity,  and  by  thefe  means 
0  render  its  application  eafv,  plea- 
fan  t  and  obvious  to  the  young  prac¬ 
titioner.  'The  experiments  are  two 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  in  number, 
and  a.e  ditfributed  under  lixteen 
heads.  A  final!  trad  on  magnetifin 
is  added  by  the  author,  merely  to 
ill  nitrate  the  ufe  of  an  apparatus, 
cdiifinufied  u*  order  to  exhibit  the 


general  phenomena  of  that  fubtle 
agent. 

We  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  of 
Mr.  Moore’s  u  Method  of  prevent¬ 
ing  or  dimini  filing  Pain  in  feveral 
Operations  of  Surgery.”  The  au¬ 
thor,  who  is  fon  to  Dr.  Moore  the 
traveller,  is  a  young  man,  zealous 
for  the  honour  of  the  profeffion  he 
has  it  tidied,  and  full  of  the  fcntP 
merits  of  humanity.  Being  very 
dehrous  of  relieving  the  pain  at¬ 
tending  on  amputations,  he  has 
contrived  a  method,  by  the  preflu  re 
of  the  nerves,  which  he  thinks  wil) 
in  a  great  meaiure,  and  perhaps 
effectually,  anfyver  the  purpofe. 

I  he  method  has  only  been  brought 
to  full  proof  in  a  fingie  infiance, 
and  there  it  was  remarkably  fue? 
cefsful.  If  future  experience  be  as 
much  in  its  favour,  the  diicovery 
will  be  of  eminent  importance. 
Mr.  ivloore  s  trad!  is  recommended 
by  the  peripicuity  and  elegance 
with  which  it  is  written. 

Concerning  the  late  Dr,  William 
Hunter’s  two  mtrodudory  It  Arures, 
which  are  noticed  by  our  corre- 
fp  on  dent,  we  flaall  beg  leave  to  add, 
that  they  contain  a  very  infirmfitive 
and  pleating  view  of  the  rife  and 
progrc.fs  of  the  If udy  of  anatomy, 
and  of  the  importance  and  ufeful- 
nels  of  this  fcience.  What  the  au¬ 
thor  hath  laid  concerning  Harvey’s 
d'ifcovery  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  will  by  fome  perfons  be 
thought  rather  lingular,  and,  to 
have  the  intention  of  depreciating* 
that  great  man’s  fame.  This  charge 
having  been  brought  againfi:  Dr. 
Blunter,  he  fupports  more  largely, 
m  tae  prefent  impreliion  of  his  lec¬ 
tures,  what  he  had  before  advan¬ 
ced  ;  and,  after  (lie  wing  Harvev’s 
inferiority  to  Columbus  and  Coper¬ 
nicus,  afi'e-ts,  that,  in  merit,  his 
rank  mull  be  comparatively  low  in- 
W 2  deed. 
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deed.  We  do  not  agree  with  our 
author  upon  this  iubjedt. 

With  regard  to  Dr.  Aikin’s  pret¬ 
ty  book  entitled  The  Calendar 
of  Nature,”  we  have  been  ddired 
to  c  :nv ey  a  r  quell  to  him,  that,  in 
a  future  edition,  he  would  enlarge 
his  d.eiign,  lo  as  to  accommodate  his 
work  to  the  inftrudtion  of  young 
perfons  who  are  arrived  to  fifteen 
or  iixteen  years  of  age. 

Among  the  hidoncal  produdlions 
of  the  year,  Mr.  Mitford’s  “  Hi  dory 
of  Greece”  fee  ms  entitled  to  the  firft 
place  in  point  of  originality  and 
importance,  A  capital  work  on  the 
fubject  hath  long  been  a  defidera- 
tum  in  this  country.  There  is  a 
fund  of  information  in  the  anci¬ 
ent  Univerfal  Hi  dory  ;  but,  as  it 
conditutes  a  part  only  of  a  great 
under/taking,  it  k  not  eafy  of  accefs, 
independently  of  any  faults  which 
might  be  pointed  out  in  the  plan  or 
the  execution.  Mr.  Stanyan’s  two 
volumes  convey  pleafing  and  ufeful 
inilrudfion  to  young  perfons.  but 
do  net  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  mat¬ 
ter.  As  to  fome  later  compilations, 
we  are  afraid  that  they  are  fcarcely 
worthy  to  be  mentioned.  We  are 
endebted  to  Mr.  Mitrord  for  form- 
ins:  the  defign  of  fuch  an  accurate 

O  O  #  __ 

mid  exteniive  ludory  of  Greece  as 
lliould  comport  with  the  public 
wants  and  whites.  It  is  only  the 
£rd  volume  of  the  work  that  is  now 
publifhed,  and  it  is  divided  into  ten 
chapters.  The  bird  chapter  con¬ 
tains  the  hidory  of  Greece,  from 
the  embed  accounts  to  the  Trojan 
war.  The  fecond  includes  that 
war,  and  the  early  date  of  Alia 
Minor.  In  the  third,  the  religion, 
government,  jurifprudence,  i'cience, 
arts,  commerce,  and  manners  of  the 
early  Greeks  are  didindtly  dilplay- 
ed.  The  fourth  chapter,  befides 
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giving  the  hidory  of  the  country 
from  the  Trojan  war  to  the  return 
of  the  Heracleids,  confiders  the 
Grecian  oracles,  the.  council  of 
Amphyef ons,  ana  the  Olympian 
games.  An  appendix  is  addedTon- 
cerning  the  Greek  chronology,  in 
which  our  author  gives  the  prefer¬ 
ence  to  fir  Ifaac  Newton’s  fyftem. 
The  fifth  chapter  exhibits  the  events 
of  thy  fouthern  provinces  of  Greece, 
from  the  return  of  the  Heracleids 
to  the  completion  of  the  conqued 
of  MelTenia  by  the  Lacedaemonian-. 

In  the  lixth  we  have  a  luminary 
view  of  the  northern  provinces  of 
Greece,  and  of  the  edablifhment  of 
the  early  Grecian  colonies,  with  the 
hidory  of  Athens  from  the  Trojan  . 
war  to  the  fil'd  public  trim  fact  ion 
with  Periia.  The  feventh  chapter 
comprizes  a  view  of  the  nations 
politically  connected  with  Greece  ; 
and  the  three  remaining  ones  con¬ 
tinue  the  hidory  of  the  country 
through  all  the  brilliant  exploits 
which  occurred,  during  the  reigns 
of  Darius  and  Xerxes,  kings  of 
Periia,  to  the  concluil  bn  of  the  lad 
Perfian  invafion.  On  thefe  var  ous 
heads,  Mr.  Mitford’s  information 
is  mod  exach  and  judicious.  His 
hidory  is  drawn  from  original  four- 
ces,  which  he  hath  examined  with 
the  greated  attention  ;  and  he  has 
made  an  admirable  ufe  of  Homer, 
in  delineating  the  early  date  of 
G  reece*  His  remarks,  in  which 
there  is  no  a  fie  died  parade  of  fen  ti¬ 
me  nt,  appear  to  be  the  refult  of 
clofe  thinking  and  of  a  found  judg¬ 
ment.  The  dyle  of  the  hidory  is 
not  carried  to  that  perfection  which 
would  be  defireable  in  a  work  of  fo 
much  importance.  It  is,  indeed,  in 
general,  pcrfpicuous,  and  fometimes 
it  riles  to  elegance  ;  but  frequently 
there  is  a  certain  aukwardneis  in 
the  difpofition  of  the  ientences, 
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iVhicti  the  author  might  ea'fily  have 
avoided,  and  which,  we  truft,  he 
will  take  care  to  avoid  in  his  fuc- 
ceeding  volumes*  We  cannot  but 
exp  re  Is  our  ardent  with  for  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  Mr.  1V1  it  ford’s  hiftouy, 
though  we  know  that  another  work 
of  the’ fame  kind  is  in  the  prefs, 
from  which,  the  abilities  and  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  writer,  Dn  [ohm  Gillies, 
lead  us  to  form  very  confiderable 
expeCiat  ons. 

The  next  hiftorical  publication,  in 
point  of  importance,  is  the  fecond 
part  of  the  4-  Hi  ft  ore  of  Modern  Eu¬ 
rope,55  ’confifting  of  two  volumes, 
8vo,  in  addition  to  the  two  volumes 
formerly  printed,  and  carrying  on 
the  narration  from  the  peace  of 
Weftphadia,  in  1048,  to  the  peace 
of  Paris*  in  1763.  It  is  an  uleful 
defig n  to  collect  from  a  prodigious 
mafs  of  materials,  and  to  comprefs 
into  a  fmall  compa's,  the  events  that 
are  m  it  necdfary  to  be  known  by 
the  body  of  readers,  and  e  peciaiiy 
by  young  perfons.  Such  is  the  de» 
iign  of  the  prefent  writer,  and  it  is 
executed  with  ability  and  judgment. 
At  the  fame  time,  the  ityle  of  Mr. 
EufTell,  for  that  is  the  name  of  our 
hiftorian,  is  clear  and  unaffected, 
and  proper  to  the  end  he  has  in 
view.  In  declaring  our  fincere  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  work  before  us, 
we  do  not  mean  to  affert  that  we 
agree  with  every  fentiment  which 
the  author  hath  advanced.  Per* 
haps  he  is  not  fo  competent  to  de¬ 
cide  on  literary  characters  and  lite¬ 
rary  fub lefts,  as  he  is  to  execute  the 
other  parts  of  his  undertaking. 

The  appearance  of  44  The  Diary 
of  the  late  George  Babb  Dodding- 
ton,  Baron  of  Melcombe  Regis,” 
afforded  a  high  gratification  to  pub¬ 
lic  curiofity.  The  time  included 
in  the  Diary  is  from  March  the  8th, 
1748-9,  to  February  the  6th,  1761, 
and  comprehends  an  entertaining 
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and  interefting  account  of  various 
court  intrigues  during  that  period* 
The  politics  of  Carleton-houfe, 
previoufiy  to  the  death  of  Fiederic 
Prince  of  Wales,  are  particularly 
difplayCd,  as  well  as  many  circum* 
fiances  relative  to  the  fame  houfe 
after  that  event.  As  to  the  light 
in  which  the  noble  author  himfelf 
appears,  it  cannot  be  faid  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  honour  of  his  character. 
His  lordfhip  could  eafily  break  his 
engagements  with  one  party,  and 
enter  into  new  ones  with  another. 
His  political  conduCt,  as  is  honeftiy 
acknowledged  by  the  editor  of  the 
Diary,  Mr.  Henry  Penruddoeke 
Wyndham,  fliews  him  to  have  been 
wholly  directed  by  the  hafe  motives 
of  avarice,  vanity,  and  lelfifhnels. 
While  fuch  appear  to  be  his  views, 
he  records  his  actions  without  any 
feeming  fenfe  of  their  impropriety, 
or  of  the  meannefs  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  from  which  they  proceeded  ; 
nay,  there  is  good  reafon  to  believe 
that  he  intended  his  Diary  for  pub¬ 
lication,  fo  little  did  he  imagine 
that  it  would  redound  to  his  diflio- 
nour.  Who  will  be  warm  in  his 
zeal  for  political  men,  when  he  re¬ 
collects  how  much  Mr.  Dodding- 
ton  was  extolled  in  the  patriotic 
writings  of  his  time,  and  that  he 
was  celebrated  by  fuch  poets  as  a 
Young  and  a  Thomfon  ?  What,  in 
the  prefent  work,  exhibits  Lord 
Melcombe’s  character  in  the  belt 
light,  is. his  Memorial  to  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  dated  on  the  1  2th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  1749,  and  printed  in  the  ap¬ 
pendix.  The  advice  delivered  in 
this  memorial  is  equally  honeft  and 
judiciou-,  and,  if  it  had  been  put 
in  praCtice,  would  have  rendered 
his  royal  highnels’s  conduCt  wife 
and  honourable. 

D’lvernois’s  44  Hiftorical  and 
Political  View  of  the  Conftitution 
and  Revolutions  of  Geneva,  in  the 
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eighteenth  Century/’  is  the  produc¬ 
tion  or- a  citizen  who  has  been  much 
concerned  in  the  divifions  which 
have  lately  agitated  that  little  hate, 

j  O 

He  is  of  the  republican  party,  and 
has  been  obliged  to  leave  his  coun¬ 
try,  in  consequence  of  the  dilputes 
which  have  been  fo  fatal  to  the 
eaufe  of  Genevan  liberty.  Writ¬ 
ing,  therefore,,  under  the  impreffion 
of  thefe  events,  and  his  affec¬ 
tions  being  deeply  interefied,  his 
ilyj-e  of  compofition  is  warm  and 
animated.  His  dedication,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  to  the  King  of  France,;  has 
a  wonderful  pathos  and  energy. 
Alas  !  the  ears  of  monarchs  are  deaf 
to  the  facred  voice  of  freedom. 
Notwithstanding  the  warmth  of  Dr, 
D’ivernois’s  manner,  there  is  no 
reafon  to  call  in  queflion  the  truth 
and  fidelity  of  his  narration.  At 
it  time7 when  the  conte (Is  at  Geneva 
had  excited  a  coniiderabie  degree  of 
public  attention,  it  could  not  but  be 
agreeable  to  have  a  book  which 
throws  fo  much  light  upon  the  con- 
ilitution  of  the  republic,  and  which 
traces  to  their  fource  the  incroach- 
ments  that  have  been  productive  of 
the  mod  unhappy  confequcnces. 
Dr.  D’lvernois’s  work,  which  was 
originally  written  in  French,  is 
tranllated  by  Mr.  Farell. 

Habefci’s  44  P  re  font  State  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire/’  is  upon  a  fub- 
ject  which,  wanted  farther  illndra- 
icion  in  this  country.  The  writings 
of  BulbeqUius  and  R leant,  though 
very  valuable,  are  hot  fufficiently 
accommodated  to  later  times  ;  and 
even  the  more  recent  publications 
of  Lady  Mary  Wortle'y  Montagu 
and  Sir  James  Porter,  do  not  con¬ 
tain  all  the  information  that  could 
be  wifhed.  Elias  Ha  be  lei,  from 
whole  French  inanufcript  the  work 
before  us  is  tranllated,  has  had 
great  advantages  in  point  of  lit  oa- 
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ation.  He  is  by  birth  a  Greek  } 
he  was  brought  up  by  an  uncle, 
who  enjoyed  an  office  of  honour 
and  trull  in  the  Seraglio  ;  he  acted, 
fo  me  time,  as  fecretary  to  a  grand 
vilir  ;  and,  befides  an  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  Turkiih  enpi- 
tol,  has  viiited  every  city  under  the 
Ottoman  government  in  Alia,  and 
aimo.il  every  one  in  Europe.  With 
thefe  qualifications,  he  could  not 
fail  of  adding  to  the'  Hock  of  ouf 

O 

knowledge  upon-  the  fubject  he  has- 
undertaken. 

u  The  Hi  dory  of  Ayder  A 1  i 
Khan,  Nabob  Babader/’  relates  to 
a  prince  who,-  for  many  years,  made 
a  great  figure  in  the  Eaft  Indian 
part  of  the  world.  So  much  has 
been  faid  of  him,  from  time  to  time, 
in  the  newfpapers  and  other  publi¬ 
cations,  and  fo  intereliiiig  haver 
been  the  wars  in  which  he  was  en¬ 
gaged,  efpCcialiy  with  the  Englifh, 
that  a-  faithful  account  of  his  per-" 
fonal  character  and  military  exploits 
could  not  fail  of  being  acceptable  to- 
a  number  of  readers.  Such  an  ac-* 
count  is  pro  felled  to  be  given  in  the 
prefent  performance,  and  we  know 
not  of  any  fufficient  reafon  to  dif- 
pute  the  truth  of  its  representa¬ 
tions,  The  war  moll  minutely  de¬ 
tailed  in  this  work,  is  that  which 
commenced  between  Ayder  and  the: 
Englilh  in  1767.  The  late  war  is 
omitted  by  the  author,  for  want 
of  what  hu  deems  authentic  infor¬ 
mation.- 

Clark’s  (C  Concife  Hillory-  of 
Knighthood^  containing  the  Reli¬ 
gious  and  Military  Orders  which 
have  been  inllituted  in  Europe, ,r 
is  the'  production  of  an  ingenious' 
engravet,  whofe  pu'rfuits  have  led 
him  to  the  iluciy  of  heraldry,  and 
other  branches  of  knowledge  con- 

o 

needed  with  that  object.  With  he¬ 
raldry  the'  mftitutkui-s  of  knight¬ 
hood 
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relieR  upon,  as  teflimonies  of  hillo- 
rical  facts. 

1  he  utility  of  fuch  a  publican 
tion  as  the  u  Supplement  to  the 
Fifth  Edition  of  Collins’s  Peerage 
of  England,”  is  too  evident  to  be 
denied.  The  changes  in  families* 
and  new  creations,  continually  call 
for  alterations  and  additions  in. 
works  of  this  kind.  Mr.  Long*- 
mate  is  well  qualified  for  the  bull- 
ne Is  he  hath  undertaken,  and  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  exerted  great  dili¬ 
gence  of  enquiry.  We  apprehend 
that  in  fome  cafes,  and  efpecially 
in  thole  of  lord  Rawdon  and  the 
earl  of  Leicefrer,  he  mult  have  re¬ 
ceived  affifiance  fidin  the  noble 
peers  themfelves.  It  is  the  in- 
tereft  of  titled  families  to  give  all 
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j-.O'ic.  have  a  very  clofe  conjunction. 
The  fuhjebt  is  curious,  and  contri- 
bufes  to  the  better  underflaridirig 
of  general  hillory.  Though,  there¬ 
fore,  the  author  is  not  wholly  free 
from  errors  and  defect  s$  and  though 
his  language  is  no  model  .either  of 
correctiiefs  or  elegance,  his  work 
will  be  inftructive  and  p leafing 
to  thofe  who  have  not  inclina¬ 
tion  op  leifure  tor  deeper  inveffi- 
gations . 

Mrs.  Dobfon  has  translated,  from 
the  French  of  Monfieur  de  St.  Pa- 
laye,  “^Meftioifs  of  Ancient  Chi¬ 
valry,  to  which  are  added,  the 
Anecdotes  of  rhe  Times,  front  the 
Romance  Writers  and Hiflorians  of 
thofe  .Ages,” 
ready  well  known 
her  Tranilations 
Petrarch,  and 
Troubadours, 
conteyed  very  pleaiin 
to  the  world  ;  and  the  former 
which,  efpecially  in  the  original, 
is  one  of  the  molt  entertaining 
books  that  ever  was  written.  The 
rWefent  volume  probably  com¬ 
pletes  her  delign  of  delineating  the 
literature  and  manners  which  fome 
centuries  ago  were  prevalent  in 
E u rope .  Though  i t  contains  many 
extraordinary  anecdotes,  and  throws 
no  final!  light  on  the  fpirit  and 
etilloms  of  our  European  anceflors 
ivhen  chivalry  was  the  fafhioh,  it 
hath  not  inteiefled  us  quite  fo 
greatly  as  Mrs,  Rob  Ion’s  other 
publications.  Better  judges  than 
ourielves  may  form,  perhaps,  a 
different  opinion  ;  and  it  would  bfe 
doing  injullice  to  the  tranflator  not 
to  lev,  that  the  Memoirs  before  us 
will  afford  to  the  reader  fome  m- 
flrucffion,  and  nfore  amufement. 
We  have  a  fufpicion,  that  in  feve- 
ra!  inftances  the  lidtions  or  exag¬ 
gerations  of  romances  are  too  much 


is  a  book  of  authority.  The  ge¬ 
nealogies  which  are  the  moft  la* 
bo u fed  in  the  prefent  volume,  be¬ 
tides  the  two  already  mentioned, 
are  thofe  that  relate  to  lord  Dacre, 
barone  s  Willoughby  of  Erefby* 
lord  Say  and  Sefe,  lord  Loughbo¬ 
rough,  lord  Bagot,  and  the  earl  of 
Norwich. 

Fielding’s  u  New  Peerage  of 
England,  Scotland,'  and  Ireland, ” 
in  two  final!  volumes,  is,  from  its 
concifenefs,  intended  only  for  com¬ 
mon  readers,  or  for  occafional  con- 
Tultation,  and  appears  to  be  well 
adapted  to  the  purpofe.  Befides 
containing  accounts  If  noble  fami- 
lies,  it  treats  on  the  Origin  and 
Progfefs  of  Ho'rioUrs  on  the  Man¬ 
ner  of  creating  Peers,  and  on  tli  e' 
Orders  of  Knighthood;  A  fhort 
Introduction  to  Heraldry  is  like- 
wife  given,  with  the  Genealogical 
Defcents  and  Intermarriages  of  all 
the  Sovereigns  of  Europe. 

The  u  journal  of  the  Siege  of 
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This  lady  is  al¬ 
to  the  public  by 

of  the  Life  of  the  aid  in  their  power  to  the  com- 
the  Hiftofy  of  the  pilfers  of  peerages,  and  efpecially 
works  which  have  to  fuch  a  work  as  Collins’s,  which, 
information 
of 
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Gibraltar”  being  merely  a  Journal, 
and  not  defer  vies-  the  name  of  a 

o 

Hillory,  it  is  iufficient  barely  to 
announce  it  to  our  readers. 


deed,  may  be  confidered  as  a  na«* 
tional  work,  it  affotds  room  for 
many  hifiorical  and  critical  enqui¬ 
ries  and  difculfions  which  could  not 


The  year  1784  hath  been  very 
fruitful  in  biographical  productions, 
both  collectively  confidered  and 
with  regard  to  new  lives.  In  this 
year  hath  appeared  the  third  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  fecund  edition  of  the 
Biographia  Britanhica,  with 
Corrections,  Enlargement-',  and 
the  Addition  of  new  Lives.”  The 
editor,  Dr.  Kip  pis*  apologizes,  m 
his  Preface,  for  the  delay  of  the 
work,  by  reciting  the  labour  which 
it  requires.  More  than  double  the 
proportion  of  new  lives  has  fallen 
to  his  fhare  ;  the  additions  to  the 
old  articles,  which  are  very  nu¬ 
merous^  and,  in  many  calcs,  very 
large,  are  almoft  exclufively  his 
own  ;  the  previous  revifion  and 
fubfequent  correction  of  the  whole 
work  come  within  his  department ; 
rio  final!  compafs  of  reading  is  ab- 
ibluteiy  nec  diary  to  the  due  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  undertaking  ;  and  of¬ 
ten  the  requifite  information  can- 
liot  be  obtained  without  a  corref- 
pandence  by  letter-’,  and  a  variety 
of  perform!  applications,.  Nearly 
one  half  of  the  volume  now  pub- 
liihed  con  fills  of  frefli  matter.  The 
new  lives  are  thirty-fix  in  number, 
and  the  additions  to  the  old  articles 
are  as  important  arid  valuable  as 
the  new  lives.  It  fee  ms  to  have 
been  the  wift\  of  the  editor  to  im¬ 
prove  the  Biograph ica  Britannica 
to  the  11  tin  off  of  his  power.  He 
a v ai  h  hi  in  fd f,  i  n  p a  r t ic  u  1  a r,  o f  h i s 
reading,  to  give,  wherever  an  op- 
'  portuniry  or.  cm,  an  extenlive  view 
of  British  literature,  arid  of  the 
com roverfes  which  have  been  car¬ 
ried  on  in  this  country .  As  the  de- 
fign  is  on  a  large  fcalc,  and,  in- 


be  admitted  iiyfmaller  publications. 
In  the  conduct  of  fo  great  an  im- 
dertaking,  feveral  things  will  al- 
mofi  unavoidably  be:  expofed  to 
exception  and  fieri  dure  bat  that 
the  editor  has  not  been  deficient  m 
attention  and  diligence  is  generally 
acknowledged.  It  is,  like  wife  al- 
lowed,  that  he  has  come  prepared 
to  his  b  Mine  is  with  a  c  on  fid  er  abler 
portion  of  that  fort  of  know, edge 
and  learning  which  qualified  him 
for  biographical  refearches  and 
communications.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  hath  been  very  felicitous 
to  apply  to  living  fources  of  intd- 
1 1  ye  no  e .  Th  i  s  is  e  v  id  e  n  t  fro  m  m  a  11  y 
of  the  articles,  the  materials  of 
which  have  been  derived  trom  the 
m off  authentic  information  of  a 
perfond  and  dmnetfic  nature. 

The  44  New  Univertah  Hi  ion- 
cal,  and  Literary  Drdionary,”  in 
twelve  volumes,  Svo.  is  more  ex¬ 
tend  ve  in  its  objecSt  than  the  Bio- 
graphica  Britannica,  but  much 
more  confined  with  refpebt  to  the 
length  of  its  lives.  Its  title  will 
inform  u-s  that  it  includes  perfons 
of  all  nations,  and  in  all  ages. 
Like  the  Biographia  it  is  an  im¬ 
provement  of  a  former  edition, 
though  comprifcd  in  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  of  v  olumes  of  which  that  edition, 
eon  filled.  Foi  this'purpoie  fonie 
of  the  old  articles  are  left  out,  and 
others,  we  imagine,  mu.fi  be  not  a 
little  curtailed.  Six  hundred  new 
lives  are  given  in  the  prelent  1111- 
preifion,  many  of  which  are  need- 
iarily  very  ihort,  while  others  of 
them  have  as-  much  length  as  is 
competent  to  the  nature  of  the  un¬ 
dertaking.  The  utility  of  Inch  a 
compilation  is  undeniable,  as  al- 

tad 


DOMESTIC  LITERATURE,  [i49] 


moil  every  reader  mull  have  occa- 
lion  to  confult  a  work  of  this  kind. 
The  editors  >viil  forgive  us  for  fug- 
gelling,  'hat  there  are  fome  articles, 
elpecially  in  the  Appendix,  the 
fubjects  of  which  were  too  infigni- 
ficant  to  merit  a  place  in  any  col¬ 
lection. 

Mr.  Middleton’s  44  Biographia 
Evangelica,”  the  third  volume  of 
which  is  now  publifhed,  fhews.it- 
felf,  from  its  very  title,  to  be  a 
work  of  a  confined  nature.  It  is 
intended  to  give  an  hifloricai  ac¬ 
count  of  the  lives  and  deaths  of 
the  moil  eminent  evangelical  au- 
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thors  or  preachers,  both  Bntifh 
and  foreign,  in  the  feveral  denomi¬ 
nations  of  Proteftants,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  Reformation  to 
the  prefent  time.  Our  co Hector’s 
favourite  divines,  feveral  of  whom 
Were  of  great  and  deferred  fame, 
are  of  the  Calvinillical  perfuaiion. 
Mr.  Middleton  is  not  poffeiled  of 
thofe  powers  of  compoiition  which 
enable  him  to  exhibit  his  original 
materials  to  the  be  if  advantage. 

o 

Noble’s  44  Memoirs  of  the  Pro¬ 
tectorate -houle  of  Cromwell  ;  de¬ 
duced  from  an  early  Period,  and 
continued  down  to  the  prefent 
Time  5”  contlitute  one  of  the  moll 
laborious  invelligations  of  family - 
hiilory  that  hath  ever  fallen  with¬ 
in  our  notice.  The  frit  volume 
hath  collected  together  whatever 
can  be  met  with  concerning  the 
anceflors  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  his 
private  life,  his  children  and 
defeendants.  The  fecond  volume 
gives  an  account  of  thofe  who 
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have  been  connected  with  the 
Cromwell  family,  by  the  collateral 
ties  of  blood,  or  by  affiance.  The 
materials  which  Mr.  Noble  has 
brought  to  light  are  not  always 
worthy  of  the  pains  and  labour 
which  it  mull  have  coft  him  to  pro¬ 
cure  them.  His  work,  however, 


cannot  fail  of  gratifying  the  curio¬ 
sity  of  a  number  of  readers,  in 
fpeaking  of  Cromwell’s  character, 
he  doth  not  betray  either  the  bi- 
gotry  of  adherence,  or  the  bigotry 
of  averfion.  Though  the  author 
is  a.  clergyman  of  the  church  of 
England,  we  imagine,  from  feve¬ 
ral  inaccuracies  of  ilyle,  that  he 
has  not  had  an  univerlity  educa-. 
tion.  Thefe  inaccuracies,  we  trull, 
will  be  corrected  in  a  fecond  edi¬ 
tion,  which  is  laid  to  be  in  agita¬ 
tion,  and  which  may  be  expe&ed 
to  contain  other  improvements. 

Though  Mr.  Davies’s  44  Drama¬ 
tic  Mifcellanies,”  are  not  llridtly 
biographical,  yet,  as  they  furnifli 
a  variety  of  anecdotes  concerning 
the  writers  and  aftors  of  plays,  they 
may  fitly  be  mentioned  under  the 
head  of  Bio  graphy.  In  the  point 
we  are  fpeaking  of,  they  may  be 
considered  as, an  agreeable  Supple¬ 
ment  to  the  author’s  Memoirs  of 
Garrick. 

With  regard  t?  fingle  lives,  Mr. 
Sheridan's  Life  of  Dr.  Swift  is  enti¬ 
tled  to  peculiar  attention.  No  one, 
now  exifling,  could  be  fo  well  quali¬ 
fied  to  write  it  from  perfonal  know¬ 
ledge.  No  one  can  have  a  greater,  * 
or,  perhaps,  an  equal  reverence  for 
the  memory  of  the  dean  of  St.  Pa¬ 
trick's.  Accordingly,  the  account 
of  this  extraordinary  man,  now  pub- 
lifhed,  is  written  con  amove ;  and  moll 
people  will  think  that  the  biogra¬ 
pher’s  admiration  of  his  hero,  is  car¬ 
ried  to  a  prodigious  excels.  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  reprefems  Dr.  Swift  as  utterly 
free  from  vice  ;  and,  indeed,  as 
one  of  the  moil  perfedl  and  exalted 
characters  that  ever  exilled  :  and 
yet  it  requires  only  to  read  the 
work  before  us,  to  be  fatjsfied  that 
he  had  many  de fedls.  It  is  evident, 
from  the  relation  here  given  of 'his 
behaviour  to  mils  Vanhomrigh  and 
Stella,  that  his  conduct  towards 
4  thefe 
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thefe  ladies  was  highly  blaraeable, 
and  that  it  can  never  be  reconciled 
to  honour  and  humanity.  Jn  other 
refpeHs,  Mr.  Sheridan  applauds 
the  dean  where  he  did  not  deter vc 
to  be  applauded.  It  will,  at  the 
fame  time,  he  readily  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  that  he  was  poTeil'ed  of  very 
eminent  virtues.  Mr.  Sheridan 
has  luccecdcd  in  fliewing  that  Dr. 
Swift  was  of  far  greater  import- 
since  with  Harley  and  Bolingbroke, 
and  more  confidentially  admitted 
into  the  feeret  of  affairs,  than  feme 
perfons  have  imagined.  He  hath 
made,  likewife,  a  number  of  juft 
itridtures,  though,  perhaps,  deli¬ 
vered  with  too  much  feverity,  on 
the  mifreprefentations  of  lord  Or¬ 
rery  and  Dr.  Johnfori.  Many  of 
Mr*  Sheri  daws  anecdotes  are  equal¬ 
ly  new  and  entertaining  ;  and  he 
has  enabled  his  readers  to  obtain  a 
more  exadt  and  comprehenfive  view 
bf  dean  Swift’s  character  than  could 
pofiibly  have  been  acquired  from 
any  former  publications.  This 
Life  is  prefixed  to  a  new  edition  of 
the  dean’s  works  which  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  hath  fuperintended.  We 
could  have  wifhed  that  fonie  of  the 
non  fen  le  which  has  been  too  fedu- 
louftv  collected,*  had  been  left  out 
of  the  prelent  imprelfion  ;  and  we 
hare  no  doubt  but  that  the  editor’s 
gocdfenftq  as  well  as  his  venera¬ 
tion  for  the  memory  of  his  favour- 
ire  author,  would  have.  led  him  to 
do  it,  had  it  been  permitted  by  the 
book  fellers.  The  arrangement  of 
Dr.  Swift’s  writings  is  confider- 
ably  improved. 

Mr.  Gilpin  has  fo  well  recom¬ 
mended  himfelf  to  general  elieem 
by  his  Lives  of  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Reformers,  and  by  his  other 
inftrudtivc  and  agreeable  produc¬ 
tions,  that  his  appearance  in  the 
literary-  world  is  always  received 
with  fatis  faction.  This  year  he  has 


/  '  d 

i  T  E  R  A  T  U  i  Ed 

favoured  the  public  with  a  u  Lifts 
of  Thomas  Cranmer,  archbifhop 
of  Canterbury,”  which  is  written 
with  great  truth,  impartiality,  and 
elegance*  While  Mr.  Gilpin  is1 
fully  fenfible  of  Cranmer’s  excel¬ 
lencies,  be  is  not  blind  to  his  er¬ 
rors  and  defects.  The  genuine 
character  of  the  good  archbifhop  is 
difplayed,  in  its  various  lights,* 
with  vivacity  and  fpirit ;  and  our 
author’s  fentiments  on  eccleliaftical 
fubjedfs  are  rational,  liberal,  and 
candid.  There  are  few  better  mo¬ 
dels  of  Biographical  compofitioa 
than  thofe  which  have  been  exhi¬ 
bited  by  Mr.  Gilpin ;  and,  there¬ 
fore,  we  hope  that  he  will  embrace 
farther  occasions  of  exefciling  his 
abilities  in  this  walk  of  literature. 

We  cannot  fpeak  with  the  fame 
applaulc  concerning  Mr.  Mafters’s 
“  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writ¬ 
ings  of  trie  late  rev;-  Thomas  Ba¬ 
ker.”  Though  the  materials  for 
this  wofk,  which  formerly  belong¬ 
ed  to  Dr.  Zachary  Grey,  have 
been  fourteen  years  in  the  polTel- 
fion  of  the  prefent  biographer,  he 
has  made  fuch  an  indifferent  ufe  of 
them,  that  he  has  given  to  thd 
public  a  very  crude  and  indigefted 
performance.  Mr.  M afters,  we 
doubt  not,  is  a  learned  antiquary  ; 
but  he  haS  tto  pretenfiofts  to  the 
.  c  liar  after  of  a  good  writer.  More 
buftle  has  been  made  abnut  Mr. 
Baker  himfelf  than  he  appears  to 
have  defterved.  His  reputation 
principally  refts  on  his  u  Reflee- 
tions  upon  Learning,”  which  it 
was  long  the  fafbioh  to  applaud, 
but  which,  though  well  written; 
are  too  defective,  and  too  full  of 
prejudices,  to  be  efteemed  a  very 
capital  production.  He  was  cer¬ 
tainly  a  man  of  difiingui filed  lite¬ 
rature,  and  a  deep  explorer  of  an¬ 
tiquities  ;  but  what  was  the  refulf 
of  his  mighty  labours  ?  He  lperit 
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Slhioft  his  whole  time  in  collecting 
and  tranfcribing  papers  ;  and, 
though  he  lived  to  be  confidently 
more  than  eighty  years  of  age, 
his  main  defiyn  was  never  carried 
into  execution.  If,  like  honelf 
Anthony  Wood,  he  had  formed 
his  materials  into  an  Athena?  Can- 
tabrigienfes,  he  would  juilly  have 
been  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and 
praifes  of  pofterity.  At  prefent, 
his  collections  are  only  ufeful  for 
occafional  confultation.  His  44  Hif- 
tory  of  St.  John’s  College,  Cam¬ 
bridge,”  which  was  left  by  him  in 
a  more  finifhed  hate,  is  laid  to  have 
been  withheld  from  the  public  on 
account  of  the  prejudices  with 
which  it  is  replete. 

The  44  Hiftorical  and  Critical 
Difiertation  on  the  Life  and  Writ¬ 
ings  of  James  the  Fir  it,  King  of 
Scotland,”  contains  a  variety  of 
particulars  concerning  him,  which 
tv  ere  not  known  to  the  generality 
of  readers.  It  is  the  literary  cha¬ 
racter  of  this  monarch  that  is. the 
chief  objedt  of  our  Differtator’s  at¬ 
tention.  James  was  undoubtedly 
an  excellent,  learned,  arid  accorn- 
plilhed  prince,  whole  memory  is 
entitled  to  high  veneration  ;  and 
the  public  is  obliged  to  the  p relent 
author  for  doing  juft  ice  to.  his 
merit. 

Mr.  P  ob'infon  of  Cambridge  has 
prefixed  to  his  44  Tratifiation  of 
Saurii/s  Sermons/’  a  Ihort  Lite 
of  that  eminent  Divine,  written 
with  fpirit ;  and  Air.  Nichols,  in 
his  44  Topographicas,”  has  inferted 
feveral  pieces  of  a  biographical  na¬ 
ture.  Among  the  reft,  there  is  a 
curious  communication  by  Mr. 
Badcock,  relative  to  the  Weftley 
family.-  The  account,  likewife,  of 
the  Spalding  Society,  and  of  Mau-4 
rice  Johnfon,  efq.  the  great  foul 
of  it,  will  be  not  a  little  entertain¬ 
ing,  especially  to  antiquaries.  A 
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Supplement  to  the  former  Life  of 
Sir  John  Hawkwood,  corrects  its 
errors,  and  fupplies  its  defects. 

Voltaire’s  04  Memoirs  of  Him- 
felf,”  which  were  printed  here 
both  in  French  and  in  Knglifh,  fur- 
nifti  the  laft  biographical  article  that 
calls  for  our  notice.  The  authen¬ 
ticity  of  the  work  was  at  firft  doubt¬ 
ed,  but  the  doubt  was  boon  given 
up.  Indeed,  the  turn  of  ftyle  and 
fentiment,  the  petulance,  wit,  and 
fpirit  which  prevail  in  the  Me¬ 
moirs,  are  fuffieient  indications  of 
their  original  author.  Monfieur 
Voltaire  is  very  fevere  on  fame  per¬ 
forms,  and  efpecially  on  the  king  of 
Pruffia  ;  and  his  feverity  is  faid  to 
have  excited  the  refentment  of  that 
monarch.  It  is  not  from  fuch 
books  as  the  prefen  t,  that  mankind 
will  be  infpired  with  any  extraor¬ 
dinary  veneration  for  fovereigti 
princes. 

Dr.  Playfair’s  44  Syftem  of  Chro-' 
fiology,”  which  is  printed  on  a 
large  icale,  is  a  work  of  great  con- 
fequerice  on  that  important  fubiect. 
It  contains  1.  An  Explanation  of 
the  principles  of  the  Science  j  to¬ 
gether  with  an  Account  of  the 
moll  remarkable  Epochs,  EEras, 
and  Periods,  the  Dates  and  Extent, 
of  which  are  afeertained.  2.  A 
Chronological  Hiftory,  which  ex¬ 
hibits  a  connected  View  of  the  Rime, 
Mode,  and  Give  urn  fiances  of  the  O- 
rig-in,  (Tog-refs,  Decline,  and  Fall  of 
every  conliderable  Kingdom,  from 
the  earlieft  Period  to  the  prelent.  3* 
A  Lift  of  feveral  Eclipfes  before  the 
C  brill  ian  FEra,  obferved  by  Aftro- 
riomers,  or  recorded  by  Hiftorians, 
and  of  all  the  Eclipfes  from  A.  D. 
1 ,  to  A.  D.  19C0,  with  an  expla¬ 
natory  Preface.  4.  A  Chronolo¬ 
gical  Lift  of  Councils,  in  which 
the  Date,  Place,  and  Subject  of 
every  Council  are  ipecified.  4. 

Chiu- 
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Chronological  Tables  and  Charts 
from  B.  C.  2300,  to  A.  D.  17^4? 
adapted  to  a  Scale,  and  alcertain- 
ing  the  Duration  of  the  Lives  and 
Reigns  of  the  moil  eminent  Per- 
lonages  in  all  ages.  6,  A  Lift  of 
remarkable  Events  and  Occurrences 
relating  to  every  Kingdom  and  Na¬ 
tion,  from  the  earlieft  Ages  to  the 
prefent  Times  ;  with  the  Dates  of 
many  Celeftial  Phenomena.  7. 
Supplemental  Tables,  illuftrating 
the  feveral  Parts  of  the  Syflem. 
g.  A  Copious  Biographical  Index, 
in  which  the  Dates  of  the  Reigns 
of  Kings,  and  of  the  Lives  of  re¬ 
markable,  Men  in  all  Ages,  are  in¬ 
ferred,  and  concife  Characters  of 
both  are  occafionally  given.  Un¬ 
der  thefe  feveral  heads,  Dr.  Play¬ 
fair  appears  to  have  taken  uncom¬ 
mon  pains,  and  to  have  been  foli- 
citous  to  give  his  work  as  much 
perfection  as  was  in  his  power. 
When  we  deliver  our  opinion  that 
it  is  till,  in  certain  refpets,  capa¬ 
ble  of  improvement,  perhaps  we 
lay  no  more  than  what  may  ever 
be  raid  concerning  any  undertaking 
of  fo  extenhve  and  multifarious 
a  nature.  We  apprehend  that  fome 
Chronological  queGons  might  have 
been  coafidered  with  greater  preci- 
iion,  and  that  fufficiently  judicious 
di fcri m i nations  and  diftributions  of 
epochas.  are  yet  wanting.  How¬ 
ever,  we  do  not  upon  the  whole, 
know  of  any  Syflem  of  Chrono¬ 
logy  which  unites  in  it  10  many 
advantages  as  this  of  Dr.  Play¬ 
fair's. 

A  pot  humous  piece  of  the  late 
Dr.  John  Blair’s  has  been  publifli- 
ed,  entitled,  41  The  Hiftory  of  the 
Rife  and  Prog  refs  of  Geography.” 
It  is  an  ingenious  performance,  in 
which  the  iubject  is  treated  with 
oreat  accuracy  and  learning.  '  The 
author’s  apology  for  the  errors  ot 
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Ptolemy  the  geographer,  winch 
errors  many  writers  have  feverely 
condemned,  is  equally  candid  and 
judicious.  Ptolemy’s  miflakes  aroie 
from  the  ignorance  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived,  and  not  from  the 
ignorance  oi  the  man  ;  his  know¬ 
ledge  being  as  perfect  as  the  low 
condition  of  feience  at  that  time 
allowed.  The  Prefent  State  ot 
Geography  is  not  difeuffed  by  Dr. 
Blair. 

Mr.  Lemon’s  44  Englifh  Etymo¬ 
logy,  or,  a  Derivative  Dictionary 
of  the  Englifh  Language,”  may  as 
properly  be  mentioned  under  the 
head  of  Antiquities,  as  under  that 
of  Critical  Learning.  The  work 
is  divided  into*  two  alphabets,  trac¬ 
ing  the  etymology  of  thole  words 
that  are  derived,  firfl,  from,  the 
Greek  and  Latin  languages,  and, 
fecondly2  from  the  Saxon  and  other 
Northern  tongues.  The  whole  is 
compiled  from  Voffi us,  Meric  Ga¬ 
la  ub  on,  -  Spelman,  Somner,  Min- 
fhew,  Junius,  Skinner,  Verftegan, 
Ray,  Nugent,  Upton,  Cleland, 
and  other  etymologiifs.  The  Pre¬ 
face  contains  a  Defence  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  Language,  and  treats  on  the 
Ufe  of  Etymology 4  Our  author’s 
grand  polition  is,  that,  through 
whatever  channels  the  words  of 
our  modern  Englifh  have  been  de¬ 
rived,  whether  Roman,  Gothic, 
Celtic,  Saxon,  Teutonic,  or  Ice¬ 
landic,  Dill  it  is  the  Greek  alone 
which  is  the  true  baits  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  tongue.  Every  rational  ffcho- 
lar  will  be  fenfible  that  this  is  a  po¬ 
lition  too  bold  and  too  precarious 
to  be  maintained  by  full  and  folid 
evidence.  It  has  been  the  fault  of 
etymologies  to  pitrfue  the  deriva-* 
tion  of  words  to  a  ridiculous  excels, 
and  of  antiquaries  to  afliime  fome 
favourite  doctrine,  to  which  every 
object  is  referred.  If  Mr.  Lemon 

has 
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fraS  not  efcaped  thefe  faults,  his 
Dictionary  may,  notwithfllnding, 
contain  much  ufeful  information, 
and  be  a  book  that  may  often  be 
confulred  with  advantage. 

Mr.  A  file’s  44  Origin  and  Pro- 
grefs  of  Writing,  as  well  Hiero¬ 
glyphic  as  Elementary,  illuft rated 
by  Engravings  taken  from  Marbles, 
Manufcripts,  and  Charters,  Anci¬ 
ent  and  Modern,”  is  a  very  curious 
performance,  it  is  written  by  a 
gentleman  deeply  converlant  in  the 
knowledge  and  ftudy  of  antiqui¬ 
ties,  of  which  he  has  given  many 
decifive  proofs  to  the  public  ;  fo 
that  no  one  who  has  the  lead  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  his  character  can 
doubt  of  his  having  been  eminently 
qualified  for  the  prefent  undertak¬ 
ing.  The  work  before  us^  is  di¬ 
vided  into  nine  chapters,  the  fub- 
jedts  of’ which  are,  Hieroglyphics ; 
the  Origin  of  Letters  ;  the  Anti¬ 
quity  of  Writing;  General  Ac¬ 
count  of  Alphabets  :  the  Manner 
of  Writing  in  different  Ayes  and 
Countries  ;  Characters  and  Signs  ; 
Numerals,  and  Numeral  Charac¬ 
ters  ;  Writers,  Ornaments,  and 
Materials  for  Writing  ;  the  Origin 
and  Progrefs  of  Printing.  With 
regard  to  the  Origin  of  Letters, 

o  4  » 

Mr.  A  file  does  not  think,  as  tome 
learned  men  have  done,  that  al¬ 
phabetical  writing  was  fir  ft  commu¬ 
nicated  to  Moles,  or  that  it  was  of 
Divine  original.  In  this  opinion 
we  entirely  agree  with  him,  as 
well  as  in  his  account  of  the  pro- 
p-refs  of  the  human  mind  toward 
the  formation  of  an  alphabet. 
With  refpect  to  the  claims  of  dif¬ 
ferent  nations  to  the  invention  of 
letters,  our  author  confiders  the 
arguments  which ,  have  been  ad¬ 
vanced  in  favour  of  the  Egyptians, 
the  Phenicians,  the  Chaldeans,  the 
Syrians,  the  Indians,  and  the  A- 
rabians ;  and  pronounces  that,  up- 
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on  the  whole,  the  Phenicians  have 
the  belt  title  to  the  honour  of  this 
invention.  Mr.  Allle  does  not 
concur  in  fentiment  with  thole 
who  have  afierted,  that  all  alphas 
bets  ure  derived  from  o?ie,  there  be¬ 
ing  a  variety  of  alphabets  ufed  in 
different  parts  of  Alia,  which  dif¬ 
fer  from  the  Phenician,  ancient 
Hebrew  or  Samaritan,  in  name, 
number,  figure,  order,  and  power* 
The  alphabets  that  feem  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  derived  from  the  Pheni¬ 
cian,  are,  the  ancient  Hebrew,  or 
Samaritan,  the  Chaldaic,  the  Bai- 
tulan,  the  Punic,  Carthaginian,  or 
Sicilian,  the  Pelafgian  Greek,  and 
its  derivatives,  which  are  written 
in  the  Eaftern  manner,  from  right 
to  left,  and  the  Ionic  Greek,  writ¬ 
ten  from  left  to  right.  The  Ionic 
Greek  is  the  fource  from  whence 
not  only  moll  of  the  alphabets  of 
Europe  are  derived,  but  alfo  many 
others  which  have  been  adopted  in 
different  parts  of  Aha  and  Africa. 
But  we  are  in  danger  of  trefpali- 
ing  on  the  compendious  nature  of 
this  department  of  our  Annual  Re- 
gifter ;  and,  therefore,  fha.ll  only 
add,  that  on  the  feveral  topics  dii- 
c  lifted  in  the  prefent  work,  the 
render  will  find  a  variety  of  in- 
lt  ruCtion  much  out  of  the  common 
way,  and  which  could  not  eafily, 
if  at  all,  be  met  with  in  any  lingie 
author.  Mr.  Aiile’s  Introduction 
contains  a  review  of  the  events  that 
contributed  to  the  decline  and  re¬ 
iteration  of  fcience.  v 
■  The  value  and  excellence  of 
Mr.  G role’s  44  Antiquities  of  Eng¬ 
land  and  Wales,”  have  been  too 
long  known  to  the  public,  for  them, 
to  Hand  in  need  of  our  commenda¬ 
tion.  He  hath  now  obliged  the 
world  with  a  new  inlpreffion  of 
them,  in  large  oCtavo,  on  fine  im¬ 
perial  paper,  and  on  a  plan  which, 
he  conceives  to  be  better  adapted 

to 
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to  a 'work  of  this  kind  than  the  for¬ 
mer  edition.  Every  purchafer,  we 
believe,  will  concur  with  him  in 
this  opinion.  Befides  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  plan,  large  and  im¬ 
portant  additions  are  made  to  the 
Preface,  which  is  farther  enriched 
by  new  plates,  and  rendered  much 
more  uieful  by  a  complete  Index. 
The  body  of  the  work  is,  likewife, 
greatly  improved,  many  of  the 
plates  being  re-engraved,  the  de- 
icriptive  parts  enlarged,  and  the 
whole  advanced  to  a  higher  degree 
of  beauty  and  perfection. 

Of  Mr.  Jones’s  44  Mulical  and 
Poetical  Relics  of  the  Welch  Bards, 
preferved  by  Tradition,  and  authen¬ 
tic  Manufcripts,  from  remote  An¬ 
tiquity,’’  and  never  before  pub- 
liihed,  we  have  not  been  yet  fo 
fortunate  as  to  obtain  a  perufal. 
We  can,  therefore,  only  announce 
them  to  our  readers,  as  objects  that 
are  likely  to  afford  gratification 
both  to  the  curious  antiquary,  and 
the  lovers  of  polite  learning.  This 
may  the  more  certainly  be  expell¬ 
ed,  as  we  underhand'  that  the  edi¬ 
tor,  in  order  to  throw  light  upon 
thefe  ancient  compositions,  has 
<Hven  an  hiflorical  account  of  the 
bards,  their  poetry,  their  mufic, 
and  their  mulical  indruments,  An¬ 
other  circumilance  much  to  the 
honour  of  Mr.  Jones  is,  that  he 
hath  taken  care  to  obviate  all  fuf- 
picions  relative  to  the  authenticity 
pf  thefe  poems,  by  printing  the 
originals.  The  fame  juflice,  we 
hope,  will  foon  be  done  to  Ollian. 
A  number  of  Scotch  gentlemen  re¬ 
ading  at  Bengal  have,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  font  over  fix  hundred 
pounds,  for  the  purpofe  of  publifh- 
ing  the  original  Erie  of  the  old 
bard.  This  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
their  native  country,  at  fo  remote 
a  didance  from  it,  while  it  is  very 
honourable  to  thsmiclves,  may  be 
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expected  to  bring  to  a  decifion  z 
q u-e fHoii  concerning  which  critics 
have  been  greatly  divided,  and 
which  hath  never  been  cleared  up 
fo  fully  to  fat  is  faction,  as  not  to 
leave  fume  doubts  remaining  even 
in  the  mod  candid  mind. 

Mr.  Samuel  Pegge,  jun.  conti¬ 
nues  his  44  Curialia,  or  an  Hilto- 
rical  Account  of  fome  Branches  of 
the  Royal  Houfehoid.”  The  Se¬ 
cond  Part  contains  the  Edablilh- 
ment  and  Hiitory  of  the  Band  of 
Gentlemen  Peniioners.  The  infti- 
tution  of  this  band  has  been  com¬ 
monly  referred  to  the  time  of  Henry 
the  Seventh  ;  but  from  the  o  iginal 
datuies,  difcovered  by  Mr.  Pegge, 
it  appears  that  it  did  not  take  place 
till  the  early  part  of  his  fucceflbr’s 
reign.  How  much  the  importance 
and  fplendor  of  the  body  of  gen-? 
tlemen  peniioners  have  been  dimi- 
niflied,  is  evident  from  a  deicription 
which  lord  Hunfdon  gave  of  their 
confequence,  in  a  letter  to  king 
fames  the  bird,  and  from  ^he  redi- 
mony  of  lord  Clare,  who,  in  a 
fubfequent  period,  declared,  that, 
when  he  was  in  the  hand,  he  did 
not  know  a  worfe  man  in  it  than 
himfelf,  though  he  had  then  an  in¬ 
heritance  of  four  thoufand  pounds 
a  yrear.  Such  difcuifions  as  thole 
of  Mr.  Pegge  gratify  an  innocent 
curiofity,  and  ferve  to  throw  fome 
light  on  the  manners  of  the  times, 

O  ( 

The  44  Mifcellaneous  Remarks 
on  the  Enquiry  into  the  Evidence 
againd  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,”  are 
the  production  of  a  profound  and 
learned  antiquary.  The  letters 
fuppofed  to  have  been  written  by 
the  queen  to  Bothwell,  are  exa? 
mined  with  a  very  deep  knowledge 
of  the  old  French,  and  internal 
evidences  of  their  fpurioufnefs  are 
hence  deduced.  A  midake  of  Mr. 
Ty tier’s,  who  confounds  James 
earl  of  Both  well  with  his  Cathey 

Patrick 
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'Patrick  is  here  expofed  ;  and  it 
Is  (hewn,  that  the  former  was  a 
young  man  in  1560.  The  d i (qui¬ 
ll  tio  n  before  us  will  appear  dry  and 
unintere fling;  to  the  generality  of 
readers.  It  is  to  be  wiflied,  that 
the  author  of  the  prefent  craht  had 
rendered  it  more  popular  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  fumnaary  view  of  the  contro¬ 
versy  relative  to  Mary’s  correD 
pondence  with  Bothwell.  Such  a 
yiew,  from  fo  accurate  an  enquirer, 
might  have  been  ufefol  in  directing 
the  opinions  of  thofe  who  have  not 
leifure  to  enter  minutely  into  the 
fubjeft, 

Mr.  Nichols  continues  to  carry 
on.  with  vigour,  the  u  Bibliotheca 
Topographica  Brirannica,”  nine 
Numbers  of  which  have  been  pub- 
Jiflied  in  the  courfe  of  the  year. 
Th'efe  are,  Mr.  Dunconfoe’s  HID 
tory  of  Reculver  and  Herne  \  Ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  Memoirs  of  bir  John 
Hawkwood  ;  The  Hiftory  of  the 
Spalding  Society  ;  Mr.  Peggc’s 
Hi  Rory  of  Ecclefhal-Caflle  ;  Mr. 
Effex’s  Obfervg,tions_  pn  Croyland-- 
Abbey;  bir  John  Cullum’s  Hif¬ 
tory  of  Hawued  ;  Mr.  Pegge  on 
the  Roman  Roads,  and  on  the  Con¬ 
tain  ;  the  fame  Gentleman  on  the 
Textus  Retfenfis,  the  Elflobs,  and 
Mr.  johnfon,  Vicar  of  Cranbrooke  ; 
and  a  Continuation  of  the  Collec¬ 
tions  towards  the  Hilfory  of  Bed- 
fordfhire.  It  is  evident  from  the 
fubjefts  treated  of,  and  from  the 
characters  of  the  communicators, 
that  thefe  dilferentpublicatioaswill, 
upon  the  whole,  afford  much  en¬ 
tertainment  to  the  curious  anti¬ 
quary. 

Books  of  Travels,  which  for¬ 
merly  were  much  confined  to  France 
and  Italy,  and  the  countries  clofely 
adjoining,  have  lately  taken  a  dif¬ 
ferent  turn,  and  occupied  a  wider 


range.  The  northern  kingdoms  of 
Europe  have  for  iorne  time  pail 
been  affiduoufly  explored,  and  Den* 
mark,  Sweden,  and  Ruffin,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  have  employed  the  pens  of 
various  travellers.  No  lei's  than 
three  publications  of  this  kind  have 
appeared  in  the  year  17S4.  The 
fir  ft  we  fhall  mention  is  not,  indeed, 
wholly  appropriated  to  the  north 
or  Europe,  as  will  be  evident  from 
the  title,  which  is  u  Obier various 
on  the  prefent  State  of  Denmark, 
Ruffia,  and  Switzerland  ;  in  a  Se¬ 
ries  of  Letters. ”  The  Letters  are 
forty-two  in  number,  and  were 
written  at  confiderabie  intervals, 
from  the  20th  of  May,  1777,  to 
the  1  Rth  of  Odfober,  1782.  They 
are  the  productions  of  a  gentleman 
of  fenfe  and  obfervation,  who  does 
not  aim  at  elaborate  composition. 
His  accounts  of  Denmark  andRuf- 
fja  feem  in  part  to  been  fuperceded 
by  the  narrations  of  travellers, 
whole  vifits  to  thefe  countries  have 
been  more  recent.  The  eDht 
Letters,  m  a  Carrel" ’pondence  from 
a  young  Student  at  Copenhagen, 
to  his  Friend  at  St.  Thomas’s,  con¬ 
taining,'  various  Remarks  on  the 
Genius  and  Spirit  of  the  Danifh. 
Nation,  have  a  vivacity  and  a 
mixture  of  adventure,  which  give 
them  fomething  of  the  novel  form. 
In  the  Account  of  Switzerland,  the 
Defcription  of  Sauenlam.fo  in  the 
Canton  of  Berne,  and  of  the  Shep¬ 
herd-Life  of  the  Inhabitants,  is 
particularly  curious.  The  author 
clofes  the  work  with  a  ludicrous 
relation  of  the  entertainment  given 
at.  Stutgard,  in  1782,  to  the  grand- 
duke  and  duchefs  of  Ruffia.  It 
contains  a  flrong  picture  of  the 
abfurdity,  fatigue,  and  di (appoint¬ 
ment,  refulting  from  the  difpiav 
of  falfe  magnificence.  Some  enter¬ 
taining  circumitanqej  refpebKng 
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RoulTeau,  Lavater,  and  other  wri¬ 
ters,  are  interfperled  in  the  preient 
publication. 

The  44  Anecdotes  of  the  Ruffian 
Empire",  in  a  Series  of  Letters, 
written  a  few  years  ago,  from  St. 
Peterfburgh,”  are  the  production 
of  Mr.  Kichardfon,  now  Profelfor 
of  Humanity,  in  the  univerfity  of 
Glafgow,  and  well  known  in  the 
literary  world,  by  his  elegant 
poems,  and  efpecially  Ty  his  admi¬ 
rable  Elba  vs  on  the  Characters  of 
Shakfpeare.  He  doth  not  mean  to 
give  a  complete  Account  of  the 
Ruffian  empire,  but  to  relate  prin¬ 
cipally  l'uch  circum  dances  as  ft  ruck, 
him  in  the  manners  of  the  natives. 
The  work  is  partly  of  a  mifcella- 
neous  nature  ;  for,  befides  Anec¬ 
dotes  concerning  Ruffin,  it  conta  ns 
Imitations  of  ieveral  Fables  from 
the  German  of  Leffing  and  Gel- 
lert ;  lome  Copies  of  Verfes,  both 
Originals  and  Tranfla.ti.ons,  and 
Hiftorical  Narratives.  The  Relar 
tion  of  the  Abdication  of  Victor 
Amadeus,  king  of  Sardinia,  in  the 
Year  1730,  and  of  his  Attempt  :o 
remount  the  Throne  which  he  had 
quitted,  furnhTies  one  of  the  moil 
curious  and  entertaining  parts  of 
the  volume  before  us.  Several 
other  letters  are  upon  fu bj efts  not 
a  little  interefling  and  inflruCHve, 
and  all  of  them  are  well  written. 
The  poetical  communications  will 
pleafe  every  reader  of  tafte  ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  prefect  perform¬ 
ance  cannot  fail  of  being  peruied 
with  much  fatisfadion. 

But  the  grand  work  of  the  year 
concerning-  the  northern  kingdoms 
of  Europe,  is  Mr.  Coxe’s  u  'Tra¬ 
vels  into  Poland,  Ruffia,  Sweden, 
and  Denmark  ;  interfperfed  with 
Hiftorical  Relations  and  Political 
Inquiries,”  and  illuftrated  with 
Charts  and  Engravings.  How  well 
.Mr.  Coxe  was  likely  to  be  qualified 
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for  an  undertaking  of  this  kind 
would  in  part  be  collected  frsrn  his 
form  r  publications ;  and  his  rea¬ 
ders  will  have  the  pleafure  of  find¬ 
ing  that,  in  writing  the  perform¬ 
ance  before  us,  he  came  prepared 
with  every  advantage.  He  has 
gone  farther  into  the  interior  parts 
of  Poland  and  Ruffia  than  any  1 
other  Englifh  traveller  ;  and  hence 
his  deferi ption  of  the  real  ftate  of 
thefe  countries  is  as  new  as  it  is 
exa £t  and  authentic.  It  is  noq 
however,  by  his  travels  alone  that 
he  fitted  himfclf  for  the  prefent  de- 
lign,  but  by  a  diligent  courfe  of 
reading,  and  the  clofell  enquiries 
among  thofe  who  were  belt  able  to 
furnifh  him  with  proper  intelli¬ 
gence.  In  regard  to  Poland,  he 
was  honoured  with  information, 
from  perfons  of  the  highe It  rank 
and  authority  ;  and  fortunately  ob¬ 
tained  p  ffeffion  of  lbme  original 
letters  written  from  VVarfuv,  be¬ 
fore  and  during  the  partitio  ,,  which 
hav  e  enabled  him  to  throw  a  confi- 
derable  light  over  that  interefling' 
period.  With  refpect  to  Ruffia,  as 
the  emprefs  herfelf  deigned  to  an- 
fwer  fome  queries  relative  to  the 
Rate  of  the  public  pri  foils,  this 
gracious  coudtfcenfion  in  fo  great 
a  iovereign  facilitated  Mr.  Coxe?s 
farther  inquiries.  To  this  it  muff 
be  added,  that  the  late  celebrated 
hi  dorian,  Mr.  Muller,  favoured 
him  with  various  communications 
on  fome  of  the  moth  important  and 
intricate  parts  of  the  Ruffian  an¬ 
nals,  and  pointed  out  to  him  the 
mod  approved  writers  on  this  em¬ 
pire.  The  nature  of  the  Swedifh 
government  rendered  the  fources  of 
information  eafy  of  acceis  ;  and, 
ft  nee  our  author’s  return  to  Eng¬ 
land,  feveral  Swedifh.  gentlemen, 
well  verfed  in  the  conftitution  of 
their  country,  have  fupplied  him 
tyith  much  additional  intelligence  \ 
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Not  having  poflefled  the  fame  ad¬ 
vantages  with  regard  to  Denmark, 
he  has  confined  himfelf  to  thofe 
eircumfianees  which  he  was  able  to 
afcertain,  it  having  been  his  in¬ 
variable  refolution  never  to  adopt 
uncertain  accounts,  but  to  adhere 
Iblely  to  thofe  facts  which  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  derived  from  the  molt  un¬ 
questionable  authorities*-  In  rhe 
hifloncai-  relations  he  has  had  re- 
:ourfe  to  many  Englifh  and  foreign 
luthors,  and  particularly  ieverai 
German  writers  of  unimpeached 
veracity,  who  were  relideiit  for  a 
:ohfiderable  time  in  fome  of  the 
lorthern  kingdoms.  With  all 
hefe  aids,  and  from  all  thefe  fourc.es, 
Mr.  Coxe  has  produced  a  book 
vhich  is  much  more  than  a  mere 
?ook  of  travels*  It  is  a  book  which 
contains,  m  a  great  meafure,  the 
diitory,  the  Conilitution,  the  Le- 
;■  illation,  the  Policy,  and  the  Li- 
erature  of  the  countries  through 
vhich  he  palled ;  as  well  as  the 
irefent  Manners  andCuftoms  of  the 
nhabitants.  It  is  enriched,  like- 
rife,  with  biographical  accounts 
if  feveral  illuftrious  perfons.  In 
hort,  the  work  before  us  is  a  hand- 
rd  work  in  point  of  authority, 
nd  is  replete  with  information  up- 
n  fubjedts  hitherto  very  remote 
rom  the  knowledge  of  the  gene- 
aiity  of  Englifh  readers. 

Of  captain  Smyth’s  44  Tour  in 
ae  United  States  of  America,”  we 
;arcely  know  what  character  to 
ive.  With  refpedt  to  ftyle  and 
ompofition,  it  is  eafy  to  fay  that 
has  no  extraordinary  merit  ;  the 
Lnguage  being  carelefs,  incorredf, 
ad  fometimes  ungrammatical.  It 
tuft  be  acknowledged,  at  the  fame 
me,  that  bur  traveller  writes  with 
ivacity.  It  is  with  refpedf  to  more 
nportant  objects  that  we  find  it 
ifficult  to  pronounce  a  decided 
dgment  on  the  prefent  publica- 
1784* 


lion.  The  author  profeffi  3  great 
things  in  the  title-page  of  his  book. 
The  work  is  faid  to  contain  an  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  prefent  Situation  of 
North  America  ;  the  Population,  A- 
g  1 •  i  c  u  1 1  u  r  e ,  C  o  m  m  e  r  c  e ,  C  u  ft  o  m  s ,  a  n  d 
Manners  of  the  Inhabitants ;  A- 
necdotes  of  feveral  Members  of  the 
Congrefsj  and  General  Officers  in 
the  American  Army  ;  many  other 
very  Angular  and  intbrefling  Occur¬ 
rences  ;  a  Defcription  of  the  In¬ 
dian  Nations  ;  the  general  Face  of 
the  Country,  Mountains,  Forehs,- 
Rivers,  and  the  moll  beautiful* 
gfafid,  and  pidfurefque  Views 
throughout  that  vaft  Continent ; 
and,  to  crown  the  whole,  Improve¬ 
ments  in  Hufbandry,  that  may  be 
adopted  with  great  Advantage  in 
Europe.  How  far  captain  Smyth 
has  latisfadfordy  accompiifhed  all 
thefe  mighty  promifes,  we  are  not 
able  to  determine.  Every  thing 
refts  upon  his  own  authority.  The 
value  of  the  book,  and  the  credit 
we  are  difpofed  to  afford  it,  are 
lomewhat  leffi  ned  by  the  author’s 
conceited  mode  of  writing,  by  the 
importance  he  gives  to  him' elf,  by 
the  romantic  air  of  feveral  of  his 
adventures,  and  by  the  ffrong  po¬ 
litical  prejudices  of  which  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  pofTeffed.  NeVerthe- 
lefs,  we  are  ready  to  believe,  that 
this  Tour  exhibits  a  variety  of  real 
information  with  refpebt  to  the 
country  and  inhabitants  of  the 
North  American  States* 

The  44  Journal  kept  on  a  Jour¬ 
ney  from  Bailor  a  to  Bagdad,  over 
the  Little  Defert,  to  Aleppo,  Cy¬ 
prus,  Rhodes,  Zante,  Corfu,  and 
Otranto,  in  Italy,”  furniffies  in- 
ffrubfion  on  a  fubjebt  which  has 
lately  acquired  a  confiderable  im¬ 
portance.  The  p'affage  over  land, 
to  and  from  the  Edft  Indies,  is 
now,  from  political  and  commer¬ 
cial  views,  become  more  frequent 
&  '  than 
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than  ever,  and  will  he  facilitated 
by  publications  of  this  kind,  '!  he 
Journal  commences  on  the  ;  cth  of 
March,  177c,  when  the  author, 
in  company  with  four  other  Eng- 
lifh  gentlemen,  departed  from  Baf~ 
fora.  The  chief  incidents  of  the 
journey  arile  from  the  extortions 
pradtifed  by  governors,  and  other 
civil  officers,  and  the  treachery  of 
ling ui ids  and  interpreters.  Some 
account,  likewife,  is  given  of  the 
barbarous  countries. through  which 
the  travellers  p ailed,  and  of  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants.  A  re¬ 
markable  anecdote  is  related,  con¬ 
cerning  the  danger  to,  which  the 
celebrated  Aaron  El  ill,  and  two 
other  gentlemen  were  expofed,  in 
vifiting  a  catacomb,  when  in  E- 

gypt* 

The  year  1784  hath  produced 
the -lad  Voyage  of  the  great  Cap¬ 
tain  Cook.  ]t  was  a  Voyage 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  undertaken 
By  the  Command  of  his  Majefiy, 
for  making  Difcoveries  in  the 
Northern  Hemifphere,  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  Politioii  and  Extent  of 
the  Wed- fide  of  North  America, 
its  Difiance  from  Alia,  and  the 
jRraddieability  of  a  Northern  Paf- 
fage  to  Europe.  The  two  firit 
volumes  were  written  by  captain 
Cook,  and  the  third  by  captain 
King.  Concerning  the  import¬ 
ance  of  this  work  too  much  cannot 
well  be  fa  id.  Of  this  a  fufficient 
fenlibility  has  been  fhewn,  in  the 
rapid  fale  it  has  met  with,  in  the 
large  extracts  that  have  been  in¬ 
fer  ted  from  it  in  every  periodical 
publication,  and  even  in  the  dif- 
honourable  abridgments  to  which 
it  has  been  expofed.  The  nautical 
parr,  though  lelk  pleading  to  the 
bulk  of  readers,  is  undoubtedly  of 
the  firft  confequence  with  regard 
to  navigation,  and  conftitutes  a  ca¬ 
pital  excellence  in  the  prefent  per- 
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forman.ee.  The  difcoveries  tlnl 
have  been  made  in  the  feas  and  re¬ 
gions  of  the  globe  hitherto  unvi- 
lited,  will  be  inftrudtive,  entertain¬ 


ing,  and  intereiiing  to  every  inqui- 
fitive  mind.  By  captain  Cook’s 
fecond  navigation  round  the  world, 
and  by  this  halt  voyage,  two  points 
of  prodigious  importance  have 
been  afeertained  ;  the  one  is,  that 
there  is  no  fouthern  continent,  or, 
at  lead,  no  continent  which  can 
be  vilited  lor  any  purpofes/of  uti¬ 
lity.  rEhe  other  is,  that  a  north¬ 
ern  paffage  to  Europe,  through 
the  itraits  which  divide  America 


from  Afia  is  abfolutely  irn practica¬ 
ble,  It  is  of  great  moment  to 
know,  in  certain  cafes,  the  ne  plus 
ultra  ok  Icience  and  difeovery.  On 
the  additions  that  are  now  made 
to  our  knowledge  of  nations  and 
of  mankind  in  the  Southern  and 


Pacific  Oceans  we  cannot  enlarge. 
In  the  three  volumes  before  us,  an 
immenfe  variety  of  objects  is  present¬ 
ed  to  the  reader.  The  figure  made 
by  captain  Cook  in  this  work  is 
highly  intereiiing  ;  and  the  circyim- 
ffiance  of  his  unfortunate  death,  as 
related  by  captain  King,  will  be 
p,e ruled  with  much  concern.  An¬ 
other  lubjedf  of  regret  arifes  from 
the  deceafe  of  Mr,  Aixderfon,  whole 
deferiptions  of  the  natural  hiftory 
of  the  countries  difeovered,  and  of 
the  manners  ot  the  inhabitants* 
are  peculiarly  excellent.  It  is  a 
Hill  farther  caufe  of  lamentation, 
that  captain  King,  by  whom  the 
third  volume  of  the  voyage  hath 
been  fo  well  written,  has  lately  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  Italy.  We  lliould 
be  unpardonable,  if  we  did  not  take 
particu  lar  notice  of  the  TntrodudHon 
to  the  prefent  work.  It  contains  a 
view  of  the  leveral  voyages  of  dif¬ 
eovery  that  have  been  made  dur¬ 
ing  his  majefiy’s  reign,  and  an  efti- 
mate  of  the  knowledge  which  has 

been 
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been  acquired  by  them,  and  the 
benefits  they  have  produced.  The 
Introduction  is,  indeed,  an  elegant, 
inafterly,  and  philofophical  per¬ 
formance,  which  reflects  no  fmall 
honour  upon  the  writer,  who  is 
generally,  and  we  believe  jultly, 
fuppofed  to  be  the  reverend  and 
learned  Dr,  John  Douglas,  canon 
refidentiary  of  St.  Paul’s. 

Of  the  Political  Productions  of 
the  year  1784,  which  have  been 
prodigioufly  numerous  and  multi¬ 
farious,  it  would  be  as  undefirable 
as  it  would  be  difficult  to  give  a 
difiiridt  account.  In  faft,  though 
they  are  frequently  written  by 
perfons  of  eminent  abilities,  they 
can  fcarcely  be  confide  red  as  com¬ 
ing  under  the  head  of  literature, 
properly  fo  called.  The  truth  is, 
that  they  are  hurtful  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  caufe  of  knowledge  and  learn¬ 
ing,  by  diverting  too  much  the  at¬ 
tention  of  men  from  fcientific  and 
literary  works,  an  eft  eft  which  has 
not  a  little  been  experienced  141 
the  courfe  of  the  year.  Wo  fhall, 
therefore,  as  in  our  laft  Annual 
Regifter,  content  ourfelves  with 
pointing  out  the  fubjefts  which 
have  chiefly  employed  the  pens  of 
our  political  authors. 

One  grand  object  of  difcuffion 
was  Mr.  Fox’s  Daft  India  bill.  This 
was  not  only  warmly  debated  in 
the  houfes  of  parliament,  but  vi- 
goroully  attacked  and  defended  in 
a  variety  of  publications.  Among 
thefe,  the  fpeeches  in  favour  of 
the  bill,  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke, 
and  feparately  printed,  contained 
the  llrength  of  the  argument  on 
that  fide  of  the  queftion.  On  the 
other  fide  appeared  the  earl  of 
Stair,  Mr.  Pulteney,  and  Major 
Scott.  The  laft  gentleman,  who 
is  the  avowed  advocate  for  Mr. 
Haftings,  and  was  a  itrenuous  op- 
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pofef  of  Mr.  Fox’s  Eaft:  Indian 
meafures,  hath  written  feveral 
pamphlets  in  the  courfe  of  the 
year.  One  of  the  molt  important 
of  his  t rafts  was,  his  44  Conduft  of 
his  Majefly’s  late  Minifters  confi- 
dered,  as  it  affefted  the  Eaft  India 
Company  and  Mr.  Mailings. ”  Mr, 
Dairy mple’s  44  Retrofpeftive  View 
of  the  Ancient  Syftem  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,”  was  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  a  gentleman  who,  from  his 
abilities  and  knowledge,  was  well 
qualified  to  treat  upon  the  fubjeft. 
id  is  plan  of  regulation  is  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  of  lord  North’s 
bill  in  1773,  to  which  our  author 
gives  the  appellation  of  the  Anar¬ 
chy  Bill. 

The  removal  of  Mr.  Fox  and 
his  party  from  power  was  another 
great  object  of  contention,  and  oc- 
cafioned  the  queftion  concerning 
the  fecret  influence  of  the  crown 
to  be  warmly  agitated.  That  this 
influence  had  been  improperly  ex¬ 
erted,  was  ftrenuoufly  maintained 
by  the  writer  of  44  Popular  Topics, 
or  the  Grand  Queftion  difcuffied 
by  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  44  Reprefen- 
tation  to  his  Majefty,”  moved  in, 
the  houfe  of  commons  ;  and  by 
Alfred’s  44  Three  Letters  to  the 
People  of  Great  Britain,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  to  thofe  who  figned  the 
Addrefles  on  the  late  Changes  of 
Adminiftration,  and  the  DifTomtion. 
of  Parliament;”  fuppofed  to  be 
the  production  of  the  fame  gentle¬ 
man.  That  the  king  had  wifely 
interfered,  and  that  the  new  minify 
try  was  formed  on  conftitutionai 
principles,  was  aflerted  on  the  other 
hand,  in  the  pamphlets,  entitled, 
44  A  Letter  to  a  Country  Gentle¬ 
man  44  A  Second  Letter  to  a 
Country  Gedtleman  and  44  A 
Candid  Invefligation  of  the  prefent 
prevailing  Topic.”  An  elaborate 
vindication  of  the  royal  prerogative, 
R  2  i  as 


lU6o]  DOMESTIC  LITERATURE,, 


as  it  had  lately  been  exe veiled,  was 
iirft  privately  difperfed,  and  after¬ 
wards  publiflied  under  the  title  of 
6C  Political  Letters. ”  They  were 
aferibed,  and  we  believe  upon  good 
•grounds,  to  Sir  William  Mere¬ 
dith. 

Mr.  Pitt’s  Eaft  India  Bill  was 
Chiefly  difeufled  in  parliament.  Mr. 
Francis  printed  the  fpeech  he  had 
deli  vered  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
upon  this  occaflon,  and  feveral  col¬ 
lections  appeared  of  the  debates  in 
general  which  had  taken  place  in 
that  houfe  upon  the  fuSjedt.  The 
hill  was  the  objebt  of  enquiry,  and 
held  out  to  praife  or  cenfure,  in 
other  publications. 

The  commutation-adf  was  too 
important  a  meafure  to  pafs  unno¬ 
ticed.  “  Remarks”  on  that  a6t 
were  written  by  a  gentleman  who 
was  capable  of  difplaying-  with 
great  ability  its  apprehended  de¬ 
fers.-  When,  in  confequence  of 
this  bill,  .teas  came  to  be  fold  at 
reduced  prices,  difputes  arofe  be¬ 
tween  the  tea-dealers  and  the  di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Eaft  India  company. 
One  effect  of  thefe  difputes  was 
the  railing  of  Mr.  Twining  from- 
the  character  of  a  tradefman  to  that 
of  an  author,  in  which  laft  cha- 
rater  he  appeared  to  very  confix 
derable  advantage.  Three  trats 
were  written  by  him,  the  firft  of 
which  was  entitled,  44  Obfervations 
on  the  Tea  and  Window- Act,  and 
on  the  Tea  Trade;”  the  fecond, 

Remarks  on  the  Report  of  the 
Eaft  India  Directors,  reflecting  the' 
Sale  and  Prices  of  Tea;”  and  the 
third,  44  An  Anfwer  to  the  fecond 
Report  of  the  Eat  India  Diretors, 
refpeting  the  Sale  and  Prices  of 
Tea.”  We  fuppofe,  likewife,  that 
Mr.  Twining  had  no  final!  fliare 
m  drawing  up  the  “  Narrative  of 
the  Condudt  of  the  Tea-Dealers, 


during  the  late  Sale  of  Teas  at  the' 
India  Houle.” 

The  WeftminAer  election  was  an¬ 
other  fruitful  lource  of  altercation. 
A  number  of  pieces  could  not,  in¬ 
deed,  fail  to  be  produced  upon  an 
affair  in:  which  the  political  paf- 
fions  were  deeply  interefted.  We 
mallr  however,  take  notice  of  thole 
only  that  related  to  the  conduct  of 
the  duchefs  of  Devonlhire.  The 
zealous  part  which  this  great  ladv 
took  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fox,  expofed 
'her  to  many  Arktures  in  the  News¬ 
papers  ;  be  fide  s  which  file  was  call¬ 
ed  to  an  account  in  a  diflinft  pub-* 
lication.  It  was  addrelfed  to  her 
in  the  form  of  a  i^etfer,  and  was 
the  pioduction  of  a  fenflble  cor® 
refpondent,.  who  had-  offered  fome 
wholfome  admonitions  to  her  grace 
feveral  years  before.-  On  the  p  re- 
fent  occaflon,  the  duchefs  was  not- 
left  without  a  defender.  An  an¬ 
fwer  to  the  letter  foon  appeared,  in 
which  it  wTas  ftrongly  maintained, 
that  the  noble  lady  deferved  no 
kind  of  cenfure  for  the  part  file 
condefcended  to  aflume  during  the 
Weftminfter  election  ;  but  that,  on- 
the  contrary,  it  was  an  a6t  particu¬ 
larly  virtuous  in  her  grace  to  exert- 
herfelf  in  the  fervice'of  fo  good  a 
caufe. 

The  queftion  concerning  the  A- 
merican  commerce  has  been  far-’ 
thei  difeufled  m  various  pam¬ 
phlets .  Lord  Sheffield’s  44  Obfer^ 
vations  on  the  Commerce  of  the 
American  States,”  and  the  44  Con® 
^derations  on  the  prefent  Situation- 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  with  a 
View  to  their  future  commercial 
Connections,”  were  mentioned  by 
us  laft  year.  It  mu  A  not  be  for¬ 
gotten,  that  lord  Sheffield’s  Ob¬ 
fervations  have  been  greatly  im¬ 
proved,  and  much  enlarged,  in 

fubfe® 
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Subfequent  impreffions.  The  chief 
performances,  of  1784,  on  the  fame 
iubjecls,were  Edwards’s  “Thoughts 
on  the  late  Proceedings  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  refpedfing  the  Trade  of  the 
Weft  India  lilands  with  the  United 
States  of  North  America;”  44  A 
Fetter  from  an  American,  now  re- 
fident  in  London,  to  .a  Member  of 
Parliament,  on  the  Subject  of  the 
refraining  Proclamation,  ,and  con¬ 
taining  Stridbures-  on  lord  Shef¬ 
field's  Pamphlet  on  the  Commerce 
of  the  American  States  •“  A 
Free  and  Candid  R  eview  of  a 
Tract  entitled,  Obfer rations  on  the 
Commerce  of  the  American  States 
StevenfoiPs  44  Add  refs  to  Brian 
Edwards,  Efq.”  and  44  Remarks 
on  Lord  Sheffield’s  Obfervations  on 
the  Commerce  of  the  American 
States,  by  an  American.”  Without 
prefuming  to  decide  on  the  merits 
of  thefe  feveral  productions,  we 
fhall  beg  leave  to  take  notice  of 
what  has  occurred  to  us  in  the 
courfe  of  our  converfation  in  the 
world  ;  which  is,  that  lord  Shef¬ 
field’s  fenti  meats  and  reafonings 
feem  to  have  gradually  been  gain¬ 
ing  upon  the  good  opinion  and  ap¬ 
probation  of  many  gentlemen  who 
formerly  entertained  different  views 
of  things.  We  fhould  have  been 
very  blameable  if  we  had  forgot¬ 
ten  to  mention  Mr.  Chalmers’s 
“  Opinions  on  interefting  Subjects 
of  public  Law  and  commercial 
Policy,  arifing  from  American  In¬ 
dependence.’5  The  abilities  of  this 
writer,  and  the  frength  of  his  ar¬ 
guments  on  feveral  of  the  topics 
he  has  treated  upon,  mu  ft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  even  by  thofe  who  are 
the  leaf:  difpofed  to  agree  with  him 
in  all  his  pofitions.  1 

There  have  been  many  political 
publications,  during  the  courfe  of 
the  year,  which  do  not  fall  under 
•the  heads  we  have  fpeciiled.  Of 
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thefe  we  apprehend  the  moft  dift* 
tinguifhed  to  be,  44  Dr.  Price’s  PotW 
fcript  to  his  Pamphlet  on  the  Stare 
of  the  public  Debts  and  Finances* 
at  figning  the  preliminary  Articles 
of  Peace,  in  January,  178:;”  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin’s 44  TwoTrafts,” 
containing  Information  to'  thole 
who  would  remove  to  America,  and 
Remarks  concerning  the  Savages 
of  North  America  ;  Mr.  Silas 
Deane’s  u  Ad  dr.  fs  to  the  United 
States  of  North  America  44  The 
Corn  Dif tilery  ftared  to  the  C011- 
iideration  of  the  Landed  Intereft  of 
England  fir  George  Oneftpho* 
rus  Paul’s  4,4  Con f derations  on  the 
Defects  of  Prifons,  and  their  pre- 
fent  Syftem  of  Regulation Mr. 
Wedgewood’s  44  Addrefs  to  the 
Workmen  in  the  Pottery  and 
Mr.  David  Hartley’s  44  Addrefs  t:o 
the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of 
Kingfton  upon.  Hull.” 

If  we  have  been  guilty  of  any 
mi fakes,  or  of  any  improper  omif~ 
ftons,  in  this  department  of  .dome!'* 
tic  literature,  we  hope  to  obraim 
forgivenels,  as  we  have  fpokem 
chiefly  from  the  information  of 
others  •  it  having  been  in  our  power 
only  to  read  the  .publications  that 
were  the  moft  diftinguiftied,  either 
by  the  importance  of  their  matter, 
or  by  the  elegance  and  fpirit  of  f 
their  compolition.  We  have  not 
neglecfted  to  penile  the  44  Criticifms 
on  the  Rolliad.”  Under  the  pre¬ 
tence  that  an  ancient  Epic  poem 
has  been  difeovered  with  that  title, 
and  that  it  gives  a  prophetic  view 
of  Mr.  Emile  and  his  friends,  the 
author  introduces  fatirical  charac¬ 
ters  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  of  the  noble¬ 
men  and  gentlemen  who  fupport 
his  adm  ini  ft  ration.  The  jufliee  of 
them  may  be  difputed,  but  not 
the  wit  and  humour  with  which 
they  are  drawn.  Whilft  we  allow 
confiderable  merit  to  this  writer,  and 
R  3  are 
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are  particularly  fenftblc  how  much 
he  is  a  matter  of  clailical  alluiion, 
we  cannot  afford  him  incifcriminate 
praife,  or  affert  that  he  excels  in 
every  part  of  his  performance. 

The  productions  of  the  year 
7784  in  critical,  clafficcl,  and  po¬ 
lite  Learning,  though  not  equal  in 
point  of  value  and  importance  to 
thole  of  fome  former  years,  have 
been  fufhciently  numerous,  and 
feveral  of  them  are  entitled  to  ho- 
nourable  notice.  T  he  publications 
of  Mr.  Blaney,  Dr.  Owen,  and 
Mr.  Lemon,  have  been  mentioned 
under  other  heads.  Belides  Rlay- 
ney’s  44  Jeremiah,”  we  do  not  re¬ 
coiled!  any  thing  which  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  Oriental  literature,  ex¬ 
cepting  UrPs  44  P barns  Art h  Gram¬ 
matics  Hebrata It  is  intended  to 
guide  thofe  to  a  more  grammatical 
acquaintance  with  the  Hebrew 
tongue,  who  have  already  fome 
knowledge  of  the  language  ;  be¬ 
lides  which  it  contains  an  explica¬ 
tion  of  the  Divine  Names,  and  a 
verfion  of  the  Songs  that  are  found 
in  the  xxxviiifii  chapter  of  Ifaiah, 
and  the  vth  chapter  of  Judges. 
The  author  is  in  the  number  of 
thofe  who  defend  the  antiquity  of 
vowel-points  ;  and  he  apprehends 
that  1110ft  of  the  difficulties  which 
perplex  the  {'acred  writings  may  be 
no  re  effectually  removed  by  an 
improvement  of  the  common  gram¬ 
mars,  than  by  alterations  of  the 
received  text.  We  may  hence  col¬ 
led!  that  Mr.  Uri  is  no  very  ardent 
admirer  of  Dr.  Kennicott’s  Collec¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Duncombe  has  this  year  fa¬ 
voured  the  literary  world  with  a 
very  valuable  performance.  It  is 
a,  tranflation,  from  the  Greek,  of 
44  Seled!  Works  of  the  Emperor  Ju¬ 
lian,  and  fome  Pieces  of  the  So- 
phitt  Xqtwus.’’  The  noveky  of 


this  publication  will  much  recom¬ 
mend  it,  as  Scarcely  any  of  Julian’s 
writings  have  hitherto  appeared  in 
an  Englifh  drefs,  A  farther  re- 
commendation  of  them  will  arils 
from  the  merit  of  the  writings 
themfelves,  mod  of  them  being  in¬ 
genious,  and  highly  worthy  of  pe- 
rufal,  1  he  44  Caviars,”  in  parti¬ 
cular,  is  an  admirable  l'at ire,  which 
has  not  many  things  fuperior  to  it 
among  the  remains  of  antiquity. 
What  Julian  hath  written  againft 
the  Chrittian  religion  conftitutes 
no  part  of  the  prefent  undertak¬ 
ing.  The  pieces  here  colledted  to¬ 
gether  are,  A  Letter  from  Gallos 
to  Julian  ;  Julian’s  Epittle  to  the 
Philofopher  Themiftius  ;  a  Condo¬ 
latory  Oration  on  the  Departure  of 
Salluft ;  Epittle  to  the  Emperor 
Conftantius  ;  Epittle  to  the  Senate 
and  People  of  Athens;  an  Allego¬ 
rical  Fable  ;  the  Duties  of  a  Priett  ; 
the  C attars  ;  the  Mifopogon  ;  Six¬ 
teen  Epittles  of  Libanius  to  Julian; 
and  Seventy -feven  Letters  of  Ju¬ 
lian  to  different  Perfons,  befides 
Fragments  of  Epittles.  To  thefe 
Mr,  Duncombe  has  added,  the 
Life  of  Libanius,  tranflated  from 
the  Latin  of  John  Albert  Fabr'i* 
cius  ;  Libanus’s  Monody  on  Nico- 
media,  dellroyed  by  an  Earth¬ 
quake  ;  the  fame  Philofopher’s  Mo¬ 
nody  on  the  Daphncean  1  emple  of 
Apollo,  dettroyed  by  Fire,  Or,  as 
it  is  faid,  by  Lightning  ;  the  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Emperor  Jovian,  from 
the  French  of  the  Abbe  de  la  Ble* 
terie  ;  and  an  Abfiradt  of  that 
Abbe’s  Effiay  on  the  Rank  and 
Power  of  the  Roman  Emperors  in 
the  Senate,  What  greatly  inCreafes 
the  value  of  the  work  before  us, 
is  its  being  enriched  with  a  large 
number  of  notes,  which  clearly 
explain,  and  fully  illuftrate  the 
objedts  referred  to  in  the  original, 
Thefe  notes  are  feledted  from  Petau, 

Span- 
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Spanheim,  Gibbon,  Bieterie,  and 
others,  'i  he  Abbe  Bieterie  is  by 
tar  the  principal  contributor.  We 
are  rather  lit rp riled  that  a  gentle¬ 
man  of,  fVIr.  Duncombe’s  liberality 
of  mind  (hould  not  have  exp  relied 
his  difapprobation  of  the  bigotry 
and  narrowneis  of  fen  time  nt  that 
are  fometimes  apparent  in  Blete- 
lie’s  Annotations.  But,  while  in 
■this  refpebt  we  think  that  our 
tranflator  might  have  improved  the 
work,  we  fincerely  t edify  our  gra¬ 
titude  to  him  for  the  mifruetion 
and’ entertainment  which  we  have 
derived  from  his  learned  labours,, 
Mr.  Blunt  mgford’s  u  Monoftro- 
phica”  were  mentioned  by  us,  in 
due  terms  of  commendation,  in 
the  la  ft  year. — A  variety  of  o  Ner¬ 
vations  having  ,  been  made  upon 
them  by  a  very  acute  and  profound 
critic  in  the  Monthly  Review,  our 
author  has  thought  proper  to  pub- 
lifli  an  44  Apology55  for  them,  in 
which  he  endeavours  to  vindicate 
Bimielf  from  the  objections  that 
were  urged  again  ft  the  quantity 
and  metre  of  his  verfes.  1  he  con¬ 
troversy  turns  upon  nice  and  diffi¬ 
cult  queitions  ;  and,  though  curi¬ 
ous  and  eminently  learned,  will 
not  be  generally  interefling.  Mr, 
Huntingfoid  hath  added  a  iecond 
“  Colle&ion  of  Monohrophics,” 
which  are  forty-four  in  number, 
jand  which,  whatever  difputes  may 
be  raifed  concerning  the  propriety 
or  meafure  of  particular  words,  af¬ 
ford  an  ample  demonfhation  of  his 
extraordinary  proficiency  in  Gre¬ 
cian  literature. 

Mr.  Sealers  44  Analyfis  of  the 
Greek  Metres”  is  deligned  as  a 
Supplement  to  the  Elementary 
Rules  of  Greek  Profody.  With 
this  View  he  has  given  a  perlpi- 
cuous  and  accurate  account  of  the 
various  metres  employed  by  the 
•Grecian  poets,  especially  the  Dra¬ 


matic  and  Lyric.  For  his  mate* 

* 

rials  he  is  principally  indebted  tp 
the  profody  of  Morel  1,  and  to 
Heath’s  Preface  to  his  Notes  on 
the  Greek  T '  rawed  ians:,  Mr.  Seale’s 

o 

performance  is  divided  into  two 
chapters.  In  the  Brit  he  confiders 
metre  as  an  arrangement  of  iy Fa¬ 
bles  and  feet  according  to  certain 
rules.  In  this  fenfe  he  divides  it 
into  nine  fpecies-  The  fecond 
chapter  delcribes  the  various  com- 
politions  and  modifications  of  there 
metres,,  and  the  names  by  which 
fuch  as  deviate  from  common  rules 
are  to  be  diilinguifhed.  Works  of 
this  kind,  when  executed  with  ac¬ 
knowledged  ability,  as  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  cannot  fail  of  being  ac¬ 
ceptable  and  ufefuL, 

From  the  Clarendon  prefs  at  Ox¬ 
ford  hath  lately  proceeded  a  com¬ 
plete  edition  of  44  Cicero’s  Works, 
with  Indexes  and  various  Read¬ 
ings,”  in  ten  volumes,  quarto. 
Olivet  is  the  ilandard  of  the  text, 
to  which  fame  critics  have  object¬ 
ed.  Many  things,  however,  are 
omitted  that  are  to  be  met  with  in 
Olivet’s  edition,  and  the  want  of 
fevpral  of  which,  will  bp  regretted 
by  the  claffical  reader.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  here  have,  what 
are  not  to  be  found  in  Olivet,  the 
Collation  of  the  Oxford  and  York 
Manufcrrpts  5  Dejiderii  Jacobi  L.i+ 
belius  do  Docirhid  Philofophorum , 
publifhed  at  Paris  in  1554;  and 
Erneilus’s  Index  ;  which,  being 
upon  a  new,  ex  ad!,  and  very  com- 
prehenfive  plan,  is  uncommonly 
valuable.  The  great  merit  of  the 
prefent  edition  of  Cicero  feems  to 
conlifl  in  its  corredtnefs.  if  an¬ 
other  volume  had  been  added, 
containing  a  collection  of  the  mod 
curious,  judicious,  and  important 
notes  that  have  been  furnilhed  by 
Tully’s  various  editors  and  com¬ 
mentators,  perhaps,  it  would  have 
R  4  been 
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been  no  fmall  improvement  of  the 
d,ehgn.  Every  man  of  literature 
wiil  lejoice  in  the  capital  boohs 
which,  for  fome  years  paft,  have 
been  printed  at  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford,  and  more  of  which  there 
is  good  reafon  to  expeCt.  That 
learned  univerfity  is  not  a  little  in¬ 
debted  to  the  late  excellent  fir  Wil¬ 
liam  Blackftone,  for  reviving  the 
glory  of  the  Clarendon  prefs. 

Mr.  Knox,  who  hath  written  fo 
admirably  on  education,  carries  on 
his  laudable  defigns  for  the  benefit 
of  young  people.  With  this  yieyy 
he  has  published,  for  the  ufe  of 
fchools,  an  edition  of  Juvenal  and 
Perfius,  and  another  of  Horace, 
purged  from  every  exceptionable 
pafi age.  In  the  fil’d  of  thefe  books 
the  Lives  of  Juvenal  and  Perlius 
are  given,  by  Juvencius  and  others, 
together  with  Brewfter’s  Tranfia- 
ti  n  of  Perlius,  and  Dr.  Johnfon’s 
Imitations  of  the  Third  and  Tenth 
Satires  of  Juvenal.  To  the  edition 
of  Horace  are  prefixed  Suetonius’s 
Life  q£  him,  the  notes  fubjoined  to 
it  by  Dacier,  and  that  critic’s  Chro¬ 
nology,  digefted  according  to  the 
Roman  confuls.  To  thefe  are  added 
the  Teftimonies  of  the  Ancients 
concerning  Horace',  and  the  Acr 
count  of  him  by  Defprez.  The 
Ars  Poetica  is  preceded  by  Mr, 
Colman’s  explanation  of  the  mo¬ 
tives  from  which  that  poem  was 
pompofed.  In  the  Carmen  Secuiare 
Mr.  Knox  has  followed  the  common 

editions,  and  not  Sanadon’s  ar- 
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jrangement,  of  which,  hovyever,  we 
confefs  ourfelves  to  be  no  fmall 
admirers.  Our  editor  is  entitled 
to  the  warm  gratitude  pf  the  pub¬ 
lic,  for  thus  contriving  to  improve 
the  understandings,  and  to  form  the 
taile  qf  youth,  without  injuring 
their  morals. 

With  regard  to  modern  Poetical 
fjriticilm,  Scarcely  any  thing  of 
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confequen.ee  has  appeared,  except¬ 
ing  the  “  Hiitorical  EITay  on  the 
Origin  and  1  Tog  refs  of  National 
Song,”  This  is  prefixed  to  a 
“  SeleCt  Collection  of  Englifh 
Songs,”  in  three  volumes,  and  is 
a  very  pleafing  performance.  The 
writer  traces  the  fubjeCt,  with  great 
ingenuity  and  learning,  from  the 
earlielt  ages  down  to  the  prefent 
time,  His  enquiries  fhew  him  to 
bp  pofTeffed  of  an  eminent  degree 
of  antiquarian  knowledge,  accom¬ 
panied  with  good  fenfe  and  good 
taile.  His  account  of  fong-writing 
in  our  own  country  will  be  parti¬ 
cularly  entertaining  to  the  genera¬ 
lity  of  readers.  This  ellay  is  un¬ 
der  flood  to  be  the  production  of  the 
fame  perfon  wTho  wrote,  with  fo 
much  bitternefs  of  fpirit,  the  “  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  Three  Firft  Vo¬ 
lumes  of  the  Hiifory  of  Englilh 
Poetry,”  and  the  44  Remarks,  cri¬ 
tical  and  iiiuilrative,  on  the  Text 
and  Notes  of  the  lad  Edition  of 
Shakfpeare.”  We  rejoice  that  in 
the  performance  before  us  there  are 
no  traces  of  a  malignant  temper  ; 
and  the  author  may  be  allured  that 
the  moderation  and  candour  which 
he  has  now  difplayed  will  be 
equally  ufeful  to  the  caufe  of  lite¬ 
rature,  and  much  more  conducive 
to  his  own  reputation. 

Mr.  Davies,  who  fuccpeded  fo 
well  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of 
Garrick,  has  again  appeared  before 
the  world,  in  three  volumes  of 
44  Dramatic  Mifcellanies.”  Thefe 
confift  of  critical  obiervations  on 
feveral  plays  of  Shakfpeare,  with  a 
review  of  his  principal  characters, 
and  thole  of  various  eminent  wri¬ 
ters,  as  represented  by  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick,  and  other  celebrated  come¬ 
dians.  Through  the  whole  are  in- 
terfperfed  anecdotes  of  dramatic 
poets,  aCtors,  and  perfons  connected 
with  the  theatres.  The  plays  of 
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Siiakfpearc  which  are  the  objects  of 
Mr.  Davies’s  remarks,  are.  King 
John,  Richard  the  Second,  the 
Two  Parts  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
Henry  the  Eighth,  All’s  well  that 
.ends  well,  Macbeth,  Julius  Caefar, 
King*  Lear,  Antony  and  Cleopatra, 
and  Hamlet.  Our  author  has  alio 
diftindly  con  fide  red  Ben  Jonfon’s 
Every  Man  in  his  Humour,  Beau¬ 
mont  and  Fletpher?s  Rule  a  Wife 
and  have  a  Wife,  Lee’s  Rival 
Queens,  and  the  duke  of  Buck¬ 
ingham’s  Rehearfal  ;  belides  which 
he  has  allotted  a  chapter  each 
to  Dry  den,  Otwav,  Congreve, 
Betterton,  and  Cibber.  Though 
Mr.  Davieses  critichms  are  not 
ail  of  them  of  equal  import¬ 
ance,  we  think  that  for  the 
molt  part  they  will  be  read  with 
pleafure,  and  that  fome  of  them 
are  deferring  of  particular  notice. 
It  muft,  however,  be  confeffed, 
that  the  chief  recommendation  of 
the  prefent  work  arifes  from  the 
anecdotes  of  comedians  and  dra¬ 
matic  poets  with  which  it  is  inter- 
fperfed,  and  from  the  accounts  that 
are  given  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  leveral  characters  of  the  plays 
here  defcribed  were  reprefenfed  by 
different  actors. 

The  purpofe  of  Mr.  Walker,  in 
his  44  Rhetorical  Grammar,  or 
Courfe  of  Leftbns  on  Elocution,” 
is  to  give  young  perfons  an  idea  of 
the  principles  of  1  peak  mg'  and  read¬ 
ing  with  propriety.  With  this 
view  he  has  entered  deeply  into  the 
fubjebt ;  and  it  is  a  fubjedt  upon 
which  long  iiudy  and  large  prac¬ 
tical  experience  have  enabled  him 
to  decide  with  uncommon  precifion 
and  judgment.  The  firft  part  of 
the  Grammar  conlifts  of  Inftruc- 
tions,  adclrefled  to  Parents  and 
Teachers  of  Elocution  ;  and  the 
remaining  part  contains  an  Expla¬ 
nation  of  the  Figures  of  Rhetoric, 


with  Diredions  for  the  proper 
Manner  .of  pronouncing  them. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
much  advantage  mutt  arife  from  a 
caret  til  attention  to  this  work  of 
our  ingenious  author,  and  toothers 
which  he  has  written  of  a  limilar 
kind. 

Of  the  M  Effay  towards  an  En- 
glifh  Grammar,”  we  cannot  fpeak 
fo  particularly  as  might  be  delir- 
able.  For  though  we  are  poftefted 
of  the  book,  and  have  read  part  of 
it,  we  have  npt  perilled  enough  to 
enable  us  to'  deliver  an  opinion 
concerning  the  merit  of  the  whole. 
From  what  we  have  leen,  we  are 
fatisfied  that  the  author  hath  taken 
no  frnall  pains  in  afcertaining  the 
rules  of  our  language,  and  that 
many  of  his  remarks  will  be  found 
deferving  of  regard. 

The  44  EBay  on  Medals”  is  upon 
a  fubjed  a  farther  acquaintance 
with  which  muft  be  delirable  to  a 
number  of  perfons.  The  foreign 
treadles  on  the  Numifmata  are 
nfuaily  fo  large  and  fo  learned  as 
not  to  fuit  common  readers.  As  to 
the  (mailer  trads  which  have  hi¬ 
therto  appeared  in  our  own  coun¬ 
try,  they  nr e  for  the  moft  part  too 
fuperficial  and  defedive  to  anfwer 
the  purpofes  of  fufficient  informa¬ 
tion.  The  prefent  work  is  divided 
into  twenty-four  fedions,  includ¬ 
ing  the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the 
Study  of  Medals  ;  its  Utility  ;  its 
Connedion  with  the  Fine  Arts ; 

the  various  Sources  of  Delight  arif- 
•  •  «!_> 

mg  from  it ;  the  Metals  ufed  in  the 
Fabrication  of  Coins ;  their  dif- 
ferentSizes  ;  their  former  (ancient) 
Value  ;  their  Confervation  ;  Por¬ 
traits  on  them  ;  their  Reverfes  ; 
Symbols  on  them  ;  their  Legends  ; 
the  Medallions  ;  the  Contorniates  ; 
the  Greek  Medals ;  the  Roman ; 
Medals  of  other  Nations ;  Modern 
Coins,  &c,  ;  Coins,  &c,  of  Great 

Britain 
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Britain  and  Ireland  ;  Obfervations 
on  the  Progrefs  of  the  Britilh 
Coin;  Rarity  of  fome  ancient  and 
modern  ones  ;  Counterfeit  Me¬ 
dals,  and  how  to  diftinguifh  them  ; 
Directions  for  forming  Cabinets  ; 
and  prefent  Prices  of  Medals,  An 
Appendix  follows,  containing  an 
Explanation  of  the  more  common 
Abbreviations  on  Roman  Medals ; 
a  Valuation  of  Englifh  Coins  fince 
the  Conqueror  ;  brief  Notices  and 
Rarity  of  the  Scottifh  Coins;  and 
the  Rarity  and  Prices  of  the  Coins 
of  the  Roman  Emperors.  So  much 
lifeful  mftrudtion  is  conveyed  under 
thefe  feveral  heads,  that  a  candid 
critic  will  eafily  be  difpofed  to  over¬ 
look  fome  peculiarities  of  fentiment, 
and  inaccuracies  of  orthography 
and  language,  which,  however,  it 
would  be  advifable  to  corred  in  a 
future  impreffion. 

Sir  William  Jones’s  44  Difcourfe 
on  the  Inftitution  of  a  Society  for 
enquiring  into  the  H iHory,  civil 
and  natural,  the  Antiquities,  Arts, 
Sciences,  and  Literature  of  Afia, 
delivered  at  Calcutta,  January  1 5th, 
1784,”  is  a  frefh  inflance  of  this 
eminent  gentleman’s  zeal  to  extend 
the  bounds  of  knowledge,  and  to 
promote  the  improvement  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind.  The  plan 
which  he  has  laid  down  is  very  ex- 
t endive,  and,  if  vigoroufiy  pur- 
fued,  cannot  fail  of  producing  con- 
fid  erable  effects.  It  is  a  fortunate 
circumflance  to  the  literary  world, 
that  fir  William  Jones  is  now  placed 
in  a  fituation  that  will  probably 
enable  him  to  be  lignally  ufeful  in 
carrying  on  the  ends  of  an  inilitu- 
tion  from  which  treafures  of  learn¬ 
ing  hitherto  unknown  may  be  im¬ 
ported  into  Europe. 

Perhaps  we  cannot  find  a  better 
place  than  the  prefent  to  mention 
Dr.  Percival’s  44  Moral  and  Lite¬ 
rary  Differtations.”  The  fubjeds 


of  them  are,  Truth  and  Faithful- 
net's  ;  Kabit  and  Affociation  ;  the 
Inconfifleiicy  of  Expedation  in 
literary  Pur  ft:  its  ;  a  Tafle  for  the 
general  Beauties  of  Nature;  a 
'Fade  for  the  Fine  Arts ;  and  the 
Alliance  of  Natural  Hiltory  and 
Philofophy  with  Poetry.  To  the 
l)ifTer  rations  are  added,  a  Tribute 
to  the  Memory  of  Chernies  de 
Polier,  efq.  and  an  Appendix. 
The  work  before  us  is  chiefly  in¬ 
tended  as  a  fequel  to  44  4  Father’s 
Infrudions,”  pubiiihed  fome  years 
lince  by  our  author.  He  has  long 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  teach  his 
older  children  the  molt  important 
branches  of  ethics  in  a  fy hematic  - 
and  experimental  manner,  by  ex¬ 
amples  ;  and  the  firft  Differtationr> 
which  is  a  Socratic  difcourfe,  is  the 
beginning  of  the  plan.  The  plan 
is  fo  excellent,  that  it  gives  us 
concern  to  find  that  various  caufes 
have  hitherto  prevented,  and  will 
probably  continue  to  prevent,  Dr, 
Percival  from  completing  his  de- 
fign.  Pie  modefily  expreffes  his 
willies  that  fome  morali.it,  of  more 
leifure  and  fuperior  abilities,  would 
execute,  in  its  full  extent,  what, 
he  fays,  is  here  fo  partially  and  im» 
perfedly  attempted.  But  who  will 
be  found  better  qualified,  or  more 
difpofed  to  accomplitli  the  under¬ 
taking  than  himfelf  ?  The  whole  oi 
the  prefent  work  is  well  calculated 
to  improve  the  underftandings,  me¬ 
liorate  the  hearts,  and  refine  the 
tafte  of  young  perfons.  The  hillo- 
rical  illuftrations  and  anecdotes  in¬ 
troduced  by  our  author  are  judi- 
cioufly  chofcn,  and  happily  ap¬ 
plied.  We  admire  the  elegance  of 
his  compofition,  and  have  no  doubt 
but  that  the  ufefulnefs  and  plea- 
fure  arifing  from  thefe  DiiTertations 
will  be  extended  far  beyond  the 
fphere  of  the  ingenious  and  worthy 
do&or’s  own  family. 
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In  Poetical  Tranilation,  we  do  not 
recollect  any  thing  of  fo  much  con¬ 
sequence  as  the  veriion  of  Virgil’s 
hr  it  and  fecond  Georgic.  The 
attempt  is  in  hlanx  verfe,  the 
author  being  convinced,  that 
rhyme,  irom  its  very  nature,  mu  ft 
exclude  any  approaches  to  a  juft 
iimilitude.  The  panics  and  varied 
cadence,  the  Jimpiicity  and  latent 
art  of  Virgilian  numbers,  mull,  he 
thinks,  ever  totally  fruit  rate  .  the 
attempt  in  any  quantity  of  lines  fo 
fettered;  the  very  excellence  of 
which,  whatever  it  mat7  be,  is  of 
a  form  utterly  dilimilar  and  incom¬ 
patible.  Accordingly,  Trapp  is  in 
part  our  tranflator’s  model,  con¬ 
cerning  whom  he  obferves,  that  had 
he  been  as  happy  in  the  drbtion  and 
veriincation  in  general,  as  he  rnuft 
be  acknowledged  to  have  been  in 
not  a  few  lines  (indeed  in  a  conii- 
dcrable  part  oi  the  arduous  under- 
taking),  any  veriion,  after  his, 
might  have  been  judged  fuperiiuofts. 
We  do  not  concur  in  thefe  fenti- 
ments  of  our  ingenious  author. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  considered  as  a 
want  of  juft  tafte,  but  we  mu  ft 
confefs,  that  no  translations  in  blank 
verfe,  either  from  Homer  or  Virgil, 
have  ever  given  us  any  great  degree 
of  pleafure.  With  regard  to  Virgil, 
the  poetical  veriidns  of  Dryden, 
Warton,  and  Pitt  have  been  perill¬ 
ed  by  us  with  a  fatisfadiion  far 
fuperior  to  what  we  have  expe¬ 
rienced  from  reading  that  of  Trapp, 
or  from  other  attempts  of  a  iimilar 
kind.  At  the  fame  time,  we  are 
ready  to  acknowledge  that  the  pre- 
fent  writer  has  improved  greatly 
upon  his  model  ;  that  his  tranila¬ 
tion  is  clofe,  faithful,  and  correct ; 
and  that  it  is  not  without  a  con- 
liderable  portion  of  merit.  We 
would  not  with  him,  therefore,  to 
be  difeouraged  from  completing  his 
undertaking,  which  may  be  accept¬ 


able  to  a  number  of  readers.  Ad¬ 
mitting  the  faff,  it  might  not  be 
unworthy  of  enquiry,  whence  it 
happens  that  blank  verfe  always 
appears  much  more  beautiful  in  an 
original  poem  than  in  tranflations. 
The  fadt  can  fcarcely  be  doubted 
by  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with 
Milton  and  with  Akenfide.  The 
caufes  of  it,  did  not  the  limited 
nature  of  our  work  prevent  fuch  a 
difeuffion,  would  not,  perhaps,  be 
of  difficult  inveftigation*  The  trans¬ 
lator  oi  the  two  books  of  the 
Georgies,  who  is  Capel  Lofft,  Elq. 
a  gentleman  well  known  for  his 
zeal  in  the  caufe  of  parliamentary 
reformation,  is  fuch  a  determined 
enemy  to  the  name  of  a  tyrant,  that 
he  has  left  out,  both  m  the  original 
text  and  in  his  veriion,  Virgil’s 
flattery  of  Auguftus.  With  an  equal 
a  veriion  to  tyranny,  we  apprehend 
that  a  different  conduit  ought  to 
have  been  purl ued.  It  ieems  to 
have  been  the  duty  of  an  editor  to 
have  permitted  the  obnoxious  lines 
to  keep  their  place,  at  leaf!  in  the 
original,  while  a  cii (approbation  of 
them  might  have  been  exp  relied  in 
a  note. 

In  our  laft  Regift er,  we  men¬ 
tioned  Mr  Colman’s  admirable 
tranilation  of  Horace’s  .Ars  Poetica , 
and  the  excellent1  notes  with  which 
it  is  accompanied.  We  did  not  ex¬ 
pert  fo  loon  to  fee  another  veriion 
of  the  lame  poem.  But  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  preient  author 
was  at  all  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Colman’s  work.  However,  he  has 
fallen  into  fomething  of  the  fame 
train  of  reafoning  with  regard  to 
the  defign  with  which  the  Epiftle 
to  the  Pifos  was  written.  The 
tranilation  is  in  verfes  of  eight  fyl- 
tables,  which  are  not  fo  well  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  undertaking  as 
the  heroic  meafure,  when  rendered 
properly  familiar  ;  neither  do  they 

come 
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come  recommended  ]n  the  cafe  be¬ 
fore  us,  by  an  uniform  degree  of 
correclnefs.  It  feerns  to  have  been 
Che  defign  ©f  the  tranilator,  in  his 
notes,  critical  and  explanatory,  ra¬ 
ther  to  have  confulted  the  in  ft  ruc¬ 
tion  of  young  fcholars,  than  of  thole 
who  have  made  any  great  prog  refs 
in  clalllcal  learning. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  general 
poetical  productions  of  the  year, 
we  are  lurprized  at  the  number  of 
them  that  are  derived  from  the  la¬ 
dies.  Two  of  our  lint  female  poets, 
Mil's  Seward,  and  ,  Mil's  Helen 
Williams,  have  diftmguiihed  them- 
felves  in  a  particular  manner.  Mils 
Seward  has  ftruck  out  a  new  and 
very  pleaiing  form  of  compolltion, 
in  a  poetical  novel,  to  which  fhe 
has  given  the  title  of  “Louifa.” 
The  liory  is  limple,  and  the  inci¬ 
dents  are  few  ;  but  they  are  worked 
up  with  great  beauty  and  tender¬ 
ize  fs.  The  poem  con  lifts  of  four 
Epiftles,  the  fir  ft  of  which  is  from 
Louifa  to  Emma,  her  friend  in  the 
Eaft-Indies  ;  the  fecond  from  Euge* 
mlo  to  Emma,  returned  from  the 
Eaft-Indies  ;  the  third  from  Louifa 
to  Emma,  written  after  fhe  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  her,  Eugenio’s  excul¬ 
pating  letter  ;  and  the  fourth  from 
Louifa  to  the  fame  correfpondent, 
concluding  the  ftory.  The  rife  and 
progrefs  of  Eugenio’s  and  Louifa’ s 
love  for  each  other,  his  being 
obliged  to  marry  Emira  in  order  to 
refcue  his  father  and  mother  front 
ruin,  the  death  of  Emira,  and  the 
fubfequent  marriage  of  the  two 
lovers,  form  the  balis  of  the  novel, 
7  he  fair  author’s  defign  is  to  unite 
the  impaffioned  fondnefs  of  Pope’s 
Eloifa,  with  the  chafter  tendernefs 
of  Prior’s  Emma ;  avoiding  the 
voluptuoufnefs  of  the  lirft,  and  the 
too  conceding  l'oftnefs  of  the  fecondi 
We  may  venture  to  fay,  that  Ihe 
has  admirably  fucceeded  in  the  ac- 


complifinnent  of  her  defign.  It 
will  be  remembered,  that  Mifs  Sew¬ 
ard’s  plan  rather  leads  her  to  a  dif- 
cription  of  paliions  than  of  incidents. 
The  whole  poem  abounds  with 
beautiful  paftages,  among  which, 
though  it  is  difficult  to  make  a  fe« 
ledtion,  we  may  obferve,  that  the 
firft  interview  between  Eugenio  and 
Louifa,  their  mutual  fenfations,  and 
the  happinefs  they  felt  in  the  confci- 


oufnels  of  each  other’s  aftedtion, 
are  delightfully  difpiayed.  In  a 
work  replete  with  lo  many  excel¬ 
lencies,  we  are  not  difpofed  to  wafte 
our  time  in  criticizing  on  a  few 
places  which  the  feverity  of  judg¬ 
ment  may  deem  fomewhat  too  re¬ 


dundant,  or  in  any  refpedi  lefs  per¬ 
fect  than  could  he  wiflied. 

Mifs  Elelen  Williams’s  u  Peru”  is 
the  produdtion  of  a  truly  poetic 
genius,  and  it  will  appear  the  more 
extraordinary  when  it  is  confidered 
that  it  is  written  by  a  very  young 
perfon,  who  has  had  no  peculiar 
advantages  of  literary  education, 
and  that  the  completion  of  the  poem, 
as  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  took 
up  but  a  fmall  portion  of  time. 
To  write  on  fuch  a  fubjedt  was 
rather  a  bold  undertaking  ;  but  our 
poetefs  apologizes  for  it,  by  de¬ 
claring,  that  (lie  has  not  had  the 
prefumption  even  to  attempt  a  full, 
hiftorical  narration  of  the  fall  of 
the  Peruvian  empire.  Todefcribe, 
file  fays,  that  important  event  with 
preciiion,  and  to  dilplay  with  juft 
force  the  various  caufes  which  com¬ 
bined  to  produce  it,  would  require 
all  the  energy  of  genius,  all  the 
ftrong  colouring  of  the  moft  glowing- 
imagination.  Confcious,  fhe  adds, 
of  her  utter  inability  to  execute 
fuch  a  defign,  file  hath  only  aimed 
at  giving  a  fimple  detail  of  a  few 
incidents  in  that  affedting  and  ro¬ 
mantic  hiftory  ;  where  the  unparal¬ 
leled  lufferings  of  an  innocent  and 
amiable  people  afford  the  fineft  fub- 
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efts  for  true  pathos,  while  their 
ilimate,  entirely  diffimilar  to  our 
wn,  furnifiies  new  and  ample  ma¬ 
terials  for  poetic  defcription.  Mils 
Williams  has  performed  more  than 
ler  promife.  Her  defcription s  are 
.dmirably  phfturefque,  the  inci¬ 
dents  very  aftedfing,  and  her  ver¬ 
ification  eminently  beautiful.-  It 
s  in  pathos  that  file  greatly  excels  ; 
)athos  is  her  fort ;  to  the  pathetic 
he  recurs  on  every  occalion.  The 
ine  imagination  of  Mils  Williams 
perpetually  fupplies  her  with  ima¬ 
ms  and  expreifions,  perhaps  too 
ichly  luxuriant-  To  point  out  the 
Iriking  parts  of  the  poem  before  us, 
vould  carry  us  too  far;  and,  there- 
ore,  we  (hall  only  obferve,  that 
,ve  were  much  pie  a  fed  with  the 
“pifode  of  Zamor'  and  Anciloe. 
He  rnuftbe  a  faftidious  critic  indeed, 
who  will  not,  upon  the  whole,  give 
his  verdidt  to  the  great  merit  of  the 
ore  Cent  work.  It  mult  be  acknow- 
, edged  that  the  fair  author  has  re¬ 
dundancies  to  correct :  and  we  doubt 
not  but  that  they  will  be  corrected 
by  maturer  years  and  judgment, 
[t  is  the  fault  of  fome  modern  poe¬ 
try  that  it  affedts too  fplendid  a  drefs, 
and  that  it  is  loaded  with  epithets 
not  fufficiently  precife,  appropri¬ 
ated,  and  exprelfive.  The  chafte 
and  beautiful  referve  of  the  ancient 
clafiics  in  this  refpedt  would  be  a 
proper  objedt  of  imitation.  We 
mull;  not  forget  to  mention,  that 
Mils  Williams  has  dedicated  her 
Peru  to  Mrs.  Montagu,  in  a  copy 
of  verfes  wherein  limplicky  and 
elegance  are  happily  united. 

The  “  Elegiac  Sonnets  and  othpr 
Effays”  of  Mifs  or  Mrs.  (we  know 
not  which)  Charlotte  Smith,  of 
Bignor  Park,  in  Sufiex^are  the 
next  female  produdUons  intitled  to 
applaule.  No  one  can  be  infenfible 
how  much  the  fonnet  hath  of  late 
years  become  a  favourite  mode  of 
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writing  ;  and  a  judicious  critic  moy* 
poifibly  think  that  it  has  been  cuH 
tivated  fomething  more  than  it  de- 
ferves.  That  the  fonnet s  before  os 
are  truly  elegant,  will  be  raanifeft: 
from  the  fpecimens  of  them  which 
we  have  infer  ted  in  the  poetical  de-» 
partmeht  of  out  work-  The  poem 
on  the  origin  of  flattery,  which 
makes  a  part  of  the  prefent  pub-* 
lication,.  is  a  p leafing  fiction,  very 
■  beautifully  and  happily  conducted. 

To  the  other  poetical  ladies  of  ch® 
year  we  are  not  able  to  render  that 
juftice  to  which,  perhaps,  their 
merit  may  be  entitled  ;  for,  not  hav¬ 
ing  had  the  pleafure  ol  perufing 
their  production*,  we  mu  ft  rely,  for 
what  is  laid  concerning  them,  on 
the  teiUraonies  of  others.  The  per¬ 
formances  we  have  in  view  are, 
Mifs  Ryves’s  E  pi  file  to  the  right! 
honourable  Lord  John  Cavenclifh, 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer; 
the  fame  lady’s  “  Dialogue  in  the 
Ely  ft  an  Fields,  between  Csefar  and 
Cato;”  Mrs.  Upton’s  “  Mifcella- 
neous  Pieces  in  Profe  and  Verfe 
and  Mrs.  Hughes’s  Poems.  Of 
Mifs  Ryves  it  is  afferted  that  her 
verfes  are  fpirited,  and  f afire  times 
elegant,  but  not  always  correct 
Nearly  the  fame  character  is  given 
of  Mrs.  Upton  ;  and  Mrs.  Hughes 
is  represented  as  having  written 
plea-ling  moral  pieces,  and  as  hav¬ 
ing  compofed  the  legendary  tale  of 
Edwin  and  Matilda  with  tafte  and 
fimplicity. 

The  Poetical  Publications  of  the 
year  by  male  authors  have  exceeded 
rather  in  number  than  in  excellence. 
Indeed,,  few  of  them  have  been  fo 
diftinguifiied  by  their  merit,'  as  to 
be  entitled  to  any  eminent  degree  of 
applaufe.  Mr.  jefningham’s  “  Rife 
and  Progrefs  of  the  Scandinavian 
Poetry”  is  the  work  of  a  gentleman, 
whofe  name  is  already  well  known 
in  the  literary  worKE  His  poems 

are 
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are  in  the  hands  of  mo  ft  readers, 
who  need  not  be  informed  that  he 
principally  excels  in  the  elegiac  and 
tender  fpecies  of  competition.  In 
the'  performance  before  us  he  aims 
at  a  higher  drain)  but  not  with  the 
fuccefs.  that  could  bewiflied.  The 
fault,  perhaps,  is  not  fo  much  in 
Elm i elf,  as  in  the  fubjeCt  which  he  > 
hath  chofen.  The  imagery  fup- 
plied  by  the  Scandinavian  poetry  is 
oftentimes  more  horrible  than  tub- 
lime  ;  and  the  machinery  it  affords 
is  far  lefs  captivating  to  the  imagi¬ 
nation  than  that  which  is  for  milled 
by  the  Greek  and  Roman  mytholo¬ 
gy,  and  by  the  tales  of  chivalry. 
Thofe  poems  of  the  late  Mr.  Gray- 
which  were  formed  upon  the  mo¬ 
del  of  the  Runic  bards,  are,  not- 
with  (landing*-  the  power  of  his  ge¬ 
nius,  the  leaft  pleafing  of  his 
writings.  We  do  not  deny  that 
there  are  fome  energetic  paflages  in 
Mr.  jerningham’s  poem,  but  we 
are  perfuaded  that  it  will  never  be 
popular. 

Gray’s  admirable  Elegy  in  a 
Country  Church  Yard  has  given 
rife  to  various  imitations,  fome 
more  and  fome  lefs  fuccelsful.  It 
was  very  natural  that  Weftminfter 
Abbey  fhould  furnilh  a  fubjeeft  of 
the  elegiac  kind,  and  it  is  an  agree¬ 
able  circumftance  that  it  fiiouki  fall 
into  the  hands  of  a  gentleman  fo 
well  capable  of  doing  juitice  to  it 
as  Mr.  Maurice.  Elis  poem,  taking 
its  title  from  that  Abbey,  breathes 
the  fpirit  of  Gray.  7  he  deferip- 
tions  and  reflections  fug-gelled  by  a 
theme  fo  awful,  when  fo  happily 
expreffed,  will,  at  the  fame  time, 
promote  the  fentiments  of  piety  and 
gratify  the  feelings  of  take.  Mr. 
Maurice  has  prefixed  to  his  poem  a 

fummarv  account  of  the  fir  ft  foun- 
«✓ 

station,  and  final  completion  of 
Weftminfter  Abbey. 

The  “  Verfes  on  her  Majefty’s 
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Birth-Day  ”  arc  a  voluntary  tribute 
to  royal  merit ;  a  voluntary  tribute 
to  the  univerfally  acknowledged 
virtues  of  the  queen,  which'  give 
her -a  juft  title  to  poetical  applaufe* 
Whoever  may  be  the  author  of  the 
p  relent  compofition,  it  proceeds 
from  a  perfon  of  a  truly  cl  ait  real 
tafte,  his  verfes  being  correct  and 
elegant,  and  judicioufiy  adapted  to 
the  occafion. 

The  “  Regular  Ode  to  Mr.  Pitt” 
riles  above  many  productions  of 
the  fame  kind,  being,  the  work  of 
one  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
nature  of  this  fpecies  of  poetry,  and 
who  is  polfdled  of  abilities  that 
qualify  him  for  appearing  in  it  with 
advantage.  The  writer  we  believe 
to  be  a  very  refpeCtable  clergyman, 
who  is  not  unknown  in  the  literary 
world,  and  who  has  here  offered  a 
tefiimony  of  regard  arifing  from  his 
underftanding  and  his  heart, 

Mr.  Irwin,  whom  we  have  for¬ 
merly  mentioned  in  terms  of  ap* 
probation,  hath  publifhed  an  “Ode 
to  Robert  Brooke,  Efq;  occafioned 
by  the  death  of  Hyder  Ally.” 
Though  the  author  is  not  deftitute 
of  fancy,  and  writes  with  tafte  and 
harmony,  he  doth  not  feem  to  be 
animated  by  that  native  fire  which 
is  requifite  to  give  to  Lyric  Poetry 
its  full  vigour  and  elevation*  In 
making  this  remark,  we  only  fay 
what  may  be  aliened  concern¬ 
ing  the  greateft  number  of  Ode- 
writers,  in  our  own  or  any  other 
country. 

Mr.  Stockdale’s  “  Three  Poems” 
come  from  a  gentleman  who  hath 
appeared  before  the  public  in  vari¬ 
ous  forms  of  compofition,  and  in 
all  of  them  with  very  considerable 
ability,  though  his  writings  are  not 
totally  unexceptionable.  Mrs.  Sid- 
dons  is  the  iubjeCt  of  the  firft  poem  ; 
the  fecond  is  add  relied  to  Sir  Afhton 
Lever ;  and  the  third  js  an  Elegy 

on 
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on  the  Death  of  a  Young  Officer  in 
the  Army.  In  all  thefe  we  obferve 
the  traces  of  a  lively  and  vigorous 
mind  ;  of  a  mind  capable  of  form¬ 
ing  ifrong  ideas,  and  of  expreiiing 
them  in  energetic  and  harmonious 
veriification.  iVlr.  Stockdale  has  it 
always  in  his  power  to  write  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  be.  read  with  plea- 
fure  and  advantage. 

The  Hiftorical  EiTay  on  national 
Song,  prefixed  to  44  A  feledt 
Collection  of  Englifh  Songs”  we 
have  already  mentioned.  With 
regard  to  the  Collection  it  felt,  it  is 
fufficient  to  take  notice  that  if  con- 
fills  of  Love  Songs,  Drinking  Songs, 
Mifcellaneous  Songs,  and  Ancient- 
Ballads.  The  choice  appears  to  have 
been  made  with  great  judgment, 
though,  from  the  diverfities  in  the 
taffies  of  men,  it  will  always  be 
alked,  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  why  fuch 
and  fuch  things  are  omitted. 

The  third  and  fourth  volume  of 
44  Old  Ballads”  we  have  not  feen, 
and,  therefore,  cannot  fay  whether 
they  he  or  be  not  iu  diclo  u  fly  fel- 
iefted. 

44  Two  ancient  Scotifh  Poems, 
Gaberlunz.ie  Man,  and  Chriff’s 
Kirk  on  the  Green,  with  notes  and 
Obfervations,”  by  Mr.  Caliandar, 
had  better,  perhaps,  have  been 
fipoken  of  under  the  head  of  An¬ 
tiquities.  What  the  editor  hath 
faid  concerning  etymologies  is  wor¬ 
thy  of  attention,  Mr,  Caliandar 
being  a  gentleman  much  conver- 
fant  with  the  original  ffiate  of  the 
literature  and  language  of  his 
country,  and  well  qualified  to  write 
upon  it. 

There  were  many  other  Poetical 
produ&ions  publifhed  during  the 
year,  which  the  limits  we  are  con¬ 
fined  to  will  not  permit  us  diflindtly 
to  charaCterife  ;  fo  that  we  muffi  be 
fatisfied  with  a  bare  recital  of  the 
tides  of  fome  of  them  that  other- 


ITERATUU  [271] 

wife,  perhaps,  might  have  been 
found  worthy  of  more  particular 
notice.  The  publications  we  refer 
to  are,  44  Poems,  by  a  literary  So¬ 
ciety;”  Major  Waller’s  44  Familiar 
Epiule  to  Thomas  Lamb,  Efq;” 
his  44  Rump  and  Dozen,”  and  his 
44  Avaro  and  Tray  the  44  Poeti¬ 
cal  Attempts ;  ”  44  A  Supplement  to 
the  Mifcellanies  of  Thomas  Chat-* 
tenon  44  Co  Urey  and  Adelaide;” 

44  Carmen  in  Honorem  Georgii  Sa- 
vile;”  44 Trifles  in  Verl'e  ;”  44 shoot¬ 
ing,  h  Poem;”  44  Lipfcombe’s 
Poems  44  Aerophonon 44  Fon- 
tenoy,  a  Poem  ;”  44  Chatfworth 
44  Fafhion,  an  Ode,  with  other 
Poems  ;”  and  44  The  Cave  of  Nep¬ 
tune  P 5 

When  we  confider  that  poetry  is 
underftood  not  to  be  the  prevailing 
tafte  of  the  age,  that  it  fcarcely 
meets  with  any  degree  of  patronage 
from  the  great,  and  that  works  are 
comparatively  neglected  which  in 
the  beginning  of  the  century 
Would  have  made  the  fortunes  of 
the  writers,  we  are  furprifed  at 
the  number  of  poetical  pieces  that 
are  printed  every  year.  We  ap¬ 
prehend  that,  in  many  cafes  the 
fale  does  not  defray  the  charges  of 
publication.  Some  per  fons  maybe 
capable  of  ludaining  the  expence  ; 
others  may  be  inftigated  by  the  ap- 
plaule  of  injudicious  friends  ;  and 
others  may  be  carried  to  the  prefs 
merely  by  the  impulfe  of  their  own 
vanity.  This  lafl  circumfiance  is 
probably  very  extenfive  in  its  ope¬ 
ration  ;  for  we  believe  that  no 
people  are  lo  fond  of  appearing  in 
print  as  the  writers  even  of  the 
mo  ft  indifferent  verfes.  They  think 
themfelvcs  entitled  to  praile,  and 
therefore  rufh  upon  the  public, 
often  to  their  own  mortification  ; 
unlefs  vanity  again  intervenes,  to 
confide  them  for  the  negledt  of  an 
undifeerning  world. 


With 
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With  refpetSt  to  the  Dramatic 
produdfions  of  the  year,  written 
for  the  Stage,  we  fhall  purfue  our 
accuilomed  method  of  reciting  only 
the  titles  of  the  pieces,  and  the 
names  of  the  authors,  when  their 
names  are  known.  In  Tragedy 
was  exhibited  Mr.  Cumberland’s 
Carmelite. ”  The  Comedies  of 
1784  were,  44  Reparation,'’  by 
Mr.  Andrews  ;  44  Deception,”  by- 

Mr.  Vaughan  ;  and  tk  The  Follies 
of  the  Day,”  by  Mr.  Holcroft.  Va* 
rious  Dramatic  performances  have 
been  reprefented,  under  the  titles 
of  Muficai  Comedies,  Comic  Ope¬ 
ras,  and  IV  ulical  Farces.  The 
Muficai  Comedies  were,  44  Two 
to  One,”  by  young  Mr.  Colman, 
and  44  The  Noble  Peafant,”  by 
Mr.  Holcroft.  1  he  Comic  Operas 
were,  44  The  Double  Difguile 
44  Robin  Hood,”'  by  Mr.  Macnally  ; 
and  44  Fontainbleau,  or  the  Way  to 
France,”  by  Mr.  O  Keefe.  Two 
Muficai  Farces,  44  Peeping  Tom,” 
and  44  The  Spanifh  Rivals,”  were, 
iikewife  produced  by  the  fame  pro¬ 
lific  author.  The  Farces,  without 
Mufic,  were,  44  The  Tobacconifl,” 
44  Hunt  the  Slipper,”  and  44  Aerof- 
tation;”  the  lad  by  Mr.  Pillon. 
A  Petit  Piece,  of  two  Adis,  was 
alfo  performed,  called  44  A  Mogul 
Tale.” 

But  though,  with  refpeci  to  the 
productions  in  general  brought  on 
the  ftage,  and  which  occupy  fo 
much  the  remarks  both  of  news¬ 
paper  and  periodical  critics,  we 
content  ourfelves  with  a  bare  enu¬ 
meration  of  them  ;  this  mull  not  be 
the  cafe  with  regard  to  Mr.  Hay- 
ley’s  44  Plays  of  three  Adfs,  written 
for  a  private  Theatre.”  This  work 
is  of  too  much  confequence  to  be 
palled  over  without  particular 
notice.  The  diverlity  of  Mr. 
Hay  ley’s  genius,  which  has  been 
fo  finely  difplayed  in  his  other 


poems,  has  now  appeared  in  a  form 
of  compoiition  totally  new  in  this 
country.  This  character,  however, 
does  not  extend  to  his  1  ragedies, 
which  are  two  in  number,  44  Mer- 
cella,”  and  44  Lord  Ruflel.”  The 
ftory  of  Marcella  was  recommended 
to  Dr.  Toting  by  the  author  of 
ClarifFa.  The  poet  adopted  it,  and 
wrote  a  lingle  adt ;  but  this  fhared 
the  fate  of  his  other  unfinilhed 
manufcrip.ts,  and,  according  to  the 
diredtion  of  his  will,  was  committed 
to  the  flames.  Mr.  Hayley  was  at 
length  induced  to  take  up  the  (lory, 
which  is  a  very  dreadful  one.  In 
general,  we  greatly  admire  the 
44  Marcella  but  there  is  one 
point  in  which  we  mull  object  to  it, 
and  that  is,  in  regard  to  the  cha- 
radfer  of  Hernandez.  It  is  a 
charadfer  not  fuited  to  the  dignity 
of  'Tragedy  ;  it  excites  horrour 
rather  than  terrour,  and  is  indeed 
loathfome.  We  are  furprifed  that 
Mr.  Hay  ley  *s  fine  taite  and  found 
judgment  did  not  fuggeft  to  him 
that  the  catailrophe  might  have  been 
effected  by  aperfon  equally  wicked, 
but  more  elevated,  borne  offended 
nobleman,  of  black  and  daring  pafii- 
ons,  might,  with  lefs  difgufi  to  the 
reader,  have  wrought  the  evil  which 
gives  the  terrour  to  the  Tragedy, 
The  flory  of  Ruffe!  will  always  be 
plealing  and  affecting  to  a  true  Eng- 
lilhman,  and  our  author  has  con¬ 
duced  it  with  eminent  propriety 
and  beauty.  In  the  characters  and 
incidents  he  hath  adhered  much  to 
the  real  hiftory,  while,  at  the  lame 
time, they  have  received  fuch  height¬ 
ening  as  was  neceffary  to  dramatic 
compoiition.  The  fentiments,  mo¬ 
ral  and  political,  will  command  the 
applaufe  of  every  well  conftituted 
mind,  and  the  language  is  admira-" 
bly  adapted  to  the  Tragic  Mufe. 
In  this  refpect  Mr.  Hayley  has- 
held  out  a  model  which  is  highly 

Worthy 
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Worthy  of  imitation.  We  mud 
not  forget  to  mention,  that  the 
44  Lord  Ruffe  1”  was  voluntarily 
taken  up  by  Mr.  Colman,  and 
reprefented  at  the  Hay-market 
Theatre,  It  is  in  his  Comedies 
that  our  ingenious  poet  hath  affum- 
ed  a  form  wholly  new.  They  are 
in  rhyme  5  of  that  fpecies  of  verfe 
which  has  been  ufed  by  the  author 
of  the  Bath  Guide.  For  this  he 
hath  apologized,  in  a  very  able 
manner,  in  his  preface ;  and  hath 
even  gone  fo  far  as  to  fugged,  that 
a  Comedy  in  rhyme  may  be  dill 
more  entertaining  than  a  Comedy, 
of  equal  merit  in  other  points, 
which  confines  itfelf  to  profe. 
Without  being  converts  to  his 
opinion,  we  highly  admire  the 
maimer  in  which  he  has  executed 
his  defign,  His  rhymes,  to  exprefs 
ourfelves  in  the  language  of  a  ju¬ 
dicious  ciitic,  are,  44  fo  familiar,  fo 
eafy,  fo  flowing,  that  profe  itfelf 
can  fcarcely  appear  more  natural, 
more  convenient  for  the  purpofes 
of  dialogue,  or  the  budnefs  of  the 
Drama.”  But  it  is  not  to  this 
matter  only  that  our  prailes  are  to 
be  confined.  The  characters  are 
well  fupported,  and  the  Comedies 
are  replete  with  wit  and  humour. 
They  are  three  in  number  ;  44 1  he 
Happy  Prefcription,”  44  The  Two 
Connoiffeurs,5’  and  “TheMaufo- 
leum.”  Each  of  thefe  we  have 
read  with  peculiar  fatisfadiion,  and 
think  that  they  are  all  of  them 
extremely'  entertaining ;  but  it 
feems  to  be  the  general  voice  to 
give  the  preference  to  the  44  Two 
Connoiffeurs.”  It  is  applauded  for 
tne  44  Compadtnefs  of  the  fable,  the 
natural  humour  of  the  characters, 
the  judnefs  and  delicacy  of  the 
fentiments,  and  the  elegant  vivacity 
of  the  dyle.”  While  we  entirely 
concur  in  this  encomium,  we  mud 
jbe  permitted  to  fay,  that  we  did 
3,84. 
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not  peru fe  the  44  Happy  Prefcrip- 
tion”  with  an  inferior  degree  of 
pleafure.  The  play  of  the  44  Two 
Connoiffeurs”  has,  ilnce  its  publi¬ 
cation,  been  aided  on  Mr.  Caiman's 
doge,  and  received  with  applaufe. 

Dr.  Downman’s  'Tragedy,  en¬ 
titled  44  Edit  ha,’ 5  mud  not  be 
paffed  over  unnoticed.  Though  not 
reprefented  in  London,  it  h  laid 
to  have  been  aided  in  Exeter,  near 
which  the  feene  of  the  dory  is 
laid.  The  piece  is  not  without  its 
faults  ;  but  there  is  fuch  a  vigour 
in  it,  that,  with  proper  alterations, 
it  might  well  deferve  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  a  larger  theatre. 

44  The  Patriot,  a  Tragedy,  altered 
from  the  Italian  of  Metaftalio,”  is 
not,  we  apprehend,  fo  far  altered 
as  to  raife  it  much  above  a  mere 
tranllation.  Not  having  been  Iran- 
dated  by  Mr.  Hoole,  it  may,  on 
that  account,  be  the  more  accept¬ 
able  to  fuch  readers  as  cannot  have 
accefs  to  the  original.  The  dory 
is  that  of  Themidocles,  at  the 
court  of  Perfia. 

Our  article  of  Domedic  Litera¬ 
ture  hath  extended  fo  far,  that  we 
mud  be  as  brief  as  poffible  in 
mentioning  fuch  mifcelianeous  pub¬ 
lications  as  cannot  wholly  be  omit¬ 
ted.  For  this  purpofe,  it  may  not 
be  amifs  to  throw  them  into  groups, 
by  which  means  a  number  of  them 
will  more  eauly  be  difeerned  in  a 
fingle  view.  The  find  group  we 
fliall  introduce  will  be  relative  to 
the  late  difputes  of  the  Royal 
Society.  A  meafure  taken  by  the 
prefident  and  council,  which  pro¬ 
duced  Dr.  Hutton’s  relignation  of 
the  office  he  fudained  as  foreign, 
fecretary,  and  which  was  intended 
to  produce  that  effedt,  gave  fo  much 
offence  to  the  Doctor’s  friends,  as 
to  occalion  a  variety  of  motions 
and  debates,  at  the  weekly  meetings 
S  of 
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of  the  members  in  Somerfet  Place. 
The  contefts,  at  length,  arrived  to 
fuch  a  height,  as  to  become  the 
object  of  dilcuffion  in  various  pam¬ 
phlets.  The  fir  11  that  appeared  was 
entitled,  “An  Authentic  Narrative 
of  the  Diffenlions  and  Debates  in 
the  Royal  Society  ;  containing  the 
fpeeches  at  large  of  Dr.  Horfley, 
Dr.  Mafeelyne,  Mr.  Maferes,,  Mr. 
Poor,  Mr.  Glenie,  Mr...  Watfon,, 
and  Mr.  Maty.”  This  Narrative, 
which  was  well  written,  was  en¬ 
tirely  on  the  fide  of  Dr., Hutton  ; 
and  the  fpeeches  were  thofe  only 
that  had  been  delivered  in  defence 
of  the  Doctor,  and  in  condemnation 
of  Sir  jofeph  Banks9s  conduct. 
There  was  great  fpirit  in  feveral  of 
the  fpeeches  ;  and  that  of  Dr.  Horf¬ 
ley,  in  particular,  was  very  energetic 
and  eloquent.  It  was,  indeed,. more 
distinguished  by  its  energy  and  elo¬ 
quence  than  by  its  moderation  and 
candour.  The  next  publication  was 
*<■  An  Appeal  to  the  Fellows  of  the 
Royal  Society,  concerning  the  Mea¬ 
sures  taken  by  Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 
their  prelident,  to  compel  Dr.  Hut¬ 
ton  to  refign  the  Office  of  Secretary 
to  the  Society  for  their  Foreign 
Correfpondence.”  This  trade,  which 
was  profeffedly  the  work  of  a  friend 
of  Dr.  Hutton,  and  was  entirely  in 
his  favour,  was,  neverthelefs,  drawn 
up  with  calmnels  and  temper.  The 
third  pamphlet  was  uncommonly 
violent.  The  title  of  it  was,  “An 
Hifiory  of  the  Infiances  of  Exclu-i 
lion  from  the  Royal  Society,  which 
were  not  Suffered  to  be  urged  in  the 
Courfe  of  the  late  Debates ;  with 
Strictures  on  the  Formation  of  the 
Council,  and  other  Indances  ofDei- 
potifm  of  Sir  jofeph  Banks,  the 
prefent  Prelident,  and  of  his  Inca¬ 
pacity  for  his  high  Office.”  In  this 
production  eveiy  charge  was  urged 
againfi  Sir  jofeph,  .which  extreme 
diflike,  and  an.  earned  delire 


to  criminate  him  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  in  conj undtion  with  conli- 
derable  abilities,  could  produce.. 
Hitherto  the  publications  being 
entirely  on  one  fide  of  the  qoeftion,, 
the  enemies  of  the  prelident  tri¬ 
umphed  greatly,  and  it  was  boafted 
that  no  defence  of  him  could  be 
given.  But,  after  fome  time,  came 
out  “  Canons  of  Criticifm,  extracted, 
from  the  Beauties  of  Maty’s  Re¬ 
view.”  In  this  piece,  which  was 
written  with  learning  and  with  wit, 
the  errors  of  Mr.  Maty’s  Reviews 
were  Severely  expofed,  and  Dr.. 
HorileyFs  conduct  was  difplayed 
with  equal  Severity .  The  author 
was  underfiood  to  be  a  dignitary  of 
the  Church  of  England.  Lall  of 
all  appeared,  “  Observations  on  the 
late  Contelts  in  the  Royal  Society,’9" 
by  Dr.  Kippis.  This  was  the  only 
tract  upon  the  fubjedt  to  which  the 
writer  prefixed  his  name.  I)r. 
Kippis  profeffed  to  give  a  fair  and 
candid  view  of  the  diffenlions  that 
had  arifen  in  the  Society  :  and  it  is 
certain  that  his  hillory  of  them  is 
drawn  up. with  perfpicuity  and  mo¬ 
deration.  While  he  acknowledges 
that  Sir  Jofeph  Banks  had  been  to 
blame  in  fome  refpedts,  he  con¬ 
demns  the  behaviour  of  his  oppo¬ 
nents,  vindicates  him  with  regard 
to  mo  ft  of  the  accufations  that  had 
been  brought  againif  Him,  and 
Strongly  alferts  his  capacity  for  the 
Ration  he  holds,  and  the  integrity 
and  zeal  with  which  he  had  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  of  that  Station. 
In  one  in  fiance,  Dr.  Kippis  was 
thought  by  feveral  perfons  to  depart 
from  his  ufual  candour  ,*  and  thar- 
was  in  the  latter  end  of  his  pam¬ 
phlet,  where  he  expofes  Dr.  Horf- 
ley’s  haughtinefs  as  a  divine.  Others 
approved  of  that  part  ;  whether 
juftly  or  not,  is  of  little  confequence 
to  determine.  It  may  be  proper  to 
acquaint  our  readers,  that  the  dis¬ 
pute  3^- 
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tou-tes  in  the  Royal  Society  have 
lubfided,  with  a  very  general  ac- 
quiefcence  in,  and,  indeed,  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  prefident’s  conduct. 

The  next  group  we  fliall  in¬ 
troduce,  is  that  of  thofe  publications 
which,  in  feme  ftiape  or  other,  may 
be  coniiaered  as  relating  to  educa¬ 
tion  and  the  forming  of  the  minds 
of  young  perfons.  1  hef»  are, 
44  Letters  to  Honoria  and  Marianne, 
on  various  Subjects ;  ”  44  Dramatic 
Pieces;”  44  I  ales  of  the  Caftle 
44  Letters  from  aMother  to  her  Chil¬ 
dren  •  ”  44  The  Children’s  Friend 
44  Letters  from  a  Peerefs  of  England 
to  her  eldefl  Son  •”  44  School  Dia¬ 
logues,  for  Boys  ;”  Dr.  Andrews’s 
44  Letters  to  a  young  Gentleman  on 
his  fetting  out  for  France  ;”  and 
44  Female  Tuition,  or  an  Addrefs 
to  Mothers  on  the  Education  of 
Daughters.5’  When  we  fay  that 
the  7  ales  of  the  Gallic  are  a  tranf- 
lation  from  Madame  de  Gen  Us,  our 
readers  will  be  able,  from  that 


virtue,  and  religion,  with  excel¬ 
lent  lenfe,  accompanied  with  a 
fpnghtl)  manner  of  competition. 

The  third  group,  which  is  a  very 
large  one,  coniifts  of  the  Novels 
and  Romances  of  the  year  While 
foriie  do  not  deferve  to  he  mentioned 
at  all,  the  reft  are  fiilKciently  nu¬ 
merous.  They  have  appeared  un¬ 
der  the  following  titles  :  44  The 

Denouement,  or  the  Hiilory  of 
Lady  Louiia  Wingrove;”  44  The 
Hiilory  of  Chrnlina,  Princefs  of 
Swabia,  and  of  Eloifa  de  Livarot ;” 
44  Dangerous  Connections 44  Bar¬ 
ham  Downs :  44  The  Independent ; ,a 
44  Original  Love  Letters,  between 
a  Lady  of  Quality  and  a  xenon  of 
inferior  Station.”  44  Italian  Letters, 
or  the  Hiilory  of  the  Co  nt  de  St. 
Julian;”  Mr.  Potter’*.  4 4 Virtuous 
Villagers;”  44  The  Magdalen,  or 
the  Hiilory  of  the  Frit  Penitent  re¬ 
ceived  into  that  charitable  Afy- 
lum  ”  44  Siberian  Anecdotes  ; ” 

44  Imogen,  a  Palforal  Romance 


lad)  ’s  already  eftablifhed  charaCter, 
to  form  fome  judgment,  of  their 
merit,  From  Dr.  Andrews’s  known 
acquaintance  with  France,  it  will 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  that  he  is 
well  qualified  for  pointing  out  the 
proper  objeCls  of  attention  to  thole 
who  mean  to  profecute  their  ftudies 
in  that  country.  The  books  pub- 
liflicd  by  the  Marfhalls  in  St  Alder- 
mary  Church  Yard,  and  written  for 
the  mo  ft  part,  we  apprehend,  by 
one  of  the  partners,  carry  on,  in  a 
verv  pleating  and  ufeful  manner, 
the  inftruClions  of  children,  of  dif¬ 
ferent  ages.  44  Female  Tuition”  is 
entitled  to  no  (mail  degree  of  praile. 
The  author’s  defign  is  to  convince 
mothers  of  the  great  importance  of 
making  their  daughters  good  wo¬ 
men.  In  profecut  n  this  purpofe, 
he  treats  on  maternal  authorit) , 
domellic  attention,  diligence  and 
aClivity,  ceconomy,  iimplicity,  fe¬ 
male  purfuits,  honour,  knowledge, 


and  44  The  Hiilory  of  Lord  Belford 
and  Mifs  Sophia  Woodley.”  It 
will  not  be  expected  that  any  per- 
fon,  ,  whofe  time  is  principally 
devoted  to  the  more  ferious  and 
important  parts  of  literature,  can 
have  read  all  thefe.  producti¬ 
ons.  Four  of  them  we  have 
per  ufc  d  with  much  p  leafy  re  ;  Bar¬ 
ham  Downs,  The  Independent,  the 
Original  Love  Letters,  an  I  the 
Italian  Letters,  Each  of  thefe  has 
its  diftinft  and  peculiar  merit,  as 
will  readily  be  felt  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  every  reader  of  ienfi.biti.ty 
and  talle.  For  Barham  Downs 
we  are  endebted  to  the  pen  of  the 
author  of  Mount  Henneth,  to 
whofe  mode  of  writing  a  due  tribute 
of  pnife  was  rendered  in  a  former 
Annual  Regitler. 

We  fliall  conclude-  our  article  of 
Domellic  Literature  with  a  fhort  no¬ 
tice  of  three  or  four  publications, 
which  are  entitled  to  a  fepara  e  atten¬ 
tion.  '  S  2  Mr. 
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Mr.  Ramfay’s  “  Effay  on  the 
Treatment  and  Converfion  of  Afri¬ 
can  Slaves,  in  the  Britifh  Sugar  Colo- 
nies’,  is  a  work  of  the  highed  impor¬ 
tance  to  the  intereds  of  humanity. 
The  reverend  and  benevolent  author 
hath  pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  Ne¬ 
groes  with  great  energy,  and  has 
dcfcribed  their  fufferings  in  a  very 
pathetic  manner.  He  is  entitled  to 
the  warm  thanks  of  every  rational 
and  feeling  mind,  for  his  zealous 
endeavours  to  meliorate  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  ilavery.  It  is  a  pleafure  to 
us  that  his  book,  in  which  he  has 
difplayed  much  knowledge  upon  the 
fubjefft,  has  excited  a  general  no¬ 
tice  ;  and  we  trud  that,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  other  efforts,  it  will 
tend  to  produce  an  important  re¬ 
volution  in  the  date  of  mankind. 

Mr.  Day’s  46  Fragment  of  an  ori¬ 
ginal  Letter  on  the  Slavery  of 
Negroes,”  is  another  plea  for  this 
injured  and  diffreffed  part  of  the 
human  fpecies.  it  was  written  in 
1776,  at  the  re  quell  of  a  gentleman 
of  America,  who  delired  to  know 
his  fentiments  on  the  ficbjedt. 
Our  author  has  reprefented,  with 
admirsfble  addrefs  and  energy,  the 
inconfidency  of  an  American  pa¬ 
triot^  being  zealous  for  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  his  country,  while 
he  holds  the  poor  Africans  in  bon¬ 
dage.  The  iniquity  and  cruelty, 
and,  we  might  add,  the  ill  policy 
of  ilavery,  will,  we  hope,  conti¬ 
nue  to  be  urged  by  the  friends  of 
reafon,  judice,  and  compaifion,  till 
at  length  it  fliall  be  banifhed  from 
the  face  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  Howard,  whofe  name  is 
above  all  praife,  perfeveres,  ivith 
unremitted  ardour,  in  his  zeal  for 
the  purification  of  prifons,  and  the 
relief  and  comfort  of  prisoners.  He 
has  publi fired  an  u  Appendix  to  the 
State  of  the  Prifons  in  England  and 
"Wales,  &c.  containing  a  farther 
Account  of  foreign  .Prifons  and 


Hofpitals,  with  additional  Remarks 
on  the  Prifons  of  this  Country.” 
This  Appendix,  condding  of  nearly 
three  hundred  pages  in  quarto,  is 
didributed  gratis  to  the  purchafers 
of  the  former  editions  of  the  work ; 
and  the  whole  of  the  new  edition, 
being  the  third,  and  including  the 
Appendix,  though  a  book  worth 
five’ and  twenty  drillings,  is  fold  for 
thirteen  drillings  in  boards.  Hence 
our  readers  will  perceive  that  Mr. 
Howard’s  generodty  keeps  pace 
with  his  humanity. 

Dr.  Hey,  who  lad'  year  expofed' 
the  pernicious  effects  of  gaming,  has 
this  year  done  the  fame  with  regard 
to  duelling.  His  work  is  a  Differta- 
tion  which  obtained  a  prize  in  the 
Univerdty  of  Cambridge,  and  is 
pubiidied  by  appointment.  The 
affair  of  duelling  is  conddered,  by 
the  ingenious  author,  in  every 
pgint  of  view,  and  drewn  to  be  in 
all  refpeCts  highly  abfurd  and  cri¬ 
minal.  It  would  be  happy  if  his 
arguments  were  attended  to  by  the 
perfons  for  whofe  benefit  they  are 
more  immediately  defigned ;  but 
thefe  men  will  be  the  lad  to  read  and 
to  profit  by  what  is  here  advanced. 
Surely  fome  principles  and  regula¬ 
tions  might  be  adopted,  which 
would  contribute  to  put  an  end  to 
a  practice  that  is  replete  with  the 
mod  deftruiffive  confequences. 

It  is  proper  to  mention,  at  this 
conclufion  of  our  article  of  Domedie 
Literature,  that  three  productions 
of  the  year,  in  critical  and  claffical 
learning,  have  been  omitted  by  us, 
in  conlequence  odour  not  having- 
had  an  opportunity  of  paying  them 
a  due  attention.  Thefe  are  Mr.  Wef- 
don’s  “Hermefianax,”  Mr.  Routh’s 
edition,  from  the  Clarendon  Prefs, 
of  the  “Euthydemus  andGorgias  of 
Plato;”  and  Mr  Dunder’s  Tranflk- 
tion  of  Aridophanes’s  Comedy  of 
“The  Frogs.” 
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IN  giving  the  fhort  and  imperfedf 
fketch  of  Foreign  Literature  to 
which  we  are  necedat  ily  confined 
fay  the  multifarious  nature  of  our 
work,  we  are  presented  with  an 
•opportunity  of  nr  ft  introducing  t© 
our  readers  a  writer  of  uncommon 
dignity  in  point  of  external  rank. 
This  is  no  lefs  a  perfouage  than 
Catherine  the  Second,  Emprefs  of 
all  the  Ruffias  ;  who  has  condes¬ 
cended  to  add  her  illudrious  name 
to  the  I'm  all  catalogue  of  royal  au¬ 
thors.  Her  object  is  the  inffrudtion 
of  her  two  gcandldns,  and  her  per¬ 
formance  is  intitled,  '“The  Library 
of  the  Grand  Dukes  Alexander  and 
ConftantineA  It  has  been  pnblifned 
at  Berlin,  in  two  odtavo  volumes. 
Among  the  pieces  contained  in 
them,  are,  u  Fundamental  Princi¬ 
ples  of  the  Indrubtion  of  a  Citi¬ 
zen  “  Materials  for  a  Ruffian 
Hidory  “  Select  ColleHion  of 
Ruffian  Proverbs  ;”  and  “.The 
Story  of  the  Czarewitz  Fewei,”  a 
Romance,  defigned  to  give  an  idea 
of  the  education  and  character  of  a 
good  prince.  Though  we  ate  not 
competent  to  determine  concerning 
the  precife  merit  of  the  work  in 
refpect  of  compofition,  it  may  fafely 
be  pronounced,  that  the  endeavours 
of  her  Imperial  Majedy  to  form  the 
minds  and  manners  of  her  grand- 
fons  are  worthy  of  praife. — -Monf. 
Pallas,  who,  by  his  preceding  pub¬ 
lications,  has  thrown  fo  much  light 
]sm  the  general  date,  and  on  the 


natural  hi  dory,  of  the  remoteft 
parts  of  th&  Ruffian  Empire,  and  the 
north  ead  parts  of  Alia,  his  prole- 
cuted  his  defign  in  another  volume, 
printed  at  Peterfburgh,  the  title  of 
which  is,  “New  Memoirs,  relative 
to  the  Northern  Regions.”  This 
is  the  fourth  volume  of  the  under¬ 
taking,;  and  among  the  mod  valu¬ 
able  parts  of  the  volume,  may  be 
reckoned,  the  defeription  of  the 
Kuril  Iflands.,  accompanied  with  a 
hidory  of  their  difeoverv,  and  an 
account  of  their  inhabitants  ;  the 
obfervations  of  M,  Hablitz  on  the 
Perlian  province  of  Gil  an ,  in  the 
year  1773  ;  and  the  curious  journal 
of  a  captain  of  the  Co  Tacks,  who, 
in  1779,  palled  from  the  point  of 
Tfcbuktjb  to  the  Iflands  of  the 
Straits,  with  the  inhabitants  of 
which  he  converfed  amicably,  and 
difeovered  from  thence  the  coads 
of  two  parts  of  the  globe. — At 
Riga  has  appeared,  in  three  vo¬ 
lumes,  oblavo,  u Coliedb.ons  relative 
to  the  Hidory  of  Peter  the  Fil'd, 
Emperor  of  Ruffia.”  Whatever  re¬ 
lates  to  a  charabter  fo  illudriows, 
and  a  reign  fo  extraordinary,  can¬ 
not  fail  of  exciting  a  certain  degree 
of  attention,— In  our  lad  Annual. 
Regider  we  mentioned  Mr.  Le 
ClercT  “Natural,  Moral,  Civil* 
and  Political  Hidory  of  ancient  and 
madern  Ruffia.”  He  has  lately 
publidied,  at  Paris,  a  third  volume 
of  this  large  undertaking.  The 
S  3  volume 
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volume  now  printed,  is  the  fecond 
volume  appropriated  to  the  ancient 
part  of  the  Ruffian  Hiftory,  and 
concludes  that  part.  It  exhibits  a 
lively  pidhire  os  the  inward  com- 
motions  in  Rullia,  till  the  Tartarian 
hordes  ruilied  upon  the  divided 
people,  and  reduced  them  to  a  Hate 
of  iervitude.  The  invafion  of  the 
Tartars,  and  the  conquefts  of 
Gengis  Kan,  a  e  among  the  impor¬ 
tant  narrations  of  the  prefent  vo¬ 
lume,  Mr.  Le  Clerc  s  account  of  the 
Tartars  is  curious  :  and  the  Hiftorv 
of  Iwan  the  Third,  who  afcended 
the  throne  in  1462,  introduces 
to  our  knowledge  a  prince  who  was 
diftinguifhed  by  his  wifdom,  pru¬ 
dence,  mildnefs,  and  inagnanR 
mity.  A  difpute  has  arifen  between 
our  author  and  another  late  hifto- 
rian  of  the  R  uffian  Empire  M.  L’ 
Evefque.  The  latter  was  the  ag- 
greffor,  in  fome  critical  remarks 
on  Mr  .Le  lerc\  work,  to  which  a 
reply  hath  been  made  with  great 
freedom.  On  each  iide  hath  been 
exerted  a  fufHcient  degreee  of  af- 
perity.  Though  we  have  no  doubt 
of  the  general  merit  of  Mr.  Le 
Ckrc 's performance,  we  cannot  help 
mentioning,  that  a  very  learned 
and  judicious  gentleman  of  our  ac¬ 
quaintance,  who  has  examined  the 
productions  of  both  the  rival  hif- 
torians,  gives  a  decided  preference 
to  that  of  M.  IJEvrfqiee. — There 
was  expected  ‘  to  be  publifhed  in 
Ruffin,  in.  1  784,  a  completion  of  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Mdnjore  and  Mon¬ 
gol  Tartars,  tranflated  from  theMan- 
jore  language.  This  work,  which  has 
been  t  ran  hating  and  printing  for 
many  years  paid,  comprizes  fixteen 
oflavo  volumes.  A  Ruffian  tranf- 
lation  of  all  Plato’s  works,  in  three 
volumes,  quarto,  was  likewife  expec¬ 
ted.  The  execution  of  fuch  a  defign 
mu  ft  be  regarded  as  a  confide  rable 
jprp'of  th$t  there  is  in  Ruffia  a  riling 
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fpirit  of  attention  to  ancient  an 4 
claffic  literature. 

It  gives  us  pleafure  to  find,  that, 
notwithflanding  the  Ioffes  fuftained 
by  Sweden  in  the  extinction  of  the 
Linnaean  family  and  the  death  of 
profeffor  Bergman,  the  honour  of 
l'cience  and  learning  is  ft  ill  main¬ 
tained  in  that  kingdom.  Dr.  Thun- 
berg  and  Dr,  Sparrman,  both  of 
them  eminent  difciples  of  Linnaeus, 
and  who  refided  long  and  far  abroad, 
have,  on  their  return  to  their  na¬ 
tive  country,  enriched  the  world 
with  the  knowledge  they  have 
gained.  Dr.  Thu  rib  erg*  9  relidence 
of  fixteen  months  in  Japan  has 
enabled  him  to  prefent  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  a  u  Flora  Japonica.”  This 
fubjedt  is  in  a  great  meafure  new  ; 
little  having  been  known  before, 
excepting  the  inaccurate  things  to 
be  found  in  Kempfer’s  Amaenitates, 
and  a  few  other  lcattered  publica¬ 
tions.  Dr.  Thunberg  has  given 
twenty- two  new  families  of  japoneie 
plants,  and  three  hundred  and  fixteen 
new  genera.  Japan  has  many  plants 
in  common  with  Europe,  America, 
China,  and  the  Fall-Indies.  Thofe 
which  the  author  has  obferved 
he  has  diftributed  according  to 
the  fexual  fyftem,  with  fuch  a 
change,  however,  and  diversity  of 
arrangement  as  fuits  his  own  ideas. 
It  is  hoped  that  he  will  favour  the 
lovers  of  botany  with  the  Floras  of 
Ceylon,  java,  and  other  parts  to 
which  his  enquiries  and  obferva- 
tions  have  extended. — The  fame 
gentleman  has  written  a  fhort  tract 
concerning  the  diffeient  kinds  of 
coins  which,  either  in  ancient  times 
or  more  lately,  have  been  ftruck 
and  are  current  in  the  kingdom  of 
Japan.  This  publication,  which  was 
originally  drawn  up  in  the  Swedifh 
language,  and  is  accompanied  with 
engravings,  has  been  tranflated  into 

■  German' 
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German.  Dr.  Span-man  has  obliged 
the  public  with  the  fruits  of  his 
long  reiidence  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.,  The  work  is  entitled,  “  The 
Voyage  of  Dr.  Andrew  Sparrman, 
Profelfor  of  Phyfic  at  Stockholm, 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sweden,  and  Keeper  of  the  Cabinet 
of  Natural  Hillary  to  the  fame,  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  South 
Pole.,  and  round  the  World;  but 
principally  into  the  country  of  the 
Caffres  and  Hottentots,  from  the 
year  1772  to  1776.”  This- voyage 
has  been  tranilated  from  the  Swedifh. 
into  German  by  Chrilfian  Henry 
Grofcurd,  rector  of  theGymnahum 
at  Stralfund,  and  has  been  pub- 
lifhed,  with  a  preface,  by  George 
Fo rfter,  profeffor  at  Calfel,  and 
Price  removed  to  Wilna  in  Poland. 
A  map  and  a  number  of  copper¬ 
plates  furnifh  an  additional  recom¬ 
mendation  or  the  book.  As  to  the 
work  itfelf,  it  is  valuable  on  many 
accounts,  and  is  much  fuperior  to 
■every  thing  which  hath  hitherto 
appeared  on  the  fame  fubjedts.  Dr. 
Sparrman  went  farther  than  any 
man  had  ever  been  before  him  ; 
and  he  happened  to  be  at  the  Cape 
at  a  time  when  the  Dutch  thotight 
it  no  longer  neceffary  to  make  a 
my  fiery  of  their  operations.  Be¬ 
tides  this,  he  had  accefs  to  the  bed 
information  ;  and  having  been  a 
fcholar  of  Linnaeus,  he  was  well 
qualified  to  defence  the  vegetable 
and  animal  productions  of  the 
country.  With  thefe  advantages, 
his  account  both  of  the  civil  policy 
and  natural  hiiiory  of  that  part  of 
the  world  may  be  depended  upon 
as  genuine.  It  is  a  proof  of  his  good 
fenfe,  and  of  the  truth  of  his  re- 
prefentations,  that  he  rejedls  the 
ilrange  things  which  occur  in  fome 
former  travellers,  with  regard  to 
the  cuitoms  and  appearance  of  the 
Hottentots.— The  two  firffc  volumes 


of  an  Hiflorical  Library  of  Sweden, 
after  the  manner  of  Le  Long’s  Bib- 
liotheque  hiitorique  de  la  f  ranee, 
have  been  publiiiied  in  the  Swedifh 
language.  'Phey  were  written  by  Ba¬ 
ron  War m  h o  1  m t  z ,  and  coll  him  W 
preparation  of  twenty  years.  Mr. 
Gorwell,  the-  editor,  and  who  is 
the  king’s  librarian  at  Stockholm, 
propoles  to  mandate  the  whole 
work  into  French,  and  to  make 
additions  to  it,  particularly  with 
regard  to  medailic  hiflory.  The 
completion  of  Inch  a  delign  will 
be  a  delirable  addition  to  the  flock 
of  hiflorical  knowledge. — — -A  col- 
ledlion  of  tra£ls,in  Latin,  under  the 
title  of  “  Acta  Medicorum  Sueci- 
corum,”  relating  to  phyilc  and 
natural  hiiiory,  by  the  younger 
Linn  ecus,  Profeffor  Adolphus  Mur¬ 
ray,  Thunberg,  and  others,  has 
lately  appeared.  The  colledlion  is 
partly  new,  and  partly  condlls  of 
pieces  which  have  formerly  been 
.printed.  The  prefent  volume,  which 
is  adorned  with  nineteen  copper¬ 
plates,  is  only  the  beginning  of  a 
defign  intended  to  be  carried  on  in 
future  publications. 

Denmark  would  offer  little  to 
our  notice,  for  the  year  1784,  if  it 
'were  not  for  the  labours  of  M-> 
Adler.  This  gentleman,  whom 
we  have  formerly  mentioned  as  fif¬ 
ing  to  great  eminence  in  Oriental 
and  critical  literature,  has  lately- 
been  appointed  proiefibr  at  Copen¬ 
hagen  ;  and  it  is  an  appointment 
which  promifes  to  be  highly  favour¬ 
able  to  the  in  te re  (Is  of  learning  in 
Denmark.  One  of  the  fir  ft  effects 
of  his  new  fituataonfwas  his  pre¬ 
paring  a  fhort  gramnnfr  of  the  Syriac 
tongue,  for  the  ufe  of  his  pupils  ; 
and  it  will  be  their  own  fault  it  tip: y 
do  not  derive  much  benefit  from  fo 
able  an  in  Umber,  The  iiufie’gen ; 
tleman  has  published  u  h li  F/xpli- 
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cation,  from  the  genius  of  the 
Syriac  Language,  of  fome  phrafes 
In  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Mark,  to 
which  are  added  observations  on 
the  hi  (lory  of  each  of  their  Gofpels, 
From  the  Syriac  forms  of  expref- 
fion  ufed  by  St.  .Matthew,  Mr. 
Adler  thinks  it  evident  that  his 
Gofpei  was  originally  written  in 
that  tongue.  It  is,  alfo,  our  pro* 
feffor’s  opinion,  that  St.  Mark  fir  ft 
epitomized  this  Gofpei  into  Greek, 
leaving  out  the  things  which  the 
heathen  converts,  for  whom  he 
wrote,  could  not  underhand.  It  is 
maintained  by  the  profeffor,  that  it 
was  not  till  after  this  that  the  whole 
of  St.  Matthew  was  tranfiated,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Helleniftic  jews. 
Our  learned  Lardner  held  different 
fentiments  upon  thele  points,  and 
has  advanced  reafons  for  them, 
which  many  judicious  men  may 
confider  as  of  no  little  importance. 
;—u  A  Chemical  Effay  on  tjre  PrincD 
pies  of  the  Formation  of  the  Nitrous 
Acid”  has  been  published  at  Co¬ 
penhagen.  It  was  the  tefult  of  a 
premium  offered  by  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  of  Sciences  in  that  city,  and 
had  the  honour  of  obtaining  the 
prize.  The  author  is  Dr.  Thou- 
venel,  corresponding  member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Phyncians  at 
N  ancy . 

The  United  Provinces  will  be 
found  more  fruitful  in  Literary 
Publications  than  Rullia,  Sweden, 
or  Denmark,  though  the  abundance 
of  them  doth  not  appear  to  equal 
that  of  fome  former  years.  In  Theo¬ 
logy  we  know  not  whether  44  The 
fejeCt  Adis  of  the  Bclgic  Saints,” 
printed  in  Latin,  and  written  by 
jofeph  Gefquierus,  deferve  to  be 
mentioned.  The  work  extends  from 
the  commencement  of  the  chriftian 
church  to  the  year  582.  How 
*  edifying  the  ;?anfadlions  of  thefe 


good  faints  may  be,  it  is  not  in  our 
power  to  determine ;  but  it  may 
reafonably  be  fuppofed  that  the 
perufal  of  them  will  chiefly  be  con¬ 
fined  to  the  Dutch  divines. — A 
£-  Specimen  Arabicum,”  containing' 
a  defeription  of,  and  extracts  from 
a  book  of  Feifafchius  on  gems  and 
precious  Hones,  unites  Oriental 
learning  with  '  natural  hiftory. 
Feifafchius  was  an  Arabian  jewel- 
ler  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
w’hofe  work  is  mentioned  in  Golius’s 
Lexicon.  The  prefent  editor,  Se- 
baftus  Fulco  Rau,  has  been  affifted 
in  the  execution  of  his  defign,  by 
the  ufe  of  four  new  man  11  Scripts. 
Feifafchius’s  book  is  divided  into 
twenty-five  chapters,  comprehend? 
ing  accounts  of  twenty-four  Hones, 
which  are  either  precious,  or  fo 
called  by  the  Arabs,  from  their 
fhining  quality.— In  Grecian  lite¬ 
rature  and  criticifm,  two  writers 
occur,  who  are  worthy  of  being 
particularly  di  ng u i filed,  Y alkenar 
and  V\  affenberg.  Mr.  Valkenar 
has  published  four  differtations  of 
HemHerhufius  on  curious  and  im¬ 
portant  Subjects,  together  with  three 
dhTertations  of  his  own.  But  what 
conftitutes  the  principal  value  of  the 
work  is  the  addition  of  a  Schediafma? 
exhibiting  a  Specimen  of  critical 
rr  .tes  on  Sundry  places  in  the  books 
of  the  New  Tefiament.  The  author 
occafionally  illufirates  and  amends 
Some  pafiages  in  profane  writers. 
It  is,  however,  to  the  New  Tefla- 
ment  that  his  remarks  are  chiefly 
confined.  Two  Orations  of  Chry- 
follorn,  and  an  ancient  Latin  verficn 
of  them  by  Aniani\s,  are  prefixed 
to  the  prefent  publication.  It  is 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  Valkenar  that 
Mr.  Toup  is  not  fo  happy  in  his 
conjectures  on  the  New  Teftament, 
as  he  is  in  his  explanation  of  frag¬ 
ments  of  the  comedies,  and  Greek 
epigrams, — Mr,  Wallenberg 

giveq 
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given  an  edition  of  the  firft  and 
iecond  Books  of  Homer’s  Iliad, 
with  a  Greek  Paraphrale  hitherto 
unpubliflied,  and  ancient  Scholia 
in  the  fame  language,  many  of 
which  are  now  for  the  firft  time 
brought  to  light.  Our  author, 
who  is  a  fcholar  of  Rhunken  and 
Valkenar,  has  been  encouraged  to 
the  undertaking  by  thefe  learned 
gentlemen.  The  paraphrale  is 
from  a  manufeript,  probably  of  the 
eighth  century,  which  contains 
the  whole  Iliad  in  the  fame  way. ' 
Rhunken  thinks  it  elegant;  Valke- 
nar,  that  it  is  very  rueful ;  and  Waf- 
fenberg  that  it  is  far  preferable  to 
anv  Latin  tranilation.  'This  edi¬ 
tor,  in  his  Notes  on  the  Life  offers 
a  conjecture  (not  indeed  entirely 
new),  that  the  dory  of  Homer’s 
blindnefs  took  its  rife  from  his 
name,  which  in  dEolic  figniftes 
blind.  Some  ingenious  reafons  are 
produced,  to  fnew  that  Homer 
wrote  a  poem  called  the  Margites, 
but  that  it  was  loft,  and  that  the 
poem  under  this  title  which  now 
fubfifts  was  written  by  Pigres,  the 
brother  of  Artemifia.  By  the 
tranfpolition  of  fome  verfes,  Mr.' 
Wallenberg  has  been  enabled  to 
give  us  an  entire  Elegy  of  Theog- 
nis,  addreffed  to  Cyraus.—  Saxius’s 
Onomafticon  is  the  continuation  of 
a  great  work  with  regard  to  literary 
hiftory.  It  is  the  fourth  part  of  it 
which  is  now  publifhed,  and  it  ex¬ 
tends  from  the  year  1586  to  the 
inftitution  of  the  fociety  Nature 
Spcculatorum  in  16;  2,  The  fame 
accuracy  in  inve flighting  the  age 
of  the  writers,  in  eftimating  the 
merit  of  their  works,  and  in  point¬ 
ing  out  the  fources  from  which  far¬ 
ther  information  concerning  them 
may  be  derived,  is  found  in  the 
prefent  that  was  admired  in  the  for¬ 
mer  volumes.  When  it  is  objefted 
that  fcvesal  uonfi  actable  names  a:c 


omitted,  an  objection  is  made  which 
perhaps  might  more  or  lels  be  urg¬ 
ed  again!!  every  large  biographical 
undertaking.  Acknowledged  de-? 
feels  may  be  fupplied  in  an  Ap¬ 
pendix. 

44  A  Philofophical  and  Critical 
Differtation  has  been  publifhed,  at 
Amllerd^m,  concerning  the  Philo- 
fophy  of  Cicero,  with  Regard  to 
the  Divine  Nature.”  The  author. 
Van  Wefele  Scholten,  deliver- 
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ed  it  at  a  public  deputation,  at 
which  profeffor  Daniel  Wyttenbach 
prelided.  M.  Schoiten  begins  by 
collecting  all  the  pieces  of  Cicero 
to  his  purpofe  ;  and  thefe  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  explain  both  gramma¬ 
tically  and  with  reference  to  the 
particular  defign  which  Tully  had 
in  view  in  each  treadle.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  writer’s  juft  ar¬ 
rangement  of  his  matter,  and  his 
accurate  acquaintance  with  ancient 
philofophy,  he  has  been  enabled 
to  throw  great  light  upon  the  lub- 
jedi,— In  medicine  two  publications 
have  appeared  which  it  maybe  fuf- 
ficient  barely  to  announce.  Thefe 
are  the  fecond  volume  of  Calda- 
nius’s  44  Inftitutiones  Phyfiologicse 
et  Pathologicae,”  publifhed,  with 
a  Preface  and  index,  by  Dr.  San- 
difort,  profeffor  of  anatomy  and 
forgery  at  Leyden  ;  and  Bonn’s 
44  Defcriptio  Thefauri  Gift  urn  Mor- 
boforum  Hoviani;”  to  which  is 
annexed,  44  DifTertatio  de  Callo.” 
The  nineteenth  and  twentieth  vo¬ 
lumes  of  the  4‘  Memoirs  of  the 
Haarlem  Philofophical  Society,” 
have  lately  been  printed.  It  is  the 
defign  of  the  diredlors  of  this  in- 
ftitution,  whilft  they  endeavour  to 
promote  the  interefts  of  fcience  in 
general,  to  pay  a  particular  regard 
to  the  exigencies  of  their  own 
country.  Plence,  by  their  prize- 
queftions,  they  often  diretft  the 
enquiries  of  philofophers  into  Rich 

chan- 
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channels  as  are  calculated  to  alle¬ 
viate  the  inconveniences,  and  to 
Improve  the  advantages,  that  are 
peculiar  to  the  Low  Countries. 
Among  the  i'ubjefts  of  a  more  ge¬ 
neral  nature,  may  be  mentioned  a 
Differtation  “  On  the  Utility  of 
Pfy-cholagy,*’  by  Mr.  John  Trem- 
Bley.  It  is  a  prize  differtation, 
written  in  an  anfwer  to  a  queftion 
propofed  by  the  Society,  and  is 
divided  into  three  pans.  The  In¬ 
fluence  of  Pfychology  on  Educa¬ 
tion  is  firft  confide  red  *  lecondly., 
its  Effect  on  the  Welfare  of  Society, 
Sind  thirdly,  the  bed  Means  of  im¬ 
proving  and  extending  this  fcience. 
The  author  writes  with  vivacity 
and  fpirit,  and  poffeffes  an  enlarg¬ 
ed  and  liberal  turn  of  fentiment. — 
A  very  ingenious  and  elaborate 
■differtation  has  been  publifhed  by 
M.  Meerman,  entitled  u  A  Dil- 
*  courfe  concerning  the  Achaean, 
Helvetic,  and  Beigic  Confedera¬ 
cies,”  which  obtained  the  prize  pro¬ 
pofed  in  the  Year  1782,  by  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Fnfcriptions 
and  Belles  Retires.  The  queftion 
was  dated  by  the  academy  in  the 
following  terms  ; — u  To  compare 
with  each  other  the  Confederacy 
of  the  Achseans,  280. Years  before 
the  Chriftian  iSFa,— that  of  the 
Swifs  Cantons,  in  the  Year  of 
Chrift  1307 — and  that  of  the  li¬ 
nked  Provinces  in  the  h  ear  1379  ; 
and  to  point  out  the  Caufe ■,  the 
Origin ,  the  Nature,  and  the  ObjcSl 
or  End  of  thefe  political  Aifocia- 
tions.”  in  the  difeuftion  of  this 
fubjeef,  M.  de  Meerman  firft  con¬ 
fide  rs,  in  three  feparate  articles,  the 
Caufes  that  led  to  the  three  cele¬ 
brated  confederacies  ;  and,  in  a 
fourth  article,  he  forms  the  com¬ 
panion,  and  fhevvs  in  what  refpects 
thefe  caufes  were  fimilar  or  diffi-. 
rnilar.  The  fame  method  and  the 
fame  number  of  articles  are  era- 
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ployed,  fucceffively,  in  developing 
each  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
queftion,  viz.  the  Origin,  the  Mz- 
ture ,  and  the  ObjeB  of  thefe  fa¬ 
mous  allocations.  It  is  hence  evi¬ 
dent,  that  the  difeourfe  is  not  of 
a  digreffive  and  declamatory  na¬ 
ture,  but  ftribfly  methodical ;  be- 
lides  which,  it  is  entitled  to  hi£h 
praife  for  the  attention,  judgment, 
and  learning,  with  which  it  is 
written.  M.  de  Meerman  is  a 
young  gentleman  who  has  already 
afforded  feveral  valuable  proofs  of 
•his  literary  abilities,  and  who  will 
probably  rile  to  great  reputation 
in  the  republic  of  letters. — The 
Beigic  confederacy  hath  received 
farther  illuftration  in  the  next  pub¬ 
lication  which  .is  to  be  mentioned, 
we  mean  the  u  Political  Writings 
of  M.  Simon  Van  Slingelandt.” 
This  gentleman,  who  died  in  the 
year  1736,  fucceffively  filled  the 
three  great  offices  of  fecretary  to 
the  council  of  Hate,  treafurer-ge- 
neral  of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
grand  penlionary  of  Holland,  and 
was  e deemed  one  of  the  greateft 
men  who  have  adorned  the  annals 
qf  his  country.  The  iubjects 
treated  of  in  the  two  volumes  now 
publifhed  will  be  deemed  highly 
important  by  every  intelligent 
Dutchman,  The  author  enters 
very  deeply  into  the  hiftory,  con- 
ftitution,  and  defedts  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  United  Provinces, 
and  confide r's  very  particularly  the 
caufes  of  the  decline  of  the  re¬ 
public,  together  with  the  reme¬ 
dies  which  ought  to  be  applied  to 
the  recovery  of  its  affairs.  Two 
remaining  volumes,  which  are  pro- 
mi  fed  by  the  editor,  will  contain 
Diffiertations  concerning  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  State,  Military  Jurifdic- 
tion,  and  the  Three  Admiralties. 
Though  M.  Slingelandrs  work  will 
he  chiefly  inter e (ting  to  the  inha- 
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Ifitants  of  Holland,  there  are  many 
things  in  it  which  are  well  calcu¬ 
lated  to  engage  the  attention  of  po¬ 
litical  men,  and  political  readers, 
In  other  countries  - — The  44  Tra¬ 
vels  through  Flanders,  the  Nether¬ 
lands,  Holland,  France,  Savoy, 
Italy,  Switzerland,  in  the  Y  ears 
1  775?  1 7 76 »  1777,  tmd  1778,  by 
a  Lover  of  the  Arts,”  are  not  de- 
IHtute  of  information  and  enter¬ 
tainment.  What  particularly  re¬ 
commends  the  work  is  the  plan  it 
lays  down  for  making  the  tour  of 
Europe.  The  errors  with  which 
this  performance  abounds  in  cer¬ 
tain  refpedts,  mud  confiderably  de¬ 
tract  from  the  reputation  it  would 
ptherwife  have  gained.-r—  Baron  de 
Tott?s  46  Memoirs  of  the  Turks 
and  the  Tartars,”  were  publiflied 
at  Am  herd  am.  As  thefe  Memoirs 
have  been  generally  read,  and  two 
translations  of  them  have  appeared 
In  our  own  language,  it  is  the  leis 
neceflary  to  enlarge  concerning 
their  merit.  The  baron  poflefTed 
every  advantage  for  giving  new 
information  to  the  world.  He  re- 
lided  twenty-three  years  at  Con- 
ftantinople,  where  he  was  employ¬ 
ed  to  fortify  the  Dardanelles,  and 
otherwife  difcipline  the  Turks  in 
the  1  aft  war  ;  befides  which,  he 
attended  Krirn  Gueray,  Krim  of 
Tartary,  in  an  expedition  againit 
the  Ruffians.  As  he  began  by 
making  himfelf  acquainted  with' 
the  language  of  the  country,  and 
hath  had  opportunities  of  feeing 
things  which  could  not  fall  to  the 
lot  of  common  travellers,  he  has 
hence  been  enabled  to  throw  pecu¬ 
liar  light  on  the  manners  and  cuf- 
toms  of  the  Turks  and  Tartars, 
and  the  prefent  condition  of  the 
Turk  ill  1  government.  The  ac¬ 
count  which  he  gives  of  the  de¬ 
plorable  State  of  Morals,  ol  Know¬ 
ledge  in  general,  and  of  military 
;v  ;  7 


Science  in  particular,  mull  ft  rile 
every  reader. — At  Amlierdam,  as 
well  as  at  Avignon,  has  been  pub- 
lillied,  44  A11  Fffiay  concerning  the 
Revolutions  that  have  happened  in 
French  jurifprii deuce,  deiighed  as 
an  Introduction  to  the  Study  of 
the  Law.”  The  author  is  A.  Rer- 
nardi,  advocate  in  the  parliament 
of  Provence,  who  is  already  known 
to  the  literary  world  by  a  treatife 
concerning  the  Criminal  Jurifpru- 
dence  of  the  French  Nation.— 
The  lad  production  we  fhall  men¬ 
tion,  belonging  to  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  is  4*  An  Hillorical  and  Po¬ 
litical  Defcription  of  the  original 
State  of  the  .  Colony  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  compared  with  the 
actual  State  of  that  Colony.”  This 
is  laid  to  be  an  authentic  and  im¬ 
portant  publication,  filled  with 
original  papers.  In  this  work  the 
fecrets  of  the  Dutch  Eait-India 
company  are  laid  open  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  will  not  be  pleating  to  the 
directors  ot  that  company. 

To  the  brief  account,  given  lad 
year,  of  the  fourth  volume  of  the, 
44  Memoirs  of  the  Imperial  and 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
Belles  Lettres  at  Bruffels,”  we  fhall 
now  add  the  number  of  commu¬ 
nications,  and  the  names  of  the 
contributors.  The  papers  include 
Antiquities  and  polite  Learning, 
in  conjunction  with  Natural  Phi- 
lofophy.  The  Memoirs  are  thirty 
in  number,  and  the  communicators 
are  chevalier  Nieuport,  M.  Van 
Bouchante,  the  (late)  Abbe  Need¬ 
ham,  the  Abbe  Mann,  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Cliafteler,  M.  Rondeau, 
Ivi 4  Caels,  M.  Limbourg  the  young¬ 
er,  the  Abbe  Chevalier,  M.  de 
Launay,  the  Abbe  Ghefquiere, 
P.  S.  Heylen,  M.  des  Roches,  and 
the  count  de  Fraula. — A  philofo- 
phical  work  has  appeared  which  is 
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the  fxrft  of  its  kind  in  the  Low- 
Countries.  It  relates  to  the  foffils 
of  thefe  countries,  and  efpecially 
of  the  places  round  the  city  of 
Bruflels.  This  performance,  which 
is  adorned  with  thirty-two  illumin¬ 
ated  plates,  is  the  refult  of  eigh¬ 
teen  years  labour.  The  author  is 
Monf.  Francois  Xavier  Bur  tin, 
member  of  feveral  academies,.— A 
treati le  has  been  publifhed  at  Bruf- 
fels,  44  Concerning  Morals,  Power, 
Courage,  and  Laws.,  confidered  as 
relative  to  the  Education  of  a 
Prince.”  The  writer,  who  is  M. 
Hilliard  d’Aubertail,  has  divided 
his  work  into  three  pan:,  the  firft 
of  which  relates  to  the  Method 
that  fhould'be  purfued  in  educating 
a  Prince,  and  the  fecond  and  third 
to  the  Moral  and  Political  Princi¬ 
ples  in  which  he  ought  to  be  in- 
ItruCted.  The  book,  if  not  of  the 
nr  oft  eminent  order,  is  replete  with 
folid  inft  ruCtion,  and  is  the  produce 
of  a  mind  endued  with  a  juft  tafte 
and  found  judgment.  This  trea- 
tife  has  been  publifhed  at  Paris  as 
well  as  at  Bruifels. 

In  Germany,  agreeably  to  the 
ftudies  and  purfuits  of  the  learned 
men  who  are  feated  in  the  different 
fovereignties  of  that  extenfive 
country,  the  greateft  number  of 
publications  will  be  found  to  relate 
to  critical  literature,  repealing  ei¬ 
ther  the  Oriental  languages,  or  the 
Greek  and  Roman  tongues.  Thefe, 
at  leaft,  being  for  the  moft  part 
written  in  Latin,  and  not  in  Ger¬ 
man,  more  eafily  p’  efent  themfelves 
to  our  notice.  Michaelis  continues 
to  apply  hlrnfelf  to  the  Eaftern 
learning  w  th  his  ufual  vigour  and 
diligence,  one  frefh  proof  of  which 
ariles  from  his  having  recently 
printed  a  Syriac  grammar  T  he 
fame  eminent  pro  effor  has -attempt¬ 
ed  to  fhew?  in  a  Differtation  lately 
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publifhed,  that  fomething  anfweiv 
ing  to  conductors,  on  the  temple 
of  Jerufalem,  is  the  reafon  why 
we  have  no  account  of  its  having 
ever  been  ftruck  by  lightning. 
We  apprehend  that  this  conjecture 
will  appear  to  moft  of  our  readers 
more  ingenious  and  fanciful  than 
folid.  In  another  Difiertation,  M. 
Michaelis  has  endeavoured  to  prove 
that  the  fire  which  ftruck  one  of 
the  Herods,  on  attempting  to  open . 
the  grave  of  David,  was  a  natural 
fire.  The  fame  gentleman  hath  en- 
tered,  like  wife,  into  fome  diicuf- 
fions  relative  to  the  fupernatural 
fire  which  is  laid  to  have  interrupt¬ 
ed  the  workmen  who  were  commif- 
fioned  by  the  emperor  Julian  to  re¬ 
build  the  city  of  Jerufalem.— For 
feveral  valuable  Difiertations,  on 
various  parts  of  Oriental  literature, 
the  public  is  indebted  to  profefibr 
Schnurrer  of  Tubingen.  The  fub- 
jeCts  of  them  are  the  Song  of  De¬ 
borah,  certain  Paflages  in  Job,  the 
Proverbs,  the  Pfalms  in  general, 
the  tenth  Pfalm  in  particular,  the 
Difficulty  of  determining  the  Ages 
of  the  Hebrew  Manufcripts  of  the 
Old  Teftament,  and  an  Enquiry 
whether  the  Arabic  Pentateuch,  in 
Walton's  Polyglot,  be  the  fame 
which  belonged  to  Saadias  the  Jew. 
The  qtieftion  is  determined  in  the 
affirmative.  —  A  Treatife  on  the 
Spirit  of  the  Hebrew  Poetry,  by 
Mr,  Herder,  is  reprefented  as  likely 
to  afford  much  pleafure  to  the  lo¬ 
vers  of  facred  learning.  Befides 
what  is  advanced  upon  the  Hebrew 
poetry  in  particular,  the  work  con¬ 
tains  a  large  ftock  of  curious  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  the  Hiftory,  the 
ecclefiaftical  and  civil  Conftitutions? 
and  the  Cuftoms  of  the  [ewifh  na¬ 
tion. — Dr.  Seiler  has  produced  a 
44  New  Tranflation  of  the  Prophe¬ 
cies  of  Ifaiah,  with  Notes.”  Perhaps 
he  has  been  ftim Mated  to  this  un- 
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dertaking  by  the  admirable  exam-  been  executed  by  Dr.  Seemiller* 
pie  of  our  own  Lowth.  Be  that  eccleliaitical  counfellor  to  the  elec- 
as  it  may,  he  has  made  a  laudable  tor  Palatine,  and  profeffor  of  divi- 
ufe  of  that  eminent  prelate’s  la-  nity  and  Oriental  languages  at  la¬ 
bours,  as  well  as  of  the  aids  afford-  goldftadt.  The  veneration,  in  which 
ed  by  other  modern  critics,  who  the  Vulgate  has  long  been  held  by 
have  thrown  mare  light  on  the  the  bigotted  votaries  of  the  church 
prophet  Ifaiah  than  the  volumin-  of  Rome  is  almoft  every  where  ob~ 
ous  commentaries  which  were  for-  liged  to  give  way  to  the  fpirit  of 


meriy  admired.-— 44  A  Greek.  Ver- 
fion  of  the  Proverbs,  Ecclefiaftes, 
the  Song  of  Solomon,  Ruth,  the 
Lamentations,  Daniel,  and  leledt 
Places  of  the  Pentateuch,”  from  a 
flngle  manufcript  preferred  in  the 
library  of  St.  Mark's  at  Venice, 
has  now  for  the  fir  ft  time  been  pub- 
lifhed,  and  illuftrated  with  Notes, 
by  M.  Villoifon..  The  zeal  of  this 
learned  gentleman  in  fearching  out 
ancient  manufcripts  is  very  ardent 
and  highly  commendable.  The 
verfion  now  printed  is  the  oldeft  of 
the  Greek  verfiorts,  of  which  we  have 
either  an  account  or  fragments. 
An  able  judge  has  pronounced,  that 
there  are  but  few  various  readings 
in  it  which  are  of  any  great  im¬ 
portance— Divines  of  every  reli¬ 
gious  perfualion  unite  in  promoting 
the  caufe  of  biblical  learning.  A 
Treadfe  on  the  Excellence  of  the 
Samaritan  Pentateuch,  in  illuftrat- 
jng  and  amending  the  MafToretic 
Text,  has  been  written  by  Father 
Alexius,  a  Carmelite  friar  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  univerlity  of  the  debtor 
Palatine,  and  the  book  is  faid  to 
have  performed  more  than  it  hath 
promifed.  The  General  Epilfle  of 
St.  James,  in  the  original  Greek, 
divided  after  a  new  method  into 
fedtions,  and  accompanied  with  a 
Latin  tranflation,  and  notes,  has 
appeared  from  the  hands  of  the 
Abbe  Carpzow,  who  formerly  pub- 
1  idled  St.  John  and  St.  Jude  in  the 
fame  manner.  A  work  of  a  fxmi- 
lar  nature,  with  regard  to  the  Epil- 
tles  of  St,  James  and  St.  Jude,  has 


the- times. — An  edition  of  the  New 
Teftament,  in  Greek  and  Latin, 
with  various  Ledtions,  critical  Ani- 
madverfions,  and  inedited  Scholia, 
has  been  carrying  on  for  fame  time, 
in  detached  parts,  by  Mr.  GroelKa* 
St.  Paul’s  Epiftles  to  the  Hebrews 
and  to  the  Coloffians,  were  pub- 
Hilled  m  1784.  The  defign  is  not 
yet  half  completed. — It  is  in  con¬ 
nexion  with  iacred  literature  that 
we  muff  not  omit  to  mention  an 
improved  edition  of  the  famous  Bo- 
chart’s  Hierozoicon,  by  M.  Scho- 
der.  This  impreffion  of  that  ex¬ 
cellent  work  is  enriched  by  the 
editor  with  the  difcoveri.es  of  mo¬ 
dern  naturaliffs  and  travellers,  and 
by  many  valuable  obfervations. 

With  regard  to  critical  learning 
as  it  refpeits  the  profane  writers  of 
antiquit)’,  various  works  have  ap¬ 
peared,  fome  only  of  which  it  will 
be  in  our  power  to  notice.,  M* 
Brunck,  from  wh<  m  a  Sophocles 
is  expedited,  has  publifhed  an  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Gnomic  Greek  poets* 
which  is  intended  to  be  more  accu¬ 
rate  and  elegant  than  any  that  has 
yet  been  given.  Accordingly,  the 
prefent  work  contains  every  thing 
that  is  in  the  fecond  part  ot  Win- 
terton’s  edition  of  the  Greek  poets* 
excepting  the  fuppofed  Fragments 
of  Orpheus.  Inilead  of  thefe,  M« 
Brunck  has  inferred  the  Hymn  of 
Cleanthes,  and  the  u  Days  and  La- 
bouts”  of  Heiiod.  The  Hymn  of 
Cleanthes  is  accompanied  with  the 
Italian  tranflation  of  it,  and  with 
that  which  was  made  in  French  by 

Bou- 
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Bouganvillier.  The  editor  has 
fpared  no  pains  to  render  the  pub¬ 
lication  as  complete  as  poilible  ; 
and  thole  who  are  acquainted  with 
his  character  cannot  be  infenfible 
how  equal  he  is  to  every  undertak¬ 
ing  of  this  kind,  it  wpuld  carry 
us  too  far  diltinbtly  to  charadlerife 
other  editions  of  ciafiic  authors 
which  have  appeared  in  Germany  $ 
and,  therefore,  we  muff  entreat 
cur  readers  to  be  fatisfied  with  a 
bare  enumeration  of  them.  The 
works  we  have  in  view  are  M.  Re- 
temeier’s  Zozimus  ;  Reilke’s  Li- 
hanius,  and  Chryfoftom  ;  Hen- 
finger’s  Cicero  de  Officiis ;  Schutz’s 
ZEfchylus  ;  Stroth’s  Livy,  and 
the  SeleH  Epiitles  of  Cicero ;  Erd- 
.man’s  Metamorphofes  of  Ovid  ; 
Wolf’s  Theogony  of  He  hod  ;  and 
Munter’s  Pliitus  of  Ariftophanes. — 
A  Differtation  on  the  Chorus  at  the 
Greek  tragedy,  which  has  appear¬ 
ed  at  Gottingen,  is  fpoken  of  as 
having  great  merit.  This,  how¬ 
ever,  is  a  fubjedt  concerning  which 
little  information  can  be  wanting 
in  our  own  country,  after  what 
has  been  written  upon  it  by  inch 
men  as  Weft,  Mafon,  Hurd,  Pot¬ 
ter,  and  Column, — ' The  inveftiga- 
tion  of  Coins  and  Medals  has  by 
no  means  been  negledted  by  the 
literati  of  Germany.  A  very  im¬ 
portant  work  of  this  kind  is  the 
fecond  part  of  Neumann’s  44  Po- 
pulorum  et  Regum  Numi  vete- 
res  inediti.”  M.  Neumann  has 
been  encouraged  by  imperial  pa¬ 
tronage  to  cultivate  this  rich  field 
of  fludy,  and  to  render  it  as  fub- 
fervienc  as  poilible  to  the  general 
•ient  of  literature.  How 
author  is  qualified  for  the 
undertaking  is  acknowledged  by 
all  who  are  competent  judges  on 
the  fubject.  M,  Raiche’s  44  Lexicon 
Univerfis  Rei  Nuniarite  Veterum, 
et.  pr^ecipue  Graecorum  et  Roma- 
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norum,”  with  Antiquarian,  Geo¬ 
graphical,  Chronological,  Hifto- 
rical,  arid  Critical  Observation^ 
belongs  to  the  year  1785. — A  pe¬ 
riodical  work,  entitled, :  44  A  Ma¬ 
gazine  of  Antiquities,”  containing 
Reprefentations  of  the  principal 
Gems,  Buffos,  Statues,  Groups, 
and  other  Monuments  that  relate 
to  the  Arts  and  Sciences,  is  carry¬ 
ing  on  by  M.  Prange.  The  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  has  hitherto  been  ex¬ 


ecuted  excites  approbation.-— Mar¬ 
tini’s  44  Antiquorum  Monumento- 
rum  Sylloge,”  is  a  publication  of 
much  erudition.  It  exhibits  ,  ac¬ 
counts  of  a  farcophagus  at  Agri- 
gentum,  reprefenting  tome  fcenes 
of  the  Hippolytus  of  Euripides  ; 
an  ancient  fun  dial,  according  to 
the  conil:  ruction  of  Berofus  ;  and  a 
coin  of  Patras,  with  the  name  of  a 
magiftrate  hitherto  unknown.— A 
learned,  but  fanciful  production 
has  been  prefented  to  the  Repub¬ 
lic  of  Letters,  by  M.-Vidtor  Albert 
Pleffing.  The  title  of  it  is  44  Ofi- 
ris  and  Socrates.”  With  regard  to 
Egypt,  the  author  affiduoully  la¬ 
bours  to  prove,  that  all  religions, 
and  even  all  philofophical  opinions, 


drew  their  origin  from  that  coun- 
try,  and  have  been  transmitted'  to 
our  times,  after  having  undergone, 
in  their  paffage,  various  modifica¬ 
tions.  As  to  Socrates,  he  aimed, 
according  to  M.  Pleffing,  at  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  a  momentous  revo¬ 
lution  both  in  the  religion  and  po¬ 
litics  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 
—  A  work  of  far  greater  importance 
and  merit  is  Meiner’s  44  Hiftoria 
Do£f rinse  de  vero  Deo,”  in  which 
tfte  opinions  of  the  ancient  philo- 
fophers  upon  the  fubjedt  are  ex¬ 
plored  with  uncommon  depth  of 
erudition.  This  work,  however, 
having  appeared  fome  time  ago,- 
Scarcely  comes  within  our  prefent 
plan,  A  more  recent  publication. 


FOREIGN  LITER  ATUR  E.~  [287  J 


by  the  fame  author,  is  a  Hiftory 
of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  and  Decline 
of  certain  Dodrines  among  the 
Greeks  and  Romans.  Of  this  hil- 
tory  it  is  faid,  that  it  is  a  mod  ex¬ 
cellent  piece  of  criticiim,  and  that 
it  will  he  ftudied  with  good  advan¬ 
tage-  by  all  thofe,  who  deiire  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  fountains  of 
the  ancient  philofophy.  The  nr  if 
volume  is  divided  into  three  books  ; 
on  the  State  and  Condition  of  the 
Greeks  in  the  oldeft  Times  ;  on 
the  Ionic  Philofophy  ;  and  on  the 
Pythagorean  Se61.  The  fecond  vo¬ 
lume  is  devoted  to  the  fophills,  So¬ 
crates  and  Plato. 

Under  the  head  of  Agronomy, 
M.  John  Elert  Bode  has  publifhed 
a  treatife  concerning  the  planet 
lately  difcovered  by  Mr.  Herfchel. 
This  treatife,  the  author  of  which 
is  ailronomer  to  the  Royal  Acade¬ 
my  of  Berlin,  contains  a  very  ac¬ 
curate  and  imerefting  account  ol 
Mr.  Herfchel  and  his  difcovery. 
It  is  the  fir  if  work  which  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  Germany  on  this  curious 
fubjedl,  With  regard  to  Natural 
Hiilory,  a  Defeription  has  been 
printed,  in  German,  of  the  Infedls 
comprehended  in  Schaffer  A  book, 
entituled,  “  leones  Infedtorum 
circa  Ratifbonam  Indig-enorum.” 
At  Tubingen  have  been  publifhed, 
^  Obfervations,  Effays,  and  Ex¬ 
periments,  on  the  no  oft  ceconomi- 
eal  Methods  of  preparing  Salt¬ 
petre,  with  the  Materials  that  are 
moif  common  in  every  Place.'3  A 
catalogue  is  prefixed  of  all  the 
writings  that  have  hitherto  been 
produced  on  the  fubjedf.  Such  a 
catalogue  cannot  fail  of  being  ufe- 
fill.  A  no  1  her  volume  of  the  “  New 
Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences  and  Belles  Lettres  of  Ber¬ 
lin,  ”  has  appeared  in  1  84.  The 
memoirs  relate  to  the  year  1782, 
and  include  the  Hiilory  of  the  Aca¬ 


demy  for  that  year.  Under  the' 
laft  article  are  comprifed  many  par-’ 
ticulars  refpedling  Natural  Hiilory, 
Meteorology,  and  Aftronomy,  re- 
fu  lting  from  a  correfpondence  be¬ 
tween  fome  members  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  and  feveral  learned  men* 

The  direct  Memoirs  relate  to  Ex¬ 
perimental  Philofophy,  Mathema¬ 
tics,  Speculative  Philofophy,  and 
Belles  Lettres.  Among  the  contri¬ 
butors,  M.  Achard  fullains  the 
moil  confide  ruble  part  with  regard 
to  the  number  of  his  communica¬ 
tions,  as  he  did  in  the  preceding 
volume. —We  refer  our  readers  to 
Dr.  Simmons’s  excellent  Medical 
journal,  for  an  enumeration  of  fuck 
books  as  have  been  printed  in  Ger¬ 
many  concerning  Medicine,  Ana¬ 
tomy,  Surgery,,  and  other  matters, 
of  a  phyfical  nature. 

Diredling  our  attention,  therefore*, 
to  different  objecls,  and  efpecially  to 
hiftorical  writing,  we  may  obferve 
that  one  or  two  publications,  under 
the  head  of  Ecclefiaftical  Hiilory, 
are  peculiarly  deferving*  of  notice. 

The  Adta  Hiilorico-Ecclefiaftica. 
noilri  Temporis,”  confiil  chiefly  of 
authentic  pieces  in  German,  and 
exhibit  fome  curious  information.  * 
concerning  the  clerical  tranfaClions 
of  the  times.  It  is  obfervable,  that 
the  briefs  of  the  arghbifhop  ofSaltz- 
burs'  and  Piftoria  recommend  role- 
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ration  and  iimplicity  of  worftfip. 
Another  production  is  of  .(fill  greater 
importance  :  It  is  the  u  Hiilory  of 
the  Origin,  Variations,  and  Efla- 
blifhment  of  the  Proteflant  Doc¬ 
trine,  from  the  Beginning  of  the 
Reformation  to  the  Introduction  of 
the  Concord  Formulas A’  The  fir  ft 
volume  came  out  in  1781,  the  fe¬ 
cond  is  now  publifhed,  and  the 
third  is  foon  expected,  i  he  author 
is  profeffor  Planke,  of  Stutgard, 
and  this  work  has  raifed  his  repu¬ 
tation,  to  that  of  the  bell  hiftorians 
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of*  his  country,  and  perhaps  of 
Europe.  Competent  judges  have 
pronounced,  that  it  is  long  lince 
they  have  read  a  hi  (lory  written 
with  fo  much  tafte,  and  with  fuch 
philofophical  acumen.  Under  the 
prefent  head  may  be  mentioned  the 
44  Memoirs,  relative  to  the  Hiltory 
of  the  French  Refugees  in  the  domi¬ 
nions  of  the  King  o i  Fruffia.”  This 
is  the  fecond  volume  of  a  publica¬ 
tion  which  contains  a  mod  affeXing 
hiftory  of  the  cruel  perfecutions  of 
the  protedants  in  France.  Rooks 
of  this  kind,  by  expofing  the  horrid 
fpirit  of  bigotry  and  intolerance, 
are  of  eminent  fervice  to  mankind. 
—We  ihould  have  mentioned  before 
StrothL  uFEgyptiaca,,5or  Commen¬ 
taries  and  Fragments  relative  to  the 
affairs  of  Egypt  ;  being  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  what  is  to  be  met  with  in 
ancient  authors  concerning  that 
country.— “Another  hiftoncal  col¬ 
lection  which  has  appeared  in  Ger¬ 
many  concerns  the  trail  factions  of 
the  Guelphs.  It  confifts  of  feven- 
teen  tracts,  of  which  M.  Gerard 
is  the  editor.  The  work  is  recom¬ 
mended  by  two  good  prints  of  the 
emperor  Frederick  the  Firtt  and 
his  two  foils,  the  emperor  Henry 
the  Fird,  and  Duke  Frederick. — The 
celebrated  Puffendorf  left  behind 
him  a  manufcript,  in  three  books, 
containing  a  narrative  of  the  tranf- 
aXions  of  Frederick  the  Third, 
EleXor  of  Brandenburg,  during  the 
years  1688,  1C89,  anc*  W90.  This 
is  now  publiihed  by  Count  Hertf- 
berg,  one  of  the  King  of  Prudia’s 
Madders  at  Berlin.  Though  what¬ 
ever  comes  from  fuch  a  man,  on 
fuch  a  fubjeX,  mud  be  valuable, 
the  work  is  not  equal  to  PuffendorPs 
former  hiitoric  1  writings.  The 
mod  remarkable  things  in  it  are 
thofe  that  relate  to  the  impreffion 
which  the  Revolution  in  England 


made  abroad,  and  to  the  fleps  that 
were  taken  to  create  a  ninth  EleXor, 
With  regard  to  Biography,  Bu- 
rigni’s  Life  of  Erafmus,  which  fome 
perfons  edeem  to  be  preferable  to 
Jortin’s,  has  been  tranflated  into 
German*  with  various  critical  Re¬ 
marks,  Annotations,  and  an  Ap¬ 
pendix,  by  Henry  Henke,  profel- 
for  of  divinity  at  Helmdadt.  This 
tranflation  is  a  great  improvement 
of  the  original*  The  additions 
comprehend  a  more  complete  hid 
tory  of  Erafmus’s  connexions  with 
Faber,  Hutton,  and  other  eminent 
writers  of  his  time,  than  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  given.  The  Appendix 
contains  a  critical  examination  of 
his  feveral  works,  and  particularly 
of  his  labours  on  the  New  Tefta- 
ment.  Another  publication  which 
cads  farther  light  011  the  character 
of  this  illudrious  man,  is  entitled* 

44  Index  et  Argumentum  Epidola- 
rum  ad  D»  Eraifrium  Roterdamum. 
Autographarum,  quae  una  cinn 
nonnullis  aliis  ex  ejufdem  Biblio¬ 
theca  Autographis  adfervantur  Lip- 
fise  in  Bibliotheca  D.  Jo.  Fred. 
Burcheri.”  Ail  the  original  papers, 
of  which  this  is  a  catalogue,  were 
obtained  by  the  editor  from  a  mu¬ 
nificent  donor  in  London.  The 
letters,  which  extend  from  1320  to 
1536,  belong  to  that  period  where¬ 
in  the  fame  of  Erafmus  was  at  its 
highed  pitch  ;  and  they  are  the 
more  intereding,  as  didant  intelli¬ 
gence  was  then  only  conveyed  by  e- 
pidolary  correfpondence.- — A  work, 
containing  the  Lives  of  famous 
Miaficians  now  living,  or  who  lived 
in  the  laft  half  century,  is  now¬ 
carrying  on  by  M.  Hiller,  d  he 
fird  part  of  it,  in  German,  appeared 
in  1784. — The  Life  of  Reitke, 
written  by  himfelf,  is  a  curious 
piece  of  Biographical  information. 
The  manner" in  which  this  learned 
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fnan  relates  his  fludies,  labours, 
journeys,  difappointments,  fuccel- 
fes,  and  little  adventures,  and  the 
accounts  he  gives  of  the  characters 
of  other  perfons,  are  often  enter¬ 
taining,  and  fometimes  mftruCtive. 
The  correfpondenee  interiperied 
through  the  work  is  an  addition  to 
the  literary  hiftory  of  the  time.— 
An  mtereiting  book  of  Travels  has 
been  publiflied  in  the  German  lan¬ 
guage,  The  title  of  it  is,  44  Letters 
from  a  Frenchman  travelling  over 
Germany  to  his  brother  at  aris.” 
This,  however,  is  only  a  cover  to 
conceal  the  real  author,  and  to 
enable  him  to  deliver  his  remarks 
with  the  greater  freedom.  He  is 
underftood  to  be  a  native  of  Ger¬ 
many  ;  and  it  may  truly  be  afterted 
oi  his  Letters  that  they  are  lively 
and  fenftble,  and  that  they  (hew 
the  writer  to  be  a  man  of  clofe  ob- 
fervation,  and  of  a  liberal  mind.— 
Profeffor  Meiners,  whofe  erudition 
we  have  already  had  occafion  to 
celebrate,  has  appeared  in  another 
form  of  compofition.  Two  volumes 
have  been  publiflied  by  him  of 
44  Letters  concerning  Switzerland  ; 55 
and  it  is  with  no  fmail  advantage 
that  he  fuftains  the  character  of  a 
traveller.  Among  other  intereft- 
ing  matter  with  which  the  book 
abounds,  we  have  a  very  full  and 
fair  reprefentation  of  the  learned 
men-.of  Zurich,  and  particularly  of 
Lavater.;.,-  the..- completed  account 
of  the-  government  of  Berne  that  is 
any  where  extant ;  a  good  deferip- 
tion  of  Latifanne  ;  feme  feniible 
and  animated  reflections  on  the  de¬ 
cay  of  piety  in  Geneva  ;  feveral 
juft  -remarks  on  the  Genevan  cha¬ 
racter  in  general ;  and  a  fplendid 
difptay  of  what  the  world  owes  to 
the  genius  and  labour  of  the  au¬ 
thor’s  countrymen  the  Germans.™ 
Of  the  few  remaining  publications 
belonging  to  Germany,  which  have 
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come  to  our  knowledge,  we  fliall  re- 
cite  only  the  titles.  Thefe  are  M. 
Piefling’s  44  Attempt  to  demon  ft  fate 
the  neceilitv  of  Evil  and  Pain  in  the 
ftate  of  Beings  endowed  with  Sen- 
Ability  and  Realon;”  Retemeier’s 
44  Conl'peCtus  juris  Romani  ;  ” 
Hertzberg’s  44  Difcourfe  concent- 
ing  the  heft  Form  of  Govern¬ 
ment  Schubart’s  wrork  concern¬ 
ing  Agriculture  and  Finance  ;  and 
Hey  ire’s  44  Opufcula  Academica.” 

Switzerland  presents  to  us  at 
Mathematical  work,  in  M.  John 
Trem! -ley’s  44  Eflay  on  Spherical 
Trigonometry.”  In  this  work  the 
whole  doCtrine  of  Spherics  is  de¬ 
duced  from  two  Ample  propoAtioiis, 
contained  in  La  Caille  and  de  La 
Lande,  M.  Trembley,  after  hav¬ 
ing  gone  over  all  the  properties 
of  fpherical  triangles,  applies  them, 
at  large  to  the  illuftration  of  aftrono- 
my.  Indeed,  it  is  faid  that  the’ whole 
fcience  of  aftronomy  may  be  deduced 
from  the  author’s  formulas, — The 
firft  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of 
the  Society  of  PhyAcal  Sciences  at 
LauAinne  was  publiflied  at  that 
place  in  17S4,  but  no  account  of 
it  has  yet  come  to  our  knowledge. 
An  hiftorical  production  has  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  pen  of  M.  Leonard 
Meifter,  profeffor  at  Zurich ,  It 
contains  the  principal  feenes  of 
Swifs  Hiftory,  ranged  in  chronou 
logical  order.  The  work  is  faid  to 
be  Written  with  judgment  and  tafte, 
and  to  unite  entertainment  with 
inftrudion. 

The  Rev,  M.  J  Sennebier,  li¬ 
brarian  to  the  Republic  of  Geneva, 
has  obliged  the  world  with  a  Trea- 
tife  entitled, 4<  Analytical  Enquiries 
into  the  Nature  of  Inflammable 
Air.”  This  gentleman  is  riling  to 
a  diftinguilbed  rank  among  the  at¬ 
tentive  cultivators  of  experimental 
philofophy*  In  the  prefect  per- 
T  formance 

> 


forman.ce  many  new  experiments 
are  recked,  which  dil'play  the  au¬ 
thor’s  fagacity  and  diligence.  As 
feme  of  the  refuits  militate  with 
the  conclufions  of  very  able  phi¬ 
losophers,  we  fhall  not  prefume  to 
determine  concerning  them,  but 
fhall  refer  the  decilion  of  the  points 
in  queflion  to  the  Prieftleys,  the 
Cavendifhes,  and  the  Kirwans  of 
the  age. 

With  regard  to  Italy,  not  many 
productions  of  1784,  in  Biblical 
and  Critical  Learning,  have  come 
to  our  knowledge.  The  chief  is 
the  fir  ft  volume  of  Roffi’s  Collec¬ 
tion  of  the  Manulcripts  of  the  Old. 
Te  {lament.  His  plan  is  only  to 
©ive  the  .moil  important  various 
readings,  which  he  collects  not 
f*  m  manuicripts  alone,  but  like- 
wiie  from  the  older  commentators. 
The  author^  labour  in  this  under¬ 
taking  mutt -be  very  great.  He  has 
had  the  ufe  of  twelve  hundred  and 
feventy-five  editions  and  manu¬ 
lcripts;  A  thoufand  and  twenty* 
feven  of  thefe  are  manulcripts^ 
four  hundred  and  ieveiity-mine  of 
which  are  his  own.  M.  Roffi  has 
for  the  moil  part  examined  only  the 
palTages  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Ken- 
nicott  as  remarkable.  In  iome 
cafes,  -however,  he  has,  been  able 
to  improve  upon  Kennicott.  It  is 
hoped  that.  M.  Roffi  will  be  pro¬ 
perly  encouraged  to  purfue  a  defign 
of  fuch  confequence.— -  In  the  works 
of  Matter,  lately  publilhed  in  eleven 
volumes,  oclavo,  many  , things  oc¬ 
cur,  which  relate  to  {Biblical  and 
Critical  Literature.  The  firft  vo¬ 
lume  contains  three  diflertations, 
One  on  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  poe¬ 
try,  another  on  the  authors  of  the 
Pfalms,  and  the  third  on  the  Drama- 
tico-lyrical  poetry  of  the  Pfalms. 
The  fecond  volumeopens with  anew 
Hebrew  Calendar,,  difpofed  accord¬ 


ing  to  the  ecclefiaftical  year,  and 
beginning  with  the  month  Nifan. 
Among  a  variety  of  objects,  the 
rnuftc  of  the  Hebrews  is  parti¬ 
cularly  confidered.  The  Pfalms, 
tranfLted  in  various  forms  of  Ita¬ 
lian  verfe,  take  up  four  volumes. 
Though  not  deftitute  of  faults, 
Mattei  is  reprefented  as  equal  to 
Buchanan  or  Johnfton.  The  re¬ 
maining  volumes  are  partly  Poeti¬ 
cal,  partly  Critical,  and  partly 
Mifcellaneous.— — With  refpedt  to 
religious  controverfy,  a  work  has 
appeared,  which,  as  coming  from 
Italy,  may  be  confidered  as  very 
extraordinary.  It  is  entitled  uTh# 
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Pope  ;  or  Relearchcs  concerning 
the  Supremacy  of  the  Roman  Pon¬ 
tiff.”  The  defign  of  it  is  to  fhew 
that  Peter  had  no  authority  and 
privileges  beyond  the  reft  of  the 
apoftles  and  difciples  of  Chrift* 
What  is  more  furp riling  dill,  the 
author  is  underftood  to  be  a  Franeii- 
can  Friar. — A  Fa£t  of  the  ancient 
Roman  Hi  dory  is  difeuifed  in  a 
44  Letter  concerning  the  Defeat  and 
Carnage  of  the  three  hundred  and 
fix  FalU.”  The  aim  of  the  writer 
is  to  prove,  that  thefe  heroic  vic¬ 
tims  were  not  all  of  the  Fabian 
family,  but  that  fome  of  them  were 
Roman  volunteers,  who,  fighting 
under  the  banner  of  that  family, 
or  being  otherwiie  connected  with 
it,  obtained  the  denomination  of 
Falil.  We  recoiled  nothing  in 
Livy  that  favours  this  fuppofition. 
If,  however,  the  author  be  well 
founded  in  his  conje&ure,  it  is  not 
a  point  of  confequejice  enough  to 
deferve  an  elaborate  difeuffion.— A 
fecond  edition  has  appeared  of  <4  A 
new  Coliedion  of  the  Ancient  In* 
feriptiona  in  Sicily  and  the  adjacent 
Jflands,  i  Hull  rated  with  Notes  amd 
Prefaces,”  We  mention  this  edi¬ 
tion,  hecaufe  the  improvement  the 
work  has  now  received  is  tery 
8  0 
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^confide rabie,  with  refpeCt  to  the 
corrections  and  augmentations  with 
which  it  is  enriched.  The  Prole¬ 
gomena.  which  contain  a  treafure 
of  erudition,  are  more  Specially 
enlarged  and  amended.  Another 
work,  relative  to  Antiquities, 
calls  for  our  attention.  We  mean 
The  Ruins  of  Poeftum,  alfo  called 
Poilidonia,  in  Latin  and  Italian  ; 
Illuftrated  by  fix  Diflert&tions.” 
The  fubjeCts  of  thefe  differtations 
are  the  origin,  progrefs,  and  def- 
truCtion  of  the  city  of  Poeftum, 
and  the  admirable  architecture  of 
its  buildings.  The  author,  who 
is  Father  Paul  Anthony  Paoli,  is 
of  opinion  that  the  City  was  of 
Tufcan  origin,  and  he  proves  its 
great  antiquity  from  the  fimplicity 
of  its  amphitheatre.  But  thegrandeft 
production  ot  the  kind  we  are  fpeak- 
ingof,  is  the  fourth  volume  or  uThe 
Mufasum  of  the  Capitol.  ”  This  is  one 
of  the  mold  magnificent  works  that 
has  appeared  in  any  age,  confidered 
as  a  collection  of  the  precious  re¬ 
mains  of  ancient  art.  The  prefent  vo¬ 
lume  hath  been  expeCted  with  im¬ 
patience,  by  antiquaries,  artifts, 
and  connoifleurs,  for  nearly  thirty 
years  paft.  The  editor  of  the 
three  preceding  ones  was  the 
learned  prelate  J.  Bottari.  The 
firft  came  out  in  77 47,  and  con¬ 
tained  the  engravings  of  ninety 
lftatues  with  their  defcriptions.  In 
1750  the  fecond  volume,  with 
eighty-nine  ftatues,  was  given  to 
the  public.  The  third  made  its 
appearance  in  1755,  adding  ninety- 
one  more,  with  a  hundred  and 
ninety-fix  pages  of  explications. 
In  the  fourth  volume  are  compre¬ 
hended  the  bafto-  relievos,  with  ele¬ 
gant  and  learned  defcriptions  in 
Italian  and  Latin,  to  render  them 
•more  generally  vdeful.  The  an¬ 
cient  remains  here  exhibited  Occupy 
fixty-jime  plates,  delineated  and 
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engraved  by  Ddminico  Campiglia. 

Ill  the  different  branches  of  Na« 
tttMl  Philofophy,  Italy  has  given, 
birth,  in  1784,  to  fome  important 
publications.  Among  thefe  the  firft 
place  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
works  of  Bofcovich,  relative  to 
Optics  and  Afironomy,  hitherto  un- 
publiflied,  and  which  are  now  given 
to  the  world  in  five  large  quarto 
volumes.  The  name  of  this  cele¬ 
brated  writer  is  fufficient  to  indicate 
the  merit  of  the  collection,  which 
confifts  of  thirty-one  opufcula,  or 
differtations.  It  will  not  be  doubted 
whether  they  will  greatly  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  advancement  of  the 
Iciences  to  which  they  relate.  The 
edition,  which  is  accurate  and  ele¬ 
gant,  is  enriched  with  copper¬ 
plates,  and  has  been  conducted- 
under  the  author’s  immediate  in* 
fpeCtion. — Jt  is  not  to  M.  Bofcovich 
only  that  what  has  been  printed  in 
Italy  with  regard  to  Aftronomy 
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has  been  confined.  “  An  Agro¬ 
nomical  Ephemeris  for  the  Biffextile 
Year  5784’’  has  appeared,  calcu¬ 
lated  for  the  meridian  of  -  Milan. 
To  this  a  fupplement  is  added, 
containing,  feveral  obfervations  and 
memoirs  relative  to  the  fcience  of 
Aftronomy.  The  authors  are  Mef* 
fieurs  Angelo  de  Cefaris,  Reggio, 
Oriani,  and  Allodio.  The  volume 
for  1785  has  alfo  been  publifhed, 
which  comprehends,  among  other 
things,  a  memoir  of  M.  Reggio’s 
concerning  the  Obliquity  of  the 
Ecliptic  ;  u  Remarks  on  the  mean 
Height  of  the  Barometer  at  the 
Obfervatory  at  Milan,  and  above 
the  Level  of  the  Adriatic  Sea;” 
and  M.  Oriani’s  u  Account  of  his 
Obfervations  on  Herfchel’s  Pla¬ 
net,  with  a  new  Determination  of 
its  Orbit.”  —  An  u  Aftro-Meteorolo* 
gical  Journal  for  the  Year  I784,” 
is  the  production  of  the  Abbe 
I'utMpc  Tki$  a  periodical  work, 
T  2  whkh 
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which  has  been  carried  on  ever 
fince  the  year  1773.  The  excel¬ 
lence  of  it  is  reprefented  to  be 
fuch  as  to  deferve  being-  translated 
into  all  languages,  as  a  pocket 
companion  for  the  clergyman,  the 
artift,  the  hufbandman,  the  phy fi- 
cian,  the  mariner,  the  traveller, 
and  even  the  huntfman.-— The  Ita¬ 
lian  lbciety  was  mentioned  by  us, 
with  becoming  refpeCt,  in  our  laft 
Annual  Regiffer.  The  members  of 
it  proiecute  their  enquiries  with 
vigour,  and  have  already  produced 
another  volume,  being  the  fecond 
of  the  undertaking.  Such  ardour 
might,  indeed,  be  expected  from 
the  reipeCtable  names  of  which  the 
fociety  conflfts.  The  memoirs  of 
this  volume  are  nineteen  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  the  communicators  are, 
Father  Charles  Barletti,  Father 
Gregory  Fontana,  the  Chevalier  de 
Lorgna,  M.  Malacarne,  M.Xime- 
nes,  M.  de  Ce laris,  the  Abbe 
Spallanzani,  M..  Volta,  M.  Bonati, 
M.  Girardi,  M.  MaUatti,  Count 
Fragnani,  M.  Paoli,  M.  Scarpa, 
and  M.  Slop.. — It  is  well  kuo<vn 
that  Dr.  Crawford’s  “  Theory, ” 
relating  to  animal  heat  and;  com-* 
buftion,  has  excited  much  attention 
at  home,  and  perhaps  {fill  more 
abroad.  A  difTertation  concerning 
it  has  been  publifhed  by  Dr.  Car- 
radon,  a  phyffeian  at  Florence.  In 
this  differtation  the  theory  in  quef- 
tion  is  .  confirmed  by  new  experi¬ 
ments,  and  applied  to  feveral 
•  medical  cafes, — A  curious  Prize- 
differtation,”  which  was  crowned 
by  the*  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
Belles  Lettres  at  Mantua,  has  been 
written  by  Count  Auguftine.  Litta. 
'1  be  queliionpropofed  was,  “  How 
mu  ft  a  Machine  be  conilruded  in 
order  to  raife,  by  the  ACtion  of  one 
Horfe,  Water  to  a  fuperior  Height, 
and  in  greater  Quantity,  than  has 
hitherto  been  accomplifhed  by  Ma~ 
*  '  1 


chines  ?”  A  model  of  the  machine* 
and  alfo  the  machine  itfelf,  may 
be  obtained,  by  writing  to  the  Abbe 
Caftells,  the  editor  of  the  prefent 
trad,  and  a  friend  of  the  late  au¬ 
thor.— Another  publication  which 
was  the  refult  of  a  premium,  is 
Dr.  Gafdini’s  “  DifTertation  con¬ 
cerning  the  Influence  of  Atmol- 
pherical  Electricity  on  Veget¬ 
ables.’*  The  queition  was  propofed 
by  the  Academy  of  Lyons,  and  the 
prize  was  adjudged  to  Dr.  Gardi- 
ni’s  performance,  which  is  e.fteemed 
to  be  an  inftr active  and  mafterly 
difcuflio.n  of  the  fuhjeCt.— -Repre- 
fentations  equally  favourable  are 
given  of  M.  Landriani  s  “  Differ- 
tation  on  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Con¬ 
ductors,”  and  of  Dr.  LupierPs 
“Treadle  on  the  MifcrofcopeP’-— 
The  late  dreadful  earthquakes  in 
Calabria  and  Sicily  naturally  con¬ 
tinue  to  excite  the  {peculations  of 
philosophical  men.  To  the  works 
mentioned  lafi  year  may  now  b& 
added,  “  The  Hiftoricai  Account 
of  thefe  Earthquakes,”  published 
by  the  Royal,  Academy  of  Sciences 
and  Belles  Lettres  at  Naples  ;  the. 
Chevalier  Deodati  Dolomieu’s 
“  Memoir”  on  the  fame  fubjeCt ;  and 
Dr.  Mignani’s  “  Enquiry  concern¬ 
ing  the.  Effects  of  Earthquakes  on 
the  human  Body,” — Balloons  and 
the  manner  of  conducting-  them 
have,  been  much  attended  to  in 
Italy,  as  well  as  in  other  countries* 
M.  Stephen  Calvi  hath  written  a 
trad-,  in  which  he  propofes  a  method 
of  regulating  the  alcent  and  def- 
cent  of  the  aeroftatical  carriages, 
only  by  augmentmgor  diminifhing 
the  volume  of  the  balloon,  with¬ 
out  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  emiffion  or  intromiiffon  of 
inflammable  air.  We  need  not  in¬ 
form  our  readers  that  no  mode  of 
directing  Balloons  in  oppoiition  to 
the  current  of  the  wind  has  yet 

been 
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Seen  invented  ;  and  perhaps  we 
might  add,  that  no  effectual  means 
of  accomp hilling  this  end  are  ever 
like!  yto  take  place. --For  the  medical 
and  anatomical  works  publilhed  in 
Italy  we  mint  again  refer  to  Dr. 
Simmons’s  Journal,  We  fliall, 
however,  juft  mention  hi.  Burn’s 
46  Hi  k>rico- Anatomical  Difcoufe  on 
a  particular  Variety  in  the  White 
Fieri,  called  Hel  ovboh as  con¬ 
taining  iome  curious  Fadts. 

With  regard  to  iiftorieal  pub¬ 
lications,  only  two  books  have  come 
to  our  knowledge  that  feem  to  re¬ 
quire  a  di  inct  fpecmcation.  The 
fir  ft  volume  of  a  Hiftory  of  Milan 
has  been  given  by  Count  Pietro 
Yerri,  a  man  of  great  literary  re¬ 
putation,  and  who  pofieffes  a  high 
Ration  in  the  government  of  the 

\  ~y 

country.  It  contains,  be ‘ides  the 
common  fadts,  good  accounts  of 
the  emperors,  feveral  of  whole 
characters,  and  efpecially  that 
of  Frederick  the  Firft,  are  placed 
in  a  new  light.  The  manners  are 
particularly  attended  to  in  the 
p  re  lent  performance.  The  volume 
concludes  with  a  reprelentation  of 
the  fiour idling  condition  of  Milan 
in  the  fifteenth  century. —A  large 
collection  of  Hiftorical  Papers,  in 
eighteen  volumes,  odtavo,  has  made 
its  appearance  at  Florence.  It 
confifts  of  Chronicles,  Records, 
Letters,  and  Diplomas.  '1  hele 
are  not  confined  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  Hiftory  of  Florence,  but 
comprehend  the  Hiftory  of  Italy 
in  general.  The:  colledtion  is  one 
of  the  moft  elaborate  and  valuable 
works  of  the  kind  that  hath  ever 
been  feen  in  that  country.  The 
title  of  it  is  fdmewhat  whimfical, 
it  being  called  44  The  Pleafures  of 
the  learned  Tufcans.”- — In  Biogra- 
,  phy  there  have  been  various  pub¬ 
lications.  44  1  he  Life  of  Charles 
Count  Firmian”  has  been  written 


by  Profelfor  Aug.  Theodore  Villa. 
It  was  a  diftindtion  to  which  this 
eminent  nobleman  was  entitled  on 
account  of  his  amiable  character, 
which  rendered  him  one  of  the  belt 
models  that  can  be  held  out  for 
the  imitation  of  men  in  high  rank 
and  power.— The  Eulogies  of 
fome  eminent  Italians  have  been 
given  by  the  prelate  Angelo 
Fabroni.  They  are  laid  to  be 
written  by  a  mafterly  pen  ;  and  the 
remarkable  perfons  to  whofe  ge¬ 
nius,  talents,  and  characters  juliice 
is  endeavoured  to  be  rendered,  are 
Galilei,  Giacomelli,  Perelli,  the 
Cardinal  Leopold  de  Medicis,  Fru- 

gani,  and  Metaftafio. - A 

Biographical  Work  is  carrying  on 
in  numbers,  with  regard  to  the 
literary  and  fcientific  men  which 
Tufcany  has  produced.  It  is  ex¬ 
ecuted  by  gentlemen  of  charadter, 
each  of  whom  affixes  Kis  name 
to  the  life  which  he  writes.  Prints 
are  given  of  the  lp pral  authors 
defenbed,  moft  of  which  are  taken 
from  pidlures  in  the  gallery  of  the 

Grand  duke.- - - — An  Eulogy  on 

Maria  Therefia,  the  late  PImprefs 
of  Germany  has  been  publilhed  by 
the  Abbe  Frill.  From  this  gentle¬ 
man’s  charadter,  as  a  profound 
aftronomer,  and  eminent  mathema¬ 
tician,  it  was  fcarcely  to  be  ex¬ 
pedited  that  he  would  condefcend 
to  become  a  com'pofer  of  panegy¬ 
rics.  It  is  faid,  however,  that 
he  hath  acquitted  himfelf  well 
in  this  capacity,  being  ingenious, 
eloquent,  and  even  philofophical. — 
Literary  Hillory  has  not  been  neg- 
ledted  in  Italy.  Indeed/' a  very 
important  work  of  this  kind  has 
appeared  from  the  pen  of  M. 
Signorelli.  It  is  entitled,  44  Con¬ 
cerning  the  Revolutions  in  the 
Sciences  in  the  Two  Sicilies,  or  2 
Philofophical  and  Critical  Hiftory 
of  their  Legiilation,  Politics,  Li- 
T  3  tera- 
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terature,  Commerce*  Arts,  and 
Theatrical  Exhibitions,  from  the 
Arrival  of  foreign  Colonies  in  that 
Country  to  the  prelent  Times ;  in 
four  Parts.”  The  firft  part,  which 
takes  up  the  firft  volume,  is  divided 
into  twelve  chapters.  The  fubj efts 
of  thefe  chapters  are,  the  original 
peopling  of  the  two  Sicilies,  and 
the  degree  of  civilization  that 
took  place  at  this  early  period ; 
the  civilization  of  the  I*ralico-Gre- 
cian  provinces  by  the  colonies  from 
Greece;  the  progrels  of  philofo- 
phy,  mathematics,  medicine,  and 
other  fciences  ;  the  Sicilian  ora¬ 
tors,  Grecians,  and  poets  ;  the 
different  eftabliftiments  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  the  objeCts  and  caufes  of 
luxury  ;  the  origin  of  Naples,  and 
the  public  games  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  the  Greek  dramatic  writers 
of  Sicily  ;  the  Greek  dramatic  wri¬ 
ters  on  the  continent  or  the  fouth  of 
Iraly  ;  the  Attelana ,  or  Mimic 
Pieces  of  the  Ofci ;  the  ftate  of 
Latin  literature  in  the  time  of 
the  Roman  republic  ;  and  the 
writers  who,  under  the  firft 
emperors,  carried  learning  to  per¬ 
fection.  In  the  fecond  volume  of 
the  work,  which  aifo  appeared  in 
2784,  the  ingenious  author  pur¬ 
sues  his  fubj e 61,  from  the  Auguftan 
age  to  the  end  of  the  period  in 
Which  the  Two  Sicilies  were  go¬ 
verned  by  the  houfe  of  Suabia. 
Two  paits  of  the  defign  remain 
yet  to  be  confide  red. — The  fourth 
volinim  of  “  Literary  Anecdotes 
taken  from  Manuscripts”  concludes 
2.  curious  and  learned  undertaking, 
which  has  been  well  received  in 

Italy.  - - An  agreeable  work  of 

Travels  has  for  fome  years  been 
carrying  on,  under  the  title  of 
*4  Letters  written  from  Sicily  and 
Turkey  to  feveral  of  his  Friends 
in  Tufcanv,  by  the  Abbe  Dom. 
jSeftini.”  Jt  is  the  fixth  yolump 
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that  is  now  publiftied,  in  which 
we  have  a  view  of  the  characters* 
amu  foments,  manners,  festivals, 
commerce,  arts,  legillation,  and 
political  ceconomy  of  the  Turks, 
Greeks,  and  Armenians,  together 
with  the  geography  and  antique 
ties  of  their  refpective  countries.— 
The  great  aftronomer  and  mathe* 
matician,  the  Abbe  Bofcovich,  has 
condefcended  to  appear  before  the 
world  as  a  traveller,  in  a  44  Journal 
of  a  Voyage  from  Conftantinople 
into  Poland,  accompanied  with  an 
Account  of  the  Ruins  of  Troy.”— 
The  poetry  of  the  year  is  the  laft 
circum (lance  to  which  we  fhall  ad* 
vert,  in  our  furvey  of  Italian  Li~ 
terature.  More  of  it,  however, 
has  without  doubt  been  publiftied 
than  what  has  fallen  within  the 
compafs  of  our  information.  The 
44  Poetical  Sports  of  Labindo”  are 
the  production  of  Count  Fantoni 
de  Fevizziano.  Some  of  the  Odes 
preferve  much  of  the  eafe  and  ele* 
gance  of  Sappho  and  Anacreon.— 
44  The  Italian  Parnaftus”  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  a,  collection  of  the  be  ft 
Italian  clalfic  poets  of  every  kind, 
and  of  every  age,  carefully  revifed 
after  the  moil  efteemed  originals, 
and  adorned  with  engravings.  In 
the  iirft  volume,  which  appeared  in 
1784,  are  contained  the  Lyric 
Poems  of  Petrarch.  The  plan  has 
been  formed  by  Antonio  Zatta,  a 
Venetian  bookfeller,  who  deligns 
to  publifti  the  works  of  the  moft 
celebrated  poets  that  flourifhed  in 
Italy,  from  the  year  1 300  to  the 
prefent  time?  in  five  dalles.  Seve¬ 
ral  bards,  whofe  productions  have 
yet  been  preferved  only  in  manu- 
feript,  will  find  a  place  in  this  col¬ 
lection,  which,  in  every  point  of 
accuracy,  beauty,  and  perfection, 
propoies  to  excel  all  that  has  yet 
been  l'een  in  that  country.  It  is 
hoped  that  fo  noble  an  undertaking 
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will  not  fail  fcr  want  of  encourage¬ 
ment, - The  lovers  of  Metaftalio 

will  rejoice  in  a  juft  and  merited 
tribute  of  refpeCt  that  has  lately 
been  paid  to  his  genius  and  charac- 
ture.  This  has  been  done  in  an 
elegant  collection  of  pieces,  in 
prole  as  well  as  verfe,  the  title  of 
which  is  44  The  Olympic  Games, 
celebrated  by  the  Arcadians  in  the 
Parralian  Grove,  in  honour  ol  the 
Memory  of  the  Abbe  MetaftafiOt” 

France,  for  the  year  1784, 
fcarcely  prefents  any  thing  of  con- 
fequence  in  Biblical  and  Critical 
learning,  M.  Villoiion’s  edition 
of  a  new  Greek  tranllatioii  of  le¬ 
vy  ml  parts  of  the  Old  Teftament, 
is  indeed  the  production  of  a  French 
critic,  and  lb  far  does  honour  to 
that  country  ,*  but,  as  it  was  pub- 
Hilled  in  Germany,  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  it  in  what  was  confidered  by 
ns  as  its  proper  place.  — — T he  next 
work  that  calls  for  our  attention  is 
the.  Abbe  Para’s  44  Hiftorical  and 
Philofophical  View  of  Religion, 
from  the  earlieft  Periods  of  the 
World  to  the  prefent  Times.”  It 
is  only  the  fir  ft  part  that  has  now 
appeared,  containing  the  primitive 
Religion,  from  the  creation. to  the 
miniftry  of  Mofes.  Every  one 
muft  be  fenfible  that  this  period 
affords  but  a  fmall.  number  of  faCtsy 
and  confequently  more  fcope  is 
left  for  the  play  of  the  imaginaton, 
of  which  ,M.  Para  is  not  deftitutc. 
At  the  lame,  time,  however,  he 
has  much  ingenuity,  and  is  pol- 
feffed  of  no  fmall  ftore  of  erudition. 
With  the  principal  object  of  his 
work,  he  has  connected  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  fir  if  ages  of  the  world, 
the  commencement  of  civilization, 
the  birth  and  infancy  of  arts  and 
feiences,  the  original  formation  of 
Ifates  and  monarchies,  the  primi¬ 
tive  flute  ©f  ancient  kingdoms,  and 
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the*  characters  of  ancient  nations. 
The  opinions  of  the  different  na* 
turns  of  the  ,  remoteft  antiquity, 
concerning  the  cotmogony  or  origin 
of  the  world,  are  delivered  by 
our  author  with  precilion  and  per- 
fpicuity.  The  Egyptians-  are  not 
in  high  favour  with  the  Abbe  Para. 
He  calls  in  quetiion  their  valour, 
their  chronology,  and  their  pre¬ 
tended  antiquity  as  well  as  their 
fcience.  The  doCtrines  of  the  pri¬ 
mitive  religion  are  reduced  by  him 
to  four  general  principles  ;  the 
exiftence  of  one  God,  a  fur  lire  life, 
the  fall  of  man,  and  the  hopes  of 
a  mediator.  Upon  the  whole,  the 
book  may  be  read  with  plealure  and 
advantage,,  though  le veral  poli¬ 
ticos  are  found  in  it,  which  a  man 
of  true  judgment  and  reflection 
will  receive  with  no  imall  degree 
of  doubt  and  hefitation. - A  cu¬ 

rious  work  has  appeared,  entitled, 
44  Memoirs  concerning  the  Secret 
Religion  of  Ancient  Nations  ;  or 
Hiftorical  and  Critical  Reiearches 
concerning  the  Myfteries  of  Pa- 
ganifm.”  "  The  author  is  the  Baron 
de  Sainte  Croix,  Member  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Inscription's  and 
Belles  Lettres.  This  treatife  took 
its  rife  from  a  premium  propoled 
by  the  Academy  for  the  folution  of 
the  following  q  ueftions  :  What  were 
the  Names  and  Attributes  of  Ceres 
and  Proferpine,  among  the  differ¬ 
ent  Nations  of  Greece  and  Italy  ? 
What  were  the  Origin  and  Realons 
of  the  Attributes,  and  what  the 
Worfhip  of  thele  Divinities  ?  In 
confequence  of  thefe.  queftions, 
the  Baron  de  Croix,  who  obtained 
the  prize,  has  endeavoured  to  give 
as  complete  a  work  as  poflible  upon 
the  myfteries  of  the  ancients.  The 
fubjeCf  is  treated  of  by  him  with 
great  learning  and  penetration.  It 
is  however,  a  fubjeCt  which  is  in¬ 
volved  -in  much  difficulty,  and 
q'  4  which 
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T^liich  gives  fcope  to  the  exercife  of 
fancy  and  conjecture.  .'  he  lecret 
qf  the  mytteries,  according  to  our 
author,  -  coniifted  principally  in  a 
particular  manner  of  teaching  the 
dqdtrine  of  future  rewards  and  pu- 
niflt.m  nts,  by  which  the  rewarns 
vyere  fupiofed  to  regard  the1  initi¬ 
ated  alone,  and  the  punifhments 
only  the  profane,  or  thofe  who 
who  were  not  initiated.  He  does 
not  materially  differ  from  Biihop 
Warburton,  in  any  point,  except 
in  denying  that  the  unity  of  the 
fupreme  Being  was  a  part  of  the 
fecret  dodtrine.  In  other  refpedls 
thev  appear  to  be  nearly  agreed.— 
Another  very  curious  book,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  antiquities  of  the  early 
world,  has  been  publifhed  in  Eng¬ 
land,  by  a  French  gentleman, 
Monf.  D’Ancarville.  The  title  of 
It,  in  Englifh,  is,  u  Inquiries  into 
the  Origin,  the  Spirit,  and  Progrefs 
of  the  Arts  of  Greece  ;  into  their 
Connection  with  the  Arts  and  Re¬ 
ligion  of  the  moft  ancient  Nations  ; 
and  into  the  ancient  Monuments 
of  India,  Perfia,  the  reff  of  Aha, 
and  Egypt.”  In  this  work  there 
Is  a  bold  fpirit  of  inveftigation, 
together  with  the  difplay  of  much 
Ingenuity  and  a  fine  tafte.  The  au¬ 
thor  lays  great  ftrefs  upon  coins 
in  the  elucidation  of  the  various 
pbjedts  that  pafs  in  review  before 
him  ;  and'it  muff  be  allowed  that 
the  remarks  he  hath  made  on  the 
mythology  of  antiquity  are  very 
acute  and  able.  Flow  far  he  is 
right  in  his  fyffem,  or,  as  he 
himfelf  modeftly  exprefles  it,  his 
fconjedtures,  we  prefume  not  to  de¬ 
termine.  It  is  agreed  that  Monk 
IT  Ancarville  is  fomewhat  defultory 
In  his  mode  of  writing,  ojid  that 
he  might  have  been  more  'llridtly 
methodical.  We  have  our  fufpi- 
cions  that  this  work,  like  many  other 
ynythological  produdtion-s  which 
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have  gone  before  it,  will  be  ad- 
mired  for  a  time,  and  then  forgot¬ 
ten.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  Monf. 
Court  de  Gibelin  and  our  own 
learned  Bryant  are  not  exemptions 
from  this  remark.  -  It  is  lome 
years  fince  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Infcriptiono  and  Belles  ettres  -  ave 
favoured  the  world  with  ,  volume 
of  > heir  Memoirs  ;  and  this  is  the 
more  to  be  regretted,  as  the  corn* 
munications  of  the  members  have, 
in  general,  been  very  curious, 
learned,  and  entertaining.  How¬ 
ever,  pieces  are  occaiionally  pub- 
lifhed,  conformable  to  the  views  of 
the  Academy,  and  which  are  the 
refult  of  their  encouragment.  To 
the  ir fiance  already  mentioned,  in 
the  work  of  Baron  de  Croix,  we 
have  now  to  add,  M.  Paftoret, 
who  hath  obtained  a  prize,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  difeourfe  u  Concern¬ 
ing  the  Maritime  Laws  of  the 
Rhodians,  the  Influence  of  thefe 
Laws  on  the  Marine  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  and  the  Influence  of 
the  Marine  Eftablifhment  upon  the 
Power  and  Weight  of  thefe  two 
Nations. ”  This  academical  quel- 
tion  was  worthy  of  difeufiion,  on 
account  of  its  taking  in  a  long  and 
important  period  of  hiffory,  the 
Rhodians  having  for  many  centu¬ 
ries  fuftained  an  eminent  char  abler 
in  the  ancient  world.  M.  Paftoret, 
who  has  treated  the  fubjedt  in  a 
mafterly  manner,  hath  divided  it 
into  three  parts.  The  firft  con¬ 
tain?  an  hiftorical  account  of  the 
Rhodians,  and  an  accurate  view  of 
their  maritime  laws ;  prefixed  to 
which  is  a  fhort  furvey  of  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  navigation  in 
the  earlieft  times.  In  the  fecond 
part  it  is  fhewn,  that  the  Greeks 
before  they  became  acquainted 
with  the  Rhodian  laws  were  ftran- 
gers  to  commerce,  and  that  their 
knowledge  of  navigation  was  little 

better 
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better  than  ignorance.  In  the  third 
part  of  the  diifertation,  the  Roman 
'marine  is  coniidered  as  having 
been  one  of  the  principal  instru¬ 
ments  in  aggrandizing,  and  even 
in  civilizing  that  people.  It  doth 
not  appear-  that  the  laws  of  the 
Rhodians  contributed  much  to  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Romans.  ■— —  Mably’s  “  Dia¬ 
logues  on  the  Method  of  writing 
Hiftory”  were  characterized  and 
.applauded  by  us  in  out  laft  Annual 
Regifter.  This  work,  though  one 
of  the  Abbe’s  bed  performances, 
has  not  palled  without  cenfure  ; 
and  indeed,  in  fome  refpedts,  it  lies 
open  to  criticifm.  Accordingly,  a 
tradi  hath. appeared,  entitled,  u  A 
Supplement  to  the  Manner  of  writ¬ 
ing  Hiftory,”  in  which  M.  Mably 
Is  charged  with  common  place, 
with  omiilions,  with  fuperficial 
reading,  with  incivility,  and  with 
partiality,  both  in  regard  to  the  an¬ 
cients  and  moderns  who  did  not 
happen  to  he  in  the  fame  way  of 
thinking  Though  thefe  charges 
are  unduly  aggravated,  it  mull  be 
allowed  that  the  Abbe  has  not,  in 
his  Dialogues,  been  free  from  errors 
and  prejudices  •  and  he  was  parti¬ 
cularly  reprehenfible  in  condemn¬ 
ing  certain  late  Hiftorians  with 
feverity,  when  he  had  read  only  a 
few  ext  rads  from  their  works.  The 
hridures  of  the  prelent  writer  upon 
him,  are  often  fenlible,  as  well  as 

fpirited. - -  The  laft  thing  that 

occurs  to  us,  relative  to  ancient 
literature,  is  a  pofthumous  publi¬ 
cation  of  M.  D’Alembert’s.  It  is 
“■A  ranflation  of  Seied  Pieces 
from  Tacitus,”  not  faid  to  be  per¬ 
formed  with  remarkable  accuracy. 
The  editor  has  amended  the  tranl- 
lations,  and  added  fome  other 
things  to  the  collection,  under  the 
head  of  Antiquities,  not  llridly 


claffical.  —We  muft  not  omit  the 
work  entitled,  “  Cuftoms  conii¬ 
dered,  as  Laws  of  the  French 
Nation,  both  in  its  ancient  and 
prefont  State.”  This  book  is  a 
valuble  prefent  to  the  Law  Anti¬ 
quaries  of  France,  as  it  contains 
curious  and  j  udicious  re  {parches 
into  what  may  be  called  the  common 
or  cu/iom-lavj  of  the  old  inhabitants 
of  that  kingdom.  Many  of  their 
ancient  cuftoms,  according  to  this 
author,  were  not  derived  from  the 
invalion,  conquefts,  and  dominion 
of  the  Romans,  but  from  marriage, 
paternity,  and  the  conceftions  and 
eftablifhments  thence  naturally  arif- 
ing.  He  endeavours,  like  wife,  to 
prove,  that  the  VRigoths  and 
Franks,  inftead  of  being  ftrangers 
in  Gaul,  were  the  defcendants  of 
the  Saliens,  who  inhabited  the 
Northern,  and  of  the  Goths,  who 
inhabited  the  Southern  part  of  that 
country.  Whether  the  writer  be 
well  founded  or  not  in  the  poli- 
tions  which  he  hath  advanced,  the 
praife  will  not  be  denied  him  of 
Treating  the  fubjebt  with  ability.  — 
A  ftmilar  topic  is  prefented  to  ns 
in  M.  Chabrit’s  treatife  “  Concern¬ 
ing  the  French  Monarchy,  or  its 
Laws.”  The  author  is  not  difo 
couraged,  by  the  preceding  la¬ 
bours  of  very  able  men,  from 
going  over  the  fame  ground,  and 
tracing  from  its  origin  the  progrefs 
of  legifiation.  In  the  volume  now 
pubjilhed  the  laws  only  of  the  firff 
and  fecond  race  are  coniidered  ; 
and  confequently,  the  work  is  not 
yet  extended  beyond  the  barbarous 
period  of  the  French  monarchy.— 
Now  the  government  of  France  is 
in  fome  degree  before  us,  let  us 
take  notice  of  M.  de  Valaze’s  work 
concerning  penal  laws.  This  is  a 
publication  of  which  a  very  high 
character  is  given.  It  is  faid.  to  be 

diftin- 
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ditHnguifhed  by  its  judgment,  me¬ 
thod,  and  humanity  ;  by  its  exten- 
five  knowledge  of  mankind  ;  and 
by  its  warm  and  generous  zeal  for 
public  felicity. — On  Moral  and  Ju- 
rifprudeittial  Philofophy,  the  works 
of  Count  Verri  properly  belong  to 
Italian  Literature,  though  they 
were  publifhed  at  Paris,  in  1784. 
They  coniiit  of  Three  Difcourfes, 
on  the  Nature  of  Pleafure  and 
Pain,  on  Happinefs,  and  on  Poli¬ 
tical  Oeconoiny.  They  were  firil 
feparately  printed  in  Italy,  and 
have  lince  appeared,  in  different 
parts  of  that  country,  in  a  col¬ 
lective  form.  The  dilcouries  are 
written  with  elegance  and  fpirit ; 
and  though  the  fubjedts  are  com¬ 
mon,  the  author,  by  uniting  the 
fcholar  with  the  man  of  bulinels, 
has  conferred  upon  them  the  graces 
of  novelty.  Count  Verri  is  tlm 
fame  gentleman  whofe  Hiftory  of 
Milan  we  have  already  mentioned. 

We  now  direct  our  view  to  Na¬ 
tural  Philofophy  in  its  different 
branches,  in  which  France  conti¬ 
nues  to  maintain  that  eminent  rank 
fhe  hath  long  held  in  theie  pints  of 
fcience.  And  here  we  muff  begin 
with  the  44  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  for 
the  year  1780,”  which  were  not 
publiihed  till  1784.  The  diviiions 
are  General  Phyiics,  Anatomy, 
Chemilfry,  and  Aftronomy.  Un¬ 
der  General  Phyfics  are  feven  me¬ 
moirs  ;  under  Anatomy,  four  ;  un¬ 
der  Chemiftry,  thirteen  ;  and  under 
^.tlronomy,  hve?  In  this  volume 
are  found  the  Eulogies  of  Meffieurs 
Lieutaud  and  Bugquet,  elegantly 
drawn  up  by  the  hidorian  of  the 
Academy.  The  communicators  of 
the  memoirs  are  M.  de  Fouchy, 
M.  Lavoiher,  M.  de  la  Place,  M. 
Bougeroux  de  Bondaroy,  M.  Du 
M.  de  Montigny*  M.  Le 


Roy,  M,  Tenon,  M.  Tibet,  M.  de  -. 
Bory,  M.  Sabatier,  M.  Vicq  d?Aryr, 
M.  Portal,  M.  Bcrtholet,  M.  Cor- 
nette,  M.  Sage,  M.  Cadet,  M« 
Dionis  de  Sejour,  M.  de  la  Landc, 
M.  le  Mourner,  and  M.  M eider. 
The  memoir  which,  according  t<$ 
annual  cuftom,  is  fent  to  the  Aca¬ 
demy,  by  the  Society  of  Montpe¬ 
lier,  is  concerning  the  different  kinds 
of  Dog-Fifh,  by  M.  Brouffonet. 
— Another  volume  of  the  44  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  ot  Sci¬ 
ences  at  Paris,  for  the  year  1781, 39 
has  likewife  appeared  ;  concerning 
which  we  fhall  only  take  notice, 
that  it  contains  the  Eulogies  of 
Count  Maurepas,  M.  Bertin,  the 
Marquis  de  Courtanvaux,  and  M. 
Tronchin  ;  and  that  it  comprizes  a 
number  of  papers  by  feveral  of  the 
learned  academicians,  whofe  names 
we  havejull  recited,  and  by  other 
able  co-adjutors  in  the  cauie  ot 
philofophic  fcience.— The  firit  part 
of  the  44  New  Memoirs  of  the  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Dijon,”  for  the  firft  halt 
year  of  1783,  confiffs  of  fourteen 
papers,  the  contributors  of  which 
ate,  M.  De  Tartelin,  M.  Maret, 
M.  Camus,  M.  De  Morveau,  M. 
Parumot,  M.  Enaux,  M.  Durande, 
and  M.  Hoin  —The  Encyclopedic 
proceeds  vigoroufly,  according  to 
the  new  plan,  of  which  we  gave 
an  account  laft  year.  In  the  fe¬ 
veral  parts  recently  publillied,  there 
are  many  curious  and  elaborate  ar¬ 
ticles,  and  the  whole  of  this  grand 
work,  l'o  far  as  it  has  hitherto 
gone,  appears  to  be  eminently  im¬ 
proved. — .The  baron  de  Marivetz 
and  M.  Gouffier  have  purfued  their 
44  Cofmological  Syffero  of  Natural 
Philofophy”  in  two  farther  vo¬ 
lumes,  being  the  third  and  the 
fourth.  Ill  thefe  two  gentlemen 
there  is  a  fplendid  affociation  of 
poetical  defeription  >vith  pHilofb- 

phical 
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phica!  fcicnce.  On  this  account 
they  have  been  cenfured  by  i'ome 
critics,  and  we  apprehend  with  a 
contiderable  degree  of  juftice.  The 
third  volume  conhders  the  Theory 
of  Light,  as  propagated,  reflected, 
and  tranfmitted  ;  thus  including  the 
catqptrical  and  dioptrical  branches 
of  natural  fcience.  All  the  modi¬ 
fications  of  light  are  reduced,  in 
the  fourth  volume,  by  our  authors, 
to  two  ;  Intcnfity ,  or  the  greater  or 
lefs  approximation  of  its  rays  to 
each  other  on  the  fame  lurface  ; 
and  Rtpercujpon ,  or  their  being  re¬ 
flected  with  more  or  iefs  force  from 
the  furface  of  bodies,  and  their 
performing  their  vibrations  with 
more  or  lels  rapidity.  In  treating 
upon  the  Theory  of  Colours,  they 
ftrongly  oppofe  the  doctrine  of 
Newton.  Whatever  praifes  may 
be  due  to  the  genius,  knowledge, 
and  eloquence  of  baron  de  Mari- 
vetz  and  M.  Gouflier,  there  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  plain  traces  of  too  much 
fancy  and  hypotheiis  in  their  fyftem. 
They  do  not  write  with  that  Ample 
and  calm  fpirit  of  inveiligation, 
which  true  philofophy  feems  to  re¬ 
quire. — -A  prime  work  has  been 
publilhed,  entitled  i(  Cometogra- 
phy,  or  an  Hiflorical  and  Theo¬ 
retical  Treadle  on  Comets.”  The 
author  is  M.  Pingre,  a  regular  ca¬ 
non  of  St.  Genevieve,  chancellor 
of  the  univerfi'ty,  and  member  of 
the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences,  at 
Paris.  He  has  been  employed 
in  this  work  for  a  courfe  of 
years,  and  it  was  far  advanced  lo 
long  Alice  as  1764;  but  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  it  has  been  retarded  by 
the  writer’s  voyages  to  America 
and  the  Indies,  and  by  other  inci¬ 
dental  occupations.  M.  Pingre 
begins  with  a  general  hiflory  of  the 
aftronomy  of  comets,  after  which 
he  relates  all  the  doctrines  and  con- 


jeftures  of  the  ancients  upon  the 
fubjebt,  concluding  with  the  dif- 
coveries  of  Ar  Ila.ic  Newton.  Ia 
purfuing  his  hiflory,  he  deferibes 
all  the  comets  which  have  hitherto 
appeared,  and  gives  a  table  of  their 
orbits,  fo  rar  as  they  can  be  calcu¬ 
lated.  The  nature  of  comets,  their 
revolutions,  their  atmofpheres,  and 
their  tails  •  in  fhort,  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  relating  to  them  occupy 
our  author’s  zealous  attention.-— 
M.  Fa  11  j as  de  St.  Fond’s  Mine¬ 
ralogy  of  Volcanos,  or  a  Deicrip- 
tion  of  the  Subftances  produced  Or 
ejected  by  fubterraneous  Fires,”  is 
another  book  of  confequence.  This 
production,  which  is  the  relult  of 
attentive  observation  and  active  in- 
duflry,  is  deAgned  to  abridge  the 
labours  of  thole  who  follow  the 
writer  in  the  paths  of  volcanic  fci¬ 
ence.  It  is  divided  into  twenty 
chapters,  and  accompanied  with 
plates,  reprefenting-  plans  of  the 
truncations  of  all  the  prifms  of 
b .Takes  that  are  mentioned  or  de- 
feribed  in  the  work  ;  the  Hill  of 
Ardenne  in  the  Vivarais,  where 
there  is  an  enormous  bowl  or 
elobe  of  ba faltes  enchafed  in  the 

o 

mafs  of  that  volcanic  rock  ;  and  a 
view  of  one  of  the  lateral.  afpeCts 
of  this  hill.  M.  de  St.  Fond  has 
placed  in  the  French  king’s  Cabinet 
of  Natural  Hiflory  a  rich  collec- 
tion  of  the  volcanic  fubflanees  de¬ 
fer  ibed  in  his  book,  which  are  ar¬ 
ranged  in  the  molt  perfect  order*, 
and  diftinguilhed  by  numbers  cor- 
relponding  to  thole  which  are  found 
in  his  Mineralogy. — We  And  that 
we  fhould  t>c  carried  quite  beyond 
our  limits,  were  we  to  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  all  the  works  in  Natural 
Philofophy  which  have  appeared 
in  France,  or  indeed  of  all  that 
may  be  thought  to  deferve  parti¬ 
cular  notice.  We  muft*  therefore. 
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be  fatisfied  with  a  mere  recital  of 
them  ;  and  it  mu  ft  be  added,  that 
fome  of  them  are  of  real  impor¬ 
tance.  The  publications  we  have 
in  view  are,  Rozier’s  Complete 
Courie  of  Agriculture;  Curra’s 
Effay  on  Aerial  Navigation  ;  Be¬ 
zier's  and  Monger’s  Observations 
on  Natural  Philofopby,  Natural 
Hiftory,  and  the  Arts  ;  M.  de  la 
Place’s  Theory  of  elliptical  Mo¬ 
tion  ;  an  Effay  concern  ng  the  Mi¬ 
neralogy  of  the  Pyrenean  Moun¬ 
tains;  iVI.  dTsjon vnf’s  Colledfion 
of  Chemical  and  Pry  heal  Memoirs ; 
Thouvenel  on  the  Virgula  Divina  ; 
M.  Morveau’s  Defcription  of  the 
AeroFat  of  the  Academy  of  Dijon  ; 
M.  Manduit  on  Medical  Electricity ; 
M-  Parmetier’s  eafy  and  cheap 
Method  of  preferving  different 
Kinds  of  Grain  ;  Dr.  Fourcroy’s 
Chemical  Memoirs  and  Obferva- 
tions ;  Count  La  Cepade’s  general 
and  particular  Syftem  of  Natural 
Philofophy ;  M.  D’Aubenton’s  Me¬ 
thodical  Exhibition  of  Minerals,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  different  Natures, 
and  with  their  diFindtive  Charac¬ 
ters  ;  and  the  fame  gentleman’s  In- 
Frudtions  relative  to  Sheep-walks. 
- — With  refpedt  to  the  books  that 
belong  to  Medicine,  Anatomy,  and 
the  objects  in  which  phyfical  men 
are  immediately  concerned,  we  (hall 
once  more  refer  our  readers  to  Dr. 
Simmons’s  journal.  There  is  one 
point,  however,  which  mull:  not  be 
patted  over  in  filence  ;  and  that  is, 
the  affair  of  Animal  Magnetifm. 
It  is  well  known  what  furpriling 
cures  M.  Mefmer  and  his  affociate 
M.  Deilon  have  pretended  to  per¬ 
form  in  this  way.  At  length  a 
commiffion  was  appointed  by  the 
French  king*  to  examine  into  the 
matter.  The  committee  conliffed 
of  fevcral  eminent  phyficians  and 
philofophers,  Dr.  Benjamin  F rank- 
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lin  being  ofte  of  the  number ;  aM 
they  proceeded  ’ in  their  enquir  es 
with  all  that  wifdom-,  good,  fenfe, 
and  circumfpeEtion,  which  might 
be  expedt#d  from -their  characters • 
The  refult  of  their  examination 
was  a  clear  and  full  proof  that  ani¬ 
mal  magnetifm  is  a  mere  chimera  ; 
that  the  boaFed  application  of  it 
hath,  in  many  cafes,  been  very 
prejudicial,  and  that  the  whole  bu- 
linefs  is  the  operation  of  impoFure 
and  fraud  upon  the  credulity  and 
perverted  imaginations  of  the  pa¬ 
tients  Of  the  Report  of  the  com- 
rniiTioners,  which  hath  been  pub¬ 
lished  both  in  French  and  Engiilh, 
and  which  hath  made  its  way  into 
news-papers,  and  into  moil  of  the 
periodical  pamphlets,  we  need  not 
give  a  particular  account.  But 
though  this  Report  is  fufficient  to 
fatisfy  every  judicious  and  reafon- 
able  mind,  it  has  not  had  that  ef¬ 
fect  in  the  degree  that  could  be 
wifhed.  7'raTs,  in  large  numbers, 
have  appeared  on  both  Fdes  of  the 
queFion,  and  the  controverfy  is  not 
yet  ended.  What  {hews  the  fond- 
nels  of  men  for  fomethmg  extraor- 
dmary,  and  their  readinefs  to  be 
deceived,  is,  that  vail  multitudes 
of  the  French  nation,  and  thefe 
not  of  the  lower  kind  only,  are 
Fill  zealous  advocates  for  M.  Mef¬ 
mer  and  his  affociates,  and  look  up 
to  animal  magnetifm  for  .the  cure 
of  their  diforders. 

To  turn  our  view  to  other  ob¬ 
jects  :  with  regard  to  HiForical 
Writing,  France  doth  not  feem  to 
have  made  a  Friking  figure  in  the 
year  r  7 84.  The  moF  confiderable 
publications  of  that  year  were, 
“  French  Honour,”  or  the  HiFory 
of  the  Virtues  and  Exploits  of  that 
Nation,  being  the  ninth  and  tenth 
volumes  of  the  work,  by  M.  Sacy  ; 
and  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  vo¬ 
lumes 
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Fumes  of  the  General  Hiftorv  of 
China,  Mandated  from  the  Grand 
Annals  of  the  Empire.  Thefe  vo¬ 
lumes  conclude  the  defign,— -In 
England  a  valuable  produbtion  hath 
appeared,  in  the  French  language, 
by  M.  Roufian,  minifier  of  the 
Dutch  Church  in  London.  It  is 
entitled,  “  An  Abridgment  of  An¬ 
cient,  Middle,  and  Modern  Hi¬ 
story;9*  and  is  divided  into  three 
parts.  The  ancient  Hiiiory  cornes 
down  to  the  battle  of  Adtium  ;  the 
middle,  to  the  end  of  the  fifteenth 
century  ,  and  the  modern,  to  the 
peace  in  1763.  The  fadts  are  ju¬ 
dicious,  the  narrative  perfpicuous 
and  eafy,  and  a  proper  attention  is 
paid  to  the  chronological  order  of 
events.  Two  ends  will  be  found 
to  be  well  attained  in  the  prefent 
performance.  The  firfi  is,  the  giv¬ 
ing  to  young  perfons  a  general 
flew  of  the  field  of  hifiory,  before 
they  enter  upon  the  particular  fiudy 
of  its  feveral  parts  ;  and  the  fe~ 
cond,  enabling  thofe  who  have 
read  hiiiory  in  an  incidental  and 
cafual  manner,  to  reduce  their  ideas 
to  connection  and  method, — In 
-Biography,  the  publications  have 
been  more  numerous  than  impor¬ 
tant  and  finking.  The  Lives  and 
Eulogies  which  have  been  printed 
are  thofe  of  D'Alembert,  Pouifin, 
the  duke  de  Villars,  the  duke  de 
Vendome,  Rene  Duguay  Trouin, 
and  Voltaire.  Of  Voltaire’s  Life, 
written  by  himfelf,  we  have  al¬ 
ready  fpoken  in  our  article  of  Do- 
mefiic  Literature.  The  Life  of 
Marftial  Villars  was  alfo  written 
by  himfelf,  and  is  a  work  of  fome 
confequence,  as  it  throws  conli- 
derable  light  on  the  events  of  the 
times. — In  Literary  Hifiory,  we 
have  M.  d’Albon’s  “  Difcourfe 
concerning  the  Quefiion,  Whether 


the  Age  of  Auguftus  ought  to  be 
preferred  to  that  of  Louis  the 
Fourteenth,  with  refpedt  to  Litera¬ 
ture  and  Science  ?”  On  this  quef- 
tion  M.  d’Albon  writes  with  more 
vivacity  than  folidky,  and  feveral 
of  his  pofitions  may  be  difputed. 
He  is  lufficiently  difpofed  to  ag¬ 
grandize  his  own  nation. — Under 
the  head  of  Literary  Hifiory,  as 
well  as  under  that  of  Poetry,  may 
be  mentioned  the  publication  en¬ 
titled,  “  Poetical  Annals.55  This 
is  a  work  carried  on  in  fmall  vo¬ 
lumes,  of  which  twenty-eight  have 
already  been  printed.  It  com¬ 
mences  with  the  origin  of  French 
poetry,  and  is  well  conduced.  Re¬ 
dder..  the  poems  contained  in  the 
collection,  anecdotes  are  given  of 
the  writers,  and  other  remarks  in- 
terfperfed,  which  add  to  the  value 
of  the  undertaking.— From  the  ref! 
of  the  poetry  publifiied  in  France,, 
during  the  year,  we  fhall  only  di- 
ftinguifh  M.  Sau rin’s  “  Beverley,” 
imitated  from  the  EngHfh,  and 
which  is  an  mfiruftive  and  excel¬ 
lent  tragedy,  having  fome  feenes 
in  it  that  are  peculiarly  firiking  and 
pathetic. — In  Polite  Criticifm  a 
curious  performance,  “  Concern¬ 
ing  the  Poetry  of  Mulic,”  hath 
proceeded  from  the  pen  of  the 
count  de  la  Cepede.  While  the 
author  modefily  profefTes  that  his 
intention  is  only  to  be  ufeful  to 
young  artifis,  and  to  thofe  who  are 
defirou-  of  appreciating  the  com- 
pofitions  of  the  great  mafiers,  he 
goes  •  farther,  and  communicates 
both  infir uCtion  and  pleafure  to 
fuch  as  arc  adepts  in  mulical  fei- 
ence. — -Mr.  Flow  el’s  “  'F  ravel's 
through  Sicily,  Malta,  and  Li- 
pari ;  containing  an  Account  of  the 
Antiquities  of  thefe  Hands,  the 
principal  natural  Phenomena  they 

ex  hi- 


f  302]  FOREIGN  LITE  R  A  T  U  R  E. 


exhibit,  and  the  particular  Cuftoms 
and  Manners  of  the  Inhabitants,” 
form  a  fplendid  work,  which  is  car¬ 
rying*  on  in  numbers. — --Each. num¬ 
ber  includes  lix  plates,  and  eight 
pages  of  defeription. — We  have 
another  fimilar  publication  in  M- 
Hentzy’s  “  Remarkable  ProfpeCts 
of  the  Alps  and  icy  Mountains  in 
Switzerland.”  Thefe  prolpeCts  are 
exhibited  in  a  feries  of  plates  en¬ 
graven,  with  colours,  and  accom¬ 
panied  with  ample  delcriptions  of 
the  objects  they  reprefent. — Among 
the  Mifcellaneous  Productions  of 
the  year,  the  abbe  de  Mably’s  Ob- 
fervations  on  the  United  Stines  of 
America  would  demand  particular 
notice,  if  we  had  not  introduced 
them  in  a  different  place. — -Count 
Mirabeau’s  Tract  upon  the  Order 
©f  Cincinnatus  comes  from  another 
French  gentleman,  who  is  ardently 
devoted  to  American  liberty.-  His 
reflections  upon  that  inftitution  ma- 
n iie ft  an  acute  and  penetrating  fpi- 
tit,  and  a  zealous  attachment  to  the 
equal  rights  of  mankind. — Rh^- 
roPs  44  Difcourfe concerning*  theUni- 
verfality  of  the  French  Language,” 
though  an  ingenious  performance, 
will  afford  more  fatisfaCtio'n  to  the 
writer's  own  nation  than  it  would 
to  an  Eng'lifh  reader.  1  his  differ- 
ration  obtained  the  prize  prOpofcd 
bv  the  academy  of  Berlin.  I  hat 
Count  dc  Rivarol  fhould  write  with 
fome  degree  of  prejudice  upon  the 
fubjeCt  is  what  might  be  expeCted, 
and  indeed  is  a  matter  for  which 
candid  allowances  oug'ht  to  be 
made. — Another  prize  differtation, 
which  was  deiervedly  crowned  by 
the  Academy  of  Sciences,  Belles 
Lettres,  and  Arts,  at  Befanqon,  is 
the  abbe  Genty’s  Difcourfe  con¬ 
cerning  Luxury.— The  lalf  tribute 
of  refpeCt  we  fliall  pay  to  French 


literature  regards  the  Romances  df 
the  year.  Madame  Genlis’s  Tales 
of  the  Caftie  would  richly  merit 
very  particular  attention,  were  they 
not  already  in  alrnoft  every  hand. 
Perhaps  we  are  wrong  in  putting 
them  into  the  clafs  of  Novels,  as 
they  conftitute  an  important  work 
on  the  fubjeCt  of  education.  This 
ingenious  lady’s  fyftem  may  not  in 
every  view  be  adapted  to  the  man¬ 
ners  of  our  own  country.— Other 
Romances  which  are  reprefented  as 
riling  above  the  common  level,  are, 
“  Telephus” ;  44  Fauflin,  or  the 
Philofophical  Age  and  M,  d’A- 
mand’s  44  Eudocia,  an  Hiflorical 
Narrative.” 

Of  Spain  little  is  to  be  faid, 
though  fomething  more  than  oc¬ 
curred  laft  year.  It  gives  us  plea- 
fure  to  And  that  an  attention  is  paid 
to  the  improvement  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  that  the  ftudy  of  Natural 
Hiftory  is  advancing*.  A  work  has 
been  carrying  on  for  a  confiderable 
time,  and  is  now  increafed  to  twelve 
volumes,  the  defign  of  which  is  to 
revive  the  linking  tafte  for  archi¬ 
tecture  and  agriculture,  and  efpe- 
cially  for  the  plantation  of  trees. 
The  author  is  Antonio  Pontz  ;  and 
it  feems  that,  good  effeCts  have  re- 
lulted  from  his  publications. — An¬ 
other  performance  has  appeared, 
the  immediate  objeCt  of  which  is 
Natural  Hiftory.  It  relates  to 
fhell-fifh,  which  are  clalfed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fyflem  of  Linnasus.— 
An  Introduction  to  the  OryCtogra- 
phy  and  Zoology  of  Arragon,  has 
been  prefented  to  the  public  by  the 
Society  of  Agriculture  and  Fine 
Arts,  at  Saragoffa.  This  book, 
belides  what  relates  to  natural  hi¬ 
ftory,  contains  various  particulars 
refpeCting  the  population  of  th® 
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country,  the  Hate  of  learning;,  and 
other  objects.  It  is  an  aufpicious 
omen,  that  Hi  rarn  iocieties  are 
forming  in  Spain.  — At  Valencia  a 
Medical  Treatife  has  been  printed, 
on  the  Ulcerated  Sore  Throat. 

We  are  glad  to  conclude  our  ar¬ 
ticle  with  a  publication  from  a  king¬ 
dom  of  great  importance  to  Eng- 
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land  in  a  commercial  view,  but  ' 
which  we  feklom  hear  of  in  th* 
way  of  literature  ;  and  that  is  Pof* 
tugal.  It  is  a  Political  and  Phi- 
lofophical  Journey  through  th* 
Country,  by  Dr.  Jofeph  Antonio 
de  Sa.  The  account  it  gives  of  the 
natural  productions  of  Portugal 
may  be  intereiling  to  foreigners,  as 
well  as  to  natives. 
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ERRATA,  in  the  laft  Volume  of  the  NEW  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  page  [g7 J,  of 
the  Literary  Department,  for  Mr.  White,  read  Mr,  Henry.  P.  f  145],  Ditto  /»/ 
Mr.  White,  read  Mr.  Henry.  _  -  A 


v 


'  ■  r* 


■ 


A 


/ 


i 


